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“Also a clause further to contirm the present law of the colony, for-
bidding; under certain suitable penalties, the labour of Slaves on Sundays,

59

except in cases'of urgent necessity; to prevent all kind of public markets

on that day, except a ‘miarket for fresh meat, fish, fruit, milk, and vege-
tables, o be ‘closed for the day, at nine o’clock in the forenoon; and to
cuse all stores and shops, for the sale of merchandise, as well as all retail
liquor shops, to be shut from nine o’clock on Saturday night, until daylight
op Monday morning, with an exception in favour of the sale of medicines
ibrli,fniihctliat_e use. ' ' | -'
“ Als0, a clause to confirm, by law, the right of Slaves to property, real
and personal, (Slaves only exeepted) and the acquirement thereof by pur-
chase'or inheritance: and to enable  them to bring and defend suits by
prochain ami, and under proper circumstances in formd pauperis, to provide
for a bank or ‘place 'of security, in which Slaves may deposit their monies,
yitl such limitations'and restrictions as'may be necessary to prevent all
dishonest acquisition of such monies by such Slaves. '
“Alsp a claui$e to further regulate the present prohibition of the sepa-
ntion. of familiés under any circumstances, in the sale of Slaves, and de-
clare all such sales void.
'« Also a 'clausé to further prevent abuses in'the punishment of Slaves,
and to make it illegal to punish female Slaves by flogging except in private,
or by sentence of somie court'of competent jurisdiction. :
"% Also a clause to admit Slaves professing the Christian religion, and
understanding the nature of an oath, to give evidence in all cases tried or to
he tried by a jury, according to the course of the common law, or the pro-
visions of “any act of assembly of these islands; excepting only in ez-officio
informations, and cases in which' a question of freedom may be at issue, or
implicated, directly or indirectly. '

“'Also a clause authorizine the manumission of Slaves, having the means
e ] o

of purchasing théir freedom, by' compensating their owners for all losses’

'éysﬁt}iiﬂed or to be sustained by such owners, by reason of such manumis-
sons: that is' to ' say, that the compensation is to be estimated, not merely
by the probable market price of the Slave if exposed to sale as such, but
vith due régard ‘also to any further remunecration that owners may shew
themselveés entitled to under the special 'circumstances of each case: and
that the ‘éstimate shall, in'disputed cases, be made by referees fairly chosen,
ind ‘swornl to' make their estimate' on' the labove principle ; and that the
referees shall have power to award an immediate manumission, or, at their
liscretion, when it can be'shewn that'such immediate or any early manu-
nission would seriously affect the interests of owners, to postpone the same
dccording to circumstances, but in no case for more than one year.”

_The Report orderd'to lic on the Table,

(No. 10.) "An Act to amend an Act, entitled “ An Act to amend, conso-

ST lidate, and bring into one Aect, the several Laws relating to

Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Security,

"and for'suspending several'Acts' and 'Clauses of Acts therein
mentioned, and foi other Purposes.”

5 }V‘HEREAS it iy expedient that an Act/passed in the fourth year of . 1ie tat the
Tis ‘present Majesty’s reign entitled ¢ An Act to amend, consolidate, and Act dth Geo. 1V. to

rihe'ifito'one Act, ‘the 'several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving

amend, consolidate,
and bring into one

“them “furtheér Protection and Seeurity, and: for suspending several Acts Acttle Laws relating

and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes” should be
“tnended: ‘May ‘it therefore please’ your Majesty, that it may be enacted,

to Slaves, should be
amended,

afidbe it'enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, Presi-

* lent’ and'* Commander-in-Chief ; ‘the  Council and Assembly of your
Majesty’s Baliania ‘Islands; ‘and it 'is hereby ehacted and ordained by
it authority of the same; that from' and after the passing of this Act, so-
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So much of the se- mych of the several Acts next hereinafter mentioned as relates to free
veral Acts next here-
inafter mentioned as Blacks and free Persons of Colour, be and the same is hereby suspended
relate to fes blact By gnd  diiring: the continuance of this Act, that is to say, an Act passe
persons of |
colour suspended. 10 the seventh year of the reign of his late Majesty King. George the
Third, entitled, “ An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indmm,”
also one other Act, passed in the elcrhth year of his said late Majestys
Reign, entitled < An Act for su%pcndlnw a Clause in an Act, entiied
- An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians, and for amend-
ing the said Act, ‘ also one other Act passed in the twentieth year of his
said late Majesty s reign, entitled, “ An Act for suspending Pdltb of cer.
tain Clauses, and amendmg other Clauses in an Act entitled, “an Actfor
governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians,””’ also one other Act passedin
the year _last aforesaid, entitled “An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes,
Mustees, and Indians”’and for suspending several Acts therein mentioned;”,
also one other Act passed in ‘the same year last aforesaid, enfitled « An
Act to amend a Clause in an Act passed in the Seventh Year of his sid
late Majesty’s Reign, entitled, ‘An, Act for governing Negroes, Mulattocs,
and Indians ;" also one other Act passed in the twcnty-foulth year ofhis
said late Maje:ty Reign entitled “ An Aet for governing Negroes, Mu.
lattoes, Mustees; and Indians, and for suspending several Acts therei
mentioned,” also all and every Act and Acts, Clause and Clauses of Ads
rcspcclmg the governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees, and Indians,
which in and by the said last-recited Act, are or were thereby suspendel
during the continuance of the said Act; also one other Act passedin the
thirty-seventh year of his said late Ma]esty s reign, entitled “ An Actfo
consolldate and bring into one Act the several Lawa relating to Slaves, and
for giving them further Protection and Security, for altering the Mode of
Trial of Slaves charged with capital Offences, for suspending theseverl
Acts and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”
No future mani-  2.—And be it fu1ther enacted that from and after-the passing of thi
Mssion; g‘“’b""*“e“’ Act, no manumission, gift, sale, assignment, devise, bequcst, or other

V!
Sives 100 i, conveyance of Slaves, shall be valid or effectual in law or equity unless
‘;21?3“;,"3’[ “’w'f:t‘t‘:l:‘,"(‘,'r by nuncupative or other last will and testament, duly execated and pub.
by deed. lished according to law, or by deed of gift, deed of bargain and sale, or
other instrument in writing, duly executed under seal or otherwise, attested
by at least one literate, free, competent, and disinterested witness; all which
wills, deeds, and othel instruments of writing, shall and may. be plovcd re-
corded and dealt with in the proper court or ofhce of this government, in
manner and form, and to the same effect and under the same regulations as
wills and deeds are proved, recorded and dealt with, according tolaw i
Proviso, Former Other cases’ Provided however, that nothing herein contained shall invalidat
'ﬁf‘;‘it“c‘giggns ot 0 op jn any manner affect any manumissions, gifts, sales, devises, bequests, or
other conveyancea of Slaves, granted .or made at. any time before the
In such wills and passing of this Act: and’ plowdCd also, that in the wills and deeds and
e s e o o other instruments of writing as aforesaid hereinbefore required, o parti
particular  form  of cular form of words shall be considered necessary, but the same shall be
words necessary:  qk enn and understood, according to the true intent and meaning of the sane,
Manumissions and a5 therein written and cxplessed and proyvided also, that all manumissions
conveyances of Slaves an | conveyances of Slaves in fraud of creditors or others having a legal or
in fraud of creditors
to be void. equitable interest in the same, shall as heretofore be void, anything hmcm
before contained to the contrary notwithstanding.
Part the 38, Sec-  3.—And be it further enacted that so much of the thud qectlon of the
tion of the 4th Geo. .54 firet ahove-recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as declates

IV. suspended, manu-
missions to be valid yoid all manumissions, or intended .manumissions of Slaves, by reason of
although the person o\ 1) Slaves being rendered incapable of labour by sickiess, age, or i
ﬁfalﬁsr:ai:gbggfﬁaﬁgf ﬁlmlty, be, and the same is hereby suspended during the COI]tIIIUdnCC of
ing lable for thethis Act; the manumittors and their estates, howevel being still liable for
1};321;;““"(9 of such’thie keepln maintenance and comfort of such manumltted blaves, for their
_natural llVeb, in' manner and form, under the regulations and penalties of
the said Act, according to the bubbtcmce and true intent and meaning of

the same, and the several provisions thereof in that behalf.
So much of the 4,—And be it further enacted, that so much of the eighieenth section

th Secti f ¢l
o A s e, of the said Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as dUtllOllZBb or em-
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powers, ot is construed, or supposed to authorize or empower the keeper of IV: snspendec s em-
any jail, or the supervisor of any workhouse, to inflict any manner of corporal ohiltadikeper to
punishment on Slaves committed to their castody without authority from nfict coporas pu-
the owners or cmployers of such Slaves or other lawful representatives of without, the consent
such owners or employers, or of some court or magistrate having competent OmBERaNACE S5
jurisdiction in the premises, be, and the same is hereby suspended for, and e
during the continuance of this Act: Provided, however, that the keepers i
of jails or workhouses shall not be hereby precluded from placing refractory be put in close con-
prisoners in close continement, or otherwise under lawful restraint, so far "ement
as the same may be temporarily necessary for the maintenance of discipline
in such jails or workhouses. . » |

5—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any Slave or alleged How Slavesare to
Slave shall be arrested, or lodged in jail, exceptby or under the authority, hes q‘f‘,;';(\(‘,"ff,"io,;:lffi
directly or indirectly, of the owner of such alleged Slave, on a charge, or injail under afctf:'_rgt:
under a suspicion of being a runaway Slave, such alleged runaway shall be, it i ot Sl
assoon @s it may conveniently be done, taken by the person arresting such
alleged runaway, or the keeper of such jail, before a magistrate for exami-
nation, which magistrate shall thereupon, upon due inquiry into the cir-
cumstances of the case, either commit the prisoner to. jail as a Slave to be
daimed, or otherwise dispose of him or her:according to law ;' Provided
however, that no such- commitment on that account shall be for a longer
space of time than one year, and if on ‘the expiration of that year the
prisoner, after having been duly advertised, asin and by the provisions of
the said first-above recited Act is required, shall be again taken as before
o a magistrate, and by him discharged from custody, or otherwise dealt
vith according to law, and so much of the said Act as directs that the \{""“36 much ot
prisoner, if not claimed as a Slave by his or her owner or owners, Withif directs them to be
the year as aforesaid, shall be sold as a Slave, shall be and the same is sus- podean totsslaimed
pended for and during the continuance of this Act. - SeRdUibe” nginstt

6.— And be it further enacted, that any person of free condition, who Punishment of per-
shall knowingly aid, abet, or in any manner assist in ‘harbouring or con- s (;{,,ﬂ}[e‘f,‘,ffﬁ:fg,’;
cealing any runaway Slave or Slaves, or in their deserting and going offaid, abet, harbuun
these islands to another, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and on convic- dal\j\f'{aycsr)!g(;z? s
tion thereof shall suffer fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of-
the court in which the offender shall be tried, and also further imprison-
‘ment until such fine shall be paid: Provided however, that the governor or
wmmander-in-chief for the time being, may with the advice and consent

of his Majesty’s council, in and for these islands, with the assent of the

wnvicted offender, commute the imprisonment in either case to banishment

for life from these islands, but at the sole proper charge and expense of such

offender, and in such manuner and on such conditions as to the time within

which such offender shall depart, as the governor or commander-in-chief

dll designate or appoint ; and should such offender not so depart within

the time so limited or appointed, or after having departed, shall be again

found at large within the limits of this government, such offender shall, on

eonviction thereof, be sentenced to imprisonment for life: Provided how-

ever that in case of unavoidable accident, or necessity, the governor or com-

nander-in-chief may enlarge at discretion the time for the departure of any

such offender as aforesaid, and all Slaves guilty oflike offences as last afore- = Punishment or
sud, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by flogging, and receive not jiives for the like
more than two hundred nor less than fifty stripes, on the bare back, at the :

discretion of the court before whom they shall be tried ; and so much of Andsomucliof the
fhe thirtieth, fifty-third, and' fifty-fourth sections of the said first above ok TR e e
Jecited Act, to which this Actis an amendment, and of any other provisions ath Geo. 1V. as con-
of the same, as in any manner contravene, or are inconsistent with the e o e
several last- mentioned provisions of this' Act as aforesaid, touching the issuspended.
pmishment of free persons or Slaves, harbouring runaways, or assisting

them in desertion, be, and the same are hereby suspended, during the con-

tinuance of this Act: Provided, however, that nothing in this Act con-

taned shall in any manner preclude any person or persons, injured by de-

sertion of Slaves, from any action  of damages which he, she, or they might

otherwise lawfully have against him, her, or them who shall have so

huboured such runaways, or assisted them in'their desertion as aforesaid,

: ) npain 240 | '
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Punishment of free 7 — And be it further enacted, that if any free Negro, Mulatto, Mustee,

