Duration of the Act
until 2sth Jan. 1829,
and from thence, &c.
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or which may in any manner be construed to contravene the sime; cifh
wholly or in part, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, suspended for
and during the continuance of this Act. il

57.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; that thisAct
shall be and continue in force from and after the passing thereof until the
twenty-eighth day of January, which will be in the year of our Lodon
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and from thence to the end of the
then next session of General Assembly, and no longer.

Passed the House of Assembly, Passed the Legislative Council,-
15th December, 1826, 19th December, 1826, /
L: KERR, Speaker. P. BROWN, President,

Assented to the 22d day of December, 1826, i i
WM. VESEY MUNNINGS.

A, B.
V. Trespass on the case.
G: D.

General Court, Hilary, Tth Geo. IV,

THE above-named plaintiff, A. B., being duly sworn, saith that the fil
lowing Slaves, the alleged property of E. F., of the Island of ‘Elenther,

~ planter, as this deponent is advised and believes, are material witnesseson
~ this deponent’s behalf in the above cause, namely, G. H. place of abode,

. Preamble,

lent to give evidence, on any account whatsoever.

governor’s harbour at Elenthera aforesaid, colour black, sex male; and
about thirty years of age ; also J. K., same place of abode, same colou,
same sex, and about twenty-eight years of age ; and also L. M., same place
of abode, a Mulatto, sex female, and about twenty-two years of age ; asthe
said three several Slaves are registered in the office of the clerk of iie

crown of these islands, as being competent to give evidence in the seyenl
courts of the same, in pursuance of the act of Assembly in that case made

and proved ; and the deponent on his said oath further saith, that he dofh

not require the evidence of more than two of the said Slaves, to any one

point at issue, in the above cause, or the evidence of any one of them, to
any point, matter, or thing, concerning which the said Slaves, or ay of
them, as this deponent is advised and verily believes are legally incompe-

(Signed) A.Bi

Sworn to this | day of A

A. D., 1826. '

Before me, i

(Signed) N. P., Prothonotary,
A true copy froom the original Act,

(Signed) J. NESBITT, Secretary.

““An Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the sever
Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection
and Security, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of
Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

(January 28th; 1824

~ WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which from time to time hae
_ been enacted for the government of Slaves should be amended, consolidated,
~and brought into one Act, and other provisions made for their protection

-and the promoting of their moral and religious instruction, and by means

‘thereof, their generai comfort and happiness, so far as is consistent, with die

order and subordination, and the well being of this colony: Ma ittﬁeie-

- fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his
~ Lixcellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your Majesty's Forces,
- Captain-general, and Governor-in-Chief, the Council and Assembly.of

your Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this. Act, all

~_and every the hereinafter-mentioned laws and clauses, and paits of Jays,



-

BAHAMAS. 181

s far forth as the same do relate to Negro or other Slaves, be, and the TLawssospended
same'are hereby suspended for and during the continuance of this, Act; any- '

thing in the said laws or clauses of laws, or in any other law to the. con- z

trary notwithstanding, that is to say, an Act passed in the seventh year of ',/ .

the reign’ of ‘'his late Majesty King George the Third, entitled ' .An Acs
forgoverning Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians ;” also one other Act, passed
in‘the eighth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled ¢ An Act for
suspending a Clause in an Act entitled, ¢ An Act for governing Negroes,
Mulittoes and Indians, and for amending the said Act;’ > also one other
Act, passed in the twentieth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled
“AnAct for suspending Parts of certain Clauses, and amending other Clauses
inan Act, entitled an Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes and Indians ;”
also one other Act, passed in the year last aforesaid, entitled ‘“ An Act for
governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees, and Indians, and for suspending
several Acts therein mentioned ;” also one other Act, passed in the same
year last aforesaid, entitled “ An Act to amend a Clause in an Act passed
in the seventh year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled < An Act for
governing Negroes; Mulattoes and Indians ;' also one other Act passed in
the twenty-fourth year of his said late Majesty’s reign, entitled <°An Act
for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees and Indians, and for suspending
several Acts therein mentioned,” save and except the first section of this
said Act, as printed in the printed copy of the Acts of assembly, being the
second section of the same Act in the original manuscript thereof ; also all
and every Act and Acts, clause and clauses of Acts, respecting the goy€rn-
ingof Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees and Indians, which in and by the said
lst-recited Act are or were thereby suspended during the continuance of
the said ‘Act ; also one other Act, passed in the thirty-seventh year of his
wid late Majesty’s reign, entitled *“ An Act to consolidate and bring into
one Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giying them further
Protection and Security ; for altering the Mode of Trial of Slayes charged
vith capital Offcnces ; for suspending the several Acts and Clauses of, Acts

2

therein ' mentioned, and for other Purposes.’

19-And whereas itis due to good policy, as well as to. humanity and Allowance of provisi-
ATV ; e § : ons, clothing,  and
'justice, that the condition of Slaves should be rendered as comfortable:as 1aud to Slaves.
possible, by supplying them with good, wholesome and suflicient. pros
yisions, with proper clothing and other necessaries, and it is expedient
flat" the same should be regulated by law: Be it enacted that the
master; owner, or possessor of every plantation, pen, or other lands what-
soever within these islands, shall provide and give to every Slave above
the age of ten years, at and after the rate of one peck of unground Indian
of Guinea corn, or twenty-one pints of wheat flour, or seven quarts of rice,
or fifty-six pounds of potatoes .cocoas or yams, per week, over and above a
sufficient quantity of land, as and for the proper ground of every such Slave,
and one-half of the aforesaid allowance to each child below the aforesaid
age of ten years. | 7 oo :
3.~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no master, Manumission of old
‘owner, or possessor of any Slave, whether in his or her own right, or as ;;;g{;"';;’g‘g;:: oy §
altoriey, guardian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall manumit, discard, and provision to be
. . made for such old or
of turn away, any such Slave, by reason of such Slave being rendered infiim Slave by the
incapable of labour by sickness, age, or infirmity ; and all such manumissions ovner, under certain
slall be void *; and every master, owner, or possessor, shall be, and he is N3 ik a it
liérehy obliged to keep every such sick, infirm, disabled, or superannuated of 7tiGeo.1V. section
Slave on his estate or premises, and to find and provide such Slave with i’,,‘{;‘;f;‘;‘,’;f,ﬁ',ﬁl‘,f:;;;‘,g;
fholesome necessaries of life, and not to suffer any such Slave to be in;want the manumittor con.-
an o Lo S Eh 5 ; tinuing liable for the
thereof, or to wander about and become burdensome to others, under, the maintenance of the
‘penalty of ten pounds for every offence, to be recovered in a summary manumitied person,
ianner before any two justices of the peace ; who are hereby authorized
and required to cause any master, owner, or possessor offending inthe
premises, ‘ot his, her, or their-agent, or attorney, and such persons as they
*&shallijudgc_ necessary, to be sunmmoned before them, to enable them to-
Hudge of the justice of such charge, and to determine whether sugh master,
“owner, or possessot ought to incur the aforesaid penalty ; and in the mean

fitie, and until such trial can be had, the said justices of the peace, on
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~.5?=‘4"'~', “fes e their view, oron the information of any white person on oath, are']ie'reb‘y
ide i o required to take up any such wandering, sick, aged or infirm Slave, and o
©¢ ' lodge him or her in the nearest workhouse, or other place of security, there

to be clothed and fed, but not compelled to work, at the expense of sich

Inaster, owner, or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had; and

if it shall appear to the said justice upon such trial, that the party ot

parties complained of is or are guilty of the offence alleged, and he, she,

orthey shall refuse to pay- the said penalty, together with the workhouse

fees and charges of ‘conviction, the said Justices are hereby authorized and

required to commit such offender or offenders to the next common gaol, there

to remain without bail ormainprize until he; she, o they shall pay the sdme,

Vestrics empowerad | 4.—And. whereas, by reason of deaths or removals of proprietors’ of
inhabitants for 1he Slaves;or.of Slaves having heretofore been manumitted without any suitable
support of infirm Ne- provision being made for their maintenance, and from other causes, Somg
e such Slaves or manumitted persons rendered unable {o labour by disease,
old age, or other means, have become 'burdensomeé to the inhabitants : for

remedy whereof, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatit
shall and may be lawful for the vestries of the several parishes and islands,
once inevery year, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants, in the same manner

as the parochial taxes are usually laid, for the purpose of raising such st

. .as they shall judge necessary for the maintenance, clothing, medical care
. .and attendance of all such Negro, Mulatto or other Slaves or other such
~ manumitted persons ; any two justices of thejpeace are hereby authorized
and required upon application being made to them, to order all'such Slaves

or other persons as aforesaid, to be removed and conveyed to the workhouse

of the parish where (if a Slave) the former owner or owners, proprietor or
proprietors lived or resided, or (if a person of colour made free) where the
person or persons who manumitted or set free such person of colour resided
hefore his or her manumission, there to be lodged and taken care of. And

