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SIiivus iicquill<*ri to 
l)p ti.inspor!oil in 
ihic'c luonlbs. 

rpnallv. 

l’er.siiiis having 
I'Vench slaves to 
reporl the same to’ 
the receiver 
aencral. 

French |)ersons of 
colour to he antM- 
ed and coniniiucd 
to gaol, until they 
transport them- 
selves. 

ftrovbst marshal to detain and secure in gaol all such slaves so cdnclciiined or 
acquitted, until they shall be transported as is iicreinbelbre directed. 

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforcs<tid,Thatin case the proprietor 
Or proprietors shall not transport his her or their said slave or slaves, within the term 
of three months from their acquittal as aforesaid, that then it shall and may be 
lawful for the provost marshal or his deputy, to sell and transport him her or them', 
in tnamier as is herein before directed; and each and every proprietor of any slave 
or slaves, who shall wilfully delay or neglect to transport the same, as herein directed 
and required, shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and lifty pounds for every 
slave not transported in conformity to this act; and the monies arising IVoin the sale 
of any such slave or slaves shall, after deducting a commission of live pounds per 
centum and all expences, be paid by the said marshal into the i)ublic treasury. 

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person possessed 
of French slaves who have been brought into these Islands since the twelfth day 
of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, sliall, within three 
months next after the publication of this act, and for which notice for that purpose 
shall be given in the Bahama Gazette, deliver in an account, on oath, of the number 
and quantity of all such slaves to the receiver general, under the penalty ot one 
hundred and fifty pounds for every such slave so unaccounted for. 

qlh. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be 
lawful for any justice of the peace, constable or other peace officer, at any lime 
after the expiration of two months from and after the publication of this det,, to 
take up and arrest, and to commit to the common gaol, any free negro, mulatto, or 
other person of colour, being French, brought into these islands since the said twelfth 
day of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety three, or which ^ shall 
hereafter be brought into these islands, and who shall be found at large in the island 
of New Providence, or any other island within this government; and the provost 
marshal or keeper of the gaol, is hereby directed and required to receive such free 
negro, mulatto or other person of colour, and him or her to detain and keep in the 
common gaol aforesaid, until he or she shall cause liimsolf or horsell to be transported 
at his or her own ex pence. 

Fines, Sic. in wliosu 
unme. 

that the 
monies so recovered shall he applied, as may be directed by any- act to be passed 
in this pre.sent session, or in any future .session of the gcncml assembly, and not 
olhcrwi.sc. 

11 th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any action or I’ersons sued to 
suit shall be brought or commenced against any person or persons, for any matter or the general _ 
tiling done or to bo done in pur.-^unneo of this act, the defendant or defendants may 
jilcad the general issue, and give this act and the special matter in evidence ; and in 
case of nonsuit or discontinuence, or upo’u verdict or dcmnrror, judgment shall be 
given against the plainlilV or plainlilVs, the defendant or defendants shall and may 
recover treble costs of suit. 

lulli. And be it further enacted by the aulhorily aforesaidj-Tliat this act shall of iliis 
continue and be in force from and after the publicaiion thereof, for and daring the ' ' 
term of throe years, and from thence to the end of the next session of the assembly,' 
and no longer. 

An ACT to consolidate and bring into one A.ct, the several laws relating 
to Slaves, and for giving them further protection and security ; for altering 
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital ofienccs; for suspending 
the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other 
purposes. [179b.] 

■\V II FRF AS it is expedient that llie laws which have been enacted for the govern- Pre.-mible, 
jiicnL of .slave.% should be consolidated and brought into one act; that some further 
provisions should be made for their protection; and that the mode of trying slaves, 
. 226. charged 
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i6 

charged with capital offences, should be altered and rcgulaicd as nearly as local 
circumstances will admit, according to the rules of the common law'; hlay it there- 
fore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his honor, 
John Forbes, esquire, your Majesty’s lieutenant governor and commandcr-in-chici', 
the council and assembly of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands; and it is hereby enacled 
and ordained by the authority of the same, Timt from and after the passing of this 
act, all and every the hereinafter-mentioned laws, and clauses and j)arts of laws, so 
far forth as the same do relate to negroes or other slaves, be and the same are hereby 
suspended for and during the continuance of this act anything in the said law’s and 
clauses of law's, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithstanding—that is to say; 
an act passed in the seventh year of your IMajesty’s reign, inlilulcd, An Act for 
governing negroes, mulattos, and Indians; also one oilier act, passed in 'he eighth 
year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for suspending a clause in an acl, 
intituled, An Act for governing of negroes, mulattos, and Indians, and for ameiuiing 
the said act; also one other act, passed in the twentieth year of your Alajesty s reign; 
intituled, An Act for suspending parts of certain clauses, and amending otlier <’lauses 
in All Act, intituled. An act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; also one 
other act, passed in the year last aforesaid, intituled, An Act for governing negroes, 
mulatto.% musties, and indians, and for suspending several acts therein menlioncd ; 
also one other act, passed in the same year last aforesaid, intituled, An Act to amend 
a clause in an act passed in the seventh year of his present Majesty's reign, inlilulcd, 
An Act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians. 

2nd. And whereas it is due to good policy, as well as to humanity and justice, that 
the condition of slaves should be rendered us comfortable as possible, by .supjilying 
them with good, wholesome, and sufficient provisions, w’ith proper clothing and 
other necessaries ; and it is expedient that the same should be regulated by law; bo 
it enacted, That the muster, owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other 
lands whatsoever, within these Islands, shall provide and give to every slave above 
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of nnground indiaii or guinea 
corn,'^or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice, flfty-six pounds of 
potatoes, cocoes or yams, per week; over and above a suflicient quantity of land, 
us and for the projicr ground of every such slave ; and onc-half of the aforesaid 
allowance to each child below the aforesaid age of ten years. 

