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6th, And be it further enacted by the authority .aforesaid. That in. case any of the 
free persons of colour aforesaid, while acting in obedience to any. summons from the 
magistrates aforesaid, shall.be opposed by any runaway slaves, Or find it otherwise iin-r 
possible to arrest them, it- shall and may be lawful for such free person of colour to 
fire upon or wound and kill any such runaway slave or slaves; and in case of.any 
indictment or process being commenced against any such person of colour for any 
sugh act, he or they may plead this Act, and give the special matter in evidence. 

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That every free negro, 
mulatto, mustee or Indian, who shall obtain a certificate as aforesaid, from the magistrates 
aforesaid, shall within one month thereafter, at their own proper cost, provide themselves 
with a silver medal of the size of a dollar, on which shall be engraved in legible charac- 
ters the initial letters of the name of such free person of colour, with the number of his 
or her certificate, with the word “ Freewhich medal shall be worn at all times there- 
after by Such free person of-colour, at his or her breast exposed to public view, in order 
that-they may be generally known and distinguished from slaves; and in case any free 
person or persons of colour, shall at any time thereafter be found or discovered out of 
his or her house or usual place of abode without such medal exposed to public view at 
his or her breast, it shall and tnay be lawful for the said magistrates, or any other 
white person or persons whatsoever, to apprehewl such free person of colour, and 
commit him her or them to the common gaol of Nassau, and there to be kept until 
he she or they shall provide such medal, and pay all legal fees upon suclv 
commitment. 

8th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any male free 
person or persons of colour, after he or they shall be duly summoned for the purposes- 
aforesaid by the said magistrates, or any one of tliem, shall neglect or refuse to turn 
out and be employed as before directed, and in all respects act agreeably to the true 
intention of this Act, he or they siiall for every such refusal or neglect, be imprisoned 
at the discretion of the said magisti-ales, in the common gaol of the town of Nassau, 
for any time not exceeding twenty days, and be liable to pay all legal fees thereon. 

pth. And whereas, a correct list of all descried slaves being kept in the office of 
police will be necessary, the better to enable the magistrates to carry this Act into 
execution; be it tliercfore enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'I hat the ownc'rs, pro- 
prietors or persons having the management of any slave or slaves who shall desert, 
shall within fourteen days after the desertion of any such slave or slaves, repair to the 
office of police, and there notify the same in writing to the magistrates, with the 
time of the desertion, the name, age, and description of any such slave or slaves; 
and in like manner within two days after the return or apprehending of any such 
slave or slaves, to notify the san»e; and in default thereof, to forfeit for every such’ 
neglect, twenty pounds, to bo recovered in any court of record in these Islands, with 
full costs of suit, to be applied in aid of the expences of this government. 

loth. And be it further enacted. That if the magistrates aforesaid, or any other 
person or persons employed by them, shall be sued or prosecuted for any thing done 
in pursuance of this Act, he or they may plead the general issue, and give the s[)ccial 
matter iii evidence, and be entitled to receive double costs on the event of a verdict 
against the plaintilf or plaintilVs. 

11th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall 
continue and be in force from and after the passing thereof, for and during the Ician 
of two years, and from tlicncc to the end of tlie tlicii next session of the general 
assembly. 

An ACT to further continue an Act, intituled, “ An Act to bring into one 
Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further protec- 
tion and security; for altering the mode of trial of Slaves charged with 
capital offences; for suspending the several acts and clauses of acts therein 
mentioned, and for other purposes.” [1802.] 

WHEllEAS an Act, intituled, “ An Act to continue and bring into one act the 
.several laws relating to slaves, and for giving them further protection and security; 
for altering the mode of trial of slaves charged with capital offences; for suspending, 
the several acts and clauses of acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes,”- 
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will shortly expire; and whereas the s&id act has been found beneficial, and it is BAHAMAS. 
expedient that the same, should be further continued; May it please your Majesty, That ' ^ 
it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his Excellency John Halkett, esquire, your 
Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council 'and assenably of your 
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of 
the same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall 
continue and be in force from and after the passing of this act, and during the term 
of seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. * 

AN ACT to continue an Act for the more etTectually to prevent the desertion 
of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned. [29 December i§02.] ' 

. I 

"WHEREAS an Act, made and passed in the forty-first year of your Majesty’s Preamble, 

reign, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of slaves, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” will shortly expire; and whereas it is 
highly necessary and expedient that the said Act, and every clause matter and thing 
therein contained, should be further continued; May it therefore please your 
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett 
esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly 
of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the 
authority of the same. That the said Act, and every clause matter and thing thereiri' aforesaid Act 

contained, be further continued in full force from and after the expiration thereof, continued ten 
for and during the term of ten years, and until the end of the next session of the y«ars. 
general assembly. ; 

AN ACT to continue in force an Act to prohibit the purchasing, selling; 
hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein exceptetl, 
and for othhr purposes therein mentioned. [31 December 1803.] 

WHERE.AS the above recited Act will shortly expire; and whereas the provisions Prciunbl(s 
thereof have been found of general utility; May it therefore please your ]\lajesty, 
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by liis excellency John Halkett esquire, 
your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your 
Alajesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That continued for 

the said Act, and every matter and clause thereof, therein contained, is hereby declared 
to be in full force and effect from and after the passing of this Act, for and during the 
term of five years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. 

AN ACT for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to the Freedom 
of Negroes, and-other Persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts 
therein mentioned. [14 January 1805.] 

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arisen from the mode of trying questions Proamidr. 
relative to the freedom of negroes and other persons of colour, as established in and 
by an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An 
Act for explaining and amending an Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of His 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for governing negroes, mulattoes, mustces and 
Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein-mentioned;” May it therefore 
please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency 
Charles Cameron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor in chietj 
the council and the assembly of your Majesty’s said Islands, and it is liereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same. That the aforesaid first-mentioned Certain Acts 
Act, and all and every other Act and Acts, or clauses of Acts of the general suspended, 

assembly, so far forth as the same do relate to the trial of questions concerning the 
freedom of negroes or other persons of colour, be suspended; and the same are 
hereby accordingly suspended, during the continuance of this Act. 

2(1. And be it enacted. That from and after the passing of this Act, all questions Claims to freedom 

relating to the freedom or slavery of negroes or other persons of colour, shall be "'•b' 
tried and determined in His Majesty’s general court of tliese Islands, and not else- 
tvliere, any law usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.. 
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