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" An Act for the more effectual Punishment of those Persons 
who shall attempt to commit the Crime of Arson. •no 1 

January 28th, 1824, 

WHEREAS attempts have lately been made, by evil disposed person or Preamble. 
pefs(®s; to set fire to different houses in the town of Nassau, (in which 
town the houses are generally built of wood) and whereas it is necessary 
for the safety of the lives and property of the inhabitants of these islands, 
tliaf so unlawful and atrocious an attempt should be made a capital offence : ed br b'3 

Miiy it please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it therefore 
erifcrad by his Excellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your 
Majesty's forces, Captain-general and Governor in chief, the Council and 
Assembly of the Bahama Islands, that from and after the passing of this The attempt to eom-

AcCif any person or persons shall wilfully and maliciously attempt to set"(jj JeciareTfeiony" 
M tot, with intent to burn and destroy any house, store, shop, kitchen, without clergy, 
warehouse, or other out-building, being in the possession of any other per-
sbh'dr persons, although no part of such house, store, shop, kitchen, ware
house or other out-building shall take fire, or be actually burnt, every per-
soifso:offending shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of felony without 
:iic benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accordingly. 

yiwliw/a , n t / H A  „i • • J.,M.','tb a '.-v; r'.r,"-::! 
Milloio ,Y«ol:/l wolod fiWOHArmcrfMuti hua somho lie 'omftn&iob bns teod of 
ilaiilw of baa to ov»0 |t57s> 'baiiMunoa siavooejtsfty aooadiio 

New Providence, Bahamas, 6th February, 1827. 
Mv LORD, 

REFERRING to my despatch to your Lordship dated 8th January 
last, I have now the honour to enclose for your Lordship's information, a 
copy of the Report made to me by the Attorney General and Solicitor 
General - on the eight several Bills for the melioration of the condition 
of Slaves, brought before the House of Assembly of these Islands in 
lastSessionujg 'in loeaoSRoq to. <t»Hwe .tolaem sift biaq sd ot ,8ghillitia 
srfj vol lulwfif od Vjjfit hup And I have the honour to be, &c.it® 
to iltiw im (Signed) W. VESEY MUNNING$.«4 
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G„ .e.og'mrb Jbfle 
-nut on iue -ulf yd'bojasno todivm Ji oil bnA™ pi &***& 
slfitisigfiffl yn» yd ion% o; bofii-iwu. -.idy u s  n o  JUuk oysfe nv-ire.s 
ibilB of j«d '• OBUOliAlQW ft Oil Hiiifg 31 odt OtOffw fi 3(j sviWM PI siiiorfll 

Sir, ( Nassau, 19th January, 1827. 
1^4 the honour to receive a letter addressed to us by your 

Honour on the 23rd of August last, accompanied by a copy of Earl 
Eatliurst's despatch (and its enclosures) of the 21st May, 1826, and in 
obedience to his Lordship's commands having prepared and submitted to 
your Honour, for your Honour's consideration, the drafts of as many Bills as 
appeared to us best adapted for giving full and complete effect to the , 
wislies of his Majesty's government, as explained in the drafts so trans-
nij'ed to us, we have only now to add, that, with the exception of those 
enactments in the Slave Melioration Act of 1824 which relate to the 
marriages of Slaves and the separation of families, we have deemed it 
advisable not to attempt at present a consolidation of any other of the 
existing laws of the colony, or any part or parts of them, with the projected 
Bills, aiid that a suspending clause was added by us to each of them, in order 
that their several and respective enactments might come into immediate 
and simultaneous operation, so soon as his Majesty should have been 
pleased to appoint a protector and guardian of Slaves for the colony, an 
oficer to whom they all have reference. 
u • r+ * 4* r - > - We have, &c., 
,!:i/ " (Signed) WILLIAM MARTIN. 
fcr ™ J. B. WYLLY. 
ft tionalir the President, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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