Negroes, Mulattoes,

Mustees, Indians, or IDdian, or other person of colour, shall use any threats of unlawful violence

Solon e persons of gy injury, or any scandalous or other abusive language, to any white person
colour, for wusing 8§ 7S

s ooF mlawful OF persons, such free Negro, Mulatto, Mustee, Indian, or other person of
dalamces orany sean- oolour, shall and may on complaint, under oath of the party menaced or
guage to a white per- insulted, be lawfully tried for the same before any two or more magistrates,
el Bofots tarsnn ON the Island of New Providence, and before any one magistrate and two
gistrates iuo}.\‘ege?g?; white freeholders, on any other island, and on confession or conviction
one magistrate and LR€reof, be, by the said magistrates, or magistrate and freeholders, fined in
two freeholders on g sum not more than twenty pounds of lawful money of these islands, and
P cheand. e ¢ by them committed to Jail or other place of confinement until such fine is
twenty pounds. Im- paid, provided such confinement shall not exceed the term of six months
e o LIk (0 6% snd 1€ any Slave shall be in like manner convieted before two magistrates
punishment of Slaves of any like offence, as last aforesaid, such Slave shall be punished by whip:
for the like offence. . 5 J
ping, and to receive not more than fifty lashes.

Panishment of Slaves,  8.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is and
car lse of the vhib, ghall henceforth be unlawful for any person or persons within the suid
strameut for the pur- Bahama Islands, to use any whip, eat, or other instrament of the like nature,
pose  of coercing

Slaves to labour in WHile superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves in or upon the fild

the field oraboutany of any plantation, or at or about any salt pond within the said islands, for

S deelered iy purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to perform labour
of any kind or nature whatsoever ; and in case any person or persons, coj-
trary to the provisions of this Act, shall use any whip, cat, or other instr.
ment as aforesaid, while superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves,
in or upon the field of any such plantation, or at or about any such salt
pond, for the purpose of impelling or coereing any Slave or Slaves to per-
form labour of any kind or nature whatsoever, then, and in every such case,
the person or persons so offending, and each and every the person or persons

porsons  offending thereunto directing, authorizing, instigating, or procuring or aiding, assist

meonn " ing or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour.

Imeanounr, o o2 :

It is declared unlaw-  Oth,— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is, and

::Llre;‘?:eri?)yint})iﬁ:sg::hellceforth shall be unlawful for any person or persons within these said

3113;,513:?;; wyoneislands to inflict in any.one day, upon any Slave, for any offence, or uponany

&c., more thanthirty- ground, or for any reason whatsoever, any number of stripes or lashes ex.

whip ang S1ove valen Ce€d 1R thirty-nine in the whole, or to inflict upon any such Slaye any

he shall be free from punishment or correetion, by the whipping, scourging, or beating of his

gi";y“e‘(iw‘f?g;m“fo"rfgg; person, unless the person of such Slave shall, at the time of such punishment

VORI o O correction, be free from any laceration occasioned by any previous whip-

othier person authoriz- PING, scourging, or b.eatmg, or to inflict upon any such Slave any such

1Bk the Proswrent: punishment or correction as afor.esgld,_ unless the owner or other person by

witness the whole of WHOSE authority the punishment is inflicted shall be present at and witness

the punishwent.  the inflietion 'of the whole of such punishment ; and in case any person or

Persons, contrary to the provisions of this Act, shall infliet in any one day,

upon any one Slave, for any offence, or upon any ground, or for any reason

whatsoever, any number of stripes or lashes exceeding thirty-nine in the

whole, or shall whip, scourge, or beat any such Slave at any time, when

there may be upon his person any laceration, occasioned by any former whip:

ping, scourging or beating, or shall inflict upon any Slave any such punish-

ment or correction as aforesaid, without the presence and attendance during

the whole of such punishment, of the owner or other person by whose

authority such punishment is inflicted, then, and in every such case, the

Persons  offending person or persons so offending, and such and every the person or persons

golity of a misde- thereunto directing, authorizing, instigating or procuring, or aiding, assist

é P.'-uyiso. _ ing, or abetting, éhall.be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour Provided,

;1 Ol;lattai::g(t]lul;ﬁaﬁer::: nevertheless, that nothing herein eontained shall extend, or be construed

tend w any punish- to extend, to any punishment or punishments which may be inflicted upon

RO Do s O such Slave, under or by virtue of any sentence or judgment of any

e dudi magistrate or magistrates, or other court of competent jurisdiction: Pr-

The owner need not Vided alse, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed (o

pe bresent when the extend, to require the presence. of the owner or other person by whos

cd by a jailer or work. authority the punishment is inflicted, when the same shall be inflicted by
house keeper. the keeper of a jail OF supervisor of a workhouse.

Nofemale Slave shall  10.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it is
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and henceforth shall be unlawful to correct or punish by whipping' or flog- nereatter be stripped
ging any female Slave within the said islands, for’any offence committed by In the presence of any
any such Slave, in the presence of any 'male '‘person, ‘excepting only ol e S
owner, or owners of such Slaves or others, by whose authority’such punish-'""
nentis inflicted, and the pérsons actually inflicting ‘the same; and’if any
person or persons within the said islands shall whip, flog, or correct any such
female Slave otherwise than as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, the -
person or persons so offending, and each ‘and’ every person Or persons Perwons' - offending
thereunto directing, authorizing, mitigating, or-procuring ‘or aiding, oruly. of a misde-
wsisting, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour. =~~~ = :

11~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any The punishment of
Slave shall hereafter commit any offence within' the said _isl’ands,"Wh‘ich_by‘ﬁ{g;elfé by, flogging
he law or laws now in force there, are punishable by whipping ‘or flog- any of the modes
ging; it shall and may be lawful for the owner, manager, or other person o pnjlimeny afier
or petsons in charge of any such offending Slave, at the discretion of any 1st. Solitary confine
sichowner, manager, or other persons in charge as aforesaid, to commute the T o
puishment of flogging, for one or othér of the punishments or modes of
mnishment hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, first, by solitary confine-
ment with or without work, in any fit ‘and proper place, on any plantation
or estate or elsewhere within the said'islands: Provided that no such
wlitary confinement shall continue for any greater period, or be of longer
duation than fourteen days at a time for any oné offencé, and that no such
Slave shall be subjected to any punishment by solitary confinement more
hantwenty-one days in any one calendar month':' Secondly, by field stocks 2d. By field stocks.
for confinement of the hands: Provided that the said period of, any such .
wnfinement shall not ‘at any one tinie ‘exeded six hours, and:shall not be
epeated a second time, until -twenty-four hours ‘betwéeen the time of any,
such repetition, ‘and ' the termination 'of any ‘such previous punishment:

Thirdly, by horse stocks for the hands anid féet, or either’of them, with or 5d.:By horse stocks
without seats during any period of the day: Provided that the period of ...
ay such confinement shall not exeeed four hours for any one offence, and , #o-
fat no such' punishiment shall be' repeated " twice  within. the period of - 1. ..
twelve hours:~ Fourthly, by bed’ stocks' for ‘the confinement of the feet qm, By bed stocks.
duing the night: Provided that mo such punishment shall be repeated = o o
within the period of twelve hours: Fifthly, by distinguisliing dresses to be sti. By distinguish-
wed elther with or without the stocks: Provided that such punishnient he ™§®eses: -
wt continued for any longer period than ten days for any one offence, and The' duration of the
fhat the same be not repeated within' one Wweek between the ‘time of any hupishients st the
sich repetition and the termination of any such previous punishment, ; ©  petition of it defined.
19—And ‘be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any peisons violating the
pison or persons shall repeat any such punishimént as aforesaid; at g pritioP e les,
wrlier period than is hereby allowed, ‘or shall continue any such punish- i sis sections  shall
nent beyond the period of duration for that purpose herein“prescribed and e suilty of a misde-
linited, or shall use any stocks for the ‘purpose of punishment in any such :
manner as to affect the health of 'the ‘Slave confined therein, or to inflict
ay permanent injury on his'or Her person’; or shall fail to supply the
Slave undergoing any such punishment, where the same shall econtinue for
mote than twelve hours, with a'proper quantity-of prepared farinacéous
lnod, and with a'proper supply’ of water, or who shall punish any woman,
kown or supposed by him to be pregnant, hy solitary confinement, or by
wystocks applied in such a manner as to produce the risk of a miscarriage,
then, and in every such case, the person or perSons so offending, and each
ind every the person or persons thercunto directing, authorizing, instigat-
ing, or procuring, or aiding, assisting, or abetting, '$§;1;11'}56‘ deemed guilty of
amisdemeanour. St i e R e S Beir i
18.—~And whereas the improvement which, has been for seyeral years Evidence of Staves.
st In progress in the moral condition of the Slave population of these jiove ggmied (0
klands, renders it at this time safe and expedient to admit Slaves with certain  exceptions
trtain exceptions, and under certain restrictions to give evidencé in cases, 3::?2212.‘3:," i criliaad
il and criminal : Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that criminal cases.
lom and after the passing of this Aect, all Slaves not being natives of Africa Mustnotbenatives of
who shall have resided in this colony five years'and upwards, and who gg';gaﬁ;g';:;;:‘;g R
shall have been suffieiently instructed in the Christian religion to under- colony, aud under-
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stand the nature and ) R o : ;
v S Lty stand the nature and obligation of an oath to be certified as is hereinater

Admitted as witnesses S€t{orth, shall, during the continuance of this Act and no longer, be admitte]
‘L‘;pf;"‘;(f’;il;“t‘]‘;’z Exjas witnesses in ‘all eivil cases (except as is hereinafter excepted) in the
courts and before all SeVeral courts of these islands, and before all magistrates and other anthor-
magistrates. . ties legally compétent to administer oaths: and also in like manner g al
b criwinal cases (ex- criminal cases (except as'is hereinafter excepted) prosecuted or to be pro-
1;y‘w’ay of mdictment Secuted by way-of indictment according to the course of the common lay:
eonamgto the com: it heing hereby provided, and it is hereby further enacted, thatno Slave shall

Proviso. ~~ under any pretence be admitted to give evidence in the prosecution of
ag Lrde ovidence free persons by way of libel, plaint or other proceedings at law in cases of
free persons by way penalty or forfeiture or otherwise, on any account whatsoever, wWhen fe’
;;};f;;ﬁ:;‘ ey op facts of the same are tried or liable to be tried otherwise than by trial by
T e Whentjung according to the usual course of the common law, or some Act or Acts
otherwise than by a Of t}le General Assembly of these islands 4 neither shall any Slave be
N i admitted. to give evidence in the prosecution of free persons by way of
formation although INformation ex officio, or vtherwise in any court of law or equity, ‘even I
}gc :ﬁll:v'fmy betried cages in which the parts of the case may be tried by a jury. i
Clergymen of thees.  14.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that fion
tablished  church of and after the passing of this Act, every clergyman of the established church
asind, I minhs of England, and every minister of the kirk of Scotland, shall be and he i
?fogunl?:]t’ JAuthorized hereby authorized to transmit and deliver under his hand to the clerk of
of ~competency to tH€ Crown, certificates setting forth the names or name and places or place
ig:;; oy mame.and o abode of ‘any Slaves or Slave, together with the name or names of the

