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An N CT to focure the peaccable poffeffion of Negroes and other Slaves, ts
the Inbabitants of this Ifland 5 and to prevent and punifh the clandefiine and
Wlegal Detinue of them.

F ORASNMUCII as the Eftates and Plantations of this Ifland, arc
chicfly managed and fupported by the labour and fervice of Negrocs
and other Slaves, and therefore arce cqually valuable to the Inhabitants,
as Lands, and ought to be under as great regard and lecurity in Law ; and
that what thall be adjudged a lawful pofieflion of them may be afcertained;;
and that all private, concealed, covert, clandeftine, cunningly defigned,
and 1llegal pofletlions may be duly punifthed, and for the future prevented;
Be it enacted by his Excellency Artford Crowe, Efq; Her Majeily’s Cap-
tain General, and Governor in chiet of the Iflunds of Bardados, St. Luct,
Domritco, St Feents, and the reft of the Iflands, Colonics and Planta-
tions in «merica, lying and being to windward of Guadaloupe, which
now arc, or hecreafter fhall be under Her Majefty’s fubje&ion and govern-
ment, Fe. the Honourable the Members of Her Majefty’s Counal, and
the General Affembly of this Ifland, and by the Authority of the tame, that
all and every perfon and perfons what{oever, who have had an open, cledr,
free and notortous poficilion of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
for the {pace of three months together before the date of this Act, ac-
counting only eight and twenty days to each month, and who cained {ch
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pofictiion legally by due courfe of Law, fale at public Outery, defeent, of

-+ became feized as Executor, Adminiftrator, Attorney, Manager, * Renter,
1;. or other lawtul power and authority, and have not procured fuch poficl-
“

or traudulently, {hall be

Lon privately, detignedly, cunningly, obtcure] I
:1 'V'tr tiu "i' ~




T e ST T L T W LY P b crme T i e a - =

The L AW S of BAR

BADOS.

- =T I T i v v g

189

il

o

..vs deemed, taken and adjudged, and is hereby declared to have a
ahwa) d juft pofiefiion againft all perfons whatfoever, to hold any Negroes
]egn} a:gsj until a full and legal recovery fhall be had and obtained ; and in
or{S o:.:rhérc Negroes and Slaves are newly imported, to be employed or
?:]5 . this Ifland, the Importer, whilft he keep themfor his own ufe, and
;li;"o e firft purchafer, when here folf:l, {hall be deemed, allowed and
-diudzed to have a legal poficflion equivalent to three months, though
fsch Negro or Slave have not bet::.n here {o long. )

ExcEPTING and fllways Provided, that all and every per{on or perfons,
who have any ]uﬂ right to {uch Negroes or Slaves is, nor {hall .bc? by this
A¢t, nor any thing therein contal_ned, ba{rcd, or foreclofed, injured or
prciudiccd in the juft rccovery of his legal right to fuch Negro or Negroes,
save or Slaves, by due courfe of Law or Eclulty; and all _other pOﬁ(:.‘f—-
rons, which thall not be in manner as before 1s expreffed, without covin,
contrivance, unjuft defign, or fraud, are bereby declar_ed, and ﬂml'l be ad-
judged on legal pofieflion, and a concealing, harbouring and unjuft de-
tainng, contrary to Law, and the true intent and meaning of this Act. |

Axp therefore be it enacted, and it is enaed, ordained and declared
by the Authority aforefaid, that if any perfon or perfons, from and after
iic Publication of this Act, fhall knowingly maintain, keep, harbour,
conceal, or detain any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, in f{uch fecret,
clandeftine, and illegal manner as ﬁaf:m"cfaid, all z:‘.nd every {uch perfon or
perfons, who 1s, or are in fuch cale 1n_;]urcd or grle\fed, and have, or thall
have their Negroes or Slaves, fo detained from him, her or them, are
hereby fully impowered to make his, her, or their complaint to any of the
wo neareft or neighbouring Juftices qf the Peace, (one whc.reof to be_of
the Quorum ] to the place of the ha!)ltation of the Complainant; which
complaint is to be exprefled 1in writing gnder the hand of fuch Com-
rlainant, in order to the faid Juftices making a r_ecord thereof, as well as
cther the proceedings thereon ; which faid Juftices arc l?erc:by, and by
the Authority aforefaid, required and impowecred, within two days at
fartheft after the time of {uch complaint, to iffue a Warrant or Warrants,
ender their Hands and Seals, containing the fubftance of fuch complaint,
o any {worn Conftable, requiring fuch Conftable thereby firictly to fum-
mon fuch perfon or perfons fo complained of, to appear before them
within four days at fartheft, to make anfwer to fuch complaint; and alfo to
fammon all and every perfon or perfons whon} the complainant fhall al}egﬁlge,
can give evidence in the matter of complaint, who are hereby enjoined
to declare the whole truth of their knowledges in the matter complained
of: And the faid Juftices arc hereby impowered and required, to grant
their Warrant or Warrants, to fearch for and apprehend fuch Negro or
Negroes, Slave or Slaves, as fhall be fo complained for and illega.lly de-
tained, to the end they may view the faid Slave or Slaves ; and that it may
be, as it is hereby declared to be in the power of the faid Juftices, to order
and deliver the pofleflion of the f{aid Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
iccording to the appointment and intent of this A&, on due and legal
proot thereof, before the faid Juftices, by the oath of one or more cre-
dible witneffes, that the Negro or Negroes, dlave or Slaves, complained
for have, before the time of fuch complaint made, been in the lawful,
quict and peaceable cuftody and pofiefiion of the Complainant, or Com-
Plainants for the time and {fpace of three months, and in fuch legal manner
33 herein before i1s mentioned and exprefled ; and that the Party or Parties
"omplained of, have in an unjuft and unlawful manner, maintained, kept,
“rboured, concealed, or fraudulently detained fuch Negro or Negroes,
ave or Slaves, contrary to the intent of this A&, or have not come 1“3
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Slaves newly imported,
the Importer whilft he
keeps them for his own
ufe, and the firt Pyr.
chafer, fhall have a legal
pollefiion equal tu thice
moaths,

Provifo.

That fuch as have juft
Right, bc not barred o
Recovery at Commeon
Law, or Tquity.

What thall be deemed an
illegal and  unjuft pof-
feflion, adjudged a4 dea
taining.

Claufe 11

Complaint  to be in
Wiiting, and to the two
nedareft Juflices, who are
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Warrant of Search to be
1ffucd for the Negrucs
complained for.

