BERBICE. BERBICE.

——
Ax ACT for the Registration of the Slave Population.

Preamble. WHEREAS it i3 expedient, for the purpose of giving efficacy to the Acts of
His Majesty now in force, the 46th Geo. ITIL. cap. 52, for the prevention of the
illicit importation of slaves by any of His Majestys’ subjects, into the colonies or
territorics of foreign states or powers, or into the settlements, islands, colonies or
plantations on the continent of America, or the West Indies, which have been sur-
rendered unto His Majesty’s arms during the late war ; the 47th Geo. IIT. cap. 36,
for the abolition of the African Slave Trade; the 51st Geo. III. cap. 23, for ren-
dering the said last-mentioned Act more effectual, for the purposesin the said Act
declared ; and 53d Geo. IIL cap. 112, for enlarging the time for commencing pro-
secutions for forfeitures under the same: And wherens, although the Governor
and Council are fully satisfied that no illicit importation of slaves is or has been
carricd on within ‘this colony, nor any attempt at the same has at any time taken
place ; yet to obviate all doubts, which miiglit be injuriously, but erroncously

entertained
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entertained by certain classes of His Majesty’s subjects in Great Britain or else-  BERBICE.
where, or by forcign potentates or powers, or the subjects thereof, that the aforesaid s’
Acts of His Majesty, or any of them, may be infringed, or are liable to be infringed

by any of His Majesty’s subjects, inhabitants or residents in this Colony, by the

unlawful inportation of slaves into the same, contrary to the intent, meaning, or

provisions of the said Acts, to which the return of peace is supposed to lend parti-

cular facilities: And whereas none of His Majesty’s subjects are more ready and

anxious to promote and carry into due effect the laws of the parent state, or to

desive measures for enforcing the provisions of the same, than His Majesty’s colo-

nists of Berbice : And his Excellency Lieutenant Governor H. W. Bentinck, pre-

sident of and in conjunction with the honourable the Council of Government of

the said Colony, by law established, considering that a more exact specification, re-

gistration, and periodical return of the slaves within the Colony, may be conducive

to the aforesaid desirable objects; Be it therefore enacted by his said Excellency,

President as aforesaid, and by the said Council of Government, and by authority

of the same,—

Assemblies,] TREATMENT OF SLAVES IN THE COLONIES. 19

Sect. 1. That between the first day of the month of October, now next ensuing, When, by, and to
and the first day of the month of January one thousand eight hundred and Whom, and under
eighteen next ensuing, and in every third following year, every person who shall ;;gﬁ:,{fe’s'n:c?;’rdn:zf
then be res:dent within this Colony, and who shall, on the thirtieth day of Septem- slaves are to be
ber, of the respective years of registration, be in the possession of any slave or slaves made.
within the same, whether as proprietor, mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator, receiver,
guardian, lessee, attorney, or in whatever other name or title he may hold the same,
shall respectively muke and deliver upon oath to the registrar, hereinafter to be Possessorsof slaves
named and appointed, such schedule, list, and particulars in writing, as are herein- |} C‘;ﬁ}”'\i‘ifﬁlf{l“é"
after mentioned, that is to say, every person in possession of any slave or slaves as ner own name, nd
aforesaid, shall so make and return a schedule or list, in writing, therein specifying, name of owner, and
in the first place, his or her own name and description, and the name and description dﬁ’%‘“l’“".“ of such
of such other person or persons, being the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, ;;:tfcsl’ﬂ,‘::th other
on whose behalf the return is made, together with the name of the plantation, if any, o
to which such slave is attached, and the right or character in which the party making
such return, holds possession of and claims title to such slave or slaves, namely,
whether as proprietor or mortgagee, trustee, sequestrator or rcceiver, attorney,
executor, administrator, guardian, or otherwise; and after such descriptions as
aforesaid, shall proceed to name, describe, and enumerate distinctly the several
negroes, mulatto or other slaves belonging to the said owner or owners, in manner
following, that is to say ; the schedule or paper containing the said list, shall be di-
vided into six perpendicular columns of convenient breadth respectively, entitled at Schedules to con-
the heads thercof, ‘“Name, (‘olour, Age, Employment, Sex, and Country:” };‘:)':vs't'}‘] columns.

