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ANTIGUA:
An AEt for the better Govevnment of Slaves and free Negvoes.

i’&’ vernor in Chief of your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Hlands, and
the Council and Aflembly of this your Majefty’s Ifland of Anrigua, hum-
bly pray your moft Sacred Majefty that it may be enacted; and be it, and
it 15 hereby enafted by the Authority of the fame, That no Perfon whatfo-
ever fhall give leave on the Sabbarh Day to any Slave undeir his or her Care;
Charge, or Ownerfhip (unlefs f{uch as ufually wait on their Perfon; or in Li-
veries) to go out of their Plantations, without a Ticket, or White Servant
with them, -in which Ticket is to be exprefled the Names and Numbers, and
alfo to and from what Place, on Penalty of paying, for taking up fuch Slave
or Slaves as Runaways, Three fhillings.

II. Axp be it further enadted by the Authority aforefaid; That any Per-
fon, who fhall take up any Slave or Slaves belonging to another, and fhall
keep the faid Slave or Slaves in his or their Cuftody or Plantation longer than
Twenty four Hours, without fending the faid Slave or Slaves to the Owner
or Owners they belong to (if he or they can any Ways know them) or with-
out delivering the faid Slave or Slaves to the Provoft Marfhal of this Ifland
for the time being, fhall for every Day each Slave as fhall be kept or entertain-
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E your Majefty’s moft loyal, dutiful; and obedient Subjeds; the Go-
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ed by him or them, after the firft Twenty four Hours, forfeit Twelve Shil-

lings per Diem, and, if the faid Slave be of any Trade, Twenty four Shillings
per Diem, for each Day fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be by him or them know-
ingly entertained or imployed ; if under Six Pounds, to be recovered before any
Two Juftices, as in and by the At of Courts is dire¢ted, for Servants reco-
vering their Wages, between the Months of Auguff and March; if above,
by Acion of Debt at Common Law, in which no Protection, Efloign, or
Wager of Law fhall be allowed. )

III. Anbp if any Perfon fhall privately delude, entice, or perfuade any Slave
or Slaves, being in quiet Pofleflion of another, out of his or their Cuftody, by
any Encouragement or Inducement whatfoever, fhall be liable to the fame
Penalty of every Day, the faid Slave or Slaves fhall, by their Means or Pro-
curement, defert their Owners or Mafters Service, asin cafe of entertaining a
Runaway longer than Twenty four Hours, to be recovered after the fame
Manner ; but in cafe any Perfon fhall violently, or by force, or otherwife,
take any Perfon’s Slave or Slaves out of his or their Plantation or Cuftody, fhall
be deemed guilty of Robbery, and indi¢ted as in Cafes of Robbery ; and in
cafe any Perfon or Perfons fhall take away any Slave or Slaves, or endeavour
to carry off from this Ifland, or delude away from their Owners, fhall be guilty
of Felony, and excluded the Benefit of Clergy,
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g with IV, AnD be it further enaGted by the Authority aforefaid, That any Per-
ton, &rc. unles fon who fhall deal with any Slave or Slaves for any Sugar, Cotton, or To-
?é?e‘:"gf}jnder bacco, or any other Goods whatfoever, without leave given from the Owner
 boundrosel of the faid Slave or Slaves, expreft by a Note, or fomeé White Perfon (which
fined and Note or White Perfon fhall {pecify what Goods he fhall fo fell, and the Quan-
punifhed. tity) and that none prefume to ‘deal with any Slave, otherwife than as is Be-
fore direc¢ted, under the Penalty that fuch Perfon fo offending, fhall be bound
over by the next Juftice to the good Behaviour, until the next Seffions of the .
Peace, or General Seflions, and there to be fined, or receive fuch other Punith=
ment, as the Juftices fhall think convenient.
Negoes{elling V. AN D that all Negroes who fhall (though witha Ticket or other leave
Toaclockon from their Owners or Pofleffors) fell any Thing, in any of the Towns on
“?{]’i‘gg{j’aﬁfd"e the Lord's Day, he or they fhall be taken up and whipped, and paid for as
paidforas  Runaways, if not returned, or going to their refpetive Mafters by Ten of the
Bunswars: Clock, to the Intent that all opportunities of Idlenefs and Robbery may be
. taken away. - ‘
S e, VL ANop if any fturdy Slave fhould impudently firike or oppofe any
w bewhipped, White Perfon, any Juftice, upon Complaint or Proof made, thall order a Con-
ftable to caufe fuch Slave to be publickly whipped, at their Difcretion ; and if
if a White Per- fuch White Perfon be any Way hurt, wounded, or disfigured by any Slave’s
ed,&ethe  Refiftance, fuch offending Slave or Slaves fhall have their Nofe flit, or any Mem-
Slave's Nofe ©© ber cut off, or be punithed with Death, at the Difcretion of the Juftices ; al-
bercucof.  ways excepting, That fuch Slave do not the fame by his or her Owner’s or Ma-
EXCEPUOR- frer’s Order, or in Defence of his or her Perfon or Goods; and it fhall be
lawful for all Perfons to take away from any Slaves, any hurtful Clubs or o-
ther mifchievous Weapons whatfoever, unlefs fuch Slave or Slaves have any
e ot e Charge of their Owner’s or Mafter’s Goods to defend.
all Runaways,  VII. AND be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Provoit
%3?:1‘;;{ ;h.«c ve- Marfhal of this Ifland, or Deputy, fhall be obliged to receive all Runaways
Yidesod per  brought to him, into his Cuftody, and fhall pay the Bringer Three Shillings
siavestobe  for taking the faid Runaway, and Nine pence per Mile for as many Miles as the
SRR f2id Negro is brought to the Gaol, from the Place taken at 3 and the faid Mar-
their Names» . Thal is to keep the faid Slave or Slaves in fafe Cuftody, and, in a Lift at the
Door. Prifon Door, fhall infert the Names of Negroes in his Cuftody, their Age, and
e their Mafters Names, if known, againft the faid Negroes Names belonging to
Bringer,nor - him ;3 and in cafe the faid Marfhal fail to pay the faid Bringer, or receive the
Llaverduame o Slave or Slaves brought, or to put up their Names, he fhall forfeit Five
forfeis L . Pounds for every fuch Fault, to be recovered before a Juftice.
ed. VIII. AnD in cafe the faid Marfhal fhall willfully or negle@fully fuffer an
Mo Juffer- Efcape any Way whatfoever, of the Slave by him received, or imploy him in
cleape orde- any Work, he {hall pay the Owner, as in cafe of any Perfons detaining an-
23225’&2 7' other’s Slave above Twenty four Hours, until fuch Slave be delivered the Owner,
orithe perih or forfeit Fifty Pounds current Money ; and in cafe any Slave perith in Cu-