Juftices to ordcr Pof-
fefiion, according to this
Law,

What fhall be fufficient
proof of a Detinue,

See Cl, 1. and 8.
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1t thercfore cnafled and declared by the Authority

T g

the poficffion of the fame by fome lawful, or warrantable way .
means, (::1lthough it fhall apear to the faid Juflices, that the time of 'l*u:-,L
unlawful detinue as aforcfaid, do or {hall exceed the time and I‘p;tcchf?
three months) then and in fuch cafe, fuch Juftrces thall adjudge the Pary.
or Partics fo complained of, guilty of an 1llegal detention, contrary to the
intent and meaning of this A& ; and the Party and Parties {o found
cuilty, (hall pay to the Complainant or Complainants, for every day, or 3y

part of a day, which the Oftender or Offenders, fhall be proved and o4

judged to have unlawfully detzined each and cvery fuch Negro or Negrog:

Qlave or Slaves, the fum of five pounds fterling money, and o propo;.
tionably for a longer time; Provided the faid penalty doth not exceed gpe
hundred pounds fterling: And the faid Juftices are hercby further impowerey
and required ftrictly to command and enjoin the faid Offender or Offender
to deliver and reftore to the Compianant ot Complainants, and into hi;
her or their {afe poﬁl:fﬁon, each and every fuch Negro or Negroes, Sl:u--:
or Slaves : and in default or refufal thereof, to forfeit and pay the fum ¢f
two hundred pounds fterling, for cvery fuch Negro or Slave {o detained e
forefaid ; and in cafe any fuch Offender or Offenders, do not obey the
Order, Sentence and Judgment of the faid Juftices, as to the payment of
the {2id penalty, and reftoring the Ivegio or Negroes, Slave or Slaves {o
detained, then the faid Juftices arc hereby impowered and required forth-
with, after fuch Judgment by them given, to ifluc Execution under the'-
Flands and Scals, puriuant to the Judgment aforefaid, azain{t fuch Oftender
or Oftenders, and cvery of them, as well for the penalty aforefaid as for
he faid forfeiture of two hundred pounds fterling, for every Negroor
Slave, fo as aforefaid detained and that fhall not be forthwith reftored,
to the Complainantin manner aforefaid ; which IExecution is to be direted
to any Conf{lable within the Parifh where the complaint fhall be made;
who 1s hereby impowered and required to levy the fame, and procecd there-
‘1 in like manner as the Marfhals of the Courts of Common-pleas of this
Ifland, arc impowered to proceed upon Exccutions at common Law ; and
the Conftables in this cafe fhall and may receive the like Feces as the Mar-
(hals of the Courts of Common-pleas in this [fland, are by Law impowered
‘o demand and receive; and the faid Juftices are hereby further required,
upon rcqueft of cither of the Parties, Complainant or Defendant, to oive them
or cach of them a fair and full copy of all their proceedings, containing the
Complaints, Proofs, Orders, Judgments, and Executions at large, under
their Hands and Seals, for which the Party defiring the {ame, fhall immec-
diatcly pay the fum of ten fhillings, togcther with five fhillings more.
when the taid Copies fhall be fully complete and perfected, and delivered
to him.

Provipep necverthelefs, that if any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Staves,
adjudged or ordered to be delivered, or reftored to the Complainant 0

Complainants, as aforefaid, fhall happen to diec a natural death bctween
the day of complaint and the time that the Judgment (hall be given a

aforefaid, and duly madeappear by any legal witnefles, fuch Offender fhalz
not be liable to the forfeiture of two hundred pounds fterling aforefmd :
any thing in this -\¢t contained to the contrary notwith{tanding. _
But forafinuch as fuch fecret, clandeftine, and illegal detaining of Ne-
erocs and Slaves, arc not cahly difcovered tor want of legal evidence, Pe
aforetaid, That cverdy

fuch Complainant, and Complainants {o grieved, if they have not {utii-

b cient cvidence to prove fuch detinue at all, or that they can prove but

part of the number of Negroes and Slaves that have been detained, thed

and in fuch cafe the faid Juftices are hereby f{ully authorized, 1mpowe

W
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pired to examine the Party or Parties complained of upon Oath,

and icﬁ Affirmation (if Quakers ) requiring them, and each of them to d::-
4 165[118 truth concerning fuch Complaint, (in cafe of failure of other wit-
clare and 1if upon f{uch Oath or Affirmation, it fhall appear to 'Ehe {ai1d
nd{f':sz:s that fuch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, have deen 1llegally
Jutalifleé’ then fuch juftices thall order fuch N_fagro or Negroes, S!ave or
gfavcs, to be reftored in manner aforefaid ; but if the Party or Parties, fq
jawfully fummoned and returned, fo to be upon oath of the Conftable,
cept in cafe of extraordinary ficknefs, fo as to difable him, her or them)
(ehﬁ Eec:-'le&, or refufe toappear, anf{wer, difcover, or declare upon Oath,
{hale al Affirmation as aforefaid, to fuch queftions as fhall be afked and de-
ganc%:d concerning the detaining {uch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
o complained for, it thall be taken pro confeffo, that fuch Negro or Ne-
oroes, olave or Slaves, have been illegally detained ; and the faid Juftices
?hall eive Judgment accordingly, asif fuch detennjon had*been c?therwﬁe
fully proved : And in {uch cafe, where the Offender’s oath is required, the
faid Juflices are hereby authorized and impowered to adjudge fuch Dla--
magcs as they 1n their conlciencies do believe have been fuftained by the
Complainant or Complainants, for every day that fuch Negro or Negroes,
Slave or Slaves, have been fo illegally detained, according to the \{altle of
the fervice of {uch Slave or Slaves; which Damages when fo adjudged,
the faid Juitices fhall order the Offender or Offenders, forthwith to pay
to the Complainant or Complainants; and upon the refufal of the Offend.er
cr Offenders to pay the fame, the faid Juftices fhall grant Iixecution in
manner aforefaid, only for fuch Damages fo afcertained; and the f:}n}c 18
to belevigd in manner aforefaid, not exceeding the_ fum- of two fhillings
fterling money, per auy, for each Negro; and fhall likewife order and puﬂt
the Complainant into pofieffion of the faid Negro or Negroes in mannes >
znd under the penalty of two hundred pound, for each Negro or other
Slave, as aforefaid : But if fuch complaint fhall appear to be vexatious,
then the faid Juftices fhall tax reafonable Coft for the Defendant againft
the faid Complainant or Complainants, not exceeding the fum of five

pounds iterling Money; and in cafe of non-payment thereof within ten

days, Execution to iffue and be levied in manner aﬁ?refaid. o

AnDp be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any perfon
or perfons, who on any Sale at Outcry of any Goods, Chattels or other
Eftects, by virtue of this Act, fhall happen to be the greateft bidder, {hall
not pay the fum by him, her or them, bid at fuch Sale at Outcry, wuhm
twenty days, then and in fuch cafe the Juftices of the Peace, before whom
the firft complaint was made, fhall, and they are hereby impowered and
required to iffue a Writ of twenty per Cens. againft the perfon or perfons,
who fails in payment, in the fame manner as is appointed on Sales at Out-
cry, by virtue of any proceedings in the Courts of Common-pleas in this
Ifland. .

Axp fora more {peedy recovery of Negroes and Slaves, by Suits at the
common Law, Be it cnated and ordamned by the Authority aforefaid,
Thatall and every perfon or perfons, who thall lay any claim to' the I'l%lht,
property and inheritance of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves:., ihall
and may lawfully bring his, her or their Suit or A&ion, againft any pelfczn or
perfons, who have pofleflion of any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, except
Overfeers and Managers, who have Negroes and Slaves under their

charge in the right of other, who, by the intent of this Adt, are not
deemed to have the right of poflfeflion, but their Maﬂzer. or M;ﬁrefs, or
thofe who reprefent them, and are the perfons dee.med lﬁlable to be fued
N fuch mauner as other perions herein before-mentioned in the Court of

Common-pleas

Juftices to order the
Negro to be reftored, if
proof i3 made of the
Detention,

Defendant  refufing  to
anfwer, it fhall be talcen
pro confefls,

See Cl. 3o, 1f Faidences
refufe to appear,of anfaver,

4

Where the Defendant’s
Oath 1™ required, the
Juflices to adjudge only
the damages.

