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ADDITIONAL 

COLONIAL LAWS 

RESPECTING 

SLAVES.  

BARBADOES. 

No. 1. 
AN ACT for more fully afcertaining the Slave population of the Ifland of 

Barbadoes. WHEREAS it has been thought probable in the mother country that the re- BARBADOES. 
eftablifhment of peace may afford facilities to an illicit introduction of flaves 

into the Britifh fettlements in the Weft Indies: And whereas the legiflature of this 
ifland, notwithftanding it feels the moft thorough convidtion that no fuch impor­
tation into this ifland ever has been or is likely to be attempted, is yet defirous 
to co-operate in any meafures which may be deemed neceffary for giving the full-
eft effect to the adts for the abolition of the flave trade: And whereas many ad­
vantages may be derived to the inhabitants of this ifland from a more exadt fpeci-
fication and return of the flave population; be it therefore enadted by the Honour­
able John Spooner, Prefident of His Majefty's Council, and Commander in Chief 
of this ifland, Chancellor, Ordinary, and Vice Admiral of the fame, the Honour­
able the Members of His Majefty's Council, and the General Affembly of this 
ifland, and by the authority of the fame, That it {hall and may be lawful for the 
faid Prefident or Commander in Chief of this ifland for the time being, and he is 
hereby authorized and required to appoint by commiflion under his fign manual, 
fome fit and proper perfon refident within this ifland, to be regiftrar of flaves 
therein, and that fuch regiftrar fliall be perfonally refident within this colony 
while he fliall continue to hold the faid office, except when from ill health or 
other neceffary caufe his temporary abfence from this ifland fliall be permitted 
by the Governor or Commander in Chief of this ifland for the time being, by 
and with the confent of His Majefty's Council, provided neverthelefs, that fuch 
temporary abfence fhall not exceed the period of twelve months ; and if the faid 
regiftrar fhall be at any time abfent from this ifland, without fuch licenfe or per-
miflion as aforefaid, he fliall abfolutely forfeit his office; and in cafe of the death, 
abfence, or incapacity of the faid regiftrar, or any avoidance of the faid office, a 
new regiftrar fliall be in like manner appointed by the Governor or Commander 
in Chief of this ifland for the time being by comniiffion under his fign manual. 

ad. And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, that between the firft 
day of March, and the firft day of June now next enfuing, and in every third 
following year, every perfon who fliall be then refident in this ifland, and who 
fliall be in poffeffion of any flave or flaves within the fame, whether as proprietor, 
mortgagee, truftee, fequeftrator, or receiver, leffee, manager, or attorney of or for 
fuch flaves, fhall refpedtively make and deliver upon oath to the regiftrar fo to be 
appointed as aforefaid, fuch fchedules, lifts, and particulars, in writing, as are 
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BARBADOES. herein-after mentioned ; that is to fay, every perfon in pofleflion of any flaves as 
aforefaid, {hall fo make and return a fchedule or lift in writing, therein fpecifying 
in the firft place his or her own name and defcription, and the name and defcrip-
tion of fuch other perfon or perfons being the owner or owners of fuch {lave or 
flaves on'whofe behalf the return is made, and the right or character in which 
the party making fuch return holds pofleflion of and claims title to fuch flave or 
flaves, namely, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, truftee, fequeftrator or receiver, 
leflee, manager, or attorney, executor, adminiftrator, guardian, or otherwife j and 
after fuch defcription as aforefaid, Ihall proceed to name, defcribe, and enumerate 
diftinftly, the feveral negroes, mulatto or other flaves belonging to the fame 
owner or owners, in manner following, that is to fay, the fchedule or paper con­
taining the faid lift {hall be divided into fix perpendicular columns of convenient 
breadths, refpe&ively entitled at the heads thereof, name, fex, colour, employ­
ment, age, and country; and in the firft of the faid columns fliall be inferted 
the name of each flave by which he or Ihe has been ufually called or known; in 
the fecond of the faid columns Ihall be inferted the fex of which fuch flave is; 
the third of the faid columns fhall be inferted black or coloured (including under 
the term " coloured " all who are not black); in the fourth of the faid columns 
fhall be inferted the particular trade, occupation, or ordinary employment of the 
flave ; in the fifth of the faid columns {hall be inferted the age of the flave, accord­
ing to the beft of the knowledge and belief of the owner or other party making 
the return ; and in the fixth of the faid columns fhall be inferted, whether the 
Have is an African or a Creole, and if a Creole, the name of the ifland or colony 
in which fuch flave was born, and from which he or {he was brought, accord­
ing to the beft of the knowledge, information, and belief of the owner or 
other party making the return; and for the better afcertaining the proper 
forms of fuch returns of flaves as are hereby required to be made, fo that no 
perfon may pretend ignorance thereof, a form or example of fuch return is 
contained in a fchedule to this ad annexed, to which all perfons are required 
fo far as {hall be found pradicable to conform. 