., the justices of the peace and vestries of the several islands and parishes
~w.-are hereby authorized and required, from time to time, to' 'make stich
. Yegulations. for the purposes aforesaid, asto them shall seem necessary

| ~and expedient,ii. 0 o et
*g}‘Aﬁgtﬁlf‘?‘gsfr}g‘;ﬂg; 5.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all and"
duty or taxon thema- €very Act and Acts, clause and clauses thereof, whereby any tax or duty
suspended, > whatever, -is or hath been imposed on the manumission’ of any “Slave or
PRSI Slaves within: these, islands; shall be, and the same hereby ‘are (so faras
rclates to the. imposition of any such tax' or duty), suspended for and

Proviso— * during the continuance of this Act: Provided always ‘that nothing herein
contained shall extend or be construéd to extend to ‘prevent the public

secretary or register of records of 'the colony, or any his lawful deputy or

deputies, from asking, demanding, and receiving from the person or persons

liable to pay the same, any his lawful fee or fees for the recording of any

manumission or manumissions, or otherwise giving legal effect hereunto,

Slaves being husband ~ 6,— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and the
gﬁ‘ig;‘}J&;&ﬁ:,}:ﬁ passing of this Act,at no sale or transfer of Slaves hereafter to be made,
their: child or reputed Whether by private contract or public sale, or under or by virtue of any mort.
;g';';{;;g’;‘gf,.; 0'}':;'2‘; gage, execution for debt, or otherlegal processwhatsoever, or otherwise how.
and :belonging to the soever, shall the husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife and child
e sold sepaately] or OF reputed child of such husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife, (the'
otherwise than in one sajd. husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife, and the said child ot

entire lot, : . . ‘
By the 35d section of Teputed child of ‘such husband and wife, or of such reputed husband ‘and
ﬂg'?iﬂt‘h‘% Slave Act wife, or of either of them, being the property of the same owner or oWliers,
sales, bequests, con- and the said child being below the age of fourteen years,) be sold or trans-’

veyances, &e., for ¢ : g : T - . : [
separating  families 10X1€d, the one without the other, or otherwise than in one entire lot, ai

contrary to the pro- In.one and the same lot, and to one and to the same person or persons ; nor
visions of this Act,

shall be null and void. SD2ll any executor or other person taking upon himself the bhurden ofl
execution of -any last will, assent to any specific legacy of a Slave, or
deliver to any legatee or legatees, any Slave or Slaves to him, her, or them,’
No_executor or ad- by the testator or testatrix of such executor or administrator, specifically’

ministrator to assent

to any legacy made PEQUeathed in any case wherein the effect of any such assent or delivery
Hoimy will separating would be. to separate or.cause to be separated from each other the husband’
<bild, but theinterest 21 Wife, or reputed hushand and wife, or separate or cause to be
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separated any child under the age of fourteen years from his or her parents ofany such legatee to
qr_,pgputed_ parents, or either of them, contrary to the true intent and Soot in the proper
meaning of this Act; but such executor or administrator in every stch case, nett proceeds of the
affer such inventory and appraisement of -the goods and chattels of his or ek Rt i
her testator or. testatrix made, had, and returned, as by law is required, child may belong.
shall sell or dispose of every such husband and wife, or reputed husband

and wife, and every such child or reputed child, and his or her parents or

reputed parents, or either-of them, in one separate and entire lot, and in

one and the samé lot, and to the same person or: persons:; and all claim,

ght, title, interest, or demand whatever, (either in law or equity) which

any such, legatee orlegatees, without the provisions of this Act might or

would have had or claimed. in, to, or against any such Slave so bequeathed
""a’l‘qrg_s!aid, by any such testator or testatrix, and afterwards so sold and
zig osed of by any such executor or administrator, shall thenceforward
and for ever thereafter be transferred to, and exist in the nett proceeds of
the ot in which the Slave to such legatee as aforesaid bequeathed, shall

hgye heen included and sold, and shall be rated or proportioned 'in

anount according to the rate, or proportion which the sum at which such

Slave shall have been appraised shall bear comparatively in relation to the

seyeral sum and sums at which other the Slave or Slaves in the same lot

included shall have been also appraised. '

T—And be it further enacted. by the authority aforesaid, that if any penalty on persons
peIson. or persons, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, nEKiE e Shen
sﬁaﬁlﬁl wilfully. and knowingly make or cause to be made any transfer or sale senting to such legas
of anysuch Slave or Slaves, or if any executor or other such administrator

of any. last will shall assent to.the specific legacy of any such Slave, or

shall deliver or cause to be delivered to any such legatee or legatees, the

Slave or Slaves.to. him, her, or them so as aforesaid bequeathed, every person

o offending shall for. every such offence forfeit and pay the sum'of one

hujdred. pounds, to be recovered and applied in manner hereinatter

povided: . Proyided always, that nothing herein containéd, shall ‘extend Not to. affkot posts
orbe construed to, extend, to affect any mortgage or morigages of Slaves, S e o
dily made and executed; previous: to the. passing of ‘this Act, and which 1s24.

dhall have been duly recorded or registered in the public office in Nassau,

o or before: the first, day. of July, one thousand eight hundred'and twenty-

EI-—And he it, further, enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every Amual clotiing of a
master or owner. shall provide and give 'to: every Slave in' his or her pos. bk
session, twoysuits. of proper and:sufficient clothing in‘the course of every
year, under the penalty. of fifty. pounds for-each offence.” ' ‘
" B—And be it-further enacted by theauthority aforesaid, that all masters siaves to be instruct-
ad owners; or.in their,absence their overseers, shall, as'much as in them ¢, seiendtd i o
lies, endeayour, to, instruct their;Slaves in the Christian religion, and shall bap%ism.

o, their endeavour. to fit: them «for baptism, -and as soon as conveniently

my be, shall .cause to be baptized:all suchSlaves as they can make

sensible of a Deity, and-of the Christian faith. ZTEH.

10.—And, whereas, nothing would -tend more effectually to promote the This and the 11h.
moral, and religious . improvement of':Slaves, or contribute more to their i gl R

mgj‘l';&l society, helps -and: .comfort, than to encourage (so far as may be pended by 26th see.
o ‘ 4 tion of the amended

possible, and under: such. restrictions only as their state of present intel: cousolidated Slave
lectual advancement, the religious establishment of the:colony, and a due Act of 7th Geo, 1V.
g o' the. rights. of private ‘property may require,) marriages between b T
Sayes, and. between -Slaves and free people: « Be'it further enacted by Encouragement o
the authority,aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Act, it shall ;PI"’?9E°’ A o4 by
i . % : 4 i 3 - Slaves, and between -
ud may. be lawful to and for the several rectors or incumbents of parishes siaves and fice peo
within this. colony,, each; in ‘his respective parish church or chapel, or for?e =

uy other-minister. of the established church, in any such church or chapel,

by aad, with the permission of the rector or incumbent (or'if there be no

sich rector, or incumbent there resident, then of the churchwardens) of the

mtish o, which such  chureh or: chapel may belong, or in parishes, or on

Wwds;being parts of parishes whereon there shall be no such church or

thapel, then for.any -such rector or incumbent or other such minister as B
oresaid, (in any private dwelling %uge situate,) upon every Sunday,and -

i
w
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o rhetween ‘thie hours o feight-and twelve in the for

1

enoon of every such day,
and without: the publication: of banns, or asking in church, or any. dis.

pensation, license of marriage, or other faculty or license  whatever, suve
as hereinafter is required, and whether the parties then and there to be

married, or-either of them shall dwell within the parish to which such.

