N®. 196.

Vid.No. 91.92.94. 112,
216, 117, 159. 161
154. 180, and 201,
Preamble,
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An A CT for rendering more effeltual, and for fupplying many defells it
the feveral Laws of this Ifland, for the governing of Negroes.

W HEREAS divers mifchiefs do often happen; and frequent dif-
orders occafioned in and about the Towns, and other parts of this
Ifland, by the notorious fighting, quarrelling, and other evil and daring
practices of Negroes and other Slaves, openly carried on in the public Strects
and Highways, to the difturbance of the general quiet of the Inhabitants;
which has been in a great meafure owing to the indulgence and counte-
nance given by fome Mafters and Miftrefles to their Slaves: And
whereas though there is no exprefs Law for the -punithing the faid
offences, yet it has been ufual from the neceffity and fuppofed reafon
of the thing, for Magiftrates to punith the fame by whipping, @ di-
rected in the like cafes; which however has of late occafioned fome
doubts and difputes to arife : To obviate therefore all fuch doubts, and t©
prevent fuch difputes for the future, to the end that there may be full
provifion made in thefe particular cafes, and an explicit Law for the purpoée£
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Sl

d by his Excellency, Heiry Grerz‘z‘izl/e?' Efg;
B it‘cnaae(}:rzﬁningegi‘émo’l}" in chief of thiys, and all other His l\/{jzlx—
Captaid (.;'Zggg__[]landf, to windward of Guadaloupe, &c. Th; Honou;ah.e
jefty's Cart of His Majefty’s Council, and the General Affembly o 1t s
the Mcmbdc l; the Authority of the fame; That fiom and after pub l1}(33.-
Hand, &% Ayé’c- any Juftice of the Peace upon due complaint to im
tion of fﬂ:lsl hav’e power and authority, and he is hereby required by wat-

made, der his hand and feal, tocaufe any Negro or other Slave of Slaves;
rant un

Claufe I.

Any Juftice may upon
due complaint, iffae his
Warrant for apprehends
ing  Negroes  charged
with fighting, quarrel=
ing, fwearing, drunks
canefs, dbfcene fpeeches,
or other mifbehaviout §
ot making, fcl_l_ing, 9r
firing Squibs, &,

b pprehelided and brought before him, for any threatning; fighting or
to be a

e with ar -3  infolent language or gefture to any
narrelling one V\Il.lth. ar:cf)élrlt;:v,e af)rri rfg glr;gzﬁxnnq le utterign . c%ny obﬁ:ene.{peeche_s
white or free perton of °oF elling, throwing of firing of Squibs, Ser-
kennefs 3 or making, felling, rowing or | he Pub-
or drunse Fi ks ; or any other mifbehaviour whereby the Pu
or other Fire-works ; or any 1L o Y ved « but
pents be difturbed, or any particular perfon immediately aggrieved ;
lic may Zma be lawful for any Conftable without fuch Warrant, to 113'-
it thall 40 d f ?zlu're any Negro or other Slave or Slaves {o offending in his
rehend and 1€t Y hi - th as foon as conveniently may
F fence, and to convey him, her or them, a ) ey, e
Erc Cl;]cfo,re the next or any neighbouring ]uéh(i;e ?'_f.é:heﬁ‘Peac: ’bcafgre men}:
- fhall commit any of the faid offence : -
Ncgro or other slaVC, . : ino of an Ju{hce of the Peace,
: d, the view or hearing o y tice of

nogedsfld gsgc\:zrilétgd o;'nany of the faid offences before any Juﬁl}(;e, he ‘m.a);

b, s o hem 10 be i by u Conlble o e comme
L ing fe the nature o the offefice, and : 4 ) ?
! \(\’/hlpnP; léhi::gtf;%:f ?he Offender, not exceeding thirty nine lafhes : But
: :fc . nithment of Women big with child may bel refpited. .

li&p\?n be it further enadted by the Authority afordefaxc;;_ '];‘h;tb or ;:relg;
i )| who fhall be apprehended and whippe y or
- Negro ftﬁc; t:f? 1.thea;:ace, by virtue of this or any _other AG: of this Iﬂang,

f}r:Z (%l\]vner or other poffeffor of fuch Slave, fhall xmmedé?.tel)ir} ffaey' tge; CZ