3d. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That in all lifts and 
fchedules to be made and returned as aforefaid, after the firft general return 
required by this ad, there Ihall be in every fucceeding return contained a true and 
particular account of all births and deaths of flaves belonging to the perfon or 
perfons on whofe behalf fuch return is made, within the three years next preceding 
fince the laft returns were made, and alfo an account of all dedudions from or 
additions to the former lift of flaves belonging to fuch perfon or perfons within the 
fame period, whether the fame {hall have happened by defertion, fale, or other 
transfer of property, infranchifement, or by return of fugitive flaves, or by purchafe, 
fucceffion, reverfion, or other lawful acquifition within this ifland, or by any lawful 
importation; which particular caufe or mode of dedudion or addition Ihall in all 
cafes be diftindly fpecified in fuch return, fo that the general increafe and decreafe 
of flaves, their conditions and numbers, may be fully known and confidered. 

4th. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon 
making any and every fuch fchedule or return fhall, at the time of delivering the 
fame to the regiftrar, take the following oath, which the faid regiftrar is hereby 
empowered and required to adminifter, under the penalty of five hundred pounds 
current money of this ifland ; that is to fay, 

' "Vr OU do fwear, That the lift or fchedule now by you given in contains a true 
' and exad account and defcription, according to the feveral particulars 
' therein fpecified, of all the flaves now attached or belonging to the plantation 
' called in the parifli of or now belonging to you 
' or in your pofleflion (if any owner), or now belonging to or in the pofleflion of 
' ['name the owner orpojfejforJ, according to the beft of your knowledge, information, 
' and belief. So help you GOD.' 

And all and every fuch owner and owners, perfon and perfons, who are of the 
denomination of the people called Quakers, is and are hereby required in like 
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manner to give in the fame upon his or her, or their folemn affirmation : Provided BARBADOEB 
neverthelefs, that in cafe any owner of flaves refident in this ifland ffiall, from lick-
nefs or any bodily infirmity, be prevented from attending the faid regiftrar, to deliver 
fuch lift or fchedule of his or her flaves as herein-befoie is directed, it (hall and 
may be lawful for any other perfon in behalf of fuch owner to give in fuch his or her 
lift or fchedule in the form herein-before prefcribed ; fuch perfon fo giving in for 
another, at the time of delivering fuch lift or fchedule, taking the following oath 
before the faid regiftrar, who is hereby empowered and required, under the penalty 
aforefaid, to adminifter the fame. 

' X/"OU do fwear, That the perfon for whom you are now about to give in a lift 
{ or fchedule of flaves is prevented doing fo in his or her own proper perfon 
4 from illnefs or bodily infirmity ; and that the lift or fchedule by you now given 
' in was figned by fuch owner in your prefence; and that the fame contains a 
' true and exact number and defcription of all the flaves now belonging to or in 
' the poffeffion of the faid according to the beft of your 
' knowledge, information, and belief. So help you GOD.' 