: b ~.owner or owners, and the colour and probable age of each, who, intht
judgment and belief of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently in."
structed in the principles of religion to understand the nature and obligation
of an oath ; and the said clerk of the crown to whom any such certificates
shall have been so transmitted or delivered, shall forthwith register e
same -in‘a book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating therein the
date of every such certificate, and’ the name ‘and place of abode of the
person' by whom the same may have been granted, together with the nant
or names of the owner or owners, and the colour, size, and probable ageuf
each and every Slave mentioned and included therein, and for every such

To be registered by CeTtificate so registered by the clerk of ‘the ‘erown he shall be entifled to
the clerk of ' the sum of two shillings to be paid to him quarterly by warrant of th
Et‘i!?’é:,’cy“ﬁ, X paid governor or commander in chief in council on the treasurer of the colony,
by thecdlony. " in ' the!same ‘manner as other quarterly accounts against’ the publicar

. Provisa, -~ usually rendered-and paid: Provided always, that nothing herein con-

‘fe‘i-it‘ﬁ‘ﬂli‘i‘“i?i-'.‘:%lffb‘ﬂf tained shall be held orin any manner construed to prevent any competent
tency, Slaves may be agistrate or jury from' examining any witness on his voir dire or otherwis,
examined on tieitas 'to his or her religious instruction ‘and capacity to understand the nature
religious insiruction and ‘obligation of an oath, and decide accordingly as to the competency or
s e credibility; asithe case may be, of all such’ witnesses, any such’ certificates
as‘aforesaid to the contrary notwithstanding. - i

15~And be it further enacted by ‘the authority aforesaid, that n

- person shall henceforth be rejected as a witness, or be considered incompe:

tent to give ‘evidence in any court of civil or criminal justice within the

said Bahama Islands, in any case or cases in which Slaves shall be con

petent to give evidence in pursuance of'the provisions of this or any other

Act of the General Assembly of these islands, and not otherwise, by reason

The person by whom Of his or her being in a state of Slavery, if the person or persons by who

e vitmebodhees such Slave may be produced and tendered as a witness, shall also produce

also produce to the and. exhibt to the court a certificate under the hand of the said clerkof

A cg,’.:,'l‘jg;‘;g.the crown, that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned

siness is egistered. book ; and the said clerk of the crown shall, and he is hereby required fo'
This certificate to be

given gratis. . grgnt ..“:ithout fee or reward to any person making applic.ation fgr the'sam'e,

. a certificate of -the fact, whether any such proposed witness is or is ot
A Slaveroviso. o« Tegistered in the said book: Provided always, that no person being ina
A Slavemot admitted - €

to. give - evidence State of Slavery shall be admitted to give evidence in any case whereina

;’%;‘,*‘Lifi;f.‘g;{‘i;?. L' white person may be charged with, or prosecuted for any offence punishable
secuted for an offence With death, or against the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, in any
punishablewitlideath, Goriimon prosccution’ whatsoever : Provided also, that nothing herein con-
in a?i} e‘rirgi_rtxlal;}iro; tained shall extend; or be construed to extend, to render any Slave'a
‘secution whatever, - - ) A R ) : " /

'
L
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competent witness in the law. in any case in which such Slave would be Eisdhat oub 44 benilet
a av e

mco:npefent to give evidence if he or she were a white person, or to wimess in any case in

epart; take away from, or diminish any power or authority which any court hich he would be
incompe'ent if a white

of criminal justice within the said islands now already hath, to admit in any person, nor to dimi-

ase the evidence of persons being in a state of Slavery. mish the power which
any court already

| ' hath, to admit in any case the evidence of a Slave.

[6—~Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority Bavamb it eni-

iloresaid, that no Slave to be admitted as a witness, under and by virtue of ¢\ mied previously

flis Act, shall be allowed to give evidence of any fact whatsoever; which to the registration of
their competency.

nay have been committed, or alleged to have been committed, or to have

tiken place, in any manner whatsoever at any time previous to the date of

the registration of his or her competency with the clerk of the crown as

doresaid, anythlntr herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.

I7.=And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave

shall on any account, or under any pretext, or on any pretence whatsoever,

inany cause, civil or criminal, or any proceedings in or concerning the

ame in any court of law or equity, or before any magistrate or “other

athority lawfully competent to administer oaths, be admitted to give any

naner of evidence, either by way of affidavit, deposition, declaration, or

esmination under oath or otherwise, of any fact or circumstance whatsoevel,

dther directly, indirectly, or by implication, incidently or in any manner Nor in any ease.

whatsoever, touching any right or claim, or supposed right or claim of any {irectly ":’!"“'"‘““V
o the claim of

Slave or Slaves, or asbelted Slave or Slaves to be or bccome free, or 1in auy Slave to freedom.

any manner exempthom his, her, or their obligation of servitude, or asserted

iligation of servitude to the owner or owners, or asserted owner or

ovners of 'such Slave or Slaves, or in any manner to affect the full and

omplete right, title, claim and authority of such owner or owners, or

sserted owner or owners, into, or over such Slave or Slaves as such ; and

diould any such forbidden evidence as aforesaid, be through lgnorance,

mdvertency, or otherwise, in any manner admitted or taken as aforesaid,

wnfrary to the foregoing provisions of this Act, and the true intent and

neaning thereof, : al l Such evidence shall be, and be held and considered

aalllecral and of none effect whaisoever.
8—And be it further enacted by the authority aforeqald that Slaves Nor shall a Slave be

a competent witness

shall not under any circumstances be competent witnesses to attest or prove g, prove the execution

the execution of any deed, or other instrament of writing, or the making of any deed or writing,
or any will intended

id publishing oi any last will and testament, or document at any time g, e manumission

tended for such manumitting or relating to the manumission of any Slaye or of a Slave, or convey-
ing or bequeathing

Saves, whether with or w1thout condmon , limitations, or rebtuctwnn, O 11 Slaves.

oy manner whatsocver, or conveymg, bequeathm assigning, transferring,

o disposing of any Slave or Slaves, or in any manner aﬂ'ectmg the 1'1bht

lile, interest or property of any person or persons whatsoever, in or to the

sme; Provided however, that Slaves duly qualilied to give evidence as Peivisc.
doresaid, if sufficiently literate to read and write, shall be competent to That Slaves duly

y . qualified to give evi-
iest and prove: the execution of all other deeds, wills, and instruments of dunce, 1 soffictently

miing: - And provided also, that the attestation of any such last-men- literate to read and
g write, may attest and
foned nstruments by a Slave duly qualified to. give evidence as aforesaid findve ofh A gt

fll be, and be held good and valid in law as to such part or parts of the wills.

wid last-mentioned instruments, as shall not in any manner relate to the And the attestation
of a Slave toany such

mnumission of, or other disposition of property in Slaves : And provided iast.mentioned instru-

o, that nothing hereinbefore . contained shall be held, construed, or ments shall be valid
as to such parts of
underatuod in.any manner to prevent Slaves duly quahhed as aforesald them as do not relate
iom being - competent to give evidence in any matters concerning the to the manumission,
or disposition of pro-

light, lltle and interest of other ulaves, in and to any goods or eﬂccts, perty in a Slave.

real or personal, debts, covenants, or promises, or offencca, or injuries And Slaves duly qua-
lified may give evi-

unmitted by or against the person or property of a Slave, wherein 10 dence concerning the
Question of heedom or one touching the property of any free person in right of Slaves to

ods, or effects, or

Slaves, shall be duectly or indirectly involved. real catate, debls, co-
venits, promises, or offences, wlierein no question of freedom, or: touching the property of free per Slaves may be involved.
19—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the evidence The evidence  of
Slaves (duly qualified)

of Slaves duly qualified as aforesaid, shall ( e*{cept in the several cases herein- shall, except as here-
A inafter excepted, be
iter excepted, or concerning which provision is otherwise made in and by peive " aehtee o

this Act) be admitted under ‘oaih received, taken and acted on in the same under oath as the
2X

€
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evidence of others is manner and to the same effect in all respects, as the evidence of other i
taken, and subject to - PSR . a2 e :
the same rules, ex- IOW or may be admitted and taken in similar cases, and subject to the sane
S e e lee of law and practice, except that no Slave shal_l be in any case examined
bene exse, or othervise debene esse In any cause by commission, or rule of court, or otherwise than
o Vi voce In 0PEN 1, g 1oce in open court: Provided however, that when any Slave admitted
; to give evidence (whether in fact qualified according to the provisionsof
this Act or not,) shall on any occasion commit wilful and corrupt perjury,
or if any Slave shall be guilty of subornation of perjury in or touching any
causes, trials, or other proceedings in the General Court, or Court of
Perjury and suborna- Admiralty Sessions, or in any affidavit, examinations, or other proceedings
;‘3::“;’1‘;5’_""’“"3’ non before magistrates, coroners, or other authorities, in which suits or prose.
cutions in the General Court, or Court of Admiralty Sessions are ustally
grounded, the parties charged with such perjury, or subornation of perjury,
shall be tried for the same in the said General Court, but in all other cases
of perjury, or subornation of perjury by Slaves or others, liable to be tried
in Slave Courts according to the form and effect of the Act of Assembly
already in such case made and provided: and on the conviction of every
Slave as aforesaid, eitherin the General Court, or other court of competent
jurisdiction in the premises, of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornatioy
of perjury, the party convicted shall be forthwith punished with not mor
than one hundred nor less than fifty lashes, publicly inflicted on the b
back, and shall be conspicuously and indelibly branded by a hot iron brand
in the middle of the forehead or cheek with the letter P, of at least oneincl
and three quarters of an inch in length, and shall further be and remai
utterly disqualified for giving evidence, or deposing under oath in any case
or legal proceedings whatsoever, for ever afterwards.
Toremove thedowbts ~ 20-——And whereas doubts have been entertained by sundry consi
of conscientious per- €ntious persons within these islands, whether the evidence of any one o
g more competent witnesses, when not contradicted or impugned hy othe
evidence, is notlegally entitled to full faith and credit, notwithstanding
that the court and jury may have good cause to question the veracity of
the witnesses on the truth of their statements . And whereas, on tht
account, objections have been taken to the admission of Slave eviden
altogether, and it is therefore expedient that all such doubts should be
removed : Be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforessil
that whensoever any witnesses whatsoever, white, black, or coloured, free
or Slaves, are examined as witnesses by or before any court, Judge, or
Judges, magistrate, or magistrates, or other lawful authority in this behal
or by or before any grand, special, or petit jury, or inquest, of whatsoer:
nature such inquest shall or may be, it shall and may be competent foral
such courts, judges, magistrates, and other authorities aforesaid, and for
all such juries, to discredit and reject either wholly or in part, the evidence
of all such witnesses, although the same shall not have been actually
contradicted or impugned by other evidence at the same trial, investigatio,
or inquiry, whensoever from the notorious bad character, ot obrios
ignorance or incapacity of any witness so examined, the great impr-
bability of the truth of the witness’s statements, the inconsistency of sich
statements on comparison of one part of the same with another, orany fii
ground of violent presumption that the testimony of the witness is given
under the influence of vindictive or dishonest motives, or any direct
though latent interest in the cause,—credence shall and may be consc
entiously refused to the evidence in question.
Reciting the Act for _ 2! .——J’\nd.whereag, in and by an Act passed il}. the fourth year of hi
_pranting 3fh;:}t-!.:fi|rei§; Majesty’s reign, entitled «“ An Act for granting a further Extension of Priri
to certain free persons LCZES to certain free Persons of Colour in certain Cases” it is enacted thit
of colour, and the pro- a]| creole Negroes, Mulattoes, and other persons of colour born within these
viso therein contain- . 3 i i ; TELEY,
ed, and in this seetion 181ands, or elsewhere, although not free at the time of their birth, but who
‘ ::2;;:‘{:;(::1& that i shall have been lawfully manumitted by bequest, deed of gift, or otherwise,
. such proviso, and who shall have actually and bond fide enjoyed astate of freedom for he
space of five years at least, within these islands, and professing the
Christian religion, shall be admitted to all the rights, privileges and imm-
nities of persons of colour born free, within these islands, within the intent

and meaning of this (the last above recited) Act; provided however th
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o such manumiited person or persons shall be allowed to give evidence of
any treason, fclony, misdemeanour, or other offence ac'amst the ‘peace or
trespasses with force, whichmay or shall have been commltted or alleged
to have been commltted previous to their emancipation ; and whereas it
is expedient that the said proviso should be amended: Be it furtherItisenacted that all
énacted by the authority aforesaid, that all manumitted Slaves who while in B e o e
a state of Slavery shall have been duly registered under the provisions of shall have been duly
this Act in the office of the clerk of the crown as compeétent witnesses shall act shall be allowed
be allowed to give evidence as to any factor facts committed, or alleged !© sive evidence of
to have been c()mmltted or to have or in any manner taken place subse- subseqnently to_their
uent to the date of their said registration, anything in the said last above registration.
recited Act to the contrary notwithstanding. ' Provided however that such
manumitted Slave shall not be competent to prove any fact or facts which
shall have heen, or alleged to have been, committed or to have taken place
In any manner wh'xt&,ouver, at any time between his or her registration of But not any question
competency as aforesaid, and his or her emancipation, which shall or Ay
hear in any- manner directly, or indirectly, on any question as to the iugthe life of a white
freedom or right to freedom of any Slave, or asserted Slave, ‘oraffect the frabegl ;'}ﬁ;’;‘::y"g;.
life of any white person, or the person, liberty, or property of his or her his former owner in

late owner or owners in any criminal prosecution whatsoever. é e
92, —Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority No subpena ad testifi

afoncsald that no writ of subpaem ad testificandum, or ‘other process of like i zﬁ;“SIavbce

nature, shall ‘be.issued out of any court, or by any magistrate ‘or other bt witen i eHid e

authority, to be addressed to orserved upon any Slave or Slaves Wh'dt‘-:OeVCl, i1i6 iods of Diodeads

