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A (Tented to by his Honour the Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief, this 

Twentieth Day of Auguft, in the Year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-three, and in the Thirteenth Year of His Majefty’s Reign. 

WILLIAM STUART. 

By his Honour’s Command, 
DAVID POLSON. 

Duly publiflied in the Town of Rofcau, this 13d Day of Auguft, 1773. 
AUG. GOUJON, D. P. M. 

Recorded and examined this 23d Day of Auguft, 1773. 

An Aft in Aid of an Aft, intituled, “ An Aft for the Jup-preffing of Runaways, for 
<c the better Government of Slaves, &c” commonly called The Slave Aft, atid t9 
alter and to amend the fame ; and further to provide a Fund for defraying the Ex- 
pence neceffary for the Encouragement of a Party of Rangers employed for the Pur- 
pofe of fupprcffing fucb Runaway Slaves ; and to oblige the Inhabitants of this 
IJland to make true Returns, from Time to Time, of all their Slaves run away, as 
alfo for the Tranfportation of fucb Runaway Slaves as may be taken or furrendert 

who may appear dangerous to the Community, 

PREAMBLE. WHEREAS a certain Aft of this Ifland, intituled, " An Aft for fupprefling Runaway 
“ Slaves, and for the better Government of Slaves, &c.” commonly called The Slave Aft, hath 
by Experience been found inadequate to effeft the Purpofes thereby intended: And whereas 
fince the palling of the faid Aft the Gangs ©f Runaway Negroes and Slaves have greatly 
increafed in Numbers and Audacity, and have of late been guilty of divers Robberies, Mur- 
ders, and other atrocious Crimes, infomuch that it is become abfolutely neceffary to take 
the moft vigorous Steps to fupprefs them effeftually : And whereas Mr. La Font Beaur- 
ruffeau, of this Iftand, Planter, hath entered into an Agreement with the Council and Affem- 
bly thereof to colleft a fufficient Number of Perfons, who, under his Direftion and Com- 
mand, are to aft as a Company of Rangers, in order to effeft the total Suppreffion of Run- 
away Slaves : In confequence whereof it is become neceffary to pafs a Law to raife a Fund 
fufficient to defray the Expence of fuch an Undertaking, and to oblige the Inhabitants, 
when required, to give in exaft Returns of their Slaves, and of fuch of them as are or fhall 
hereafter become Runaways, as alfo to alter and amend the hereinbefore-recited Aft, fo far 
as refpefts the prefent Undertaking : 

CLAUSE I. Be it, and it is therefore hereby Enafted and Ordained by the Governor, the Council, 
and the Affembly of this Ifland, and by the Authority of the fame, that from and after the 
Day of the Date of the Publication of this Aft, every Proprietor of a Runaway Slave taken by 
the faid Party of Rangers (hall pay into the public Treafury of this Ifland, as follows, that is 
to fay, for every Man and Woman Slave, Three Pounds Six Shillings, and for every Slave 
under the Age of Ten Years, One Pound Thirteen Shillings Current Money; and that 
where the Proprietor, or fome other Perfon for the Proprietor, (hall not appear to claim any 
Foreign Slave or Slaves not owned or belonging to this Ifland, fo taken as aforefaid, and to 
prove the fuppofed Proprietor’s Title to and Property in fuch Slave, within Thirty Days 
after a Defcription of fuch Slave fhall have been Three Times inferred in the Public Gazette 
printed at Saint Pierre’s, Martinique and Baffe-terre Guadeloupe, then and in fuch Cafe fuch 
Slave (hall be deemed forfeited, and Ihall be fold by the Provoft Marfhal, for the Benefit 
and Ufes of the Colony-, and every Proprietor of a Runaway Slave (hall be obliged and is 
hereby required, within Thirty Days after any fuch Slave hath furrendered, to make a Return 
in Writing, in the Colony Treafury Office of this Ifland, of the Name, Sex, Age, and Time of 
fuch Slave being abfent, under the Penalty of Two Johannes’s for each, in the Cafeof Ne<?- 
left, and the Penalty of Four Johannes’s in the Cafe of Refufalto make fuch Return as afore- 
faid. 

CLAUSE And it is hereby Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe any1 Runaway Slave (hall 
II. be wounded or killed by any of the Party of Rangers, or others than the faid Party, the Pro- 

prietors of fuch Slaves, or of any Slave or Slaves who (hall be executed hereafter under this 
Aft, (hall be entitled to the fame Recompence or Compenfation as they would be entitled 
to claim in the like Cafe under the Aft commonly called The Slave Aft, now in Force. 
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CLAUSE 

III. 

CLAUSE 

IV. 