N ’ . . € same are
and in the first of the said columns shall be inserted the name of each slave, by o be filled up.
which he or she has been usually called or known ; in the second of the columns
shall be inserted the colour of such slave, including under the term Colour,
all those who are not black ; in the third of the said columns shall be inserted the
age of such slave ; in the fourth of the said columns, shall be inserted the particular
trade, occupation or ordinary employment of the slave; in the fifth of the said
columns, shall be inserted the sex of the slave ; and in the sixth of the said columns
shall be inserted whether the slave is an African or Creole, and if a Creole, the
name of the Island or Colony in which such slave was born, or from which he or
she was brought, according to the best of the knowledge, information, and belief
of the owner, or other party making the return, according to the form of the
Schedule to this Act annexed, to which all persons are required, so far as it shall
be found practicable, to conform. .

And where proprietors, managers, attornies, or other representatives are owners a‘s;:gte Iiurns to
of, or acting for more than onc estate or plantation, then that such proprietors, geparate estate ory
managers, attornies, or other representatives, shall make a separate and distinot plantation:
return, after the manner and in the form afore-mentioned, for every separate estate
or plantation so held or represented by them.

Sect. 2. That in all lists or schedules to be made and returned as aforesaid, after Account of births

. . . . . and deaths, and of
the first general returns required by this Act, there shall be in every succeeding 4 deductions or
roturn contained a true and particular account of all births and deaths of slaves additions of slaves,
belonging to the person or persons on whose behalf such return is made, within the and the cause
three years next preceding since the last returns were made ; and also an account ;lr‘)‘é‘cff‘.l’g'd l‘l‘: eg:ry

433. of succeeding return,
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of all deductions from, or additions to, the former list or lists of slaves belonging to
such person or persons within the same period, whether the same shall have happened
by desertion, sale, or other transfer of property, enfranchisement or return of fugitive
slaves, or by purchase, succession, reversion or other lawful acquisitions within this
colony, or by any lawful importation, which shall be specified in cvery succeeding
return, into the same; which particular cause or mode of deduction or addition shall
in all cases be distinctly specified in such return, so that the general inercase and
decrease of slaves, their condition and numbers, may be fully known and consi-

derel.

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every person
making any and every such schedule and return, shall at the time of delivering
the same to the registrar, hereafter to be appointed, take the following oath, which
the said registrar is hereby empowered and required to administer, under the penalty
of six thousand guilders, Holland’s currency; (that is to say,)

““ You do Swear, That the List or Schedule now by you given in, contains
“ a true and exact account and description, according to the several parti-
“ culars therein specified, of all the slaves now attached or belonging to
¢ the Plantation called in or now belong-
“ ing to you, or in your possession, [/ any owner] or now belenging to, or
¢ in possession of, [name the owner or possessor,] within this Colony, accord-

“ing to the best of your knowledge, information and belief.
¢ So help you GOD.”

And all and every such owner and owners, person or persons, who are of the deno-
mination of people called quakers, is and are hereby required, in like manner, to
give in the same, upon his or her or their solemn affirmation : Provided nevertheless,
in casc of any owner or possessor of slaves, or representative of the owner, resident
in this colony, shall from sickness or any bodily infirmity be prevented “om
attending the said registrar, to deliver such list or schedule of his or her slave or
slaves under their controul, as hereinbefore is directed, it shall and may be lawful
for any other person, on behalf of such wner or possessor, to give in such, (his or
her list or schedule,) having previously secn such owner or possessor sign or subscribe
the same in the form hercinbefore prescribed ; such person so giving in for another,
at the time of delivering such list or schedule, taking the following oath before the
said registrar, who is hereby empowered and required, under the penalty aforesaid,
to administer the same :

* Youdo Swear, That the person for whom you are now about to give in a List
“ or Schedule of slaves, is prevented doing so in his or her own person, from
“ illness or bodily infirmity, and that the List or Schedule, by you now
“ given in, was sighed by such person in your presence; and that the same
“ contains a true and exact number and description of all the slaves now
“ belonging to, or in the possessio.: of the said according

“ to the best of your knowledge, information and belief.
“ So help you GOD.”

Sect. 4. And to the intent that all persons required by this Act or Ordinance
to return Lists or Schedules for any slaves, may be duly apprised, and have sufficient
notice of the respective times of returning the same; Be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, ‘That every period after the first registration, the time for which
is now by this Act appointed, the said registrar shall and he is hereby required,
some time not less than two months immediately preceding the period herein ap-
pointed for the making of such returns of slaves as aforvesaid, to give notice therecof
in the official gazette of the colony, once at least in every weck of the said two
months, purporting such respective periods for giving in such returns to him the
said registrar, or otherwise the said returns shall not be required to be made ; and
in casc the said registrar shall in any respect fail therein, for every such offence he
shall forfeit the sum of six thousand guilders, Dutch currency.

