Ax ACT for ascertaining the number of White Persons, free persons of Colour,
and Slaves, in this Island. [1gth February 1811.]

WHEREAS it is highly nccessary and expedient that the number of white per- 4, o0
sons, frce persons of colour, and slaves in this Island should be hnown, we there- ~
fore, your Majesty’s loyal and obedient subjects, the commander in chicf, the
council and ussembly of this Island of Dowminica, do humbly pray your most
excellent Majesty, That it may be enacted ; and be it and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the town-wavdens for the town of Roseau, and
the way-wardens for the respective parishes and districts, are hereby appointed

220, commissioners

Clause 1st.
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Aud be it e¢nacted by 'the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners, in DOMINICA.
taking the said- daccount and list, in making their return, shall mnake use of the e - %
following form, Number of White Persons, free persons of Colour, and Slaves in Clause 5th.

the of ‘ taken in conforzity to the Act
jor ascertaining the number of white persons, free persons of colour, and slaves in
this Island.
]
Nawes of Proprictors. White Persons, Free Personsof Colour. | Slives. Runaway Slaves,
Ve - ~ |~ e ~\ ‘._/\_..\
g le | gl |
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Aund whereas many persons have heretofore made returns of the families and Preamble.
slaves to the commissioners, for other parishes and districts than those in which such
slaves are generally employed, be it enacted by the authority aforcsaid, That all Clause Gth,
persons shall deliver unto the said commissioners for the distvict or parish in which
such slave or slaves are generally employed, such complete lists of his her or their
families and slaves as arc herein directed, and in no other parish or district, under
the same penalty as if he she or they had not delivered in any such list or return.

And whereas, from many persons having lands and vegrocs in different parishes, pyeqmble.
they make separate rcturns of their familics and slaves in these ditferent parishes,
whereby they are enabled to evade the provisions of the militia act, which orders
that all persons shall envol themsclves and do duty in the regiment or company of
the parish in which they generally veside; be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,
"That the commissioners appointed under this Act are hereby directed and required to
tender to every white man and free man of colour the following oath: “ I, 4. B. do
“ make oath, that my residence, and that of [all or, such part, as the case may be)
“ the male part of my family named in my return thereof, is in the parish of
“ So help me God.” And the commissioners for cach parish
or district are hereby desived and required, within thirty days after taking such oath,
to return to ibe oflicer commanding the militia in such parish or-district the names
of all white men and frce men of colour, who shall have sworn to their general
residence in the parish or district for which such commissioners act; and such return
shall be sufficient authority to the oflicer commanding the militia in such parish or
district to compel the enrolment and attendance to militia duty in that parish or
district, of such white man or free person of colour, according to the provisions of
the militia act.

Clause 7th,

And whereas many negroes and people of colour claim to be free, who either Preamble,
have not been manumitted or have wnot complicd with the law of this Island
imposing a tax on manumissions, and ordering the same to be recorded, whereby

29(), 0 the
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DOMINICA.,  the colony is not only deprived of the taxes thereby payable, but such persons, t.a
\ e ———sumetimes passing for slaves and a‘t.qthcr times as free persons, bear no part of o,
Clauee 8Lh. public burden or do any duty as militiamen; be it cnucl‘ccl by the authority aforesgy?
That the commissioners are hereby authorized and vequired to call upon all negrgs
and people of colour claiming to be free in consequence of manumissions, to prodeg
to the commissioners their munumissions; and the said commissioners shall vetyr y,
the treasurer the names of all negroes and people of colour within their respecgi-
districts claiining to have been manuwitted, whose manumissions shall not have jep,
recorded according to the laws of this Island, as also of all such'negroes and
of colour who shall neglect to produce their manuwissions to the commissioners o
aforesuid. § T

And be it cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That the cominissioners are hered,
authorized and empowered to levy the penalties imposed by the thivd and foyns
clauses of this Act, by issuing their warrant and warrants under their hands-and seal;
divected to the provost marshal, in the nature of an execution out of the o
of commoun pleas, which warrant and warrants the said provost marshal shail gnd
he is hereby directed and required to execute in due manner, and to paythe.gid fing
and fines immediately into the public treasury for the public uses of the colony,

" vse gth,

And be it enacted by the autherity aforesaid, That the conunissioners
annex to the returns to be made by them to the treasurer, a certificate that they
have actually sworn the white persous and free persous of coleur named in g,
return, to the truth of the account given in by them, and the treasurpr'jé furthe
required not to receive any return unless it be accompanied by sach certificite,

t, «roth.

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatin case any ofithe commissioneg
named in this Act, shall neglect or vefuse to exceute the same by making such tetuny
to the treasarer, or levying the penalties hereinbefore directed, within thirty dayg
from the publication of this Act, and within thirty days after the days preseribed b
the second clause of this Act, for the tuking of the census, the treasuver.is:herehy
dirceted and required to veturn the nanes of such commissioners to the chief. o Y
assistant justice of the court of common pleas, who is hereby directed to issue iy
warrant to the marshal to levy the swn of fifty pounds on such comnnjssioner o
commissioners; aud in case they shall continue to neglect giving in the return o
above directed for other thirty days, the treasurer is hereby required to proceed
have the same penalty levied as above; and so on at the expiration of every thiry
days suceceding, uutil the return be given in, RN famd
Clanne 12t And beit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the comiuissioners for the parid

’ of Saint Andrew, East Division, shall inglude in their returns for that parish, ‘the list};
white. persons, frec persons of ‘colour, and Slaves, residing on or being attached to thy
plantation known by the name of Parma Place, situate on the north’ boundary ¢
the parish of Saint David, and also a separate list of the runaway slaves, specifyins
their names, ages, sexes, and the time they may have been absent from the g:‘s
plantation, and proceed in all matters relating thereto, in the same mannér and'fory
required of the commissioners for their respective parishes; and the said* plantatip
shall not be included in the returns of the commissioners for Saint David, who shally
nowise interfere in the return for that plantation, but confine themselves in makin
out their census to the plantation situated to the southward thereof. 2

And be it cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That two hundred copies of this A¢
shall be printed with all speed and distributed among the commissioners, by e
treasurer, who is hereby authorized to agrec for, and pay for the printing of the sap,
out of the public treasury.

”

-

vy I

Clause 13th,

John Gordon, (Spea.ker..)

Passed the House of Assembly, this thirtcenth day of February one thousand
eight hundred and cleven. Ldw® H. Beech, Clk. of Assemby,
Passcd the Council, this fourteenth day of Iebruary onc thousand eight hundreg
and cleven. Dan' Constable, Acts Clk. of the é‘ouncil.
Assented to this ninetcenth day of February, one thousand eight hundred ‘and
eleven. Lidward (Great Seal.) Barnes,
Duly published in the town of Roscau, this ninetcenth day of Tebruary on
thousand eight hundred and eleven. James Laing, P.M.G,

(A true Copy.) E. L. Armatrading, Ac Reg',
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