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner, 
or possessor of any slave, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, guardian, 
trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall discard or turn away any such slave, by reason 
of such .slave being rendered incapable of labour by sickness, age, or infirmity; but 
every master, ow-ner, or possessor shall be and he is hereby obliged to keep every 
such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated slave on his estate or premises, and to 
find and provide such-slave with wholesome necessaries of life; and not to suffer any 
such slave to be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burthensomc to 
others, under the penalty of ten pounds for every oft'cnce, to be recovered in a 
summary manner before any two justices of peace, who are hereby authorized and 
reiiuircd to cause any master, owner, or possessor offending in the premises, or his 
her or their agent or attorney, mid such other person as they shall judge necessary, 
to be summoned hcfoie them, to enable them to judge of llie justice of any such 
charge, and to determine whetlicr such master, owner, or possessor ought to incur 
the aforesaid penalty; and in the meantime and until such trial can be had, the said 
justiccs of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white jicrson on 
oath, are hereby required to take up any such wandering sick, aged, or infirm slave, 
and to lodge him or her in the. nearest workhouse or other place of security, there to 
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the cspcncc of such master, owner, 
or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid cun be had; and if it shall appear to the 
said justices upon such trial that the party or parties complained of, is or arc guilty of 
the olfence alledged, and he she or they shall refuse to pay the said penally, toge- 
ther with the workhouse fees and charges of conviction, the said justices are hereby 
authorized and required to commit such offender or offenders to the next common 
gaol, there to remain until he she or they shall pay the same. 

4th. And whereas by reason of deaths or removals of proprietors of slaves, of their 
being manumitted without any suitable provision been made for their maintenance, 
and from other causes, some unhappy ol)jecls, rendered unable to labour by disease, 

old 
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17 THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 

old age, or other means, have become burthensome to the inhabitants; for remedy BAHAMAS. 
whereof, be it fm tlicr enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be v  / 

lawful for tlio vestries of the several parishes and Islands, once in every year, to lay 
a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner as the parochial taxes are usually 

• laid, for the purpose of raising such sum as they shall judge necessary for the mainte- 
nance, clothing, medical care, and attendance of all such negro, mulatto, or other slaves, 
or other unhappy objects; and any two justices of the peace arc hereby authorized 
and re<iuired, upon application being made to them, to order all such objects as 
'aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse of the parish where (if a 
slave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or proprietors, lived or resided, or (if a 
})erson of colour made free) where the person or persons who manumitted or set free 
such person of colour resided before his or her manumission, there to be lodged and 
taken care of; and the justices of the peace and vestries of the several Islands and 
parishes, are hereby authorized and required from thne to time to make such 
humane regulations for the purposes aforesaid as to them shall seem necessary and 
expedient. 

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That every master or Clothing of a slave, 
owner shall provide and give to every slave, in his or her possession, two suits of 
jjroper and sufficient clothing in the course of every year, under the penalty of fifty 
pounds for each offence. 

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and Slaves to be i»- 

owners, or in their absence their overseers, shall, as much as in thein lies, endeavour strucied in the 
to instruct their slaves in the Christian religion, and shall do their endeavours to fit christilui 

them for baptism; and as soon as conveniently may be, shall cause to be baptized re igio» 
all such slaves as they can make sensible of a Deity, and of the Christian faith. 

7th. And be it further enacted .by the authority aforesaid. That any master, owner, Penalties on 
or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any slave, or cause, permit, or master*, &c. foi 

suffer any slave to be mutilated, with his or her privity or consent, shall be liable to 
be indicted and prosecuted in the general court for the same; and upon conviction, slaves, 

shall be punished by fine, not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprisonment not 
exceeding twelve months, for every offence; and such punishment is declared to be 
without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the owner or 
proprietor for recovery of damages, for or on account of the same; and in ca.ses' 
where the owner of any such slave shall be guilty of any such offence, it shall and 
maybe lawful for the court, if it shall seem necessary for the future protection of such 
slave, to declare him or her to be free and discharged from all manner of servitude, 
to all intents and purposes whatever; and in all such cases it iffiall and may be 
lawful for the court to order the same to be paid to the vestry of the parish to which 
such slave belonged, to the use of the said parish; the vestry in consideration thereof 
paying to such slave so made free, an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life; 
and in case any slave or slaves shall suff’er any. such mutilation as aforesaid, any 
justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on view of the fact, to send 
such slave to tlic neare.st workiiouse, there to be kept and carefully attended at 
the expense of the pari.sh, until such time as there can be a meeting of the justices 
and vestry of such parish, which justices and vestry arc hereby created a council of 
protection for such slave, and arc authorized and required, to make full enquiry 
respecting the mutilation of such slave; and if to them it shall appear proper, shall 
cause the owner or owners of such mutilated slave to be indicted and prosecuted, 
the expenses of which prosecution shall be paid by the parish where such offence 
shall be committed ; and in case the owner or owners of sucli slave or slaves shall 
bo able to pay the costs and damages of such proscciuion, the churchwardens and 
vestry are hereby required to commence a suit or suits against such owner or owners, 
in which they shall recover all costs and charges by them laid out and expended in 
such criminal prosecution and civil action ; and the keeper of the workhouse to 
which any such slave shall have been committed, is hereby required, upon due notice 
of the meeting of such justices and vestry, to produce such mutilated slave or slaves 
for their inspection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect. 

