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N° 5. 

BAHAMA ISLANDS. 

An An for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Mufiees, and Indians, and for Jufpending 
feveral Alls therein mentioned, * 

WHEREAS many heinous and grievous Crimes, fuch as Murder, Poifoning, Burglaries, 
Robberies, Rapes, Burning and Breaking open Houfes, and other Felomes, are many 

Times committed by Negro, Mulatto, Muftees, or Indian Slaves, or are many Times malici- 
ouQy attempted by them to be committed, in which, though by divers Accidents they are pre- 
vented, yet are their Crimes neverdielefs heinous, and therefore deferve Punifhment: And 
whereas Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, and Indian Slaves, do many Times (leal, wilfully maim, 
kill, and deftroy Horfes, Cattle, Sheep, or other Things, of the Value of Six Shillings or above, 
or are acceflary to the committing of fuch Crimes as are before mentioned, which feveral Of- 
fenders, for Danger of Efcape, ought not to be long imprifoned, and deferve not, for the Bafe- 
nels of their Condition, to be tried by the eftablilhed Laws of England, nor is Execution to be 
delayed in cafe of their committing fuch horrid Crimes: Be it Ena&ed by the Governor, Council 
and Affcmbly,That if, after the Publication hereof, any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian Slave! 
mail be accufed of having committed, or having attempted to commit any of the Crimes before 
mentioned, upon Complaint thereof being made to any Juftice of the Peace, the faid Juftice 
fhall iffue out his Warrant for the apprehending the Offender, and for all Perfons to come 
before him that can give Evidence (and the Evidence of One Slave againft another, in this and 
all other Cafes, fhall be deemed good and fufficient Proof) and if upon Examination it probably 
appears, that the Apprehended is guilty, he fliall commit him or her to Prifon, and certify to 
any other Juftice the Caufe, and require him by virtue of this A£t to affociate himfelf to him 
which fuch Juftice is hereby required to do, and they fo affociated lhall iffue out their Warrant 
to fummon Three Freeholders or Houfekeepers, fetting forth to them the Matter, and requiring 
them to be at a certain Day and Hour, and at fuch Place as the faid Juftices fhall appoint for 
fuch Trial, at which Time and Place the faid Juftices and Freeholders or Houfekeepers fhall 
caufe the faid Offender and Evidence to come before them, and if they, on hearing of the Mat- 
ter (the faid Freeholders or Houfekeepers being by the Juftices firft fworn to judge uprightly 
and according to Evidence, which Oath the faid Juftices are hereby impowered and required to 
adminifter) fhall judge the Criminal guilty of the Offence complained of, they, or the major 
Part of them, of whom One to be a Juftice, fhall give Sentence of Death, or order fuch other 
Punifhment as they in their Judgment fhall think meet, and forthwith by their Warrant, direfbed 
to the Provoft Marfhal, or his Deputy, or any Conftable, caufe immediate Execution to be done 
upon fuch Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian Slave, in fome public Place, and the faid Ma- 
giftrates fhall feverally be entitled to the Sum of Fifteen Shillings, and the faid Freeholders or 
Houfekeepers fhall feverally be entitled to the Sum of Seven Shillings and Six Pence for the 
whole Procefs againft fuch Offender, and the Conftable, for Service of every Warrant or Sum- 
mons, fhall be entitled to the Sum of Three Shillings, and for caufing Execution to be done the 
Sum of Fifteen Shillings, all which Sums are to be paid out of the public Treafury of thefe 
Iflands. 

And be it further Enafbed, That if any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, fhall affault a 
White Perfon with a dangerous Weapon, whereby the Life of the Perfon fo affaulted may be 
greatly endangered, or make any Affault of a violent Nature, except a Slave, and in Defence of 
his or her Owner’s or Employer’s Perfon or Property, he or fhe fhall fuffer Death; and in cafe 
fuch Affault fhall be commirted by the Dire&ion of the Owner or Employer of fuch Negroj 
Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, fuch Owner or Employer fhall be liable to anfwer as by Law they 
ought; and if any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, be otherwife abufive to any Whitt 
Perfon, he or fhe fhall be punifhed by the Direttion of One Juftice of the Peace, or by Fine not 
exceeding Fifteen Pounds, or by Corporal Punilhment. 

