BAHAMAS.

Ax ACT to prohibit the selling, purchasing, hiring or employing of certain
Foreign Slaves, except as is therein excepted ; for authorizing the Provost
Marshal to sell, confine and transport the same; and for other purposes
therein mentioned, [{23d December 1795.]

HEREAS itis necessary for the safety and tranquillity of these Islands, that

all communication between the slaves thercof, and certain slaves and people of \_

colour who have been lately, or may be hereafter brought to or shall arrive or
be found in these Islands should as much as possible be prevented: May it please
Your Majesty, that it may be cnacted, and be it enacted, by his excellency the right
honourable John carl of Dunmore, Your Majesty’s licutenant and governor general,
the councll and assembly of Your Majesty's Babama Islands, and it is hereby
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same, That from and after the expiration
of six months next after the publication of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any
person or persons whatever, to sell purchase hire or cmploy any slave or slaves,
which to his her or their knowledge did, or now do, belong to any subject of the
Irench government, or to any person or persons residing within any of the territories
colonies or dowminions thercof, and which slave or slaves has or have been imported
or bronght into these Islands since the twelfth day of I'cbruary one thousand seven
hundred and nincty-three, or which shall or may be hercafter brought, or shall
arrive or be found within these Islands, from the Island of Saint Domingo, or any
Freuch colony whatsoever ; and that any person or persons selling, purchasing, hiving or
cmploying any such slave or slaves, coutrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act,
shall forfeit the sum of one hundved and fifty pounds for cach slave so sold, purchased,
hired or employed, to be recovered as is hereinafter divected : Provided nevertheless,
that nothing herein contained shall extend to prevent the sclling, purchasing, hiving
or ewploving, in the Tslands of New Providence, Harbour Island, and Lleuthera,
their depeundencies, and Watling's Island, any Trench negrods or slaves already
imported or brought into these Islands.

ad. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after
the expiration of six months next after the publication of this Act, it shall not be
lawful for any person orpersons to hire or employ any such negro or other Irench
slave or slaves, as hath or have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth day
of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, or such as may hereafier
be brouglit into the same on board of any droging, wreeking, or other vessel belonging
to any inhabitant or inhabitants of these Islands, and employed in the trade of the
same, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds for every cuch negro or
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negrocs, now actually belonging to any inhabitant of the Island of New Providence,
Harbour Island and Eleuthera, in any vessel or vessels resorting to the coast of
Florida, for the purpose of turtling, fishing or wrecking. ‘

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in casc any such
French negro or other slave shall be found at large in any of these Islands, ‘except
(as is hercinbefore excepted) in the Islands of New Piovidence, Harbour Island and
Eleuthera, their dependencies, and Watling's Tsland, all and every of His Majesty's
subjects are licreby required and empowered to apprehend such French negro o1 other
slave, and to carvy him her or thew before any justice of the peace, he is hereby
required and empowered to associate with any two other Justices, who together shail
take the cxamination of such negro or other [rench slave, and commit him or her
to the common gaol in the town of Nassau, and shall transmit o copy of such
examination, and also a copy of his or her warrant of commitment, to the provost
marshal, under the penalty of one hundred and fifty pounds ; and the provost marshal
is hereby empoweresd and required to receive into his custody and charge all and
every such French negro or other slave, and to sell him or her for trm{éportution,
as soon after as opportunity shall ofler, and to advertize the sale and transportation
of such negro or other slave, under the penalty of oune hundred and fifty pounds for
every neglect ; and the monies arising from any such sule, after deduct'iug the tauial
connnissions and charges, shall be paidinto the public treasury ; provided nevariheless,
that if any owner or owners of such sluve or slaves, shull appear and make good Lis
her or their cluim to such slave or slaves, within six months next after such sule, then
in such case, the monics arising therefrom, shall be paid over to such owner or
owners, after deducting therefrom a further commission of six pounds per cebtun,

4th.  And whereas divers rench subjects, planters and other free inhubitants of
Saint Domingo, and having property there, ave forced, by the tyranny and oppression
of the persons having the government of that colony in their hands, or for other
reasons, are obliged to quit the said colony, and to take their departure on board
neutral vessels, ave frequently brought into the port of Nassau by ships of war and
private armed vessels having commissions or letters of marque ;- and whereas the:
slaves of such persons, being French property, are liable to condemnation in the
court of vice admiralty of these Islands; be it therefore enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That on the arrival of any ship or vessel, which may hercafier be captured
by any ship of war or other commissioned vessel, and brought into the port of Nassau
for adjudication, and on board of which there shall be any French slave or slaves,
the prize master, or other person having the command or direction of such ship or
vessel shall, and he is hereby required and divected to make awritten report, on
oath, to the receiver-general and treasurerof such slave ar slaves, with such particulars
respecting the same s may have come to his knowledwe; and the said recciver.
general and treasurer is hereby required to deliver, or cause to be delivered, as
specdily as may be, to the provost marshal, an exact copy of such report, and the
provost marshal shall forthwith imake a demand of such slave or slaves, in order that
they may be, without loss of time, delivered to him or his deputy; and on such
delivery he is directed and required to commit the said slave or slaves to the common
unol, there to remain, at the expence of the capters, until disposed of according to
the true intent and meaning of this act.

