An ACT for the better governing of INegroess; and the more effectual pre-

: .. . . ; : . - N°. 164.
venting the Inbabitants of this Ifland, from employing their Negioes or Vidftm. 3s,
other Slaves, in felling or bartering.

HEREAS feveral good and wholefome Laws have been made

and provided, for the government of Negroes in this Ifland ; and
to prevent the Inhabitants from employing their own, or other Negroes
or Slaves, in felling or bartering ; which Laws if duly put in execution,
would redound to the great advantage and benefit of the Peouple of this
Ifland, and prevent many felonies, and other crimes and abufes, daily com-
mitted by Negroes and other Slaves, tothe great impoverithment; lofs and
damage of the Inhabitants: For the better execution therefore of the faid
Laws, and to prevent fuch enormities and abufes for the future, Be it Cluel.

thacted by his Excellency the Right Honourable Scroop, Vifcount Hoave, {lﬁﬁfftfpﬁftf:?;;;
Baron of "Cleonelly, His Majefty’s Captain General, and Governor in chief

for goveining Ncgroes,

. . - in f articularly th

c:f this and other the Caribbe-Iflands, to windward of Guadaloupe, &c. ‘aas No' 8z, and’ No.
.y ] » [ ™

the Honourable the Members of His Majefty’s Council, and the General %

Aflcmbly

Preamble.
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Aflembly of this Ifland, and by the Authority of the {ame, that from and
after publication of this A&, it thall and may be lawful to and for g
or any of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace within this Ifland, and ¢},
are hereby required refpe&ively, to put the faid Laws forthwith ip exe{
cution, againft alland every perfon offending againft the fame, particyly,),
the A or Statute bearing date the eighth day of Auguft, One thfé)ufané
fix hundred eighty-eight, entitled, .47 AE? for the governing of Negroes .
and one other A& bearing date the fixth day of Fanuary, One thoufang
feven hundred and eight, entitled, ¢ An At 2o probibit the I;vz;brzéz'mmgf
¢ this Ifland, jfrom employing their INegiroes or other Slaves, in felling or by
tering.

Axp to the end that greater and better notice may for the time to comse
be had and taken of the {aid Adlts or Statutes, Be it further enacted by the
Authority aforefaid, that the feveral Recors "or. officiating Minifters of
the refpective Parifhes within this Ifland for the time being, {hall and they
are hereby required, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to His Majcfly,
to be recovered againft him or them, negle&ting his or their duty, by A&ion
of Debt, in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record in this Ifland, to be
commenced and profecuted by any perfon that will fue for the fame, to
caufe the (aid Ats or Statutes, together with this Act, a copy wheredt for
that purpofe the Church-wardens of the refpetive Parithes within thig
Ifland for the time being, fhall and they are hereby required under the
like penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered in the like manner, and to
the faid ufes, as the faid penalty on Rectors and officiating Minifters, to
provide and fend “annually to the faid Rectors or officiating Minifters to
be openly read 1n Church, immediately after Divine Service on the fecond
Sunday in fanuary yearly ; or in cafe there fhould be no Service on the fe-
cond Sunday aforefaid, then on the ficlt Sunday after on which there {hall be
Divine Service ; one half of the faid penaitics to be for the Informer, and
the other half for the ufe of the Poor of each Parifh where fuch neglect fhall
happen.

AnD be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, that from and
after publication of this A&, 1t thall and may bec lawful to and for every
Conftable within this Ifland, and to and for the Clerk or Clerks of the
Market for the time being, his or their Deputy or Deputies, who ﬁlall
have taken the Oath appointed to be taken, In and by the faid lait men-
tioned A&, and to and for every other perfon whatloever, to fcize and
apprehend all fuch Negroes 1nd other Slaves, in whofe cuftody he or they
{hall find any Sugar-canes, whole or 1n pieces, Mufcovado or other Sugar,
Syrup, Rum or Mollafles, Cotton, Ginger, Corn or Grain of any
kind, Plate wrought or melted down, Iron, Lead, Copper, Pewter, Bl:als,
Tin or other Goods, of what nature or quality {foever ; and likewiic 10
{eize and take from fuch Negro or Negroes, Slave or Slaves, all fuch Goods
s {hall be fo found in his or their cuftody, and the faid Negro or Negrots,
Slave or Slaves, together with fuch Goods, to carry before the next or
neighbouring Juftice of the Peace, before whom, if fufficient proof (hall
not be made to his fatisfaction, that the fime Goods were delivered Of {ent
by the Mafter or Miftrefs of fuch Negro or other Slave, or by fuch as fhall
a&t under him or her, to be {old or otherwife difpefed of for his or her ute,
and with a Ticket for that purpofe, and under the fame reitrictions di-
rections and appointments, as by the {faid former Laws or either of t}lem 1;
required and enacted, the faid Goods and every of them fhall be _adjudg_e
forfeited ; and thereupon the fame, or {o much-thercof as the f1id Ju{hce
in his difcretion fhall think fit, fhall by fuch Juftice be forthwith lent tf;
e common Gaol of this Ifland, there to be difiributed or difpofedo