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That it shall not be Slaves Hot to be 
lawful for any court of justice to pass any sentence, whereby any slave shall be mutilated for any 
directed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever, offence., 

220. ' E 9th. And 
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Persons killing a 
slave to bo adjudged 
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and murder, and to 
sufierdeatli, without 
benefit of clergy. 
Persons guilty of 
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to be indicted 
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9th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person shall 
wilfully and with malice aforethought, kill of cause to be killed, any negro or other 
slave, every such person shall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder, and shall 
suffer death without benefit of clergy; provided always, that no such conviction shall 
extend to the corruption of blood,"or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or 
chattels, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 

1 oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person 
shall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or keep in 
confinement, without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, he she or they shall 
be subject to be indicted for the same in the general court, and shall suffer such 
punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the court shall think proper to 
inflict; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any action that 
may be brought for recovery of damage, in case such slave shall not be the property 
of the offender. 

Punishment of 11 th. And in Order to restrain arbitrary punishments, be It further enacted by the 
authority aforesaid. That no slave shall on any account receive more than twenty 
lashes at any one time, or for any one offence, unless the owmer or employer oi such 
slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, shall be present; and 
that no such owner, employer, supervisor or gaol keeper, shall on any account 
punish a slave with more than thirty-nine lashes at one time and for one offence, 
nor inflict or sufter to be inflicted, any second punishment on the same day, nor 
until the delinquent shall liave recovered from the effects of any former punishment, 
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence. 

Fees of the provost 
marshal or gaoler, 
for receiving slaves 
committed for 
trivial oll'encos. 

Fixing iron collars, 
&c. on slaves, 
declared unlawful. 

Christmas 
holiday's. 

Overseers absenting 
themselves during 
the Christmas 
holidays, to forfeit 
£.5. each day. 

Returns of births 
and deaths of 
slaves on planta- 
tions, to be made m 
January every year. 

And.if the not 
giving in such 
return he owing to 
neglect in the 
overseer, the 
penally, 6cc. to be 
paid by him. 

12th. And whereas it is customary for owners to commit their slaves to the 
common gaol for .slight offences, which are not punishable under this act; be it 
therefore enacted. That in all cases where any owner or possessor of a slave shall 
send him or her to gaol, for any such trivial offence, the provOst marshal or his 
deputy, or gaoler, shall forthwith take and receive such slave into custody, and 
him or her safely keep until released by the ow'iier; and shall receive for his trouble, 
three shillings, together w'ith one shilling for every day such slave shall have 
remained in gaol; provided such slave shall have been maintained by the provost 
marshal. 

13tb. And whereas a mischievous practice hath prevailed in some of the colonies, 
of punishing ill disposed slaves, and such as are apt to abscond from their owners, 
by fixing iron collars with piojecting bars or hooks, round their necks; be it enacted 
and declared, tliat such practice is utterly unlawful; and that no person shall on any 
account whatever, punish any negro or other slave, whether bis owm property or 
otherw'isc, by fixing or causing to be fixed, any iron or other collar round the neck 
of such slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such slave with chains, irons, or 
weights, of any kind, other than such as are absolutely necessary for securing the 
person of such slave while in confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds ; and 
any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, 011 information or view^ 
of such offence, to order such collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be immediately 
taken off, under the penalty of one huhdred pounds for every neglect or refusal. 

14th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave within 
these i.^ands sliall be allowed the" usual number of Christmas holidays, to wit, 
Christmas day, and the two following working days. 

15th. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every overseer 
w'ho shall absent himself from the estate under his care or management, on any of 
the aforesaid holidays, without leave of his employer, shall for every such offence 
forfeit the sum of five pounds for each day. 

16th. And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That on the 1st day of 
January w hich will he in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
eight, and on the 1st day of January in every succeeding year, or within thirty days 
after, the owTicr manager or overseer of every plantation or settlement within the.se 
Islands, shall give in upon oath, to the churchwartlens of the parish, an account of all 
the births and deaths of the slaves on such plantation or settlement, under the penalty 
of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of such plantation or settlement. 

17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the not giving 
in such accounts shall be owing to the neglect of any oVel’secr or manager, it shall and 

may 
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THE TREATxMENT OF SLAVES. ’9 

may be lawful for the owner, proprietor or possessor of such plantation or settlement, BAHAMAS. * 
to stop and detain the penalty which he or she shall be compelled to pay, together    ^ 
with his or her costs and charges, out of the wages of such manager or overseer. 

18th. And whereas it is absolutely necessary that slaves- should be kept in due Excepting when 
obedience to their owners, and in proper subordination to the white inhabitants in to market, 

general, that opportunities of committing rebellious conspiracies should as much as fvom 'the pUintation 

possible be taken away, and that adequate punishments should be appointed for all they are employed 
crimes committed by slaves; Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no on, without a ticket 

slave (such only excepted as are going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions or small 1’“®*’’- 
stock and other goods, which they may lawduily sell, to market, and returning there- 
from) sliall hereafter be suffered to go out of his or her master’s or owner’s plantation 
or settlement, or to travel from one place to another, unless such slave shall have a 
ticket from his or her owner, master, employer or overseer, expressing particularly 
the time of such slave’s setting out, and where or to what place he or she is going, and 

■the time limited for his or her return ; under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for 
every oflence, to be recovered from his or her master, owner, employer or overseer, 
unless such owner, employer, or overseer shall make oath, that he or she did give to the 
jsaid slave such ticket as aforesaid, or that the said slave went away without leave. 

