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No. 5 .  (MCOEE.) An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act for the 
Governing; of Negroes." 

11aii's^Laws'1 No ss WHEREAS, by an Act or Statute of this island, passed the eighth day 
ci. 2d, recited. "'of August, one thousand six hundred atid eiglitv-eigbt, entitled "An Act for 

the Governing of Negroes," it is among other things enacted, " that it shall 
and may be lawful for all masters, overseers, and other persons whatsoever, 
to apprehend and take up any Negro or other Slave or Slaves that shall be 
found out of the plantation of his or their master or owner at any time, es­
pecially Saturday nights, Sundays, or other holidays, not being on lawful 
business, and with a letter from their master, or a ticket, or not having a 
white man with them (except only such Negro or other Slave or Slaves as 
usually attend their masters, and have on a livery), and the said Negro or 
other Slave or Slaves correct by a moderate whipping, and afternhtiee 
given to their master, owner, or overseer, him or them detain until the said 
master, owner, or overseer pay to the said person that took him up, two 
shillings and sixpence for every such Negro or other Slave, he making oath 
before the next justice of the peace (if thereunto required by the owner of 
such Negro or other Slave,) that he found or saw no letter or ticket with 
him." And whereas divers ill-disposed and malicious persons, against 
whom they had conceived malice and ill-will have, under colour of the said 
recited Act, though contrary to the spirit and trtie intention thereof, made it 
their practice to apprehend, take up, and correct Slaves, whom of their tiwii 
knowledge they knew were on the lawful business of their owners, merely 
because such Slaves were without tickets, which practice being very pre- } 
judicial and injurious to the owners of Slaves, particularly to those who, q 
from the situation of their different estates, render it necessary that their / 
Slavesshould be frequently passing from one estate to another, and from their 

clause l. dwelling houses.and estat.es to the towns and bays :• For remedy thereof for 
hends'a"sTave^out of the future, he it enacted by his Excellenfcy Charles Pinfold, Esq.yGaptaiti 1 
withouT^^ ̂ 'iiverv1 General* Governor, and Commaodei'Kiniebief of this islandy&c., the Plouotin 
letter,"or ticket, is not able the members of his Majesty's Council* and the General Assembly,>and 
carrci>such' slave to the authority of<the same, that when any persomshaM hereaftbrj by virth&fl! 
th"nestjUice, njui.pl' ,the s&i-d recited Act or otherwise, apprehend and take up any Negrorlokii' 

or ticket ^ .Svch,her, or their master or. owner, and witjhout a letter or ticket of 
bdievc^soch'^ave'Punster. or owner, such! pel-sou so. apprehending* acja Slave of. Slaves shall not 
wasiiotoutiieowWr's correct or whip tamp her, or them,! as directed by the said Aetydfeut shall 
whip.immediately carry the said Slave or Slaves to the next justloeiof the:peacfe, id 
to summon the owner and shall make oath before the said justice that lie found or sawnodetterof") 
such^rvner^o'paypie titiket with such Slave or Slaves, And- fnrfcbfer -also* that he-verily-bdievetl K 
tr'siavetwolimitn"! suc"1 Slave °f Slaves was. or were not On the lawful business of1 hisf toiy or .! 
and sixpence* ̂ andUie their owner, or owners; and the said justice shall thereupon summon before-™ 
juVre%toa!ii°e'cause owneror owners of such Slave or Slaves* and shall direrit thefSaklf 
ofAestaveVoffence 5 owner or owners to pay unto the person so apprehending such Slaves, two shili!!' 
not ot^iawfoi ebw£ I'ngs ancl sixpence for every such Slave; and the said justice shall also inquire 
ness, to order a mo- into the cause of such Slave orSlavesabsence from the plantation of his/no 
derate whipping, 01- their owner or owners, and if it shall appear to the said justice that 

the said Slave or Slaves was or were not on lawful business, he or they shall, 
Tids ActVnotto ex ky order of the said justice, be corrected by a moderate whipping;! Pro- > 
tend to slaves appre-vided always, nevertheless, that this Act shall not extend to owners and 

°,m,3eers plantations, who shall take up and apprehend Slaves folm^fey q 
nieeimg orcin them on such plantations, nor to any other person who shall take upiaudd 

Slaves at any public meetings of such Slaves on Saturday nights, 
large S'imda^s, or other holydays, or who shall take up and apprehelukSljawM 

' to,na 1isa*g 'and carrying of large clubs, wooden swords, or other mischievous5 iabd 
peacd' dangeroiis weapons/or doing, any act tending to a breach of the peabe,• 0i"is 

" disturbance of the neighbourhood; but all owmerS and overseers of plautft^W 
tions apprehending Slaves found by them on such plantations-, and-all othttfrfl 
pei'sons apprehending them- at their publicmeetings on Saturday nig'tftS^31;' 
Sundays, and other holydays, or carrying dangerous weapons, or doing S&f ^ 

