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" Also a clause further to confirm the present law of the colony, for-
bwcfingj under certain suitable penalties, the labour of Slaves on Sundays, 
except in cases of urgent necessity ; to prevent all kind of public markets 
on that day, except a market for fresh meat, fish, fruit, milk, and vege­
tables, to be closed for the day, at nine o'clock in the forenoon; and to 
cause all stores and shops, for the sale of merchandise, as well as all retail 
liquor shops, to be shut from nine o'clock on Saturday night, until daylight 
011 Monday morning, with an exception in favour of the sale of medicines 
for immediate use. 

" Also, a clause to confirm, by law, the right of Slaves to property, real 
and personal, (Slaves only excepted) and the acquirement thereof by pur­
chase or inheritance: and to enable them to bring and defend suits by 
mclilfln ami, and under proper circumstances in forma pauperis, to provide 
foi; a hank or place of security, in which Slaves may deposit their monies, 
with such limitations and restrictions as may be necessary to prevent all 
dishonest acquisition of such monies by such Slaves. 

" Alsp a clause to further regulate the present prohibition of the sepa­
ration of families under any circumstances, in the sale of Slaves, and de­
clare all such sales void. 
" Also a clause to further prevent abuses in the punishment of Slaves, 

and to make it illegal to punish female Slaves by flogging except in private, 
or by sentence of some court of competent jurisdiction. 

" Also a clause to admit Slaves professing the Christian religion, and 
understanding the nature of an oath, to give evidence in all cases tried or to 
be tried by a jury, according to the course of the common law, or the pro­
visions of any act of assembly of these islands ; excepting only in ex-ojficio 
informations, and cases in which a question of freedom may be at issue, or 
implicated, directly or indirectly. 

" Also a clause authorizing the manumission of Slaves, having the means 
of purchasing their freedom, by compensating their owners for all losses 
sustained or to be sustained by such owners, by reason of such manumis­
sions: that is to say, that the compensation is to be estimated, not merely 
by the probable market price of the Slave if exposed to sale as such, but 
with due regard also to any further remuneration that owners may shew 
themselves entitled to under the special circumstances of each case: and 
that the estimate shall, in disputed cases, be made by referees fairly chosen, 
and sworn to make their estimate on the above principle; and that the 
referees shall have power to award an immediate manumission, or, at their 
discretion, when it can be shewn that such immediate or any early manu­
mission would Seriously att'edt the interests of owners, to postpone the same 
according to circumstances, hut in no case for more than one year." 

The Report ordered to lie on the Table. 

(No, 10.) An Act to amend an Act, entitled " An Act to amend, conso­
lidate, and bring into one Act, the several Laws relating to 
Slaves, and for giving them further Protection and Security, 
and for suspending-several Acts and Clauses of Acts therein 
mentioned, and for other Purposes." 

WHEREAS it is expedient that an Act passed in the fourth year of Preamble> that the 

lik present Majesty's reign entitled " An Act to amend, consolidate, and Act 4th Geo. IV. to 

bring into one Act, the several Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving one 
them further Protection and Security, and for suspending several Acts ActtteLawsrelating 

and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes" should he a"ueuS 5 °" 
amended: May it therefore please your Majesty, that it may be enacted, 
arid be it enacted by his Honour William Vesey Munnings, Esquire, Presi­
dent and Commander-in-Chief; the Council and Assembly of your 
Majesty's Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by 
the authority of the same* that from and after the passing of this Act, so 
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so much of the sc- much of the several Acts next hereinafter mentioned as relates to free 
^natter menttoocd'^ Blacks and free Persons of Colour, be and the same is hereby suspended 
relate to free biaci g for anfj jm-jnm the continuance of this Act, that is to say, an Act passed 
and tree persons ot . , ... . ,, a r • r r  •  r -  :  
colour suspended, in the seventh year ot the reign ot his late Majesty King ueorgc the 

Third, entitled, " An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians," 
also one other Act, passed in the eighth year of his said late Majesty's 
Reign, entitled " An Act for suspending a Clause in an Act, entitled 
' An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians, and for amend­
ing the said Act, " also one other Act passed in the twentieth year of liis 
said late Majesty's reign, entitled,An Act for suspending Parts of cer­
tain Clauses, and amending other Clauses in an Act entitled, 'an Act for 
governing Negroes, Mulattoes, and Indians,'" also one other Act passediu 
the year last aforesaid, entitled "An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, 
Mustees, and Indians"and for suspending several Acts therein mentioned;" 
also one other Act passed in'the same year last aforesaid, entitled "An 
Act to amend a Clause in an Act passed in the Seventh Year of his said 
late Majesty's Reign, entitled, ' An Act for governing Negroes, Mulattoes, 
and Indians;"' also one other Act passed in the twenty-fourth year of his 
said late Majesty's Reign entitled " An Act for governing Negroes, Mu­
lattoes, Mustees, and Indians, and for suspending several Acts therein 
mentioned," also all and every Act and Acts, Clause and Clauses of Acts 
respecting the governing of Negroes, Mulattoes, Mustees, and Indians, 
which in and by the said last-recited Act, are or were thereby suspended 
during the continuance of the said Act; also one other Act passed in the 
thirty-seventh year of his said late Majesty's reign, entitled " An Act to 
consolidate and bring into one Act the several Laws relating to Slaves, and 
for giving them further Protection and Security, for altering the Mode of 
Trial of Slaves charged with capital Offences, for suspending the several 
Acts and Clauses of Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes," 

No future mamt- 2.—And be it further enacted that from and after the passing of this 
orlsslconveyauce'ieot' Act, no manumission, gift,' sale, assignment, devise, bequest, or other 
slaves to be valid, conveyance of Slaves, shall be valid or effectual in law or equity unless 
p"uve,bor w'lttei^or by nuncupative or other last will and testament, duly executed and pub-
by deed. lishecl according to law, or by deed of gift, deed of bargain and sale, or 

other instrument in writing, duly executed under seal or otherwise, attested 
by at least one literate, free, competent, and disinterested witness; all which 
wills, deeds, and other instruments of writing, shall and may be proved, re­
corded and dealt with in the proper court or offiee of this government, in 
manner and form, and to the same effect and under the same regulations as 
wills and deeds are proved, recorded and dealt with, according to law in 

Proviso, Former other cases': Provided however, that nothing herein contained shall invalidate 
be'attcsted115 n0t '° 01 *n any raanner affect any manumissions, gifts, sales, devises, bequests,or 

other conveyances of Slaves, granted or made at any time before the 
in such wills and passing of this Act: andprovided also, that in the' wills and deeds and 

sectionremtired ^no other instruments of writing as aforesaid hereinbefore required, no parti-
Particular form' of cular form of words shall be considered necessary, but the same shall he 
words necessary. taken and understood, according to the true intent and meaning of the same, 

Manumissions and as therein written and expressed : and provided also, that all manumissions 
conveyances of Slaves ancj conveyances of Slaves in fraud of creditors or others having a legal or in fraud of* orGciitors » , 
to be void. equitable interest in the same, shall as heretofore be void, anything herein­

before contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Part the 3d. Sec- 3.—And be it further enacted that so much of the third section of the 

iv!\uipendmtmanui sahl fit'st above-recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as declares 
missions to be valid void all manumissions, or intended manumissions of Slaves, by reason of 
inauZntted beTncT- such Slaves being rendered incapable of labour by sickness, age, or in-
pabie of labour, the firmity, be, and the same is hereby suspended during the continuance of 
SsDTabier foTuie this Act; the manumittors and their estates, however, being still liable for 
maintenance of such jjie keeping, maintenance and comfort of such manumitted Slaves, for their 
peri'011' natural lives, in manner and form, under the regulations and penalties of 

the said Act, according to the substance and true intent and meaning of 
the same, and the several provisions thereof in that behalf, 

so much of the 4.—And be it further enacted, that so much of the eighteenth section 
sam AScTof "thGeo! °f the said Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as authorizes or cm-
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powers, or is construed, or supposed to authorize or empower the keeper of 
any jail, or the supervisor of any workhouse, to inflict any manner of corporal workhouse-keeper to 

punishment on Slaves committed to their custody without authority from 
the owners or employers of such Slaves or other lawful representatives of without the consent 

such owners or employers, or of some court or magistrate having competent 
jurisdiction in the premises, be, and the same is hereby suspended for, and 
during the continuance of this Act: Provided, however, that the keepers f racjjjrv % i ivcr n!ay 
of jails or workhouses shall not be hereby precluded from placing refractory bepnPn. dose con-
prisoners in close confinement, or otherwise under lawful restraint, so far 
as the same may be temporarily necessary for the maintenance of discipline 
in such jails or workhouses. 

5.—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any Slave or alleged ^Hnw ̂ staves 
Slave shall be arrested, or lodged in jail, except by or under the autlioiity, ain  arrested or lodged 
directly or indirectly, of the owner of such alleged Slave, on a charge, or«u«^y^« 
under a suspicion of being a runaway Slave, such alleged runaway shall be, runaways, 
as soon as it may conveniently be done, taken by the person arresting such 
alleged runaway, or the keeper of such jail, before a magistrate for exami­
nation, which magistrate shall thereupon, upon due inquiry into the cir­
cumstances of the case, either commit the prisoner to jail as a Slave to be 
claimed, or otherwise dispose of him or her according to law : Provided 
however, that no such commitment on that account shall be for a longer 
space of time than one year, and if on the expiration of that year the 
prisoner, after having been duly advertised, as in and by the provisions of 
the said first-above recited Act is required, shall be again taken as before 
to a magistrate, and by him discharged from custody, or otherwise dealt 
with according to law, and so much of the said Act as directs that the ALAtn:j,;° ^o!'fv.t' 
prisoner, if not claimed as a Slave by his or her owner or owners, within directs mem to be 

the year as aforesaid, shall be sold as a Slave, shall be and the same is sus- ̂ i^a^ycarf'^s'1-
ponded for and during the continuance of this Act. pended. 

6.-And be it further enacted, that any person of free condition, who^Puna™entofper. 
shall knowingly aid, abet, or in any manner assist in harbouring or con- who sbaii knowingly 
cealing any runaway Slave or Slaves, or in their deserting and going off*^ 
these islands to another, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and on convic- away S.'avo. 

tion thereof shall suffer fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of-
the court in which the offender shall be tried, and also further imprison­
ment until such fine shall be paid: Provided however, that the governor or 
commander-in-chief for the time being, may with the advice and consent 
of his Majesty's council, in and for these islands, with the assent of the 
convicted offender, commute the imprisonment in either case to banishment 
for life from these islands, but at the sole proper charge and expense of such 
offender, and in such manner and on such conditions as to the time within 
which such offender shall depart, as the governor or commander-in-chief 
shall designate or appoint; and should such offender not so depart within 
the time so limited or appointed, or after having departed, shall be again 
found at large within the limits of this government, such offender shall, on 
conviction thereof, be sentenced to imprisonment for life: Provided how­
ever that in case of unavoidable accident, or necessity, the governor or com­
mander-in-chief may enlarge at discretion the time for the departure of any 
such offender as aforesaid, and all Slaves guilty of like offences as last afore- Punishment or 
said, shall, on conviction thereof.be punished by flogging, and receive not™e/or  t l ,c  l ike  

more than two hundred nor less than fifty stripes, on the bare back, at the 
discretion of the court before whom they shall be tried; and so much of Ami ™ much of the 

the thirtieth, fifty-third, and fifty-fourth sections of the said first above Sections of said Act 
recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, and of any other provisions ^Geo. i v. as c.m-
of the same, as in any manner contravene, or are inconsistent with the sions of this Section 

several last mentioned provisions of this Act as aforesaid, touching the >s suspended, 
punishment of free persons or Slaves, harbouring runaways, or assisting 
them in desertion, be, and the same are hereby suspended, during the con­
tinuance of this Act: Provided, however, that nothing in this Act con-
tained shall in any manner preclude any person or persons, injured by de­
sertion of Slaves, from any action of damages which he, she, or they might 
otherwise lawfully have against him, her, or them who shall have so 
harboured such runaways, or assisted them in their desertion as aforesaid. 