And be it further Enafbed, That if any Freeholder or Houfckeeper fhall, upon Summons, 
refufe or negleft to appear and aft with the faid Juftices, and do not fhew Caufe for fuch 
Neglect or Refufal, to be approved of by the faid Juftices, he fhall forfeit Thi*e Pounds, 
to be forthwith levied on his Goods and Chattels by Warrant from the faid Juftices to a 
Conftable. 
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And be it further Enadted, That all fuch Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians, as have 
been Slaves, and are now free, fhall, for all Offences, capital or criminal, be tried and adjudged 
after the Manner and Method as before diredted for the Trial and Adjudging of Slavts, and the 
Evidence of a Slave againft them lhall be good and valid to all Intents and Purpofes, any Law, 
Ufage, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding. 

And be it hereby further Enadted, That no Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian Slave, (hall 
carry dangerous Weapons, or affemble together in any noify, riotous, or tumultuous Manner, 
and it fhail and may be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons to difarm and take up any Negro, Mu- 
latto, Mtiitee, or Indian Slave fo offending, and carry him or her before the next Juftice of the 
Peace, who is hereby impowered and diredted to caufe him or her to be whipped as he fhall think 
proper, for every luch Offence. 

And it is further Fnadled, That no Perfon or Perfons whatever fhall permit or fuffer any fuch 
noifv, riotous, and tumultuous Affcmblies, at or near their Houfes or Cabbins, under the Penalty 
of horty Shillings for every fuch Offence, to be recovered before any Juftice of the Peace to 
whom Complaint fhall be made thereof by One or more Evidences, the One Half to the Ufe 
of the I arifb, and the other Half to the Informer, which Fine fhall be levied by Diftrefs and 
Sale of the Offender s Goods, and if no fuch Goods are to be found, then fuch Perfon or Per- 
fbns fhall be committed to the Common Goal, there to remain Ten Days. 

And be it further Enadted, That no Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, fhall on any Pre- 
tence fell, barter, or carry about for Sale or Barter, any Spirituous Liquors, Dry Goods, 
Wares, or Merchandize, of any Kind whatfoever, and it fhall and may be lawful for any White 
Perfon to take and feize all fuch Spirituous Liquors, Dry Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, that 
fhall be found expofed to Sale or Baiter in the PofTeffion of any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or 
Indian, and they fhall be lodged in the Hands of the Provoft Marfhal, or his Deputy, who fhall 
forthwith fell the fame at public Vendue, and pay One Half the Proceeds to the Perfon who 
feized fuch Spirituous Liquors, Dry Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, and the other Half fhall be 
paid to the Churchwarden of Chrift Church Parifh, for the Ufe of the Poor; and any Negro, 
Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian fo offending, fhall receive Twenty Lafhes on the bare Back,°by 
the Order of any Magiftrate. 

And be it further Enabled by the Authority aforefaid. That if any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, 
or Indian, fhall engrofs or foreftall any Kind of Butchers Meat, Fifhy Plantains, Eggs, Fruit, 
Vegetables, or other Plantation Provilions, to carry about for Sale at Second Hand, fhall for- 
feit all fuch Articles which fhall be fold or difpofed of as aforefaid, and alfo fhall receive 
T wenty parties on the bare Back, by Order of any Magiftrate. 

And whereas it is notorious that Runaway Slaves have been often harboured, employed, and 
provided for in feme Inftances for a great Length of Time, by Slaves inhabiting and planting on 
the South Side, and other remote Parts of this Ifland, to the great Detriment of their Matters or 
Owners, and to the Prejudice of the Public; 

Be it Ena&ed, from and after the Publication hereof. That any Mafter or Owner who fhall fuf- 
fer his or her Slave or Slaves to plant and remain on any Lands at a great Diftance from his or her 
Refidence, without caufing fome White Perfon to dwell thereon, in order to infpeft and be a 
Check upon the Conduct of fuch Slave or Slaves, and in cafe of Neglect or Refufal to comply 
herewith within the Space of Two Months, he or fhe fhall be liable to forfeit fuch Plantation or 
Plantations to the Ufe of the Public. 

And in regard to Slaves that have been fuffered to make Plantations in the remote Parts of 
thefe I (lands, on Lands not the Property of their Owners, It is hereby Enabled, That if within 
One Month after Notice fhall have been given them to remove their Houfes and gather in their 
Crops, and break up their Plantations, it fhall and may be lawful for any Conftable or Conftables, 
by an Order from a Magiftrate, to take with him or them fuch Affiftance as may be neceffary, then 
to repair to the Plantations above deferibed to burn their Houfes or Huts, to deftroy their Crops, 
and all Improvements made thereon contrary to this A<ft, unlefs there fhould be found any Thing 
valuable that will bear the Expence of Removal, which in fuch Cafe they fhall caufe it to be 
brought to the Town of Naflau, and there publicly fold towards defraying the Expence of this 
Service; and for every Day the Conftable and others lhall be employed in fuch Service they fhall 
receive out of the public Treafury Twelve Shillings'per Day, allowing a reafonable Time in per- 
forming the Duty above mentioned. 