' ; ¥ ; , eer

d Whipper theit reafonable Fees, not exceeding c
K g)?anf;b:wag]ave 3 lt%p be determined by fach Juftice of the Peace, and pro
b (ccded for as in cafe of Servants Wages.. frued to feffen or
8 Provipep, that nothing herein contained, fhall be conftrue ehen s
E ler any the’ rewards for apprehending of}un-a/way Negr.oes:_ gy}‘)‘a‘;&; Har y
ool , entitled, < An A for the governing 3
Ty s A x4 o S 41 A
:‘( ) ; J &t for the governing of egroes, oC. .
k f{"fﬁd’bé'lfiﬂ;g}thfrz fnaécd bygthe Authority aforefaid, That in cafe
any x1‘3<-:rfon or perfons knowing any Nt?gxz&or otEer_Slaveo:iocecc;rll:ézf
& 2 ithin the defcription of this , or having n
i O?Y f?gfxnii ;v:tél:; ftable, fhalll) harbour, eonceal or conveyhayvay at;y
¥ fich Slave, whether the Slave be or be _not his colf t ten‘th :vzl i-’
§ in order to hinder him or her ﬁ:om bemgf nglg;:%tzcg?i‘nggut Oi o foree <
g reltions of this A& ; or fhall in any wi ¢ hin . gput | erfon;
- eaten any one for purfuing it, fuch perfon or p
2 ?Vrhgbf;‘xtxell ?«: ;?fleiileznd t))’e thereof convufte‘df bc;]f;oxl'i: f:anz 'E}lfl'&;(z; e;’; I:T}::e

o - . 0 -
& Peace, by the oath of any one credible witnefs, fhall forfei Y
o harboured, concealed or conveyed away as ’
?:Z ;;tfx:g:r. Stlzvge 1;fc)aco:;l::.red by the Informer ?s in cafe og ?grva?}llt:r‘gi%:ts}
W 0 moicty t f to be to the ufe of fuchIn ormer, an ef) tety
& t0 il?;o};zto};tgiir{%%er: in ethe comimon Gaol 3 to be diftributed in {fuch man
i i 11 direé and appoint. . o ‘

' Cr%a\? th?) fgldfju?lcee[::&ecirb the Authority aforefaid, That the feveral
llables L ey y i fe their beft endeavours to pre-
® Ccnttables in this Ifland, fhall at all times ufe t Clgl‘ e R Puer
8 it Negroes or other Slaves from gaming or affembling tog e

See No. 26, Gl 3¢

Conftables may without
a  Warrant apprehend
Slaves oftending as afore~
faid, and €amy tHem
before a Juftice,

And Slayes committing
cither of the faid Offences
in the view or heasing of
a Juftice, or conviet bed
forchim, to be whipged
according to the nature
of the Offence; &, not
cxceeding 39 lathes,

The punithment of Wos
men big with Child to be
sefpited, |
Claufe 11, ,
Owners of Slaves whip-
ped, are to pay the Con-
ftable and Whipper theif
fees, not exceedieg 15d.
for each Slave, |

Vid, No. 206, CI. 3.

Provifo.

This A& rot to leflea
the rewvards given by for-
mer Aéts, for taking up
run-away Slaves,

Sce No. 82. CI, 18, and
No. 180, 71, 4.

Claufe ITF.

Perfons knowing, or
having notice from z
Conftable, that Slaves
have committed any of
the aforementioned of=
fences, and fhall fereen
them from Juftice; qr
whoever fhall obffruct
the execation of this A&,
to forfeit ¢ 1, for cvery
Slave fecreted, half to
the Informer and half
to the poot Prifohers 3
recoverable as Servaats
Wages.

Claufe IV,

Conftablet are fo ens
deavour to prevent Slaves
aliembling at Huckfter
Shops, of other uhlawful
trrectings 3 and if hegefl=
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ary, mry take s Guard to
difperfe them; and i

cate of refifbance, to fecu:
and carry tiem before a
Juttice tobe punithed,

Claufe V. ]

Every Pesion who fhall
Yt to, or for the ufe of
aSlave, any Shed, Rmr‘:\,
Land, &c., uueept n
cafe of Sickndf, ..U
forfeit gl ger month
for every fuch Slave, for
10 long a: b fhail have
the ufe of fuch Roum,
&Fe. to bie recavered by
the Church-warden be-
fore 1 fatlice, to the

ufe ot the poor iritoner.,
See Nu, 210, Cllo2,
qubere fuch are to pay

haif de rent aza tax,

LAy

abrve all cther
riente,

Claufe VI,
Whosver kznow
craly any S!
with a copital o ar
fhall oppofe any one who
fawlnily  endeavour  to
talee fuch Qitender, &e.
fhall pay to the DPaay
agppieved, his fol) dam-
recoverable by

ages
Aétion.

Anld whoever fhall op-
prehiend tuch anOtiender,
fo that he be exccuted,
thall receive from the
Treafurer 21, 105,

Claufe VII.

Anv Tuftice may impole
a penalts not exceeding
5 1. upon every Cenfta-
ble tor wilful neeledt of
his duty,in the exccution
of the Acts fur poverning
of Negroes,

And cvery Juftice re-
fufing, to do the dutics
required of him L, any
of the fuid Adls, fhall
forfeit 101, to be paid
into the ‘Treafury for
ufes of the Exdite Act.
‘The Suit to be cwm-
menced  within  three
months after fuch re-
fufal,

Claufe VIII.

When Goeds are taken
swoy from any Slave,
A curied  bete
Judicetor condemuation
he  fhall
Owner

>
fummon  the
or reputed
Owner, betore him 1o
fhew  caufe, and
vwpon due confideration,
the luftice may condemn
or reftore the Goods.