2 U 
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Negroes, Mulattoes, r I- And b,e ifc further enacted, that if any free Negro, Mulatto, Mustee 
of _- °T V^onof colour shall use any threats of unlawful violence 

colour, for usins Injury> oi any scandalous or other abusive language, to any white nerson 
threats of unlawful or persons, such free Negro Mulatto Mutton fnrUan ^ violence, or any scan- p.i . \Mustee, Indian, or other person of 
daious or abusive lan-pololu J  s"alA and may on complaint, under oath of the oartv meinml nr 
jy.p„. .nsukedbe lawfully tried for ,'he same before any twZS magSrate" 

jtSSRSX white freehold on ^ m!"M ma«istrate »»d'» 
videuce, or before fu rp f c , Z' °" any other island, and on confession or conviction 
Z Stet asumnntnirnlllf , ma/18t™tes, or magistrate and freeholders, fined in 
any other island. . , * e.*?^ P0llnds ot lawful money of these islands, and 
^^rrpi^rvMed' ,1 eoK1 °r °';et ?|aCe °f ^"^n. until sad ifoei. 
prisonment not to ex-P , j,P 1 confinement shall not exceed the term of six months; 

nt Hke ofco ii 'Tf ° ™rCV^ieted before two •**»* for the like offence. ° .  any llke^ offence, as last aforesaid, such Slave shall be punished bv whin-
pmg, and to receive not more than fifty lashes 

ssliaVhtLdPft,b ho1?tr e;rfed by th° a'itl,o''ity aforeBai<|. a- i' 1.1 cat, or other like in- henceforth be unlawful for any person or persons within the said 
Sr-if £K ?vM™aInlanlS' S? «"7,whiP- fl- instrument of the lite nature. 
Slaves to labour in hlle superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves in or upon the field 
salt pond, declared of any plantation, or at or about any salt pond within the said islands,'for 
unlawful. the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to perform labour 

of any kind or nature whatsoever ; and in case any person or persons, con­
trary to the provisions of this Act, shall use any whip, cat, or other instru­
ment as aforesaid, while superintending the labour of any Slave or Slaves 

nond Ufor"th f"y S"f,h PIantation> °r at or obout any such salt 
pond for the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave or Slaves to per­
form labour of any kind or nature whatsoever, then, and in every such case 

P  perS+°n ,0F pe.rsons 80 offending, and each and every the person or persons 
STof «»? hereun ogreeting authorizing, instigating, or procuringor aiding 
nieanonr. ing or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour. 
i'.ulsforCaany person. .T"^nd i(; further enacted by the authority aforesaid that it is and 

un,awftllfor any 1>CTS?" « r— clay, for any offence, islands to inflict in any one day, upon any Slave, for any offence or upon any 
°' .f»r an7 whatsoever, any number of stripes ir lashes ex' 

^h'pa;>y Slave unless oeding thirty-nine in the whole, or to inflict upon any such Slave any 
"S P™'51"""' or yf«tio„, by the whipping scouring, I beating 

WW or ZZttofbe ° '"f sha"' at-tho tim0 of sudl Pptttsitment 
And the owner, or rrection, be free from any laceration occasioned by any previous whin-
SjtTSSiSS Shm?X?' °r fleatinS. „or 'o.ipHict upon any such Slave an, Jl 

I be present end1 "mshment or correction as aforesaid, unless the owner or other person bv 
ESJSf 'SS T Pu,"ithma"t '• '"«««' d'»" be present a, XZ 

lnalGtlon of the whole of such punishment; and in case any person or 
persons, contrary to the provisions of this Act, shall inflict in any one day, 
upon any one Slave, for any offence, or upon any ground, or for any reason 
v ia soever, any number of stripes or lashes exceeding thirty-ZlbZ 

whole, or shall whip, scourge, or heat any such Slave at any time, when 
here may be upon Ins person any laceration, occasioned by any former whip­

ping scourging or beating, or shall inflict upon any Slave any such pu iI 
ment or correction as aforesaid, without the presence and attenda ceC 
the whole o such punishment, of the owner or other person by whose 
authority such punishment is inflicted, then, and in every such else the 

Persons offending person or persons so ofFendino- and such and ovoru ' guilty of a misde-}uprA11T-t„ V- ^ . P' ,x s.uc!1,dI1(i eveiy the person or persons 
ineauour. thereunto directing, authorizing, instigating or procuring, or aiding assist-
That nothinw'herfein ^evVrfLI Ttf* }\ • be dee™ed SuiIty of a misdemeanour: Provided, 
contained shall ex- nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be construed 

to any punishment or punishments which may be inflicted upon 
court or magistrate, any such Slave, under or by virtue of any sentence or judgment of anr 

Proviso. 'nagistrate or magistrates or other court of competent jurisdiction: Pro-

"hen Z extend' to reauiro0tJhiSn rein C°rtTed sha" extend' be construed to punishment is inflict- , * quue the piesence of the owner OF other person bv whose 
JJSatr-* th' kJZZ6 Punisllmeul is '""ieted. when the same dJK be inffiiby 
NV , the keeper or ajail or supervisor of a workhouse. ' 

10.- And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that itie 



BAHAMAS. 16$ 

and henceforth shall be unlawful to correct or punish by whipping or flog- hereafter be stripped 
gin? any female Slave within the said islands, for any offence committed by iHt.hePresenceofany 0 ° i • x* l ji male person except. 
any such Slave, in the presence of any male person, excepting only the the owner, &c. 
owner, or owners of such Slaves or others, by whose authority such punish­
ment is inflicted, and the persons actually inflicting the same; and if any 
person or persons within the said islands shall whip, flog, or correct any such 
female Slave otherwise than as aforesaid, then, and in every such case, the 
person or persons so offending, and each and every person or persons Persons offending 
(hereunto directing, authorizing, mitigating, or procuring or aiding, a m 'sde" 
assisting, or abetting, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour. 

11— And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any The punishment of 

Slave shall hereafter commit any offence within the"said islands, which by fiafbe fcommutfltb? 
the law or laws now in force there, arc punishable by ;ivtiippmg :$ flog-any 
ijing, it shall and may be lawful for the owner, manager, or other person a te l  

or persons in charge of any such offending Slave, at the discretion of any ist. solitary confine-1, & .J , ° • i j. i , a i ment with or without 
such owner, manager, or other persons in charge as aforesaid, to commute the W0lk. 
punishment of flogging, for one or other of the punishments or modes of 
punishment hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, first, by solitary confine­
ment with or without work, in any fit and proper place, on any plantation 
or estate or elsewhere within the said islands: Provided that no such 
solitary confinement shall continue for any greater period, or bb of longer 
duration than fourteen days at a time for any one offence, and that no such 
Slave shall be subjected to any punishment by solitary confinement more 
than twenty-one days in any one calendar month : Secondly, by field stocks 2d. By field stocks, 
for confinement of the hands: Provided that the said period of any such 
confinement shall not at any one time exceed six hours, and shall not be 
repeated a second time, until twenty-four hours between the time of any 
such repetition, and the termination of any such previous punishment: 
Thirdly, by horse stocks for the hands and feet, or either of them, with or 3d. By horse stocks, 
without seats during any period of the day: Provided that the period of 
any such confinement shall not exceed four hours for any one offence, and 
that no such punishment shall be repeated twice within the period of 
twelve hours: Fourthly, by bed stocks for the confinement of the feet 4th. By bed stocks, 
during the night: Provided that no such punishment shall be repeatccl 
within the period of twelve hours: Fifthly, by distinguishing dresses to he stir. By distinguish-
usedeither with or without the stocks: Provided that such punishment he uisdl 'essus-
not continued for any longer period than ten days fdf any one offence, and The duration of the 
that the same be not repeated within one week between the time of any Caert'aTbefore the re-
such repetition and the termination of any such previous punishment. petition of it defined. 

12.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any persons violating the 

person or persons shall repeat any such punishment as aforesaid^ at an 
earlier period than is hereby allowed, or shall continue any such punish- in this section, shall 
meet beyond the period of duration for that purpose herein prescribed and _of  a  m,sde" 
limited, or shall use any stocks for the purpose of punishment in any such 
manner as to affect the health of the Slave confined therein, or to inflict 
any permanent injury on his or her person ; or shall fail to supply the 
Slave undergoing any such punishment, where the same shall continue for 
more than twelve hours, with a proper quantity of prepared farinaceous 
food, and with a proper supply of water, or who shall punish any woman, 
known or supposed by him to he pregnant, by solitary confinement, or by 
any stocks applied in such a manner as to produce the risk of a miscarriage, 
then, and in every such case, the person or persons so offending, and each 
and every the person or persons thereunto directing, authorizing, instigat­
ing, or procuring, or aiding, assisting, or abetting, shall he deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanour. 

13.—And whereas the improvement which has been for several years Evidence of stave?, 
past in progress in the moral condition of the Slave population of these ̂ e\4^ccUdwitb 
islands, renders it at this time safe and expedient to admit Slaves With certain exceptions 
certain exceptions, and under certain restrictions to give evidence in cases, atrfcuons^n'eivUaud 
civil and criminal: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that criminal cases. 
from and after the passing of this Act, all Slaves not being natives of Africa Must not be natives of 
who shall have resided in this colony five years and upwards, and who ̂ edfive'yearsin tuJ 
shall have been sufficiently instructed in the Christian religion to under- colony, and under-
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obUgatlrt^.o^n^aiif.staad tbe natur® and obligation of an oath to be certified as is hereinafter 
Admitted as witnesses setiorth, shall, during the continuance of this Act and no longer be admits 

ccpv^c"yin<the civilas witnesses in all civil cases (except as is hereinafter excepted) in the 
conns and before all several courts of tliese islands, and before all magistrates and other authori-

" tics legally competent to administer oaths: and also in like manner in all 
criminal cases (except as is hereinafter excepted) prosecuted or to be pro-

by way of indictment secuted by way ol indictment according to the course of the common law; 
nmn'law510 """" 'lt bcinS' hereby provided, and it is hereby further enacted, that no Slave shall 