And be it further Ena&ed^ That if any Slave be found (trolling about, or rambling out of the 
Limits of his Matter’s or Owner’s Lands, or carrying a Firelock, Cutlafs, Sword, Bayonet, or Ma- 
chcet, without a Ticket from his Mafter or Employer, unlefs attending fome White Perfon of 

honeft 
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honeft Repute, or within the Limits of his Matter's or Owner’s Lands, which Tickets (hall fpe- 
cify the Name of the Slave, the Day of the Month and Week it was intended for, and the Hour 
of the Day, and (hall not exceed Twelve Hours ; and any Matter or Owner offending, contrary to 
the true Intent and Meaning hereof, (hall for every fuch Offence forfeit the Sum of Three Pounds 
to be recovered before any Magittrate: Any Negro taken with Arms contrary to the A6t fhall 
for every fuch Offence forfeit fuch Arms fo taken upon him, and on Convi&ion before any Ma- 
giftrate lhall be whipped at Difcretion, not exceeding One hundred Lafhes; and if any Negro 
ihall refufe to deliver fuch Arms, or to produce his Ticket to any White Perlbn on Demand 
thereof, and fhall refift fuch White Perfon in difarming him or them, it fhall and may be lawful 
for any White Perfon to kill any fuch Offender, any Law to the contrary thereof notwith- 
ftanding. 

And be it hereby further Enabled, That if any Slave fhall be killed by any Perfon or Perfons CLAUSE 
in the Execution of this A«tt, or under the Authority of the fame, the Perfon or Perfons by whom XIII. 
fuch Slave may be killed fhall as fpeedily as may be give Information thereof to fome Juftice of 
the Peace, who is hereby required to receive fuch Information on the Oath of the Perfon who 
might have lb killed any Slave as aforefaid, and alfo the Evidence or Information of any credible 
Perfon refpeifting the fame ; and if any Perfon fo killing any Slave fhall negleft forthwith to give 
the Information hereby required, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Sixty Pounds lawful Money 
of thefe Iflands. 

And whereas many Inconveniences have arifen from the Method of trying Negroes, Mulattoes, CLAUSE 
Muftees, and Indians Claims of Freedom at the Courts of Quarter Seflions only; Be it hereby XIV. 
Enadled, That from and after the Publication of this Aft it may at any Time be lawful for the Re- 
ceiver General and any Two Magiftrates to examine the Manumiffions or Paffes of any Negro, 
Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, pretending to be free, and if they fhould be forged, or otherwife in- 
fufficient, or producing no fatisfaftory Proof of their being free, then he, fhe, or they are to be 
forthwith committed to the Common Gaol, and fuch Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, or Indians 
ftiall remain there not longer than One Month, when the Provoft Marfhal is required, after giv- 
ing Three Days public Notice, to caufe the laid Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, or Indians to be 
fold by public Auftion, and the Money arifing from the Sale (lawful Charges, and a Commiflion 
of Five per Cent, being firft dedufted) fhall be paid into the Treafury of thefe Iflands, and 
there fhall be lodged for the Term of Twelve Months, in order that the Owner, on due Proof of 
his Property, may receive the fame; but if after the Time above mentioned no Owner (hall 
appear, or fhall fail in fupporting his Claim, then the Money fhall be applied towards defraying 
the contingent Charges of this Government; and the Provoft Marfhal, on the Commitment of 
fuch Negro, is hereby ordered to put up an Advertifement without Delay, deferibing as particu- 
larly as may be the Negroes, Mulattoes, or Indians fo committed, that the Owner or Owners may 
receive Notice thereof: But if any fuch Claimant of Freedom as is above deferibed fhall appear 
to be bona fide free, %nd his or her Manumiffion or Pafs fhall be judged good and valid, he or fhc 
fhall be warned and ordered by the Magiftrates to depart this Government in Three Months, 
under the Penalty of lofing his or her Freedom, unlefs he or fhe gives Security to pay Ninety 
Pounds into the Treafury at the End of Three Months ; and if any Free Man of Colour fhall by 
Indenture or other Contraft of Servitude attempt to evade this Law, and it fhall appear to the Re- 
ceiver General and Two other Magiftrates that fuch Indenture or Contraft has been antedated, or 
is otherwife fraudulent, the fame is hereby declared to be void and of no Effeft; and the White 
Perfon to whom fuch Indenture or Contraft fhall be made fhall on Conviftion for every fuch 
Offence forfeit the Sum of Thirty Pounds, to be paid into the public Treafury of thefe 
Iflands. 

