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Henry Tucker. 

Preamble. 
Na slave under 
forty years of a*;fi 
simll be einunc’i- 
j)alcd, e-veept uj)ou 
condition Unit he 
leave those Islands 
within three 
months. 
Such emancipated 
slave, if found 
within the^c 
Islands after the 
expiration of the 
said U-rm, shall be 
cominilted to 
prison, u!'d 
be transpoilud by 
the public trea- 
surer. 
I’rovito. 
A further allow- 
ance of two months 
to be given to such 
emancipated slave, 
m certain cases; 
but if again loniid, 
he shall be com- 
mitted and trans- 
ported, as herein 
before directed. 

If such slave shall 
reiiirn to these 
Islands, he shall be 
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ACT to repeal m Act, intituled, “ An Aat for the .security of the Sutyect, 
to prevent the forfeiture of life and estate upon kill^Uga J^egro or other 

, Slave.” [17th July 1789.] 

WHEREAS, although no instance can be adduce4 of any persons having claimed 
the benefit of the said Act, intituled, “ An Act for the security of-the subject, to pre- 
vent the forfeiture of life and estate upon hilling la, negro ox othex elave,” and the 
same is generally considexed as obsolete, yet It fe right to place a question of such B 
nature beyond the possibility of A .doubt, >wc .therefore, your Majesty’s moat dutifol 
And loyal subjects, the general assembly of .these your Majesty’s Bermuda -or Somers 
Islands in America, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that it.may he enacted 
and be it enacted by your Majesty’s govornoi-., .council .and assembly, and it is hereby 
enacted and ordained by the authority of-the same, tliatith.e s.aid Act, intituled, “.an 
Act for the security of the subject, to prevent the forfeiture of life and .estate upon 
killing a negro or other slave,” be repealed, and the samp is hereby declared to be 
repealed, and that this Act be not in force until his Majesty’s pleasure bp ‘had 
thereon, and made known in these Islands. 

Voted and unanimously passed the Asscinbl}^ this si.\lccnth day of July one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, and ordered .to be laid before the 
council for concuiTence. /ames Tucker (Spciiker.) 

Concurred to by the Council, this seventeenth .day .of July one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-nine. . John Harv^ (President.) 

Assented to this seventeenth day of July one -thousand seven hundred and eiglity- 
ninc. * Ileniy Hamilton. 

"     .1.,,       I,..,      

AN ACT to regulate tiie emancipation of Slaves, and to disable Free Ncgroe.s 
and persons of Colour from being seised of real Estate. [9th August 1 SoG.’j 

MHJEllEAS the rapid increase of the number of free negroes and free persons of 
colour, is a great and growing evil to this community, and to prevent the same, it is 
deemed expedient to regulate the emancipation of slaves, we therefore, your Ma- 
jesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, .the general assembly of these your Majesty’s 
Bermuda or Somers Islands in America, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that 
it may be enacted, and bo it enacted by your Majesty’s president and commander in 
chief, council and assembly, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority 
of the same, That during the continuance of this Act, no slave owner shall emanci- 
pate a slave of forty years of age or under, except upon condition of such slaves 
leaving these Islands within three moiilhs from the date of his emancipation. 

And he it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if the said emancipated slave 
shall be found within these Islands after the expiration of three months from the date 
of his emancipation (not having left the Island,) any magistrate, upon receiving infor- 
mation and being satisfied of lhefact, shall commit the said emancipated slave to 
prison, who shall be, as soon as a proper opportunity ofi’ers, transported by the 
public treasurer from off these Islands ; always provided, in the ease of an emanci- 
pated slave’s not having left the Island, and being found therein after three months 
irom the date of his emancipation, it shall be competent to him to shew to any magis-^ 
Irate, before whom he may be called, his inability to procure a conveyance from these 
Islands, or other sufficient cause of his continuance therein; and the said magistrate, 
upon being satisfied of the truth and sulficicncy of the plea alledged, shall, under his 
hand and seal, give the said emancipated slave a farther allowance of two months 
from the day of the examination, for the purpose of leaving the Island; hut if, at the 
expiration of the said period of two months, the said emancipated slave bo again 
found in tiic Island, he shall be committed to prison, in the manner before provided, 
and shipped off by the treasurer aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That as often as the said slave, 
or any other slave, to be shipped off in manner hereinafter mentioned, shall return 
into Lliesc Islands, he shall be taken up and transported by the public treasurer, and 