jggirt‘:nlr.’mfm- ftody for want, he fhall forfeit Fifty Pounds like Money ; the Marfhal to have
B Shve T "Three Shillings for taking fuch Slave into his Cuftody, and Twelve pence each
Twenty four Hours the Slave lies in Prifon ; as alfo upon the Marfhal’s Deli-
very of any Slave or Slaves to his Owner or Pofleffor, the Sum of Three .
Shillings, befides Nine Pence per Mile, which the Bringer of the faid Slave
- or Slaves has received from the Provoft Marfhal or his Deputy.
Slave lying 3 IX. A~ p if any Slave or Slaves lie fo long as Three Months, fiuch Slave
Monthe i 3% or Slaves is to be taken out, and fold at out-cry for the Fees, by Order of
the Fees, & Two Juftices of the Peace, and the Overplus, if any be, after the paying the
' aforefaid Fees, and all the above mentioned Charges, fhall be returned to the
Owhner, or, for want of knowing fuch Owner, to the Treafurer for the time
being, to remain to the Ufe of the Publick, till the Owner thall appear ; and
the Provoft Marfhal, or his Deputy, fhall be obliged upon Oath to account,
' and
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and pay once every Year at leaft unto the Treafurer for the time Being, all fuch
Money that fuch Negro Slave or Slaves, or other Slaves, fhall be fold for, on

Forteiture for every fuch MNegleét for not accounting and paying the faid Mo- ¢

ney, where no Owner is to be found, after his juft Fees, and Charges of Sale
are deduéted, T'wenty Pounds for the Ufe of the Publick of this Ifland, to be
recovered as hereafter fet down in this Aét. , A

X. Ax b itisalfo enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That any Perfon
taking up a2 Runaway, and knowing his Mailer, cither by the Slave’s Contef~
fion, or otherwife, fhall, on Penalty of Forfeiture of Forty Shillings, carry {uch
Slave fo known, or caufe him to be carried to his Mafter or Owner, and not
to the Gaol or Marfhal, unlefs the Owner be unknown to him; and if any
Owner or Mafter fhall refufe to pay Three Shillings for taking fuch Slave
up, and Nine Pence per Mile, for the Diftance he was taken up at ( be-
ing brought to him) fhail, befides the faid Fees, ferfeit Forty Shillings.