And the Governor or Commander in Chief is hereby empowered and requefted to iffue his Pro- CLAUSE 
clamation commanding all Free Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, or Indians, or that call them- XV, 
felves Free, to be and appear before the Receiver General in the Space of One Calendar Month 
after the Publication of this Aft; and if they do not make their Appearance in the Time above 
mentioned the Governor or Commander in Chief is further defired to ifftie a Second Proclama- 
tion for the fame Purpofe, offering a Reward of Six Pounds to be paid out of the public Treafury 
to any Perfon or Perfons (White or Black) that may apprehend the fame, and deliver him or her 
unto the Cuftody of the Provoft Marfhal, that the Validity of his or her Claim of Freedom may 
be legally tried. 

And be it further Enafted, That if any Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian be found CLAUSE 
out of his Houfe bearing Fire Arms, Cutlafs, Sword, Bayonet, or Macheet, without a Ticket from XVI. 
a Magittrate, any White Perfon may, and every Conftable is required, as Part of his Duty, to dif- 
arm the faid Freeman, and bring him before a Magittrate; and the Conftable fhall produce the 
Arms fo taken to the Magittrate, who may order him to retain them to his own Ufe, as a Reward 
for bringing fuch Offenders before him, and the Magiftrate may commit the Offender to the Com- 
mon Gaol, at Difcretion, if the Nature of his Offence fo require, not exceeding One Month: And 

x as 
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as all People of the above Defcription (except Men of Property) Ihould get their livelihood 

vffiWr ‘Lafn9 Krn rrl. H Dr7,'? Day livin§ in an idle> vaSr3nt Manner, without viliblc Means of Subfiftence, it (hall be lawful for any Perfon, and every Conftable is hereby re- 
qinred lnf0[m a Magiftrate, that he may be committed to the Common Gaol, there to remain 

the Public be tranfp0rted, n0t t0 return under Penalty of forfeiting his Freedom to the Ufe of 

CLAUSE 

XVII. 
Be it further Enabled, That whofoever (hall apprehend any Slave that (hall, after the Publi- 

T^k0n MU "r1 and beabfent from his or her Owner above Fourteen Days and under Three Months fuch Perfon (hall be entitled to, as a Reward, the Sum of Three Pounds from 
the Owner of fuch Runaway and (hall bring, or caufe to be brought, the faid Runaway before 
fome Magiftrate, under the Penalty of Six Pounds j and the Magiftrate (hall order fuch Punilh- 
ment to be infixed on the (aid Runaway as he (hall think proper, and alfo order the Owner 
of fuch Runaway to pay the Reward above-mentioned, which, if the faid Owner (hall refufe to 
do, the hud Magiftrate (hall order the faid Runaway to be delivered to the Provoft Marlhal 
who is hereby required to pay the faid Reward; and it (hall and may be lawful for the faid 
Provoft Marftial to detain and keep in Cuftody the Body of fuch Runaway until his or her 
Owner (hall pay unto him what he (hall fo pay unto the Perfon who (hall have apprehended the 
laid Runaway, with Two Shillings per Pound for advancing the Money, and alfo One Shilling 
and Six Pence for every Twenty-four Hours the faid Slave (hall remain in Cuftody, as an AD 
lowance for the Maintenance of fuch Slave, or until the End of Six Months; and if the Owner 
o luch Slave (hall not, within Six Months from the Day fuch Slave was committed, pay to the 
Provoft Marftial the Money by him advanced, and refpeftive Allowance before-mentioned, it 
ihali and may be lawful for him to difpofe of fuch Slave at public Salt , after giving Three Day’s 
ISotice, and after detaining the before-m ntioned Advance Money, and Allowances and Com- 
millions on fuch Sale, he (hall return the Overplus to the former Owner of the faid Slave. 