.- . . _ i
among the Prifoners in Gaol, as the Proveft Marfhal or his Deputys hav 5
q 1Lt
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o a jult regard to the poverty and circumftances of each Prifoner, fhall
. ﬁis Jifcretion think fit and reafonable: And in cafe any of the afore-
0 “tioned Goods, which fhall be fufpeted to have been ftolen, thall be
?;z‘nd in the cuftody or keeping of any White-perfon ; or that the fame
{ha!l be found felling or expofed to fale, at any Door, Window or ot{wr

lacc in any of the Towns of this I{land, ~or in or near the Roads leading
thereto, the fame fhall and may be alfo feized upon, cr taken by any of
the perfons aforefaid, who fhall think proper to feize the fame, and in like
manner carried to the next or neighbouring Juftice of the Peace, before
whom if it fhall not appear to his fatisfattion, that the fame and every
part and parcel thereof was legally and honeftly come by, or bought from
the true, rightful and lawful Owner, or from fome Negro or other Slave,
(ufliciently authorized to difpofe thereof, as by the faid former L§ws i1s di-
rected, all and every fuch Goods fhall likewife be adjudged ferfeited ;5 and
the party or parties clzﬁming the fame, or in whofe cuflody, _poﬂ'eﬂlon or
keeping the fame were found ; and every Negro or Slave _wh}ch fhall ap-
pear to be any wife concerned in the fame, either by bringing the faid
Goods, or any of them to Town, or taking upon them to {ell or expofe,
or offering the fame to {aie, fhall be proceeded againft as in and by the
aid former Laws -or either of them, or any other Law, A&t or Statute
of this Ifland, 1s directed or appointed; and the Goods {o taken and ad-
iudged forfeited, or fo much thereof as the faid Juftice fhall think proper,

{hall in like manner be forthwith f{ent to the common Gaol, there to be
difpofed of as herein before 1s directed and appointed.

ProviDED always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this A&,

That if the true lawful Owner of any Goods {fo to be feized, fhall appear
tofuch Juftice, before whom the fame thall be carried for his Judgment

- and adjudication thereon, and whofe determination concerning the fame
fhall be difinitive and conclufive to all parties ; then and in {fuch cafe, Refli-

“tution thereof fhall forthwith be made to the rightful Owner or Proprie-

! tor of {fuch Goods, he or fhe paying any fum not exceeding five fhillings,

s fhall by fuch Juftice be adjudged reafonable, to the perfon or perfons

L who feized the fame; but in cafe the Owner or Proprietor of any Plate

- or other valuable Goods, {o to be feized or taken, may not prefently be

b known, the Juftice before whom {uch Plate or other valuable Goods fhall

§ be carried, the Members of His Majefty’s Council excepted, unlefs they

§ think proper to act, is hereby required under the penalty of twenty pounds,

k to be recovered before any other of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace,

£ for His Majefty, his Heirs and Succeflors ; one half thereof to the In-

§ former, and the other half to the party grieved, to give public notice in

¥ wiiting of fuch feizure of fuch ftolen Plate or other valuable Goods, with

g the marks and beft defcription thereof that can or mav be given ; and fuch

¥ rotice 1 writing thall, by nine o’clock in the morning of one of the two

p next Sundays, after fuch Plate or other valuable Goods fhall be brought

g o carried to fuch Juftice, be affixed to every Church-door in the refpec-

g tve Parithes of this Ifland, there to remain till after the Sunday following ;

g nd in the mean time, viz. on the Wednefday or Thur/day between the Sun-

B 75 afcrefaid, the fame Plate or other Goods to be defcribed in fuch no-

g 2, fhall be publickly cried between the hours of nine and twelve in the

'f‘;rfﬂooﬂa in the Towns of St. Michae! and Speighis, or Little Briffol s and

__ fn:-':'ke out his or her cl
! hall ang may

-
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nten days after fuch notice fhall be fo affixed, the righful and lawful:
“ner of {uch Plate or Goods fhall not appear before {uch Juftice, and
aim, right or property thercto, ther and not before,.
g be lawful for fuch Juftice to fell or difpofe of fuch Plate.
Uoods, at public Outcry in the Market-town in the Precin&, according.

