An ACT to consolidate and bring into one Act, the several laws rclating
to Slaves, aud for giving them further protection and security ; for altering
the mode of trial of Slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending
the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other
purposes. [1790.]

WITEREAS it is expedient that the laws which have been enacted for the govern-
maent of slaves, should be consolidated and brought into one act; that some further

provisions should be made for their proteetion; and that the mede of trying slaves,
220, charged
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charged with capital offences, should be altered and regulated as nearly as local
circumstances will admit, according to the rules of the common Jaw : May it there-
fore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his hovor,
John Forbes, csquire, your Majesty’s licutcnant governor and commmander-in-chict,
the council and assembly of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands; and it is hereby enactea
and ordained by the authority of the same, That from and afler the passing of this
act, all and every the hercinafter-mentioned laws, and clauses and parts of laws, so
far forth as the same do relate to negroes or otherslaves, be and the same are hereby
suspended for and during the continuance of this act anything in the said laws and
clauses of laws, or in any other law, to the contrary notwithstanding—that is to say;
an act passed in the scventh year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for
governing negroes, mulattos, and indians; also one other act, passed in ‘he cighth
year of your Majesty’s reign, intituled, An Act for suspending a clause in an aci,
intituled, Ao Act for governing of negroes, mulattos, and indians, and for amending
the said act ; also onc other act, passed in the twenticth year of your Majesiv's rejan;
intituled, An Act for suspeading parts of certain clauses, and amending other clauses
in An Act, intituled, An act for governing nearoes, mulattos, and indians; wlso one
other act, passed in the ycar last aforesaid, intituled, Au Act for governiug negrocs,
mulattos, musties, and ndians, and for suspending several acts therein mentioned;
also one other act, passed in the smmne year last aforesaid, tituled, An Act to amend
a clause in an act passed in the seventh year of his present Majesty's reign, intituled,
An Act for governing negroes, mulattos, and indians.

and. And whereas it is due to good policy, as well as to humanity and justice, that
the condition of slaves should be rendered as comfortable as possible, by supplyivg
them with good, wholesome, and sufficient provisions, with proper clothing and
other necessaries ; and it is expedicnt that the same should be regulated by law; be
it cnacted, That the master, owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other
lands whatsoever, within these Islands, shall provide and give to every slave above
the age of ten years, at and after the ratc of one peck of unground indian or guine:
corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice, fifty-six pounds of
potatoes, cocoes or yams, per week; over and above a sufficient quantity of land,
as and {or the proper ground of every such slave ; and onc-half of the aforesaid
allowance to cach child below the aforesaid age of ten years.

5d. And be it further cnacted by the authorily aforesaid, That no master, owner,
or possessor of any slave, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney, guardian,
trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall discard or turn away any such slave, by reason
of such slave being rendered incapable of Jabour by sickness, age, or infirmity; but
cvery master, owner, or possessor shall be and he is hereby obliged to keep cvery
such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated slave on bis estate or premises, and to
find and provide such-slave with wholesome nceessaries of life; and not to sufter any
such slave to be in want thercof, or to wander about and become burthensome to
others, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a
summary manner before any two justices of peace, who are hereby authorized and
required to cause any master, owner, or possessor ofiending in the premises, ov his
her or their agent or attorney, and such other person as they shall judge neeessary,
to be summoned before them, to enable them to judge of the justice of any such
charge, and to determine whether such master, owner, or possessor ought to incur
the aforesuid penalty; and in the meantime and until such trial can be had, the said
justices-of the peace, on their view, or on the information of any white person on
oath, are hereby required to take up any such wandering sick, aged, or infirm slave,
and to lodge him or her in the nearest workhouse or other place of sccurity, there to
be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expence of such master, owner,
or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had; and if it shall appear to the
saitl justices upon such trial that the party or parties complained of, is or arc guilty of
the offence alledged, and he she or they shall refuse to pay the said penalty, toge-
ther with the workhouse fees and charges of couviction, the said justices are hereby
anthorized and required to commit such offender or offenders to the next connmon
caol, there to remain until he she or they shall pay the same,

Ath. And whercas by rcason of deaths or removals of proprietors of slaves, of their
being manumitted without any suitable provision been made for their maintenance,
and from other causes, some unhappy objects, rendered unable to labour by disease,

old
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old age, or other mcans, have become burthensome to the inhabitants; for remedy  BAIAMAS.
whereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be N\
lawful for the vestries of the several parishes and Islands, once in every year, to lay '

a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner as the parochial taxes are usually
- laid, for the purpose of raising such sum as they shall judge necessary for the mainte-

nance, clothing, medical care, and attendance of all such negro, mulatto, or other slaves,

or other unhappy objects ; and any two justices of the peace are hereby authorized

and required, upon application being made to them, to order all such objects as

‘aforesaid to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse of the parish where (if o

slave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or proprictors, lived or resided, or (if a

person of colour made free) where the person or persons who manumitted or set free

such pevson of colour resided before his or her manumission, there to be lodged and

taken care of ; and the justices of the peace and vestries of the several Islands and

parishes, are hercby authorized and required from time to time to make such

humane regulations for the purposes aforesaid as to them shall scem necessary and

expedient.

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every wmaster or Clothing of a slave.
owner shall provide and give to every slave, in his or her possession, two suits of
proper and sufficient clothing in the course of cvery year, under the penalty of fifty
pounds for each oftence.

