Av ACT to amend an Act, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the further
sudden increase of free Negroes and Mulattoes;” and also to amend an Act
intituled,  An Act for the better government of Slaves, and for the moie
speedy and. eflectual suppression of run-away Slaves,” and to ascertain what
shall be evidence of the scaling of certificates respecting enfranchisement, as
directed to be made by the Guardians of Slaves, [2 April 1792.]

Preambie. . WHEREAS bythe fitth clause of an Act passed to preveat the further sudden
increase of free negroes and muluttoes, it was enacted, that all negroes and mulattoes
pretending to be free, and residing in these islands, should bring their respective
acts of frcedom to the registers office of the said islands to- be recorded, and any
person or persons not having such acts of freedour or manumission, by reason of
being born of afrec woman, should make and procure such proofs of their freedom,
as were therein particulurly specified and directed, and such persons pretending to be
frce who could not produce such regular deeds of manumission, or prove their birth
from free women, should make and procure such other proofs of their freedom, as
were therein also particularly specified and divected, and such proofs when so made
and procured, were thereby declared to be sufficient evidence of the freedom of such
persons, and were directed to be received upon record ; provided that such deeds of
freedom, and other proofs therein mentioned should be brought into the said register’s
office, within three calendar months next and immediately after the publication of
the said Act,

And whereas by the seventh clause of the said Act, such coloured persons as
should not bring such proofs as eforesaid of their freedom, uato the said register's
office within the suid limited time, were and ave liable to be committed to gpol, and
sold as slaves in way and manner therein particularly mentioned.

And whereas the said Act was published on the twenty-first day of April one
thousand seven hundred and sixty-seven, and the time thereby prescribed for re
cording the said deeds of manumission, and other proofs of frecdom therein men-
tioned is fong ago expired : And whereas by the construction given to the said Act,
many coloured persons who arc really free, may be deprived of the benefit and ad-
vantage of such their frecdom, to the great injury both of their property and persons;
Clanse T . for remedy whereof, BE it cnacted by his excellency Edward Mathew, esquire,
Acts of freedomby  Captain gencral, and governor in chief of these His Majesty’s Islands of Grenada and
deed, last willor ©  such of the Grenadinesas lie to the southward of the island of Caxriacou, including that
;’:}_‘g;‘f;‘é‘;t'ﬂ:}’: ge . Island ; the honourable the members of His Majesty’s council for the said Islands,

and the representatives of the people of the same ; and it is hercby cnacted by the

authority of the sanie, That from and after the publication of this Act, every negro,
Originals of such  intlatto, or other coloured person having or possessing @ manumission or any other
acts, or certificd  act of freedom, either by last will and testament, or otherwise, may at any time
copies, muy be . p;'oi'c
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prove and record the same in the register’s office of these Islands, in manner prescribed
by law, for the-probate and recopding of other deeds or wills; and that the original
or originals. thereof, after dye proof of the execution of the same, or an office copy
oroffice copies from the record thereof, duly certified by, the register of these Islands
for the time being, or his lawful deputy, shall and may at any time be pleaded
and given in evidence inall courts of law and equity in these Islands, any thingin the
said Act contained to the ‘contrary thercof in anywise notwithstanding: Provided
always, that nothing herein contained shall affect or prejudice any intermediate
bond fide purchaser or other incumbrancer, who may not have notice 'of such manu-
mission or other aet offreedom, at the time of becoming such-purchaser or incum-
brancer as aforesaid. S *