Proviso. under any pretence he admitted to give evidence in the prosecution of 
011" ptoTJenOonof h'ee persons by way of libel, plaint or other proceedings at law in cases of 
oMiiid'or'onier "(7 Pcnaby or forfeiture or otherwise, on any account whatsoever, wlien the 
ceeding in cases facts ol the same are tried or liable to be tried otherwise than by trial by 
the facts m ay betried ^1 ̂  accorc^nff to ^ie usual course of the common law, or some Act or Acts 
otherwise than by a of the General Assembly of these islands ; neither shall any Slave he 
S'any a-r#ci» in- ?c'™tted to give evidence in the prosecution of free persons by way of 
formation although information ex officio, or btherwise in any court of law or equity, even iii 
by af ju%may betried cases in which the parts of the case may he tried by a jury. 
Clergymen of the es- 14.—And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from 
En'iand1 a'ndm'inif^ after tile PassinSof tbis Act, every clergyman of the established church 
ters or 'the kirk of ot England, and every minister of the kirk of Scotland, shall be and lie is 
to^rant' cmtts her®by authorized to transmit and deliver under his hand to the clerk of 
of competency to the crown, certificates setting forth the names or name and places or place 
uescjiption."ame an<1 of abode of any Slaves or Slave, together with the name or names of the 

owner or owners, and the colour and probable age of each, who, in the 
judgment and belief of the party so certifying, may be sufficiently in­
structed in the principles of religion to understand the nature and obligation 
ot an oath ; and the said clerk of the crown to whom any such certificates 
shall have been so transmitted or delivered, shall forthwith register the 
same in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, stating therein the 
date of every such certificate, and the name and place of abode of the 
pe,rson by whom the same may have been granted, together with the name 
or names of the owner or owners, and the colour, size, and probable age of 
each and every Slave mentioned and included therein, and for every such 

To be registered by certificate so registered by the clerk of the crown he shall be entitled to 
ciowufids fee th®. sum of two shillings to be paid to him quarterly by warrant of the 
currency to be paid governor or commander in chief in council on the treasurer of the colony, 
by the colony. jn tplc samc manner as other quarterly accounts against the public are 

Proviso. usually rendered and paid: Provided always, that .nothing herein con-
Pitied shall be held or in any manner construed to prevent any competent 

tency, slaves may be magistrate or jury from examining any witness on his voir dire or otherwise, 
LTdbfasTo meiras to bi?, orbor religious instruction and capacity to understand the nature 
aud^raci"8'™0''0" ant' ol.)1.iS'ation of au oalb> and decide accordingly as to the competencyor 

capacity. credibility, as the case may be, of all such witnesses, any such certificates 
as aforesaid to the contrary notwithstanding. 

15.—And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no 
person shall henceforth be rejected as a witness, or he considered incompe­
tent to give evidence in any court of civil or criminal justice within the 
said Bahama Islands, in any case or cases in which Slaves shall be com­
petent to give evidence in pursuance of the provisions of this or any other 
Act of the General Assembly of' these islands, and not otherwise, by reason 

The person by whom of his or her being in a state of Slavery, if the person or persons by whom 
as a^witness^ 'mustsucb Slave may he produced and tendered as a witness, shall also produce 
court^'certmcaieand exbibt to the court a certificate under the hand of the said clerk of 
that such proposed the crown, that such proposed witness is registered in the before-mentioned 
TOs'ccnificlSbe b°°k ; and the said clerk of the crown sball> a»d he is hereby required to 
given gratis. grant without fee or reward to any person making application for the same, 

a certificate of the fact, whether any such proposed witness is or is not 
A siavci'mt admitted registered m tbe said book : Provided always, that no person being in a 
to give evidence state ot Slavery shall he admitted to give evidence in any case wherein a 
son''dmrged'or prt ,wbite Pers0I\ may be charged with, or prosecuted for any offence punishable 
secuted for an offence with death, or against the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, in any 
i'or'againsUi?s'ownercommon prosecution whatsoever: Provided also, that nothing herein con-
in any criminal4 pro- tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to render anv Slave a 
secutiou whatever. v — 
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competent witness in the law in any case in which such Slave would be This Act not to render 

incompetent to give evidence it' he or she were a white person, or to witne^inan-^casein 
depart, take away from, or diminish any power or authority which any court XnTfawi'te 
of criminal justice within the said islands now already hath, to admit in any lo^mi-
case the evidence of persons being in a state of Slavery. nish lhe P"wer l"1"''1' 

A ° ' J any court already 
liatli, to admit in any case the evidence of a Slave. 

16,—Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted by the authority slaves not to give evi-
aforcsaid, that no Slave to be admitted as a witness, under and by virtue of ̂ jmnitu.i previously 
tliis Act, shall be allowed to give evidence of any fact whatsoever, which t(> t'»e '•<*sistration ot' 
may have been committed, or alleged to have been committed, or to have 11111 tim'1,Ltulc-v-
taken place, in any manner whatsoever at any time previous to the date of 
the registration of his or her competency with the clerk of the crown as 
aforesaid, anything herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

17.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave 
shall on any account, or under any pretext, or on any pretence whatsoever, 
in any cause, civil or criminal, or any proceedings in or concerning the 
same in any court of law or equity, or before any magistrate or other 
authority lawfully competent to administer oaths, be admitted to give any 
manner of evidence, either by way of affidavit, deposition, declaration, or 
examination under oath or otherwise, of any fact or circumstance whatsoever, 
either directly, indirectly, or by implication, incidentlyor in any manner Nor in any rase * 

whatsoever, touching any right or claim, or supposed right or claim of anY [i.e ciain"!1 Jf 
Slave or Slaves, or asserted Slave or Slaves to be or become free, or in any Slave to freedom. 

any manner exempt from his, her, or their obligation of servitude, or asserted 
obligation of servitude to the owner or owners, or asserted owner or 
owners of such Slave or Slaves, or in any manner to affect the full and 
complete right, title, claim and authority of such owner or owners, or 
asserted owner or owners, into, or over such Slave or Slaves as such ; and 
should any such forbidden evidence as aforesaid, be through ignorance, 
inadvertency, or otherwise, in any manner admitted or taken as aforesaid, 
contrary to the foregoing provisions of this Act, and the true intent and 
meaning thereof, all such evidence shall be, and be held and considered 
as illegal and of none effect whatsoever. , 

18.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that Slaves Nor shall a slave he 
shall not under any circumstances be competent witnesses to attestor prove To proXthTexec.mou 
the execution of any deed, or other instrument of writing, or the making of any deed or writing, 
and publishing of any last will and testament, or document at any time dnanonlissioii 
intended for such manumitting or relating to the manumission of any Slave or of a slave,orconvey-
Slaves, whether with or without conditions, limitations, or restrictions, or in slaves' C<1Ut" "nS 

any manner whatsoever, or conveying, bequeathing, assigning, transferring, 
or disposing of any Slave or Slaves, or in any manner affecting the right, 
title, interest or property of any person or persons whatsoever, in or to the 
same: Provided however, that Slaves duly qualified to give evidence as proviso 
aforesaid, if sufficiently literate to read and write, shall be competent to That slaves duly 
attest and prove the execution of all other deeds, wills, and instruments of denc^lf'sufficiemiy 
writing: And provided also, that the attestation of any such last-men-literate to read and 
tioncd instruments by a Slave duly qualified to give evidence as aforesaid ^"I'e'uSdeedsand 
shall be, and be held good and valid in law as to such part or parts of the wills, 
said last-mentioned instruments, as shall not in any manner relate to the the attestation 

manumission of, or other disposition of property in Slaves : And provided Lt-meitVUonedninst"ul 
also, that nothing hereinbefore . contained shall be held, construed, or.™'"5 ***" b®.tvsal$ 
understood in any manner to prevent Slaves duly qualified as aforesaid, them as do not relate 

from being competent to give evidence in any matters concerning the t0 \he 
°  1  r i l  .  J t  1  y v .  o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p r o -

ngnt, title, and interest 01 other blaves, in and to any goods or erlects, perty in a slave, 

real or personal, debts, covenants, or promises, or offences, or injuries And slaves duly qua-

committecl by or against the person or property of a Slave, wherein no Jjence coYcefldrigaie 
question of freedom, or one touching the property of any free person in ri«h5 of S'avcs to 

Slaves, shall be directly or indirectly involved. feTi csmte, debte?co-
venaiits, promises, or offences, wherein 110 question of freedom, 01; touching the property of free per Slaves may be involved. 

19,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the evidence ̂ aves^'iy^uaUfied) 
of Slaves duly qualified as aforesaid, shall (except in the several cases herein- siwii, except as here­
after excepted, or concerning which provision is otherwise made in and by Idddved^nlT'tiken 
this Act) be admitted under oath received, taken and acted on in the same under oath as the 

2 X 
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l^and^ecttomanner  and  t0  the  same effect in all respects, as the evidence of others is 
the same rules, ex- now or may be admitted and taken in similar cases, and subject to the same 
Si oc'examiueilX- rLl les  of lavY and practice, except that no Slave shall be in any case examined 
be»e esse, or otherwise debene esse in any cause by commission, or rule of court, or otherwise than 
court!"a  l0ceopc" viva voce in open court: Provided however, that when any Slave admitted 

to give evidence (whether in fact qualified according to the provisions of 
this Act or not,) shall on any occasion commit wilful and corrupt peijurv, 
01 if any Slave shall be guilty ot subornation of perjury in or touching any 
causes, trials, or other proceedings in the General Court, or Court of 

tion"of ^er ur'v"iiolv Admindty Sessions, or in any affidavit, examinations, or other proceedings 
punished. J  before magistrates, coroners, or other authorities, in which suits or prose­

cutions in the General Court, or Court of Admiralty Sessions are usually 
grounded, the parties charged with such perjury, or subornation of perjury, 
shall be tried for the same in the said General Court, but in all other cases 
of perjury, or subornation of perjury by Slaves or others, liable to be tried 
in Slave Courts according to the form'and effect of the Act of Assembly 
already in such case made and provided; and on the conviction of every 
Slave as aforesaid, either in the General Court, or other court of competent 
jurisdiction in the premises, of wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation 
ot perjury, the party convicted shall be forthwith punished with not more 
than one hundred nor less than fifty lashes, publicly inflicted on the bare 
back, and shall be conspicuously and indelibly branded by a hot iron brand 
in the middle of the forehead or cheek with the letter P, of at least oneincli 
and three quarters of an inch in length, and shall further be and remain 
utterly disqualified for giving evidence, or deposing under oath in any case 
or legal proceedings whatsoever, for ever afterwards. 

To remove the doubts And whereas doubts have been entertained by sundry consci-
of  conscientious per-  entious persons within these islands, whether the evidence of any one or 

more competent witnesses, when not contradicted or impugned hy other 
evidence, is not legally entitled to full faith and credit, notwithstanding 
that the court and jury may have good cause to question the veracity of 
the witnesses 011 the truth ot their statements : And whereas, 011 that 
account, objections have been taken to the admission of Slave evidence 
altogether, and it is therefore expedient that all such doubts should he 
removed : Be it further enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid, 
that whensoever any witnesses whatsoever, white, black, or coloured, free, 
or Slaves, are examined as witnesses by or before any court, judge, or 
judges, magistrate, or magistrates, or other lawful authority in this behalf, 
or by or before any grand, special, or petit jury, or inquest, of whatsoever 
nature such inquest shall or may be, it shall and may be competent for all 
such courts, judges, magistrates, and other authorities aforesaid, and for 
all such juries, to discredit and reject either wholly or in part, the evidence 
of all such witnesses, although the same shall not have been actually 
contradicted or impugned by other evidence at the same trial, investigation, 
or inquiry, whensoever from the notorious bad character, or obvious 
ignorance or incapacity of any witness so examined, the great impro­
bability of the truth of the witness's statements, the inconsistency of such 
statements on comparison of one part of the same with another, or any fair 
ground ol violent presumption that the testimony of the witness is given 
under the influence of vindictive or dishonest motives, or any direct 
though latent interest in the cause,—credence shall and may be consci­
entiously refused to the evidence in question. 