CLAUSE And be it further Enadted, That any Slave who may be now run away, and (hall not, within 
XVIII. One Month after the Publication of this Adt, return to his or her Owner, or any Slave that (hall, 

after the Publication hereof, abfent him or herfclf from his or her Owner for the Space of Three 
Months fucceffively, fuch Slave (hall be deemed an Outlaw; and, as an Encouragement to 
apprehend and bring to Juftice fuch Runaways, any Perfon or Perfons who (hall'apprehend 
any fuch Runaway, either dead or alive, (hall be paid out of the public Treasury Twenty 
Pounds for every Slave fo apprehended and taken; and any fuch Slave taken alive (hall be de- 
livered by the Perfon apprehending him or her into the Hands of the Provoft Marftial of 
thefe Iflands, who is hereby ordered and diredted to put every fuch Runaway Slave into Irons, 
and forthwith to make his Report thereof to fome Juftice of the Peace, who, with the Aftiftance 
of another Magiftrate and Three Freeholders (hall proceed to Trial, and on Con via ion (hall 
order Execution of every fuch Runaway Slave, unlefs it (hall appear to them that fuch Slave 
has received fuch cruel Ufage from his or her Owner or Owners as to have been the Caufe of his 
or her running away, then and in fuch Cafe the faid Magiftrates, and Freeholders or Houfe- 
keepers, (hall fentence fuch Offender to be tranfported off thefe Iftands: Provided always, and 
it is hereby further Enadted, that every Owner (hall, within Fourteen Days after the running 
away of his or her Slave, give Notice thereof by Advertifements to be affixed at the ufual 
public Places, which (hall be proved by Oath of One credible Witnefs, wherein (hall be in- 
fected the Name and Defcription of fuch Runaway, by Means whereof he or (lie may be the 
more eafily apprehended; and in cafe the Owner as aforefaid (hall negledt fo to do, he or (he 
lhall not receive any Satisfadtion from the public Treafury for fuch Slave as (hall be fo killed 
or executed. 

CLAUSE 

XIX. 
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And it is further Enadbed, That if any White Perfon (hall hereafter be guilty of employing, 
concealing, enticing, entertaining, or fending off thefe Iftands any Runaway Negro or other 
Slave, who lhall be fufpedted of having committed any Capital Offence, every fuch White Per- 
fon, guilty of any fuch Offence, lhall forfeit the Sum of Six Pounds, One Half to the Perfon who 
lhall inform and fue for the fame, and for Want of Diftrefs fuch Offender (hall receive Sixty 
Stripes at the public Whipping Poll, by Order of the Court in which fuch Fine (hall be fued 
for, and the Informer fnall receive Thirty Pounds from the public Treafury, upon producing a 
Certificate from the Court who (hall order fuch Punifhment to be inflidled, and fuch Offender 
lhall alfo be liable to the Owner’s Adtion at Law for the Value of fuch Slave; and if any Free 
Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, (hall be found guilty of any fuch Offence, he or (he (hall 
forfeit his or her Freedom, and be fold and tranfported off thefe Iflands by Order of Three Juf- 
tices of the Peace, who are hereby irrpowered to take Cognizance of every fuch Offence, and 
to make fuch Orders, and to diredt the due Execution thereof; and any Perfon who (hall in- 
form againft any luch Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, (hall, on Convidion and Sale of 
fuch Offender, be entitled to and receive One Half of the Money arifing from fuch Sale; and 
if any Slave (hall be guilty of fuch Offence, he or (he (hall be publicly whipped, at the Difcre- 
tion of any Juftice of Peace to whom Complaint and Proof thereof (hall be made; and any 

t Perfon 
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Perfon fo informing, fhall, on Convi&ion, be entitled to and receive, out of the public Treafury, 
a Reward of Six Pounds, on producing a Certificate under the Hands of the Magiftrates before 
whom fuch Offender fliall be convidted. 

Be it alfo F.na&ed, That it (hall not be lawful for the Owner of any Runaway Slave to fell 
fuch Runaway during His or her Abfence to any Perfon whatfoever; and if the Sale of any fuch 
Slave (hall be difcovered, the Buyer and Seller thereof (hall refpedtively forfeit the Sum of Thirty 
Pounds, One Half of which (hall be to the Informer, or to any Perfon who (hall fue for the 
(ame; and fuch Runaway (hall be tried in Manner hereinbefore diredbed, and the Owner or 
Purchafer (hall not be entitled to any Reward therefor out of the public Treafury. 