111 any case, civil or eriminal, or in any manner whatsoever, and the i issuing “:;m‘:d D(I;lf*t““m“th‘li

or service of any such writ or process shall be, and be held void, and of section.

none effect to all intents and purposes whatsoevel anything in this Act

héfore contained to the contrary notwnhstandm g but whcn the evidence

of any Slave or Slaves shall, or may be on any occasion lawfully re~

quired, the court in or magistrate or. other authority before which such

evidence shall or may be so required, shall have authority to issue a writ

ot process in the nature of a habeas corpus ad testificandum, to be addressed to

the owWner, employels, or others, hfwmo' actual possession or charge of such

Slave or Slaves, commanding the said ( owners or others as afmebcud to pro-

duce the body or bodies of buch Slave or Slaves, naming them };‘H‘thll]ally,

and designating their place of abode, and the name or names of the owner

or owners, and_the colour, sex, and probable age of such Slaye or Slaves,

accondmo' to their registration 1espcct1vcly n the office of the clerk of the

Clown. as a{mesald in pursuance  of this or any other Act of assembly, in

such case made and provided, at a certain time and place to be thérein ap-

pomtcd before such court, magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid, to

give evidence as aforesaid, and the names and descriptions as aforesaid, of

any number of Slaves being actually the property of or under the charge of

the same person or persons, shall and may be included in the'same writ or

process of fudeas :corpus as aforesaid; and in case of refusal or neglect to

(1 bey-any-such last mentioned writ or process aforesaid, those who shall so

«efuse or neglect to_obey the same, shall be liable to all and singular the

fame pains. and penalties, suits and actions, as parties in contempt being

o free persons, for disobedience to a subpena ad testificandum addressed to

themselves by the sald courts, magistrates, or other authorities as aforesaid

respectively are, or wonld be liable to, and in the same manner and form,

and to the same effect in every respect whatsoever, and for each and every

Slave so to be produced in obedience to any writ or process of habeas corpus

as aforesaid herein provided for, the owners or others having charge of such

Slave or Slaves shall be entltled to receive from the palty requiring the

evidence of such Slave or Slaves, or from the public, when such evidence

1 shall or may be required on the part of the crown, in any criminal prosecu-

tion, the same allowance in all respects for t1ave111110' expenses and sub-

mstence, as are and may be lawfully demanded by flee persons subpenaed

to give evidence in like cases: Provided, however, that in all civil cases,

no writ or process.of habeas corpus as aforesaid, shall be issued as aforesaid, .

coumanding the production of any Slave or Slaves as witnesses as afore-

said, until aftcr the party applying for such last mentioned writ or process

shall have made affidavit, or cause the same to be made by some one or
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more competent and credible person or persons before-the: court, or some
judge thereof, or the magistrate ot other authority aforesaid, before Which,
such ‘Slave or Slaves is ot aré about to be required to be pxoduccd for the,

urposes aforesaid, stating under ‘'oath that the evidence of such Slave 01'
purj

Slaves is'absolutely mateual in the cause or matter in which such Slave or
Slaves iy or are to be 'examined, and that the party applicant does not re-
quire the production ‘as '1101‘(,‘-«11(] of more than two of the said Slaves,

to any point at issue in the said cause or matter in which they are tobe ex
amined as aforesaid, or any one or more Slaves to any point, matter, or thmfr_. 5
concerning whichsuch Slave or Slaves shall be legally incompetent to tC:tlfY.,!!_
orgive ev1dence, according'to the provisions ot this Act, or of anyother Actof
the General Assembly of thObC islands, or of the practice of the courls ﬂf‘,’;;
these islands, all which affidaviisshall in'the General Court be made accoxdmtr“_),_
to the form ‘and effect of the blank form unto this Act annexed, and inall |
other' courts, ‘and before all magistrates and other authorities aforesaid,
the same 1n substance, and as ncarly as may be, in form also, chantrmv,
only what it may be necessary to change, so as to suit the style and prac.
tice of such other courts and authoritics aforesaid respectively ; ~and whex
any person or persons, shall in any such affidavit as aforesaid, wilfully de-
pose to any statements therein knowing the same to be false, or not knowmd} 3
the same to be true, he, she, or they shall be held cuilty of wilful and cor-
rupt perjury, and he she, or they, and any person or persons who shall
suborn anotheror others, so'to commit wilful perjury as aforesaid, in anysuch .,
affidavit as ‘aforesaid, shall ‘e liable' to prosecution and pumshment fors’, -

wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury, (as the case may be,)-

as is hereinbefore provided in such cases. And provided also thatin such

> “ " cases of eriminal plOSBLllthIl at the suit of the crown, such writ or process

1. of habeus corpus - as ‘aforesaid, shall be issued only by the especial fiaf of

o some judge, magistrate; or authority aforesaid, and shall require the pro-
duction only of Such Slave or Slaves, the matcnnhty or probable materiality

‘' of whose ‘evidence shall distinctly appear in and by one or more of the .

. . .afhidavits or examinations already taken 'in or concerning the same matter
Proviso. . Proyided however, that nothing herein contained shall’ be taken, or m any“,'.‘

In cases . where n

Slaves are: competent manner understood, to prévent crimmal prosecutions from originating in or |
being grounded on the voluntary affidavits or examinations of Siaves under:
grounded on their vo- 0ath, in ‘all cases in which thcy may be competent witnesses accmdmg to,

witnesses, crlmmal
prosecutions may  be

luntary affidavits. . 41 o provisions of this Act.

- 23.—And be it farther enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whena___;l

soever owners or'others'in actual charge of ‘any Slave or Slaves shall be .

, served with any writ ‘'or process’ of hisbers' corpus aforesaid, requiring the .
Owners oF Slave when Production of anysuceh Slave or Slaves, for the purposes aforesald oranyof

produciug” them to them, and the said owners or others in ‘charge ‘as aforesaid, shall attend in;,

give evidence . under

hubeas corpus to. be PEIson with the said Slave or Slaves, in order to produce the same as afore-
allowed a_reasonable gajd  or shall employ others to p:oduce the’ same as aforesaid, there shall ',

compensation, to be:

awarded by court or D@ allowed to such ‘owners or others as aforesaid, S0 employed in. produc:
“ing the said ‘Slave or Slaves, such reasonable compensation as the court,” .
'maqlstrate, or other authority as aforesaid may award for their expenses .
and trouble in condacting such Slave or Slaves to such court, magistrate,

or other authority as aforesaid, there producing the said Slave or SlaVCb for "
the purposes aforesaid, and ‘reconducting such Slave or Slaves to his, her, ..
...or their places of employmcnt to be pald by the parties respectively requir- .
ing the testimony of'such Slaves, or the public, as herembefore providedin.
-=prosecutions on the part of the' crown, all which compensatmns and ex- ..
~..penses last aforesaid shall in all civil cases be taxed with other costs agamat_ ¥
the 'parties, eventually liable to pay the same, unless when it shall appearto
... the court that'a needless expense’ has been incurred through malice, wai+~
tonness, or folly, in‘requiring the production of unnecessaly Slave wite
nesses, in° which cases all such needless expenses shall be taxe(l onl;f"f{,,ﬂ

magistrate,

against the party which shall so have incurred the same.

Slaves required to  24.—And be it-further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and.
after the issuing of any such writ or process ‘of habeas corpus as aforesaid, .

give evndeme, sha!l
upon the issning of
any such habeas enpus the Slaves therem named shall nevertheless be “and - continue, and be con-

remain in the esclu-
sive charge of their Sidered as being wholly and exclusively in‘the charge, custody, and keeping

owaers. of their owners or others acting directly or mdlrectly under  the authority
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of snch owners, or. their lawful personal representatives, excepting only,

while such ‘Slaves shall be actuaily under examination before any. sucix Except when actually
court, magistrate, ‘or other authority as aforesaid, during which time, and Hriesieiat o

no longer, the said Slaves shall be held and considered subject.exclusively e
{0 {h¢ anthority and under the immediate protection of such court; magis-

frate, ot authority aforesaid, anything in this Act contained to the contrary

notwithstanding : * Provided however, that in all cases of prosecution for . puiso,

treason, felony, or breach of the peace, it shall and may be lawful for all That Siaves to be ex-
judges, magistrates, and coroners to commit to safe custody, for the purpose m Yeoison. el
of being produced and examined as witnesses in ‘such prosecutions,: any s moy be com-
Slave o ‘Slaves, who on' their confession, or the.evidence of others under: jesstacir ownersenter
outh, shiall and may be considered material and legal witnesses on the part e ance. jor
of sich prosecutions, unless the owners of such Slaves ‘or others duly

qualified on their behalf, shall enter into recognizance conditioned for the.

production of such witnesses at the trial of such prosecutions in' like man-

ner a8 recogiiizances - are or may be by law required, conditioned for the

appeatance of witnesses in like cases.