Which fhall be paid forth

with, or Exccution to
iilue, and be levied,

but not to exceed zs, per
day 3 and to put the
Compliinant inte pof-
lﬂﬁiﬂnu

Cf}mpldhlt np;:caring
vexatious, the Juslices Lo
tax Colts fcr the de-
fendant  not cxceedings
sl. if not paid in 10
days, Exccution to iffuc
and be fevied as afore-
{aid.

Claufe IV.

Purchafers on Out-crys,

to pay the Sum nd
within 20 days,

Vid. Nr, 28. CL A

Or a Writ of twenty pe
Cene w0 iflue againdl
them,

Claufe V,

Perfons claiming Right
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who have the Pofleflion;
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Where fuch Actions fhall
be brought; and hew
ﬁ rveal,
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Common-pleas, held for the Precincts where fuch Defendant lives ; 4,
in cafc they have no certain habitation of their own, then the Aion fh':‘-l
be ferved in the moft ufual, or common place of abode, ten days ap y,
lcaft, before the fetting of the faid Court; and upon legal return of iy},
fcrvice, the Judges of the refpective Courts of Commonpleas aforefs;g
are hercby fully impowered, authorized and required, in all fuch ¢y
to proceed to trial, and give Judgment the firft Court after a full and perfc{;
iffluc fhall be joined, and the Caufe made fit for Trial or JUdgmcnth
cither in matter of Law or fact. ’

Provinep always, that in cafe the Cwner of any Plantation, or |,
Executors or Adminiftrators, are not in this Ifland, and have no Attome;}
or Attornies here, then the Agent or chief Managsr, or Overfeer of fyd,
Plantation fhall be profccuted, examined and awarded againft, for unlaw.
fully detaining of fuch Negroes as all other perfons are by this A& ; i
fo * he fhall be if he unlawfully detain and keep any Negro or Slave, be.
longing to any other perfon, without the exprefs order of his Mafter, o
[Employer.

AND for the more {peedy bringing all fuch Actions which any ways re.
latc to Negroes for Tnal and Judgment, It is hereby enacted and oraaiued
by the Authority aforefaid, that cvery Plaintift or Plaintiffs, when he,
fhe or they files their Declaration 1n the Clerk’s Office of the Courts of
Common-plecas, thall leave in the faid Ofhee with the Clerk all fuch Powers,
or Letters of Attorney, l.ctters Teftamentary, or of Adminiftration o
Guardianthip, Deeds and Wnitings, or legal attefted Copies thereof, from
fome Othce of Record, as are any ways mentioned in the A&ion or A&ions
filed, and whereof prgfers 1s made, to the end the Defendant or Refendant;
may have a view of the fume, the better to enable him, her or them, to
plead within the time limited and preferibed by this A¢t; and after any
Plea of Abatement fhall be filed 1n the faid Office, then the Plaintiff or
Plaintiffs, may take all {fuch Papcrs and Writings from the faid Clerk into
his, or their cuftody.

AnD it is hereby further enadted, ordained and declared by the Autho-
rity aforefaid, That in cale the Defendant fhall plead in Abatement to {uch
Action, fuch Plea thall be filed in the Ofhice of the faid Court in four days
after duc fervice thereof, that the Plaintiff may take a copy thereof ; which
Plea of Abatement fhall be called and argued the firft Court after the aling
of the fame; and if tuch Plea (hall be over-ruled by the Court, then the
Defendant fhall plead iffuably, or in Bar, or demur fourteen days at far-
thett after the latt day of the Court that fuch Plea of Abatement thall be
over-ruled and hAled in the faid Othce, that the Plaintiff may have Copics
thereof, in order to join ifiue, reply or demur; and if it thall fo happen,
that further {pecial pleadings fhall be requifite to complete any Caule for
Trial, cither by the Court or Jury, then it fhall be in the pewer, or dii-
cretion of the Court, to give the Plaintiff or Defendant a Rule, not exceed-
ing fourteen days 1n any ncceflary cafe where further pleading 1s requircd,
having duc regard not to fuffer any dilitary pleadings, or continuancces;
but that all Actions relating to the right, or property of Negroes, be every
Court firft called and procceded upon with all cxpedition, as far forth as
the Caufe will admit of, until a full, juft, and final fentence (hall be
given.

AND becaufe it hath been very difficult to prove a right to Negrocs,

thceir Names many times dbeing unintelligible, and many going under two
Claufe VI names, and others underone and the famec name; Be it therctore enacted
wiar tall be Gfnisst by the Authority aforefaid, That if the evidence proves the Negroes de-

Tvidoree, wwhere the

s oF Neewes are Clared for, to be tuch Negroes as have been, or are commeoenly decemed,
un.aizinsidle, O knovﬁn



;

P _
The LAWS of BARBADGS.

e -

e il

awn of taken to be the Negroes or Slaves, of the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs
Lniﬁ; the Defendant fhews a more clear right and proof paramount to the
B:r],_:m or Negroes, Slave or Slaves in queftion, that then and in fuch cafe
hxcg Negrocs and Slaves f{hall be deemed and judged to be {ufhiciently

’-‘

ved under iuch proof as aforefaid ; any thing in this Law {ceming to
the contrary notwith{tanding.

anp be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that upon every Claufe IX.

-

Adion of Detinue, 1f the Plaintift or Plaintiffs make recovery, the verdi&

What thall be the Juiy's
Verdidt on thePlaintifi™s

(hall be, that the Defendant or Defendants deliver into the pofleffion of {fuch recovery.

Plaintiffs, fuch Negro or Negrocs, Slave or Slaves, or for each and every
one of them, the fum of two hundred pounds current money ; and if {uch
Defendant do not perform the fame 1n fourteen days after Judgment of the

md Court upon the faid Verdict, the faid Plaintff or Pluintiffs may take Execution toifiue thereo

out Bxecution again{t {uch Defendant or 'Defendants, and levy the f{ame
unon any of their Iiftates, either real or perfonal, and for want thereof
1;;::1:1 their bodies ;3 and the manner of the pr?ceedings, as to the levy or
(f:z;rflu, to be exccuted by the Othcers of the faid Court of Common-pleas
according to the Methods of {uch Courts.

ExcepreD always, if fuch Negroces or Slaves, or any of them thall happen
to die a natural death, between the date of the Judgment and the Execu-
tion, then and 1n fuch cafe the Dcefendant fhall not be compelled, or be
liable to pay the faid penalty of two hu_ndred pounds current money ; any
thing in this Law to the contrary notwithftanding. _

A~p that there may not be any encouragement to keep and_dfztmn Ne-
arocs, when the perfons {o keeping them kl}ow they have no right ; Be it
therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that after fuch recovery is
made, the Plaintiff may have his, her, or their Action or Actions for the
damages by him, her, or them fuftained. ‘

Anp be it further ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, that all A&ions
rlating to the property and right of Negroes, and the pleadings to them,
thall be put firft upon the lift, and called for trial, as the fame fhall
everally be, according as they are entered ; and if it appear that the Offi-
cers or any of them be guilty of any corruption, either by neglecting to
cive timely {ummons, or in fummoning of Juries, or wilfully fail in their
duty, by ¢iving wrong copies of Records, mifplacing {fuch A&ions on the
liit, or otherwife, then f{uch evil praltices being duly and legally proved
before the faid Court or the major part thereof, the faid Officer fhall be
difplaced, and for ever rendered incapable of the {aid Office ; and be further
liable to the damages {uftained by reafon of {uch misfeazance.