Reciting the Act for ^l. And whereas, in and by an Act passed in the fourth year of his 
fensioVr o/prlvne^; Majesty's reign, entitled " An Act for granting a further Extension of Privi-
to certain free persons to certain free Persons of Colour in certain Cases" it is enacted that 
vLLr'Z rnYn'coouun-a l! Creole Negroes, Mulattoes, and other persons of colour born within these 
ed, and in this section islands, or elsewhere, although not free at the time of their birth, but who 
L°cx|icti'ient'to ameVd sha l1  have  been lawfully manumitted by bequest, deed of gift, or otherwise, 
such proviso. and who shall have actually and bond fide enjoyed a state ol'freedom for the 

space of five years at least, within these islands, and professing the 
Christian religion, shall be admitted to all the rights, privileges and immu­
nities 0! persons of colour born free, within these islands, within the intent 
and meaning of this (the last above recited) Act; provided however that 
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no such manumitted person or persons shall be allowed to give evidence of 
any treason, felony, misdemeanour, or other offence against the peace or 
trespasses with force, which may or shall have been committed, or alleged 
to have been committed, previous to their emancipation ; and whereas it 
is expedient that the said proviso should be amended : Be it further14 i s  enacted  tha t  a i l  

enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all manumitted Slaves who while in whT'^hfie Psiavw 
a state of Slavery shall have been duly registered under the provisions of ̂ " thracyde ubned™ S 
this Act in the office of the clerk of the crown as competent witnesses shall Act  shal l  be  a l lowed 

be allowed to ffive evidence as to any fact or facts committed, or alleged t0  gi.ve evidenc? of  
°  .  1  .  7  o any fac t  commit ted  

to have been committed, or to have or in any manner taken place subse- subsequent ly  to  the i r  

quentto the date of their said registration, anything in the said last above regls t ra t lon '  
recited Act to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided however that such 
manumitted Slave shall not be competent to prove any fact or facts which 
shall have been, or alleged to have been, committed or to have taken place 
ill any manner whatsoever, at any time between his or her registration of B»t  not  any quest ion 

competency as aforesaid, and his or her emancipation, which shall or mav off l ' .eedom of  aS |?ve '  
.. 1 . J T I • T I • L "ot  in  any case  af tec t -
oear in any manner directly, or indirectly, on any question as to the i»gt i»e  l i fe  of  a white 
freedom or right to freedom of any Slave, or asserted Slave, dr "affect the J^™° ty ™proper^of 
life of any white person, or the person, liberty, or property of his or h er bis  former  owner  in  

late owner or owners in any criminal prosecution whatsoever. any erimmai prosecu-
22. —Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority No subpoena adtestifi-

aforesaid, that no writ of subpoena ad testificandum, or "other process of like serveTon any slave6, 
nature, shall he issued out of any court, or by any magistrate or other ^'uh'ed 
authority, to be addressed to or served upon any Slave or Slaves whatsoever, t'h^mode mproceed-
in any case, civil or criminal, or in any manner whatsoever, and the issuing '°, obtain. i t. i.s  

J  .  7  .  L i i  i  I I i  i  i  * i  I <• po inted  out  in  t ins  
Or service of any such writ or process shall be, and be held void, and or sect ion,  

none effect to all intents and purposes whatsoever, anything in this Act 
before contained to the contrary notwithstanding; but when the evidence 
of any Slave or Slaves shall, or may be on any occasion lawfully re­
quired, the court in or magistrate or other authority before which such 
evidence shall or may be so required, shall have authority to issue a writ 
or process in the nature of a habeas corpus ad testificandum, to be addressed to 
the owner, employers, or others, having actual possession or charge of such 
Slave or Slaves, commanding the said owners or others as aforesaid, to pro­
duce the body or bodies of such Slave or Slaves, naming them particularly, 
and designating their place of abode, and the name or names of the owner 
or owners, and the colour, sex, and probable age of such Slave or Slaves, 
according to their registration respectively in the office of the clerk of the 
crown as aforesaid, in pursuance of this or any other Act of assembly, in 
such case made and provided, at a certain time and place to be therein ap­
pointed, before such court, magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid, to 
give evidence as aforesaid, and the names and descriptions as aforesaid, of 
any number of Slaves being actually the property of or under the charge of 
the same person or persons, shall and may be included in the same writ or 
process of habeys corpus as aforesaid; and in case of refusal or neglect to 
obey any such last mentioned writ or process aforesaid, those who shall so 
refuse or neglect to obey the same, shall be liable to all and singular the 
Same pains and penalties, suits and actions, as parties in contempt being 
free persons, for disobedience to a subpoena ad testificandum addressed to 
themselves by the said courts, magistrates, or other authorities as aforesaid 
respectively are, or would he liable to, and in the same manner and form, 
and to the same effect in every respect whatsoever, and for each and every 
Slave so to be produced in obedience to any writ or process of habeas corpus 
as aforesaid herein provided for, the owners or others having charge of such 
Slave or Slaves shall be entitled to receive from the party requiring the 
evidence of such Slave or Slaves, or from the public, when such evidence 
shall or may be required on the part of the crown, in any criminal prosecu­
tion, the same allowance in all respects for travelling expenses and sub­
sistence, as are and may be lawfully demanded by free persons subpoenaed 
to give evidence in like cases : Provided, however, that in all civil cases, 
ho writ or process of habeas corpus as aforesaid, shall be issued as aforesaid, 
commanding the production of any Slave or Slaves as witnesses as afore-
Said, until after the party applying for such last mentioned writ or process 
shall have made affidavit, or cause the same to be made by some one or 
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more competent and credible person or persons before the court, or some 
judge thereof, or the magistrate or other authority aforesaid, before which 
such Slave or Slaves is or are about to be required to be produced for the, 
purposes aforesaid, stating under oath that the evidence of such Slave or 
Slaves is absolutely material in the cause or matter in which such Slave or 
Slaves is or are to be examined, and that the party applicant does not re­
quire the production as aforesaid, of more than two of the said Slaves, 
to any point at issue in the said cause or matter in which they are to be ex­
amined as aforesaid, or any one or more Slaves to any point, matter, or thing 
concerning which such Slave or Slaves shall be legally incompetent to testify 
orgive evidence, accordingto the provisions' of this Act, or of any other Act of 
the General Assembly of these islands, or of the practice of the courts pf 
these islands, all which affidavits shall in the General Court be made according 
to the form and effect of the blank form unto this Act annexed, and in all 
other courts, and before all magistrates and other authorities aforesaid, 
the same in substance, and as nearly as may be, in form also, changing 
only what it may be necessary to change, so as to suit the style and prac­
tice of such other courts and authorities aforesaid respectively ; and when 
any person or persons, shall in any such affidavit as aforesaid, wilfully de­
pose to any statements therein knowing the same to be false, or not knowing 
the same to be true, he, she, or they shall be held guilty of wilful and cor­
rupt perjury, and he, she, or they, and any person or persons who shall 
suborn anotheror others, so to commit wilfulperjury as aforesaid, in anysuch 
affidavit as aforesaid, shall be liable to prosecution and punishment for 
wilful and corrupt perjury, or subornation of perjury, (as the case maybe,) 
as is hereinbefore provided in such cases. And provided also that in such 
cases of criminal prosecution at the suit of the crown, such writ or process 

1 of habeas corpus as aforesaid, shall be issued only by the especial fiat of 
some judge, magistrate, or authority aforesaid, and shall require the pro­
duction only of such Slave or Slaves, the materiality or probable materiality 
of whose evidence shall distinctly appear in and by one or more of the 
affidavits or examinations already taken in or concerning the same matter: 

Proviso. . Provided however, that nothing herein contained shall be taken, or in any 
In cases wherein ' » . . 1 

slaves are competent manner understood, to prevent criminal prosecutions from originating m or 
prosecnUons m'ay'be being grounded on the voluntary affidavits or examinations of Slaves under 
grounded on their vo-oath j in all cases in which they may be competent witnesses according to 
luutary affidavits, the provisions of this Act. 

23;—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when­
soever owners or others in actual charge of any Slave or Slaves shall be 
served with any writ or process of habeas corpus aforesaid, requiring the 

owne r s  o f  s l ave  when  production of any such Slave or Slaves, for the purposes aforesaid, or any of 
producing them to them, and the said owners or others in charge as aforesaid, shall attend in 
Zen'mrpus to" be person with the said Slave or Slaves, in order to produce the same as afore-
enr^sa ras°toabbesa^' ol' s'ia^ employ others to produce the same as aforesaid, there shall 
awardedVy'court or be allowed to such owners or others as aforesaid, so employed in produc-
magistrate. ing the said Slave or Slaves, such reasonable compensation as the court, 

magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid may award for their expenses 
and trouble in conducting such Slave or Slaves to such court, magistrate, 
or other authority as aforesaid, there producing the said Slave or Slaves for 
the purposes aforesaid, and reconducting such Slave or Slaves to his, her, 
or their places of employment, to be paid by the parties respectively requir­
ing the testimony of such Slaves, or the public, as hereinbefore provided in 
prosecutions on the part of the crown, all which compensations and ex­
penses last aforesaid shall in all civil cases be taxed with other costs against 
the parties, eventually liable to pay the same, unless when it shall appear to 
the court that a needless expense has been incurred through malice, wan­
tonness, or folly, in requiring the production of unnecessary Slave wit­
nesses, in which cases all such needless expenses shall be taxed only 
against the party which shall so have incurred the same. 

Slaves required to 24.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and 
«,Von 7ueei8&»i.itb of after tbe issuing of any such writ or process of habeas corpus as aforesaid, 
any such haheus tot-pus the Slaves therein named, shall nevertheless be and continue, and be Con-
swr'chargehofetheU sidered as being wholly and exclusively in the charge, custody, and keeping 
owners. ° of their owners or others acting directly or indirectly under the authority 
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nf such owners, or their lawful personal representatives, excepting only, 
while such Slaves shall be actually under examination before any such 
court, magistrate, or other authority as aforesaid, during winch time, and 
no longer, the said Slaves .shall be held and considered subject exclusively 
to the authority and under the immediate protection of such court, magis­
trate, or authority aforesaid, anything in this Act contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Provided however, that in all cases ol prosecution for Proviso, 

treason, felony, or breach of the peace, it shall and may be lawful for all 
judges, magistrates, and coroners to commit to safe custody, lor the purpose in treason, felony, 

of being produced and examined as witnesses in such prosecutions, any j^t'ecimtoycwtody 
Slave or Slaves, who on their confession, or the. evidence of others under ie^a.^row»Ci^nter 
oath, shall and may be considered material and legal witnesses on the 
of such prosecutions, unless the owners ol such Slaves or others duly 
qualified on their behalf, shall enter into recognizance conditioned for the 
production of such witnesses at the trial ol such prosecutions in like man­
ner as recognizances are or may be by law required, conditioned lor the 
appearance of witnesses in like cases. 

25—And be it further enacted, that the costs and charges be allowed 
upon any such writ or habeas corpus ad testificandum as aforesaid, and the gU|;Uej. 
service thereof shall be the same in all respects, as those chargeable by law 
on a writ of submenu ad testificandum and 110 more. 