6th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and Slaves to be in.
owncrs, or in their absence their overseers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour structed in the
to instruct their slaves in the Christian religion, and shall do their endeavours to fit %’?f:-ﬁgcs °S the
them for baptism; and as soon as conveniently may be, shall cause to be baptized St rehglon
all such slaves as they can make scnsible of a. Deity, and of the Chiristian faith.

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any master, owner, Peqalties on
or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any slave, or cause, permit, or masters, &. for
suffer any slave to be mutilated, with his or her privity or consent, shall be liable to Mutilating ér
be indicted and prosecuted in the gencral court for the same ; and upon conviction, "*"""® slaves.
shall be punished by fine, not exceeding onc hundred pounds, and imprisonment not
exceeding twelve months, for every offence; and such punishment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the owner or
proprictor for recovery of damages, for or on account of the same; and in cases
where the owner of any such slave shall be puilty of any such offence, it shall and
may be lawful for the court, if it shall seem nccessary for the future protection of such
slave, to declare him or her to be free and discharged from all manner of servitude,
to all intents and purposes whatever; and in all such cases it shall and may be
lawful for the court to order the same to be paid to the vestry of the pavish to which
such slave belonged, to the use of the said parish; the vestry in consideration thercof
paying to such slave so made free, an annuity of ten pounds per annum during life ;
and in case any slave or slaves shall suffer any.such mutilation as aforesaid, any
justice of the peace is hercby authorized and required, on view of the fact, to send
such slave to the nearest workhouse, therc to be kept and carcfully attended at
the expense of the parish, until such time as there can be a meeting of the justices
aud vestry of such parish, which justices and vestry are hereby created a council of
protection for such slave, and arc authovized and required, to make full enquiry )
respecting the mutilation of such slave; and if to them it shall appear proper, shall
cause the owner or owners of such mutilated slave to be indicted and prosecuted,
the expenses of which prosecution shall be paid by the parish where such offence
shall be committed ; and in case the owner or owners of such slave or slaves shall
be able to pay the costs and damages of such prosecution, the churchwardens and
vestry are hereby required to commence a suit or suits against such owner or owners,
in which they shall recover all costs and charges by them laid out and expended in
such criminal prosccution and civil action ; and the keeper of the workhouse to
which any such slave shall have been committed, is hercby required, upon due notice
of the meeting of such justices and vestry, to produce such mutilated slave or slaves
for their inspection, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect.

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be Slaves rot to be
lawful for any cowrt of justicc to pass any sentence, whereby any slave shall be mutilated for any
directed to be mutilated or maimed, for any offence whatever, offence, |

240, B gth. And
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BAHLAMAS. gth. And be it further enacted by theé authority aforesaid, That if any person shall

~—— wilfully and with malice aforethought, Kill of cduse to be killed, any negro or other
Persons killinga  slave, every such person shall be adjudged guilty of felony and murder; and shall
f}“.‘l'e t"}"‘} ]“dJ“dg"d suffer death without benefit of clergy; provided always, that no such conviction shall
ggatgl:irdgrf?,’,d « extend to the corruption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods or

suffer death, without chattels, any law custom or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.
benefit of clergy.

o

Persons guilty of . 10th. And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, That if any person

cruelty to slaves, shall wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, imprison, or keep in

to be indicted confinement, without sufficient support, any slave or slaves, he she or they shall

therefore in the e subject to be indicted for the same in the general court, and shall suffer such

general court, punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, as the court shall think proper to
inflict ; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any action that
may be brought for recovery of damage, in case such slave shall not be the property
of the offender.

Punishment of 11th. And in order to restrain arbitrary punishments, be it further enacted by the

tlaves, authority aforesaid, That no slave shall on any account receive more than twenty
lashes at any one time, or for any one offence, unless the owner or employer of such
slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the gaol, shall be present; and
that no such owner, cmployer, supervisor or gaol keeper, shall on any account
punish a slave with more than thirty-ninc lashes at one time and for enc offence,
nor inflict or suffer to be inflicted, any second punishment on the same day, nor
until the delinquent shall have recovered from the effects of any former punishment,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

Fees of the provost  12th, And whereas it is customary for owners to commit their slaves to the

marshal or guoler,  common gaol for slight offences, which are not punishable under this act; be it

for recetviug slaves . r . " o e i 3 F

committed Tor therefore enacted, That in all cases where any owner or possessor of a slave shall

trivial offences. send him or her to gaol, for any such trivial offence, the provost marshal or his
deputy, or gaoler, shall forthwith take and receive such slave into custody, and
him or her sately keep until released by the owner; and shall recéive for his trouble,
three shillings, together with one shilling for every day such slave shall have

remained in gaol; provided such slave shall have been maintained by the provost

marshal,
Fixing iron collars,  13th. And whereas a mischievous practice hath prevailed in some of the colonies,
&e. on slaves, of punishing ill disposed slaves, and such as are apt to abscond f{rom their owners,