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said
registrar shall caretully preserve the Lists and Schedules so returned to him, and
cause the same, within six months after the return thereof, to be copied as clearly
and distinctly as may be, into one book, or set of books, duly paged and indexed,

to be kept by him in his office, to which all persons may have free access during
office

-~

>
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BERBICE. Sect. 10. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said regis-
\—u——trarshall make and prepare, or cause to be made and prepared, perfect and accurate
Registrar to make duplicates of the said books, and shall authenticate and certify the said duplicates by

duplicates of books ~ ¢he following affidavit :
and certify sume

on oath. “ Before 4. B. [inserting the name and title of the Governor for the time
Form of oath. ¢ being,] personally appeared C. D. [naming himself, ] registrar of slaves of

¢¢ this Colony, who being duly sworn on the Holy Ivangelists, makes oath and
¢¢ saith, That the said (. D. has cavefully examined and compared all the pre~
¢¢ ceding entries in this book, with all the different returns of slaves delivered
¢ to him, or to his knowledge or belief, to any deputy, clerk, or assistant by
‘ him appointed ; and that he i§ hereby enabled to depose, and does depose,
¢ that the preceding return of the slaves of this Colony, is in all respects cor-
¢ yectly and faithfully made.”’

To be sworn before Which affidavit, being subscribed by the said registrar, shall be sworn before the

governor. Governor for the time being, who shall subjoin thercto the following certificate
under his hand :
Form of governor’s “I, 4. B. [inserting the name and litle of office,] do hereby certify, That
certificate thereof. ¢¢ the above affidavit was duly sworn beforc me, this day of
¢ one thousand eight hundred and
¢ Witness my hand, this day of one thousand

“ eight hundred and
(Signed) “4. B>

Duplicate books to And the said duplicate books, when so authenticated and certified, shall be

be delivered to the - Jelivered by the said registrar to his Excellency the Governor for the time being,

governor for trans- - : g . . . Tie Mos 's principal ) £

o ion, who shall forthwith transmit the same to His Majesty’s principal secretary of state
for the colonial department in England.

No erasure inregis-  Sect. 11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no erasure

trar’s_books to be shall, on any pretence or for any cause whatever, be at any time permitted to be

permitted. made in any of the said books ; but if any clerical error shall occur in the insertion
of any name, description, or particulars contained in the Schedule or return from

How mistakes are Which the same was made, or if any other mistake shall occur in the making up

to be corrected.  and keeping the said books, a line of red ink shall be drawn through any word
or words improperly inserted, so as to lcave the original word or words legible,
and the correction thereof, by the insertion of any word or words which may have
been crroneously cmitted, shall either be interlined or written in the margin; and
the registrar shall, either under such word or words written in the margin, or
under a mark of reference there made to any such interlineation, subscribe his
name at length.

In case registrar  Oecct. 12. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the said
wilfully make or  yegistrar shall wilfully make, or knowingly permit or suffer to be made any false

suffer fraudulent d " : . : : : < ohy waile .
entries or erasures, OF fraudulent entry m the book or books in his office, or shall fraudulently erase,

. obliterate or alter, or knowingly permit or suffer to be frudulently obliterated or
altered, any entry which shall have been duly made in the said book or books,
On conviction the said registrar shall, upon conviction of any such offence before the honourable

*1;)‘3“051’0“’?““‘51" the court of criminal justice of this Colony, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding
able. the sum of six thousand guilders, Dutch currency, and be imprisoned for any
time not exceeding two years, in the common jail of this Colony; and if any
Thelike as to de-  deputy, assistant, or clerk of the said registrar, shall commit, or knowingly permit
P“Ctﬁ z’;s‘zss‘sm"t ' or suffer to be committed, any such offence as aforesaid, he shall, upon the like
st ' conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the sum of six thousand
guilders, and be imprisoned in the common jail of this Colony for any time not
To what penalties ~ exceeding the period of two years; and if any other person or persons in this
others are liable in Colony shall wilfully make or cause, or procure to be made, any falsc or fraudu-
SImHar cases. lent entry in the said book or books, or shall fraudulently erase, obliterate or alter,
or cause or procure to be erased, obliterated or altered, any entry which shall
have been made in the said book or books, cvery such person or persons so
offending, shall, upon like convietionr thereof, ferfeit and pay a sum not excceding
the sum of six thousand guilders, of like current money, and be imprisoned in
the common jail of this colony, for any term not excceding the period of two

years.
Sect.
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Scet. 13. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and
every the forfeitures and penalties arising out of this Act or Ordinance, shall be
distrituted in such manner and in such proportions as is directed by local provi-
sions in respect to fines or penalties in general,

