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An ALt for the better Secuvity of all lfucl) as are lawfully
polfefled of any Negroes, ov other Slaves in thefe Iflands,
wherveby to [ecure their lawful Rights, Intereft, and Pro-
perty of andtothe [ame.

HAT whereas feveral Perfons, Inhabitants and others, within few
Years laft paft, have forced and carried away, and alfo flot and en-
ticed feveral Negroes, and other Slaves, from their Owners and Pofleflors, with-
out any legal Warrant for the fame : For Prevention of fuch evil Pracices for
the future, We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjeéts, the Aflembly
of thefe your Majcity’s Bermuda or Summer-Iflands in America, do moft
humbly befeech your Majefty, that it may be enzéted by your Maje®’s Lieu-
tenant Governour, Council and Affembly, and hereby 1t is cnacted and or-
dained by the Authority of the fame, That from and after Publication hereof, perfons enci-
if any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever within the(e Iflands, fhall tempt, intice, {R83var, of

. 4 cnrurmiping
perfwade, flock, clandeftinely entertain any Negro, or other Slave, to leave or anoticr'ssiuve,

abfent themfelves frcm the Service of their Mafter, Miftrefs, or thofe by‘:g‘}} f.”,',ﬁ;‘ic_
whom they are employed, out of an Intent or Defign to fecret or conceal them vied by Duf
or any of them from their refpective right Owner or Owners, or lawful Em- '~
ployers, or employ them in their own Service, or clandeftinely carry or convey
them out of thefe Iflands, or in any IManner to defraud the faid Owner or
Owners, or Employers of them orany of them, being thereof duly convicted,
by their own Confeffion, or by the Oath of one or more credible Witnefles,
made before the Governour or Chief Juftice of thefe Iflands for the Time be-
ing, or any Two Judges of the Courtof King’s-Bench, Common-Pleas, &e.
thall be adjudged to pay for every fuch Offence to the Party grieved, who was
pofiefied of every fuch Negro, or other Slave, the Sum of Twenty Pounds
Current Money, to be levied upon the Goods and Chattels, Lands and Tene-
ments of every fuch Offender; and in cafe the Party {o offending fhall not be
found worth Lands, Goods, or Chattels to the Value aforefaid, then the Judge

or
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or Judges aforcfaid, fhall and may, by Virtue of this A&, adjudge him or
them fo offending to be Servant or Servants unto the Perfon or Perfons grieved
for the Spacc of Five Years, or fo long as until he, fhe, or they fhall make
Satisfa&tion to the Party fo wronged or grieved, and thereupon deliver him,
her, or them over by Warrant to the faid Party fo injured, and make a Re-
cord of the fame.
Anlnhabicnt A N D be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon
?gn'?e';ig“frf‘o. or Perfons, Inhabitants or others, fhall {fo tempt, flock, or clandeftinely prac-
e tife upon any Negro or Slave, and him, her, or them, fo tempted, convey
feit deuble the away or fend out of thefe Iflands, and fuch Perfon or Perfons, fo offending,
Q’;Z‘v‘i.“ ‘éff;‘,“h be afterwards apprehended and convicted before the Governour, or fuch Judge
or Judges as aforefaid, fhall be condemned by the faid Judge or Judges to pay
the Owner of fuch Negro, or other Slave, Two Times the Value of him fo
fent away as aforefaid, and Execution for the fame (from the faid Judge or
Judges) to iffue accordingly ; and if the Perfon {o offending has not fufhcient
Eftate, as aforefaid, then he, fhe, or they, fhall be ordered by the faid Judge
br Judges to ferve the Party grieved or injured as aforementioned ; any Law,

Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding.
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