
THE TREATMENT OE SLATES. st 

GRENADA. 

An ACT for obliging tlie o^vnersof cnnocs, boats, and ^ettyaugers, to lake 
out a license, and give security that the same shall not be the means of 
enabling Slaves to make their escape, or to be carried otF or transported from 
tins Colony j and for authorizing and enabling the commander in chief to 

4iire two small vessels to cruize round the coast, for the purpose of inspecting 
•and seizing all such vessels' os appear to be employed in carrying oif 
Slaves, or under suspicious circumstances of such intentions, [24 October 
1789.3 

WH E11E A S information hatli been received', and there is reason to believe 
that a certaivi Proclamation, under the authority of the King of Spain, hath 

been lately published in the neighbouring Island of Triniclada, whereby the Slaves 
of this and the other English and French colonies are invited to run away, and arc 
promised protection, and the enjoyment of civil liberty in the said Island of 
Trinidada and other colonies under the dominion of Spain : And whereas from tlic 
proximity of the said settlements, and tlicir situation to leeward of this colony, the 
Slavesi without any very great hazard, might embark and proceed to the said. 
Island of Trinidada' and other Spanish settlements on the main land and the 
Wargarittas, in any small bout or canoe: And whereas one or more small 
vessels properly manned and htted out for the purpose, and kept continually 
cruizing round the coasts of this colony for inspecting, c.xamining, and, if neces- 
sary, seizing all suspicious vessels hovering about the coashs, or anchoring itr 
the bays and harbours of this government, would materially contribuld to the 
security of the Slaves and preservation of such property, until the Court of 
Great Britain shall have an opportunity of procuring a repeal, or othorwise dfec- 
tually counteracting the dangerous consequences to this colony of such Proclama- 
tions ; BE it therelure enacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire, captain 
general and governor in chief of these His Majesty's Islands of Grenada, and such 
of the Grenadines as lie to tlio southward of the Island of Carriacou, including 
that Island, the honourable tlic members of His Majesty’s Council for the said 
Islands, and the representatives of the people of the same; and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, that no person or persons, after the fu st day of 
November next, shall hold, possess, or keep within this Island, or any of the Islands 
tlicveon dependent, any canoe, bout, or pettyuuger, whether the same he navigated 
with a sail or sails, or with oars or paddles, without a license for that purpose first 
had and'obtained from and under the hand and seal of some one or more of Hi.s 
Majesty’s justices of the ^)eace for this colony, under tlie penalty of one hundred 
pounds current money of tliis Island, to be recovered in liis Majesty's court of 
Common Pleas, by action of debt, bill, plaint or information, one half to be paid to the 
informer or informers, and the other half to His Majesty, for the uses of tlie colony ; 
which said license all and every the said justices are lierchy authorized and directed, 
on application, to give and grant, without fee or reward, upon all and every per- 
son or persons so holding, possessing, or keeping a boat, canoe, or pettyauger, and 
applying for such license, entering into one or more recognizance or recognizances 
in common and proper form, witli two or more sulllcient securities, who shall be 
freeholders of sufficient substance in this colony, in the following penalties; that is 
to say, for every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of fourteen feet kcbl in length, in the 
sum of one hundred and twenty pounds; every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of 
seventeen feet keel in length, in the sum of two hundred pounds; every canoe, 
boat, or pettyauger of twenty feet keel in length, in the sum of three hundred 
pounds ; every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of twenty-three feet keel in length, in 
the sum of four hundred pounds; every canoe, boat, or pettyauger of twenty-seven 
feet keel in length, in the sum of five hundred pounds; and every canoe, boat, or 
pettyauger of thirty-feet keel in lengtli, or upwards, in the sura of one tiiousand 
pounds; conditioned to be void if the said canoe, boat, or pettyauger shall not be 
the means of enabling any slave or slaves belonging to this colony to make their 
escape, or to run away, or to be otherwise carried off or transported from the 
same; or if he shall indemnify and pay, or cause to be paid to the owner, or 
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5? COLONIAL LAW a RELATING: TG 

GRENAOAi owners of such slave or’slaves, for each‘slave so run away or rriakihg her 
 -> or their escape, or being so carried oft* or transported from the said colony'v thO 

sum of one hundred and' twenty pounds current money of Grenada; and’ if the 
Ana ownerofcanoe, Owner or Owners of such canoe or'canoes,, boat or pettyauger shaft withiii >threo(f«ys 
i:c. within three days thereafter have his or her name, with that of the parish, and such numbef'as'ithe 

paruraild number justice shall direct, painted in the stern- or conspicuous part of the said canoe, bOat> 
painted on the stern Of pettyauger, and continue the same at all limes hereafter; and all and every 
or other conspicuous His Majesty’s'justices of the peace for this colony ore hereby empowered, re- 