5th. And to the intent that all perfons required to return lifts or fchedules by 
this a£t for any flaves may be duly apprized, and have fufficient notice of the re-
fpedtive times of returning the fame ; be it further enaded by the authority afore­
faid, That the faid regiftrar fhall and he is hereby required, fome time in the month 
immediately preceding the time herein appointed for the making fuch returns of 
flaves as aforefaid, to fend advertifements in writing by him figned, purporting fuch 
refpedive times for giving in fuch returns to the redor or his officiating minifterof 
each parifli, who is and are hereby required to publith or caufe the fame to be 
publilhed in their refpedive parifli churches the two fucceeding Sundays after re­
ceipt thereof, between the prayers and fermon, and then to fix the fame up at 
the church-doors, to remain till after the time of making fuch returns has elapfed ; 
and in cafe the faid regiftrar or the redor or officiating minifter (hall in any refped 
fail herein, the party fo offending for every fuch offence fhall forfeit the fum of 
one hundred pounds current money of this ifland. 

6th. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That the faid regif­
trar fhall carefully preferve the lifts and fchedules fo returned to him, and caufe 
the fame, within fix months after the return thereof, to be copied as clearly and 
diftindly as may be into one book, or fet of books, duly paged and indexed, to be 
by him kept in his office, to which all perfons may have free accefs during office 
hours to examine the fame, every perfon paying the fum of fix fhiliings and three­
pence for fuch accefs and examination ; and the laid regiftrar is hereby further direct­
ed and required, upon application for the fame, to give copies in writing, certified 
by himfelf, of any lift or lifts that may be defiled, the perfon requiring the fame 
paying for each feveral lift fo required the fum of two Ihillings and fixpence for 
the fame, if the number of flaves therein contained do not exceed twenty, and the 
further fum of one {hilling and three-pence for every further number of flaves not 
exceeding ten, after the firft twenty that lhall be contained therein. 

7th. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That when and fo 
foon as all the returns, lifts, or fchedules which lhall have been delivered to the 
faid regiftrar purfuant to this Aft, lhall have been entered and recorded as afore­
faid, the faid regiftrar lhall give notice thereof forthwith to the inhabitants of this 
ifland, in fuch manner as he lhall deem inoft fit and effedual, and that the faid 
books are and will continue open at the proper office for the infpedion, free of 
any expenfe, of all perfons who have made returns of flaves, for infertion therein, 
for the term of two months from the date of fuch notification, to the intent that 
all perfons interefted may be fatisfied of the accuracy of the faid books, and of 
the faid returns therein contained ; and alio that if any owners or poffeflors of flaves 
within this ifland lhall from any accident or unavoidable impediment have omit­
ted to return full and proper lifts or fchedules of their flaves, as by this ad is 
required, they mull immediately apply to the governor or commander in chief of 
this ifland for the time being, and council, who, upon latisfadory proof that fuch 
omiflion has not been wilful, are hereby empowered and required to order the 
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BARBADOES. admiffion and regiftration or corre&ion of their returns or fchedules by the faid 
— regiftrar. 

8th. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any perfon 
or perfons whatfoever lhall wilfully negledt to give in to the faid regiftrar a 
lift or lifts, fchedule or fchedules, of his, her, or their flave or flaves as above 
directed, every fuch perfon or perfons fo neglefting (hall forfeit and pay the fum 
of one hundred pounds for every fuch flave fo negledted to be given in; one 
moiety thereof to be paid to the informer, and one moiety to be paid into the 
public treafury of this ifland ; and all and every flave or flaves fo neglected to be 
given in, if fuch flave be an African, lhall be entitled to his, her, or their freedom, 
unlefs fuch perfon or perfons fo omitting to give in any fuch flave or flaves lhall 
within fix months after the difcovery of fuch omiflion, eitablilh by fufficient 
evidence before the governor or commander in chief of this ifland for the time 
being, and the members of His Majefty's council in council, that fuch African flave 
or flaves fo omitted to be given in had been legally imported ; and the treafurer of 
this ifland for the time being is hereby required and directed to pay to each African 
fo rendered free the fum of four pounds annually and every year during the term 
ol his or her natural life. 