95.—And be it further enacted, that the costs and charges be allowed Costs and charges on

the Zabeus corpusie-

upon any stich writ - ox” habeas corpus ad lestificandum as aforesaid, and the yuieq.
ervicé thereof shall be the same in all respects, as those chargeable by law
on a wiit of subpeena ad testificandum and no more. it

96-LAnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Myitiages S Siges
SO mucih of . the AC

alter thie passing of this Act, so much and such parts of the above:recited i Geo. 1V.) to which
Act, fo which this Act is an amendment, as relate to marriages between (s Act is an amend-
S danB U o i (13K - . ‘ys : ment, as relates to
Slavés, and between Slaves and persons of free condition be, and the same wparriages  between

are heteby declared to be, suspended, during the continuance of this Agt ;;Slayes and betwecn
s . e} Slaves and persons of

97.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall free  condition; is
and may be lawful for Slaves, by and with the consent of .their owner. orheichy suspended.
ownets, and not otherwise, to intermarry with Slaves, and. with persons of 2{;:;;*‘*;,‘;?1;*,:‘1;5,}

iree condition in manner and form and to the same effect and according to intermarry _ with
¢ il Slaves, or with per-

fhe same laws, restrictions, and provisions canonical and civil, as! MAITIAZES 5ot of (ree condition

are now or may be solemnized between free white persons in these islands, yifl the conseyt of
‘ &% their owners, and not

vith the exception that a permission or consent in writing of the owner or yriciwise, in the
ownets of such Slave or Slaves so to intermarry, shall supersede: the neees- same maoncras free
. BilR 1) . oIk JEANALE . _ . white persons, except
sty in'any_publication, of banns or other license whatsoever : Provided that the' consent of
that such permission shall be delivered under the hand or hands of such -';":Sé’d":“&fc zt:{‘sqﬁ“y
ownct or owners, to the officiating minister, or magistrate, or other person of banns ‘orlicense.

athorized to solemnize such marriages, at least fourteen days before the The permission of the
slemnization . of any such Slave marriages, and that the same shall be so- B

lemnized on a Sunday, in the usual public manner, and in some church or livered G miite
pblic place of religious worship, when there shall be.such within a reason- o Bt sl

able d_istanc'e’q'f' the, residence of the parties to be so married, between the riages slhz_xll be.. §i
hours of eight in the morning and twelve at noon. Ry ¥ -

9%—And be it further enacted by, the ;authority. .aforesaid,-that in .and Aftcr the permission
by virtue of every permission or. consent of the owner or owners of such D5y oot i\ ste
Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, any clergyman . of the established church of gfagig;z Bt ;{;e
Ingland and Ireland, or any minister of.the kirk of Scotland, or any public lemnized. i
teacher of religion . within the said islands being a free white person and
aying on_there no other business, profession or occupation with a view
t profit, except that of a schoolmaster, (or in case there shall be no such
dergyman, minister, or. public: teacher of religion on the island or quay :
vheteat such marriage is to be. celebrated, then any justice of the peace s linioeof pogt
there) shall be authorized to solemnize the marriage of such Slaves or of ot
such Slave and free person : Provided always that no such public teacher In whatcase the per-
ol eligion (not being -a clergyman of the church of England, or a minister fon foenn tE s
of the kirk of Scotland) shall be so authorized to solemnize any such mar- thorized to do so by
tiage, unless the governor or commander in chief for the time being shall éﬂﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁ;",ﬂ,’fkﬁf‘? 4

have first granted to such public teacher, a writien license to celebrate
marriages, nor unless such license shall have been duly registered in the
moper office of this government, and shall continue to be in force at the -
tine of his being so authorized to solemnize any such marriage.
%.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall
wd may be lawful fox any such clergyman, minister, public teacher, or
i . s,

1
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justice aforesaid; upon and.after the receipt of any such permission afore.

- said, forthwith to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, 'andthe same

when, solemnized, shall be to all intents, constructions, and: purposes whats

i 2:;0";32[-1 o SOEVEL, binding, valid, and effectual in the law : Provided nevertheless, that

riage shall confer on DO such;marriage shall confer or be construed to confer on any such Slave
a_ Slaye or his issue

iy shent mconsiiiins 01 Slave, or, on his, her; or their issue, any right or. interest inconsisfent
with the daties owing With, the duties which shall or may be awing by the said Slave orSlaves,
oy hifh fo s oVIEt 1o his, her, or their owner or owners, or to the government, orbé at vaii
7S "ance with those rights which the owner or owners and the goveriiment

respectively are by law entitled to assert and exercise oversuch Slaveor

. Slaves and their;progeny. . . 6 LRy obiro1 =8

The person by whom -, 80.-—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that le
such marriages shi person: by whom any such marriage may be 8o solemnized by virtue ofany
e solemmnized  slia v

within_six* months, SUCH permission as aforesaid, shall, within six months after any stich solen:
transmit (under a pe-

nalty ofnot more than W1ZatHON, transmit (under a penalty of not more: than twenty. pounds of
twenty pounds) a cer- lawful money of the said island, nor less than ten pounds of like money fot

tificate of such solem-

nization to. the public CYCLY refusal and neglect) a certificate of such solemnization to the sectotury
tecretary at_Nasgas of these islands at his office in Nassau ; and the said secretary shall register
~ ; in a book to be kept by him for that purpese, every marriage which: may
have been sosolemnized, with the date thereof, and the names, descriptions
and places of abode of the parties contracting, and of the persons soleniniz
ing every such marriage without any fee. or charge whatever. - |

No marriage between : 31, —Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore
a_ Slave and a person

of froe conitonpon said, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed o estend,

bevalid, which wauld t0 render any marriage between a Slave and Person of free conditionvalid
be void between per= 5 3 ‘ :

cons ot froe eetier- and . effectual in the law, which would be illegal and void if both st
o b s Tnergons were of free condition. 22 e

iﬂiamtlionpfg'amilies.. . 32.—And be it further enacted by the autherity aforesaid, that all sales,
i Qs ’ 3 &) ts, En L . . ; : e
and o eomvervances DANGAINS, gifts, grants, bequests, and other conveyances of Slaves, whether

under seal or.other- under seal or otherwise, or by indenture or otherwise, the purport.of which
~avise for; the, purpose’ &

of sepaxativg tamilies SN be to separate famalies contrary to; the. provisionsiand true intent and

ceontrary o the.prosmeaning of the. first ahove-recited Act to which, this, Aet is an amendment,
SI( 1..:.__‘.‘7 A X " 5 4 - . .

£0 Which. tHin R of 1 shall be, so far as rclated to any such separations, null and voidin/ law and

an amendment, shall pynitv = inte : ‘ ¢ 38
i L equity, to all intents and purposes whatsoever:.

4 B 33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; that no matket
No market whatever Whatsogver .shall he held within these islands on any Sunday throughout
ek fi‘f{ﬁ;ﬂf},ﬁ."‘_ﬂﬂgtlig _year, for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, eithér
goedsor-merchandise hy Slaves or persons. of free. condition, under. the penaltyof'the entite
uniter penally ot the forfeiture of all such goods, wares, and merchandise, which may: beoffered
f{)‘rlet;f[?f ;mt;iljfl_zﬁi‘iazitlzor e_Xstéd __for sale; at any: such marl;e}:s. And it shall be lawful: forafy
il magistrate-or constable to levy upon, seize, and sell or cause to be soldall
! such goods, wares, and merchandise so found for. sale at such markets, and
Application of the apply the proceeds of the sales thereof in the manner following, thatisf
procecds. . say, one haif to be paid into. the treasury of these islands in aid of defraying

the expenses of the government thereof, and the other half tosuch useand
uses as_the seizor may think proper: Provided nothing herein contained
gl 5 Yo soaumo ol shall be construed to prevent the sale at any public market or matkets of
ity S cxcgpted,fbut_ghers" meat; fish, poultry, eggs, milk, or vegetables, orother l?ke-ﬂl’llcles
3k ol hetwect g for immediate consumption, at any time between sunrise and nine o/clok
in the morning. . 1N the morning of all Sundays as aforesaid, at. which hour of nine iif:the
When the, market Morning of Sundays as aforesaid, all such markets shall be closed underfhe
e o i penalty of twenty pounds of lawful money of these islands, to;be paid by he
of wwenty pounds,., ~ clerk or other superintendent of such market, for every such neglectsaud
Five pouuas-.]pén;a]ﬁyha?ll ggrsqns Brﬁéu_mihglto .fr_(la]_quent any such markets for the purchase; sale,
on persons twawinly or barter: of any articles whatsoever on:any Sunday iaftex: the said hourof
ik b e b mdr‘/ni.ne o’¢lock in the morning of that day,,shgll he 1i§blc to a penalty of fire
. pounds each for every offence : to be recovered by, and. to the use oy
“person _or persons of {ree condition who may sue for the same; vy b
o R, S 34i—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaidy that-all ware
goodsy and all Tiquor: lOUSES, stores, shiops; and other like establishments, for the sale ot barteto!
; ';hOP? shalkebe shut apyy ogods, wares or merchandise within these islands, as well as allshops,
1 frommine on Saturday| » 0% (] ) . . : 4 ; h
viight il - dayligit D0Oths, and other places in which liquors shall or may. be sold by retail;or

owMonday moming. gtherwise, with or without license for that purpese, shall be and contine

[UEE91]

'l



BAHAMAS. 173

shut from and after nine 0’¢lock on any Saturday night, until daylight on the

ensuing Monday morning ; and all persons presuming to open orkeep open

any such-warehouse, store, shop or booth, during the hours last limited, or

shall. traffic or barter therein, whether shut or open, in or for any manner of
goolls, wares, merchandise, or liquors as aforesaid, within the same hours so
limited as ‘aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty of twenty pounds each for Panlly, of, twenty
wery such offenice; to be recovered as’is hereinafter provided, and applied fending, gt
one’ half o' the' use' of his Majesty’s govetrnment within these islands, and plication of it.
the other half to any person or persons of'free condition who shall or may
sue forthe same: '

35.~Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that nothing' hereinbefore contained shall be construed, or under-
stood to prevent, or in any manner render penal, the sale of medicines for me sale of medicines
the use: of the: sick, or other articles usually employed in the practice of notrendered penal.
medicine, surgery, or pharmacy, or the keeping open of any shops or stores
for the sale of the same 'at any time whatsoever.

186:~And whereas, by the usages of the Bahama Islands, persons in athe property of
state of slavery have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property Saves:
free from the control or interference of their owners, and it is deemed ex-
pedient that such custom shall be recognised and established by law, and
that provision ‘should be made for enabling such Slaves to invest their said
property in good security : ' Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
thatno person in thesaid islands, being 'in a state of slavery, shall, on ac-
countof such'his or her condition, be, or be deemed, or taken to be, incom-
petent in the law to purchase, inherit, acquire, possess, hold, occupy, enjoy,
alienate or dispose of property, but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby ¢ 5 00t o
declared to be, competent in the law, to inherit, purchase, acquire, possess, petent to hold, in-
hold; occupy, enjoy, alienate or dispose of lands, situate within the said fi‘fs‘;’)'gse”“’cffaseia'lf‘(;‘;f
islands; or money, cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry, or household money, cattle, &,
furniture, and other effects of such or’ of the'like nattire, of what value or gt value soever,
amount soever, ‘and to bring, maintain, prosecute, appear to, or defend Afy feid suits ‘in respect
mitoraction in’ any couirt of justice' within' the' colony, for or in respect of fies conditionr i
any sucht property, as fully and'amply to-all intents and purposes, as if he |
orshe were of free condition @ Provided nevertheless, that every such ahina Ll
siit-or action’ shall be prosecuted or defended by prochain ami or’ guardian, Actions to bebrought
toibo folt that prirpose’ by the said ‘court to him or her assigned in that Jj,/efended by pro-
belialf; in such’'and in the same manner as'if he or she were an infant under and in Somag.cases in
ihe-age/of twenty-onie years ; and that it shall ‘be lawful for the said court " “rwperi
onapplicationt“for” that purpose duly made ‘to it, and on affidavit of
the party, plaintiff 'or defendant, stating therein that he or she is not worth

the 'sum 'of” ten ‘potinds - in'the world, the wearing apparel of him or her

and the ' matter “in- controversy ‘excepted, ‘to suffer the party so applying
being & Slave to’ prosecute or "defend any such suit'or action 1n forma p,umuin ami tobe of
pauperis : Provided dlways that every such prochain ami or guardian shall be free condition.
aperson of free eondition, ‘and that nothing herein ‘contained shall extend,
orbeconstrued to 'extend, to ‘authorize ‘any Slave to acquire or become the Sfaves not to become
ovnerof a Slave or Slaves, ot ‘of any fire-arms, gunpowder, or ammunition: jic ovner o & Siaves
Ailhiout the ‘especial permission’ of their owners, or others having charge of powder, or ammuni-
them respectively: - ¢ 4 S | A SESWREL! Tt
1181 ~And ‘for'the better preserving of the property of any such Slaves, arter osth of March,
Bo it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that'from and after the }527, terecenerse:
tieiity-fifth ' day of March next, the receiver general ‘and’ treasurer of the to open chests of de-
iwlonyshall open a chest of deposit, in’which all 'Slaves shall be allowed to Pogt for the money
(leposit'any monies ‘which' they may think proper to place therein for the :
sifw keeping' thereof, and all. deputy receivers general throughout these
/iandg) 'shall “in'like manner keep 'like chests of deposit for the benefit of
(Slaves within' theii respective districts; and for their trouble in receiving

ad paying back such monies, thesaid treasurersand deputy receivers general :
Shall'be'entitled to a commission of three per cent. payable by the parties Commission of thrce
depositing ‘any stich’ monies, when such monies shiall he diawn out of the fa sesty dopositing,
wid chest at any time ‘within twelve months after the time of depositing the if drawn out within
e, and i all' other cases by the country in the same manner as other wise by the country.
timissionis ‘are’'charged ‘on other monies payable into, and out of the

freaswry of these islands.
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Ay afﬁﬂfﬁ ;:i}kfﬁt 58.—And be, it further enacted by the authority, aforesaid, that any Slye,
clare to whow such m'\.kmo' a GCPOSIt in any such. (‘hcst shall be at liberty to make a declaration,
depenh b Ie PRbOL the manner,in.which,.and of the person or persons to whom in the,event.
declaration’ shall be of +his orher death, the.amount of ;sueh hls or her deposit or deposits ther|
recorded Leand such ghall he then, paid, applied,;or disposed; of, and such declaration shall be.
sence of ‘any other, recorded in.a hook to be cht for, that purpose by the said receiver genctl,
shall be deemed tobe 5y d his deputies; wliere any such deposit may be made, and upon thc deathy
- of the Slave makingisuch (lu‘lalatmn, the same shall be. deemed and taken:

to be the last will and testament of such Slave in the absence of any other.