19th. And be it further enacted by the audiority aforesaid, That no negro or other Slaves not to cany 
slave shall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horses, mares, mules, asseS or other unless in 
animals, with lances, guns, cutlasses or other arms, unless in the co^any of liis vvhue^nJrsoif^ * 
master, overseer, or some other white person, or by his permission in writing; arid any permission i» ^ 
negro or other slave wdio shall offend contrary to the true-intent and me?ining pif tlife writing, 
act, shall suffer such punishment by whipping, as any two justices of ■4ie peace shall 
think proper to inflict, not exceeding fifty lashes. i j 

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any free negro, Free people of 
mulatto or Indian, in order to conceal any runaway slave, or to prevent him of lier ««lour> or 
from being apprehended, shall give any fraudulent pass or ticket to any such runaway 
slave, he she or they shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to bfe 
prosecuted and tried for the same in the general court; and upon conviction, shall 
suffer the loss of freedom, transportation or such other punishment as the court shall 
tliink proper to inflict, not extending to life pr limb. ' ' 

21st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any such fraii- White personi 
dulent pass or ticket shall be given by any white person with intent as aforesaid, such fraudule*t 

•white person shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to be 'inducted *iwuys, to be 
and tried for the same before the general court; and shall suffer such punislirtieiit, by deemed guilty of 
fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper to inflict. faigery. 

22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That no ticket shall be 
granted to any slave for any time exceeding one calendar month. 

23d. And be it further enacted, That every person from whose service any slave 
shall abscond, shall, within fourteen days thereafter, give notice thereof by public 
advertisement, wherein shall be inseitcd the name and description of such runaway, 
by means whereof he or she may be more easily known and npprehended; and in 
case the owner shall neglect so to do, he or she shall not be entitled to any satisfac- 
tion from the treasury for any such slave executed or transported, by virtue of this 
act, for any crime whatever. 

Tickets to slave* 
not to extend 
beyond one month. 

Runaway slaves to 
be ad\ertiscd within 
fourteen days after 
tlic time of 
absconding. 

24th. And be it also enacted, That it shall not be lawful either to soil or to buy any Unlawful to sell or 

runaway slave; and that any person selling or buying any such slave, while absent, buy a runaway 
shall forfeit the sum of thirty pounds. 

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves who Slaves who after a 
shall have been in these Islands fur the space of two ytais, and shall run away, and »evidence of two 

continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall, upon cunviclion before ^,e^^unished'ab the 
any two justices of the , peace, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think discretioaof any 

proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. two justices. 

26th. And be it further enacted by the aulhority aforesaid, That any slave \yho Runaways for six 
shall run away from his owner 01 lawful possessor, and be absent for more than six months liable to,he 

months, being duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be transported for life, or shall transported, 
suffer such other punishment, not extauUng to .life or linib, as the court shall dijnk 
proper to inflict. 
' 226. 27th. And 
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Persons killing 
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cution of this .‘\ct, 
to give immediate 
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hended, to be 
delivered to their 
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ployers ; or in the 
cases herein men- 
tioned, to the 
gaoler or work- 
liousc keciier. 

27th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who 
^ .shall knowingly liarbour or conceal any runaway slave, shall he liable to be tried 

for the same, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, shall suffer such punish- 
ment as the court shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limband 
that every free person who shall commit any such offence, may be indicted and 
prosecuted for the same in the general court, and being convicted, shall suffer such 
punishment, by line and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper, according to 
the magnitude of the offence; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without 
prejudice to any action or suit, which may be brought by the party injured, for 
recovery of damages for and on account of the same. 

28th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tliat every slave who 
shall take up any such runaway, or inform against any person who shall harbour .or 
conceal such runaway slave, so that such runaway may be taken, and restored to 
his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such reward as any two justices of 
the peace shall think reasonable and just, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid 
by such person or persons as the said justices shall determine ought to pay the same, 

2gth. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these Islands, to 
suffer slaves to continue out as runaways, and it is absolutely necessary to declare 
what slaves shall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enacted and declared, That 
every slave who shall be absent from his or her owner or employer, without loavCi 
for ten days together, and shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the 
house, plantation, or settlement, to which he or she belongs, without a ticket or 
permit to pass, (except as before excepted in going to or returning from market), 
shall be deemed a runaway. 

30th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any free person 
who shall appreheud any runaway slave shall be entitled to receive from the owner, 
employer, overseer, or manager of such slave, the sum of twenty shillings, and no 
more, besides mile money at the rate of two shillings per mile for the first five mileS) 
and one shilling per mile afterwards; provided such slave had absented him or herself 
ten days without the privity, knowledge, or consent of the proprietor, owner or other 
white person residing on the plantation or place to which such slave shall belong, 
which time of absence shall be declared on the oath of such proprietor, overseer, O}' 
other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party taking up such slave ; but 
it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that every person who shall apprehend 
any slave that is actually run away shall be entitled to the aforesaid reward, although 
such slave shall not be eight miles from home, or although the aforesaid term of ten 
days shall not have elapsed. 

31st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who 
shall take or kill another in actual rebellion shall receive from the churchwardens of 
the parish in which any such slave shall have been killed the sum of live pounds, and 
ten pounds if taken alive, also a blue cloth coat with a red cross on the right 
shoulder; the whole ex ponces whereof shall be reimbursed by the receiver general 
for the time being out of any money in his hands unappropriated. 

32d. And be it further enacted, That if any slave shall be killed by any person 
or persons in the execution of this act, or under the authority of the same, the person 
or persons by whom such slave may be killed shall, as speedily as may be, give 
information thereof to some justice of the peace, who is hereby required to take his 
examination, and also the evidence or information of any other person or persons 
respecting the same; and any white person or free person of colour killing such 
slave, who shall neglect forthwitli to give the information hereby required, shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds. 