9th. And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That any perfon or 
perfons who may be at any time refident in this ifland, and who may have, keep, 
and retain in his, her, or their polfeffion, as a flave or flaves, any African or Africans 
who may have been illicitly imported into this ifland, knowing the fame to have 
been fo illicitly imported, lhall, upon convidion thereof at any court of grand 
feflions of oyer and terminer, general gaol-delivery, and general feflions of the 
peace of this ifland, forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding the fum of five hundred 
pounds, and be imprifoned in the common gaol of this ifland for any time not 
exceeding the period of two years. 

10th. Provided always, and it is hereby enaded by the authority aforefaid, 
That all perfons who lhall think themfelves aggrieved by any proceedings of the 
faid regiftrar, in any matter relating to this ad, may appeal by petition to the 
governor or commander in chief of this ifland for the time being, and the mem­
bers of His Majefty's council in council, who are hereby defired and fully empowered 
to hear and finally determine thereon, and to remit or confirm all and every or 
any the penalties in this ad contained, as to them lhall feem fit. 

1 ith. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaid, That the faid regif­
trar lhall make and prepare, or caufe to be made and prepared, accurate and per-
fed duplicates of the faid books, and lhall authenticate and certify the faid dupli­
cates by the following affidavit: 
' j^EFORE A.B. \_inferting the name and title of the governor or commander 
' in chief for the time being] perfonally appeared C. D. [naming himfelf] 
* the faid regiftrar of flaves of this ifland; who, being duly fworn on the Holy 
' Evangelifts, makes oath and fays, that he the faid C. D. has carefully 
' examined and compared all the preceding entries in this book with all the dif-
' ferent returns of flaves delivered to him, or, to his knowledge or belief, to any 
' deputy clerk or afliftant by him appointed ; and that he is enabled thereby to 
' depofe, and does depofe, that the preceding return of the flaves of this ifland is 
' in all refpe&s correftly and faithfully made.' 
Which affidavit, being fubfcribed by the faid regiftrar, lhall be fworn before the 
faid governor or commander in chief for the time being, who lhall fubjoin thereto 
the following certificate under his hand : 
' | A. B. [inferting his' name and title of office~\ do hereby certify that the above 
' affidavit was duly fworn before me this day of 
4 one thoufand eight hundred and Witnefs my hand, this 
' day of one thoufand eight hundred and 

< A. B: 
And the faid duplicate books, when fo authenticated and certified, lhall be delivered 
by the faid regiftrar to the governor or commander in chief for the time being, who 
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{hall forthwith tranfmit the fame to His Majefty's principal fecretary of ftate for BARBADOES. 
the colonial department in England. 

12th. And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, That no erafure 
fhall, on any pretence or for any caufe whatever, be at any time permitted to be 
in any of the laid books ; but if any clerical error fhall occur in the infertion of 
any name, defcription, or other particular therein, fo that the fame lhall differ 
from the name, defcription, or particular contained in the fchedule or return 
from which the fame was made, or if any other miftake fhall occur in the making 
up and keeping the faid books, a line of red ink lhall be drawn through any word 
or words improperly inferted, fo as to leave the original word or words legible ; 
and the correftion thereof, by the infertion of any word or words which may 
have been erroneoully omitted, lhall either be interlined or written in the margin, 
and the regiftrar lhall, either under fuch word or words written in the margin, or 
under a mark or reference there made to any fuch interlineation, fubfcribe his 
name at length. 