Marriage to be deem- Jast, will and testament; and in casgany, Slave. shall marry after haying made

fﬂui‘(1351‘:35}1:;?111 % any such declaration, such marriage shall be,.and be deemed and taken .
e, 8 1evocauon in the law of any, such dcclamtlun .andif any; E:Lwe s,hall‘
The property of a diesintestate, dlld without hcwmg* made any such decluatlon as aimesml“

EL‘S"";'JE’,';‘;“‘}]";‘:;'“ which may remain unrevoked at the time of his or, her death,: then and in
inarle h“}f"f dfdm] every. such case, the plopelty of such blwwc slmll go, and be dlsposcd pi to,,‘
1011, shaltl be 10Sel .
o nocording to- the AMETHL favour of such persons or person as by Vutue of any Act or Acts ol
statute of distribution paihament for the distribution of the cffects of, intestates in- force within,
‘of intestate’s effects.

the colony, would be entitled to any such. pwpplty ‘Provided however, thaf,
In default of letiti- in the absence .of all lemtlma.tc issue and connexions, of any; such dcceased
mate issue and C““'mtestates, the goods and chattcls, and other property of thc estate of all

nexions, the putative

children and comex- SuCh deceased mtestatcs shall be distributed among their putative cluldlep
ions shall take it as

1 and connexions in the same manner as if ‘they were [legitimate ; and pro-
egitimate,
And lands shall be'vided also that all lands and. lots of land, with the. bulldmgs and other.

D elcord dy persoiial 1mpL0v(:mean thereon, as wellas all other heledltaments of Slaves, sha] Lbe.

considered .as personal pl‘operty only, and chattels to. all intents,and pur.
poses, as ‘well for. the satlsfactlon of the debts, of any- Sl'we durmo' s or
her lifetime, as to be assets in the hands of his or her executors or adni;
mstratms lnble to }113 or her; debts . qftcr his or her death, and to dlStl‘l-
bution among. his or ‘her kindred as. dfOlCS&ld as, pcrsonal chattels | i
manner helembefom prowded for..

Nodepositexceeding ., 39.—And be it further enacted by 1 ﬂle authouty a.folesaid tlmt no. depuslt

“gae porhd *;g;’“;,; of money, exceeding the. sum. of two. pounds of lawful money;of. the said

time, or in any one 1slqnds, n the Whole, shall at any one time, oriin any.one wcels, be 80, ey,

week, unless the re-

Teiver el e, Celverh de‘pos;t as aforesaid, unless the said Slaye,at the, time of tendering.
shall be sasisfied that such other or greater deposn; shall make it;appear to the satlsfactmn of the
tlie owner has had ten

-days" notice S'f the tledsglrer or, dcputy receiver gcnelal that the owner or OWDEIs, of suell
otli(m HEISON, OT. pers{)m hc,wmﬂ' charfre of sm,h blfwe hdYB opha,s

il

Slave’s .intention to Sld.VC 01-'
‘make a greater de-

posit. had at least ten, days ful’l and sufficient. notice. of the, 11;!;.ent10n Qf such Slave

ey noticemay ¢ make such last-mentioned deposn which notice may be. proved cither
s S i g acl\anLedfrment in writing of thersaid owner. or owners, or othemn
HARTE B8 O B0 OF

s iy A HATES ian: ‘LiOlCSﬂld or.by the aﬂ1dav1t of ithe Slave so wishing to make the
dCPOblt last,. aforesaid, towethel with,one or.more persons. of character and
it eredit ;. and all persons swearing to any such affidayit, not Lnomnothe samei
to be true, shall be hcld guilty of wilful and. corrupt, perjury, and on ¢ts
Sl 2% 48 <v1cuon thereof, shall. bs :ha,blc to.all and smuular the pains and penaltleb of
Penalty of perjury, wﬂful and c01rupt pctlm ¥ and tp .;“11 the dxswihtles consequent upon suph_
COllVlCthIl a,ccordm,rr to law. . AT

f"i‘gees property  of ©40,— And be it farther enacted. by tnc authonty dfmosald tlat when

v y..-De =at- o

tached for_their own ANY Slave or Slaves shall (‘OIltl,&Ct any debt or. debts apon his, hel o1 theu
1 g siown,credit .andresp onsiblhty, and. not for thc use and: by. the eXPIEss,
jlauthonty of his, her, or thelr owner or owners; or others having. charge Qf
«such Slave or Slaves, or shall make them selves mdmdmlly apd pelsonally,
“Tliable for damages on_any. account. whatsoeyer, . the. property i alsuch
s “Slam or Slaves, whether the said property shall consist of money, goodls,
“rights, (,rcdlts, 01 other things of whatsoever dcscrlptlon thc same may. be,
shall be liable for the pa,ymcnt of such: dcbts, and the. satisfaction of ali
such damages, and may be proceeded against by writ of attachment in thq
Wit procesdiipate first instance to'be issned upon aﬂxdawt of debt or damages ag aforesald i,
necessary before and he made by 0¥ on behalf of any party plaintiff in any such proceedmoa in
weratiichment:  or hefore any. court of competent jurisdiction as to_the amount and naturq
of the debt or. damages sued for, asin cases in which the parties htlgaub
are free persons : Proyided howewel, that. no_such propetty shall be 5
attached unless the said aﬂlddm shall be as full and positive as the natum

:,’ ¥ BaE s
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oflie case may admit of, and one of the judges of the court, orthejudge or
migistrate. from which such process may be requu'ed shall endorse an
cspeual order on the writ specifying the amount for which such attachment
sliall be laid, and the said property whether in the possession of the said
Slave or othets, shall be taken into the safe keeping of the officer to whom
such process shall be addressed, unless sufficient security be to him given,
that the peraon or persons in possession of the same shall hold the same, or
e full value of the same, ready to satisfy or answer, so far as the same may
w, stich judgment as the party plaintiff may eventuallv obtain in the
pietnises ; and if the party defendantshall not appear as by this or some
offier Act of Assembly is or may be provided for within such time as free
pessons would be bound to appear upon the service of mesne process on
their persons, and defend such suit, the party plaintiff may proceed to
Judgment by default and execution thereon, in the same manner and form
g nearly as may be, and to the same effect as if the suit had been insti-
lited against free persons by personal attachment or summons ; and all
Inperty so aitached as aforesaid, or the value thereof, in whosesoever
lands the same may be, shall be applied to the satisfaction of such judgment
s the party plaintiff may obtain, whether the suit be defended or not,
Provided however, that whensoever the court shall have reason to suspect
flat the party to whom the attached property shall or may belong, had not
wod, reasonable, ‘and suflicient notice of the attachment of hlS, her, or
lelk property as aforesaid, the court shall have full authority and power
lostay all proceedings in any such case, until satisfied that such notice has
been given ; and should any person or persons other than the party defen-
lint be in actual possession of any property so attached as aforesaid, and
e person or persons so in possession of the same, shall not within a
rasonable time after the service of such attachment, give notice thereofto
e owner or owners of 'such property, all such holde1s of such property
sl be liable in damages to such party sued, for all injury sustained by
fhe same by the reason of such ncglect as, aforeaald of such holder or
holders of the ‘said property as ‘aforesaid. And prowded also that when-
soever any monies ‘are attached in virtue of this Act in the hands of the
rceiver general and treasurer, or any deputy receiver general of these
ilnds, the ‘said officers shall hold the said monics llable to all such
Jld«rmenta as may be obtained in pursuance of any such attachment or

itachments, but shall not be compcllable to give any security for the safe
l\eepmcr of the' same, anytlunrr hcrembefore contained to the contraly
mivithstanding,

41.—And be it further enacted, that no such deposn as aforesaid’ shall No deposic to be paid
be received or paid out except on Wednesdayb between the hours of twelve outorreceived except

between certain hours
anoon, and two in the afterneon, And that the books and accounts of the on Wednesdays.

sild receiver general and treasurer, and of the said deputy receivers general, lﬁéfﬁffj;‘;f&g";]f’;ﬂ:
shall be and be held and conbldeled to. be pubhc records, to which all lic records.

pesons shall have a right of access, with the privilege of inspecting the ?npe?,ag‘i;e:,'}s'ffcﬂﬁ:

sime, at any time, within the usual office hours of business, on the pay- shilling spuilsy,

ment to the person keeping such books or accounts as hlb fee, the sum of

me shilling currency for each inspection. ‘
'$9—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any court, judge, or Persons suspected on
mgistrae shall have reasonable grounds to suspect that any person or ',;f;ﬁ‘,’,‘;“::f;ﬁ,‘;‘&"‘:jgf
jesons having any property attached in their keeping, possession or pertyin theirkeeping
ver, shall when required to produce the same accmdmw to law, have Jr Po ,"ff,':f,:
ancealed the same or any part thereof, such party may be ruled to shew how to be proceeded
aise under oath why he, she, or they should not be held in contempt by ™ ot

Pﬂasqu of such concealment, and shall also answer under oath such inter-

mgatorxes touching the same premises as the said court, judge, or magis-

tafe may think proper to administer to such suspected party, and if it

shall appear by the answers of that party that he, she, or they have been .

glilty of any concealment, embezzlement, or wilful or negligent diminu-

ton or deterioration of any such attached property as aforesaid, while in

hls her, or their keeping, possession, or power, the said court, judge, or
maglatrate, shall have authority to commit the said offender or offenders to

pison, until he, she, or they shall satlsfy and make good to the party

24
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defrauded. all losses in the premises: Provided however, that) nosgich
proceedings as last aforesaid, shall bar any party defrauded as:aforesaid; of
any action which they may have against the party so ‘examined; shoul
he, slie, or they become purged of his, her, or their contemptiniithe
' premises, by false answers to any:such interrogations as aforesaids 15
43.—And whereas it would be attended with great inconvenience!fy
planters and those having  establishments for raking salt, -or farms for
raising corn, cattle, or live stock of any kind for market, if th.ef'S'laves
employed on or aboutsuch plantations, farms, or other establishments;as
T aforesaid, were allowed to deal or traffic in the same articles as those
1 owners of Slaves . . . Bl - .
shall ot be prevent- 1 Which their owners deal or traffic : it is hereby turther: provided;nd
them framieomibiting he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that' nothing in thisic
cotton, wool, Indian contained shall be construed or understood as preventing or inténding-to
;’,Fonf";;;’k‘-;?lg"g;;t or Prevent the owners of Slaves or others in charge of the same from prohibi.
from ~ keeping foring. the said Slaves from cultivating any cotton, wool, or Indian or Guines
breed cattle or other . - 3 P . :
Jive stock ; but Slayes COITH, OF from raking salt, or from raising or keeping for breed any cattle

shallnotbe prohibited o1 other live stock as aforesaid : Provided such prohibition shall not:exténd

fr Itivating sugar . . ‘ p ;
cia(:::s(,:" pl:asc,bbszagns, to the cultivation of sugar canes, pease, beans, Qu_mpkms,-frultqﬁ any kind,
&e. potatoes, yams, garden stuffs, or ground provisions of any: kind; comas
aforesaid excepted, or to the cutting of timber, dye woods, or:woods:of
_..any kind on the lands of them the said Slaves, or of others with the pro-