declared unlawhil. - 4y 'fiving jron collars with projecting bars or hooks, round their necks ; be it enacted
and declarcd, that such practice is utterly unlawful ; and that no person shall on any
account whatever, punish any negro or othér slave, whether his own property or
otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed, any iron or other collar round the neck
of such slave, or by loading the body or limbs of such slave with chains, irons, or
weights, of any kind, other than such as are absolutely necessary for securing the
person of such slave while in confinement, under the penalty of fifty pounds; and
any justice of the peace is hereby authorized and required, on information or view
of “such offence, to order such collar, chains, irous, or weights, to be immediately
taken off, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect or refusal.
Christmas 14th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave within
holidays. these islands shall be ailowed the usual number of Christmas holidays, to wit,
Christmas day, and the two following working days.
Overscersabsenting 1 5th, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That cvery overseer
tg;"&sﬁll‘im‘g”"g who shall absent himself from the estate under his care or management, on any of
holidays, to forfeit the aforesaid holidays, without leave of his employer, shall for every such offence
£.5. each duy. forfeit the sum of five pounds for each day.
Returns of births 16th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That on the 1st day of
‘:;‘;Lfs“(‘,ﬂ‘s of . January which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety
tions, to b made m €ight, and on the 1st day of January in every succeeding year, or within thirty days
January every year, aiter, the owncr manager or overseer of cvery plantation or settlement within these
Islands, shall give in upon oath, to the churchwardens of the parish, an account of all
Andiif the 1ot the Pirths and deaths of the slaves on such plantation or settlement, under the penalty
giving in such of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the owner of such plantation or settlement.

T““'lr“t"_e "l“"i“g o 17th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, That if the not giving
neglect in the : . i N e :
overseer, the in such accounts shall be oiving to the ncglect of any ovérseer or manager; it shall and
penalty, &c. to he may
paid by him,
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may be lawful for the owner, proprietor or possessor of such plantation or settlement,

. fﬂ./

[y

BAHAMAS.

to stop and detain the penalty which he or she shall be compelled to pay, too*ethex e e/

with his or her costs and charges, out of the wages of such manager or ovelseel.

18th. And whereas it is absolutely necessary that slaves should be kept in due
obedience to their owners, and in proper subordination to the white inhabitants in
eneral, that opportunities of committing rebellious conspiracies should as much as
possxble be taken away, and that adequme punishments should be appomted for all
crimes committed by slavcs; Beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no
slave (such only excepted as are going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions or small
stock and other goods, which lhcy may lawfully sell, to market, and returning there-
from) shall hereafter be suffered to go out of his or her master’s or owner’s pl'mmtlon
or settlement, or to travel from one place to another, unless such slave shall have a
ticket from his or her owner, master, employer or overseer, expressing particularly
the time of such slave’s setting out, and where or to what place he or she is going, and
the time limited for his or her return ; under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for
every offence, to be recovered from hIS or her master, owner, cmployex or OVCI'SCGI
unless such owner, employer, or overseer shall make oath, that he or she did give to the
said slave such ticket as afor esaid, or that the said slave went away without leave.

19th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no negro or other
slave shall be allowed to hunt any horned cattle, horses, mares, mules, asses or other
animals, with lances, guns, cutlasses or other arms, unless in the company of "his
master, overscer, or somne other white person, or by his pelmlssmn in wiiting ; and any
negro or other slave who shall offend contrary to the trueintent and meamng of this
act, shall suffer such punishment by whipping, as any two justices of the peace shall
think proper to inflict, not exceeding fifty lashes. by

20th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any free- negro,
mulatto or Indian, in order to conccal any runaway slave, ot to prevent him or her
from being apprehended, shall give any fraudulent pass or tiéket to any such runaway
slave, he “she or they shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall bé liable to be
prosecuted and tried for the same in the ‘general court; and upon conviction, sliall
suffer the loss of frecdom, transportation or such other pumshment as the court ghall
think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb. '

21st. And be it further enacted by the authorlty aforesaid, That if any such fray-
dulent pass or ticket shall be given by any white person with intent as aforesaid, such
white person shall be deemed guilty of forgery, and shall be liable to be mdl,cted
and tried for the same before the general court; and shall suffer such punishmenit, by
fine and imprisonment, as the court shall think proper to inflict.

22d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no ticket shall be
granted to any slave forany time exceeding one calendar month,

23d. And be it further enacted, That every person from whose service any slave
shall abscond, shall, within fourteen days thereatter, give notice thereof by public
advertisement, wherein shall be inseited the name and description of such runaway,
by means whereof he or she may be more easily known and apprehended ; and in
case the owner shall neglect so to do, he or she shall not be entitled to any satisfac-
tion from the treasury for any such 'slave executed o tmnspoxted by virtue of " this
act, for any crime whatever.

24th. And be it also enacted, That it shall not be Jaw ful either to scll or to buy any
runaway slave; and that any person selling or buying any such slave, while absent,
shall forfeit the sum of thir ty pounds.

25th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all slaves who
shall have been in these Islands for the space of two years, aud shall run away, and
continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall, upon counviction before
any two justices of the peace, suffer such punistiment as the said Jjustices shall think
proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb.

26th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
shall run away from his owner or lawful possessor, and be absent for more than six
months, being duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be trensported for life, or shall
suffer such other punishment, not extunding to life or limb, as tnc court shall think
proper to inflict.

220, 27th, And
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27th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
Sh’lll knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway slave, shall be liable to be tried
for the same, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, shall suffer such punish-
ment as the court shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life or limb: and
that cvery free person who shall commit any such offence, may be indicted and
prosecuted for the sawe in the general court, and being convicted, shall suffer such
punishment, by fine and imprisonment, “as the court shall think proper, according to
the magpitude of the offence; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without
perumcc to any action or suit, which may be brought by the party injured, f01
recovery of damages for and on account of the same.