XI. A~ p if any Marfhal or Deputy fhall deny to deliver any Slave in his
Cuftody on tender of his due Fees and Difburfements, he fhall lofe his Fees,
and forfeit Forty Shillings befides, each Refufal, and pay as in cafe of wrong
detaining another’s Slave for each Day detained. ~

XII. Anp it is further ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That on Com-
plaint made to any Juftice of any Crime done by any Slave or Slaves, fuch
Juftice fhall iffue out his Warrant for apprehending the Offenders, and for
all Evidences ; if the faid Juftice find fuch Crime not Capital, he may appoint
publick Correétion of fuch Slave; according to Difcretion, and award Satistaction
to the Parties injured, not exceeding Six Pounds; but if the Crime be hei-
nous, or the Damage greater than Six Pounds, then the faid Juftice fhall com-
mit the faid Offender to Prifon, or take Security, at his Difcretion, and then
appoint a Day for the Witnefs to appear, which Crime, Day, and Time
fuch Juftice is to certify to the next Neighbouring Juftice, who fhall join with
the aforefaid Juftice at the Time and Day appointed, as aforefaid ; which faid
Two Juftices (according to the Evidences that fhall be given before them)
thall give Sentence as the. Crime deferveth, and the faid Juftices fhall forthwith
iffue out their Warrant for executing the faid Sentence, and fuch Juftices may,
if they fee fit, condemn any Slave to the Party injured, until the Owner pay
fuch Damage, as fhall be by them adjudged to be paid to any Perfon in-
Jured.

XMI. A~ pany Juftice, who fhall negleét his Duty herein enjoined, hall
{orfeit for each time  offending T'wenty Pounds ; but in cafe more than Onc
Skwe be combining in a Crime, it is at the Diferction of fuch Juflices to
adjudge One to Death for example’s fake, and fave the Reft 5 and to command
the other Owners to contribute in Proportion for the Slave dying to his Own-
cr, as they judge the Value, and, on Refufal of Payment, fuch Juflices are to
ifluec Exccution on their Goods and Chattels, and fell them at peblick Oat-
cry, to fatisfy the Money by them fo appointed to be paid or congribuied

XEV. Anop oatis further enacted by the Authoriy  dovcfind, "Fhac il oy
shove lofe ife or Limb by Ponifhment for a Crine, by his Madter, o ghe
Juflices Order, no Perfon fhall be liable to the Law, for the fame,

XV. AN whereas an A&, intituled,  An AM fooe bringive fu Doy
Negroes, and Bmcouragement of fizch wwbo flall bring theme o, daicd ihe ighth
Day ot Iebruary, One thoufand fix hondred cighty one, confinmed By e,
Charles the Second of Blefled Memory, it was there provided, by a Clinfe
in the faid A&, ¢ That what Negro or other Stave thould abfene himiclf from
< their Mafters o' Miftrefles' Service (or the Space of "L'hree Months, or ap-
« wards, fhould be punifhed with Death 7 And whereas the Gid Clante
i the faid At by Txperience is fomctimes found too fevere, by reafon of now
ipnorant Staves; be it therefore enacted by the Authoriey aforetaid, "Phai ahe
id Clanfe is repealed, mde nolly and void
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Slaves abfent- XVI. Anp for the future be it enaded, That what Slaves foever fhall ab-
Pt ﬂ??é}’r““s fent themfelves from their Mafters or Miftreffes Service, during the Space of
Death, &2 Three Months, or upwards, {hall be punifhed with Death, lofs of Limb; or
Member, or publick Whipping, at the Difcretion of Two Juftices of the
, Peace, whom the faid offending Slaves fhall be brought before. ' _
#patoDeath,  XVIL A nD be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Owner
381 for him. of fuch Slave or Slaves, as thall be punithed with Death for the Offence a-
forefaid, fhall be fatisfied for the Lofs of fuch Slave, Eighteen Pounds current
Money, to be paid out of the Pyblick Treafury of this Ifland. ’
The chargeof X VIII. AnD be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That up-~
Tt bepad on any Publick Punifhment, that fhall by Sentence of any Juftice or Juftices