church or chapel may belong, or within which such’ private dwelling s

situate, or not, marriages between Slaves, and between Slaves and free
people, who are not within the degrees of consanguinity prohibited; by
God’s law, nor labouring under the 'legal disabilities of a prior marriage;
or want of reason, and who profess the Christian religion, on production o
such rector or incumbent or other such minister, of the consent in writing,
of the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves respectively, in that behalf
first had, and to such rector or incumbent or other such minister, ads
dressed: Provided always, that no such rector or incumbent, or other
minister as aforesaid, shall celebrate or proceed to celebrate any. such
marriage, unless the persons to be married shall fourteen days at least,
before the celebration of such marriage, respectively deliver or cause tobe
delivered to such rector or incumbent, or other minister as aforesaid, a
notice or memorandum in writing of the Christian name or names of every
such person being a Slave, and the Christian name or names; and surname,
-or name by reputation, of every such person being free, together with tlie
name or names, and place or places of abode of the owner or owners of
every such Slave respectively. o it i
Suspended (secobser- - :11.=—And whereas many of the parishes into which this colony has been
o of s ety < divided by law, are without incambents, and in many cases it hath been
, - found expedient that islands and quays, separate and apart from, each
other, should be formed and united into one parish : ' And whereas it s
necessary to.provide for the celebration of such marriagds in guch, of the
said parishes whereof there shall be no such incumbent, and in such islands
orquays, being parts of parishes, whereon no such rector or incumbent shall
Where there is na re- be actually, resident s Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
e parish, that from and after the passing' of this Act, the power of solemnizing sih
}‘;ﬂ!;‘:;‘ffi’,;“;:”jﬁfﬁ; marriages'as aforesaid, which herein and hereby. is. given to. the severd
of the peace. rectors or incumberits; or dther ministers jas aforesaid, shall and lawfully
may,under the  like rules, regulations; and restrictions, hereinbefore aud
hereinafter set forth and specitied, be exercised by any justice of the peace;
~orminister of the established chureh; in any such parish -whereof there
now is, orhereafter shall or may be, no rector or incumbent as aforesaid, ot
on any island or'quay (being part of any parish) whereon no such rectoror
incumbent shall be actually resident. |

Registet of such mar- | 12,~—~Andin order to preserve thé evidenc
riages to be kept.

e of all such marriages, and
to'make the proof thereof more certain and ecasy, and: to prevent the forg
ing‘or counterfeiting of any such consent: Be it further enacted by thoa
thority aforesaid, that from and after - the passing of this Act, all-sucli mar
Tiages ‘as aforesaid; shall be had and solemnized in the presence of .one e
dible free witness or-more; besides:the minister or other persons as alore:
said who shall celebrate the same ;; and; that the minister, ot in case . there
be no minister there resident; the churchwardens of the paxish,, within
which any 'such marriage shall have been so. celebrated, shall, upon apph-
cation made to him or them by the parties so married, or either of them,hi,
her, or their owner or owners respectively, register, or cause to he registered,
the said marriage in the common register book of christenings, matriages
and burials belonging to such parish respectively, in like mannerand fom
‘as heretofore hathi been customary with regard to any other marriages,
under the penalty of five pounds for every default: Provided also, that,in
every such ‘entry or register there shall be expressed the date of the coi-
ssent underowhich such marriage was celebrated, and the name or ames,
place or places of abode, of the parties married;, and of his, her, or their
owner or.owners respectively., _ oY 5] I %6 goliin
Al such marriages 13.-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all m-
e 3 o, 92 riages o had and solemnized as aforesaid, by any such, rector of fneun-
after publication. oftbent; minister or justice of the peace, underand by, virtue of any such gon-

gt Or By VIThE sentlas aforesaid; shall bejandthe same are hiereby declared to be,good
ordinary,

Suspended, (vide as
above.)

~
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wlid; and binding tooall intents and purposes in ‘the Jaw whatsoever, Stspended. fsee ob-
p ol . A 4 F [l servation on 10th sec-
(saving always the just right of ownership, which in no:case whatever shall tion o this Act.
~ beinvanywise hurt, prejudiced, straightened or otherwise affected thereby;)
asthough the same had been solemnized after publication of banns, or by
virtue of any dispensation, faculty or other license whatsoever,  of any
ordinary, judge, or other person whomsoever, having authority to grant the
sie ; and the isswe procreate of all ‘such marriages, shall be deemed legi-
timate s Provided however that the marital powerand authority to be ‘thus
acguited by the husband over the wife, 'shall in no such case as aforesaid,
impugn, diminish or. interfere with the rights or authority of the owner or
owners'in) 'to, and over' his, or her, or their Slave or Slaves, or the issue of
such Slave or ' Slaves, ot “the daty and services of such Slave or Slaves, in
any manner whatsoever. - [ dedil
14;—And be'it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any mas- Penalty ou mutilating
teh, owner, or other person whatsoever, who shall wilfully mutilate any Slaye, ©* ™*™ns Slaves.
or'cause, permit, or suffer amy Slave to be mutilated with his or her privity
or'consent, ' shall' be' liable to be indicted and ‘prosecuted ‘in the General
Court for 'the - same, and upon ‘convietion shall be punished by fine not
ot exceeding one ‘hundred ' pounds, ‘and imprisonment not exceeding:
twelve ' months. for every offence; ‘and such punishment is declared to be:
vithout "prejudice to any action that could or might be brought by the:
awner or proprietor for ‘recovery of damages for or-on account of the sames:
and in cases where the owner of any such Slave shall be guilty of any such
dffence, it shall and may be lawful for the court, if it'shall ‘deem mnecessary
for the futuré protection 'of such Slave, to declare him or herto be free, and
discharged from all manner of servitude, ‘to allintents and purposes what-
¢vet, ‘And in‘all such cases it shall and ‘may be lawful for the court to order
flie fine'to ‘be paid-to the vestry of the parish to'which such Slave belonged,
to the use'of the said parish, the vestry in consideration thereof paying to
sich Slave'so made free, an annuity of ten pounds! per annum 'during: life.
Aid i ‘cage vany” Slave or ' Slaves shallsuffer “any ''sueh - mutilation as
aliresaid; ‘any justice of the 'peace s 'hereby authorized and required, on
view of the' fact, to'send suchiSlave'to the nearest workhouse; there to:be -
kejt diid carefully-attended, at the expense ‘of the parish,  until ' such time
i there can ' be'a meeting ‘of ‘the justices and vestry of 'such-parish; which
jistices ‘dnd vestry are: hereby ereated & eouncil "of: protection: for such
Slive, ‘and ‘ate authorized and required to make a full inquiry respecting
the mutilation: of “sucliSlave'; ‘and if to' them it shall appear proper; shall
tnse the ‘owner ox ‘owners of suchmutilated;Slave, tobe indieted and pro-
secuted, the expense of which prosecutionshallbe paid by the parish where
sich offerice’shall be committed, v And in‘case thie owneror owners of such
Slave or'Slaves ‘'shall beable to pay the costs and charges of such prosecution,
ie‘churchwardens ‘and’ vestry areé hereby vequired to cominence a suit, or
itsuits against such'owner 'orowners, in whieh they shall reeover all costs
ind ‘charoes’ by them' laid out'and expended in$uchieriminal ‘prosecution
and ‘civil action. **And the! keeperof-the workhouse to-owhichy-any such
Slave shiall have been'committed, is hereby required, upon due notice of the
tieeting of ‘such ' justices and’ vestiy, to' produee ‘suchimutilated  Slave.or
Slives for their ‘inspection, under-thie “penaltyof twenty pounds for every
"T5=And be it further enacted’ by ‘the/-authority aforesaid, that it shall Slavesnotto be muti-
phhbta L. 2t P A PRE W ated by sentence of
nof e lawfal ' for -any court of' justice to pass’any sentence whereby any any court.
“Sive'shall be'directed to be muatilatedror maimed forany offence whatever.
“16~And be it further enacted 'by the authority ‘afovesaid; ‘that if any Persons wilfully kill-
'peison shiall wilfully and with’ malice’ aforethought, kil or cause -to:be jof » S1ave sul of
‘killed, any ‘Negro "or other Slave,'every 'such/‘person /shall be adjudged
“tlilty' ‘of felony’ and murder, and shall’ suffer death/ without'benefit-of
“'Gférgy:'Pf‘ovidcél'alw-ays-tl‘lat no ‘such conviction shall extend to the:cor-
Tption of blood, or the forfeiture of lands and teneéments, goods and chattels,
iy Taw'to the eontrary notwithstanding: ' 1l 31 od ba A+ i
VT andibe it further enacted by ‘the authovityoaforesaid; thatoifany Penalty on persons
erso stiall wantonl y or cruelly whip; maltreat, beat; bruiseé;  wound, im- ‘g;:;:f; Rdou > o
lison, ‘or-keep in ' confinemnent’ without ‘sufficient 'support;  any “Slave: or -
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Slaves, he, she, or they shall be étl'bjcc't'to be indicted for the same in the

General Cowrt; aud shall suffer such punishment by fine or'imprisonment, 6
both, -as-the. court-shall. think: proper to inflict ; -and such punishuienti
declared to be without.prejudice .to- any -action that ‘may -besbrought for
recovery.of-damages;.in case such-Slaye shall not-be the-spropertyofithe
offender.... - ; : Mgy ol . di ot vierinos hasho