Axp be it further enalted by the Authority aforefaid, that all Writs of
Error on Negro-A&ions, thall be brought within fourteen days after Judg-
ment given at the Common Law, or after any Judgment given upon a com-
plaint before any Juftices of the Peace ; and alfo all Injunc¢tions, which fhall
be neceffary and allowed by the Chancellor, fhall be brought before Judg-
ment or within fourteen days after ; Perfons beyond f{ea, Feme-coverts, and
Infants excepted ; and all Writs of Iirror which fhall be brought on Negro-
altions, fhall be put firlt on the lift of Error.

AND be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that in all pro-
ceedings relating to the pofleflion or detention of Negroes or other Slaves,
before the Juftices ; or property before any of the Judges of the refpetive
Courts of Common-pleas in this Ifland, no Action, Billi, Complaint or any
?ther proceedings, where there fhall be more Plaintiffs than one, or where
iere 1s but one Plaintiff, thall fall, or abate, either by death or abfence

Ufany one or more, or all of the faid Plaintiffs to the A&ion, or Complaint;

Ddd but

1n 14 days,

Provifo.

Whin Nugrocs die a
natural death, between
the date of the Judgment

and Exccution.

SNee the Lirre of the fecond
C..L::ﬂﬁ.'.

Claufe X.

After  Recovery the
Plaintiff may have an
Altion of Damages.

Claufe XI.

Al Negro Aétions to be
firft put on the Court
Lift,

Vid. CI. 7,
Penalty on Officers in
cafes of Corruption,

Claufe XII.

Writs  of Error and
Injunétion’s, to be before
Judgment, o1 in 14 days
after,

Exceptions.

Writs of Error to be firft
put on the L:ft,

Claufe XII7J.
No Negro A&ion or
Complaint, fhall abate

by the death, or abfence
of the Plantiff\
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oot e hut thole who have the right of reprefentation, either as Heirs, Guard;..
1..",

U Execurors, Adminiftrators or Attornices, fuch qualifications being produc.

1?:
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'+ delivered unto the Complaimnant the Negroes to comp\aincd or fucd fur,

" may be made as aforefaid to the two neareft or neighbouring Juftices v
- the Complainant 5 who arce hereby required to procecd in manner aforeiiil,

- difficulty to prove the poffcfiion 1n part or in the whole, then complast

upon record, thall be admitted and made Party or Parties to the reonrd, v
the rule or order of the Judges or Juftices, before whom the Cumnlaing .
Action lics; and fuch perfon or perfons (6 admitted Party or Puartics g0
have one month’s time after {fuch their admittance, that thevy may have n
time to proficute th: intereit of the perfon or perfons wnom they reprae..
neither {hall fuch Action fzll by the death of any or 211 the Defendangs, ..,
fich Aftion or Complaint {hall ¢o on and Lz maintained againtt any 1';.:
reprefentatives of fuch Defendant or Defendants, or fuch perfon or pu':-{,,.'
as fhall have the Negroes or Slaves, demanded in their poflefiion s and 4y
reprefentative of the Defendant, or perfon or perfons who have the {0
Negrrovs in their poflefiion, fhall be made Parties to the tad Cempli,
or Action in manner aforefaid, to the end they may have due tune to ¢
fend the intere{t of themtelves or the perfons thev reprelent.

A~p be it further enacted by the Autnority aforetatd, that 1f the D
fendant or Defendants in anv Action, inany the Courts of Common-ile,
within this Ifland, fhall plead that fuch Neizro or INegroes, Slave or Sy
are not in their poffeflion, then and in {uch cafe 1t hail be futncient for the
Pliintff ar Plaintfts to prove by onc or morc lcgnl evidence or evidences g
the jury, that fuch Negro or Ncgroces, Qlave or Slaves, were in the poflefin
of the Defendant, either upon the day of the Adticn brought, or withn
tenn davs betore the Action brought : Provided the Defendant hath e

within ten days afrer complaint; “nd if the Plaintiff or Plaintifis find any

for difcovery of the pofleffion, by or upon the oath of the Party or Partiest,
complnincd of ; and 1t upon fuch complaint, or examination, any time o
pofletiton of any Negro or Nerroes, olave or Slaves fhall be proved, thene
Certificate of the the time of fuch poifiefiion, under the Hands and Seals o
the {aid Juftices, fhall be fufficient proof to the Jury to find for any
Plaintitt or Plaimntifis, commeucing their Action or Adtions 1 manms
:lf-(Jl'L‘i':liLl.

Axp be it further ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, that if any
Widow {cized of any Ncgro or Negrocs, Slave or Slaves, of the Dower ¢
her Fufband, thall fend oft or any ways daircCtly or indircctly confent ©
the fending oi¥ this Ifland, or fell and difpofe of any fuch Ncgro er \:-
aroces, Qlave or Slaves, {o that they or any of them are fent oit this T1land
~s atoretaid, without the lawful confent of him, her, or them 1n reverficn
or remainder, being of full age s and alfo of the Exccutor or Adminiftrates
where they are liable to the payment of debts for want of other cffect
then and in fuch cafe it thall and may be lawful for him, her, or them mn
Ceverfion or remainder, or the Executor or Adminiftrator, and every of them,
or thote who have any truft lodged in them for the ufe of any other, 1
enter and take potieffion of fuch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, and 8!
other the Eftate which fhe holds ot the Dower of her Hutband, the fime
beinz foricited by the fending off or dupofing of fuch Negro or Ncgroe
Slave or Slaves, by this Adt.  And turther, if any f{uch Widow ihi-'tl
marry an IIuitband who fhall fend oft, or {1l and difpolc of any luch
Ncoro or NNegroes, Slave or Slaves, fo that they are fent off os alores

fid, without the lawful confent of him, her, or them in reveriion, 10*
the Trutlces as aforefaid and cvery of them, then and 1n {fuch cale ta¢

PCHCT#
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on or perfons who have the reverfion, fhall and may enter into an.d
P Al v the Eftate, which the faid Hufband holds in right of his
enjoy all and every the ate, which the {a: ! lds g
Wite as her Dower, ‘whereof.fuch Negro or Negroes 1s or are part, or
e whole, for and during the life of her Huiband.

A~p that it may fall out, that_ the Negroes and Slaves {ent off as af?rc-
(id, or difpoled of, may be of greater value thari the Eftate that !u?h
pcrfon or perfons in reverfion or remainder, or as Executor or Admlr_nf-
«r.tor can find to enter upon, fo that there may be a great dcfe& of a juft
enedv in fuch acafe : Be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
chat the perfon or perfons in reveriion or remau}der, fhall and are hereby
impowered o have an Adtion or {-\&10113 at Common-Law agfunft the
\Widow and againit the Huiband, for the recovery of tﬂrcble_thc tull value
oo fuch Neezro or Negroes fo fent off, or difpofed of as atorefaid, out of any
ocher Bitate of her {aid Hufband.