Aii'niagistihtcsto quired, and ftifectcd to enquire after ahd examine into all such boats; canoes; or 
enquire after and pettyaugei'Sy in their respective quarters, and to see that the owners and proprietors 

&*c.'diid'caas/th^''’ of,5,hesame do immediately comply with this Act; aiift whord they shall not so 
owners to tomply seize or cause to be seized all such canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, and order them 
with this Act. to be delivered ovcT to the liarbour master of Saint George, bn Or before the first 
In default on the .   . . .... o ? . . ., . 

St, George's, Who is Canoe, canoes, boats, or pettyaugers, shall be delivered up to the respective ownen§, 
upon payment of all reasonable charges, and the sum of sixteen shillings and six- 

conform to-.act, or pence to the harbour master tor each canoe, boat, or pettyauger, in consideration! 

'lIcirof*wiien hcis” trouble; and all and every justice or justices wlio shall, send'canoes; 
w'^dedverthcin'to boats, or j)ettyaugers, to the harboUr of Saint George, shaft and’they are hereby 
inch owners, on authorized to grant warrants upon the treasury for the payment of all necessary 

abfediarges^'lnT’ ®xpeiiscs they inay incur, and the treasurei' is hereby required to pay the 
J6J. 6 of. each canoe, same. 
Justice.s sending canoes to St. George's, to grant w.irranti on the treasurer for necessary expenses. ' 

CKausc II. jjg jj. fm'ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commander in 

mpowe'rctrto hire ^ chief of this colony for the time being shall be and is hereby authorized, empowered 
two vessels not cx- and dirdcted to hire, contract for, and agree with the proprietor or owner or proprietorsr 

burthen for a ownei’S of two fast sailing vessels, not exceeding the burthen of sixty tons, and for 
period not exceeding 0- pei'iod not exceeding three months, or until the next meeting of tlie Legislature, 
three month ^and to and to man, ami, and properly fit out such vessels to cruize continually, during the 
same trcrnizerhhnd same period, I'ound and about the coasts, bays and harbours of this colony, tb 
the co.i$r of this CO- inspect, examine, and if need be, to seize all such vessels of whatever denominatioii 

seize*such vessels as dimensions the same may be, as shall appear to be employed in taking Off 
anpear tabe em. slaves, or under the suspicious circumstances as described in “ An Act for the 
ploy^ed m takmg off better regulation of foreigti vessels arriving in these Islands, or found hovering 

suspiciouscircum- about the coasts of the same, for preventing the carrying oft’ of mortgaged or other 
stances'described .in slaves by sucli foreign vcssels, and for taking away the benefit of clergy from 

Kgul.'uLVof foreign persoiis guilty of stealing Slaves, for apprehending suspected persons coming from 
vessels, &c. Trlnidada, and for obliging owners of vessels to give .security not to carry off debtor^ 

or slaves without tickets as therein directed, and for preventing small boats or otiief 

mitrehsnrer ftr hay- vc.ssel$ being run away with,” and now in force in this colony ; and the commander 
incut of the hire of in chief for the time being is hereby further authorized, empowered, and directed to 

issue his warrant upon the treasurer of this colony for payment to such owner or 
owners of such vessel or vcssels for the iiire so to be agreed upon, at the end of 
each month respectively. 
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An ACT for the more eft’ectual Trial and Punishment of criminal Slaves, 
and to authorize His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace to appoint Constables, 
in cases of emergency. [-24 October 1789.] 

WHEREAS the laws at present in force in these Islands, have been found* ^ 
defective, in many respects, in regard to the trial and punishment of criminal SlavO's i 
Eor remedy whereof, we. Your Majesty’s most loyal and obedient subjects, his excel- 
lency the captain general, the honouvahlc the members of Your Majesty’s, council^ 
and the general assembly of the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines as are 
thereon dependant, pray Your most excellent Majesty that it may be enacted and or- 
dained, and he it, and it is enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid,.That upoa 
complaint made to any of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, within theseTslands, 
of any heinous and grievous crime or felonious act or acts committed or done by 
any slave or slaves, the said justice shall issue his warrant for apprehending the 
offender or offenders, and shall sumrfion all persons or slaves that can give evidence 
therein to appear before him ; and if upon ex-dinination it appeareth probable that 
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