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will shortly expire; and whereas the s&id act has been found beneficial, and it is BAHAMAS. 
expedient that the same, should be further continued; May it please your Majesty, That ' ^ 
it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his Excellency John Halkett, esquire, your 
Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council 'and assenably of your 
Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of 
the same, That the said Act, and every matter clause and thing therein contained, shall 
continue and be in force from and after the passing of this act, and during the term 
of seven years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. * 

AN ACT to continue an Act for the more etTectually to prevent the desertion 
of Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned. [29 December i§02.] ' 

. I 

"WHEREAS an Act, made and passed in the forty-first year of your Majesty’s Preamble, 

reign, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectually to prevent the desertion of slaves, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned,” will shortly expire; and whereas it is 
highly necessary and expedient that the said Act, and every clause matter and thing 
therein contained, should be further continued; May it therefore please your 
Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency John Halkett 
esquire, your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly 
of your Majesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the 
authority of the same. That the said Act, and every clause matter and thing thereiri' aforesaid Act 

contained, be further continued in full force from and after the expiration thereof, continued ten 
for and during the term of ten years, and until the end of the next session of the y«ars. 
general assembly. ; 

AN ACT to continue in force an Act to prohibit the purchasing, selling; 
hiring or employing of certain Foreign Slaves, except as therein exceptetl, 
and for othhr purposes therein mentioned. [31 December 1803.] 

WHERE.AS the above recited Act will shortly expire; and whereas the provisions Prciunbl(s 
thereof have been found of general utility; May it therefore please your ]\lajesty, 
that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by liis excellency John Halkett esquire, 
your Majesty’s governor and commander in chief, the council and assembly of your 
Alajesty’s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That continued for 

the said Act, and every matter and clause thereof, therein contained, is hereby declared 
to be in full force and effect from and after the passing of this Act, for and during the 
term of five years, and from thence to the end of the then next session of the general 
assembly. 

AN ACT for fixing the mode of trying Questions relative to the Freedom 
of Negroes, and-other Persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts 
therein mentioned. [14 January 1805.] 

WHEREAS many inconveniences have arisen from the mode of trying questions Proamidr. 
relative to the freedom of negroes and other persons of colour, as established in and 
by an Act passed in the twenty-eighth year of His Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An 
Act for explaining and amending an Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of His 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘ An Act for governing negroes, mulattoes, mustces and 
Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein-mentioned;” May it therefore 
please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his excellency 
Charles Cameron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor in chietj 
the council and the assembly of your Majesty’s said Islands, and it is liereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of the same. That the aforesaid first-mentioned Certain Acts 
Act, and all and every other Act and Acts, or clauses of Acts of the general suspended, 

assembly, so far forth as the same do relate to the trial of questions concerning the 
freedom of negroes or other persons of colour, be suspended; and the same are 
hereby accordingly suspended, during the continuance of this Act. 

2(1. And be it enacted. That from and after the passing of this Act, all questions Claims to freedom 

relating to the freedom or slavery of negroes or other persons of colour, shall be "'•b' 
tried and determined in His Majesty’s general court of tliese Islands, and not else- 
tvliere, any law usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.. 

226. H 3d. And 
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COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO 

V .BAHAMAS. enacted, That inall cases in which application shall be made to the 
X:"'.' genei al court, or in time of vacation to any of the judges of the general court, or 
Itcguiations for Island, to any, two me^istrates of the same, where there are four, and 
such trial, if less than four, to any one magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence of any 

three or more freeholders, for and in behalf of any negro or other person of colour, 
pretending to or claiming freedom, s^nd praying that his or her claim may be inquired 
into, it shall and niay be lawful for the court or judge, magistrates or magistrate, 
and freeholders aforesaid, as the case may be, to direct the person so claiming his 

■her or their freedom, to state the grounds upon which he she or they so claim; and 
•if sulTicient grounds shall appear in support of the claim or claims to freedom, theii 
and in such case to appoint some fit person to be guardian of such negro or other 
person of colour, for the purpose of prosecuting a suit, in the nature of an action 
of ravishment of ward, hoinine replegiando, or other fit action, to try his dr her 
claim to freedom; in which suit the plaintiff shall be admitted to spe in forma 
pauperis; and the judgment therein given shall be binding against all and every 
person and persons who shall be a party or parties to the same. 