Or from dealing or __ . » ¢ A d i h heir deali :
trafficing in articles P1CLOL'S | permission, and se Ing the same; or to their dea ing and;traffic.
o mt doncir owners ing: in any articles in which their owners shall not at the time deal or

do not deal, or even

from raising cornand traffic, or even to their raising cotton, wool, ecorn, or live stoelk, orraking

cotton, wool, &e. &c. galt when their owners are not themselves actually engaged in raising
when their owners = o] o}

are not so engaged, ~ COtton or corn, or live stock, or in raking salt for sale. . SRR
Manumissions. 44.—And whereas it is expedient that from and after the: passing.of this

vo tax or fee of office

£4.be: hiteatiercodid A_ct,.no duty. or. tax, or fee of ofﬁcg- whatsoever, shall be paid-or pdyable
mrespectof the ma within the said islands upon, for or in respect of, the manumission; of ay
or the enrolment of D1aVe, or the enrolment of any deed of manumission, save andk except alee
the deed of manumis- not exceeding the sum of eight shillings of lawful money-of the said isknds
sion, except eightshil . 3 p ‘ B _
lmgs cwrrency to the Which shall be paid to the public secretary and register of records:thereof
gublic. sccretaty 1or fomithes enrolment of any such deed of manumission ; and if any personwith
: in the said, islands shall hereafter take, demand, or receive any:siich/duty,
tax, fee of office, save as aforesaid, the person so. offending shall; incurand
become liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding forty pounds;and ot
less than twenty pounds of lawful money ' of said islands, to berecoverl
and applied in manner hereinafter directed. ‘ '

Any Slave who shall . 45.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thabiﬁany
be desirous of doing

' - person being in a state of slayery within the said islands; shall be desirous
so, may lawfully pur- " p
chase his or her free- t0, purchase his or her freedom, or the freedom of the wife, ror-husbandyor

dom, or the freedom

of his or her wife, CNiLd, o brother, or sister, or reputed wife; or husband; or child; or brother,
pusband,  child, or or sister of any such Slave, it shall and may be lawful to and- forany siich

brother, or sister, or

reputed wifese. &e., S1ave 80, to purchase the freedom: of himself, or of herself; or of any shcl

at gueh price and on person as aforesaid, at such price, and upon such terms; conditions;ind
such terms as may

be_agreed npon be- st_ipulqtions, as shall or may be agreed on by and between the parties inter
e e partics; ested. in such sale and purchase, and all such agreements, bond.fide-entéied
yynitfide enteredinto, Into for” that purpose, shall be good,; binding, land valid in-law, shether

b (;;‘I;g‘{‘ﬁg o verbal or in writing, the condition of -the ‘one | or more of the contracting
dition of one ormore parties being that of slavery, at the time of his, her, or their-entering jnto
';",fwt’}ifs"sllofl‘l’t‘,“gzci;l‘;% such agreement or agreements to, the contrary notwithstanding:o =191

of slavery, 46.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; that sheld

Recital,

Ifgqydiff(;.rcncé:'shqn_a_,ny__ difference exist between the parties aforesaid, as to the price-ot:value
exist as to price or

villue of the Stave, .2 @t Which the Slave or Slaves in question shall or may be entitled to freedon,
A v ay. « oo it shall be. the duty of, and, it shall and may be lawful for Aany ! magistiate
cessary, shall appoint O11 the application, of either party aforesaid o him made, either divectlytor
;"-l‘gt;g*t";]"cegf;r?éfagg indirectly, to call to. his aid any one or more other magistrate, ormagis-
ane on_part of the trates ; -and it;ghall be, the duty of the said magistrates: when- convent,
RYe Wi gheix gon- qp) they, or any.two of them, when so convened, shall. have full
;fﬁte’s i i ;é power, and authority to. summon and. cause the parties aforesaid toappear
s o e nasis hefore | themy. and., endeavour 10 - accommodate all differences: between

the amount of com- them to the satisfaction of bothi, but failing therein, to cause two refrees to
owncr, %" be named, one by, or.on.the patt of the -owner ot owness;of: the/Slavelo

ik 1 Slaves in question, and the other by-or on the part of the said Slaves with



/BAHAMAS. 177

{,their: consent ~and :approbation, and-theradvice and assistance of the said

o thagistrates; ‘and it:shall; be the duty ofthe said referees, after'diligent in-

Ivestigationof-all matters; submitted or offered to their consideration by the

(saidipantiesy to award and detérmine thé amount of such conipensation as, in ;g;‘g;fgggg;;gg;,i;
their opinion; the-owneror ewners of such Slave or Slaves, shall‘or‘iay be by them awarded be

fairly and justly entitled to for such-mahumission; ‘and such compensation asmily paid.on

beingactually: paid: or tendered: to the said: owner or ‘owners of such’Slave the award after re-

sot/Slaves) orduly and fully acknowledged to have been so ‘tendered and p‘i.'(',efa‘ieb;"thi“itt?,‘,’:

paidiin the presence of the- said magistrates, orany two of them; to trans- nrfy-(fler:iefal, ;hall be
/mit to the Attorney-General of 'thesevislands;a minate in writing signed by ;Zf‘oiﬂ%c.;:] e
themm; of all and singularthe severaloproceedings had: before ‘them 'in'the Save thereupon be-

» premises ;-and it shall thereuponsbe ‘the 'duty of the said Attorney-General, - s
should he beof the opinion: that: the same: are correct and regular according

itolaw, and/if necessary after correeting, with the assent of’ the said magis-

trates, any errors in matter:or'form in the minutes of the same, to eause the

Isame to-be recorded in the proper office of this government, and thereapon

' the said Slave or Slaves shall beécomeand 'befrom henceforth to all intents

vand-purpeses; free persons. 1690 HEATL FO0D | =, :

. 14T ~Provided however;and it is hereby-enacted by the authority afore- igrf,];?ﬂf:ﬁfffﬂ Ltk

.said; thatshould the said referees! beunable to agree as to ‘the‘amount S Ahe a0 smpire.whose, des
stompensation:as aforesaid, the: said referées shall name an umpire between kel o e
them) and the decision of the said: umpire shall be‘as'good, valid, and bind+

Jifigin the premises asif the samehad been'agreed to by'the two referees first.

:mamed; and provided alsothat the said tworefereesand also the said umpire,

when an umpiresshall become necessatly, 'before they enter on the dutics of
anysuchreference or impiragesasaforesaid;shall take and subseribe as nearly

|4 may beyanoath-oraffidavitin writing to'the efféct following: that'is to say,

|4B:and By @/ of the Islandiof D:(here their 'additions are to’'be inserted Oath tobe taken and

«at length)referees, ‘indifferently: chosen'to award ‘and 'determine between ?;‘r“:;s’_‘be‘l R e red
‘B Ty of the Island of G (here thecadditions of the owner or owners ‘afore-

said averto be insertedat: longth) and [H/1.j&e., the’ Slaveor Slaves being:.

here/namedy the Slave: (or Slaves) of the said EvE., fouching the' éompensa-

tionwhieh the Said ownerzerowners ought to’receive for' the ‘éian¢ipation

<ofhisyhery ortheivsaid, Slavesy (orSlaves) being daly sworn on’ their'oaths,

severally swear:that theyowilb fairlyy fjustly;-and “equitably, 'to ‘the“best of

utheirskill and judgment; estimate: the said eompensation not merely accord-

ving to-their view of the [probable market’ priees of 'such! Slave (or Slaves) if

exposed to sale as such, but withodue regard also”to ‘such’ further remu-

‘meration as.the said ownep (orowiiers) may shew' himiself; (herself, or them-

sselves) entitled to,to!:theisatis factionvof/ them® the'said ‘referees utider 'the

pecial circumstances:of (e case; in'consequence of''any” loss or ‘damage

which the $aid owner(or! ownérs) maysustain by reasonof 'his” (her, or

their) beingdeprived of the' services of such'Slave! (or!Slaves), and the afli-

davit:of 'the umpire shall be. demeatly: asmay be’in the''satiie “form ‘and 'to And by the umpire.
ithesmiebeffoctzniiol rloua ¢ i85 Hol1q 1loue 18 DIGEI10LE 28 1 ¢ ‘
sd8=And:ber it /furthers enacted, that owhen"any '6wner 0t 'owners of when the owners of
i$laves:desirous of purchasing fréédom ras ‘aforesdid, shall not’be resident Hipxea, Fhalis BeL be
Within these dslands, or shall beruhderage) lutidtic, “or he imatried 'women o B b

sliving with: their -husbands, then' and tin’ all Sueh'’ cases] ' the ‘attoriies or voder3se, &g, &e.

vagents “of ssuch | absent' ownets, residekit! avithifs theses dslafids, and “the fne AHOmes et
parents or:guardians of such:minors, and thet guaidians ‘of 'such Tunatics orlowners,and the pa-

their lawful representatives, vesident’ within “these’ said islands, and the oty Eraelicoe 8
ifrustees of  sueh married swomen ‘ot theif lawful’ epredentatives,’ resident shall be considered
imithini these said islands;shall-be and<be held aid considered as the owners oW YU e

sofllsuchy Slaves, forall and singular ' the:purposes last aforésaid, touching. ..

otheopurchase of thee:freedom ‘of ' thetsaid ISlaves' of such’ owners; who' by

“Ieasow of theirabsende, nonage, lunacyy ot coverture 'as aforesaid, shall not-

; (TOGL DhES

ibein@situdtionto attend iniperson to the matteraforesaid. V= - = S s
il 49 Al be it farther enactéd by the ‘authority(‘aforésaid; ‘that"any f‘(,f,-","fjs“ﬂffui:fﬁ"s"fﬁ
imggisttate;-whoswhen duly required to perform’any of the dutiés of magis. perform - the  said
Uites as-lnst aforesdid, in‘touching or coricerning the purchase of freedom i R
1 by Slaves as aforesaid, shallrefuse ‘or' neglect to’ perform”tlie gdmé,’ shall be, [y Siaves, ghal be
liable toi@ penalty-of fifty pounds of lawful money ‘of 'th'e‘s?“i?larid's’ foreyery 86y poide. y

bi ' fla: o bas JAI0H22UP 11 ca¥Bitd

e (o ¥ P % b » -4 Wi
(i .’-1;“,"{{:'_:_ bige 84130 V166 903 40 710 i3 15}
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And the owners of such offence, and should any owners of Slaves "desirons of: purchasing.