33d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or 
persons apprehending any runaway slave shall convey him or her to his or her owner, 
employer, or manager, if resident on the Island in M hich such slave shall have been 
apprehended; but if not therein resident, or if payment of the reward and other 
charges hereinbefore mentioned shall not be made, then to the nearest gaol or work- 
house, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to receive such slave 
into his custody, and to pay the party delivering such .slave the sum of twenty shillings, 
and mile money as aforesaid, and no more, under' the penalty of five pounds^; 
provided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such sum 
or sums before such person shall have taken an oath (which oath such gaoler or 

workhouse 
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workliouse keeper shall file in his ofiice, and produce when thereunto required by the BAHAMAS. 
owner or possessor of such slave, under the penalty of five pounds^) that the slave so -- ^ 
apprehended was at the reputed distance of eight miles from the house, plantation, 
or settlement to which such slave belongs, (except as is b.efore excepted,) and that 
such slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor, 
employer or overseer, at the time of being apprehended; and that such slave had 
been first carried to his or her owner, employer, or manager, (provided such owner, 
employer or manager, shall be in the Island where such slave shall have been 
apprehended,) and that payment of the reward and charges aforesaid was neglected 
or refused to be made. 

34th. And, to the end that the owners and proprietors of slaves so apprehended, Runaways taken 
may obtain information from the gaol or workhouse in which they are confined, be «P> b«: aiiveitiscd 
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of every workhouse or 
gaol shall, and they are hereby required, once in every month, to advertise in the 
Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper, and at the most public place in the 
Island on which such negro shall be apprehended, the height, names, marks and 
size, and also the country (where the same can be ascertained) of every runaway slave 
then in his custody, and the time such slave was put into his custody; and also the 
name or names of the owner or owners thereof^ if known, under the penalty of ten 
pounds for every neglect or omission; and for the dxpence of such advertisement, it 
shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every gaol or workhouse to charge the owner 
or owners of oach runaway slave at and after the rate of twelve shillings per montli, 
and no more, and to detain any such slave in custody until the same, together with 
the charges of apprehending, and other fees and poundage after .the rate of two 
shillings in the pound, shall be pidd, and also one shilling for every twenty-four 
hours ^such ^avc shall have'been in custody, for subsistence, and si.xpence per day 
for medical care and extraordinary nourishment where necessaiy; and the gaoler, 
workhouse-keeper, or supervisor, shall attest every such account upon oath. 

36th. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That after any runaway slave slaves who shall 
shall have been in the custody of the provost marshal or the keeper of the w'orkhousc or have been in 
gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as aforesaid, for the space of twelve calendar ''"IK'I'II'a ** 
months, if no person shall claim such slave, and pay the fees and other monies herein to he sold 
before directed, it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal or for the keeper at public auction, 
of such gaol or workhouse to sell every such slave at public outcry to the highest bidder, 
and that the monies arising from such sale, shall be applied, in the first place, towards 
payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and adverti.sing such slave, together 
with all other fees and cliarges hereinbefore mentioned, and the overplus (if any) 
shall be paid into the public treasury, to be applied towards the contingent 
cxpences of this government; and all receipts and bills of sale made by th-e provost 
marshal or tlic keeper of any gaol or workhouse (as the case may be) are hereby 
declared to convey a good and sufficient title to the purchaser or purchasers of any 
such slave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners: Provided 
always, that every such sale bo at the usual place of public auctions, in the town of 
Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’clock in the forenoon; that thirty days 
notice thereof be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper; and that, 
previous to every such sale, every such slave be carried before a magistrate, wlio is 
hereby required to examine whether such slave has been duly advertised, and whether 
his or her marks and descriptions agree with the advertisement, and to certify the 
same, if found accurate or sufficient. 

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no gaoler or work- Sl.ues conjiniucU 
house keeper shall, on any pretence whatever, employ any slave sent to his cualody 
on any plantation belonging to him or in his possession, nor hire nor lend any such i)e j,,,- 
slave to work for any other person or persons, under the penalty of fifty pounds for oUicnviseumpIfned. 
every oflence. 

38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That any negro or other Slaves escapin'; 
slave who shall be confined in any w'orkhousc or other place of confinement, and shall confinom.-nt, 

* ^ hended. liow to be 
{jiuiisbed, 
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KAIIAMAS. escape therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her sentence, upon being 
' retaken and proof being made of his or her identity before any two justices of the 

peace, shall be adjudged to be sent back to eonfineaient, and shall receive punishment 
by whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes. 

Penalty on gaolers, 3pth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if the provost 
ice. suiTering slaves marshal, or any of his deputies, or any constable, gaoler, or Avorkhouse keeper, shall 

coiifmcmcnT*^ Avillingly or negligently suffer any slave to escape, so that such slave shall not be 
retaken, such marshal, constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper shall forfeit a sum not 
exceeding twenty pounds, Avithout prejudice to the owners action of damages. 

Slaves killed in the 40th. And be it farther enacted, That if any negro or other slave, at any time of 
public service to be invasion or appearance of an enemy, shall be killed in service of the country, the 
pail fill. owner shall be paid out of the public treasury the full value of such slave, to be 

ascertained by any two justices of the peace. 

Penalty on any 41st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any master, 

more'llnn tw^‘l've guardian 01* attorney of any plantation or settlement, shall suffer any strange 
straime slaves'to slaves, exceeding tAvclve in number, to assemble together, and beat their drums or 
asscinido. together blow their homs, or shells in any place under his her or their care or management, 
on liis plaiudiion. or shall iiot endeavour to disperse or prevent such meeting, by giving notice thereof 

to the next magistrate or commissioned officer, that a proper force may be sent for the 
purpose, every such master, OAvner, guardian or attorney, shall forfeit for every such 
ofience the sum of fifty pounds; provided information of such offence be given upon 
oath within five days after the commission of such ofience. 