by Treafouerdf he inflicted by Virtue of this' A&, the Charge incident thereto thall be born
st by the Publick, and paid by the Treafurer by Order of the faid Juftice or
_ Juftices, provided the fame exceed not Five Pounds current Money. -
Pelonofiire ~ XIX. AN be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any
ing, &7c.in-  Perfon kill a Slave ftealing, or in Purfuit of him, being 2 Runaway, and refufe to
demaiied:  fubmit, fuch Perfon fhall not be lisble to any Profecution at Law ; any Law,
Cuftom, or Ufage to the contrary notwithftanding. \
Sclling Rum, = XX. Anp be it further enacted by the Autharity aforefaid, That if any
the sabbath  Perfon whatfoever fhall fell any Rum to a Slave on the Sabbath Day, orany
Do forfilt fort of dry Goods, by Barter, or otherwife, he fhall forfeit Three Pounds cur-
rent Money for each Offence.
AllPenalies X XT. AnD be it further enacted by the Aythority aforefaid, That all Pe~
recovered by  nalties mentioned in this A&, and not direéted how to be recovered and dif~
o om Pofed of, if not more than Six Pounds in Money, {hall be levied by a Juftice’s
Jutice. Warrant, directed to 2 Conftable, who is, on Penalty of Forty Shillings for
nitadlesiee. each Refufal, to execute all Warrants, and other Precepts direted to him,
and to receive for his Pains Eight per Cent, out of the faid Forfeitures ; and.
at above Six Pounds, to be recovered by A&ien of Debt in any Court of Re-
cord of this Ifland, and fhall be One Half to the King, for the Ufe of the
Publick of this Ifland, and the other Half to the Informer or Perfon fuing
for the fame. : -
free Negroes XXII Anp be it further enaGed by the Authority aforefaid, That all
Land,ro chooe Free Negroes, Mulattoes, or Jrdigns, not baving Land, (hall be obliged im

%ﬁi@’tﬁ;’ﬁ?ﬁ Thirty Days after the Date hereof to choofe fome Mafter or Miftrefs to. live

with. with, who fhall be owned by them, and with whom they fhall live, and take

their Abode, to the Intent that their Lives and Converfations may be known,
striking wire to be called to their refpetive Duties; and if any Free Perfon, not beinga
Servant,tobe 'White, fhall prefume to firike a White Servant, he fhall be by Order of the
whizesd  neye Juftice (on Proof of his firiking) feverely whipped, at the Difretion of
egroes ficfor the faid Juftice ; and that all Perfons who are not Whites, and are fit to go:

T'rad b g . . N .
bound for;  out to Trades, fhall be boind Apprentice to any Perfon. that will receive them

Xears. for Seven Years (unlefs they choofe a Mafter or Miftrefs to be bound to) by
the next Juftice, who fhall be informed of fuch Perfons, and who is im-
mediately to caufe them to be bound, in Ten Days after fuch Information,
to any willing to receive them, on Penalty of forfeiting Ten Pounds.

oy reeheee  XXIIE AND . beit enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That for the fu-

bove8 Acresof ture no Free Negro fhall be Owner or Poffeflor of mere than Eight Acres of

T ? Land, and in no Cafe fhall be deemed and accounted a Frecholder: Al-.

foch Peron  ways provided, That if any Negro. ever be Roffeffior: of more than Eight Acres:

" Acresmay fen of Land in his own Right, may within Six Months make Salg of the Qver-.
itin g Months, plug of the faid Land, and, for want of Sale- of the faid Land in the aforefiid
plusforfeited  ‘Time, the faid Overplus above Eight Agres to be forfeited to the Queen,

MiiGemary-  XXIV. AnD be it further enacted, That if any Miniffer of this Ifland.

mg Free Perlon {hall marry any Free. Perfon, fo any Slave in this Iland, fich Minifter {ball.

forfcit 5ok to forfeit to the Ufe of the Publick Fifty Pounds cusrent Money; to h@l:ecg;.
' ’ - VEIe:
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vered by Warrant ‘under the Hand of the Governor in Chief, Deputy Go- berecoveredby
‘vernor, or Prefident for the’ time being, of faid Ifland, in hature of an Ex- Warane |
ecution; directed to the Provoft Marfhal of this Ifland, who fhall levy the

fame. _ ' ’ ) , :
XXV. AN be it further enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That the TheFtee Per.
faid Free Perfon {o marrying fuch Slave, fhall pay to the Owner of ‘the o formrsss
Slave he hath married the Sum of Twenty Pounds, or be obliged by Order © the Owner,
of Two Juftices to ferve Four Years; all the aforefaid Forfeitures to beto Years.
the fame Ufes, and recovered after the fame Manner; as before recited in this HoWrecoiered,

A&
XXVL An~p it is further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if White Peron

. - iy beati
any White Perfon fhall firike; beat, or otherwife abufe any Free Negro, [z- Niag?figge’?
dian, or Mulatto, on Proof thereof made to any Juftice of the Peace; he fhall §oundo Set
be bound over to the Seffions, and be punithed at the Difcretion of the punifhed:

Juftices then fitting ; any Law or Ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

AN

LEEWARD I.rlan;lr.

Dated the Twenty eighth Day of June, Ohne thoufand feven biidred and
two, and in the Firft Year of the Reign of Queer Anne; over England;
Scotland, _France, and Ireland; &¢;
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