Avp alio that it 1s not hereby provided, that 1f fuch perfons in reverfion
or remamnder, or an Executor or Adminifirator, be interrupted in their
cntering upon fuch cftate forfeited _as aforefaid, how they fhall be reme-
ied : Be it therelore enacted by the Authority aforeﬁlid,‘ that every perfon
or perfons o injured as aforefaid, thall and 1s herby tully impowered to
bring an Action or Actions at the Comimgn-lawi for the recovery of {uch
forleted dtate, be the fame Land, Buildings, INegroes or Slaves, or the
value thereof, againtt any perfon or perfons who thall imp_cdc, moleft, or
iterrupt any fuch perfon as aforefaid, from taking or cntring on any the
Illate herein before mentioned ; the faid recovery to be levied on any the
Eftate real or perfonal, againft whom f{uch recovery {hall be had and ob-
tained, according as 1s :.1ppoint(:d by the Adlts rclat}ng to.th(_: Courts of C_Om"
mon-pleas; which Action or Actions {hall be tried w1t‘hm the fame time,
and under the fume rules and penalties 1n the proceedings, asis provided
for the recovery of Negroes as aforefaid. |

Awp be it further enadted by the Authority aforefaid, that the fame
proceedings {hall be had and made againtt all pertons that are poflefled of
Negroes ur other Slaves, for and during their natural lives, or thelife
of another, if they or any of them fhall {ell or fend off any fuch Negro or
Weoroes, Slave . or Slaves, or difpofe of them fo as they are f{ent oft’ this
Hland, and be under the fame forfeiture to all intents and purpofes, as the
\Widew and Hufband lic under, as aforefaid : And if any perfon or per-
(14 (o holding any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, either in Dower
i ior term of his or her own life, or the life of another perfon, fhall
vilfutly dettroy, maim, or difable any Negro or Slave fo held, fhall pay
tebie the value of fuch Negro or Slave fo deftroyed, maimed, or Eﬂlfablefi,
to the perfon or perfons in reverfion or remainder, or to his or their lawt'gl
wrcfentative 3 to be recovered againft fuch Offender or Offenders in
¢omagcs, 1 the Court of Common-pleas where fuch Oftender lives, and E::c
Lable to be fued there for the fame at any time after the faid offence is
comnutied,

Ay be it further enaced by the Authority aforefaid, that all Negroes
2iablaves, or the value thereof fhall be fued for, and tried by Action of
Detinue, \Writ e 7 artiitone facienda, Action of Trover and Converfion, Trcf—
viisor of Dower, as the the cafe thall require, and by no other Writ or
wtion whatfoever; and all proccedings to and upon {uch Action of De-

tiaue, Purtition or Dower, fhall be in the fame manner as herein before

~enpreized and appointed @ But as to Trover and Trefpafs, the proceedings

., i
LY by A

b aiter the accultomed method of the Common Law.

ProvIDED

an Aftion

Claufe XVI.

Wegroes in Dower fent

off, being of greater

value than theremuining

Eftate held in Dower,
Party inRever(iontohave
at Common
Liwagaintt the Offender,
for treble the value of the
Negroes fent off,

Claufe XVII.

Interruptions on Entries

tor any Forfeitures, the
Paty injured to have
Remedyatcommon Laws

Recoveries at Law to he
levied on any Eftate of
the Offender, as 1n the
Courts of Common
Pleas,

Sce Cl. 5. 7.and 131,

Claufe XVIITI.

The fame Proceedings
and  Penalties  againtt
Tenants for Life, as
Tenants in Dower,

Tcnanes for Life or
Dower, wilfully de-
ftroying or difabling {uch
Negroes, to pay treble
their value to the Party in
Reverfion,

How and where reco-
verable.

Claufe X1X.

Method of bringing

Actions for Negroes, or
their Value,

See Cl. 5. 7. and 11,
Exceptions, as to Trover,
and Trefpals, '
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Provipep always, and 1t 1s the true intent and meaning of thig At

‘'omplainants in Partition or Dower, 1s not to recover any pcnalt:
or damazes, upon fuch Actions againft the Defendants, for the timc:}}é
Complainants huve been out of pofivtlien, other than what may acerpe ¢
then from the commencement of their right, which they may fue fi; 3y,
due courte of Law. ’

A v it is {urther provided, that this A& or any thing herein Contained,
thall not extend to any perfon or perfons whatfocver, that hath or (i)
lend any Negro or Negroes, Slave or blaves, or let any {fuch for any tiy,
or term of years, or for a fhorter time, whofe Lealcs or Agreements are ey
pircd ; nor to any Attorney, Overfeer, or other perfon who came by the
polietiion of any fuch Negroes or Slaves, by ac¢t or confent of the Claimer,
or by tome perfons by, from, or under him, her, or them, and whei
pofictlion appears clearly to be but a bare trult; for and 1in all {uch calcs,
the Party or Parties, who makes the Claim, thail be put into poflcffion of
tuch Neorces or Slaves, by the faid Juftices 1n manner and form  afere-
{atd, and the fame proceedings are to be had in cafe of relufal, as if ap
tlewal Detention s any thing 1n this Law {ceming to the contrary notwith-
fianding : And 1n 21l cafes where any Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves,
walavwfeliv detained, are, or fhall be lent, rented, or hired out, the Boc-
tower, Renter, or Hirer fhall not incur, or be {ubject to the penalty of
five pounds per dicwn ; but tie perfon lending, rentmg, or hiring out, thall
be hiable and fubjedt to the fame only, and be levied upon for 1t accord-
ingly.

An forafmuch as many times Guardians, IKxecutors and Adminiftrators,
by connivance and fraud, do fuffer Negroes under their truft to be under-
told, and often buy fuch Negroes themiclves, or contrive that they be
beught for them, to the urcat lofs of Orpnans, Creditors, Leratees, and
all concerned, fuch Negroes beng fold oftentimes for half their worth,
cven to the ruin ot the Plantations to which they belong, and this many
tunces when there are other effects, by which means fuch Negroes might be
prefervea @ Be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That itany
Guardian, Exccutor or Admuntftrator f{hall confent or agree with any
Marfhal, Ofhcer, Creditor or other perfon, to have any Negro or Ne-

grovs, or other Slave or Slaves, belonging to the Eitate which they, or

any of them have 1n truft as aforefaid, to be extended, or fold at Outcry,
or fufter or permit any fuch Negro or Negroes, to be fold at Qutery when
there arc other cfteéls, perfonal Eftate of the deceafed, liable to the pay-
ment of any fuch debt; in fuch cafe the f{aid Guardian, Executor or Ad-
minittrator, and every or any of them fo confenting or agreeing, fuftering
or permiatting, fthall be, and are hereby refpectively hable to the forfeiture
of fitty pounds current Money of this Ifland, for each and every INegro
or other Shave fo extended, or fold at Outcry, to I cr Majefty, her Heirs
and Succefiors, for the ufe of the party grieved.