All ofTiccrs aulho. 42. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers, civil and 

nnhwfuUsspnw shall bc and they are hereby empowered and required to enter into any 
hlies of slaves. plnce whatever, in order to disperse any unlawful assembly of slaves, and to suppress 

and prevent all riotous unlawful drumming or other noise; any law, custom, or 
usage to the contrary iiotAvithstanding. 

Slaves not to have. 43d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That any slave Avho 

ni'ii )i['ii?'hcir"'r hereafter bc found to have concealed in his or her house, or otherwise in his or 
sessioV." ^ * possession, any fire arms, gunpowder, slugs or ball, shall, on conviction before 

any two justices, suftcr such punislmicnt as the said justices shall think proper to 
inflict by whipping. 

Punishmer.t of 
Slaves oll'ering 
violonce to white 
persons. 

Pun'ishment of 
slaves prepiiring 
or giving poison. 

Punishment of 
slaves for killing 
cattle, tS:c. 

44th. And be it furtlicr enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave Avho 
sliull offer violence, by striking or olherAvise, to any white person, shall be punished 
Avith death, transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper 
to inflict; provided such conflict or striking bc not by command of the owner of 
such slave, or of his or her attorney, overseer, or other person having authority 
over such slave, or in the UIAVIUI dcrciice of his owner’s person or goods. 

45th. And bc it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any negro or 
other slave shall mix or prepare, Avith intent to give, any poison or poisonous 
drug, or sliall actually give or cause to bc given any such poison or poisonous drug, 
although death may not ensue from the taking thereof, such slave, together with all 
and every accessary and accessaries, as AVCU before as after the fact, (being slaves) 
being thereof duly convicted, shall suffer death, transportation for liic, or such 
other punishment as the court shall think proper. 

4Glh. And Avhereas horned cattle, sheep, horses, marcs, mules and asses, are 
frequently stolen and killed by negro and other slaves, in so secret and private a 
manner, as to render conviction very difficult; For prevention thereof bc it further 
enacted, That if any negro or other slave or slaves shall fraudulently have in his, her, 
or their possession, any fresii beef, mutton, or veal, or the flesh of any horse, mare, 
mule or ass, in any quantity exceeding five pounds, and not exceeding twenty- 
eight pounds weight, every such negro or other slave shall, upon conviction before 
any two justices of the j)cace, bc whipped in such manner as such justices shall 
direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and if there shall be found fraudulently as 
ai'orcsaid, in his, her, or their custody or possession, a larger quantity than twenty- 
eight pounds Avcight of such beef or other flesh, that then every such negro or other 
slave shall suffer such punishment as the justices shall think proper to direct, not 
extending to life or limb. 

47th. And 

<■4 
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47th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or Piimshmenfc of 
other slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, slaves for stealing 

gelding, mule or ass, or shall kill any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, 
marc, gelding, mule or ass, with intent to steal the same, or any part of the flesh 
thereof, such negro or other slave shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the 
court shall think proper to inflict. 

48th. And whereas several slaves have lately found means to depart from these punislmient of 

Islands, to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other slaves, slaves for aiding 

who may thereby be induced to attempt or conspire to do the same; And whereas slaves in running 
there is reason to suspect that slaves have been aided and assisted in their departure thef 
by other persons, and no adequate punishments are provided by law for such 
offences; For remedy thereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any negro or other slave shall run away from his or her owner or owners, 
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire and attempt to go off these Islands, 
in any ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or be aiding, abetting, 
or assisting to any other slave or slaves in deserting and going off these Islands, he, 
she, or they, so running or going offj or conspiring and attempting to go off, or 
aiding, assisting or abetting in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer 
transportahon, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict, 
not e.xtending to life or limb. 

49th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any free negro, Punishmpnt of free 
Indian, or mulatto, shall he aiding, assisting and abetting any slave or Slaves, in people of I'olom- for 
deserting and going off these islands, and shall be thereof convicted, he, she, or '““Always, 
they shall be subject to be transported from these Islands, by the provost marshal or 
his deputy; aiid any such person so convicted, sentenced and transported, who 
shall afterwards be found at large within these Islands, shall suffer death, without 
benefiLof clerg3^ 

50th. And be it fiirthei* enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person Penalty on winte 
who shall knowingly be aiding, assisting, or abetting any slave iti deserting and persons for assisting 
going off these Islands, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, and shall also 
suffer imprisonment for any space of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail 
or ihainprizo; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any suit 
or action which may be brought or had by the party injured, for recovery of damages 
for and on account of the same. 

51st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That it shall and may r.a'yful to proceed 
he lawful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, assisting, or abetting those who 

such slave or slaves in going off these Islands, whether the principal .or principals be shivcs in t-ciini<'off 
convicted or not; any thing in this or any other act, or any law usage or custom whcthei- the prTn- ’ 

to the contrary notwithstanding. convicted 
° or not, under this 

5'id. And he it further enacted. That no negro or other slave shall, on any pre- 
tence, barter or carry about for sale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever i 
and it shall anrl may be lawful for any white person to lake and seize all such goods, 
and to deliver them to the provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith s6ll the 
same at public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof unto the public treasury. 

Act. 

Slaves not to carry 
iilioul dry goods for 
retail. 

53d. And be it further enacted, That no negro or other slave shall vend or retail an3>- Slaves not to vend 
spirituous liquors whatsoever; and if any slave, without the knowledge of his or her any spirituous 

owner or employer, shall sell or vend any spirituous liquors whatever, such slave, 
for every such offence, shall be publicly whipped by order of any two justices of 
the peace; hut if it shall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or her 
owner or employer, then and in that case such owner or employer shall forfeit the 
sum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner hereinafter directed. 