CLAUSE 

V. 

And it is hereby farther Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid. That the Party of Rangers 
to be employed, or any of them, or any Perfon or Perfons in anywife affifting to take and 
fupprefs Runaway Slaves, fhall not be liable to pay any Lofs or Damage which (hall fall on 
any Proprietor or Renter of a Runaway Slave, or any Slave refilling the Party of Rangers in 
the Execution of this Aft, in cafe any fuch Slaves are wounded or killed. 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the fame Powers and 
Authorities as by the hereinbefore-mentioned Aft, commonly called The Slave Aft, re veiled 
in Parties going out in Purfuit of Runaway Slaves, under the Authority of Magiftrates, is 
hereby given to and veiled in the Party or Parties of Rangers, afting under or by virtue of 
this prefent Aft. 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That in cafe any of the 
Slaves who may or lhall be hired by the Party of Rangers to carry Provifions or other 
Necefiaries, or to ferve as Guides, lhall be killed, wounded, or other wile hurt, being aftually 
employed on that Duty, the Proprietor of fuch Slave lhall receive out of the public Trea- 
fury of this Ifiand, within the Space of Three Months after he fhall have been fo killed or hurt, 
the Amount of the Value of fuch Lofs or Damage which lhall be afccrtained by the Ap- 
praisement (before or after going out) of Two credible Perfons refiding in the Neighbourhood 
of the Parilh, or Plantation, or Town where fuch Slave ufually refided, and who have known 
fuch Slave at or about the Time when he went out in the Employ of the Party of Rangers as 
aforefaid. One of which Appraifers lhall be nominated by the Owner or Renter, or fome Per- 
fon afting for fuch Owner or Renter, and the other by the neared Judice of the Peace ; and 
in cafe the Two Appraifers fo named cannot agree in Opinion with refpeft to the Lofs or Da- 
mage to be valued, they lhall then chufe a Third Perfon, whofe Determination (hall be final 
with refpeft to the Amount in Value of the aftual Damage fuffered, which Appraifement 
and Arbitration (as the Cafe may be) lhall be made in Writing, and be figned by the Ap- 
praifers and Arbitrators, or Umpire, and lhall be delivered to the Owner, Renter, or Perfon 
afting for fuch Owner or Renter of the Slave injured. 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That all Rewards and Re- 
compences enafted and ordained to be paid to Perfons apprehending or killing Runaway 
Slaves, lhall ceafe from the Publication of this Aft, and that no Reward or Recompence 
whatever lhall be claimed or paid, during the Continuance of this Aft, for the apprehendino- 
or killing of any Runaway Slave, other than the Rewards or Recompences contained herein', 
any Thing contained in any other Aft of this Illand now in Force to the contrary notwith- 
Handing. 

And whereas it is thought jull and equitable that the Expences attending the Expedition PREAMBLE. 

for the apprehending and lupprelfing of Runaway Slaves Ihould in fome Manner be fuf- 
tained by their Proprietors, who will reap confiderable Benefits from their Slaves Return, by 
being taken or forced to furrendcr, as well as from their being deterred from running away 
in future : And whereas fome of fuch Proprietors, with a View-of faving the Expences to 
be incurred, may omit making exaft Returns of fuch their Runaway Slaves: Therefore be 
it Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Proprietor who on .or after the Date of the 
Publication of this Aft lhall have one or more Slaves furrender to him, or any Perfon aft- 
ing for him, lhall, within Thirty Days after fuch Return or Surrender, give Notice in Writ- 
ing of the Name, Age, Sex, and Defcription, with the Time of being abfenr, of each and 
every fuch Slave fo furrendered or returned, and deliver the fame into the Treafury Office of 
this Illand, under the Penalty of Six Pounds Twelve Shillings for neglefting, for each Slave 
fo neglefted, and Thirteen Pounds Four Shillings Currency for every Slave refufed to be re- 
turned in Manner herein direfted. 

CLAUSE 

VI. 

