As A CT jor the encouragement of fuch Negroes and other Slaves, that fhall
bebave themfelves courageoufly againft the Enemy in tine of Invafion.
ORASMUCH as there are many Negroes and other Slaves in

F this Ifland, who are worthy of truft and confidence to be repofed
in them, and therefore may be of great fervice to this Ifland, ﬂlOUld- the
fame be invaded : To the end therefore that encouragement may be given
for every Negro or other Slave, to behave themfelves couragioufly aga{n&
the Enemy, Be it enalted by his Excellency, MMitford Crowe, Efquire,
Captain General, and Comimander in chicf of this and other the Caribbee-
Ilands, lying and being to windward of Guadaloupe, the Honourable th‘c
Members of Her Majelly’s Council, and the General Aflembly of this

Ifland, and by the Authority of the fame, that every Negro or other Slave

within this Ifland, who in time of Invafion by Her Majefty’sEnemics, orother

attempt to be made on this Ifland, fhall engage and couragioufly behave
himfelf in time of battle, {o .as to kill any one of the Enemy, the faid

Negroes or other Slaves, and every of them, upon due proof thereof made

before one of Her Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace in this Ifland, by the

oath of two credible white Men, fhall be and are hereby refpectively de-
clared Free-men, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, and fhall bedeemed
and held abfolutely free from all future f{lavery towards his Mafter and

Miftrefs, from and immediately after {uch proof to be made in manner

aforefaid.

AnD to the end that the Owners of every fuch Negro or other Slave, who
thall gain their Freedom by virtue of this A&, may receive a full recompence
for the lofs which they fhall fuftain thereby, Be it enacted by the Autho-
rity aforefaid, That every Negro or other Slave, who fhall happen to be
fet free by this Act, fhall be valued and appraifed on oath by two of the
neighbouring Free-holders, to the place where the Owners of fuch Ne-
groes or Slaves live, before-.one of Her Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace in
this Ifland ; which Juftice of the Peace fhall give a Certificate of the value
to the Owner or Owners of fuch Negroes or Slaves, who are to produce the
fame to his Excellency, and thereupon his faid Excellency, by and with
the advice and confent of the Council, is humbly defired to iffue his Order
or Orders on the Treafurer of this Ifland for the time being, forthwith to pay
the {fame out of the duty of Excife on ftrong Liquors; and in cafe it thall
fo happen, that at the time of the iffuing of {fuch Orders, there fhall not be

money {uflicient in the Treafury to difcharge the fame, then upon the Trea-
furer’s certifying the f{ame upon the back of each Order or Orders, the

refpetive Owners thercof fhall be allowed Intereft, atand after the rate of

ten pounds per Cenr. per Annwm, from the time of the date of the faid Cer-

tificate, until the full vaiue of every fuch Negro or other Slave, fhall be
paid and fatisfied. |

AND beit further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Negroes
or other Slaves at the time of Invafion, or appearance of the Enemy,

thall
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{hall happen to be killed, the Owner or Owners, of {uch Negroes or oth

Slaves, fhall be paid the full value of every fuch Negro or other Slaye Oer
of the public Treafury of this Ifland ; which value fhall be fet by the ouy
of two credible witnefies, beforeany one of Her Majefty’s Juftices of the Pes

in this Ifland, who is hereby required to give a Certificate thereof ¢, tgc
Owner or Owners of fuch Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or S]avef
upon which Certificate, his Excellency, by and with the advice ang co;’
fent of the Council, i$ humbly defired to iffue his Order or Orders fg;
payment thereof; any Law, Cuftom, or Ufage to the contrary, i any

wife notwit{tanding.

Pafled the joth day of November, 1707.