Axp be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That upon all

- Outerics of Negroes, there thall be twenty da};s for Redemption, asin caic
-+ of Land ; and until the expiration of the faid twenty days, no property

(hall be transferred to the Purchafer, who fhall not be obliged to pay his

. Money for the Negross purchafed until the expiraticn of twenty dils;

"< any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithftanding : And during the jand

twenty days, the Negroes {o purchafed, fhall remzain in the hands ol the

.- Purchafer, he giving fecurity in double the fum which the faid INegrot

(0ld for, to redeliver them to the Mar{hal if the perfon Or perfong,jrom
whom they were attached, or their Executors, Adminiftrators or Aigns

-

L.
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at hath the title of the faid Negroes, thall at any time

: tl?c pﬁiﬁi‘:idﬂt]wentv days, make due tender of, and pay unto the Mar{hal
within l;;'cr:rif:d them, or his lawful Deputy, the full value of the Outcry,
that ?ulawful charges; in which cafe fuch Purchafer at Outcry fhall dc:::-:-
and hblsck all the Negroes and Slaves {o bought and redeemed unto the {aid
}:;;rﬂlzl who fhall torthwith deliver them to the perfon or perfons that

—
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thall fo redeem them ; and it the Purchafer thall refufe, on fuch deémand of Onrefuti sthereof, fuck
a

: al, to deliver them to him, then fuch perfon {o refufing {hall
the {mt?)iw;;;fhof fuch refufal, be deemed and adjudged an unlawful De-
o of the pofleflion of all fuch Negroes and Slaves, and be in all re-~
mu;r fubject and liable to be profecuted for the fame, before the two next
[p?}'éérx and fuffer the penalties provided for in this A&, o
JUP;O:IDED neverthelefs, that if any of the faid. Negroes {hal} die a na-

ral death, between the time of their being outcried and the {aid demand
tl; :he (aid Marthal, i1n order to his reftoring them to the perfon {o redeem-
?qr: them, the {aid Purchafer at Outcry fhall fuffer no damage or lofs by
iuch death, and thall be liable to deliver back fuch only of the‘rn as are
living at the time of {fuch demand made by the f(aid M:arﬂ.ml : But jlf' the faid
Neeroes fo purchafed at Outcry. are not redeemed within .the faid twenty
;Iawt;, then the right and property which the Debtor had in fuch Negroes
an';l Slaves, fhall diveft and be fettled in the Purch.afer, and the {aid Mar-
(hal fhall pats his Bill of Sale for the fame accordingly, and thgn demand
and receive the full value of the Outcry from the Purchafer for the ufe
of the Creditor ; which if the faid Purchafer fhal]-refufe to pay at that
time, he thall be fubje& and liable to f{uch penalties and forfeitures as
hercin before 1s appointed for fuch as negle&t, or .refufe to pay for any
effects bought at Outcry, and fhall be proceeded againft accordingly. |

AxD be 1t further enacted by the Authority aforef&&d,. That for the better
preferving Negroes on Eftates in this Ifland, and keeping them entire to-
gether from ruin, by the recovery of Legacies left by Teftators, and juft
cebts due from their Eftates, which might with more eafe be paid without
mjuring any perfon concerned, by having a little longer time for the pay-
meet of fuch Debts or Legacies after they {hall become due, it ﬂ_lall and
may be lawful for any Executor, Adminiflrator or ot!ler perfon n truft,
not having futhicient effeéts in his, or their hands belonging to E‘he Teftator,
or the Eftate that he or they are entrufted for, to pay and fatisfy, or caufe
to be paid and fatisfied, any Legacy or juft Debt after the fame fhall be-
ome due from the Eftate, that the Negroes may be preferved on the
 Phntation, and prevented from being levied on and carried from it,
¥ which would inevitably ruin the fame, and put it out of a capacity of re-

covering itfelf again; and what Money any Executor, Atilmmlﬁrat_or or
} other perfon in truft fhall pay or {atisfy, or caufe to be paid and fatisfied,
¥ i the difcharging fuch Legacies and Debts as aforefaild, the Eftate ﬂm:l'l
t lind and remain a fecurity for the Money paid or fatisfied, or to be paid
§ o 2forefaid, with Intereft tor the fame, at and after the rate of ten pounds
¥ 7 Cont. per Aunum, until the fame thall be fully paid-and fatisfied. |
8 Axb whereas it often falls out, that after the death of any perfon or
B erfons poffeffed of Negroes and Slaves, great difputes arife about the
B t:le and poficflion of fuch Slave or Slaves, {o that feveral petfons pretend
910t to them, and get them many times by indireCt means into their
g <veral pofleflions, which proves often times the rui of the Plantatlf)ns_;
;”d the perfons to whom tney really belong, occafioning long and tedious
§ *-luits, the pofieffion not being hitherto in fuch cafes clearly fettled,
B O that the Juftices of the Peace may fo {afely proceed as the cafe requires :

Perlon to be deemied an
unlawful Detainer, and
fubjeét to the penalties
of this A&,

Provifo.

Where Noproes die a
natural Daeath, between
the time of Out-cry, and
the Muarthal's  demund
of redelivery,

If no Redemption  is
made in 20 days, the
Property to be fetled in
the Purchafer.,

Sce No. 28, Cl. ro.
And the Maiihal to Tive
a Bill of Sale, and then

demand the value of the
Outcery,

Which fhall be immedi-
atcly paid, or the Pur-
chiater lHable to the Pe-
naltiesin this A&, onQut
cries.

Sece Cl, 4.

Claufe XXII.

Where the LEfefs are
not {ufficient o pay
Debis and Legacies, the
Executor, &, may dif-
chirge them, to prevent
the Negroes from being
{old; and the Eftate fhall
remain x Secii:ity for the
Sums fo advanced, with
Intereft thereon at 10 fiey
Crn: until the fame be
fully fatisfied,

B - it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That where any perfon Claufe XXIIL.
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or perfons whatfoever, fhall die feized or poflefled of any Negroor X\,
oroes, Slave or Slaves as aforefaid, the Executor or Executors, Admi-
Siniftrator, Truftee or Truftees of fuch perfons, fhall have the beneﬁm}
this Law, to have fuch poffefiion for and 1n behalf of the perfon or p
{ons, that have juft right to them or any of them, for preferving of ther:
until the title of fuch Negroes and Slaves 1s fettled and determined.by 4,
courfe of the common Law, or otherwife ; and the {aid Negroes fhaﬁconh
tinue on the Plantation of the party deccafed, until legally recovered b-
fomc perfon rightfully claiming. J
Provided always, that the advantages accruing for the work of fuch N.
aroces and Slaves, be not mifapplied by fuch Executors, Adminiftratg
or Truftecs, but they and every of them fhall be accountable to the perfo;
or perfons, 1n whom the title is found good.
A~p be it further enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, That when Wy
sro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, {hall be hereafter executed, andi,
Juflices and leree-holders, or Field-officers, {hali have certified the valyg
of fuch Negroes or Slaves, as the Law direéts, then, 1f any perf{on or per-
{ons, have any right or title to a reverfion or remainder, 1nfuch Neorges
or Slaves, the fame fhall be, by the faid Juftices and Frec--lmldersfcn.
quired into upon, or immediately after the Tiial; and the value of fuch
reverfion or remainder, after the Party injured is paid, fhall be by then
(et and inferted in the Certificate, and awarded to {fuch perfons, or the
who reprefent them, and fhall be by the Treafurer of this Ifland accord-
ingly paid out of the whole value of fuch INegroes or Slaves, the othe:
part being duce to fuch perfon or perfons who have a prefent Eitate in fuch
Negroes or Slaves 5 the aforcfaid enquiry to be made upon the oathof th:
+hat demands fatisfaction, to be adminiitered unto him by the fuil
Juftices or Ficld-ofhicers 5 who fhall have no fuch Certificate granted unt)
him, until he fhall twear, whether there be a Reverfion, and 1 whem
the reveriion is, (if any).
Axp beit further enacted by
tain,

the Authority aforefaid, That 1f any Cap-
Moatter or Commander of any Ship or Veilel, or any other Manner,