CLAUSE 

VII. 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That every Proprietor of a 
Slave or Slaves Ihajl, at any Time after the Publication of this Aft, when thereunto fum- 
moned by any Juftice of the Peace, appear before fuch Jullice, and make Oath as to any 
Slave or Slaves run away from him, and to fuch of them as lhall have furrendered, in Man- 
ner as follows : viz. 

f* I A. B. of the Parilh of C. in the Illand of Dominica, do folemnly fwear of the 
“ Holy Evangelills of Almighty God, That on the Day of 
** 1782, I had [or had not any, as the Cafe may be] Slaves abfent or run away 
“ from my Service [or as the Cafe may be] and no more j and the Names, Age, 
“ Sex, Defcription, and Term of Abfence, and alfo thofe of fuch as have returned 
" or furrendered fince the faid Day, are, as nearly as I can afeertain, truly and 
“ faithfully fet forth hereunder: Which Oath I have taken and fubferibed without 
« any Evafion or mental Refervation whatfoever, fo help me God [Slaves Names, 

“ Ages, 

CLAUSE 

VIII. 
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“ Sworn Kfor7™C ^fcriPrion of each> returned or furrenderedl. Sworn before me, &c. D. L. Juftice. (Signed) A. B.’* 

Which Oath (hall be left in the Hands of fuch Tuftice who ^ r .L e 

fortheSpacc cfTr" Daysaftcr they (haf! have Jen theLnto Required in Writing ft'aU 
forfeit the Sum of Six Pounds Twelve Shillings, ind Perfons pefufim, (*,=11 mk- ‘ 
Pounds Four Shillings Currency for each Refufal to takTfuch OaH? t l [ K T.h’C'“" 
fuch Fines to be paid into the public Treafury for the public Ufes of this in/nH^ d'fc£tcd’ 
Juftice of the Peace in this Ifland is hereby required and direfted when and L ‘ “"K TV, 

moned eaeh and every Perfon ref.d.ng in h.s Parilh, being a Proprietor or Renter of One or 

ZH Z fJhajuftLTr,.:nwiFhi„Ce^enJDry: fhe* 1nPP0,ft 1|° tlke 

Office!11' fa,d0ath or°aths fo taken before him to be delivered into the^olony Trelfu^ 

And whereas it appears to be abfolutely neceffary for the future Security of this Colonv 
that Runaway Slaves, who have not been guilty of any other Crimes in Add;,; L ?7’ 
of running away ftiould be tranfported tofome^iftan/coun J.Tas' to b^pu ^s JucL :! 

poffible out of their Power to return again to their Malpraft.ces in this Ifland Be ft there 
fore, and it is hereby Enafted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid Tk , “ ' re- 
way Slave who ftiall be taken, or who (hall furrender at the Time or afterThe Puhlft 
this A<ft, and although the Proprietor (hall have paid into the Treafurv Offiee rk c °f 

hereinbefore direfted to be paid, Jtall be tried by £wo or more Juftte7 of the tace^nd 
be dealt by in Manner as they fhall adjudge under the Powers and Dire^innc ^ •* r . 
contained; that is to fay, that every Slav? having run awIy andnothavir 

than'that" Th"^ DT “ 3 o' °ne Time’ wh° (haH not be found 8uilty of any other Crime than that of having been a Runaway as aforefaid, (hall fuffer fuch Pm™,.,! v n. L e 

fuch Juftices (hall Think adequate to the Crime?everj M'I"slave whoTil nm he r' “A 

fliUa lVtan? °the,r Crime'han that °f havm§ Runaway upward^ of ThiS Days 

E? ^“d„a MS s ,c-rE 
fent Ad, fo much of the faid Aft, commody^alled The^lave Ad Ihall^h/^ ° PrCI 

a ^ d.a.ix ctizstrs s 

Thirty Days, then and in every fuch Cafe fuch Slave, beincr re-taken TJl h, A ^ 
delivered to and remain in Cuftody of the Provoft Marfhal o=r hi. Deputf ti 1 fuch T ^ 
Proprietor or Renter ft.!! tr^fpon hlm off this Ifland t0 fome diftant Counrev k 35 the 

before direfted ; and fuch Proprietor or Renter (hall caufe fuch Slave to be r y 35 

livered, and tranfported at his Exoence and n^li oil c- ^ ilayc to be conveyed, de- 
made payable, and fuch Slave fhaU be*delivered u/a* fInJ.4 anc! ^xPcnces hereinbefore 
he (hall be fo taken or re taken, under^ within Fifteen Days after 
tranfported within Six Months after the Day of his being delivered mThtpro^f^M1 ^ i° 
under the Penalty of Twenty Pounds like Current Money, fuch Fines to 
Proprietor or Renter of fuch Slave ; and in cafe anv Slavr ^ be Pard ^ the 