28th. And be it further cnacted by the authority qforesald That every slave who
shall take up any such runaway, or inform against any person who shall harbour or
conceal such runaway slave, so that such mmway may be taken, aud restored to
his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such reward as any two justices of
the peace shall think reasonable and just, not exceeding three pounds, to be paid
by such person or persons as the said justices shall deter mine ought to pay the same,

29th. And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these Islands, to
suffer slaves to continne out as ranaways, and it is absolutely necessary to declare
what slaves shall be deemed runaways; be it therefore enacted and declared, That
cevery slave who shall be absent from his or her owner or employer, without leavey
for ten days together, and shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the
housc, plantatlon, or settlement, to which he or she belongs, \Vlthout a ticket or
permit to pass, (except as before excepted in going to or returning from market},
shall be deemed a runaway.

goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That any free person
who shall appreheud any ruvaway slave shall be entitled to receive from the owner,
employer, overseer, or manager of such slave, the sum of twenty shillings, and no
more, besides miie money at “the rate of two shillings per mile for the first Tive miles,
and one shilling per mile afterwards; provided such slave had absented him or herself
ten days without the privity, knowledﬂre, or consent of the proprictor, owner oy other
white person residing on the plantatlon or place to which such slave shall belong,
which time of absence shall be declared on the oath of such proprietor, overseer, o;
other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party taking up such slave; but
it is the true intent and meaning of this act, that every person “who shall appr ehend
any slave that is actually run « 'may shall be entitled to the aforesaid reward, although
such slave shall not be eight miles from home, or although the aforesaid term of ten
days shall not have elapscd

31st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
shall take or kill another in actual rebellion shall receive from the churchwardens of
the parish in which any such slave shall have been killed the sum of five pounds, and
ten pounds if taken alive, also a blue cloth coat with a red cross on the right
shoulder ; the whole expences whercof shail be reimbursed by the receiver «encral
for the time being out of any money in his hands unappropriated.

32d. And be it further enacted, That if any slave shall be killed by any persoun
or persons in the execution of this act, or under the authority of the same, the person
or persons by whom such slave may be killed shall, as speedily as may be, give
information thereof to some justice of the peace, who is hereby required to take his
examination, and also the evidence or information of any other person or persons
respecting the same; and any white person or free person of colour killing such
slave, who shall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby xequncd shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds

33d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person or
[181°OI)S apprehending any runaway slave shall convey him or her to his or her owner. )
employer, or manager, if resident on the Island in which such slave shall have been
ap;rebended ; but if not therein resident, or if payment of the reward and other
charges hereinbefore mentioned shall not be made, then to the nearest gaol or work-
house, the keeper whereof is hereby authorized and required to reccive such slave
into his custody, and to pay the party delivering such slave the sum of twenty shillings,
and mile money as aforesaid, and no more under “the penalty of five pounds
provided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such sum
or sums before such person shall have taken an oath (which oath such gaoler or
workhouse
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workliouse keeper shall file in bis office, and nroduce when thereunto required by the  BAIIAMAS.
owner or possessor of such slave, under the penalty of five pounds,) that the stave so “———
apprehended was at the reputed distance of eight miles from tlie house, plantation,

or settlement to which such slave belongs, (except as.is before excepted,) and that

such slave had no ticket or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor,

employer or overseer, at the time of being apprehended ; and that such slave had

been first carried to his or her owner, employer, or manager, (provided such owner,

employer or manager, shall be in the Island where such slave shall have been

apprehended,) and that payment of the reward and charges aforesaid was neglected

or refused to be made.

34th. And, to thc end that the owners and proprietors of slaves so apprehended, Runaways taken
may obtain information from the gaol or workhouse in which they are confined, be up, to be auvertised
it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of every workhouse or ‘:f"”‘"'t Bahamy
gaol shall, and they are hereby required, once in cvery month, to advertisc in the guactie.
Bahama Gazette or other public newspaper, and at the most public place in the
Island on which such negro shall be apprchended, the height, names, marks and
size, and also the country (where the same can be ascertained) of every runaway slave
then in his custody, and the time such slave was put into his custody; and also the
name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, under the penalty of ten
pounds for every neglect or omission; and for the éxpence of such adyertisement, it
shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every gaol or workhouse to charge the owner
or owners of each runaway slave at and after the rate of twelve shillings per month,
and no more, and to detain any such slave in custody until the same, together with
the charges of apprehending, and other fees and poundage after the rate of two
shillings in the pound, shall be paid, and also one shilling for every twenty-four
hours such slave shall have been in custody, for subsistence, and sixpence per day
for medical carc and extraordinary nourishment where necessary; and the gaoler,
workhouse-keeper, or supervisor, shall attest every such account upon oath,

35th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the keeper of every Staves canfined to
workhouse or gaol within these Islands, shall provide and furnish every slave confined be furnished with
in'such workhouse or gaol a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome provisions, ;;"‘““"So tl”){l the
according to the allowance herein before required to be given upon every plantation, o ouse

under the penalty of ten pounds for every neglect.