Punishmentof Slaves. . 18,—And in.order to vestrain arbitrary punishment; Be'it furtherendeted
by'the authority aforesaid, that no Slave shall, on any account;receive
o wane snee moresthan twenty lashes at any.one time; or forany one offerice; unlessthe
Sec:explaniation-of O"\_Y!'l..m' or.employer. of: such Slave, or su’pervisor."of the workhouse :071"I;éej)crf’sf
e hower byiithe 1)e.gagl.shall: bepresent; and.thatne such owner, employer, supérvisort
tion Slave Act of 7th gagl keeper, shall on any account punish a Slave with more than thirty-ine
oy ::;jf,f:(’,‘:" s, lashes, .at -one .time, and- for-one offence ;. norinflict, ov suffer’ toi%
not to punish without inflicted,.any second punishment on the:same day; noruntil the delinguet
Tibigonsuat of purier; shall haye recovered {rom. the effects of any formet punishments norshal
any female Slave above the age of twelve years be punished otlerise

o et oo wiono thanddnsprivate, under, the penalty of ten peunds-for every: offence./ %
Duty ahd fees of pro- 1 +19.7wAnd whereas it is customary for.owners: tocommit stheir Slaves to
vostmarshal. " the common gaol for slight offences: which aré not; punishable under this
owe wienon Ack Beit therefore, enacted, that:in all ¢ases where any 'owner or possesor
v of aSlaye shall send him or her to: gaol: for any: such ‘trivial  offence, iths
provost marshal or. his.deputy or ;gaoler:shall forthwith: take:and eceiis
such; Slave. into. eustody, -and-him:or. her safely keep until ‘released: by tlig
owner, and shall, receive for his trouble three. shillmgs, - together ‘with'oie
shilling for every day such Slave shall have remained in gaol, providad

i seae oo SUEhESlayeswshall have been maintainéd by thesprovost marshal,
Fixing ivon.collars on « '20,—.And, whereas  a-.mischievous practice ‘hath 'prevailed: in/some
Tt A7 0ol onieg.of punishing i1, dis osedSlaves, and sueh as are apt-to abscond
awful. A SR PRISTIINE 1l (Gis e S5 . i i .
_ from. their, owners, -by | fixing’ iron collars i with sprojecting ‘bars-orehooks
round their necks, Be it ¢nacted and: declared, that:such praetice s utterly
G wo vise B0dawtul; and; that: no person: shall, on janyaccount whatever, 'punish’any
i yawsas wol Negrp or othier Slave, whether his OWni prope vty or-othérwise; by fixing/t

o beaet eausing to, be dixed.any ivon orothier-collar round-the neck:of such’ Slave,

i ox by deading, the body:or: limbs of suely Slave: with chainsjirons, Grwveighis

st of anygkind, other than such asaie sabsolutely/ necessary for isecuririgthé

pexson; jofiisuch Slave:while ‘in: €0 nﬁ:m;cment}.n under the ‘penaltyof fift

pounds; and any; justice ofi the: peace  is here by cauthorized: -andneqlired,

on information or view: of.such offence, to drdér such: eolars; chains/rofs

or;weights;to be imthediately taken’ off underi/the ‘penalty Isbﬁ«:onﬁ'ah'ﬁ'hdpeﬂ

pounds fox every ndgledtiorvefdsali vam doidw siue 10 noiton Y118 0F 90ihi]

Allowance of holy-  2].—And be it furthemenacted: by, sthesauthority aforesaid, thateves

Yt Slave within thesejislands shall be allowed thesusnalinumber!of Chrislina

"o ‘f_--.-{l..'f.'.ﬁ:,]"l,‘O]Y:.(:‘l:a.‘}".ﬁrxt.Q:-k\Ei@ 3 Christmas-day: aind: the twdfollowing working-duys. il

Penalty on oversecrs ¢ 22-m~ Andithe dti furthersenacted; byy the: authority aforesaid;: that evéy

absenting themselves gyversear whoshialk ab_s.@nt-’aliimselﬂ;fmm--the."bsta,te.undeif‘hris.ca'remr:xﬁim’ﬁg‘el

ii!li}‘&iyl,'.' e ment.on anyof.the aforesaid holidays) without 1 cave fromohis emiplopen

shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of fiver poands:fon edthidayie|

Penalty on not re- .} 23i=-And: b, itifaxthen emacted by the ‘anrthority  aforesaid, bthat of fhe

ik ';,‘.';’,;i&hi‘;‘ﬁ lirst. day, of, January, shich:willybe in:the: year of ‘orLiord:one tholsar

every Ist of January. gight  hundred, and twenty-fives and on-the: first:id ay-ofJanuary itevey

- e succeeding - year, ~or;; within, thi rty. [daysw after;’ thevowaner, . ‘managér) ot

qverseer of, ievery plantation: orssettlementywithinithese: islan ds; shallgive

upon.oath; to.the churchwardensiof the parishyanaccount of allthiifbinl

and deaths, of; the, Slaves on such« plantation ors settlement; dor thelyd

immediately pre eedingyunden the penalty. of fifty pounds;to he rechvéied

from, the owner of such plantation or;settlement. i #uiw aboog 191 bua

Tofallon theoverseer = 94, __An( be it further enacted by the authority-aforesaid; that if thend
if through his neglect. . . ‘ ‘ » _ ‘ TN T

Lot b e BEVING AN sueh  accownts shialki be, owing' to the neglect of! aryoverseétor

‘manager,; it shalk and may be Jawful forthe owner,; proprictor,orpossessof

““of, such, plantation o, settlement; .to: stopoand;detain therpenalty adiichhe

orishe shall,be co mpelledito pay, together with hisor her -cos-tsediidichgirgﬂ,;

| outof the;wages of suchi manager or overseer. i 1) o1 0t olim 194 gyl

burcing catie, " 1 @0yl .k fusslien.endctod by:the authority aforesaid; that ngfl\gqggg

194 adidw u’ LY :;é...':_'»‘-:'-s-: Wdaitqotg 9:3 1o lusenos 10 Hubhalwond yivig
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or other-Slave shall be allowed: to hurt any horned cattle, horses, mares,

mules; ‘asses, or otheranimals, with lances, guns, cutlasses, or other arms,

unless in the company of -his master, overseer, or some other white person,

ot by his permission in writing. ~And any Negro or other Slave, who shall

offend contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, shall suffer such

punishment by whipping as any two justices of the peace shall think proper

toinflict; not exceeding fifty lashes. '

96—~And be it further enacted, that every person from whose service Public motice  of
any.Slave shall abscond; shall within fourteen days thereafter give notice ﬁff;‘{:;,‘_"“md”d o
thereof; - by public advertisement, wherein shall be inserted the name an |

description of such runaway, by means whereof he or she may 'be more

egsily known and apprehended ; and in case the owner shall neglect to do

s0;:he-or she shall.not be entitled to any satisfaction from the treasury for

mysuch Slave executed or transported by virtue of this Act for any crime

whatever. : i B
97 —And be it further enacted, that it shall not be lawful either to sell Penalty on selling or

or buy-any runaway Slave, and that any person selling or buying any such ISMES AT PR
Slave while absent, shall forfeit the sum of thirty pounds.
98—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Slaves Penalty on Slaves
who shall have been ‘in these islands for the space of two years, and shall doms i
nnaway; and continue absent for a term not exceeding six months, shall,
upon;conviction before any two justices of the peace, suffer such punish-
m_eilt;as.the said justices shall think proper to inflict, not extending to life
on limb, iaile |
99—And be’it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave gjaes absent more
who shall run away from his owner or lawful possessor, and be absent for than six months to be
nore. than. six- months, being duly convicted, shall be sentenced to be O
tnosported: for life, or shall suffer such other punishment not extending to
life-or limb, as: the court shall think proper to inflict. 3
1 30:=And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave penalty on harbour-
who shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Slave, shall be liable ing runaway Slaves.
o.le tried for the same as hereafter directed, and upon conviction G Sutvencel o)
5 : A g ect. mended

suffér such punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict, not ex- Consolidated ~ Slave
teuding to life or limb 3 and  that every free person who shall commit any A T e
sich offence may be indicted and prosecuted for the same, in the General