26—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and 
after the passing of this Act, so much and such parts of the above-recited (4 g™. iv.) to wi.icii 
Act, to which this Act is an amendment, as relate to marriages'.between *£££ 
Slaves, and between Slaves and persons of free condition be, and the same mSriages between 
are Hereby declared to be, suspended during the continuance of this Act 

27—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall tree condition, is 

and may be lawful for Slaves, by and with the consent of their owner 
owners, and not otherwise, to intermarry with Slaves, and with persons ot Slavcg may lawfully 

free condition in manner and form and to the same effect and according to with ^ 
the same la\Vs, restrictions, and provisions canonical and civil, as marr iages Sons of free condition* 

arc now or may be solemnized between free white persons in these i^andsv^^^f 
with the exception that a permission or consent in writing of the owner or otiierwise, in the 
owners of such Slave or Slaves so to intermarry, shall supersede the neces-
sitv in any publication of banns or other license whatsoever: Provided that the consent of 
that such permission shall be delivered under the hand or hands of such 
owner or owners, to the officiating minister, or magistrate, or other person 0f banns<or license. 
authorized to solemnize such marriages, at least fourteen days before 
solemnization of any such Slave marriages, and that the same shall be so ing, when to be <Je-
lemnizcd on a Sunday, in the usual public manner, and in some church ortoercdio ™nist^ 
public place of religious worship, when there shall be such within a reason- where such Slave mar-

able distance of the residence of the parties to be so married, between the |^e»haU be so" 
hours of eight in the morning and twelve at noon. 

28.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in and After 
by virtue of every permission or consent of the owner or owners of such ed, by what minister 
Slave or Slaves as aforesaid, any clergyman of the established church of ™a?rfaeJe ,̂ "1" *! 
England and Ireland, or any minister of the kirk of Scotland, or any public lemmzed. 
teacher of religion within the said islands being a free white person and 
carrying on there no other business, profession or occupation with a view 
to profit, except that of a schoolmaster, (or in case there shall be no such 
clergyman, minister, or public teacher of religion on the island or quay 
whereat such marriage is to be celebrated, then any justice of the peace ,J^'esrg"110a,^eai'e 

there) shall be authorized to solemnize the marriage of such Slaves or of 
such Slave and free person : Provided always that no such public teacher fawhrtcMethepw-
of religion (not being a clergyman ol the church ol England, 01 a minister marriage must beau-

of the kirk of Scotland) shall be so authorized to solemnize> any such mar-
riage, unless the governor or commander in chief tor the time being shall COutinuing in force. 

have first granted to such public teacher, a written license to celebrate 
marriages, nor unless such license shall have been duly registered in the 
proper office of this government, and shall continue to be in force at the 
time of his being so authorized to solemnize any such marriage. 

29.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall 
and may be lawful for any such clergyman, minister, public teacher, or 

.7." . /  2  Y  .  
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justice aforesaid, upon and after the receipt of any such permission afore-
said, forthwith to solemnize any such marriage as aforesaid, and the same 
when solemnized, shall be to all intents, constructions, and purposes what-

-rin, Provlso; . soever, binding, valid, and effectual in the law: Provided nevertheless, that Jl hat no such mui•* • ^ Y • ij _ * . 
ria«*e shall confer on no such marriage shall coiner or be construed to confer on any such Slave 
auyrightiScoSistent01' Slave, or on 'lls> her, or their issue, any right or interest inconsistent 
with tiic duties owins with the duties which shall or may be owing by the said Slave or Slaves, 
or to "ne goverianentjto ^'S' 'ier> or their owner or owners, or to the government, or be at van-
&c. 0 ' ance with those rights which the owner or owners and the government 

respectively are by law entitled to assert and exercise over such Slave or 
Slaves and their progeny. , , , : 

The person i>y whom 30.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that tlie 
be'^oicnmS shall Porson by whom any such marriage may be so solemnized by virtue of any 
within six months, such permission as aforesaid, shall, within six months after any such isolecS-
tmity'ofnot'more^han nization, transmit (under a penalty of not more than twenty pounds of 
twenty pounds) a cer- lawful money of the said island, nor less than ten pounds of like money for 
ligation to the public eYery refusal and neglect) a certificate of such solemnization to the secretary 
secretary at Nassau of these islands at his office in Nassau; and the said secretary shall register 

in a book to be kept by him for that purpose, every marriage which may 
have been so solemnized, with the date thereof, and the names, descriptions, 
and places of abode of the parties contracting, and of the persons solemniz­
ing every such marriage without any fee or charge whatever. 

No marriage between: 31.—Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore-
SfleeconditloSXiitllat notlling herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, 
i)c valid, which would to render any marriage between a Slave and Person of free condition valid 
so"nsofft'ce'comUUon" aacl clFectual in the law, which would be illegal and void if both siith 

persons were of free condition. 
Separationoffamilies. 32.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all Sate, 
•ami MkScpi!v"yanres bargains, gifts, grants, bequests, and other conveyances of Slaves, whether 
wi-e mfTe un^qr S or otherwise, or by indenture or otherwise, the purport of which 
oVTeparatiilg laiiuiies shall be to separate famalies contrary to the provisions and true intent and 
vtsimiT^of 0,r ^1C Crst above-recited Act to which this Act is an amendment, 
to which this Act is shall be, so far as related to any such separations, null and void in law and 
be nini'and vouisha" oquity, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. m 

Simday Market. 33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no market 
No market wiiatever whatsoever shall be held within these islands on any Sunday throughout 
f,eS °"r|UI!krty tile, year, for the sale of any goods, wares, or merchandise whatsoever, either 
,gocd3 or merchandise by Slaves or persons of free condition, under the penalty of the entire 
entire ^^'forfdtme forfeiture of all such goods, wares, and merchandise, which may be offered 

'thereof; to lie seized Qr exposed for sale at any such markets. And it shall be lawful for any 
constable.30'3'1 JlL °' magistrate or constable to levy upon, seize, and sell or cause to be sold all 

such goods, wares, and merchandise so found for sale at such markets, and 
Application of the apply the proceeds of the sales thereof in the manner following, that is to 

.proceeds. say} one haift0 be paid into the treasury of these islands in aid of defraying 
the expenses of the government thereof, and the other half to such use and 
uses as the seizor may think proper: Provided nothing herein contained 

Butchers' meat fi b s'la^ 'Je construed to prevent the sale at any public market or markets of 
pijJk, kfc., excepted, butchers' meat, fish, poultry, eggs, milk, or vegetables, or other like articles 
if soid between any for immediate consumption, at any time between sunrise and nine o'clock 
rise and nine o'clock - . 11 n 1 p • i i • * i 
in the morning. m the morning ot all bundays as aforesaid, at which hour ot nine m the 
When the marketmorning of Sundays as aforesaid, all such markets shall be closed under the 

penalty of twenty pounds of lawful money of these islands, to be paid by the 
of uvemy pounds, clerk or other superintendent of such market, for every such neglect; and 
rive pounds penalty all persons presuming to frequent any such markets for the purchase, sale, 

barter of any articles whatsoever on any Sunday after the said hour of 
ket. ° nine o'clock in the morning of that day, shall be liable to a penalty of live 

pounds each for every offence : to be recovered by, and to the use of, any 
person or persons of free, condition who may sue for the same, 

3i<.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all ware-
goods,  and ni l  l iquor  houses, stores, shops, and other like establishments, for the sale or barter of 
shops shall be shut aify goods, wares or merchandise within these islands, as well as all shops, from nine on Saturday , J ' i , . , . . ' ... f.1 

night until daylight booths, and other places in which liquors shall or may be sold by retail or 
ou Monday morning otherwise, with or >vithout license for that purpose, shall be and continue 
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shut from and after nine o'clock on any Saturday night, until daylight on the 
ensuing Monday morning; and all persons presuming to open orkeep open 
any such warehouse, store, shop or booth, during the hours last limited, or 
shall traffic or barter therein, whether shut or open, in or for any manner of 
goods, wares, merchandise, or liquors as aforesaid, within the same hours so 
limited as aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty of twenty pounds each for Penalty of twenty 
every such offence, to be recovered as is hereinafter provided, and applied fending', and the a°pl 
one half to the use of his Majesty's government within these islands, and plication °f it. 
the other half to any person or persons of free condition who shall or may 
sue for the same. 

35.—Provided, however, and be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall be construed, or under­
stood to prevent, or in any manner render penal, the sale of medicines for The sale of medicines 
the use of the sick, or other articles usually employed in the practice 0fnotrendercd pena1, 

medicine, surgery, or pharmacy, or the keeping open of any shops or stores 
for the sale of the same at any time whatsoever. 

36.—And whereas, by the usages of the Bahama Islands, persons in a The property of 
state of slavery have hitherto been permitted to acquire and enjoy property Slave8, 

free from the control or interference of their owners, and it is deemed ex­
pedient that such custom shall be recognised and established by law, and 
that provision should be made for enabling such Slaves to invest their said 
property in good security: Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that no person in the said islands, being in a state of slavery, shall, on ac­
count of such his or her condition, be, or be deemed, or taken to be, incom­
petent in the law to purchase, inherit, acquire, possess, hold, occupy, enjoy, 
alienate or dispose of property, but every such Slave shall be, and is hereby S,aves decIared com_ 
declared to be, competent in the law, to inherit, purchase, acquire, possess, petent to hold, in-
hold, occupy, enjoy, alienate or dispose of lands, situate within the said dSs'pt0'sepurc0lflsejaiids! 
islands) or money, cattle, implements or utensils of husbandry, or household money, cattle, &c.' 
furniture, and other effects of such or of the like nature, of what value or ^maintain auctde-
amount soever, and to bring, maintain, prosecute, appear to, or defend any [jj"des"its in respect 
suit or action in any court of justice within the colony, for or in respect of fre"condTtion.rs0nS ° 
any such property, as fully and amply to all intents and purposes, as if he 
orshewereof free condition: Provided nevertheless, that every such provjso 

suit or action shall be prosecuted or defended by prochain ami or guardian, Actions to be brought 
to bo for that purpose by the said court to him or her assigned in that cLin^o^Mdmu* 
behalf, in such and in the same manner as if he or she were an infant under and in some eases in 
the age of twenty-one years ; and that it shall be lawful for the said court f"""aPauPens-
on application for that purpose duly made to it, and on affidavit of 
the party, plaintiff or defendant, stating therein that he or she is not worth 
the sum of ten pounds in the world, the wearing apparel of him or her 
and the matter in controversy excepted, to suffer the party so applying 
being a Slave to prosecute or defend any such suitor action in forma Prochainami toheo( 
]rnperis: Provided always that every such prochain ami or guardian shall be free condition, 
a person of free condition, and that nothing herein contained shall extend, 
or be construed to extend, to authorize any Slave to acquire or become the slaves not to become 
owner of a Slave or Slaves, or of any fire-arms, gunpowder, or ammunition-
without the especial permission of their owners, or others having charge of powder, or ammuni-
them respectively. ;<noiJq«m uon^ithout consent 

37.—And for the better preserving of the property of any such Slaves, After 25tu of March, 
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that froln and after the isay. the receiver ge-, J_ «7 7 , , lieral and his deputies 
twenty-null day of March next, the receiver general and treasurer of the to open chests of de-
colony shall open a chest of deposit, in which all Slaves shall be allowed to o^aves Ae m°"ey 

deposit any monies which they may think proper to place therein for the 
safe keeping thereof, and all deputy receivers general throughout these 
islands, shall in like manner keep like chests of deposit for the benefit of 
Slaves tvithin their respective districts; and for their trouble in receiving 
and paying back such monies, the said treasurers and deputy receivers general 
shall be entitled to a commission of three per cent, payable by the parties Commission of three 
depositing any such monies, when such monies shall be drawn out of the {h0r partyPdTpositiDg^ 
said chest at any time within twelve months after the time of depositing the 
same, and in all other cases by the country in the same manner as other,vise by the co'untry. 
commissions are charged on other monies payable , into, and out of the 
treasury of these islands. 