And it is further Enadted, That if any Perfon (hall, by Accident, kill any Negro or other 
Slave, he or (he (hall not be liable ro any Punilhment therefor, but the Owner’s Adlion at Law 
for the Value of the Negro or other Slave fo killed; and if any Perfon (hall wilfully kill any 
Negro or other Slave, he or (he (hall be tried, and if found guilty (hall fuffer for the fame ac- 
cording to the Laws of England, Forfeiture of Goods and Chattels, Lands and Tenements, only 
excepted. 

And be it futher Enadled, That the Oath of Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, or Indians, (hall 
not be good or valid in Law againft any White Perfon, excepting in Matters of Debt, and 
then any Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian Chriftian, (hall be allowed to prove his or her 
Account, and fue for the fame in any Court in thefe Iflands, where the fame (hall be cog- 
nizable. 

And be it alfo Enadted, that when any Slave (hall fuffer Death, Two Juftices, and Three 
Freeholders or Houfekeepers, (hall forthwith enquire what Treatment fuch Slave had received 
from his or her Owner; and if it (hall appear to them, or the major Part of them, that the 
Owner of fuch Slave had inhumanly ufed him or her, and that Neceffity or cruel Ufage might 
have compelled fuch Slave to run away, or to the Commiflion of the Offence for which he or (he 
(hall have (offered, the Owner (hall not be entitled to or receive any Allowance for fuch Slave; 
but if it (hall otherwife appear to the faid Juftices, and Freeholders or Houfekeepers, they (hall 
then and in that Cafe value the faid Slave at a certain Sum, not to exceed Sixty Pounds, and cer- 
tify the fame to the Governor or Commander in Chief for the Time being, who is hereby defired 
to iflue his Warrant to the Treafurer to pay the Value of fuch Slave to the Owner thereof. 

And be it alfo Enadled, That from and after the Publication hereof, every Slave who (hall be 
found out of his or her Owner’s Houfe or Cabbin, where fuch Slave is known and allowed to 
refide, at any Time between the Hour of Nine in the Evening and Day-break, without a Ticket 
from his or her Owner or Employer, (hall be taken up by any Conftable who (hail be informed 
thereof, or difeover any Slave fo offending, and conveyed to Gaol, in order to be punilhed the next 
Day at the public Whipping Poft, at the Difcretion of any Magiftrate before whom fuch Slave 
(hall beconvidted. 

And be it further Enadled, That no Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, (hall vend or retail 
any Spirituous Liquors whatfoever, and if any Slave (hall, contrary to the Intent and Meaning 
of this Acl, and without the Knowledge of his or her Owner or Employer, fell or vend any 
Spirituous Liquors, fuch Slave, for every fuch Offence, (hall be publicly whipped, by Order of 
any Magiftrate before whom Proof thereof (hall be made; but if it (hall appear to have been 
done with the Knowledge of his or her Owner or Employer, then and in that Cafe the faid 
Owner or Employ* r (hall pay a Fine of Twenty Pounds, One Half whereof (hall be to the In- 
former who (hall fue for the lame; and if any Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, (hall fell 
any fuch Spirituous Liquors, he or (he (hall pay the like Fine of Twenty Pounds, One Half 
whereof (hall be to the Informer who (hall fue for the fame; and for Want of Diftrefs, fuch Free 
Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, (hall forfeit his or her Freedom to the Public, and the In- 
former (hall be paid the Sum of Ten Pounds out of the Treafury. 

And be it hereby Enadled, That every Slave who (hall be feen playing at Dice, Cards, or 
be guilty of any other Kind of Gaming, (hall be publicly whipped, by Order of any Juftice of 
the Peace to whom Complaint (hall be made; and that every Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, 
or Indian, who (hall be found guilty of any Kind of Gaming, (hall forfeit and pay a Fine of Six 
Pounds, One Half whereof (hall be to the Informer who (hall fue for the fame, or (hall fuffer 
Thirty Days Imprifomnent by Order of fuch Magiftrate; and if any Keeper of a Tavern or 
Punch H011 ft (hall fufffr any Slaves to tipple or intoxicate themfelves, with Rum or any other 
Liquor, or fuffer any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, to game in or about his or her Houfe 
or Yard, or (hall entertain or fuffer to remain in his or her Houfe or Lot after the Hour of Nine 
of the Clock at Night, any Slave, fuch Keeper of Tavern or Punch Houfe (hall pay a Fine of 
Three Pounds, to be recovered by the Informer, by a Warrant from the Juftice before whom fuch 
Information (hall be lodged. 