Coutt; and being:convicted, shall suffer such' punishment: by fine and ' im-

pisohment; as-the court shall think proper, according to the magnitude of

ihe/offence ; and such punishment is hereby declared to be without pre-

judice to any action or suit which may be brought by the party injured for

weovery of damages; forrand on account of the same: i ‘

. 8le~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every rewara to slaves
Slave whoshall take up any such runaway Slave, so that such runaway may be apprehending  run-
lahen and restored to his or her owner or owners, shall be entitled to such *"**
ovard as any two justices of the peace shall think reasonable and just, not

exce¢ding three:pounds, to be' paid-by such person or persons as the said

justices shall determine ought to pay the same. o | 3. 24

18%-And whereas it is dangerous to the peace and safety of these islands what Siaves deemed
o suffer;Slaves' to continte out/as runaways, and it is absolutely necessary ruaways. .
o declire what Slaves shall be deemed runaways: Be it therefore enacted '
wddeclared, that every Slave who shall be absent from his or her owner

oiemployer) without leave, 'for ten days together; and shall be found at

the;distance of ‘eight miles from the house, plantation or settlement to

which-lie or she: belongs, without a ticket or permit to pass, (such only ex-

tepled-as are going with fire' wood, grass, fruit, provisions or small stock,

ud other goods which they 'may lawfully sell; to market and’ returning

lierefioim ) shall be deemed a runaway. = = | ' ' ,

83=And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that'any free Rivaed € feck miic
won:who shallapprehend any runaway Slave; shall be entitled t0'TECEive sons  apprehending
it the- owner, employer, overseer or manager of such Slave, the sum op T
entyshillings-and rio more, besides mile money at the rate of two shil-

Ings per mile for the first five miles, and one shilling per mile afterwards:

B{Qwided- such Slave had absented himself or herself ten days without the

pivity, knowledge, or consent of the proprietor, owner, or other white per-

3 C
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son residing on the plantation or place to 'which such
which term of absence shall be declared on the oath of such proprietor,
overseer or other white person as aforesaid, if required by the party taking
up the Slave ; but it is the true intent and meaning of this Act, that ever
person who shall apprehend any Slave that is actually runaway, shall be
entitled to the aforesaid reward, although such Slave shall not be eight

o
miles from home, and although the aforesaid term of ten days shall not

have elapsed. _
o Blavel 34, And b it furthier snaetod by the authority aforesaid, that any Slaye
aking rebel Negroes, . 2 : i TR
who shall take or kill another Slave in actual rebellion, shall receive from
the churchwardens of the parish in which any such Slave shall have been
killed, the sum of five pounds, and ten pounds if taken alive ; also a blue
cloth ‘coat ‘with a red cross on the right shoulder: the whole expenses

Slave shall belong

. e
whereof shall.be reimbursed by the receiver-general for the time being, out

of any mouey in his hands unappropriated. 2
35.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if an |
Slave shall be killed by any person or persons 1n the execution of this Acf,
or under the authority of the same, the person or persons by whom such
Slave may be killed, shall, as speedily as may be, give information thereof
to some justice of peace, who is hereby required to take his examination,
and also the evidence or information of any person or persons respecting
the same ; and any white person or free person of colour killing such Slave,
who shall neglect forthwith to give the information hereby required, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds. ‘. A Hn
Runawaysapprehend- 36— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any per-
Gsliow Qealewith. o106 persons apprehending any runaway Slave, “shall convey him or her
to his or her owner, employer or manager, if resident on the island in which

such Slave shall have been apprehended ; but if not therein resident, or if

payment of the reward and other charges hereinbefore mentioned shall not

be made, then to the nearest gaol or workhouse, the keeper whereof s

| hereby authorized and required to receive such Slave into his custody, and

’_ to pay the party delivering such Slave the sum of twenty shillings, and mile
money as aforesaid, and no more, under the penalty of five pounds: Pr-

vided nevertheless, that no gaoler or workhouse keeper shall pay any such

sum or sums hefore such person shall have taken an oath (which oath sucl

gaoler or workhouse keeper shall file in his office, and produce when there-

unto required by the owner or possessor of such Slave, under the penalty

of five pounds) that the Slave so apprehended was at the reputed distarice
of eight miles from the house, plantation or settlement to which such Slave.

belongs, (except as is before excepted) and that such Slave ‘had no ticket
or permit in writing from his or her owner or possessor, employer or over-
" seer at the time of being apprehended, and that such Slave had Dheen first
carried to his or-her owner, employer or manager, provided such owner,
employer or manager shall be in the island where such Slave shall haye

been apprehended, and the payment of the reward and charges aforcsgidl'

was neglected or refused to be made. . X oy
o panaye taken wp - 37.—And to the end that the,owners and proprietors of Slaves
to be advertised . in -

bt A apprehended may obtain information of the gaol or workhouse in which

they are confined, Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that (e
keeper of every workhouse or gaol shall and they are-hereby required,
once in every month, to advertise in the Royal Gazette, or other public
newspaper, and at the most public place in the island on whieli such Negro
... shall-be apprehended, the height, names, marks and sex, and alsy the
country (when the same can be ascertained) of every runaway Slaye (hen
in his custody, and the time such Slave was put into his custody, and also
the name or names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, under the
penalty of ten pounds for every neglect or omission, and for the expense of
such advertisement it shall and may be lawful for the keeper of every giol
or workhouse to charge the owner or owners of each runaway Slaye at and
after the rate of twelve shillings per month and no more, and to detain any
such Slave in custody until the same, together with the charges of pre-
hending and other fees, and poundage after the rate of two shillings in tie
pound, shall be paid, and also one shilling for every twenty-four hourssuch
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Slaye shall have been in custody for subsmtence, and sixpence per day for
medical ‘care and’ extraordinary ‘nourishiment ‘where frecessary..o And the .
goler, workhouse ]\E‘CI)EI or superwsm slnll dttest evcry such account.,;.
upow oath,

38r—-And ‘be it further emcted by ‘the authorlty aforesald that the Gaoler tofurnish con-

fined Slaves with vica

keeper of every workhouse or gaol within these islands; shall prov1de and gyais:
furnish every such Slave conﬁned in such workhouse origaol, with a sufficient .
quantity of good and wholesome 'provisions, accmdmo- to the allowance. |,
hereinbefore requlred to be given upon every plantatlon, unde1 the. penalty

of ten pounds for every neﬂ'lect ‘

89.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesa1d that after any Slayes Wh“ha"ha"e'.“

remained in custody

uuaway Slave shall have been in'the” custody of 'the provost marshal or twelve months un-

the keeper of the workhotse or gaol, and shall have been duly advertised as, Cl"‘t‘fmed’ e L
aloresaid for the space of twelve calendar months, if no person shall claim:
wch Slave ‘and 'pay the fees and other monies hereinbefore directed, it shall.
amd may be lawful for the provost marshal, orthe keeper of such gaol or
workhouse *, to sell every such Sluve at pubhc auction to the highest  bidder;#suspended by the

d that the ‘monies’ arising fromi“such sale’shall: be applied in the  first % section of amend-,

ed ConsolidatedSlave
place, fowards payment of the expense of taking up, keeping and advertis- Act of7th Geo. IV.

ing such Slave, together with ‘all fées and charges hereinbefore mentioned; .
ud the overplub (1f any) ‘shall'ibe' paid into the public treasury to be:_
applled towards the ' contingent expenses’ of ‘this 'government: Provided. .
ilways, that every such sale. be ‘st the usual ‘place of public.auction in the- |
town of Nassau, between the hours of ten and twelve o’elock in the fore~
mon; that thirty days notice thereof be'given' iinithe Royal Gazette or-
ot ,pubhc newspaper ; and that' previous to'every such sale every such
Save be carried before ‘a ' magistrate, who'is ‘hereby required: to - examine . -
whether such' Slave  has ‘been 'daly advertised; ‘and;whether his: or; her .
matks and description’ agree 'with ‘the advmtlsement and to ccltlfy the-w
sme if found accurate or 'sufficient. =150 1o :

#0.—~And be it further enacted By ‘the authouty afmcsald that no rraolei Slives in the custody
arvorkhouse keeper 'shall on'any “pretence whatever: employ :any:: “Slave ﬁfl‘;ffl?fle”“’m 4
sent to Tifs custody on any’ plantation'belonging'to him orin his possession;
wt hire nor'lend any such Slaveto work for any pelbon or’ pelsonb, undug [
fhe Fenalty of fifty pounds for every offence.” biv

il~And"be it farther enacted by ' the autherlty afmesald that any i isbdedon Slives

Negro ot othler Slave ' who shall” be' confindd in ‘any ‘workhouse or othaygicere wom cot-

finement before trial,
plaLe of confinement, and shall escape-therefrom before trial;or'the expira<:

tion of his or lier sentence, upon bemo' retaken, and proot being:made of’
his ot her ldentlty before any tWO]ﬂbthGS of the peace;iishall’ be ‘adjudged
b be sent back to cdnﬁnement and shall 1ecelve pumshment by Whlppl‘ﬂ"‘
nof exceedmg fifty laghes. =1