or perion {hall, dircétly or indireétly carry off, or attempt, caufe, or lulr
‘o be carried off this Ifland, any Slave or Slaves, belonging to the Inhabi-
tants of this Ifland, without the knowledge and confent of the OQwnerei
uch Slave or Slaves; fhall forfeit for every Slave {o carried off, the fum ol
two hundred pounds current Money, and for every tuch Negro or othe
Slave attempted to be carried off as aforefaid, the fum of fifty pounds ci
like Money to Her Majefty, her Heirs and Succeflors, for the ufeof the
Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves ; to be recovered by Action of Debt, mn any
of Ier Majefty's Courts of Common-pleas held in this Ifland, againft fuch
Commander, Mafter or other perfon fo offending ; and if any Slave of
Qlaves, as aforefaid, {hall be carried off, then again{t the fecurity for fuc_}_l
Ship or Velfiel, in which {fuch Slave or Slaves {hall be fo illegally carried of;
to which Aéion the Defendant or Defendants

thall plead iffuably, and Ex- §
ceution thereon toifiue, and be levied in the fame manner as by the [Laws o
this Ifland, eftablifhing the Courts of Common-pleas,and proceedingsther:-
in,is dircted and appointed; any Law, Ulage, or Cuftom to the contraty
notwithftanding : Out of which forfeiture or forfeiturcs, after the famc ﬂl_&il
be recovered and received, the perfon and perfons {fo rccovering and rectit”
ing, {hall pay unto fuch perfon or perfons as {hall inform or makc_-"-PE'{ﬂf
the carrying off, or attempting to carry off any Slave or Slaves as aforetalds
onc third part of the {um recovered and received 3 and upon neglect or it |
fuial {o do, the {aid third part thall be recovered before the two next juttiee

of the Pcace, to the place where the faid Owner lives, and Executiob o
iTue, and be levied as in cale of Secrvants Wages 1s appoimcd.

AxD
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Anp be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That for every
Warrant granted by Juftices of the Peace for Detinue of Negroes, tfrom
and after publication of this A&, the faid Juftices may demand two fhil-
. _osand fix pence; and for every Evidence {fummoned {even pence half-
Iing ,, and no more ; but if out of the Parifh, five thillings for the War-
pcn:} ;nd two fhillings and {ix pence to the Conftable. for ferving the War-
rant.: and alfo two fhillings and fix pence for fummoning each Evidence
{-ant};e faid Warrant; forevery Judgment, Execution, Levying, Outcrying,
o 4 other procefs, the fame Fees to the Juftices of the Peace and Confiable,
21.; are allowed to the Judge and Marfhal of the Courts of Common-
Pl{ﬁzn be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that if any perfon
or perfons, who now 1s, are, or hereafter thall be _iln poﬁ'c:{?ion of any
Negroes oOf Slaves, and have quietly, without lawful interruption, poffef-
fed the fame, cither by himfelf, or any other perfon or perfons whatfo-
ever, under him, or under auny f{uch perfon or perfons whom he, fhe, or
they thall claim, by the {pace of five years laft paft, fhall have a good
right and title to the fame, as in cafe of Land, againft all perfons whatio-
ever, for and during the Eftatc whereot he, fhe, or they are poflfefled and
have right to. _ o

ProviDED always, that this ACt be not conftrued fo as to prejudice mar-
ried Women, perfons under age of one and twenty years, oriofunfoun.d
memories, or perfons abfent from this Ifland; who iha1.1 proiecute‘ their
refpetive titles within two years after their being unmarried, becoming of
full age, or of found memory, or arriving in this Ifland.

Axp it is hereby further enacted and declared, That all perfons what-
foever, that fhall hereafter make any claim to any fuch Negroes or Slaves;
within the time limited by this A&, do, by the faid Ation or fomfa other,
if brought within five years then next after, bring the fame to Trial, and
that Trial to be conclufive on the Plaintiff’s part for ever, and never to
bring any other Action for the fame, but to be:_for ever ba}'red‘; any Law,
Ufage, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding : And it fhall and may
be Jawful for any perfon or perfons, to give this At in evidence on any
Trial at common Law. |

Axp be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any
Judges or Affiftants of the refpettive Courts of Common-pleas, or any
Juftice or Juftices of the Peace, or any Officer of the Court of Common-
pleas, or other Courts concerned in the due execution of this A&, thall re-
fule or neglect to do and perform their refpective duties appointed and re-
quired of them in and by this A€t, by delays or otherwife, every fuch per-
fon fo offending, upon due proof thereof made before the Governor
and Council, or Commander 1n chief and Council for the time being;
{hall be forthwith turned out of his place; and 1if any Conftable ﬂ_mll
negle&t or refufe to do his duty by this A& required, then the faid Juftices
of the Peace before whom the matter or caufe lies, thall commit fuch
Conftable to the common Gaol, there to remain for the fpace of fix months
without Bail or Mainprize ; and fhall further appoint the execution of this
Law, and their order to be put into the hands of fome other Confitable.

Axp be it further enadted by the Authority aforefaid, ‘That if any per-
fon or perfons, duly fummoned by virtue of this A&, or any perfon fum-
moned as cvidence in any wmatter or thing relating thercunto, fhall refufe
or neglect to anfwer to {uch queftions as fhall be required of them and
each of them ; or fhall not appear according to the legal Summons to give
In their evidences, all fuch Offenders fhall, by the Judge or Juftices, be-
tore whom the matter lics, be forthwith committed to the common Gaol

of
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Claufe XXVTI.

Juftices and Conglables
fece, on Complaints of
Detinue,

Claufe XX V]I,
Five yemis quict poff™
cflion without Iawful
interruption, a gond title
agunft all Perfons, as inf
cale of Land,

Vid. No, 31, Cl, 4.

Provifo.

Except Fume Coverts,
Infants, 22001 [ecrsow
memoria,  and abfent
Perions; who are allowed
tv.o  veus after  thejp

d:fabibitics are removed,
to proiccute their Titles,
Claufe XXVTI7.
Perions cl.iming in time,
to bring Adcions within
five years, and come to
Trial : and the fame to
be corclufive on  the
Plaintift,
The fume as to Land,
Vid. No. co0. ClL. 2.

This A& may be given
i Evidence;

Claufe XXI1X.

Any Judge, Affiflant,
Juflice, or Officer
negleting hisduty, fhall
be forth with tuined out
of his place,

And any Conftable negr-
lecting his Duty, to be
commiticd fix months
without Bail; and this
Alt, and the Juftices
Order excecnted by foma
other Conftuble,

Claufe XXX.

Any Perlon fummoned
and not appaarinit, or
appearing  and  yefufing
his ‘Teftimeny, to be
commtted for fix months
without Bail.
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of this Ifland, therc to be kept for fix months, without Bail or May;,.
prize.
o if. Proviprp neverthelefs, that the Members of Her Majefty’s Counci) ;,
v ine .o oon this Iland, although they are Juftices of the Peace, are hereby exempted
ey Lo e (et

ey from adting as Juitices of the PPeace, on complaint of Detinue of Ncgmes

s A, o - by this ACt, and frem the penalues therein contained for not a&ing o
A 20 - . : o

W ot fuch 5 by reafon they are Judges of all Errors, 1f 2 Writ of Error fhoyyg
CT T be brought on any of their proceedings thercin @ and if any Juflice of the

Pceace 1s related to cither Party complaining or complained of, in fuch
ncearnefs of blood or atlinity, as is a legal exception to a Juror in the Cou-g
of Common-pleas, then and in fuch cafe the Juftice or Juftices of (-
Peace may be cxcepted againft, by either Party before any hearing be of
VA the mattter, but not afterwards; and if fuch exception be true and jug,
cwernt foa hersg Of Awwhich his fellow  Juftice is to be the Judge, then fhall fuch related
v oo it Juftice be exempted from  hearing the Caufe, and his fellow Juftice fhall

ey o himielf to the next Juftice of the Peace of the Quorum (if the RQuorum
PARE Juitice be wanting) not related to either of the Parties as aforefaid; and

thole two Juftices fhall be the proper and lawful tryers of the pofiefiion of

Negroes and Slaves, according to this At ; any thing herein {ceming to
the contrary notwithftanding.