How ii claimaiit be 4th. And be it furtlicr enacted, That in case any claim to freedotn shall arise on 
on an> out s> IUK. Island, and be supported on sufficient grounds as aforesaid, it shall and mav 

be lawful for the said magistrates or magistrate, with the assistance and concurrence 
of three or more freeholders, to oblige the owner or person so holding the said 
negro or other person of colour in bondage, cither to resign all right to the person 

, so claiming his her or their freedom, or to enter into sufficient security for the 
sending such person or persons to the general court at Nassau for trial, within six 
peeks after such examination, a copy of the proceedings of which either the 
-plaintift' or defendant may demand, upon payment of a reasonable charge for the 
same; and in case of any neglect on the part of the judge, magistrates or magistrate 
«nd frceliolders, by refusing to examine and take cognizance of any such claim to 
freedom, he or they, as the case may be, ^hall for every such neglect be liable to a 
penally of one hundred pounds; one moiety of which shall go to his Majesty, his 
hcii'is and successors, in aid of the support of this government,' and the other moiety 
•to the person suing for tlic saine. 

I low cliiiitwni to 5th. And he it further enacted, That any negro or other person of colour claiming 

vioue tTilie nia!'^* as aforesaid, shall forthwith be coniipitted to the common gaob 
.worhhousc, or other place of safe custody, at the discretion of the court or judge, 
magistrates or tnagistrate, and freeholders, as the egse may he, there to rcnlain'so 
long as the suit slmll be pending: Provided always, that it shall and may he lawfifi 
for the court, or for any pf tlie judges thereof in time of Vacation, or for the 
nuigi.stratcs or jupgislratc, and frecholdcvs, to niake an order for delivering such 
negro or other person of colour to the custody of his or her guardian, or of atiy 
other iudifterent person, taking security in a sulficient recognizance for tlih-appeai- 
unce of such negro or other person of colour, and for the payment of such rca* 
sonable wages as the court may award jn case judgmeiit shall be given for the 
clcfemlant, and that the court or judge, magistrates or magistrate, and freeholders, 
may from time to time make such further order or orders respecting the safe cus- 
tody of any such negro or other person of colour, claiiiiing his or her freedom as 
aforesaid, or respecting his or her labour, wages, support or maintenance, as rhay 
be for the benefit of tlie party in whose favour judgment may eventually he given j 
and tliat any person or persons disobeying any such order, shall and may be pro-: 
cceded against and punished as for a contempt. 

(ill). And be it further enacted, That in any siich action as aforesaid, the plains 
tin"s title of freedom only shall l)e insisted on, and nominal damages only shall 
be awarded : Provided always, that it shalj and may be lawful for anv negro or 
other person of colour, in vyhose favour judgnicpt shall have been given m any such 
action, forthwith to have and uitiintain another suit, and recover reasonable wages 
or damages, upon a qugntum ipcruit for work, labour and service by liiin or her 
done and performed lor the defendant or defendants, for such time only as it shall 
appear that the said negro or other person of colour had made known his her oy 
their claim or title to freedom, to such defendant or defendants so holding them in 

Question ot' iVce- 
tioin only to bo 
tried. 
Proviso; but 
Riiotlier action 
may afterwards be 
mainUiinud for 
wages. 

bondage. 

Br rnicr decisions 
not to be over- 
hauled. 

7th. And be it further enacted,,That this Act shall not .extend or be construed tp 
.extend to cpahle the said coiirt ,to take cognizance pf the claitn or claiins of any 
negro or otlicr persons of colour, who shall at any ttme heretofore hftvc heeh 

■ declared 
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'THIS XRE.AT^IENT OF SLAVES; ' 

^ecle^red and adjudged a slave by any other court, lawfully coustituted, and having BA.lfAl^^S.: 
eonjpetent jurisdiction on the subject matter. 

