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An AEE for making an Addition to the Salary of bis Excel-
Iency John Pitt, Efq; Governor of thefe Iflands.
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An AEF fov extirpating all free Negroes, Indians, Mulat-
toes, fuch as bave been Slaves (and freed or to be freed)
Jo as they do not remain n thefe Iflands above the Space
of Six Months aftev [uch Freedom, ov mno longer Time
bere than the [aid Space of Stz Months after the Publz-
cation bereof for thofe already freed.

Anr AEE to prevent any Pev[on or Perfons whatfocver in thefe
Ilands from baving or keeping any Drudge ov Drudges,
or other Inflrument, to drag up Oyfters and Mufcles, and
to prevent bawling or draging up the [ame.
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An AL for vaifing a Sum of Money for Payment of the
Publick Debts of thefe Iflands.
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An AEE for the furtZer and better vegulating Negvoes and
other Slaves, and for the move effeétual and [peedy Way
of profecuting them in criminal Caufes.

WHEREAS, notwithftanding feveral good and wholefome Laws for
regulating Negroes and other Slaves have been enaéted, yet frequent
Complaints are made by the Inhabitants of thefe Iflands, of their Infolency
and daily ‘Theft, by breaking Houfes, and thence ftealing Money, Plate, and

divers other Things, which we conceive is chiefly occafioned by the grea; Li-
- T erty
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berty given to many of them by their Mafters and Owners to buv for them-

felves, and wear fine Clothes, or other Ornaments, which cannot be procured

by the faid Slaves without ftealing whereby to purchafe the fame; for Preven-

tion of which Evil for the future, We, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal

Subjects, the Aflembly of thefe your Majefty’s Bermuda or Summer Hflands in
America, do moft humbly befeech your Majefty, That it may be enaéted, and

be it enacted by your Majefty’s Lieutenant Governor, Council, and Affembly,

and it is hereby enacted and ordained by Authority of the fame, That from, ., =
and after Publication hereof, all Mafters or other Owners or Pofleflors of any cothe thei
Slave or Slaves in thefe Iflands fhall find for them fufficient Food and Clothing’; S3ves Haenot
and that no Mafter or other Owner or Pofleflor of any Slave or Slaves in thefe to wear, Silk,
Ilands (his Excellency the Governor for the Time being only excepted) do or "~
fhall, upon any Pretence whatfoever, give Liberty, or {uffer any of them to

wear any Silk, Lace, Ribbons, Rings, Bracelets, Buckles, nor any Sticks, Whips,

or Clubs (except them that are decrepid or lame, who are allowed a Stick, &e.

for their fupport) nor other Ornaments.

NEerTHEeR fhall allow any of them Liberty to raife any Sort of Stock or ot fuffer them
Poultry, or plant Provifion or other Thing, or make any Sort of Cloth to Sort of Stock,
his or their own Ufe and Ufes, or upon parts; and if any Perfon fhall prefume &
fotodo, the Owner or Pofleflor of any fuch Slave, fuffered to offend as aforefaid,
fhall forfeit and pay for every fuch Offence the Sum of Five Shillings Current
Money ; one Half to the Church-Wardens for the Ufe of the Tribe or Parifh,
where the Offence fhall be committed ; and the other Half to the Informer, or
him that will fue for the fame ; and the Negro, or other Slave, to be whipt at the
Juftice’s Difcretion. '

-A N D whereas it is a common Practice amongft Negroes and other Slaves in
thefe Iflands to fend or carry abroad to other Places beyond Sea Adventures of
Brafs, Pewter, Platt, Bongraces, Caps, &¢c. which cannot be procured by the
faid Slaves without ftealing; to prevent which for the future, 1t is hereby fur-
ther enaéted, That if any Adventures, of any kind whatfoever, be made as Adventures
aforefaid, and fhipt and carried on board any Veflel by any Slave whatfoever be- voars a Vefel
longing to thefe Iflands, it is hereby declared lawful for any Mafter or Owner 7 Ne8foch, |
of any Vefiel belonging or failing from hence, and having fuch Adventures on
board their Veffel, to take and feize the fame for their own Ufe,

AN D it is further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Conftable or Penalty onCon:
Conftables of each refpeétive Tribe or Parifh do caufe a fufficient Watch to 'i:g’ig'}:;%i,‘,"
walz throughout each Tribe or Parifh in the Night, at leaft twice in every Negtoes Cab.
Week, and infpect all Negroes Cabbins, and other fufpicious Places, exa- week
miring at that Time what Slaves are abroad, under the Penalty of Two Shil-
lings and Eight Pence for every Neglect; to be recovered, and to be to the
Ufe aforefaid : Which Account of the Slaves being abroad, fhall be given to
the Owner or Owners of fuch Slave or Slaves the next Day, or as foon as con-
veniently may be, by the Conftable or Mafter of the Watch, in Order to
punifth them fo being abfent, without Liberty given them by their Mafter or
Owners, under the Penalty of T'wo Shillings and Eight Pence for every Default
in either of them.