AND whereas it many times happens, that Negroes and other Slaves
are attached and fold at public Outcry, for and towards {atisfaction of pub-
lic Levies, Parochial-taxes, Servants Wages, provifions of this Country
produce, and for feveral fines and penalties made and laid on feveral per-
fons by feveral Acts of this Ifland, whereon IExecutions are iffued forth by
Juftices of the Peace, in many of which recited cafes Records are not kept,
or at leaft very often miflaid and loft, {o that purchafers of Negroes, or
other Slaves by means thercof, have fometimes loft their right for want of
recourfe to the Records on which fuch Outery was made : to prevent which

Claut ‘('1’([ ., tvils for the future, Be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That when
X "o e pune any Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, fhall be attachcd and {old

N th.e Cou-

Nte it i, 1 2 public Outery for any of the caufes aforefaid, the Conftable or Confla-
e v il oof B bles, or other Officer or Otficers who thall outcry the fame, fhall be ob-
L liged to give the Parchaler at fuch Cutery a Bill of Sale under his or therr

Hands and Seals, and therein recite the whole proceedings, and f{et forth

the caufe for which fuch Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or blaves was,

Wiy botae s coave iy d - . ~: - ;

-, sl wen soof were fo attached and fold 5 which faid Bill of Sale being duly proved and
T SR ST i« trar- - ) - . - . .
L i fecorded  in the Secrctary’s Office of this Ifland, fhall veft 4 geod right
e ey wae and title in the purchafer againft the perfon or perfons from whom the
A0t L

fatd Negro or Negroes, or other Slave or Slaves, fhall be fo attached, and
again{t every other perfon or perfons, who fhall claim by, from or under
him, heror them; any Law, Cuftom, or Ufage to the contrary notwith-
ftanding. '
(lowte XNXIL Axp be it {further ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That if any per=
e U e fon o perfons whatloever for the future, fhall prefume to fhew any Negro

"L Uanltalae, S

st wno or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, or other effeéts whatfoever to any Marihal,
conos e e Clonftable, or other Otlicer for, or towards fatista&ion of any demand what-
v focver made, or to be made arain{t him, her or them, other than what
el T he, fhie, or they may legally thew in fatisfaction of fuch demand, 1n a1l and
pn et cvery fuch cafe, the perton or perfons fo offending, fhall forfeit and pay 2
the Parey erieved, the fum of two hundred pounds current Monev Of* thls
Ihand for every fuch Offence; to be recovered betore any two of the
rwigh‘“ouring Juftices of the Pcace, to the party aricved and Complf}iﬂmgr
c.o as I cate of Servants Wages.  And for the better prevention and diicovery

s ot tuch evil practices, all Marthale, Conitables, or other Ordicers wgig,
21LCT
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after F.ublicntion of this A&, fhall attach any Negro or Negroes, Slave or
Clyves, of other L ftedts whatloc\r‘cr_, and fhall expofe the fame to- fale at
Fubliﬂ' Qutcry, for or towards {atista&ion of any demand whatfoever, the
fid Marthal, Co‘n{’cablc or othﬂcr Officer, and all and every of them are
hereby ftrictly obliged and required to fet up, or aflix notes in every Town
of this Ifland, mentioning the particulars of his or their Levy and Attach-
ment, and from whom, for what, and for fatisfa&ion of whom the {ame
was made, and where, and at what tims the fuid Outery is to be; which
id Outery fhall be on the tenth day after the fetting up {uch notes as afore-
faid; and in cafe the faid Negroes are not then outcried and fold, they
{hall not thereafter be outcried and fold, but on the tenth day after other
notice given thereof, by notes fo fet up as aforefaid ; and all and every
Marthal, Conftable or other Ofhicer, for every time he, or they fhall
offend in this particular, fhall forfeit and pay the {fum of one hundred
pounds current Money of_ this Ifland, to Her Majefty, her Heirs and Suc-
ceflors ; one half to the ule of the fortifications of this Ifland, and the other

+o the Informier ;5 and to be recovered as in cafe of Servants Wages : And if

any perfon or perfons whatfoever, fhall any ways deftroy, deface, tear or pull
down any {uch note or notcs, or fhall caufe or procure them or any oi them
to be deftroycd, defaced torn, or pulled down, before the faid ten days and
Sale at Outery {hall be over, on due proof thereof, before any Juftice of the
Peacein this Ifland, every {uch perfon fhall forfeit and pay to Her Majefty,
her Heirs and Succeflors, the fum of ten pounds current Money, for every
Negro or Slave mentioned in {uch note or notes; one half to the ufe of the
Fortiications of this Ifland, and the other to the Informer ; to be recover-
ed as in cale of Servants Wages: But if no Negroes or Slaves, are men-
tioned 1n fuch Note or Notes, then the Party offending thall forfeit only the
fum of ten pounds for every fuch Note or Notes; to be to the fame ufes,
and recovered in the {ame manner as aforefaid.

AxDp forafmuch as the {everal complaints concerning Negroes and other
Slaves in this A& mentioned, are apppointed to be enquired into by the
two next, or neighbouring Juftices of the Peace to the Party complaining,
fothat it may fometimes happen that the faid Juftices may differ in opinion
concerning any complaint which fhall come before them; Be it there-
fore enacted by the Authority aforefaid, Thatin cafe of any {uch difference
1 opinion, the faid Juftices may, and they are hereby impowered and
required to take unto their affiftance, the next adjoining Juftice of the
I“::.J.cc:, and them three, or any two of them thall fentence, adjudge and
tetermine the matter in complaint ; any thing in this Law to the contrary
i any wife notwithftanding. |

AXD be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Caveats
izamft fending off Negroes or other Slaves, which for the future thall be
entered in the Secretary’s Office of this Ifland, fhall continue and be of
full force for the {fpace of one year from the day of the date thereof, and

?0 longcr, unlefs then renewed for one year longer; and fo from year
‘0 ycar, asthere thall be occafion.

Pafled the 24th day of Fune, 1409,

©ff

e S feer—

for Effe@s  attached,
mentioning the Purticu-
lirs, 10 days betore any
Sale,

Out cry to be on the
tenth day after fctting up
Notes; and it the
Nogroes are not thon
fold, new Notcs arz to
be again fet up, «r fupra,
On forfeiture of 100l
halfto the Informer, and
the remainder for the ofe
of the Fortifications ;
recoverable as Servants
Wages,

Whofoever fhall  pull
down, or deltroy any
Notes for Sales, fhall
fortuit 101, ftor every
Negro mentioned 1n fuch
Note ; recoverable and
ap sicable as the precesd-
10, turteitur.,

But it ho Slaves are
mentioned in the Notes,
then to forfeit only 10l
to the fame ufes, and
recoverable 1n the fame
manner,

Claufe XXXIII,

Juftices differing  in
oninion may call to their
afliftance  the  next
Magiftrate ;3 and thefe
three, or any two of
them, fhall determincthe
Complaint,

Claufe XXXIV.

Caveats againft fending
oft Slaves, to be in force
only onec year ; but may
be renewed from year te
year,



