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An AEE for the Security of theSubjelt to prevent tbe Forfe:-
ture of Life and Eftate upon killing a Negro or other Slave.

7 HEREAS Negroes, Indians, Mulattoes, and other Slaves, are very nu~-

merous within thefe Iflands, and that the wilful killing of any fuch

Slave as aforefaid (by the ftrict Laws of England) comes within the Penalty of

Murder, the Judgment whereof is Forfeiture of Life and Eftate; and where-

as the Privileges of England are fo univerfally extenfive as not to admit of

the leaft Thing called S/zvery, occafioned the making fuch Laws for the Pre-

{ervation of every individual Subjeét in his or their Lives, Eftates, and indif-

putable Properties; but here, in his Majefty’s Colonies and Plantations in Ame-

rica, the Cafes and Things are wonderfully altered ; for the very Kindred, nay,

fometimes even the Parents of thofe unfortunate Creatures (upon the Coaft of

Africa) expofe their Iffue to perpetual Bondage and Slavery, by felling them

unto your Majefty’s Subjeéts trading there, and from thence are brought to

thefe and other your Majefty’s Settlements in 4merica, and confequently pur-

chafed by the Inhabitants thereof, they being (for the Brutithnefs of their Na-

ture) no otherwife valued or eftcemed amongft us than as our Goods and Chat-

tels, or other perfonal Eftates; thercfore our prudent Neighbours in America,

as Barbadoes, &c. have thought fit (in Cafe of killing any fuch Negro or

Slave) to make Laws to prevent the Penalty and Forfeitures aforefaid ; We

therefore, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Affembly of

thefe your Majefty’s Bermuda or Summer Iflands in America, do moft humbly

befeech your Majefty, that it may be enacted, and be it enacted by your Ma-

jefty’s Lieutenant Governour, Counciland Affembly, and hereby it is enacted

and ordained by the Authority of the fame, That from and after Publication

hereof, that if any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever within thefe Iflands, being

ownersot  Owner or Pofleflor of any Negroes, Indians, Mulattoes, or other Slaves, thall, in the

v mem deferved Correction or Punifhment of his, her, or their Slave or Slaves, for Crimes

incorrecting of or Offences by them committed, or fuppofed to be committed, accidentally

e Tmprie happen to kill any fuch Slave or Slaves, that then the aforefaid Owner or Pofle{~

foned for 1t for fhall not be lable to any Imprifonment, Arraignment, or Profecution, nor
" fubje¢t to any Penalty or Forfeiture whatfoever.

Whire Perfons AN D it is hereby further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any

killing $14v¢s White Perfon or Perfons, or other Subjeft or Subjects, Inhabitants of thefe

in purfuing " i A .
them, are ex- Jflands, or others, fhall, at any Time or Times hereafter, find, perceive, or dif-

f;r‘:)pf?c%:flrg:l cover any Negroes, Indians, Mulattoes, or other Slave or Slaves, committing -
any Felony or Burglary whatfoever in the Night-time, and fhall endeavour to
refift, or make his or their Efcape, thatthen, and in every fuch Cafe, if any
fuch Slave or Slaves (in the Purfuit or Apprehenfion) happen to be flain, that then
the Perfon or Perfons fo purfuing or aflifting in apprehending the Felon, or Of-
fender, or Offenders, fhall be acquitted and exempted from the Profecution and
Penalties aforefaid.

Provifo. Proviprp always, and it is hereby ena&ed by the aforefaid Authority,
That if any Perfon or Perfons what{oever as aforefaid, fhall malicioufly and wil-
fully kill or deftroy, orany Manner of Ways caufe or procure to be killed or
deftroyed any Slave or Slaves whatfoever, whereof he, fhe, or they, or any of
them are Owners, thatthen, and in every fuch Cafe, the aforefaid Perfon and
Perfons, and each and every of them, fhall forfeit and pay unto our Sovereign
Lord the King, his Heirs and Succeffors, the full Sum of Ten Pounds Current
Money, to be employed for and towards the Support of the Government of
thefe Iflands and the Contingent Charges thereof.
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Bu T if it (hall happen; That any Slave or Slaves be wilfully killed as afore- Penalty on Per.
faid, by any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever that is not Owner thereof; that siaves ot are
then the aforefaid Perfon and Perfons, and each and every of them, fhall for- et theiz vwn.
feit and pay the full Sum of Ten Pounds Current Money; to be employed to
the Ufes above mentioned, and alfo pay the Owner or Owners of all and
every fuch Slave and Slaves fuch Sum and Sums of Money as the aforefaid
Slave or Slaves fo killed fhall be valued at, as if then alive, according to the
Judgment upon Oath of any Five able and fufficient Freeholders, or any
Three of them, appointed by Warrant of the Juftice of the Peace of the
Tribe or Parith where fuch Offence fhall be committed; together with the
Charges thereby occafioned; all which the aforementioned Sum or Sums of
Money fhall be recovered by ‘Way of A&ion in any Court of Record within
thefe Itlands, wherein no Efloign, Prote¢ion, or Wager of Law fhall be

allowed.
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