sold 
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sold in behalf <rfthe public to tlie best advantage; .aiid the net proceeds to be remitted 
to the said treasurer, after deducting his commission of ten per cent, shdll be to his 
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards supplyiiig the deficiency of the 
fund estaiblished by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for raising a public revenue for the 
support of the government of these his Majesty’s Islands.” 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if the slave, so eman- 
cipated, shall be above the age of forty years, then the owner shall, at the time of 
the emancipation of the said slave, deposit with the public treasurer the sum of 
fifty pounds current money; there to be and remain as a fund to indemnify the 
public, or tiny parish in these Islands, for any charges which may be thereafter 
incurred on account of emancipated slaves. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after tlie 
passing of this Act, any negro or person of colour, being ‘Or pretending to be free, 
shall be liable to be called before any magistrate of these Islands; and upon its 
appearing that the requisites of this Act, in the emancipation of the said negro or 
person of colour, had not been complied with, the said negro or person of colour 
shall be committed to prison, for the period of one month, and^ forthwith adver- 
tised by the said magistrate in the Bermuda Gazette, four successive wcehs; and if 
at the end of that time, he or she shall not bo claimed by^ any person as his or 
lier slave, the said negro or person of colour shall be, ih manner hereinbefore 
mentioned, shipped off by the ti’easurer aforesaid, the expenses attending the exa- 
mination, committing to prison and advertising the said negro or person of colour, 
to be defrayed by the public; and if withiii the said period of one month, the said 
negro or person of colour shall be claimed as a slave by any person,- the said 
owner (satisfactorily proving his or her title to the said slave) shall be obliged to 
discharge all the said expenses, which shall have been incurred by the examination, 
comniitiing to prison, and advertising the said' negro or person of colour : Always 
provided, that no part of this clause shall in any manner aftect or extend to any 
negro or person of colour, who shall, upon examination, satisfactorily prove his 
or lier title to freedom before the passing of this Act. 

And whereas it is deemed highly injurious to this community and inconsistent 
with the laws now in being, that free negroes and persons of colour should be 
seised of real estate, be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, I'lnit from 
and after the passing of this Act, no free negro or person of colour shall be capable 
-of acquiring or of being -seised of any real estate whatever, cither by descent or 
purchase, or by any incde of conveyance whatever, whether in trust for them, or 
any or either of them, or any how otherwise, but that all liouscs, lands, and other 
real estate, to which any free negro or person of colour shall, after the passing of 
this Act, claim title as the owner of the fee thereof, or as the beneficial owner 
wlicrc the fee is -in a trustee, shall be forfeited and recoverable in the courts of 
king’s bench and common pleas of these Islands, in an action of ejectment by 
the public treasurer for the time being ; which action the said public treasurer is 
hereby aiuhorized and required to bring in every such case; and upon judgment 
being given in favour of the -said public treasurer, and execution thereof made, the 
said veal property so recovered shall be sold by the said treasurer, and the net 
proceeds thereof, after deducting his commission of five per cent, shall be to his 
]\Iajc.sty his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying the deficiency of 
the fund established by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for raising a public revenue 
for the support of the government of these hi-s Majesty’s Islands Always |',vo- 
vided, that this clause shall be confined to cases of real property acquired aik-r the 
passing of this Act, .and that the same do not in any manner exlentl to or affect the: 
real propei’ty -of the present possessors, or of such free negroes or ])crsons of cohuir 
as shall givxi satisfactory proof of having legally acquired tlic fee of the said pro- 

standing the passing of this Act. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no house land or 
icncmcnt shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be leased to any free 

2 26. negro 

taken up, trans^ 
ported, and-sold in 
behalf of the 
public. 
Application of the 
net proceeds of suck 
sale. 
If the slave to‘be 
emancipated exceed 
forty years of age, 
the owner shall 
pay £.50 into the 
j)ublic treasury. 
For what uses to be 
reserved. 
In what manner 
any negro, &c. 
pretemling'to be 
free, shall be pro- 
ceeded against, if ifc 
shall appear that 
the requisites of 
this Act, in the 
emancipation of 
such negro, ike. 
have not been 
complied with. 