34th. And be it hereby enacted, That every slave who shall play at dice or cards. Punishment of 
or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whipped by order of any sl.ivcs detected m 
two justices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern or i)uncii house, who shall '‘*®‘ 
suffer any slave or slaves to game, get drunk or tipple, in or about his or her house 
shop or premises, or to remain in or about the same after the hour of eight of the 
clock at night, or shall at any other time sell rurn or any other spirituous liquors to 
any slave to whom he or she shall have been forbidden by the owner or emifloyer of 
such slave to sell liquor, shall suffer any such slave, after having been so forbidden. 
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Mode of proceeding 
on the triiil of 
slaves accused of 
crimes made 
punishable with 
dpiith or tianspor- 
talioir. 

Time of holding 
slave courts. 

to loiter or remain in or about his or her house, shop or premises, shall forfeit the 
sum of twenty pounds. 

55th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon complaint 
being made to any justice of the peace, of any burglary, robbery, burning of houses, 
rebellious conspiracies, compassing or imagining the death of any white person or 
persons, or any other felonious olfcnce whatsoever, committed by any slave or slaves, 
and which is hereby declared or made punishable with death or transportation, such 
justice shall issue his warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and for all 
persons tliat can give evidence, to be brought before him, or any otlier justice of the 
peace; and the evidence of slave against slave shall in all cases be received ; and 
if upon examination the charge shall appear to be well founded, the justice before 
whom such examination shall be had and taken, shall commit the accused to prison, 
and bind over the witnesses to appear at a certain day, not less than ten or more than 
thirty days from the day on which the complaint shall have been made, at the place 
where the quarter sessions are usually held, or other place of public meetings, and 
shall certify to any other justice of the peace the cause of such commitment, and 
require him to associate himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required 
to do under the penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated shall 
issue their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable to serve on ordinary 
juries, (the master, owner, or proprietor of the slave or slaves so complained of, or 
the attorney, guardian, overseer or manager of such owner or proprietor, or the 
person prosecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overseer or manager, always 
excepted) personally to be and appear before the said justices, at the day and place 
appointed for the trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the 
forenoon, when and where the said justices shall cause the accused to be brought 
before them; and thereupon live of the persons so summoned shall (the charge or 
accusation being first reduced to writing and read) be sworn to try the matter before 
them, and give a true verdict according to evidence; which charge or accusation 
shall not be questioned for any want of Ibrm, but shall be deemed valid if sufficient 
in substance : And if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously 

' find the said slave or slaves guilty of the offence of which he she or they stand 
charged, the said justices shall give sentence of death w-ithout benefit of clergy, or 
transportation for life, according to the nature of the offence ; and shall cause such 
sentence to be carried into execution at such time and place as they shall think 
proper (\vorncn with child only exccjited, wdiosc execution shall be respited until a 
reasonable time .after delivery :) Provided always nevertheless, that the justices of the 
peace, or any two or more of them resident upon any of the islands within this 
government, (one of whom to be always of the quorum and custos rotulorum of the 
.island) shall and may hereafter hold slave courts upon the first Tuesday in January, 
April, July and October, in every year, to continue and be holden for five days 
successively (if necessary) and not longer; and shall have full power and authority 
to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious offences, com- 
mitted by slaves, and shall open the said court by proclamation, declaring the same 
to be a slave court for such purpose ; and that the said custos rotulorum and any 
one other justice shall thereupon in like manner in all respects as two justices 
associated, as herein before mentioned, arc by this act authorized and empowered, 
proceed to try and deliver the workhouse or gaol within the island or parish, of all slaves 
who shall be in custody of the gaoler or workhouse keeper, charged with any of the 
felonious offences herein before mentioned; and shall cause a jury to be called and 
taken from the panel returned to the said court, forthwith to he sworn as they shall 
appear, to try all and every such slave and slaves as shall be brought before them 
charged with any of the aforesaid offences, and to give a true verdict according to 
evidence, as in other cases. 

Justices may respilc 56th. Provided always. That it shall and maybe lawful for the justices at any 
the exeemiou of slave coui't 01' extraordinary trial, to respite the execution of any sentence by them 

given, for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleasure of the commander 
in chief shall be known, in case proper cause shall appear to them for so doing, or 
the jury shall recommend the prisoner to mercy. 

Who shall coHsii- ,f)7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That not less than two 
tutc a slave court, justices and five jurors, shall constitute a court for tiie trial of any slave or slaves 

for any crime or offence that shall subject such slave punishable with death or 
ti'ansportation; 

any sentence. 
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transportation; and that upon any such trial no peremptory challenge of any juror, BAHAMAS, 
or any exception to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed.  ^ 

58th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where Execution how to 

the punishment of death is to be inflicted, the execution shall be performed in some perfuimed. 
public place, and with due solemnity; and care shall be taken by the gaoler, 
constable, or marshal, that the prisoner be free from intoxication at the time of trial 
and execution ; and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by the neck, and 
no other; and the body shall be afterwards disposed of as the court shall direct: 
Provided always, that where several slaves are capitally convicted for the same 
olFence, one only shall suffer death, except in cases of murder or rebellion. 

59th. And be it fuiither enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave wilfully Slaves giving false 

giving false evidence on any trial to be had under this act, shall suffer the same 
punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given the yerson accus^ed* 

would if convicted have been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the would, if guilty, 
justices shall award, not extending to life or liij*b. lo suffer. 

60th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any slave Gaol fees for 

or slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, or shall die in custody, the marshal, slaves wlio die in 
gaoler or workhousekeeper, shall be entitled to receive out of the public treasury all 
such fees as shall be due for such slavo or slaves at the time of such discharge or 
.death. 