174) BAHAMAS. 

A"u d?o*t •"av'de" —A-nd be it further enacted by the authprity. aforesaid, that any.Slaye 
dare to^viion'^such making a deposit in any such chest, shall be at liberty to make a declaration 
atdelth• an«tfit manner in which, and of the person or persons to whom in the event 
declaration shall he of; his. or her death, the amount of such his or her deposit or deposits there 
recorded &c.amistich s|laiy|je then paid, applied, or disposed of, and such declaration shall be declaration in the ah- • i i 1 , 5 i \ ;» ix i i ' '' , 
sencc of any other, recorded in a book to bo kept ior that purpose by tlic said receiver general, 
his last wmlliedt° bc an(i bis deputies, where any such deposit, may be made, and uppn the deatli 

of the Slave making suchdeclaration, the same shall be deemed and taken 
to be the last will and testament of such Slave in the absence of any other 

Marriage to he deem- last will and testament; and in case any Slave shall marry after having made 
sucifdecoration! °f any such declaration, such marriage shall be, and be detuned and taken to 

he a. revocation in the law of any such declaration ; and if any Slave shall 
The property, of a dief intestate, and without having made ajny'. such,deqla^atipa 
nndCwithout"havhig wilich may remain unrevoked at the time of his or her death, then and in 
made such deciara- every such case, the property of such Slave shall go a.nd be disposed,pf top 
tion, shall be disposed i • x' c 1 i • j. c a \ A t f of according to the and in iayoiir ot such persons or person as by virtue pi any Act or fit 
statute ofdistrihution parliament for the distribution of the effects of intestates in force ivithin •%-f * *1 fpctnt** 1 

' "  ' '  "  t h e  c o l o n y ,  w o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n y  s u c h  p r o p e r t y . - .  P r o v i d e d  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t . ;  
in default of legiti- in'the absence of all legitimate issue and connexions of any such deceased 
i'ex\onssthea,>nduve I Uf ®states, the, goods and chattels, and other property of the estate pf all 
children and connex- such deceased intestates shall be distributed among their putativechildreji 
legifnnate take " 88 an4 connexions in the same manner as if they were legitimate; and pro-
Ami land's shall he'vided also that all lands and lots of land, with the buildings and other 
cstateCrctlasi eiS01ial improvements thereon, as well as all other hereditaments of Slaves, shall be 

considered as personal property only, and chattels to all intents and pur­
poses, a3 well for the satisfaction of the debts of any Slave during his or 
her lifetime, as to be assets in the hands of his pr her executors or adnii, 
nistrators liable to his or her debts after his or her death, and to distri­
bution among his or her kindred as aforesaid, as personal chattels ia 
manner hereinbefore provided for. 

No deposit exceeding 89.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no deposit 
ceived™''8anyone of money exceeding the sum of two pounds of lawful money.of the^aid 
time, or in any one islands, in the whole, shall at any one time,; or in any one week, be soje,-
cower general',&c' ceived in deposit as aforesaid, unless the said Slave at the time of tendering; 
shall be satisfied that such other or greater deposit, shall make it appear .to .the. satisfaction .of.the, the owner has liau ten :-i.S•, ,1 ' P h {  
days' notice of the treasurer or .deputy receiver general, that the owner or owners pi sucji 
make's-t'"l-eafcr" de° ^layc* or other pprson oe persons having charge of such Slave, haye 01;has 
posit•' s. ' . had at least ten days' full and sufficient notice of the intention of such Slave 
i,l0<'™ovcdI10ticemay niake such last-mentioned deposit, which notice maybe proved either 

by an ackno wledgment in writing of the said owner or owners, or others in 
. charge as aforesaid, or by the affidavit of the Slave so wishing to make the 

deposit last aforesaid, together with one or more persons of character and 
credit; and all persons swearing to any such affidavit, not knowing the same 
to be true, shall he held guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and on con­
viction thereof, shall be .liable to all and singular the pains and penalties of 

penalty of pcijery. 'wilful and corrupt perjury, and to all the disabilities consequent upon such 
conviction according to law. 

The property of 40.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when. felaves may he at- M in i i r 1  iJ i  i •  1 i r' 
ta.hed for then-own any Slave or slaves shall contract any debt or , debts Upon ins, her, or their 
prmue debts. 0wn credit and-responsibility, and not for the use and by the express 

authority of his, her, or their owner or owners, or others having charge of 
such Slave or Slaves,' or shall make themselves individually and personally 
liable for damages" on any account whatsoever, the property of all such 
Slave oe Slaves, whether the said property shall consist of money, good?, 
rights, credits, or other things of whatsoever description the same may be, 
shall be liable for the payment of such debts, and the satisfaction of all 
such damages, and may be proceeded against by writ of attachment in the 

What proceedings are ^rst instance to be issued upon affidavit of debt or damages as aforesaid, to 
necessary before and be mad e by or on behalf of any party plaintiff in any such proceedings iu 
after attachment. Qr before any court of competent j urisdiction as to the amount and nature 

of the .debt or damages sued for, as in cases in which the parties litigant 
are free persons: Provided however, that no such property shall be so 
attached unless the said affidavit shall bc as full and positive as the nature 
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oftlie case may admit of, and one of the judges of the court, or the judge or 
magistrate from which such process may Ire required, shall endorse an 
especial order on the writ specifying the amount for which such attachment 
shall he laid, and the said property whether in the possession of the said 
Slave or others, shall be taken into the safe keeping of the officer to whom 
such process shall be addressed, unless sufficient security be to him given, 
that the person or persons in possession of the same shall hold the same, or 
the full value of the same, ready to satisfy or answer, so far as the same may 
go, such judgment as the party plaintiff may eventually obtain in the 
premises; and if the party defendant shall not appear as by this or some 
other Act of Assembly is or may be provided for within such time as free 
persons would be bound to appear upon the service of mesne process on 
their persons, and defend such suit, the party plaintiff may proceed to 
judgment by default and execution thereon, in the same manner and form 
as nearly as may be, and to the same effect as if the suit had been insti­
tuted against free persons by personal attachment or summons; and all 
property so attached as aforesaid, or the value thereof, in whosesoever 
hands the same may be, shall be applied to the satisfaction of such judgment 
as the party plaintiff may obtain, whether the suit be defended or not. 
Provided however, that whensoever the court shall have reason to suspect 
tliat the party to whom the attached property shall or may belong, had not 
good, reasonable, and sufficient notice of the attachment of his, her, or 
their property as aforesaid, the court shall have full authority and power 
to stay all proceedings in any such case, until satisfied that such notice has 
been given; and should any person or persons other than the party defen­
dant be in actual possession of any property so attached as aforesaid, and 
the person or persons so in possession of the same, shall not within a 
reasonable time after the service of such attachment, give notice thereofto 
the owner or owners of such property, all such holders of such property 
shall be liable in damages to such party sued, for all injury sustained by 
the same by the reason of such neglect as aforesaid of such holder or 
holders of the said property as aforesaid. And provided also that when­
soever any monies are attached in virtue of this Act in the hands oftlie 
receiver general and treasurer, or any deputy receiver general of these 
islands, the said officers shall hold the said monies liable to all such 
judgments as may be obtained in pursuance of any sucli attachment or 
attachments, but shall not be compellable to give any security for the safe 
keeping of the same, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

41,—And be it further enacted, that no such deposit as aforesaid shall No deposit to be paid 
he received or paid out except on Wednesdays between the hours of twelve |>«'"1 'rccc 'ved except 

,  1  .  .  *  A i t ?  i  1  1  ,  '  ,  b e t w e e n  c e r t a i n  h o u r s  
Stnoon, and two in the afternoon. And that the books and accounts ot the on Wednesdays, 
said receiver general and treasurer, and of the said deputy receivers general, b.^conUdereTpuii-
sliall be and be held and considered to be public records, to which all He records, 

persons shall have a right of access, with the privilege of inspecting the ™ epayinenTPo7one 
same, at any time, within the usual office hours of business, on the pay- shilling annuity, 

ment to the person keeping such books or accounts as his fee, the sum of 
ope shilling currency for each inspection. 

42,—And be it further enacted, that whensoever any court, judge, or Persons suspected on 

magistrate shall have reasonable grounds to suspect that any person or hlvm'^attacheTpr^ 
persons having any property attached in their keeping, possession or perty'intheir keeping 

power, shall when required to produce the same according to law, have °I|gp?o7eiive'J it%", 

concealed the same or any part thereof, such party may be ruled to shew l low to be proceeded 
cause under oath why he, she, or they should not be held in contempt by asa,n3t ' 
reason of such concealment, and shall also answer under oath such inter­
rogatories touching the same premises as the said court, judge, or magis­
trate may think proper to administer to such suspected party, and if it 
stall appear by the answers of that party that he, she, or they have been 
guilty of any concealment, embezzlement, or wilful or negligent diminu­
tion op deterioration of any such attached property as aforesaid, while in 
Ws, her, or their keeping, possession, or power, the said court, judge, or 
magistrate, shall have authority to commit the said offender or offenders to 
prison, until he, she, or they shall satisfy and make good to the party 

% Z 
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defrauded all losses in the premises: Provided however, that no such 
proceedings as last aforesaid, shall bar any party defrauded as aforesaid,of 
any action which they may have against the party so examined, should 
he, sue, or they become purged of his, her, or their contempt in the 

R premises, by lalse answers to any such interrogations as aforesaid. 
43. And whereas it would be attended with great inconvenience to 

planters and those having establishments for raking salt, or farms for 
raising corn, cattle, or live stock of any kind for market, if the Slaves 
employed on or about such plantations, farms, or other establishments as 

Tiic owners of slaves aforesaid, were allowed to deal or traffic in the same articles as those 
exT'from m •' owners deal or traffic : it is hereby further provided, and 
them from cultivating be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing in thi9 Act 
or^Guin^a°cornf'6r ^^tained shall he construed or understood as preventing or intending to 
from raking salt, or pi event the owners of Slaves or others in charge of the same from prohibit-
breed cat'tieof otilerin& the said Slav.cs from cultivating any cotton, wool, or Indian or Guinea 
livestock; but Slaves corn, or from raking salt, or from raising or keeping for breed anv cattle 

0.tlier s.tock ,as aforesaid : Provided such prohibition shall not extend 
canes, pease, beans, to the cultivation of sugar canes, pease, beans, pumpkins, fruit of any kind, 

potatoes, yams, garden stuffs, or ground provisions of any kind, corn as 
aforesaid excepted, or to the cutting of timber, dye woods, or woods of 

Or from dealing or an7 kind on the lands of them the said Slaves, or of others with the pro-
traffic ing in articles prietor s permission, and selling the same, or to their dealing and traffic-
don«tCd«?ro^ JnSin any articles in which their owners shall not at the time deal or 
iVom raisin-corn and traffic, or even to their raising cotton, wool, corn, or live stock, orrakin" 
wdien11'their owners ®alt' when their owners are not themselves actually engaged in raisin" 
are not so engaged, cotton or corn, or live stock, or in raking salt for sale 5 