12.~And b8, it further enacted’ by the authouty af’oresaid that if. the Penaltynngao]ersuf-
provostmalshal or any.of his“de¢puties; or'‘any constable, gaoler, or work- f;’;;‘il blﬂ‘t’gs e
houge ]{eeper’ shall Wllhng]y- Or. neo-hﬂ‘enﬂy suffer’ any Blave to escape,; $0:-drom pyumsluncnstcape
tia sich *Slave shall not be' retaken,” such/'marshal, constable; gaoler, or|
vorkhouse keeper, shall forfeit a sum not' exceedmn‘ twenty poundb, mth-s

uprejudice to, the ‘owner’s action of damages: =1 Hus

43 —And be'it further enacted, ‘thatif any Neo'ro or other Slave at ANy siives Kilied }m W :

tine of invasion, or appearance of any’ enemy, shall be Killed in serviee of Jblic: Service 10 1€
lie couméry, the owner shall be paid otit “of ‘the* public «treasury ' the- full ! 2
idlie of stich Slave, to be ascertained by any'two justicesrof the peace. 17+,

44-—And be it further enacted’ by ‘thie a"t‘hmlty aforesaid, that if any pma“y e e
mastel, Owner, guardian, or'atforney of any-plantation or settlement shall having charge of any
suﬂ'erany strange Slaves, exceeding 'twelve innumber; to assemble together, fgllff L‘:L‘,‘;"f;::,"f:;ﬁ:‘;
and heat thieir drums or blow their horris or shells, in‘any place under his; i“dﬂ"e i, tiere
he| or their care ‘and management, or shall ‘not” endeéavoar ito: disperse of: s
nnevent such meeting' by ‘giving netice  thereof ‘to 'the  next; magistrate o
cpmmissmned ofﬁcm that a properforce may be sentfor the purpose; every-
such master, owner, gardidn ‘or ‘attorney, 'shall! forfeit «for-every such:
n“r'Fence the sum of ﬁfty pounds ; ‘provided information ‘of’ such offence: be
"wen upon oath within tive ddys after the commission of such offence. :!

4&~And hc 1t furthcr enacted by the autfhentyf aferesaid,z thabfarll Auomcemuthomea

© Gl B t ,"; # 5

e



2190 BAHAMAS.

to disperse unlawiuliofficers; ¢ivil' and ‘military, shall be and they are hereby empowered and
RSCHIE requlred to ‘enter into ‘any place whatever, in order to dlsperse any un.
o lawful assembly’ of Slaves, and to suppress and prevent all riotous unlayful
drumming ‘or ‘other nmse, any law, custom or usage to the contrax‘y Not«
v 10 Wlthstandmg
Penalty on Slaves''' 46.~~And be’ it fulther enacted by the authority aforésaid,’ tha't' 'any'
:‘;“;‘(‘jg’sef;:fm‘h:fms’ §6:Slave ‘who shall hereafter be found to have concealed in his or her. liouse,
vor otherwise in his or her possession, any fire-arms, gunpowder, slugs, or
balls ‘shall; on’conviction before any two justices, suffer sich pumshmen
‘as the said justices shall think proper to inflict by whipping.
Puiishment of Slavés’ - AT ==And "‘bel‘it’ further enacted by the authorlty *tforesald that any
g‘f}"lelrt'gl"e;';ghe"cstvﬂSlavc who shall offer violence (by striking or otherwise) toany; whit
st asbimrnorist [ person, shall be punished with such pumshment not extending to life or
*linib, as the court shall think proper to-inflict: - Provided such conflict or
~striking be not by command of the owner of such Slave, or his o her
s attomey, overseer, or other person having authority over such Slave, or n
R the lawful defence of his owner’s person or property.
“ Punishientotsisves. 48, ~—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 1t' aly
""'PTGPg""g, or eivine Negro or other Slave shall mix or prepare with intent to rrlve any’ poson
Vs 1 OF ‘poisonous drug, or shall actually give, or cause to be given any sich
poisen: or poisonous drug, although death may not ensue from the tal\m0
“thereof, such Slave, together with all ‘and ever y accessary and accessaries
~/as'well before as after -the fact, (being Slaves,) being thereof duly con-
«vieted; shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other pumshment
| as the eourt shall think proper.
“Punishment, of Slaves” 49,42 And whereas, horned cattle, sheep, horses, mares, and. asseq, are
il ‘lfj"ﬁffrequently stolen and killed by Negro and other Slaves in so secret and
their possession. ~ ~ private a’'manner, as to render COHVIPthIl very difficult, for prevention
“thereof, Be it fiirther enacted, that if any Negro, or Slave or Slaves shall
fraudulently have inhis, her, or their possession,any fresh beef, mutfon, or
“veal, or the flesh of any horse, mare, mule, or ass, in any quantity exceed
“ing' five ‘pounds, and not exceeding twenty-eight pounds, eyery, such
Nedro or'other'Slave shall, upon conviction before any two justices of the
peace, be whipped in such manner as such justices shall direct, nof es-
veeeding’ thirty-nine lashes ; and if there shall be found fraudulently s
aforesaid in his, her, or their custody or possession, a larger quantity:tha
“twenty-eight pounds’ weight of ‘such beef or other flesh, that then every‘
vsueh I \Teglo or other Slave shall suffer such pumshment as the’ JUSthES
shall think’ proper to direct, not extending to life or limb.
Punishment of Slaves + 90.—And be ‘it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 1f any
staling cawle. —  Negro ‘or other Slave shall feloniously steal any horned cattle, sheep,
]lOI‘bC‘, mare, gelding, mule, or_ass, or shall kill any such horned, catile
- - “shéep; hmse inare, rreldmo' mule, or ass, with intent to steal the same; or
“any part of-the flesh thmeot such Negro or other Slave shall suffer death
_or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to inflict, -
1o 5lii~And “whereas several Slaves have lately found means to depa
from these ‘islands to’ the great damage of their owners, and to the e\ul
i example of “other Slaves, who may" thereby be mduced to attempt t
“,, ¢onspire to do the same:  And- whereas there is reason to suspect| tﬂat
s weseny I8laves have ‘been aided and assisted in their departure by other persons,
T -and o ‘adequate’ pumshmente are provided by law for such offences, for
Panishment ofSlaveeI‘emedy thereof: " Be it further endcted by the authority aforesaid, that if
romning oy " any Negro or 'other Slave shall run away from his or her owner or owies,
---employer or employers, and go off, or conspire or attempt to go off, ! thnae
-idlands in any'ship, boat, canoe, or other vessel or craft whatsoever, or be
“aiding, abetting, or assisting, to any other Slave or Slaves in desertmgﬂnd
‘going off, or conspiring and. attempting' to go off; or aiding, assxstmg,far
abettmo- in such going off, being thereof convicted, shall suffer transpor-
tation, or such other pumshment as the COUlt shall think proper. to. mﬂlct,
not extending to life or limb.
OF free persons of.  92.—Amnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that Jf auy
colour suspended by free Negro; Indian, or'Mulatto shall be aiding, assisting, and abettmcr any

25"52;;3‘,‘;;‘;35“3“;:, Slave or Slaves in deserting and going off these islands, and shall be

passed 7th Geo. 1V,

FUoKisg 43
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thereof conyicted,. he, she, or they shall be subject to be,transported frome i v
TMiese islanids by the provost marshal. or his deputy ; and any such:person
Hifsdﬁbnﬁcwd,Sentenced, and transported, who shall afterwards.be found at
lﬂl‘gj}cw}thmﬂlebelblandb shall suffer death. without benefit. of clexgy:
W58 —And 'be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any of whit persous.
_white, person_who. shall, knowingly be aiding, assisting, .orjabetting any.n .
"Slave 1n‘deserting and going off these islands, shall forfeit) the .sum - of jong" s 21 o
"hffdtd‘re’dgpundb,andshall also_suffer, imprisonment for any,space, of time
"1of exceeding ‘twelve months, without bail, or, mainprize;, and syeli, pu-
"iishment is declared to be; without prejudice; to: any suit.or action, which _
may be brought or had by, the party injured, for, xecovery, of damages, for,.12 1. i
Uind'on account of the same. | - aileste wifio Hails odur wysl@ 8 gnsbr gbs)
W5—And be it further enacted by the, authority  aforesaid, that itshall personsaiding Slaves
iy be Jawful to. progeed asainst, the person ox persons so aiding, as. e s i
f:‘ilsfmg,i‘and abetting such Slaye, or Slaves in going off these islands, whether aginst wikether the
“the prin

b ooy myvalny

‘ft ore Ay . F J517s 7 A Yy gt ‘e L . . . " . 3
pringipal ‘or principals be convicted or not ; anything in this or any other f&'ﬂﬁ'ﬂi‘tbe SNl
[0 e D VALER » R ARde TR007 4 ) BALFBIEY cpRREL T EAR S ' 7 . Sl

"act, or an y law, usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding..