ﬁf;}'f,’Smﬁ,_f,.'i‘:,'g‘,':,“ﬁf;:..frbedom; as, aforesaid, or the law{ul representatives of such owners. as.
o hyo the s fitesaid, contumaciously refuse to ‘submit to the authority of t}le
wantonly ~ impedine Magistrates as aforesaid, 1 the execution of their said duties as aforesaid,,
i ll’i':‘};‘]‘gf%g‘!g?ii"gﬂ‘f'01: ‘intentignally and unnecessarily  delay  or wontonly embarr;as_‘s o
not less ‘than tencimpede their proceedings in the premises, all such offenders shall be liable |
btty pomiast o t0.a fine.of nat. less than fen nor wore than fifty pounds of lawful money'

And oii corivietion 0f - these said islands for every offence ; and ‘on their conviction for aﬁ'y.;?,; |
o 2 iivand a:such offence, it shall and may be lawful ‘for the court before whom such)’
mine by vérdiet the‘conviction shall take place, so soon thereafter as justice may admit of," "

value offthe Siave of under. the circumstances of the case, to. empannel a sworn inquest or Jury,

laves, ™ I
f\nd on payment of'0f twelye disinteres‘ted_- persons to inquire into and determine by verdict as |
:,'e‘flﬁ(':‘;f“[?; o the value of the Slave or Slaves in question, and upon payment of the'
cont ';‘1.;}3?,es$:ﬁv‘fsi|?;ﬁ amount: of s1_10h verdict, by or on account of the sai(_l‘ Slave or Slaves m{toi
by the sentenice of the COUTL, the sald. Slave or Slaves shall, by sentence of the said court fo he
f,";“};.‘e‘gd Adjudged 1o duly. recorded, be_adjudge(l to be free, and the money so paid into court‘?;‘f
And e ™8hopitdE &4 shall, after deducting the amount of the fine aforesaid, and all _1'easo11nb]e
323:“;3;0;0;‘}:'2“2‘:; costs and charges of all and singular the several proccedings last aforesaid.
and casts; ‘shall’ be 10 the said court, be paid over to the said owners or their lawful Tepresen- |

Puid Sner to e tatives as.aforesaid in this behalf,

This ‘Act shall 1t 90=—And it is also hereby provided, and be it further enacted by fhe |
affect the just rights authority  aforesaid, that nothing in this "Act contained, shall be in any
;’;s{",ﬁgg};me; "Gy tanner taken, held, or construed to destroy, diminish or impair, or ofher.
o wi.:;_e__,ir_ljluripusly.aﬁ'ec_t the just rights of Judgment, creditors, mortgagees, joint
But when the prés PYOprietors or xeversioners of any descriptlon': bu_twhpnmevex: the property
Blavis * denruers i of  owWners in any Slaves desirous of purchasing freedom as aforesaid, shall _
purchasing dhieir free~ b€ bound by any judgment, or mortgage, or any pthe.r person or persons,
o et U shall bave a joint or reversionary interest of any kind in the same, and the
Ak o any same _be not made known in the course of any proceedings under, orin’

ptver Person  shall i ina of this Act; to the reférees as aforesaid, or to the court and jury s
lave a joint or rever- " 1 .

sionary interest in aforesaid, and any such information shall be knowingly and wilfully withheld

St s torin the. premises, any Slave conceiving himself or herself manumitted iy’
and wilfully vithheld virtue of such Lqrogeedings or, any of them, and who shall afterwards be
ff,‘;“‘cf,‘}ﬁ.t"";ﬁ';fejl‘,‘;;, proved to be. still Mmore or less a Slave or liable to any manner of .‘bgr‘]_fdaggf
fﬂgeﬁgn‘rga;ggg:ﬁ: aft_qx_'_w;;n-ds',_;the_n,gn_d 1n that case, such Slave or Slaves shall be entitled to
from " the * persons Fecover of _and from any and all persons and person so having wxlf‘plly,a.nd
ifﬁi}tfétﬁmii‘,ﬁ’z,-“’é!ﬁﬂ and knowingly -concealed. as. aforesaid the fact of his, her, or tl}eu' being
niving thereat double bound by any such Judgment or mortgage, or of the existence of any such
o momit of the Joyais Or reversionary interest as aforesaid, or.who shall in any manner o
paid fobiis fteetion; aiding, abetting, or conniying, at any such concealment, double the amount
sl ot e OF spch compen'sa,ti(_)_n,paid; for the emanci pation of such Slave or Slayes; and

if the referees, or court and Jury as aforesaid, in the course of any of the pro-
ﬁ‘g‘,’f:f:,fé‘;;,’.’;‘:,'faﬁ“’i ceedings aforesaid, provided by this Act as aforesaid in the premises, shall,
have notice of such having notice of; any-such _judgment, mortgage, or joint, or reversionary
-;‘;;’[;é;‘;;";m::es{f‘;‘;;: right.as aforesaid, then, and in, that case, it shall and may be lawful for such
&c., they may deter= peferecs or jurors, by.their award orverdictto determinewhether the whole ot
e e o any,.and. what part of the compensation aforesaid. ought in equity and good
sl ox any part of congscience to be. paid to.the Judgment, creditors, mortgagees, joint owners
;}ﬁiu becz)n;f':f"&at{ﬁg or reversioners as aforesaid, as the Case_may_be, -an‘d-t’he‘Same shall be 50.
vamenbereditor or paid accordingly ; and should any such Judgment, creditor, moxtgagee, Joint
and the same shall he OWNEY, OI reversioner, not be present to recelve any monies so to him,
f:f)fgf;g;“ﬁf{;’g‘s:ﬁ;her,.or them, payable by reason;of the premises, the same shall be deposited
but if absent, to be in. the public treasury of the colony, for.him, her, or them, and on his, _llg_l:,;
Freasany \hebublie or their sole account, and for receiving and paying out the same, the frea:

account. surer shall receive, to be deducted from the same, a commission of one per
depeeant cent, and no more. _

Clildren under the Ol—=And it is hereby provided also, and be it furtller_enacfed_,':\.ﬂ.lét:
"%° of fourteen wot children under fourteen years of age, shall not be manumitted nnder this

against uié’ili;‘;E:fif;‘irAqt except with the consent of the owners thereof, under any circumstanes
et weme i whatsoever, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithstand;
uosim his freedom ING 5. and. provided also,. that no Slaves shall Obtain their freedom under
b oan mean ' this A ct azainst the will of their owners (or others having them in chgrg@},
referees and Jjury that unl_es_sj. lt Sllall;be..She\Vn tOu thesatlsfactlon Of the Tefer €Ees or jufy,. a3 Qﬂfﬂe
wasin f‘°"es.tf¥'f"ffpr0?iided,"-that....th_e:funds'ﬁfrom which the compensation is {o be p id for

{
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{heir freedom shall have been honestly acquired, anything hereinbefore quired the funds for
antained to the contrary notwithstanding. il Faoli
52,—And be it further enacted by the authorlty aforesaid, that except in Except in .cases in

ases in which, in and by the provisions of this Act, or some other ACt or other act ofassembly,

Aes of the General Assembly of these islands, the power of trying persons ;f‘c‘;sg’r‘l’s"‘,ﬁ‘;o‘;rfe;:{i‘;‘;

for offences is expressly vested in one or more magistrates, persons charged vestedin one or more

vith any of the offences mentioned in this Act, shall be tried for the same magistiates, Bemons

inthe General Court of these 1slands, dccordmg to the course of the common mentioned in this Act,
law, or the provisions of this or some other act of assembly, applicable in AN D VAR
such cases, and ‘on conviction shall suffer fine and imprisonment, or either, cording to the course
within the limits preseribed by this Act, or otherwise by the laws of this g J}'fhf;’,’r':;:,’f;?olz‘:f
wlony ; and in cases where no limits are so prescribed, then the party con- this orsome other act
victed shall be sentenced to a fine of not less than five, nor more than fifty S loton SR
pounds lawful money of these islands, and to imprisonment for any space ST B
of time not exceeding one month, or to fine or imprisonment only within by us Adt ok trber:
the same limits at the discretion of the court: Provided, however, that Tarly the fyans 8t
vhenever any such offences last aforesaid shall be committed by Slaves, or such limits are so

others liable to be tried by slave courts, according to the form and effect Preseribed- Fiue not

less than five mnor

ofany Act or Acts of assembly in such case made and provided, and now above fifty pounds,
in force within these islands, the parties charged with such offences, shall 2::;2‘,;3!1:’;322‘5?5.&‘1‘
ud may be tried by such slave courts accordingly, and on conviction be or fine or imprison-
punished as is by law already therein prov1ded except as Is herembefore R s OBk
excepted in cases where one or more magistrates shall have summary juris- Jym somtiinel. by
iction in the premises according to the plOVISIOHS of this or some other punished. = .
act of assembly as aforesaid.

33—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all fines, Pevaltics, fines, and
penalties, and forfeitures, to be imposed, levied, or received, in pursuance applied,
of the enactments and provisions of this Act, excepting only as to such '
fings, penalties or forfeitures, or any parts of the same which are herein-
before directed to, be otherwise applied or appropriated, shall be paid into
the treasury of these said islands, in aid of the support of his Majesty’s
government. within the same, in such manner as may be designated by
some Act or Acts of the General Assemblyof these islands and nototherwise.

jt—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all
wses in which, according to the provisions of this Act, or of the first above-
rcited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, any affidavits, oaths,
exammatmnn, or depositions under oath, as in the case of witnesses on trials,

of fact, or otherwise, are required or allowed to be administered, taken, or
siorn to the people called Quakers, shall be permitted to substitute {i¥e]riduaken maranhety
slemn affirmation in the place of all such oaths, anything in this Act con- testation in place of
wined to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided however, that any such " oath
person 80 afﬁlmmg to that which the person so affirming does not at the
lime of such affirmation know to be true, shall be held gmlty of wilful and
wimupt perjury ; on conviction thereof shall suffer the pains and penalties of False  affirmation
vilful and corrupt perjury, and be liable to all the disabilities legally con- d¢emed perjury.
sequent upon such conviction: And provided also that no such atfirmation
shall be received in evidence in any trial for any offence for which the per-
s tried would on conviction be liable to suffer death.

55—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any persons sued for oy
Jelson or persons whatsoever, shall or may be sued at law for anything thing done auder this
done by the authority, or in pursuance of this Act, or of any of the pro- i g )
sions of the same, or of the provisions of the first above-recited Act, to ambodiielityt gy
which this Act is an amendment, the party defendant may plead the general o b il
issue, and under that issue give this Act, and any special matter in evidence;
and when in any such suit judgment shall pass for the party defendant, or
the party plaintiff shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their action
lithe premises, the party defendant shall be entitled to double costs.

36.—And be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and Atpartsandsections,
et the passing of this Act, all such part and parts, section and sections, e et
datse and clauses, provision and provisions, passages and enactments of thisis anamendment,
the said first-above recited Aect, to which this Act is an amendment, and of f‘;’;‘ogﬁ,:i;;’i?f:;.‘tg::
every other Act and Acts of the General Assembly of these 1slands, incon- ;}r';f;mz;s e l:f et

sstent with this Act, or any of the enactments and provisions of the same, jereby suspended.
3 A



Duration of the Act
until 2sth Jan. 1829,
and from thence, &c.

180 BAHAMAS.

or which may in any manner be construed to contravene the sime; cifh
wholly or in part, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, suspended for
and during the continuance of this Act. il

57.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; that thisAct
shall be and continue in force from and after the passing thereof until the
twenty-eighth day of January, which will be in the year of our Lodon
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and from thence to the end of the
then next session of General Assembly, and no longer.

Passed the House of Assembly, Passed the Legislative Council,-
15th December, 1826, 19th December, 1826, /
L: KERR, Speaker. P. BROWN, President,

Assented to the 22d day of December, 1826, i i
WM. VESEY MUNNINGS.

A, B.
V. Trespass on the case.
G: D.

General Court, Hilary, Tth Geo. IV,

THE above-named plaintiff, A. B., being duly sworn, saith that the fil
lowing Slaves, the alleged property of E. F., of the Island of ‘Elenther,

~ planter, as this deponent is advised and believes, are material witnesseson
~ this deponent’s behalf in the above cause, namely, G. H. place of abode,

. Preamble,

lent to give evidence, on any account whatsoever.

governor’s harbour at Elenthera aforesaid, colour black, sex male; and
about thirty years of age ; also J. K., same place of abode, same colou,
same sex, and about twenty-eight years of age ; and also L. M., same place
of abode, a Mulatto, sex female, and about twenty-two years of age ; asthe
said three several Slaves are registered in the office of the clerk of iie

crown of these islands, as being competent to give evidence in the seyenl
courts of the same, in pursuance of the act of Assembly in that case made

and proved ; and the deponent on his said oath further saith, that he dofh

not require the evidence of more than two of the said Slaves, to any one

point at issue, in the above cause, or the evidence of any one of them, to
any point, matter, or thing, concerning which the said Slaves, or ay of
them, as this deponent is advised and verily believes are legally incompe-

(Signed) A.Bi

Sworn to this | day of A

A. D., 1826. '

Before me, i

(Signed) N. P., Prothonotary,
A true copy froom the original Act,

(Signed) J. NESBITT, Secretary.

““An Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the sever
Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection
and Security, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of
Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes.”

(January 28th; 1824

~ WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which from time to time hae
_ been enacted for the government of Slaves should be amended, consolidated,
~and brought into one Act, and other provisions made for their protection

-and the promoting of their moral and religious instruction, and by means

‘thereof, their generai comfort and happiness, so far as is consistent, with die

order and subordination, and the well being of this colony: Ma ittﬁeie-

- fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his
~ Lixcellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your Majesty's Forces,
- Captain-general, and Governor-in-Chief, the Council and Assembly.of

your Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this. Act, all

~_and every the hereinafter-mentioned laws and clauses, and paits of Jays,