Sect. 14. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That there shall
be paid to the said registrar, hercafter to be appointed, out of any of the public
monies of this Colony, at and after the rate of two thousand four hundred francs,
colonial money, annually and every year, by four equal quarterly payments, to be
made in guilders, Holland’s currency, during all such time as he shall hold and
exercise the said office of registrar, and the further sum of four thousand cight
hundred {rancs, Holland’s currency, at such time as he shall complete and produce
¢o bi. ixcellency the Governor for the time being, authenticated duplicates of the
aforesaid books of registry.

Sect. 15, That it shall and may be lawfu' for the Governor for the time being
of this Colony, to appoint, and he is hereby authorized and required to appoint, by
commission under his sign manual, some fit and proper person resident within
this Colony, to be registrar of slaves therein; and that such registrar shall be per-
sonally resident within this Colony while he shall continue to hold his said oftice,
except when from ill health or other necessitous cause, his temporary absence
from this Colony shall be permitted by the Governor for the time being: Pro-
vided nevertheless, that such temporary absence shall not exceced the period of
twelve months; and if the said registrar shall be at any time absent {rom this
Colony, without such permission or licence as aforesaid, he shall absolutely forfeit
his office; and in case of death, absence, or incapacity of the said registrar,
or any avoidance of the said office, a new registrar shall be in like manner ap-
pointed under the sign manual of the Governor for the time being as aforesaid.

Scct. 16. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and
every the fines, forfeitures, and penalties hercinbefore imposed, shall be recovered
on complaint to his honour the fiscal, or to the registrar, as an officer of the
Colony, for the especial purposes or matters arising out of this Act or Ordinance,
who shall bring the aforesaid claim, and levy of forfeitures and penaltics, before
the honourable the court of civil justice, in the usual and ordinary manner, asin the
case of fiscal actions.

Sect. 17. And in order to prevent the giving in of double returns, which
might occur from a doubtful construction of this Act or Ordinance as to the party,
whether the actual proprietor or the party in possession shall make the aforesaid
return: It is hereby enacted, That the usual proprietor, or his representative, and
not the party who, by hire or otherwise, may have temporary possession of any
slave or slaves, is bound to give in the returns as above directed.

Sect. 18. And whereas. in case of litigated claims to and concerning any indivi-
dual slave or slaves, where returns under this Act or Ordinance shall have been
made by different persons claiming the same, it may be difficult and impossible
for the registrar, as above named, for the purposc of this Act or Ordinance,
justly to ascertain the rights thereto of such litigated parties; he, the aforesaid
registrar, is hereby directed and authorized, as much as in him lies, to insert the
required return, with reference solely to the direct occupation and possession, at the
time of the return made, of the party making the same : And it is further, thercfore,
hereby declared and ordained, that the returns of registry under this Act or Ordi-
nance, shall be receivable only as evidence for the express purposes of this Act, and
shall in no ways be deemed or considered admissible as substantiating any claims
betwixt individuals in litigation.

Lastly. His Excellency the Governor and the Council of Government reserve
to themselves all right, trom time to time, of explaining further the enactments of
this Ordinance; hereby confirming, however, all previous laws and regulations
touching and concerning this matter, not contrary to the regulations of this Act or
Ordinance now published and established.

And that no ignorance may be pretended of the several orders contained in
this Ordinance, these presents shall be published and sent round for general in-
formation.

433- Thus
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BERBICE. Thus done and enacted at our adjourned session, held at the King’s House,
~——— ' New Amsterdam, Berbice, this third day of September, in the year one thousand

cight hundred and seventeén.
H. V. Bentinck,

I. Samuel, J. G. C. de Nieuwerkerk, V. Helder, and
A. Melville, B. J. Schwiers, J. Paterson.
In presence of R. C. Downer, Sec.

And published the same day ; present, his Excellency Licutenant Governor

Bentinck, and the whole of the honourable members of council.
In presence of R. C. Downer, Sec.

Form of Schedule. RETURN of Slaves attached to Plantation situate
the property of .

This ReTURN, made by [person’s namel, [quality of the person).

Name of Slaves. Colour, Age. Employment, Sex, Place of Birth,