36th. And be it enacted by the authority dforesaid, That after any runaway slave staves who shall
shall have been in the custody of the provost marshal or the keeper of the workhouse or have been in
gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as aforesaid, for the space of twelve calendar Custoalv lr'n' ll\-.'«-]\'e
months, ifno person shall clalm such slave, and pay the fees and other monies herein Jore vy o e
before directed, it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal or for the keeper at pu\)hl‘, auction.
of such gaol or workhouse to sell every such slave at public outcry to the highest bidder,
and that the monies arising from such sale, shall be applied, in the first place, towards
payment of the expence of taking up, keeping, and adwertising such slave, together
with all other fees and charges hereinbefore mentioned, and the overplus (it any)
shall be paid into the public treasury, to be applicd towards the contingent
expences of this government; and all reccipts and bills of sale made by the provost
marshal or the keeper of any gaol or workhouse (as the casc may be) are hereby
declared to convey a good and sufficient title to the purchaser or purchasers of any
such slave, and to be a bar of the right of the former owner or owners: Provided
always, that every such sale be at the usual place of public auctions, in the town of
Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forcnoon; that thirty days
notice thereof be given in the Bahama Gazette or other public neivspaper; and that,
previous to every such sale, every such slave be carried before a magistrate, who is
hereby required to examine whether such slave has been duly advertised, and whether
his or her marks and descriptions agree with the advertisement, and to certify the
same, if found accurate or sufficient.

37th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no gaoler or work- Slaves conumitted
house kecper shall, on any pretence whatever, employ any slave sent to his custody o §10l, or any
on any plantation belonging to him or in his possession, nor hire nor lend any such ;::;ﬁi’:?,‘i‘;t':xt 0
slave to work for any other person or persons, under the penalty of fifty pounds for oiherwiseemployed.
every offence. ’

38th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any negro or other Slaves escaping

slave who shall be confined in any workhouse or other place of confincment, and shall from confinemeant,
- 296, F escane ™ being appre-
; SLi hended, how to be
punished,
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escape therefrom before trial, or the expiration of his or her sentence, upon being
retaken and proof being made of his or ler identity before any two justices of the
peace, shall be adjudged to be sent back to confinement, and shall receive punishment
by whipping, not exceeding fifty lashes.

3oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the provost

&ee. suffering slaves marshal, or any of his deputies, or any constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper, shall

to escape from
confinement,

Slaves killed in the
public service to be ihvasion

paid for.

Penalty on any
person permitting
more than twelve
strange slaves to
assemble together
on his plantation.

All officers autho-
rized o disperse
unlawful assem-
hlies of slaves,

Slaves not to have
fite arms or asmmu-
mton in their pos-
SESSION.

Punishment of
Slaves offering
vinlence to white
persons.

Punishment of
slaves preparing
or giving poison,

Punishment of
slaves for killing
cattle, &c.

willingly or negligently suffer any slave to escape, so that such slave shall not be
retaken, such marshal, constable, gaoler, or workhouse keeper shall forfeit a sum not
exceeding twenty pounds, without prejudice to the owners action of damages.

4oth. And be it further enacted, That if any negro or other slave, at any time of
or appearance of an cnemy, shall be killed in service of the country, the
owner shall be paid out of the public trcasury the full value of such slave, to be
ascertained by any two justices of the peace.

41st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any master,
owner, guardian or attorney of any plantation or settlement, shall suffer any strange
slaves, cxceeding twelve in number, to assemble together, and beat their drums or
blow their horns, or shells in any place under his her or their care or management,
or shall not endeavour to disperse or prevent such meeting, by giving notice thereof
to the next magistrate or commissioned officer, that a proper force may be sent for the
purpose, every such master, owner, guardian or attorney, shall forfeit for every such
offence the sum of fitty pounds ; provided information of such offence be given upon
oath within five days after the commission of such oflence.

42. And be it further cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That all officers, civil and
military, shall be and they are hercby empowered and required to enter into any
place whatever, in order to dispersc any unlawful assembly of slaves, and to suppress
and prevent all riotous unlawiul drumming or other noise; any law, custom, or
usage to the contrary notwithstanding,

43d. And be it further cnacted by the authovity aforesaid, That any slave who
shall hercafter be found to have concealed in his or her house, or otherwise in his ov
her possession, any fire arms, gunpowder, slugs or ball, shall, on conviction before
any two justices, suffer such punishment as the said justices shall think proper to
inflict by whipping.

44th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave who
shall offer violence, by striking or otherwise, to any white person, shall be punished
with death, transportation, or such other punishunent as the court shall thiuk proper
to inflict; provided such conflict or striking be not by command of the owner of
such slave, or of his or her attorney, overscer, or other person having authority
over such slave, or in the Jawful defeuce of his owner’s person or goods.

45th. And be it further enacted Ly the authority aforesaid, That if any vegro or
other slave shall mix or prepare, with intent to give, any poison or poisonous
drug, or shall actually give or causc to be given any such poison or poisonous druy,
although death may not ensue from the taking thereof, such slave, together with all
and cvery accessary and accessaries, as well before as after the fact, (being slaves)
being thereof duly convicted, shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such
other punishment as the court shall think proper.