rendered before the Date of the Publication of this Afl fhall , ^ as rU” a/» and had fur- 
been guilty of Burglary Murder Rn^rl ^ h"Cafter be d*fcovered to have 
or Buildings, fuch Slave (hall be tried for the"fome t0 ^ firC to Plantations 
with refpcl to any other slaves fJthelikcCrim« . "^fZk,35 h"e'nb^r<= d-fted 
Aall fuffer the fame Pains and Penalties, and (hall be dealt by in "fl R'erfecfts^th 8rllty’ 
as Slaves taken after the Publication of this A<ft, and convided of the like Crimes! ’ 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaiH xk,, .k k 
where the Word Proprietor' is ufed, it (hall be underftood and’conftrued m^exte^d to clck 
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and every Proprietor, Owner, Renter, and to each and every Reprefentative of the fame, as 
fully as if the fame Words were repeated throughout this A&; as likewife where the Word 
‘ Slave’ is made Ufe of in this Aft, it is meant and lhall he conftrued to extend to fuch and 
every Slave of either Sex, and to any Number of Slaves, as the Cafe may require} and that 
in every Cafe where there is not a particular Mode pointed out for the Recovery of Fines, 
Forfeitures, or Penalties, every fuch Fine, Forfeiture, or Penalty, fhall be recovered by War- 
rant from the Treafurer or Deputy Trcafurer, dircfted to1 the Provoft Marftial, ordering him 
to levy and colleft fuch Fine, Forfeiture, or Penalty, in the fame Manner in all Refpefts as 
the Taxes, or Arrears of public Taxes, are dircfted to be levied, collefted, and paid in by the 
faid Marfhal, or his Deputy, in and by the feveral Tax Afts now in Force in this Ifland. 

And be it Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That as a further Fund towards carrying 
this Aft into Execution, a Tax of Five Shillings Currency lhall be paid into the public 
Treafury of this Ifland, which Tax lhall be paid into the Hands of the afting Treafurer for 
the Time being by the refpeftive Owners or Renters of Slaves, or by his, her, or their 
legal Reprefentative or Reprefentatives, or fome One of them, for each and every Slave in 
this Ifland owned or rented by them, in the like Manner in all Refpefts, and under the fame 
Penalties, Forfeitures, Provifoes, and Reftriftions whatfoever, as Taxes on Slaves, Houfes, 
and Lands, are dircfted to be raifed, paid, levied, collefted, and paid in, by and in the 
feveral Tax Afts now fubfifting and in force in this Ifland, which Tax aforefaid lhall be paid 
into the public Treafury as aforefaid in ready Gold and Silver Current Money in this 
Ifland, on or before the Twentieth Day of May next enfuing the Day of the Publication of 
this prefent Aft. 

And be it Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties, 
inflifted by this Aft, together with all Monies whatfoever which lhall be raifed and paid 
into the public Treafury of this Ifland, under and by virtue thereof, lhall be applied to- 
wards carrying the fame into Execution i and the Treafurer is hereby required, by himfelf 
or his Deputy, to keep a feparate and regular Account of all Monies received and expended 
by virtue of this Aft; and in cafe there lhall be any Surplus of fuch Monies fo received and 
paid by virtue of this Aft, remaining in the Treafury, the fame lhall be referved to be 
applied and difpofed of in fuch Manner as the Legillature lhall hereafter order and direft, 
for the public Ufes of this Ifland. 

And be it Enafted, and it is hereby Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That the feveral 
Conftables who may or lhall be employed by the Magiftrates, or by the Treafurer or Deputy 
Treafurer, in the Execution of this Aft, to fummon the Inhabitants, or any other neceffary 
Duty, lhall be paid out of the Monies arifing under the fame, in the fame Manner, and 
after the fame Rates, as the Conftables are dircfted to be paid for Duty done by them in 
the Execution of the Way Warden Aft of this Ifland, in and by the faid Way Warden Aft 
now in force. 

And it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That the Treafurer or De- 
puty Treafurer may or lhall difcount all fuch Sums of Money as have been or may hereafter 
be fubfcribed (and aftually advanced) by fuch Subfcribers, for the Purpofe of carrying this 
Aft into immediate Execution, againlf the Taxes or other Monies payable under and by 
virtue of this Aft, the feveral Perfons fo fubfcribing and having advanced as aforefaid 
only. 

And be it, and it is hereby further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That this Aft lhall 
be and continue in force for One whole Year, to be computed from the Date of the Publi- 
cation of the fame, and no longer. 

J s M O R S O N, Speaker. 

Palled the Council this 13th Day of March 1782. 
DAVID FRASER, 

Dep. Clk. of the Council. 

Pafled the Houfe of Affembly in Rofeau, Dominica, the nth Day of March 1782. 
HENRY CONSTABLE, 

C. to the Aflembly. 
Aflented to the 20th Day of March 1782. 

DUCHILLEAU. 

Duly publilhed in the Town 

Recorded and examined this 

of Rofeau, the 20th Dav of March 1782. 
WM ATKINSON, 

Dep. Pro. Marlhal. 
21ft March 1782; 
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