sth, And be it further cnacted, That in case any prize-master, or other person
whom jt may concern, shall neglect or delay to make the report required of him
within twelve hours after his arrival in the port of Nussau, or shall neslect or refuse
to deliver any slave or slaves demanded as aforesaid to the said provoest marshal or
his deputy, he shall forfeit and pay the sam of one hundred pounds for such neglect
relusal or delay.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in case of condemnation
in the court of vice-adiniralty of any such slave or slaves as lawful price, the same
shall be sold for transportation only for the benefit of the captors; and in case of
acquittal of such slave or staves, the claimant or claimants of the same shall trausport
such slave or slaves from these Islands within the space of one menth fromn such
sentence of acquittal : Provided nevertheless, that in case either of condemnation or
acquittal in the said cowrt of vice-adiniralty, it shall and may be lawful for the
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frovost marshal to detain and secure in gaol all such slaves so condermed or — BAUAMAS.
acquitted, until they shall be transported as is hereinbefore directed. N

th. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, Thatin case the proprietor
or proprietors shall not transport his her or their said slave or slaves, within the term
of three mounths from their acquittal as aforesaid, that then it shall and may be
law{ul for the provost marshal or his deputy, to sell and transport him her or thens,
in manuer as 1s herein before dirccted; and each and cvery proprietor of any slave
or slaves, who shall wilfully delay or neglect to transport the same, as berein directed
aud required, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds for every
slave not transported in conformity to this act; and the mounics arising {rom the sale
of any such slave or slaves shall, after deducting a comrission of five pounds per
centum and all expences, be paid by the said marshal into the public treasury.

8th. And beitfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That auy person possessed
of Irench slaves who have been breught into these Islands since the twelfth day
of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, shall, within three
months next after the publication of this act, and for which notice for that purpose
shall be given in the Bahama Gazette, deliver in an account, on cath, of the number
and quantity of all such slaves to the receiver general, under the penalty of one
hundred and fifty pounds for every such slave so unaccounted for.

gth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, That it shall and may be
lawful for any justice of the peace, constable or other peace officer, at any time
after the expiration of two months from and after the publication of this act, to
take up and arrest, and to commit to the common gaol, any fiee negro, mulatto, or
other person of colour, being French, brought into these islands since the said twelth
day of February one thousand seven hundred and nincty three, or which shall
hercatier be brought into these islaids, and who shall be found at large in the island
of New Providence, or any other island within this government ; and the provost
marshal or keeper of the gaol, is hereby directed and required to receive such frce
negro, tulatto or other person of colour, and him or her to detain and keep n the
common gaol aforcsaid, until he or she shall cause himsclf or herself to be transported
at his or her own expence.

10th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fings, forfeitures
and penalties under this act, shall be sved for in the name of the King, or of the
receiver general and treasurer, in the general court of these Islands ; and on judgment
against the defendant, full costs of suit shall be allowed and paid; and that the
monies so recovered shall be applied, as may be directed by any act to be passed
in this present session, or in any future session of the generul assembly, and not
otherwise, ‘

11th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any action or
suit shall be brought or comnenced against any porson or persons, for any matter or
thing done or to be done in pursuance of this act, the defendant or defendants may
plead the general issue, and give this act and the special matter in evidence ; and in
case of nonsuit or discontinuence, or upon verdict or demuvrer, judgment shall be
given agninst the plaintiff or plaintils, the defendant or defendants shall and may
rceover treble costs of suit.

1oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act shall
continne and be in force from and after the publication thereof, for and during the
term of three years, wnd from thence to the end of the next sexsion of the assembly,
and no longer.

An ACT to consolidate and bring into one Act, the several laws rclating
to Slaves, aud for giving them further protection and security ; for altering
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending
the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other
purposes. [1790.]

WITEREAS it is expedient that the laws which have been enacted for the govern-
maent of slaves, should be consolidated and brought into one act; that some further

provisions should be made for their proteetion; and that the mede of trying slaves,
220, charged
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