M And 
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And be it further Ena&ed, That if any Negro or other Slave, at any Time of Invafion or Ap- 
pearance of an Enemy, (hall happen to be killed in the Service of the Country, the Owner of fuch 
Negro or other Slave (hall be paid out of the public TreafurVthe full Value of fuch Slave, to be 
alcertained by any Two Juftices of the Peace. 

And whereas it is cuftomary for Owners to commit their Slaves to the Common Gaol for flight 
Offences, which do not extend to a Breach of this Aft; and as no Proviflon has hitherto been 
made for the Provoft Marfhal for his Trouble in receiving them: 

Be it therefore Enafted, If after the Publication hereof any Owner (hall fend his or her Slave, 
who (hall not have been guilty of any of the Capital Crimes hereinbefore recited, to Gaol, the 
Provoft Marfhal, or his lawful Deputy, fhall forthwith take the faid Slave into Cuftody, and 
him or her fafely keep until releafed by the Owner, and (hall receive for his Trouble from 
the fa id Owner Three Shillings, together with Nine Pence for every Day fuch Slave (hall 
have remained in the Gaol, provided fuch Slave (hall have been maintained by the Provoft 
Marmal. 

a^° Ena<^ed, That the Provoft Marfhal (hall be allowed and receive out of the 
pub.ic Treafury Nine Pence per Day for the Maintenance of every Negro, Mulatto, Muftee 
or Indian, who (hall be committed to the Gaol for any Capital Crime before mentioaed. 

And be it aifo Enafted, That for all Warrants and Executions which (hall be granted by any 
Magiftrate, and ferved by any Conftable, for any Fines and Forfeitures impofed by this Aft, 
fuch Magiftrate and Conftable (hall refpeftively be entitled to and receive the fame Fees from 
the Perfon who may have oftended, as are direfted to be paid for like Services by an Aft, intituled. 
“ An Aft to prevent vexatious, tedious, and troublefome Law Suits, &cand for all Warrants 
granted for apprehending and punilhing of Slaves for fuch Crimes as are not deemed Capital 
by this Aft; the like tees (hall be paid by the Owners ot fuch Slave as for the laft-memioned 
Services. 

And be it alfo Enafted, That any Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, who (hall for any Of- 
fence againft this Aft forfeit his or her Freedom to the Public, (hall on fuch Forfeiture be 
committed to the Common Gaol until difpofed of, and the Provoft Marfhal is hereby impowered 
and direfted to difpofe of fuch Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, at public Outcry, within 
Ten Days from his or her Commitment, and after dedufting thereout the Charges of maintaining 
fuch Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, together with Commiflions at and after the Rate of 
Five Pounds per Cent, to pay the furplus Money arifing from fuch Sale into the public Trea- 
iury; and any Perfon who (hall purchafe fuch Offender (ball, within Three Months from the 
Day of fuch Sale, tranfport the faid Offender from thefe Iflands, and the faid Negro, Mulatto 
Muftee, or Indian, (hall remain in the Cuftody of the Provoft Marfhal, at the Charge of the 
Purchaicr, until tranfported; and if any fuch Offender who (hall be tranfported (hall^hereafter 
return to thefe Iflands, upon Complaint made to any Juftice of the Peace he, upon View of 
the Record, is hereby impowered and required immediately to ifilie a Warrant, under his Hand 
and Seal, direfted to fome Conftable, for the Execution of fuch Oftenders, in fuch Manner ic 
before direfted for Capital Crimes. S 

And be it further Enafted, That all Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures mentioned in this Aft 
and not hereinbefore difpofed of, (hall be to His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, for and 
towards defraying the contingent Charges of this Government; and that all Sums exceeding Six 
Pounds (hall be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any of His Majefty’s Courts of 
Record within thefe Iflands, and fuch as are of the Sum aforefaid, or under, (hall be recovered 
before any Magiftrate, who is hereby required to grant Execution for the fame. 

