AN ACT to regulate the emancipation of Slaves, and to disable Free Negroes
and persons of Colour from being seised of rcal Istate. [gth August 1 §0G. ]

WHEREAS the rapid increase of the number of free negroes and free persons of
colour, is a great and growiny evil to this community, and to prevent the same, it is
Preamble. decmcd cxpedlcnt 10 rwulutc the cmancipation of slaves, we therefore, your Ma-
Naslaveunder  josty’s most dutiful and lo\'al subjects, the general assembly of these your Majesty’s
forty years ol age Bu‘mudu or Somers Islands in America, do most humbly beseech your Majesty, that
shall be emeners may be eoacted, and be it enacted by your Majesty’s president and commander in
puted, except upon

chief, council and as:embly, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authonty

condition that he
leave these Islands Of thc same, That during the continuance of this Act, no slave owncr shall cmanci-

Henry Tucker.

\\'ithiln three pate a slave of forty ycars of age or under, except upon condition of such slaves
’q"‘";‘ e ol Jeaving these Islands within thr ce months from the date of his emancipation.

auch emancipate

slave, if found And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thut if the said cimancipatedslave
within these shall be found within these Islands after the expiration of three mouths from the date

zi'p‘l‘l"l‘m:‘l“(:t‘{’l‘l‘b of his cmancipation (not having left the Island,) any magistrate, upon receiving infor-
smd term, shall be 1ation and being satisfied of ‘the fact, shall conmit the said cnmnupatcd slave to
committed to prison, who shall’ be, as soon as a proper opportunity offers, transported by the
prison, urd | public treasurer from oft these Islands ; always provided, in the case of an emanci-
i’;b“p‘l:’bsl‘l’g‘t‘l‘:‘_by pated slave’s not having left the Island, and being found therein after three montbs
curer. from the date of his cnmncmfmon it shall be com')ctcnt to himn to shew to any magis-
Provizo. trate, before whom he may be called, his inability to procure a conveyance from these
A ““”!WL' f“iﬂ“"“ Islands, or other sufticient causc of his continuance therein; and the said magistrate,
to be siven to such Upon being satisficd of the truth and sufficiency of the plea allellned shall, under  his
emancipated slave, hand and scal, give the said em'mupwtcd slave a farther allow ancc of two months
m certain cases s - frow the day of the cxamination, for the purpose of leaving the Island; but if; at the
i;‘c‘tsifﬂ‘l&?)‘t"c’;’l‘:'d’ expiration of the said period of two months, the said cmancipated slave be again
mitted and trans-  found in the Tsland, he shall be committed to prison, in the manuey before provided,
ported, as herein  and shipped off’ by Lhc treasurer aforesaid.

before directed.
ore G And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That as often as the said slave,

If such slave shall
returh to these or any other slave, to be shipped off in manner hcmxmltex mentioned, shall return

Islands, he shall be into thesc Islands, he shall be taken up and transported by the public treasurer, and
sold
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THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. )
sold in behalf of the public to-the best advantage ; and the net proceeds to be remitted
to the said treasurer, after deducting his commission of ten per cent. shall be to his
Majesty, his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying ‘the deficiency -of the
fund established by an Act, intituled, “ An Act for raising a public revenue for the
support of the government of these his Majesty’s Islands.”

And be it ffqrthér enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if ithe slave, so -eman-
cipated, shall be above the age of forty years, then the owner shall, at the time-of
the emancipation of the said slave, deposit with the public treasurer the sum -of
fitty pounds current money; ther¢ to be and remain as a fund to indemnify the
public, or any parish in these Tslands, for any -charges which may be thereafter
incurred on account of emancipated slaves.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and ‘fter ithe
assing of this Act, any negro or person of colour, being or_pretending to be free,
shall be liable to be called before nny magistrate of these Islands; and upea its
appearing that the requisites of this Act, in the emancipation of the said negro or
person of colour, had not been complied with, the said negro or person of colour
shall be committed to prison, for the period of onc month, and forthwith adver-
tised by the said magistrate in the Bermuda Gazette, four successive weeks ; and if
atthe end of that time, he or she shall not be claimed by any person as his or
her slave, the said negro or person of colour shall be, it manuer hereinbefore
mentioned, shipped off by the treasurer aforesaid, the expenses attending the exa-
mination, committing to prison and advertising the said negro or person of colour,
to be defrayed by the public; and if within the said period of one month, the said
negro or person of colour shall be claimed as a slave by any person,. the said
owner (satisfactorily proving his or her title to the said slave) shall be coliged to
discharge all the said expenses, which shall have been incurred by the examination,
committing to prison, and advertising the said’ negro or person of colour : Always
provided, that no part of this clause shall in any mauner aftect or extend to any
negro or person of colour, who shall, upon examination, satisfactorily prove his
or her title to freedom before the passing of this Act.