40th. And whereas horned cattle, sheep, horses, mares, inules and asses, are
frequently stolen and killed by negro and other slaves, in so seeret and private a
mauner, as to render conviction very difficult; For preveation thereof be it further
enacted, That if any negro or other slave or slaves shall fraudulently have in his, ber,
or their possession, any iresh beef, mutton, or veal, or the flesh ot any horse, mare,
mule or ass, in any quantity excceding five peunds, and not excceding twenty-
cight pounds weight, every such negro or other slave shall, upon conviction before
any two justices of the peace, be whipped in such manner as such justices shall
direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; and it there shall be found fraudulently as
ajorcsaid, in his, her, or their custody or possession, a larger quantity than twenty-
eight pounds weight of such beef or other flesh, that then every such negro or other
slave shall suffer such punishment as the justices shall think proper to direct, not
cxtending to life or Ihnb.

47thy And
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47th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any negro or Punishment of
other slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, slaves for stealing
gelding, mule or ass, or shall kill any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, hovse, catte, &
mare, gelding, mule or ass, with intent to steal the same, or any part of the flesh
thereof, such negro or other slave shall suffer death, or such other punishment as the
court shall think proper to inflict.

48th. And whereas several slaves have lately found means to depart from these punishment of
Islands, to the great damage of their owners, and to the evil example of other slaves, slaves for aiding
who may thereby be induced to attempt or conspire to do the same; And whereas slavesin runnwg
there is reason to suspect that slaves have been aided and assisted in their departure {2y Pt 8eHins of
by other persons, and no adequate punishments are provided by law for such R
offences ; For remedy thereof, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
if any negro or other slave shall run away from his or her owner or owners,
employer or employers, and go off, or conspire and attempt to go off thesc Islands,
in any ship, boat, canoe, or uther vessel or craft whatsoever, or be aiding, abetting,
or assisting to any other slave or slaves in deserting and going off these Islands, he,
she, or they, so running or going off, or conspiring and attempting to go off, ot
aiding, assisting or abetting in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer
transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to- inflict,
not extending to life or limb.

49th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That ifany free negro, Punishment of free
Indian, or mulatto, shall be aiding, assisting and abetting any slave or slaves, in people of rolour for
descrting and going off these islands, and shall be thereof convicted, he, she, or #ding runuways.
they shall be subject to be transported from these Islands, by the provost marshal or
his deputy: and any such person so convicted, sentenced and transported, who
shall afterwards be found at large within these Islands, shall suffer death, without
benefiv of clergy.

5oth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any white person Penalty on white
who shall knowingly be aiding, assisting, or abetting any slave in deserting and persons forussisting
going off these Islands, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, and shall also M"Wa¥s:
sufler imprisonment for any space of time not exceeding twelve months, without bail
or mainprize; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any suit
or action which may be brought or had by the party injured, for rccovery of damages
for and on account of the same. '

51st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may Tawful to'proceed
be lanful to proceed against the person or persons so aiding, assisting, or abetting ﬁ{:l"']“lt“‘::‘;fk‘:ll“’
such slave or slaves in going off thesc Islands, whether the principal or principals be sl:lu)'es'in L,,cfum,, off,
convicted or not; any thing in this or any other act, or any law usage or custom whether the prin-

to the contrary notwithstanding, cipal be convicted
o or not, under this

. \ \tb
52d. And be it further coacted, That no negro or other slave shall, on any pre- ’°
Slaves not to carry

tence, barter or carry about for sale or barter, any dry goods of any kind whatever; /" dry goods for
and it shall and may be lawful for any white persou to tuke and seize all such goods, repil,

and to deliver them to the provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith séll the

same at public auction, and pay the net proceeds thereof untothe public treasury.

53d. And be it further enacted, That no ncgro or other slave shall vend or retatl any Staves not to vend
spirituous liquors whatsoever; and if any slave, without the knowledge of his or her any spirituous
owner or cmployer, shall scll or vend any spirituous liquors whatever, such slave, liquors.
for every such offence, shall be publicly whipped by order of any two justices of
the peace; but if it shall appear to have been done with the knowledge of his or her
owner or cmployer, then and in that case such owner or employcer shall forfeit the
sum of forty pounds, to berecovered in manner hercinafter directed.

54th. And be it hereby enacted, That every slave who shall play at dice or cards, Punishment of
or be guilty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whipped by order of any 5’_""‘{3.““}°°‘°" t
two justices of the peace; and any keeper of a tavern or punch house, who shall St
suffer any slave or slaves to game, get drunk or tipple, in or about his or her house
shop or premises, or to remain in or about the saine after the hour of eight of the
clock at night, or shall at any other time scll rum or any other spirituous liquors to
any slave to whom he or she shall have been forbidden by the owner or employer of
such Gslavc to sell liquor, shall suffer any such slave, after having been so forbidden,

220, to
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BAHAMAS.  to loiter or remait in or about his or her house, shop or premises, shall forfeit the
N sum of twenty pounds. .