13th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if the faid re­
giftrar lhall wilfully make or knowingly permit or fuffer to be made any falfe or 
fraudulent entry in the books in his office, or either of them, or lhall fraudulently 
crafe, obliterate, or alter, or knowingly permit or fuffer to be fraudulently erafed, 
obliterated, or altered, any entry which lhall have been duly made in the faid books 
or either of them, the faid regiftrar lhall, upon conviftion of any fuch offence 
before any court of grand feffions of oyer and terminer, general gaol-delivery, and 
grand feffions of the peace for this illand, forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding the 
fum of five hundred pounds, and be imprifoned for any time not exceeding two 
years in the common gaol of this illand ; and if any deputy affiftant or clerk of the 
faid regiftrar lhall commit or knowingly permit or fuffer to be committed any fuch 
offence as aforefaid, he fhall upon the like convidtion thereof forfeit and pay a fum 
not exceeding the fum of five hundred pounds, and be imprifoned in the common 
gaol of this illand for any time not exceeding the period of two years ; and if any 
other perfon or perfons in this colony lhall wilfully make or caufe or procure to be 
made any falfe or fraudulent entry in the faid books or either of them, or lhall 
fraudulently erafe, obliterate, or alter, or caufe or procure to be erafed, obliterated, 
or altered, any entry which lhall have been made in the faid books or either of 
them, every fuch perfon or perfons fo offending fhall upon like convidtion thereof 
forfeit and pay a fum not exceeding the fum of five hundred pounds of like current 
money, and be imprifoned in the common gaol of this illand for any time not ex­
ceeding the period of two years. 

14th. And be it further emitted by the authority aforefaid, That all fums of 
money arifing by this aft, and all and every the forfeitures and penalties in the 
fame contained, lhall be to the King's moft Excellent Majefty, His heirs and fuc-
ceffors, and lhall be applied, together with all other public monies not appropriated 
to any particular life, to and for all and every the ufes, intents, and purpofes of the 
annual afts for raifing money to defray the expenfes of this government, except 
as herein before is particularly direfted. 

15th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That upon all quef-
tions refpefting the freedom or flavery of any individual arifing in any court or 
before any magiftrate in this colony, a duly certified copy of the regiftration of 
fuch individual in the books of the faid regiftrar fhall be received as fufficientprima 
facie evidence of the flavery of fuch individual. 

16th. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the treafurerof 
this illand for the time being fhall pay to the faid regiftrar fo to be appointed as 
aforefaid, out of any of the public monies in his hands, at and after the rate of 
two hundred pounds annually and every year, by four equal quarterly payments, 
during all fuch time as he lhall hold and exercife the faid office of regiftrar ; and 
the further fum of fix hundred pounds current money of this illand, when and at 
fuch times as he lhall complete and produce to the commander in chief for the 
time being authenticated duplicates of the aforefaid books of regiftry. 

17th. And 
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BARBADOES. 17th. And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, That all and every the fines, 
— forfeitures, and penalties herein-before impofed, and for which the mode of re­

covery has not already been declared, fhall be recovered on complaint to any juftice 
of the peace, and the fame proceedings lhall be had thereon as in the cafe of fervants' 
wages. 

THE Return of A. B. of Slaves, the property of C. D. of which A. B. is 
Manager. 

— - — j ~ 

Name. Sex. Colour. Employment. Age. Country. 

Quath - Male - Negro - Cooper - - 45 Barbadian. 

Harriet - Female - Mulatto - Houfe Servant - 30 Barbadian. 

Quow - Male - Negro - Watchman - 50 African. 

THE Return of A. B. of Slaves, his own property. 

Name, Sex. Colour. Employment. Age, Country. 

Kitty Ann - Female - Negro - Field - - 36 Barbadian. 

Bob - - Male - Negro - Cooper - - 40 Barbadian. 

Read three times, and paffed the General Affembly this feventeenth day of 
December one thoufand eight hundred and fixteen. 

J. R. Phillips, Clerk of General Alfembly. 

Read three times, and paffed the Council unanimoufly this feventeenth day of 
January one thoufand eight hundred and feventeen. 

W.'HuJbands, Deputy Clerk of Council. 

Return to the Houfe of Affembly on the feventh day of January one thoufand 
eight hundred and feventeen with alterations, and affented to by the Houfe 
the fame day. J. R• Phillips, Clerk of the General Affembly. 

Affented to by his Honour the Prefident the ninth day of January one thoufand 
eight hundred and feventeen. 

W. Hujbands, Dep. Sec. John Spooner. 