61st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be Record of proceed- 
entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of slaves for any crime that shall be ingsto be kept by 
punishable with death or transportation, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the 
clerk of the peace who is hereby required to attend all such trials, and to record the 
proceedings; within thirty days after such trials, under the penalty of twenty pounds 
for every such neglect; and he shall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the His fees, 
justices, to have and receive out of the public treasury the sum of three pounds for 
attending each trial and for entering up the record, and any other business incident 
thereto, and no more. 

Gad. And be it further enacted, That the constables of the respective Islands and Constables to attend 
districts, shall be obliged to attend every such trial or court, under the penalty of courts: 
twenty pounds for such neglect; and the constable executing any sentence, shall be Their fees, 

entitled to receive out of the public treasury the sum of forty shillings, upon producing 
the certificate of the justice as aforesaid. 

63d. And be it enacted, That any person who shall be drawn and duly summoned Jurors who neglect 
to serve as a juror on any trial to be had by virtue of this act, and who shall neglect ^attend, to forfeit 

to attend, or after appearance shall depart without leave, shall forfeit the sum of six *’ * 
pounds. 

G41I1. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That no trial of any slave Due notice of the. 

shall be had until after reasonable and sufficient notice of such trial shall have been trial of any slave, 
given to the owner or proprietor of such slave, or to his her or their attorney or \°y\rietor*or°his* 
attorneys or other representative or representatives, where any such can conveniently 
be found within the colony; any law usage or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

65th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That in all cases where Not more than 
any slave shall receive sentence of death or transportation, the jury shall appraise and ro be allowed 

value such slave, and the justices shall certify such valuation : Provided always, that J sLve*execu[gj 
such valuation shall not in any case exceed sixty pounds for any one slave; and or uanspone*d!” ^ 
jirovided also, if it shall appear that the owner or possessor of such slave had treated 
iVim or her with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven such 
slave to the commission of the offence of which he or she shall have been convicted, 
that then and in such case no valuation shall be made nor certificate granted, and the 
owner shall not be entitled to receive any allowance whatever for such slave from the 
public. 

GGth. And be it further enacted by the autho ity aforesaid, That in all cases where Money arising from 
any slave, valued as aforesaid, shall be executed or transported by virtue of this act, the sales of slaves 

such slave shall be paid for at the public expence; and the net money arising from the 
sale of any slave sold for transportation, shall be accounted for on oath by the provost the public treasury” 

marshal or his deputy, and paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public. 
■ 22G. G 67th. And 
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67th. And bo it turthcp enacted- by the authority aforesaid, That ^ay ;0,egvo 0? other 
slave who shall be transported from these Islands by yirtue of this aet, tyid shall, 
wilfully return from transportation, shall, upa conviction, suffer death, without 
bcnellt of cler«y. 

6Bth. And be it further enacted by the authoiity aforesaid, That when, any warrant 
shall be granted by any one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace against 
any slave who. cannot be taken, the owner, attorney, possessor, guardian or overseer 
of every sucksluve, shall be served with, a copy of the said warrant, and if he she or they 
do not send, or produce such slave to die j ustice or justices to be dealt with accotding. 
to law and it shall afterwards be; proved, that sueh owner, attQi;ney, guardian, 
possessor or overseer wilfully detained or concealed such slave, he she or they shall 
forfeit tho sum of one hundred pdunds. 

69th. And be it further enacted, That all such negroes, mulatto?, inustees nndi 
indians, as have been slaves, and fiave been or shnll be made free, shall, for alf 
misdemeanors and offences under the degree of felony, be tried and ndjudged; int. 
ruanner and form hereinbefore directed for the trial of slaves, and the evidence of a 
slave or slaves shall be admitted on such trials, any law usage, or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

COmuillieu uy SIWTCS,' wniua uugut lu uu puiuouyvj til Cl .suiiii.i«ijf .11CII...V., -V . 
fore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be la.wful for any two 
justices of the peace,'in a summary’'manner, to hear and determine. a!l_ crimes and 
iniscleameanors below felony, cominttted by any slave or slaves, giving sufficient 
notice to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, or his, her or their attorney or 
attorneys, or the person having the cai’o of such slave or slaves, of the time and place 
of trial; and to ordqr and direct such punishment to be inflicled on any such slave a.s 
the said justices in their discretion shall think fit, not exceeding fifty lashes; and the 
constable attending.any such trial and executing any such sentence, shall be entitled 
to have and receive ten shillings, to be paid by tlie master, owner or possessor of such 
slave or slaves; on non-payment wliercof it shall and maybe lawful for the justices to 
issue their warrant for levying the same, together with costs and charges. 

71st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no runaway slave 
shall on any account be committed to gaol by any magistrate of a parish where there 
shall be a workhouse established, but to such workhouse only. 

72d. And. be it enacted, That in a|l cases in which by this present act, or by any 
other act of the general assembly, any power or authority is vested in the justices and 
vestries, such power and authority shall be executed by the jusii( is, or any two of . 
tiicm, in Islands where there arc no vestries, or by the vestrymen, or any six of them, 
in Islands wlicrc there arc no justices. 

73d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all forfeitures 
and penalties given by this act, of which the recovery and application have not been 
otherwise directed, shall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, bo recovered in a sum- 
mary manner before any two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, and shall be levied,, 
together witli costs, by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, and if 
exceeding twenty pounds, shall be recovered, together with costs, in the general 
court oflbese Islands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no 
cssoign, protection, wager of law, or non vult ulterius prosequi, shall be allowed or 
entered ;-onc inoiety of which penalties shall be to the use of the parish where the 
offence shall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him 
her or them who shall sue for the same. 

74th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act, and 
every clause, matter and thing therein contained, shall continue and be in force for 
and during the term of two. years from the passing thereof, and from thence to the 
end of the then next session of the general assembly, and no longer. 
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