No!S«e A whereas U is expedient that from and after the passing of this 
to be hereafter paid Act, no duty or tax, or fee of office whatsoever, shall be paid or oavable 

tke said islands upon, for or in respect of, the manumission of anv 
or tiie enrolment ofklavc, or the enrolment of any deed of manumission, save and except a fee 

nat Receding the sum of eight shillings of lawful money of the said islands, 
imgs currency to the which shall he paid to the public secretary and register of records thereof, 
tile emoiment?for for the enrolment of any such deed of manumission ; and if any person with­

in the said islands shall hereafter take, demand, or receive any such duly, 
tax, fee of office, save as aforesaid, the person so offending shall incur and 
become liable to the payment of a fine not exceeding forty pounds, and not 
less than twenty pounds of lawful money of said islands, to be recovered 
and applied in manner hereinafter directed. v ^ n 

Any Slave who shall 45.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any 
so, may lawfully pur- person being in a state of slavery within the said islands, shall be desirous 
Uom, or tim freedomParchase l]ls or freedom, or the freedom of the wife, or husband, or 
of his or her wife, child, oi hi other, or sister, or reputed wife, or husband, or child or brother, 

°* sister of any s,uch Slave.' h shall and may be lawful to and for any such 
reputed wife,klave so to purchase the freedom of himself, or of herself, or of any such 
such1 Ctern!8°as*0may P®rson as aforesaid, at such price, and upon such terms, conditions, and 
be agreed upon be-stipulations, as shall or may be agreed on by and between the parties inter-
and such agreements cstcd in such sale and purchase, and all such agreements, bondfideentfefed 
shau^b^rhind!n^irio^- *nt(? l^at purpose, shall he good, binding, and valid in law, whether 
withstanding the con- verbal oi in wiiting, th e condition of-the one or more of the con traotiii0' 
^rfSpar^ bein° that of slaveiT' at the time of his, her, or their entering into 
parties should be that SUcIl agreement or agreements to the contrary notwithstanding 
of slavery. 46—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid," that should 

difference exist between the parties aforesaid, as to the price or value 
value of the slave, a at which the Slave or Slaves in question shall or may he entitled to freedom 
applied to6,wbofifne- ̂  skad be tkc duty of, and it shall and may be lawful for any magistrate, 
cessary, shall appoint on the application of either party aforesaid to him made, either directlyor 
p u t  o f  t h e  o w n e r ,  a n d  f  n d i i  e c t l y ,  t o  c a l l  t o  h i s  a i d  a n y  o n e  o r  m o r e  o t h e r  m a g i s t r a t e  o r  m a g i s -
suvewithThe.lnn!traiesi it shall be tjie duty of the said magistrates when convened, 
sent; and such re-and they, or any two of them, when so convened, shall have full 
SlB®%A: F°7er T authority t0 summon and cause the parties aforesaid to appear 
trate shall determine hclorc them, and endeavour to accommodate all differences between 
pen sat ionnt to thea) t0 ̂  satisfaction ot' both, but failing therein, to cause two referees to 
owner. benamed, one by or on the paft of the owner or owners of the - Slave'oj 

Slaves in question, and the other by or on the part of the said Slaves with 
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their consent and approbation, and the advice and assistance of the said 
magistrates; and it shall be the duty of the said referees, after diligent in­
vestigation of all matters submitted or offered to their consideration by the 
said parties, to award and determine the amount of such compensation as, in anJ '^compenSn 
their opinion, the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, shall or may be bytfcem awwdedbe 

fairly and justly entitled to for such manumission ; and such compensation tiered to^the owner, 
being actually paid or tendered to the said owner or owners of such Slave T-
or Slaves, or duly and fully acknowledged to have been so tendered and prorafby VeVtar-
paid in the presence of the said magistrates, or any two of them, to trans- ra! 
mit to the Attorney-General of these islands, a minute in writing signed by per office, and the 
them, of all and singular the several proceedings had before them in the ®^f^eupon be" 
premises ; and it shall thereupon be the duty of the said Attorney-General, 
should he be of the opinion that the same are correct and regular according 
to law, and if necessary after correcting, with the assent of the said magis­
trates, any errors in matter or form in the minutes of the same, to cause the 
same to be recorded in the proper office of this government, and thereupon 
the said Slave or Slaves shall become and be from henceforth to all intents 

i and purposes, free persons. ;o«'xl ^ ; . if the referees *•«-
•17.—Provided however, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore " agree,tliey shall name 

said, that should the said referees be unable to agree as to the amount of the 
compensation as aforesaid, the said referees shall name an umpire between 
them, and the decision of the said umpire shall be as good, valid, and bind­
ing in the premises as if the same had been agreed to by the two referees first 
named; and provided also that the said two referees and also the said umpire, 
when an umpire shall become necessary, before they enter on the duties of 
any such reference orumpirage as aforesaid, shall take and subscribe as nearly 
as may be, an oath or affidavit in writing to the effect following: that is to say, 
A. B. and 13. C. of the Island of D (here their additions arc to be inserted Oatii to be taken and 
at length) referees, indifferently chosen to award and determine between f"reseCs"bc yt ere 

E. F. of the Island of G. (here the additions of the owner or owners afore­
said are to be inserted at length) and H. I., &c., the Slave or Slaves being 
here named, the Slave (or Slaves) of the said E. F., touching the compensa­
tion which the said owner or owners ought to receive for the emancipation 
of his;herfor their said Slave, (oeSlaves) being duly sworii on their oaths, 
severally swear that they will fairly, justly, and equitably, to the best of 
their skill and judgment, estimate the said compensation not merely accord­
ing to their view of the probable market prices of such Slave (or Slaves) if 
exposed to sale as such, but with due regard also to such further remu­
neration as the said owner'(or owner§) may shew himself, (herself, or them­
selves) entitled to, to the satisfaction of them the said referees under the 
special circumstances of the case, in consequence of any loss or damage 
which the said owner (or owners) fitay sustain by reason of his (her, or 
their) being deprived of the services of such Slave (or Slaves), and the affi­
davit of the umpire shall be as nearly as may be in the same form and to And by the umpire. 

'ithMfflti&effoctgfrnoj thus, noqu ben <oonq dees in • 
48,—And be it further enacted, that when any owner or owners of when the owners of 

Slaves desirous of purchasing freedom as aforesaid, shall not be resident fcsidepthalin "these 
within these islands, or shall be under age, lunatic, or be niarried women islands, or shall be 
living with their husbands, > then and in all such cases, the attornics or 'lcr s&c'or 

agents of such absent owners, resident within these islands, and the agents of such absent 
parents or guardians of such minors, and the guardians of such lunatics or owners, and the pa-
i  o  #  *  i  *  i  ' * i * i  l  i  ,  1  r e n t s  o i  g u a r d i a n s  o t  
their lawful representatives, resident within these said islands, and the minors, &c. &c. &c. 
•trustees of such married women or their lawful representatives, resident MJgfflOT 
within these said islands, shall be and be held and considered as the owners 
ofall such Slaves, for all and singular the purposes last aforesaid, touching 
the purchase of the freedom of the said Slaves of such owners, who by 
'reason of their absence, nonage, lunacy, or coverture as aforesaid, shall not 
he in a situation to attend in person to the matter aforesaid. Magistrates refusing 

!)"' 4Sb*i-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any •when required to 

magistrate, who when duly required to perform any of the duties of magis-
trates as last aforesaid, in touching or concerning the purchase ot freedom purchase of freedom 
by Slaves as aforesaid, shall refuse-or neglect to perform the same, shail be b̂Ifta0veas'peŝ y  ̂
liable to a penalty of fifty pounds of lawful money of these islands for every fifty pounds. 

iff wijia Jifll sift do 4'inq o.rfJ no w {d totiJ o QJw bos tnoiieoup ' 
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Slaves con turn aci- such offence, and should any owners of Slaves desirous of purchasing 
3P»"St«S;^SS, th9 lawf"' representatives of such owner, 1 
vi the magistrates.or . > contumaciously refuse to submit to the authority of the 
wantonly impeding magistrates as aforesaid, in the execution of ihni* 1 r r • > 

intentionally and unnecessarily 'deiay ot won only^mWrusf'oV 
SA U £ proceeding in the premises, all such oflendeL shall be liable 

*» '"V pounds of lawful ,"; 
the coiirtmaycnii.au- i . . ( cvciy offence , and on their conviction for any 
nel a jury and deter- §nCU ,OIl,CUCea it shall and liaV be lawful for tlio nn-i-u** J /* 1 i 
mine by verdict the conviction shall tnW ML ' 7 0} the cotut before whom such 
value ot the slave or i . vC place, so soon thereafter as justice may admit of 
Slaves. '' • under the circumstances of therico tn i . J •nut 01» 
And on payment of0f twelve disintprmcfon , ' ? empannel a sworn inquest or lUi-y 
the amount .of such . , , - Jforested persons to inquire into and determine by verdict as 
verdict, byoronac-to the value of the Slave or K1ivp« in 1 * IB it 
conm of the Slave into amount of surh vprrli^t i question, and upon payment of the 
court,sttcli slave shall , n*.01 s^11 vcrclijpt, by or on account oi the said Slave or Shvea inio 
by the sentence of the COUrt, tllC Said Slave Or SinvP« eh all |„, e 4 ,• . ! ,j|aVCS int» 
court be adjudged to dillv recorded be n,u a f , £ ' y Sentence ot the said court to be 
Ae ?ee- ill ft- be.adjudged to be lice, and the money so paid into roiirt 
And the amount so Sllall, after deductxne* the amount of ihtx Ann P • I  ! 1 1  
paid into court aftw co<ats an(j A w nf* oil i • 1 i aforesaid, and all reasonable 
deducting- the r,ne ?°" ncf cllaiges^)f all and singular the several proceeding last aforesaid 
and costs, shall be in the said court, be paid over to the said own^r +i •? f, atoresai(l 

ZLrv to the tatives as aforesaid in this behalf tl>eit kwful *en" ji 

3S.1 'MXan<i be u W fc 
of judgment, credi- , 1 / th'^ noihlnS >" this Act confined, shall be in any 
tors, magistrates,mannei taken held, or construed to destroy, diminish or impair or otlic, 

wese injuriously nftectthejust rights of judgment, creditors, mortfa'vecv irint 
But when the pro- proprietors or reversioners of any description • l»nt «,u„0 ?i & 'Joint 
perty of owners in of nwnPN in nnv ^ uesciiption . but Whensoever the property 
slaves desirous of. . ' Y ~"aves desirous tif purchasing freedom as aforesaid shall 
purchasing their free- be bound by any iudsment nr mnrtffarm m,. X.1 dioiesaio, biiait 
Jom, shaii be hound silaii i. a & ln?lttsagP» oi any other person or persons, 
*y judgment or al1 llave a joint oi leversionary interest ot any kind in the same and the 
mortgage, 0r any same be not made known in the ennrsp nf -mv rv.vvrs r , other person shall j t f • . 111 Ule couise ot any pioceedmgs under, or in 
have a joint or rever- 1 B 111155 Act> *0 tile relerCCS aS atoreSaid, 01- to the court nnrl iiire no 
ar-rr«2 'a" my* kn..wi«giy 

x&pz&'&s: isaseMconccivin^ ,"imseir«k»*« 
from the referees and j , , J. °r anY Of them, and wllO shall aftei'Wai'ds 1)0 
the court and jury, pi'OVCd to be Still more 01" loSS a SI a VP nr li-.Mn . UU due"yai'OS UO 
any Slave aggrieved afterWards tlipn .,„,i n 1 ' , °' ''Aolc to any manner oi bondage 
thereby may recover cq, :«in(l in that case, such Slave or Slaves shall be entitled to 