And, to the Intent that this Aft may be duly executed, Be it Enafted, That the Juftices 
on their appointing Conftables for the llland of New Providence, in their Quarter Seffions* 
(hall give the fame in Charge to the faid Conftables, on Oath; and if any Conftable (hall 
know of any Offence againft this Aft, and (hall not endeavour to bring the Offender or 
Offenders to Punifliment, as herein is direfted, he (hall, on Proof thereof, forfeit the Sum 
of Six Pounds to the Perfon who (hall inform and fue for the fame before any Ma- 
giftrate. 3 

And be it further Enafted, That if, after the Publication hereof, any Free Negro, Mulatto, 
Muftee, or Indian, (hall come into thefe Iflands to refide, he or (he (ball pay into the public 
Treafury, for the defraying the contingent Charges of this Government, the Sum of Ninety 
Pounds, or depart thereout in Three Months, under Penalty of forfeiting his or her Freedom to 
the Public. 
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And it is hereby further Ena&ed, That from and after the Publication hereof, if the Owner CLAUSE 
of any Slave ftiall manumit or make free fuck Slave, fo as to entitle him or her to the XXXVI. 
Liberties or Indulgences which any Free Negro, Mulatto, Muftee, or Indian, may enjoy or 
receive by virtue of the before-mentioned Aft, he. or ftie ftiall pay unto the Receiver General 
and Treasurer the Sum of Ninety Pounds, lawful Money of thefe Iftands, towards defraying the 
contingent Charges of this Government. 

Be it Enafted, That if the Owner of any Slave who ftiall run away and be abfent from his 
fud Owner for the Space of Three Months after the Publication hereof, fhall thereafter receive 
the faid Runaway, and ftiall not forthwith deliver him or her to the Provoft Marfhal, in order 
to be tried in Manner as is direfted by the faid Aft, fuch Owner ftiall be deemed a Concealer 
and Harbourer of fuch Runaway, and be liable to the Penalties therein mentioned. 

Whereas Criminals often go unpuniftied, for Want of a proper Perfon to execute the Sentence of CLAUSE 

the Judges; Be it Enafted, That the Sum of Forty-five Pounds, lawful Money of thefe Iftands, be XXXVll. 
paid out of the public Treafury per Annum, in Quarterly Payments, to any Perfon who may un- 
dertake and perform faithfully the Duty of a public Whipper for thefe Iftands, to be approved by 
Three Juftices of the Peace, who art hereby required to give a Certificate of their Approbation 
thereof j and his. Excellency the Governor, or Commander in Chief for the Time being, is 
defired to iflue his Warrant for the Payment of the fame : And if the Owner of any Slave ftiall 
apply to the public Whipper to correft his or her Slave or Slaves, the public Whipper is hereby 
ordered and direfted to catife fuch Corporal Puniftiment as is ordered by the Owner to be in- 
flifted on him or her by whipping, not exceeding the Number of One hundred Laffces, on the 
bare Back ; for which Service the Whipper ftiall receive Three Shillings from the Owner of every 
Slave he may fo punifti. 

And be it further Enafted, That all and every Aft and Afts, and Claufes thereof, refpefting 
the governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians, heretofore made, ftiall be and are hereby 
fufpended during the Continuance of this Aft. 

Palled the General Aflembly, aad June 1784. 

JOHN BOYD, Speaker. 

Palled the Council, 25th June 1784. 

R. HUN T, Pref. 

Aftented to this 7th Day of July 1784. 

JOHN MAXWELL. 

Publiflied 7th July 1784. 

RICHARD HUTCHESON, P. M. 

N° 6. 

An A^f for explaining and amending an An pajfed in the Twenty-fourth Tear of His 
prefent Majejly’s Reign, intituled, “ An An for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, 
“ Muftees, and Indians, and for fufpendingfever al Ans therein mentioned." 

Viy' H E R E A S fome Inconveniences have arifen, and may arife, from the Mode of determin- PREAMBLE. 
ing the Claims or Applications of Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians, for Free- 

dom, under the Powers given in and by an Aft palled in the Twenty-fourth Year of His prefent 
Majefty’s Reign, intituled, ft An Aft for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Muftees, and Indians, 
« and for fufpending feveral Afts therein mentionedIn order to provide againft any fuch 
Inconveniences, and to explain and amend the faid Aft, Be it Enafted and Declared, by his 
Excellency the Right honourable John Earl of Dunmore, His Majefty’s Lieutenant and Governor 
General, the Council, and the General Aflembly of thefe Iftands, and by the Authority of the fame, ^ 
That from and after the Publication of this Aft it lhall and may be lawful for the Receiver juftiw* of »he P«ce. 

General of thefe Iftands for the Time being, and any Two or more Juftices of the Peace, and 
they are hereby authorized Monthly, and on the Firft Monday in every Month in every Year, to AppiicJi^Tot' 

§ meet Ncgroet.&c. 

135 

© UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Copyright© 2007 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved. 