And whereas it is decmed highly injurious to this community and inconsistent
with the laws now in being, that frec negroes and persons of colour should be
scised of real estate, be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from
and after the passing of this Act, no free negro or person of colour shall be capable
of acquiring or of T)eing seised of any real estate whatever, cither by descent “or
purchase, or by any mede of conveyance whatever, whether in trust for thew, or
any or cither of them, or any how otherwise, but that all houscs, lands, and other
real estate, to which any free negro or person of colour shall, after the passing of
this Act, claim title as the owner of the fee thereof, or as the beneficial owner
where the fee isin a trustee, shall be forfeited and recoverable in the courts of
king's Leneh and common pleas of these Islands, in an action of cjectment by
the public treasurer for the time being ; which action the said public trcasurer is
hereby authorized and required to bring in cvery such case; and upon judgment
being given in favour of the said public treasuver, and cxecution thercof made, the
said real property so recovered shall be sold by the said treasurer, and the net
proceeds thereof, after deducting his commission of five per cent. shall be to his
Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards supplying the deficiency of
the fund established by an Act, intituled, * An Act for vaising a public revenue
for the support of the government of these his Majesty’s Islands i Always jvo-
vided, that this clause shall be confined to cases of real property aequired after the
passing of this Act, and that the same do not i any manner extend to or aflect the
real property of the present possessors, or of such fiee negroes or persons of colour
as shall give satisfactory proof of having legally acquired the fee of the said pro-
perty previously to the passing of this Act: Provided also, thit the claims of
creditors of any frec negroes or persons of colour, be not in any manner aflected or
prejudiced by this Act, or by any forfeiturc to arise under it: but that whatever
remedies such creditors might by law have had before the passing thercof against any
veal property, which may be the subject of forfeiture under this Act, or the posses:ors
thereof, they shall in the fullest manner have against such real property notwith-
standing the passing of this Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no house land or
tenement shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be leased to any free
220, negro
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taken up, trans-
ported, and -sold in
behalt of the
public,

Application of the
net proceeds of such
sale, .

If the slave to'be
emancipated exceed
forty years of age,
the ewner shall
pay £.50 into the
public treasury.
Ior what uses to be
reserved.

In what manner
any negro, &c.
pretending'to be
free, shall be pro-
ceeded against, if it
shall appear that
the requisites of
this Act, in the
emaacipation of
such negro, &e.
have not been
complied with.

If any negro, d&e.
so pretending to be
free, shall be claim -
ed as a slave, the
owner shall be
obliged to defray
all the expenses
which shall have
been incurred.
Proviso.

No free negro, or
person of colour,
shall be capable of
acquiring or being
scised of any real
estate whatever,
after the passing of
this Act.

All such real estate
shall be forleited
and sold.

The net praceeds of
such sales pranted
to his Majesty.

"This elavse shall
not extend to any
real property leeally
acquired before the
passing of this Adt.

The ereditors of 2y
free nearoes, Ko,
shall not be prejn-
diced by any tor-
feitme to are
under this Act,

No house, &ec. shull
be leased to any
free negro, &c, for
a longer term than
seven years.



RERMUDA.

Appropriation.

This Act shall be
in force for seven
yeurs after his
Majesty’s assent
shall have been ha
thereto, and made
known in these
Islands,
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negro or person of colour, for any longer term than seven years, and that any lease
for any longer term shall be uttterly void; always provided, that no lease what-
ever shall be considered valid, unless the same shall be recorded in the secretary’s
office within' three months from the date of such lease, and the true date of such
recording be registered or indorsed upon such lease,

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all monies arising by
virtue of this Act, whether by fine forfeiture or otherwise, not herein-before parti-
cularly appropriated, be to his Majesty his heirs and successors, for and towards
supplying the deficiency of the fund established by an Act, intituled, -“ An Act for
raising a public revenue for the support of the government of these his Majesty’s
Islands.”

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act be and
continue in force for and during the space of seven years, from and after the time
that his Majesty’s assent shall be had thereto and made known in these Islands, and

4 then to detcrmine and expire,

Passed the Assembly, this seventh day of August one thousand eight hundred and
six, and ordered to be laid before the Legislative Council for concurrence.

By order of the House, James Tucker, (Speaker.)

Concurred to by the Legislative Council, this eighth day of August one thousand
cight hundred and six. Sam! Trott, (President.)

Assented to this ninth day of August one thousand cight hundred and six.
Henry Tucker,