-lolriaU8 no ri'Mlw 'labndfio doualo nolaaaaatxi ulaJeffesio bnfi aboog lo flioiid 
t ** oi aaailani 10 ooifatii daua .Vans ihm m biul'.mtiiM'M ad %m audi* 

uf sm,!,}no-mow -?o bounum RmqaxoiHio ihm to awftfo 'to wo yvm Slmoo 
S -ioodRw nismm of rarfl tbm,ki m\t lo loog mmtsioo sdi of «vfi<8 10 

mi vis/m •«» Witaawo riowa aaoleu .adinom owi anifmoxo fo« oraii vn* ?ot osrwjBi*"' 10 M 
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act tending to a breach of the peace, or disturbance of the neighbourhood, 
as aforesaid, shall and may, in all such cases, proceed against such Slaves 
in the manner prescribed by the said recited Act, entitled "An Act for 
the governing of Negroes," any thing in this Act contained to the contrary 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . u o d j o  to or%»K v m s  q u  9 > h j j  b f l f i  f c a s r f o i q q f l  o i  

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that nothing con- s  

tained herein shall be of force or effect until His Majesty's pleasure shall be J"se  

signified and declared in this island, of and concerning the same. 

Passed April 15th, 1766. tori! rftfw 

Confirmed July 24th, 1767. . ;,v} asyaiS -ao oval8 lodto '• 

: todd; tsv«i8'lpdtoto q^Kdlarapw& m ytoqxfy hm ̂ niHtdg 

No, 37. (MOORE.) An Act to prevent distempered, maimed, and worn-
out Negroes from infesting the Towns, Streets, 
and Highways of this Island. 

WHEREAS it has for some time past been the cruel practice of some 
persons possessing Negroes (who from their old age and infirmities are inca- Preamble, 
pable of further service to their inhuman owners,) to drive them from their 
plantations to beg, steal, or starve ; which said unhappy objects are daily 
infesting the public streets of the several towns in this island, greatly to the 
annoyance and nuisance of the inhabitants thereof. To prevent such inhuman 
practices for the future, so disgraceful and dangerous to the country, Be it t | ause  (  

therefore enacted by his Excellency David Parry, Esq., Captain General, Go- ause  

vernorand Commander-in-chief of this island, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice-
Admiral of the same, the honourable the members of His Majesty's Council, 
and the General Assembly of this island, and by the authority of the same, 
that from and after the publication of this Act, the owner or owners of any0wner3- of  c l i s tem. 
distempered, maimed, or worn-out Negro or Negroes, Mulatto, or other Slaves, pere«tsiave« suffering 
suffering such distempered, maimed, or worn-out Negro, Mulatto, or other toAms.&e.u'ponuotice 
Slaves, to infest the towns, streets, lanes, public highways, or. avenues s'yen them by a magis-
y,  , i  i  ,  / •  ,  |  •  • »  i  \  , .  *  t  t i a t e o l  t h e  l i u i s a n c e ,  

mg* to the several towns or this island, upon notice or summons under and nut removing the 
the hand and seal of any magistrate in this island, delivered to the owner or s 'Br.e withinfonrdays, 

• are to torreit live 
owners of sach Negro, Mulatto, or other Slave or Slaves, or left at his, her, pounds fur every of-
or their most usual place of residence, with a white person, acquainting him, t ence-
her, or them, with the nuisance the public sustain thereby, the said owner or 
owners of such distempered Slave or Slaves (Negro or Mulatto) not removing 
the same within the space of four days after receiving such notice as aforesaid, 
shall,on conviction before the magistrate who issued such notice or summons, 
or any other magistrate for the body of this island, forfeit and pay for every 
offence the sum of five pounds, and the magistrate before whom such con-The magistrate is to 
viction shall be had, shall cause suchdistempered, maimed, or worn-out Slave ( 'a"ses"i : l1  sj,ave  to  be  

_L, ,  x 3  3  removed to the owner, 
or states to be immediately removed and conveyed to the Owner or owners or habitation of the 
of such Slave or Slaves, or to his, her, or their habitation or place of resi- o,',c[ pJf; the 
dence, and pay the charges and expenses thereof with or out of the said penalty, 
penalty of five pounds, one-third of the overplus, if any be, of the said sum to dne-third of the over-

be applied to the use of the constable or person who shall apprehend such |>lus  °( tbe  i"'"a l ty  to  
r.i li I i-i be paid the person ap-

distempered, manned, or worn-out Slave or Slaves, and the other two thirds prehension the slave, 
to be placed in the public treasury ; and if any person or persons offending ̂ ";'r<i 1 '  piaced°'in'"be 
as aforesaid, shall not immediately upon his, her, or their being thereof as public treasury, 
aforesaid convicted, pay to the said justice or justices of the peace before ̂ diateiy'pakiT'is ffi 
thorn such convictions shall be made, the said forfeiture or forfeitures for be by warrant of dis­
penses aforesaid, then every such justice or justices of the peace, is and are offendecTgood", and 
hereby empowered and required by warrant of distress under his or their o» failure of goods 
hands and seals, to levy On the goods and chattels of the offender, arid in 
failure of goods and chattels in possession of such offender whereon such for­
feiture may be levied, then, and in such case, everv such justice or justices to the oflen̂ erftm11 b,e 

« ^ com mitten to °°aol 
commit every owner or owners of such distempered, maimed, or worn-out there to remain for 

Slave or Slaves to the common gaol of this island, there to remain without months^un" 
bailor mainprize for anytime not exceeding two months, unless such ownerless the penalty b« 

o nr sooner paid. 