.y
bl

Goods fufpected to be
ftol n, and found in the
poilicflion of a white
perfon,may ol'v be feized
and caniied before a Juf-
fice,

If itdoth mot appear they
were honeftly come by,
they fhallin like manner
be forfeited and ap-
plied.

The Perfon in whofe
cufiody they are found,
and every Slave con-
cerned, to be proceeded
agintt, as by formes
L. 1wy are direéted,

Provifo.

If the Owner of fuch
Goods fo feized, appeas
before the Juftice, they
fhall be reftcted, on his
paying the Perfon feizing
them, any Sum not above
55

If the Owner of Plate or
other valuable Goods
flcized, is not known,
the Juftice under the
peralty of z2ol. fhall
give notice, with the
defcription thercof, in
writing, to be affixed to,
and remaln on every
Church-door 1in the

Ifland, two JSnundays.

To be alfo cried on the
Wednefday or Thurfday
between the faid two
Sundayi, in theTowns of
St Mickael, and Speighis.
If the Owner does not
appear-in 10 days after
the Goods fhall be fold, -
and the Juftice receive
2.05. the remainder to be
applied, half to the
Informer, and halfto the
Party grieved ; or among
the poor of the Parifh
or among the Prifoners
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mnm G.ol and the (f{aid
l“unr; u*::llcjuﬁicc fhall
arder.

If the Owner doth
apperr, and prove his
right, Reflitution fhall
be muade, on his paving
s s. to the Captor,

and 204, to the Jul-
tice,

Claufe IV.

No Negro alfowed to
plant Cotton or Ginger
tor his own ufe; and if
found cxpofing anv to
Sale, the Goods 1o be
deemed flolen, and the
Slave punithed as diredted
by Cl. 3.

Any perfon buying fuch
Geuods of a S' ¢y thay)
be fubjelt to the fimc
penalties, as thofe thar
buy ftolen goods, or deal
with Negroes, are, by
any former Law,

Claufe V.

It the Derfon feizing fuch
Goads, o not in 2 days
cairy them betore  the
next  Jufhwee, he  fhall
pay any fum not above
1cl. to the Paty gric-
ved,

and for wantof effcls, to
Le commited taGacl, “til
Pﬂidl

—
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to the method ufed by the Marfhal of the Court of Common-pleas , O
half thereof, after deducting twenty fhillings for the care and trou{u]c ;f
fuch Juftice, in advertifing and crying, and f{elling of the faid valughi
Goods according to the directions of this Law, forthe ufe of the Informc:
and the other half to be diftributed as aforefaid, or among the Pogr of the
Parith where fuch fale fhall be made, or amongit the Prifoners in the cor:
mon Gaol, and the faid Poor in fuch proportions as the faid Juftice i, hs
difcretion fhall think proper; but in cafe the true, rightful ang lﬂwt”;l
Owner, fhall in the mean time appear before fuch Juftice, by himfir ,, §
other perfon lawfully authorized thereto, and fhall make due proof of ;, §
right or property, to the fatisfation of the faid Juftice, then andin fy §
cafe, reftitution of all fuch Plate and other valuable Goods, fhy),
forthwith made to fuch Owner or Proprietor claiming the fame, ke .
{he paying five fhillings to the Informer or Captor of {uch Plate or Goog, [
together with twenty fhillings to fuch Juftice for his care and trouble i, &
execution of his Office, and giving fuch notice as hercin before direay
and caufing the fame to be publicly cried as aforefaid 5 any thing hercij, be.
fore, or any Law, Cuftom or Ufage feeming to the contrary hereof

any wife notwith{tanding.

Axp whereas it is very inconvenient to the Inhabitants of this Iflang [
efpecially to the Cotton and Ginger Planters, that Negroes or oty I
Slaves {hould be at liberty to plant any quantities of Cotton or Ginger; i J§
that under pretence thereof, great frauds and felonies are frequently con- B8
mitted, and clandeftine trade by means thereof, is daily carried on be- B§
tween 1ll-difpofed White-perfons, and Negroes or Slaves ; for preventio; B
whereof for the future, Be it farther enacted by the Authority aforelil, [
That from and after the publication of this A&, it fhall not be lawful for &
any Negro or other Slave, to plant to his own or other ufe than thatof his &
Mafter, any Cotton or Ginger whatfoever ; and that if any Negro or other fo
Slave (hall be found with any fuch or expofing the fame to fale, fuch Cotton JBE
and Ginger fhall be deemed as {tolen Goods, and the fame proceeding, 5
penalties and forfeitures fhall be had, made and profecuted thereon againt

