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will shortly expire; and whereas the s&id act has been found beneficial, and it is BAHAMAS. 
expedient that the same, should be further continued; May it please your Majesty, That ' ^ 
it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his Excellency John Halkett, esquire, your 
Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council 'and assenably of your 
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of 
the same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall 
continue and be in force from and after the passing of this act, and during the term 
of seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. * 

AN ACT to continue an Act for the more etTectually to prevent the desertion 
of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned. [29 December i§02.] ' 

. I 

"WHEREAS an Act, made and passed in the forty-first year of your Majesty’s Preamble, 

reign, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of slaves, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” will shortly expire; and whereas it is 
highly necessary and expedient that the said Act, and every clause matter and thing 
therein contained, should be further continued; May it therefore please your 
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett 
esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly 
of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the 
authority of the same. That the said Act, and every clause matter and thing thereiri' aforesaid Act 

contained, be further continued in full force from and after the expiration thereof, continued ten 
for and during the term of ten years, and until the end of the next session of the y«ars. 
general assembly. ; 

AN ACT to continue in force an Act to prohibit the purchasing, selling; 
hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein exceptetl, 
and for othhr purposes therein mentioned. [31 December 1803.] 

WHERE.AS the above recited Act will shortly expire; and whereas the provisions Prciunbl(s 
thereof have been found of general utility; May it therefore please your ]\lajesty, 
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by liis excellency John Halkett esquire, 
your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your 
Alajesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That continued for 

the said Act, and every matter and clause thereof, therein contained, is hereby declared 
to be in full force and effect from and after the passing of this Act, for and during the 
term of five years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. 

AN ACT for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to the Freedom 
of Negroes, and-other Persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts 
therein mentioned. [14 January 1805.] 

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arisen from the mode of trying questions Proamidr. 
relative to the freedom of negroes and other persons of colour, as established in and 
by an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An 
Act for explaining and amending an Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of His 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for governing negroes, mulattoes, mustces and 
Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein-mentioned;” May it therefore 
please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency 
Charles Cameron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor in chietj 
the council and the assembly of your Majesty’s said Islands, and it is liereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same. That the aforesaid first-mentioned Certain Acts 
Act, and all and every other Act and Acts, or clauses of Acts of the general suspended, 

assembly, so far forth as the same do relate to the trial of questions concerning the 
freedom of negroes or other persons of colour, be suspended; and the same are 
hereby accordingly suspended, during the continuance of this Act. 

2(1. And be it enacted. That from and after the passing of this Act, all questions Claims to freedom 

relating to the freedom or slavery of negroes or other persons of colour, shall be "'•b' 
tried and determined in His Majesty’s general court of tliese Islands, and not else- 
tvliere, any law usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.. 
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