Anp if any Slave be found abfent upon fuch Infpection, without Leave as Negro abfent.
aforefaid, they fhall for every fuch Offence be fufficiently whipt by the Ma- ::?ii,f‘;{,';ff_‘efm.e
fter or Owner thereof, in View of the Mafter of the Watch or Conftable 5 of his Matter,
ard in cafe fuch Owner or Pofleflor of fuch Slave or Slaves, as aforefaid, fhall pe
refufe forthwith to punifh fuch offending Slave or Slaves, or caufe the fame to
be punithed in Manner aforefaid ; that then fuach Mafter of the Watch, or Con-
ftuble, fhall make Complaint to the Juftice of the Tribe or Parith of the
fane, who is hereby impowered and directed to order the faid Punitbment
tc be inflited upon fuch offending Slave or Slaves by the Conftable of
the faid Tribe or Parith, the Mafter, Owner, or Pofleflor of ;he51ii.id

ve
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Slave or Slaves fatisfying and paying the Conftable as the Juftices fhall think
reafonable.

penalty onJu- - AN D if any Juftice of the Peace in thefe Iflands {hall or do any ways neg-

his Dot Ele@, refufe, or connive at the due Profecution of this A&, according to the
true Intent and Meaning of the fame, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Five
Pounds Current Money for every fuch Offence, to be recovered and put to the
Ufe aforefaid ; and that all the Penalties in this A&t fhall be recovered as in A-
&tions of Debt not exceeding Forty Shillings.

A N p whereas many heinous and grievous Crimes, as that fecret and barba-
rous Way of murdering by Poifon, and other Murders, Burglaries, robbing on
the Highways, Thefts, Rapes, burning of Houfes, &c. may be many times
committed by Negroes and other Slaves, and many times attempted to be com-
mitted, in which, though by divers Accidents, have been prevented; and al-
fo do many times fteal, wilfully kill, maim, and deftroy Horfes, Mares, Geld-
ings, Cattle, Sheep, or other Thing of the like nature, &¢. and of the Va-
lue of Twelve Pence Sterling or above ; and many times by attempting to fteal
from the Inhabitants of thefe Iflands Stock and other Goods beforementioned,
of above or under the Value aforefaid, do put the Inhabitants, or fome of
their Families, in Terror, Dread, and Jeopardy of their Lives; which Offend-
ers, for Danger, or Fear of Efcape, are not long to be in Prifon, and being
brutith Slaves, deferve not (for the Bafenefs of their Condition) to be tried by |
the legal Trial of Twelve Men (which neither truly can be rightly done as
the Subjects of England are) nor is Execution to be delayed towards them in
cafe of fuch horrid Crimes committed ; It is therefore enacted and ordained by

How Negroes the Authority aforefaid, That when, and as often as any fuch Crime as afore-
5‘2&3‘,2';,?{,, faid fhall be committed, or attempted to be committed, by any Negro, Slave,
of Murder,&¢. or Slaves, and the faid Criminals apprehended, and brought before any of his
Majefty’s Juflices of the Peace in thefe Iflands, and the Juftice, before whom
fuch Criminals are brought, fhall take Security for their forth coming, or
fend them to Prifon, and with all convenient Speed fhall join with him Two
next Juftices, whereof one fhall be of the Quorum; and thefe Juftices fhall,
by their Warrant or Precept, call to their Affiftance Four able and good Free-
holders, to be nominated and chofen at the Difcretion of the faid Juftices; and
. thefe Seven Perfons, to wit, the Three Juftices and Four Freeholders as afore-
faid, fhall hear and examine all Evidences, Proofs, and Teftimonies, or by
plain Circumftances, fuch as the faid Juftices and Freeholders, or the major
Part of them, fhall or may think fufficient and reafonable Proof to convict
fuch Negro or other Slave, in order to punifh them either with Death, or
otherwife, according to the Nature of their Crime, and as the faid Jufiices
and Freeholders fhall think fit (the faid Freeholders being firft {worn before
the Three Juftices) who are hereby impowered to adminifter the fame, and
forthwith by their Warrant caufe Execution to be done upon fuch Negro or
Negro Slaves, by fome Negro to be prefled for that Purpofe by fome Contitable,
to be appointed by Warrant from the faid Juftices.
Any Frechald. A ND it is further ena@ed, That if any of the Frecholders aforefaid fhall
o gggl:f:ilfpsm makq default to appear upon fuch Summons before the Juftices as is before-
a summons, Imentioned, or appearing, fhall refufe to join in fitting with them as is above
Tall forteic 5 1. appointed, and do thew no fufficient Caufe for fuch Default, to be approved of
by the faid Juftices; that then the aforefaid Juftices fhall, and are hereby cb-
liged to impofe a Fine of Five Pounds on fuch Refufer, which Fhne
or Forfeiture thall be immediately levied by the faid Juftices Warrant, dire¢ed
to the next or neareft Conftable, or what Conftable they fhall think fit, to e~
vy the fame as aforefaid (upon Refufal of Payment) on’their Goods and Chat-
tels; to be one Half towards defraying the publick Charges of thefe Iflands,
and the other Half to him or them that will fue for the fame; to be recovered
as aforefaid, ' ' ' o C
Be
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B it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Juftice orJuttice delay-
Juftices of the Peace whatfoever fhall refufe, delay, or negle@ meeting toge- 4 Freenolders,
ther in Form as aforefaid, or fhall delay convening together Four Frqeholdersb . 4 rfeies 51,
as aforefaid, fuch Juftice or Juftices fo neglecting his or their Duty, fhall for-