If any negro, Arc. 
so pretending to he 
free, shall be claim • 
ed as a slave, the 
owner shall be 
obliged to defray 
all the expenses 
which shall iiave 
been incurred. 
Proviso. 

No free negro, or 
person of colour, 
shall be capable of 
acquiring or being 
seised of any real 
oslalo whatever, 
after the passing of 
this Act, 
All such real esUte 
sliall 1)0 forleilcd 
and sold. 

Tile net prorecds of 
such sales granted 
to his Alajesty. 

This clause shall 
not cxtoml to aiiv 
mil properly legally 
aequlreil Ix-fori- tlie 
passing of this .\i t. 

TherreilUorsof any 
free in-yroes, ,Vc. 
shall ijol lie prcjii- 
diceil by any for- 
fcituic to iUtse 
under this Act. 

No house, Arc. shall 
be leased to any 
free negro, &c. for 
a longer term than 
seven vears. 
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BEUMUDA. negro or person of colour, for any longer term than seven years, and that any leas* 
 r——-XX—^^ for any longer term shall be uttterly void; always provided, that no lease what- 

ever shall be considered valid, unless the same shall be recorded in the secretary’s 
office within’ three montlis from the date of such lease, and tlie true date of such 
recording be registered or indorsed upon such lease. 

Appropriation. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all monies arising by 
virtue of this Act, whether by fine forfeiture or otherwise, not hereja-before' parti- 
cularly appropriated, be to his Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards 
supplying the deficiency of the fund established by an Act, intituled, An Act for 
raising a public revenue for the support of the governnjent of these his Majesty’s 
Islands.” 

This Act shall be 
in force for seven 
.years after his 
INIajesty’s assent 
shall have been had 
thereto, and made 
known in these 
Islands. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act be and 
continue in force for and during the space of seven year^, from and after the time 
that his Majesty’s assent shall be had thereto and made known in these Islands, and 
tlien to determine and expire. 

Passed the Assembly, this seventh day of August one thousand eight hundred and 
six, and ordered to be laid before the Legislative Council for concurrence. 

By order of the House, James TuckeVy (Speaker.) 

Concurred to by the Legislative Council, this eighth day of August one thousand 
eight hundred and six. Trott, (President.) 

Assented to this ninth day of August one thousand eight hundred and six. 
Henry Tucker. 

DOMINICA. 

AN ACT to revive and make perpetual an Act of this Island, intituled, 
“ An Act for the encouragement, protection and better government of 
Slaves.” [i 5th March 1793.] 

Preamble. \y H LR-B AS an Act of the Legislature of this Island, intituled, An Act for 
the encouragement, protection and better government of Slaves,” is expired, 
and having been found highly beneficial to the colony, it is necessary and expedient 
to revive and to make perpetual the same, we your Majesty's dutiful loyal and 
obedient subjects, the governor council and assembly of this your Majesty’s Island 
of Dominica, humbly pray your most excellent Majesty, that it may be enacted and 
ordained ; and be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, 
I'liat the said Act, intituled “ An Act for the encouragement, protection and better 
government of Slaves,” be and the same is hereby revived and made perpetual. 

Passed the House of Assembly, this fifteenth day of March one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three. 

F. COLLINS, Clerk of the House of Assembly. 

Passed the Council in the Council Chamber, this fifteenth day of March one thou- 
sand seven hundred and ninety-three. GriJJm Cm'tis, Clerk of the Council. 

Assented to this fifteenth day of March one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three, and in the thirty-third year of his Majesty’s reign. 

James (jZl') 

Dominica, duly published in the town of Roseau, this fifteenth day of March one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. James Labig, Provost Marshal. 
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