_45—And be it further enacted, that no Negro: or other Slave, shall On, Slaves not. fo, carry
b pikence, Barier or carry,abous for sale.or barter, any dry goods of any 3 13, S %
: kfnd,whatever, unless by a ticket; or consent in writing, of his or her owner ticket from their own-
(90 Y08 HHRVID 60 O BRIMAL TR W RS gl 2 ers.
orowners to that effect, specifying the articles they may have for sale, and

“In default of such ticket or consent; it:shall and may be lawful for any
“white pexson to take and seize. all such goods, and. to deliver them to .the
,provost marshal or his deputy, who shall forthwith sell the same at public
“auction, and pay the nett proceeds thereof'into. the publie, treasury., ...

96— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no Negro $i#ves not to vend
“iroflier Slave shall yend or Tetail any spiritous liquors whatever ;. and if " R
any Slave without the knowledge of his or her owner or employer, shall sell * .7

.0t vend any spiritous liquors.whatseever; such.Slave for every such offence,

hall be “publicly whipped . by _order. of any . two. justices ' of the. peace ;

tif it shall appear.to have been done with the knowledge: of, his. or

lerowner or‘employer, then, and_ in that case, such owner or employer
hallforfeit. the sum of forty pounds, to be recovered in manner herein-
“57—A’r}dbeit hEICbY enacted,that CVC‘IY SIaVB W]lOShaH play at dice Punishment of flaves
‘el ot be sty of any other kind of gaming, shall be publicly whip- ©r Ewbins.

il by dhder oFany tivo justices, of the peaces and any keeper of a tavern
lorpuich-hotse, who,shall suffer any, Slave or Slaves to game, get drunk;. or

“tipplelin’or “about. his or ‘her house, shop. or premises, .or. to.remain in: or
about the same, affer the hour”of eight o’clock at might ; or,shall at any . ..

other time sell rum, or any other spiritous liquors to;any Slave. to, whom

‘heor she shall have been forbidden by the owner. or employer of such. Slave
Piarnpen e Sk T VENG, € al T e S Sarhiddansito

Ioltqlorlemam in or about his or her house, shop or premises,:shall forfeit

I BT WEntY DOURAS, < s toddn e sy sa §aamieiss 1iie 4o 4

. 38—And whereas it is deemed expedient. and proper, that the trial of The same practice to
J‘JSTﬁ\f?eg charged with treason, murder, or-other felonious offence, not having he observed on the
e beaelit”of clergy, should hereafter be had and.proceeded, on. in. the with capital offences
{ .?”cptef rf-fO Cbe’, .;3-0 ¢ f ’P #esd W W @ p S e Rty Ph ial 3
?’Een;‘e;}:gljggmp of these jslands, according to the form and practice of the §j2" [0 JoF pee
id “court, used and followed. therein on the. trial of white persons, or persons of colour
JEpisotdoF colour eharged with,the, like.offences: e it therefora on- S v el
ied by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the passing of this Ack.. o v
it i Slve or Slaves shall be. cliarged with treason, murder, burglary;” = -
‘obbety, burning ‘of houses, or_other felony, or .offence. whatsoever, from
hich the benefit of clergy is taken away by any statute or act.of parlia-
jment of Great Britain now _or hereafter to be.in, force.within the Bahama
Blands,. or'by this or any other, Act of the General Assembly of the same

s, Tt of stich Slave or Slaves (a bill or bills of indictment being

1 bind By thé grand inquest for the body of the said Bahama Islands,
‘ndwhich'bill or bills of indictment, the Attorney-General.of these islands,

orather officer prosecuting.in the name of  his Majesty, shall and lawfully . .
Hhy prefer) shall be had 20, proseered upons n.sko.Oiouaspl OISl apiths e

v
Y

ot .
R b gL ) el 0 R
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Bahama Islands, by @and before thie chief justice and assistant, jostices if
the, said court, or some or one of them, in the same manner and form; and
according fo the same course, usage, and practice established, observed,
and followed  therein, for and upon the trial of any white person,, o free
person. of | colour, charged with the like crimes and offences, save and ex
cept, only, that the evidence of Slave against Slave shall in all cases b
received. , oisilh ¢ 1hdaad
pentence of death to ., 59 ——And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when
e pronounced by one ! & _ 4 F 8 2 79 ) ‘
of the judees of the any Slave or Slaves shall be convicted in the said court of any. . treason,
General . Coutt, on phgrehers OF ather felony or offence; from which the benefit of clergy is taken
y Slave convicted _ . : W .

of any capital offence aWay as ‘aforesaid, it shall. and may be lawful for the chief Justice and as:
not clergyable..  sjstant justices of the said General Court, or some one of them to pronounce
sentence. of  death wpon such Slave or Slaves, so convicted as aforesaid:
and the provost marshal of the said islands, or his lawful deputy, is hereby
authorized and required to cause such sentence to be cairied into, exect:
tion at such time and place as such chief justice and assistant justices; ot

some or one of them, shall think proper to direct and appoint. g
oo ;‘;;‘a;i‘:j 60.~—~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that so miich
ceeding on the trial @0 such part and- parts of any Act or Acts of the General Assembly of the
of Staves suspended- gajd Bahama Islands as prescribe or regulate any mode of proceedingon
 the trial of Slaves accused of crimes punishable with death, different fron
that hereinbefore established and appointed, shall be, and the samie.1s; and
are hereby suspended from and after the passing of this Act, for and during
thie continuance of this Aect and no longer. . A heLa R
Mode of proceeding ~ 01.—And be. it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thai:_l:;pgn
?fr::n; Sﬁln;;i?llg‘;}f complaint being made to any justice of the peace of any clergyable felony
il or other offence committed by any Slave or Slaves, and which is hereby
declared to be punishable with transportation, such Justice. shall issue s
warrant for apprehending such offender or offenders, and for all persons
that can give evidence to be brought before him or any other Justice of the
peace, and évidence of Slave against Slave shall in all cases be received;
‘and if upon examination the chiarge shall appear to be well founded, the
Justice before whom such exaniination shall be had and taken, shall comit
- the accused to prison; and bind over the witness to appear ata certain day
vt s and place; not less than ten, or more than thirty days from the day on which
: the complaint shall have been made ; and shall certify to any other justice
of the peace the cause of such commitment, and require him to associate
‘himself with him, which the said justice is hereby required to do under the
penalty of forty pounds; and the said justices so associated.shall issue
their warrant to summon seven persons, such as are liable. to serye on prdi
-nary juries (the master, owner, or proprietor of the Slave or Slaves so-com

plained of, or the attorney, guardian, overscer or manager of such owner of
proprietor, or the person prosecuting, his or her attorney, guardian, oyer:
.seer or manager always excepted) personally to be and appear before, {i¢
_ said justices, at the day and place appointed for the trial, between the hours
oo of eight and twelve of the eloek in the forenoon, when and wheré the said
Bt Justices shall cause the accused to_be brought before them : and thereupot
tive of the persons so suminoned shall (the charge of accusation being first

- reduced to writing and _read) be sworn to try the matter before them; and

-give a true verdict according to evidence, which charge or accusation shal

-not be questioned for any want of form, but shall be deemed valid ifﬁgfr

ficient in substance ; and if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence,
.unanimously find the said Slave or Slaves guilty of the offence of which he,

‘she, or they shall stand charged, the said justices shall forthwith pass sen-

tence upon such oftender or offenders according to the nature of the offence,

. - and shall cause such sentence to be carried into execution, at such time .aqld

- -place ds they shall think proper: = Provided always, nevertheless, tha tlie

\ Justices of thbu[{)eace,,_ﬂor any two or more of them, resident upon any,of fhe