3£ts:d lmm m««.Pei*spns and person so having wgy d 

S5tS,-J£iSJJdb a| 
the amount of the ,• • t ^ •' .» 1)Cllb 01 luoit^agc, or of the existence of any such 
compensation to icJ ^ lcversioixary intei'est as cxfoi*esui(l or who elinlI in i 
paid for his freedom, a din^ abettincr or conn Ivinn- Tt . , ' ? l\° sl^U 111 any manner be 

of sucl cln^t on m rVf g't y SU 1 c?ncefment, double the amount 
!f'tl!o,Lf?P l)atd fur the emancipation of such Slave or Slaves • mid 

But when the referees •]• C1^es'0r court and jury as aforesaid, in the course of any oftheuro-
or court and jury shall ceCCUngb aforesaid, pi'OVlded by this Art at nfnepa-iirl 1,, O • 1 n 
have noticeJot such having notice of nnv S l,i Actasatoiesaid m the premises, shall, 
judgment or rever- j , , ^ f bUC" judgment, mortgage, or ioint, or reversionarv 
siouary interest, &c. right as aforesaid, then, and in that case it shall nnrl ; ' v\ i , 
&c„ they may deter- referees nr inrnr* hv .1 ' . i \ ' 11 S1 dU aiKl maY be lawful forSUCll 
mine by awarder . .luloli,» oy then Eiward orverdictto determine whether the whole or 
verdict whether the any, and what part of the compensation ifm-P^.Vi J.V'w 
whole or any part of conscience to Iip „«5rl *i 0 .P^"8*1"011 '"oi ebaid. ought in equity andgood 
t«»11 , compensation c lscleilce to be paid to the judgment, creditors, mortgagees ioint owners 
.hall be paid to the or reversioners as aforesaid, as the case mav |,P „nldf J i n Y judgment,creditor,or n.,if] appnrrlino-1 tr • 1 1 11 ub CdSC lliay Ue, and the SaillC shall h(J SO 
reversioner, &0. &c., PtLlcl accoiclin^ly and should any such judgment, creditor morfcforec ioint 
and the same shall be awneiv 01* reversioner not bp nrpcuut lu .u • muu^agec^oini 
so paid to them ac- hg- u h . t^if leceive any monies so to lum, 
cordingly, ,f present, ?e^.or tlie™> payable by reason ol the premises, the same shall be drnosited 
but if absent, to he in the public treasury of the colnnv fnV h\m i.l. d , ,Rq c 

KIT t Kli'K or their sole accouut! and for 
sg bc deducte" fro'u th° 

age ofteuucK tutehildren^ndeg Iriuri'i'1'' Provajc'' a'sfo aI"i lie it further enacted, that 
iA-CSSWAct cacê kr, n"0' r° T"̂  "*"* 
their owners. whatsoever in'vthi'no. hA - i <? [le ownc}* tlicrcof, ixixdcr any circumstances 
And no Slave shall llatbocvci, anything hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwithshnd. obtain his freedom lXlff ! and DrOYlded ;ilsn fliof no CI , i n .1 . ^^uMcity I10LWuihiailU-
onder this Act miiess tj j a a^xinsf tKo ill fth " ves ^ obtain their freedom under 

Sest kX5 biSSiL" 1 1 Cir VTrS (°r °thers îng them in charge), 
lie has honestly w-. jd d _ 0 tilc satislaction of the relerccs or jury, as before 

I ovmea, that the funds from which the compensation is to be paid for 
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their freedom shall have been honestly acquired, anything hereinbefore iuiml ,he.flinds for 

contained to the contrary notwithstanding. compensation. 

52.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that except in Except in cases m .. ^ * winch by this or some 
cases in which, in and by the provisions of this Act, or some other Act or other act ofassembiy, 
Acts of the General Assembly of these islands, the power of trying persons ptrsonsToroffence"is 
for offences is expressly vested in one or more magistrates, persons charged vested in one or more 

with any of the offences mentioned in this Act, shall be tried for the same ™raSre^fwUiiorf^es 
in the General Court of these islands, according to the course of the common mentioned in this Act, 

1  1 1 1  <  •  J *  A  |  

law, or the provisions of this or some other act of assembly, applicable in oenei-.a' court'," a!! 
such cases, and on conviction shall suffer fine and imprisonment, or either, cording to the court* 
within the limits prescribed by this Act, or otherwise by the laws of this o'r oVtheprovtoousuf 
colony; and in cases where no limits are so prescribed, then the party con- ot^ja0„ 
victed shall be sentenced to a fine of not less than five, nor more than fifty conviction snffe" fin" 
pounds lawful money of these islands, and to imprisonment for any space and imprisonment, or j T J X J L either us prescribed 
of time not exceeding one month, or to fine or imprisonment only within by tins Act, or other-

the same limits at the discretion of the court: Provided, however, that J[1,eseco1inntyheŵ p™es r°„ 
whenever any such offences last aforesaid shall be committed by Slaves, or such limits are so 

others liable to be tried by slave courts, according to the form and effect Lb "°r 
of any Act or Acts ofassembiy in such case made and provided, and now above fifty pounds, 
in force within these islands, the parties charged with such offences, shall c7("dnig onn"onth| 
and may be tried by such slave courts accordingly, and on conviction be or lilie or imprison-
punished as is by law already therein provided, except as is hereinbefore fhf'like offence., 
excepted in cases where one or more magistrates shall have summary juris- co™™iltted ^ 
diction in the premises according to the provisions of this or some other punished.'^ 
act ofassembiy as aforesaid. 

53.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all fines, E<"1!allics> {""*• a?d 
i c c •, i • i i • i i • forfeitures, how to be penalties, and forfeitures, to be imposed, levied, or received, in pursuance applied, 

of the enactments and provisions of this Act, excepting only as to such 
fines, penalties or forfeitures, or any parts of the same which are herein­
before directed to be otherwise applied or appropriated, shall be paid into 
the treasury of these said islands, in aid of the support of his Majesty's 
government within the same, in such manner as may be designated by 
some Act or Acts of the General Assembly of these islands and nototherwise. 

54.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all 
cases in which, according to the provisions of this Act, or of the first above-
recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, any affidavits, oaths, 
examinations, or depositions under oath, as in the case of witnesses on trials, 
of fact, or otherwise, are required or allowed to be administered, taken, or 
sworn to the people called Quakers, shall be permitted to substitute their • r 

solemn affirmation in the place of all such oaths, anything in this Act con- testation in place of 

tained to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided however, that any such an oatl1-

person so affirming to that which the person so affirming does not at the 
time of such affirmation know to be true, shall be held guilty of wilful and 
corrupt perjury; on conviction thereof shall suffer the pains and penalties of False affirmation 
wilful and corrupt perjury, and be liable to all the disabilities legally con-dt:emed PerJury-
sequent upon such conviction ; And provided also that no such affirmation 
shall be received in evidence in any trial for any offence for which the per­
son tried would on conviction be liable to suffer death. 

55.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when any Persons 8lied foraDy 
person or persons whatsoever, shall or maybe sued at law for anything tiling done under tins 
done by the authority, or in pursuance of this Act, or of any of the pro- ̂ hici"1 this' If an 
visions of the same, or of the provisions of the first above-recited Act, to amendment, may 
which this Act is an amendment, the party defendant may plead the general j^, e eenera 

issue, and under that issue give this Act, and any special matter in evidence; 
and when in any such suit judgment shall pass for the party defendant, or 
the party plaintiff shall be nonsuited, or discontinue his, her, or their action 
in the premises, the party defendant shall be entitled to double costs. 

56.—And be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and AH parts and section., 
after the passing of this Act, all such part and parts, section and sections, oftuf ActPto°wWch 
clause and clauses, provision and provisions, passages and enactments of this is an amendment, 
the said first-above recited Act, to which this Act is an amendment, and of il"consifint° wfthAthif 
every other Act and Acts of the General Assembly of these islands, incon- Ar'ovision "of if 4)10 

sisteut with this Act, or any of the enactments and provisions of the same, nffb7fsfended.ar° 
3 A 
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or which may in any manner be construed to contravene the same, either 
wholly or in part, be, and the same are hereby declared to be, suspended for 
and during the continuance of this Act. 

uutii astli Jan.01829, "̂7. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that this Act 
and from thence,  &e.  shall be and continue in force from and after the passing thereof until the 

twenty-eighth day of January, which will be in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, and from thence to the end of the 
then next session of General Assembly, and no longer. 

Passed the House of Assembly, Passed the Legislative Council, 
15th December, 1826, " 19th December, 1826, 

L! KERR, Speaker. P. BROWN, President. 
Assented to the 22d day of December, 1826. 

WM. VESEY MUNNINGS. 

A. B-"| General Court, Hilary, 7th Geo. IF, 
v. > Trespass on the case. 

C. D .J  
THE above-named plaintiff, A. 13., being duly sworn, saith that the fob 

lowing Slaves, the alleged property of E. F., of the Island of Elenthera, 
planter, as this deponent is advised and believes, are material witnesses on 
this deponent's behalf in the above cause, namely, G. H. place of abode, 
governor's harbour at Elenthera aforesaid, colour black, sex male, and 
about thirty years of age ; also J. K., same place of abode, same colour, 
same sex, and about twenty-eight years of age ; and also L. M„ same place 
of abode, a Mulatto, sex female, and about twenty-two years of age; as the 
said three several Slaves are registered in the office of the clerk'of the 
crown of these islands, as being competent to give evidence in the several 
courts of the same, in pursuance of the act of Assembly in that case made 
and proved ; and the deponent on his said oath further saith, that he doth 
not require the evidence of more than two of the said Slaves, to any one 
point at issue, in the above cause, or the evidence of airy one of them, to 
any point, matter, or thing, concerning which the said Slaves, or any of 
them, as this deponent is advised and verily believes are legally incompe­
tent to give evidence, on any account whatsoever. 

(Signed) A, B, 
Sworn to tins day of 

A. D„ 1826. 
Before me, 

(Signed) N. P., Prothonotary. 
A true copy froom the original Act, 

(Signed) J. NESBITT, Secretary. 
ft • ' 

" An Act to amend, consolidate, and bring into one Act, the several 
Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection 
and Security, and for suspending several Acts and Clauses of 

. Acts therein mentioned, and for other Purposes." 

(January 28th, 1824.) 

Preamble. WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws which from time to time have 
been enacted for the government of Slaves should be amended, consolidated, 
and brought into one Act, and other provisions made for their protection 
and the prompting of their moral and religious instruction, and by means 
thereof, their general comfort and happiness, so far as is consistent with due 
order arid subordination, and the well being of this colony: May it there-
fore please your Majesty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by his 
Excellency Lewis Grant, Esquire, Major-general of your Majesty's Forces, 
Captain-general, and Governor-in-Chief, the Council and Assembly of 
your Majesty s Bahama Islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by 
the authority of the same, that from and after the passing of this Act, all 

van<J every the hereinafter-mentioned laws and clauses, and parts of laws, 