i

fuch Negro or other Slave, as in the cafes herein before mentioned: Al

any Huckfter or other Perfon, who fhall be convicted of dealing with o J
buying any fuch Cotton or Ginger from fuch Negro or other Slave, (hallb:
{ubjet to the fame penalties and proceedings as by the faid two laft me- B
tioned Acts or Statutes, or any other A& or Statute of this Ifland, touching B
{tolen Goods or trading with Negroes or other Slaves, are.already inflicted, J#
direlted or appointed ; any former Law, Cuftom or Ufage to the contrry &
in any wife notwith{tanding. B
Provipep always, and be it further enadted, that in cafe any of i
Perfons aforefaid, who fhall feize or take any of the Goods aforefaid, {hi! §8
fail or neglet to carry the fame in two days after before the next Juftice # §&
aforefaid, in order to have and receive his Judgment or determinatiolg
thereupon ; every fuch Perfon fo offending and convi€ted thereof belevfg
{uch Juftice, fhall forfeit and pay to the party grieved, any {fum not exceedis; g
ten pounds, at the difcretion of fuch Juffice ; the fame to be levicd b8
warrant under his hand and feal, dire&ed to any Conftable, by diftrels
fale of any the Goods or Chattels of the Party offending as aforefaid, @2
cafe of Servants Wages ; and in cafe Goods of the Party fo offending (hal _
not be found, fufficient to fatisfy the {um adjudged againft him, then a8
in fuch cafe the perfons {o offending thall be apprehended and conveyed "]
the common Gaol, there to remain_until fatisfaction {hall be made to 3

! 1 " 1%}
party grieved, as in cafe of Executions from any the Courts of Common L

in this Ifland,

PRQVIDEH
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ProviDED alfo, that if any Negroes or other Slaves, who fhall ha‘{e
charge of any Waggon, Cart, Cattle, Horfes or Affes, belonging to their
Mafter or Miftrefs, fhall be feized and apprehended in purfuance of this
[aw, whereby fuch Carriages, Cattle, Horfes or Affes may be detained,
ro the great prejudice of their Owners, and more particularly to fuch as
Jive at great diftances from feveral Towns in this Ifland, they fhfz.ll be
forthwith difcharged, upon reafonable fecurity being given to fuch Juftice of
the Peace, before whom fuch Negroes or Slaves {hall be brought, that fuch
Negroes or Slaves fhall be forthcoming in fuch time, as fuch Juftice in
his dicreion fhall think fit and reafonable, or as the cafe fhall require.

Axnp be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, that in cafe any

ftolen Goods fhall be found in the cuftody of any perfon whatfoever, and
that the perfon from whom the fame were {tolen, or any other perfon
cannot take upon him to {wear or depofe againft fuch perfon, in whofe
cuftody fuch Goods were found, as the a&tual Thief or Stealer thereof;
every fuch perfon fhall be proceeded againft as Receivers of {tolen Goods
knowing the {fame to be ftolen, are proceeded againft in that part of Grear-
Britain, called England; and he or they{hall be takenand deemed an Acceflary
or Acceffaries to fuch Felony after the I'a&t, and fhall incur the fame pu-
pithment as an Acceflary or Acceflaries to the Felony after the Fa&
committed. -

ProvipeD always, that it thall and may be lawful for the Court where
fuch offence thall be tried, to order and direct {fuch Acceflary or Acceflaries
to be profecuted as for a Mifdemeanor, before the principal fhall be con-
victed as to fuch Court, from the nature and circumftances of the cafe,
fhall feem proper; and if thereof convicted, fhall be punifhed by Fine
and Imprifonment, which fhall exempt fuch Offender from being punifhed
as Acceflary to the Felony, though the principal thould therecof be after-
wards convicted ; any
wife notwithftanding.

Pafled May 22d, 1733.

Law, Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary in any

Provilo.

If any Negroe having
charge of a Carriage, &c.
fhall be feized, and fuch
Carriage, & c. 1s detained,
they fhall bc difcharged,
on giving Security that
fuch Negrofhall be forth
coming,

Claufe VI.

Receivers of ftolenGoods,
not profecuted as Prin-
cipals, to be proceeded
againft, as Accefiaries

after the Faét commit-
ted,

Provifo.

And the Court fhall order
fuch Acceflary to be pro-
fecuted for a Mifde-
meanor, before the Prins
cipal is convi€ted, whigh
fhall exempt him from
farther punifhment,