Mode of proceeding ~ 55th. And be it further enacted by the authority aferesaid, That upon complaint
on the trial of ¢ being madeto any Justice of the peace, of any burglary, robbery, burning of houscs,
staves accused of -y opelfious conspiracies, compassing or imagining the death of any white person or
punishable with  persons, or any other felonious offence whatsoever, committed by any slave or slaves.
deatb or transpor-  and which s hereby declared or made punishable with death or transportation, such
tatiow. Jjustice shall issue his warrant for apprehending such offender or offeuders, and for all
persons that can give evidence, to be brought before him, or any other justice of the
peace; and the cvidence of slave against slave shall in all cases be received ; and
iaf upon examination the charge shall appear to be well founded, the justice before
whom such examination shall be had and taken, shall commit the accused to prison,
and bind over the witnesses to appear at a certain day, not less than ten or more than
thirty days from the day on which the complaint shall have been made, at the place
where the quarter sessions are usually held, or other place of public meetings, and
shall certify to any other justice of the peace the cause of such commitment, and
require him to associate himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required
to do under the penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated shall
issue their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable to serve on ordinary
juries, (the master, owner, or proprietor of the slave or slaves so complained of, or
the attorney, guardian, oversecr or manager of such owner or proprietor, or the
person prosccuting, his or her attorney, guardian, overseer or manager, always
excepted) personally to be and appear before the said justices, at the day and place
appointed for the trial, between the hours of eight and twelve of the clock in the
forenoon, when and where the said justices shall causc the accused to be brought
before them; and thercupon five of the persons so summoned shall (the charge or
accusation being first reduced to writing and read) be sworn to try the matter before
them, and give a truc verdict according to evidence; which charge or accusation
shall not be questioned for any want of form, but shall be deemed valid if sufficient
in substance : And if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the cvidence, unanimously
“find the said slave or slaves guilty of the offence of which he she or they stand
charged, the said justices shall give sentence of death without benefit of clergy, or
transportation for life, according to the nature of the offence ; and shall cause such
sentence to be carried into exccution at such time and place as they shall think
proper (women with child only excepted, whose execution shall be respited uatil a
Time of holding ~ Yeasonable time after delivery :) Provided aiways nevertheless, that the justices of the
slave courts. peace, or any two or more of them resident upon any of the islands within this
government, {one of whom to be always of the quorum and custos rotulorum of the
island) shall and may hereafter hold slave courts upon the first Tuesday in Januvary,
April, July and October, in every year, to continue and be holden for five days
successively (if necessary) and not longer; and shall have full power and authority
to enquire into, hear, and determine all and all manner of felonious oftences, com-
mitted by slaves, and shall open the said court by proclamation, declaring the same
to be a slave court for such purpose ; and that the said custos rotulorum and any
one other justice shall thercupon in like manner in all respects as two justices
associated, as herein before mentioned, are by this act authorized and cinpowered,
proceed to tryand deliver the workhouse or grol within the island or parish, of all slaves
who shall be in custody of the gaoler or workhouse keeper, charged with any of the
fclonious offences herein before mentioned ; and shall cause a jury to be called and
taken from the panel returned to the said court, forthwith to be sworn as they shall
appear, to try all and every such slave and slaves as shall be brought before them
charged with any of the aforesaid offences, and to give a true verdict according to

evidence, as in other cases.

Justicesmayrespite  50th. Provided always, That it shall and may be lawful for the justices at any

the execution of  glave court or extraordinary trial, to respite the execution of any sentence by them

any sentence. given, for any term not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleasure of the commander
in chief shall be known, in case proper cause shall appear to them for sv doing, or
the jury shall recommend the prisoner to mercy.

Who shall consti- 57th. And beit further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That not less than two
tute aslave cowrt.  justices and five jurors, shall constitute a court for tie trial of any slave or slaves

for any erime or offence that shall subject such slave punishable with death or
transportation ;
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transportation; and that upon any such trial no peremptory challenge of any juror,
or any exception to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed.

58th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
the punishment of death is to be inflicted, the execution shall be performed in some
public place, and with due solemmity; and care shall be taken by the gaoler,
constable, or marshal, that the prisoner be frce from intoxication at the time of trial
and execution ; and the mode of such execution shall be hanging by the neck, and
no other; and the body shall be afterwards disposed of as the court shall direct:
Provided always, that where several slaves are capitally convicted for the same
offence, one only shall suffer death, except in cases of murder or rebellion,

BAHAMAS,

Execution how to
be perfurmed.

59th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any slave wilfully Slaves giving false

giving false evidence on any trial to be bhad under this act, shall suffer the sane
punishment as the person or persons on whose trial such false evidence was given
would if conyicted have been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the
justices shall award, not extending to life or limb.

Goth. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any slave
or slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, or shall die in custody, the marshal,
gaoler or workhousekeeper, shall be entitled to receive out of the public treasury all
such fees as shall be due for such slave or slaves at the time of such discharge or
death.

61st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a record shall be
entered up of all proceedings upon the trials of slaves for any crime that shall be
punishable with death or transportation, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the
clerk of the peace who is hereby required to attend all such trials, and to record the
proceedings ; within thirty days after such trials, under the penalty of twenty pounds
for cvery such neglect ; and he shall be entitled, upon producing the certificate of the
justices, to have and reccive out of the public treasury the sum of three pounds for
attending cach trial and for cntering up the record, and any other business incident
thereto, and no more.

G2d. And beit further enacted, That the constables of the respective Islands and
districts, shall be obliged to attend every such trial or court, under the penalty of
twenty pounds for such neglect ; and the constable executing any sentence, shall be
entitled to reccive out of the public treasury the sum of forty shillings, upon producing
the certificate of the justice as aforcsaid.