8th. And be it enacted, That this Act shall continue and be in force for and Continuance of thi?' 
during the term of three years from and after the passing thereof, and from theitce Act. 

to the end of the then next session of the general assembly. 

'g-Vr-TP—       '    

AN ACT to continue an Act, passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s 
reign, intituled, “ An Act for tryipg Questions relative to the Freedom of 
Kegrocs and other persons of Colour, and for suspending certain Acts 
therein mentioned.” [29th February, 1808.] 

WHEREAS an Act passed in the forty-fifth year of His Majesty’s reign, Act relative to (he 

intituled, “ An Act for trying questions relative to the freedom of negroes and other Freedom of slaves 

persons of colour, and for suspending certain acts therein mentioned,” is about to continued for BCVCU 

expire; and whereas it is expedient that the same be further continued; May it 
therefore please your Majesty,’ that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by his 
excellency Charles Canicron, esquire, your Majesty’s captain general and governor 
In chietj the council and assembly of the Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same. That the above recited act, and every clause, provision, 
matter and thing therein contained, shall be and the same are hereby continued in 
force, from and after the passing of this act> for and daring the term of seven years, 
and fi’om thence to this end of tlie then ne.xt session of the general assembly. 

AN ACT to prevent persons on Turks Islands from retailing Spirituous 
Liquors without being licensed, from trafiicking with Slaves, and for othey 

, purposes therein mentioned, and to suspend so much qf an Act, intituled, 
an Act to amend an Act made ttpd passed in the forty-fifth year of Hii^ 
ISIajcsty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to prevent persons on the Out Islands 
retailing Spirituous Liquors without being licensed, from trafficking with 
Slaves, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” as extends to Turks 
Islands aforesaid. [31st Deceipber 1808.] 

WHEREAS the population of Turks Islands hath of latp years considerahly 
increased, and it bath been (lectned necessary tlpit certain regulations and rules should 
be adopted, .relative to the retailers of s^iritgous liquors, apd that such persons 
should contribute towards the support of this government; We, your Majesty’s 
duliful and loyal subjects, the assembly of the Bahama Islands,, do most humbly 
beseech your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his honor William 
'N^esey ^lunnings esqtfire, president and commander in chief in and over the said 
Bahama Islands, the council and assembly of the same, and it is hereby enacted aud. 
ordained by the anthority of the same, That froni and after the expiration of three 
hiontfis after the passing of this A^t, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons 
whomsoever, on Turks Islands aforesaid, either by himself herself or themselves, or 
by any penson or persons whomsoever to be employed for hiai her or them, or his 
her or llicir benefit, to rgtail any runn pupchi or any otfigr mixture of distilled spi- 
rituous liquors or other liquors, without taking out a licence for that purpose, which 
licence shall be issued under the hand and seal of the governor or commander in 
chief for the time being, on a certificate been produeed, under tfie hands of five resi- 
dent justices of the peace, that the person applying for such licence is duly qualified 
and fit to he trusted with such licence; and upon receiving a certificate froin the 
deputy receiver general and treasurer of the said Islands, that the sum of ten pounds 
liath been duly paid for such licence, and upon payment of the usual fees established 
by law, which sum shall be remitted and paid into the public tVeasury of these Islands, 
for and towards the support of the government thereof, whieh licence shajl be gootj 
end i{i force for and .during tbe t.erm of one. yeay from the date tlicrcof, and no 
longer. 

Preamble* 

No persons on 
'I'urks Ishinds to 
retail spirituous 
li<jtior.s without 
license. 

Liconse.s how to be 
obt.iinod. 

2d. Atid be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Tliat no person or 
■persons to whom such licence or licences as aforesaid shall be granted, shajl sell or 
•tlispose of any rum or mixture of rum, or other distilled spirituous, liquors, or other 
diquors, bef(n:e six o'clock in the morning, or-alter eight.o'clo.ck in the evening, uodev 
a penalty of five pounds for every, ofiencc. . 

.V 220.^ 3d. And 

No spirituous 
bquors to be 
retailed before, six 
o’ciocH in tlie 
morning, nor after 
eight o’clock in (lie 
cvenin«. 
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