‘feit and pay the Sum of Five Pounds Current Money ; to be recovered, and
to be to the Ufe aforefaid. .

B it further enacted, That when and as often as the faid Juftices and By whom Sa.
Freeholders fhall hear, determine, and condemn any Negro (by them found b e o
guilty) to Death, that the faid Juftices and Frecholders fhall and may put a:‘u%‘l‘x‘fc‘(’ﬁ
Value upon fuch Negro or other Slave (not having any Refpect to the Slave’s demned to die.
Convi&ion) which Value by them fo fet fhall be paid to the Mafter or Owner
out of the publick Money of thefe Iflands, where the fame can be beft fpared,
within Six Months after the Execution of fuch Negro or other Slave.

Anp alfo for each and every Day the faid Juftices and Frecholders fhall Alowance o
have Cognizance, hearing or determininig of any Criminal Matters what{oever, be male T
purfiuant to the faid A&, they fhall be allowed out of the publick Treafury ofholdersfor.
thefe Iflands the Sum of Forty Shillings for their Entertainment. e )

Be it alfo enated, for the more Eafe, and to prevent Charges of the Go- Perfons ap
vernment in the prefent Exigency, That the Negroes now imprifoned and in %Or‘:;:%fo»:éh ¢
Cuftody for poifoning, or Sufpicion of poifoning, be with all convenient8&w0cs
Speed tried by Virtue of this A&; and that the Perfons hereafter named, or
the Majority of them, be hercby obliged to try, hear, and determine the

fame, under the Penalties before in this A&t mentioned.

Of the JUSTICES;
Edward Tfones, Efq; of the Quorum.
Thomas Smith, and Fobn Harvey, Efgrs; Juftices.

Of the FREEHOLDERS;
Nathaiiel Bafcome, and Epbraim Gilbert, Efqrs;
Capt. Henry Corbufier, and Capt. Facob Fobnfon.

Axp that all Charges whatfoever, accruing by any Manner of Trials or and the Chatge
Hearings purfuant to this A&, be taxed by the faid Juftices and Frecholders 3 20 be'pasd out
and that the fame be paid out of the publick Treafury of thefe Iflands, orgf fhe Poblick
by the Owner or Pofleflor of fuch Slave or Slaves, as the faid Juftices and
Freeholders in their Difcretion fhall think fit to order.

AN p laftly, to the Intent this A&, and every Claufe and Branch thereof
may receive full Execution, and no Perfon plead Ignorance therein, it is enac-
ted and ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That this A& be read and publifh- How often this
ed in thefe Iflands in the Parith Churches on the Lord’s Day where the Sermon Al el
or other Divine Service fhail happen, the firft Sunzday in Oéfober, and the firft Parifh Church.
Sunday in Aprilin every Year enfuing; and that this A& fhall be, and remain
in full force for and during the Term of Three Years, and from thence to the

next Seffions of Aflembly.

E An



Bermuda Islands. Acts of Assembly, made and enacted in

the Bermuda or Summer Islands, continued to 1736.

Printed by John Baskett, Printer to the King's most

Excellent Majesty, MDCCXXXVII. [1737]. Eighteenth

Century Collections Online,
link.gale.com/apps/doc/CW0124397760/ECCO?u=fred46430&sid
Accessed 20 Apr. 2024.