63d. And beitenacted, That any person who shall be drawn and duly summoned
to scrve as a juroron any trial to be had by virtue of this act, and who shall neglect
“to attend, or after appearance shall depart without leave, shall forfeit the sum of six
pounds. ’

O4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no trial of any slave
shall be had until after reasonable and sufficient notice of such trial shall have been
given to the owner or proprietor of such slave, or to his her or their attorney or
attorneys or other representative or representatives, where any such can conveniently
be found within the colony; any law usage or custom to the contrary notwith-
standing.

05th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all cases where
any slave shall receive sentence of death or transportation, the jury shall appraise and
valuc suchslave, and the justices shall certify such valuation : Provided always, that
such valuation shall not in any case exceed sixty pounds for any onc slave; and
provided also, if it shall appear that the owner or possessor of such slave had treated
him or her with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven such
slave to the commission of the offence of which he or she shall have been convicted,
that then and in such case no valuation shall be made nor certificate granted, and the
owner shall not be entitled to receive any allowance whatever for such slave from the
public. ' .

00th. And be it further enacted by the autho ity aforesaid, Thatin all cases where
any slave, valued as aforesaid, shall be exccuted or transported by virtue of this act,
such slave shall be paid for at the public expence; and the net money arising from the
sale of any slave sold for transportation, shall be accounted for on oath by the provost
marshal or his deputy, and paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public.

220, G 67th, And
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BAHAMAS. 6yth. And be it further enacted: by the authority aforesaid, ‘That any negro or other
e —— slave who shall be transported from these Islands by virtue of this act, and shall
Slaves returning Wilfully return from transportation, shall, upon conviction, suffer death, without
from transportation, benefit of clergy. g

;;)L:f:: if:z:;nng 68th. And be it further enacted by the authority af:ore§aic!, That when, any warrant
slaves against shall be granted by any one or more of His Majesty’s justices of the peace against
whom warrants  any slave who, cannot be taken, the owner, attorney, possessor, guardian or overseer
shall be granted, to of every suchslave, shall be served witb a copy of the said warrant, and if he she or they
forfeit £. 300, do not send, or produce such slave to the justice or justices to be dealt with acconding‘«

to law and it shall afterwards be proved, that such owner, attorney, guardian,

possessor or overseer wilfully detained or concealed such slave, he she or they shall

forfeit the sum of, one hundred péunds.

Manumited 6gth. And be it further enacted, Fhat all such negroes, mulattos, mustees ang

?38‘(‘0235»;}\: ts“ Per indians, as have been slaves, and have been or shall be made free, shall, for all

e e o misdemeanors and oftences under thie degree of feleny, be tried and adjudged:in,

under felony. manner and form hereinbefore directed for the trial of slaves, and the evidence of a
slave or slaves shall be admitted on such trials, any law usage or custom to the
contrary 1;otwiths,tandim. '

Crimes under soth. And whereas. misdemeanors and offences of inferior degrees are frequently
fehmly Cﬂmmmﬁg comuiitted by slaves; which ought to be punished in a summary manner; be it there-,
by slwves, may be 4,00 enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for any two

tried in o sununary | ) R : . .
manver by aoy, m.%,, justices of the peace,’ it a summary naaner, to hear and determine all crimes and

justices of the inisdeameanors below felony, committed by any slave or slaves, giving suflicient
peace. notice to the owner or owners of suchslave or slaves, or his, her or then attorney or

attorneys, or the person having the carg of such slave or slaves, of the time and place
of trial; and to order and direct such punishment to be inflicled ou any such slave as
the said justices in their discretion shall think fit, not exceeding filty lashes; and the
constable attending,any such trial and executing any such sentence, shall be entitled
to have and receive ten shillings, to be paid Ly the master, owner or possessor of such,
slave orslaves; on non-payment whercof it shall and may be lawtul for the justices to

issue their warrant for levying the same, together with costs and charges.

:S‘ E:t':u‘)“l‘s"}?:gh““m 71st. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no runaway slave
runaways tuken ap shall on any account be committed to gaol by any magistrate of a parish where there
to be committed 1o shall be a workhouse cstablished, but to such workhouse only.

€ \
}fofj‘fjb vested in »ad. And. be it enacted, That in all cases in which by this present act, or by any
justices and other act of the gencral assembly, any power or authority is vested in the justices and
vestries, to be  vestries, such power and authority shall be exccuted by the justic s, or any two of
exceuted by justices ¢, i) Tslands where there are no vestries, or by the vestrymen, or any six of them,

or vestries, in . .
Islands where there i Islands where there are no justices.

I‘\’x‘;;‘fsz;’:l'mu =3d. And be it further cnacted by the authority aforcsaid, That all forfeitures
of forfeitures ¥ and penalties given by this act, of which the vecovery and application have not been
penalties; othorwise directed, shall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a suin-

mary manner before any two of His M ajesty’s justices of the peace, and shall be levied,
together with costs, by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels, and if
exceeding twenty pounds, shall be recovered, together with costs, in the general
court of these Islands, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no
cssoign, protection, wager of law, or non valt ulterius prosequi, shall be allowed or

and their appli-  entered:;- onc moiety of which penalties shall be to the use of the parish where the

cation. offonce shall have been committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or to him
her or them who shall sue for the same. .

Continuance of this  74th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act, and

Act, every clause, matter and thing therein contained, shall continue and be in force for
and during the term of two. years from the passing thiereof, and from thence to the
end of the then next session of the general assembly, and no longer.
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