- 1slands within this government; shall and may hereafter hold Slaye courts

. upon the ﬁrs't@‘:u,eSday 1 January, April, July, and October in every, year,

+ 1o continue dnd be holden five days successively (if necessary) ant-not

' [longer s and shall haye full power and authority to inquire. ito, hear apd
determing, all and all manner of cleigyable offences, or other offences com
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Hitted by Lafiy: Slave ot Slaves; and ‘which is hiéreby” detlared’ punishdble
with tHnsportation’ot other punishment, not extending to life ot limb'; and
dialfopen thie said ‘court by proclamation; declaring the same to'bea Slave
ettt for “such purpose ; ‘and that any two'of the said justices shall theré~
upon proceed to try and deliver ‘the ' workhouse or “gaol withift the islands’
o paltish, of alll Slaves' who shall be in custody of the gaoler or'workhouse:
keeper, charged with any such last-mentioned felony or offence, and shall®
ilise a jury to be’ ‘called, ‘and taken from the panel returned to'‘the said ..o no0000.
tist, forthwith to be sworn, as they shall appear, to try all and every such = * -
Sive and Slaves as shall be brought before them charged with' any ‘of the ...
ofences last aforesaid, and to give a true verdict according to evidence, as -
i bthet cases. bt - : a9 PaliellJijBoel _
' 2.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thiat 1ot less Who shall constitute
fiaif tivo justices and five jurors shall constitute any such Slave court ; and A
{hit upont” any such trial no percmptory 'challenge of 'any juror, or any
exeeptiont to the form of the indictment, shall be allowed. : ‘
63—And be it fuithier enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave ggi'ﬁ;hgg;‘ DLEETS
Wlfdlly giving false evidence 'on any trial to' be had before any SMBve o 1o whomic sdi-o
tourt unider “this “Act, shall suffer the same punishment ds the person ot '
fersons on whose trial such false evidence was given, would, if convicted,
lisfe been liable to suffer, or such other punishment as the justices shall
dard, ot exténding to life or limb. 10 0 Yy e
64— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any St g
Slave or Staves shall be discharged by proclanation, or shall die in custody, tody to be paid by
{he/fnarshal, gaoler, or workhouse keéper shall be entitled to receive oiit of thepublisy 19
¢ public treasury all such fees as shall be dule for such Slave or Slaves . [
at the time of such discharge or death. e, DOP IR G0 SroSun S e TN
65.And’ be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid; that the L o
ttstables of the respective “islands and'''districts shall ‘be obliged to
ditend overy such trial or court' under the penalty of twenty pounds for
sicli néglect ; and the constable executing any sentence shall be entitled
1 receive out of the public treasury the sum of twetity shillings. upofr pro-
litthg the' certifidate of the justices ‘aforesaid. " = = gt FOET
(6. ~And be it further Cfl'c‘((ﬁté'd, thatany persan‘whoéhall be‘draw‘ﬂlsiﬁd Penalty on persor‘lis
lily summoned to serve' as a’ juror in'any frial to be had by virtue of this e

Adl,"and "wha'§hall neglect”to attend, or after appearance shall depart
Without 1eave, shall forfeit the sum’ of six pounds. Libuhire g e Wi g

P

67 <And be it further'enacted b'{r thie authority afofesdid, that no stich Joticeofirial olay
tral of ‘any Slave shall “be had' until after reasonable'and ‘sufficient notice the owner.

of stich ‘tiial shall have béen” given to thé owner’ofr proprietor of such

Slave; ‘or to"his, ‘her, or their attorney or attotiies, ot other representative:

o repiesentatives, where any stich, can”conveniently be found within the

wlony 3 afiy law, usage or custom to the dontrary notwithstanding. =~~~ o

68 And be it furthier ‘enacted by the authority aforesdid, that inall R e
ties where ‘ahy Slave shall ‘réceive sentence of dcath or transportation, ported to be made by
i jiry “shiall “appraise’ and’ yalie 'Such -Slave, and _the justices ghall 29" -

certify such ' valuation : Provided always, that “such valuation shall not in

ity edse ekceed sixty pounds foi any one Slavé! And provided also, if it

sHill'ippedr that the owner ot possessor of stuch, Slave had treated him or

hér with inhumanity, and that necessity or hard usage might have driven

el Slave to the commission of the offence of . which he or'she shall have

Ikt convicted, that then, and in”sueh'caseé, no valuation shall be made

tr'eertificate” granted, and the owner shall “not be entitled, to receive any

dllowance whatever for such Slave from the QUBIEG - sy oo Bt i s

g And be it further enacted “by 'the' authority aforesaid, that, in_all nies rising froth 14
cxecnted or tra’n_sp_t_)ﬂ;gd sbi:;ev esof transported

thées shere any Slave valued as ‘aforesaid, shall be

hglf fittue of this Act, sach Slave shall be paid ‘for at the quhc expense,
il {116 nett ‘money arvisihg from the sale of any Slave '§$Q'1d;"foi'"_itral'ngpo}; -

-

hith SHAll be accounted for on oath By the provost imarshal or his deputy,

o phid over to the receiver genetal for the use of the public. . . . &
CT0LAnd be it further enacted by the au'tllﬁ'rity’;ﬁfqﬂif"?’”.iﬂ{." that any f,;“d“*’muf-'iﬁﬁ;"‘fﬁiﬁ

Négto'or other Slave who ‘shall be transported from these islands by virfue sufer death.
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of this Act, and shall wilfully return from transportation, shall, upor con.
viction, suffer death, without benefit of clergy.
venalty on persons 7] __And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when
against whom, war- any warrant shall be granted by any one or more of his. Majesty’s; justices
rantsshall begranted of the peace against any Slave ‘who. cannot be taken, the owner, attomey,
possessor, guardian or overseer, of every such.Slave, shall. be sexved witha
copy, of the said warrant, and if he, she, or they do not send or;produce
=uzsuch Slave to the justice or justices to be dealt with.according to law, aud,
7t shall afterwards be proved that such owner, attorney; guardian, possesson,
or overseer, wilfully detained or concealed, such Slave, lie, ‘she, or,they,
shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds,.,.... . ..., vyiol atutisral
Manumitted Negroos: - L2 7-And e it further enacted, thatall such Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees,
to be wied asSlaves. and Indians, as have been Slaves; and. have been..or shall be made free,,
© .. .shall; for all misdemeanours, and offences under, the degree of felony, be
~ tried and adjudged in manner and. form hereinbefore. directed for the trial,
of Slaves, and the evidence of a Slave or Slaves shall be admitted on such.
trials ; any law, usage, or custom to,the contrary notwithstanding, .. ..
Summary mode of . 73.—And whereas misdemeanours jand joflences of inferior degree a
Ferior affonses. - frequently committed by Slaves, which ought to, be punished in asummary,
: ' manner : Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it SBaﬁ
and-may be lawful for any two justices of the-peace; in-a summary-manner;
to hear and determine all crimes and misdemeanours below felony, or other
offences whatsoever, committed by every Slave or Slaves, and to which
the punishment of transportation hath not been annexed by this Ac,
committed by any Slave or Slaves, giving sufficient notice to the owner or
owners of such Slave or Slaves, or his, her, or their attorney orattornies,
or tothe person having the care of suchSlave ol Slaves of the time or
place of trial ; 'and to'order and direct such punishinent to beinflicted on
any ;such 'Slave;ias the justices ‘in' theiridiséretion: shall think fit; mot
-exceeding fifty < lashes. ©"And- the cconstable: attending such itrial, and
executing ‘any such  sentence, shall“beoentitled: to Thave wnd: receive e
shillings, to be paid by the master, owner, or possessor of sucl Slaveior
- Slaves, on.non-payment: whereofy uit ‘shall: and may be lawful for the
Justices toissue’ their warrant for levying:ithe same, together with costs
and charges. i odd IBINIML VIO orokk Blan o]

Runaway Slaves to 74.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no run-
be committed to gao : e . . A
only,when there is no 2WaY Slave shall, on any account, be committed to gaol by any magistrate
“workhouse to receive 0f @ parish where there shall be a workhouse established, but to such
them. WOI'k'h‘QUS_e, OH1Y- PV . |

Powersvestedinves- 75— And be it further 'enactqd, that in all cases in‘.whi,‘chhby thisilpresent

)
-
[of - 2RE

be- excented. by Juse ACt] oF by any other Act'of the General Assembly, day' power of athory
ies or vestries whete jsivested i the justices and' ‘vestiies, such “power and_authority shall be
~ executed by the justices, or any two of them, in islands where there areno

vestries, or by the vestrymen,“or any six of them in islands where flicfe

¢ are no justices. BT e G S e Db el R g iy
Penalties how - re- - 76.—And'be it farther enacted by the authority aforésaid, that all forfel-
Ciated, "4 PPrtiires and penalties given by 'this Act; of ‘which the ‘recovery and applics-
tions have not been otherwise directed, shall, if not cxceeding tyenty

- pounds, be recovered in a summary manner before.any two of his Méaiiéfs’f“*s

justices of the peace, and shall be levied, ‘together with c¢osts, by distress
and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels’; and if exceeding twenty
pounds, shall be recovered with costs in the General Court of these islands,
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, ‘wherein no essoign, protec:
tion, wager of law, or non vult wlterius'prosequi shall be allowed or entered;
one moiety of which penalties shall be to the use of 'the parish where the
offence shall have been committed, and the other moicty to the informer,
or to him, her, or them, who shall sue forthe same.”~ =" “7 7 @ o
Duration of this Act. 77,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this Act,
-and -every clause, matter, and thing therein contained, shall continue and
be in force for and during the term of five years from, the passing thereof,
and from thence to the end of the then next session of the General Assembly
and no longer. ’