P
[

—————

ter’s thops, Tipling or Dram-houfes, or other unlaw{ul mectines,
ncceffary, may take to their aid and afliftance, a futficient gu;ﬂ.ndlw di .
fuch Slaves; and in cafe of any refiftance to fecure them, that they 1114:\;
carried before the next Juftice of the Peace, to be examined and puni'j]v;;l
as the Laws direét. -

AxD be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, that every pertin
who fhall let or hire to any other perfon’s Slave, or permit any fuch Sy,
or Slaves, at the inftance or on the credit of any other perfon, to hare
the ufe or ordering of any Land, Houfe, Shed or Room, cxcept in cop
of Sicknefs, fuch perfon or perfons offending as aforcfaid, fhail pay to the
Church~warden of the Parifh where the Offender lives, at the rate of firc
pounds a Month for every fuch Slave, for {o long a time as hie or fhe (1201
have the ufe, ordering or poffeflion of any fuch Land, Houfe, Shed o
Room as aforefaid; to be recovered by fuch Church-warden from the
Offender before any Juflice of the Peace, as in cafe of Servant’s W,
and applicd to the ufes of the poor Prifoners in the common Gaol of 1,
Ifland.

Axp Dbe it further ena&ed by the Authority aforcfaid, thot wheeyer
knowing any Negro or other Slave to have committed a Fe ony of are
kind, or having notice from any Conftable, that any Slave is charged w.ta
any fuch capital crime before a Juftice of Peace, f{hall oppofe any one who
lawfully endeavours to apprehend fuch Offender, or fhall refeue or aid any
fuch Offender in making his or her efcape ; or thall harbour or conceal anv
fuch Offender from being brought to public juftice, every fuch perfon fhail
in every fuch cafe pay unto the party injured his full damages; to be re-
covered in any Court of Record in this Ifland 1 and whatever perfon fhall
apprehend a Slave who hath committed Felony or any capital crime, i
that fuch Slave fhall be brought to Juftice and executed, thail be paid
by the Treafurer of this Ifland for the time being, out of any the public

fthillings. 4

AxD be it further enacted by the Authority aforcfaid, that it fholland .
may be lawful for any Juflice of Peace to impofe upon any Conftable, ior
every wilful negle& or default of his duty in the execution of this Acter
any other A& for the government of Negroes, a penalty not exceeding
five pounds; to be levied by diftrefs, and fale of the Gidender’s good;,
rendering him the overplus, if any, onc moiety of fuch penalty to be paid
to the Informer, and the other moicty to be diftributed anong th_c poor.
Prifoners as aforefaid : and every Juftice of Peace who fhall refule to
perform the duty required of him by this A& or any of the other Adts
relating to the government of Negroes, fhall forfeit ten pounds; to be
paid into the Treafury of this Ifland, and applied to the ufes and purpotzs:
of the prefent or any future Excife A& ; fuch forfeiture to be recovered by
informaticn or other fuit in any Court of Record ; provided the fame be
commenced within three months after {uch refufal.

Anp be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid that whenever 2y
goods or things taken away from any Slave, thall be brought bc\(urc any
Juftice of the Peace, in order to be condemned by virtuc of any Actor At
of this Ifland ; before condemnation fhall be made thercof, the Qwner of
reputed Owner of fuch goods and things, if he or the bfe koown and .Cf“
be found, fhall be fummoned before fuch Juftice, who is hm:cby required
to hear what fuchOwner may have to fay or can alledge again{t {uch condtjﬂ"_;
nation ; and upon due confideration of the whole matter, to 1'311[0‘..6 w:.‘.
goods and things to the faid Owner or condemn them, as the cale n..'»i;'_
require: But it fuch Owner be not known or cannot be found or being

fummenad
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jummoned thall not appear before thg Juftice, wit_hin fome r.eafonable and IF the Owner can be
convenient time, by him to be appointed, the faid Juftice in thofe cafes the lefiicn 2o provied +3
jall and may neverthelefs proceed againft fuch goods and things in fuch {ress by former ac

Seein Ak patled Adarh

manner, as in and by fuch Ack or Adts is required and directed. 55- 1747 whicl is finse
Axp be it further enaced by the Authority aforefaid, that all penalties Gl 1%,

and forfeitures herein mentioned, fhall be to His Majefty, his Heirs and Pafons fucd e i
succeflors, for the ufes herein appointed; and if any perfon fhall at any the genoral-Tibasy S, |
tme be fued for any matter or thing by him done in purfuance of this

A&, he or the may plead the general iffue, and give this A&, and the

fpec'\al matter in evidence ; and if a verdi& fhall pafs for the Defendant,

or the Plzintiff be non fuit or difcontinue, or judgment {hall other-

wife pafs for the Defendant, fuch Defendant fhall recover his double

Cofts.

Paflfed Augufl g th, 1749.
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