And be it also enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every negro, mulatto, or
other ‘coloured person who hath not a manumission or other act of freedom, by
reason of being born of a firee woman, shall and may at any time bring two
credible freeholders within .these Islands, before any two justices of the peace in
the JIsland wherc such freeholders do actually reside, to declare upon oath before
such justices by affidavit in writing, that such person pretending to be free, was born,
of afree woman, or hath always been reputed so to be, and that the mother of such
coloured person was free, or reputed so to be, at the tithc of the birth of such ¢oloured
person, and upon such aflidavit being so iade, the said justices shall and may graht
a certificate thereof, under their respective hands and stls, and such affidavit atid
certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared ta be primid facic sufficient proof
and cvidence of the fieedom of such coloured person, and shall and may be pleaded
and admitted as such in all courts of law and- equity in these Islands ; and any person
pretending,to be free, and who cannot produce a regular deed of freedom, and cannot
prove his or her birth of a free woman, shall and inay bring two credible frecholders
within these Islands, before any two justices of the peace in the Island where such
frecholders do actually reside, to declare solemnly upon oath, before such justices by
affidavit in writing, thut such freeholders, and cach of them, have known the persons
so pretending to be tree, for the space of five years at least; that during such space of
five years, such person was reputed to be free from slavery, to all intents and purposes,
and_ did behave and demean him or herself decently, and 'in 2 manner becoming a
free person of his or her complexion ; and upon suchaffidavit being so made, the said
Justices shall and may grant a certificate thercof, under their respective hands and
seals, and such affidavit und certificate shall, and the same are hereby declared to be
primd facie sufficient proof and evidence of the freedom of such coloured person, and
shall and way be pleaded and admitted as such in all courts of law and equity in
these Islands:  Provided always nevertheless, that every person shall and may be at
liberty to dispute and counteract such primd facie evidence of freedom by offering
and producing all such testimony or other proofs as he or she may be possessed of,
or have in his or her power for the purpose of disproving such freedom: And
provided also, that nothing herein contained shall deprive any negro, mulatto, or other
coloured person pretending to be free either by manumission, lastwill, being born of &
free woman or otherwise, of the benefit and advantage which he she or they may
have from any other evidence of his her or their freedom, but that every such
proof or evidence thercof, other or different from the proof or cvidence hereby
directed and prescribed, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in all
courts of law and equity in these Islands, in the same manuer as the same would
have been admitted and received, had this Act, and the said Act to prevent the
further sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been madc; -

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any person making such affidavit
or affidavits as are hereinbefore mentioned, who shall swear thereto falsely, or who
shall be guilty of procuring any other person or persons to swear falsely in any
manner relative to such proof or proofs of freedom of any coloured person or persons
as aforesaid, shall, in the former case of swearing falsely, be deemed guilty of wilful
and corrupt perjury, and in the latter case of procuring any other person to swear
falsely, be guilty of subornation of perjury, and shall an may be proceeded against,
as in Gireat Britain in cases of wilful and corrupt perjury, orsubornatiori of perjury,
according to the nature of the offence or offences respectively ;
convicted of such perjury. or subornation of perjury, shall incur the same pains and
penalties, as by the laws and statutes of Great Britain are declared and in foyce

“against the crimes of wilful and corrupt perjury and subornation of perjury. .

220.

And

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.

and every person *

GRENADA.
N ————

pleaded and given in
evidence i alt courts
of law and equity in
these islands,

Proviso.

Bona fide purchaser
or incumbrancer,
not to be thereby
affected without
notice,

Clause IT.

Negroes and Mu-
lattoes claiming to
be free by bicth, to
prave such clhim by
the affidavit of two
credible frecholders,
before two justices
of the peace.

)
Justices to grant
certificate ot such
clam and proof,

Where there is
neither manumission
nor proof of freedom
by birth, a claim of
freedom by repute
may be Frovcd, certis
fied and given in
evidence in like
manner, if the party
has been so reputed
free for five years,

*

Proviso.

Such primi. facie
Js00of not conclusive,
if opposed by con-
trary evidence,
Proviso.

But the party
clhiming to be free
is not to be debarred
from adducing fur-
ther proof of his her
or their freedom,

Clange 111,

Persons falsel
swearing under this
Act, or procuring
others so to do,
guilty of perjury or
subornation of per-
Jjury, punishable by
the laws of England.

AR R

. ¥




6o COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

GRENADA. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the first, second, third
C“'—'—\f“"“"‘lause - fOUI"th, fifth, sixth, and seventh clauses of the said Act to prevent the f:urther sudder;
e increase of free negroes and mulattoes, shall from and after the publication of this

¢ 18 2 33w Act be and the same are hereby repealed.

4th, 5th, 6th and 7th .
clauses of the Act of April 23, 1767, repealed.

IC)II;&::;)Y | And \Yhereas many negroes, mulaﬁtoes, and other coloured persons, have, sub-
e sequent ‘to the publication of the said Act, to prevent the sudden increase of free
negroes and mulattoes, obtained certificates of their freedom under the hands and

seals of two justices of the peace, in manner prescribed by the fifth clause of the

said last-mentioned Act: And whereas some of such certificates have been neglected

to be recorded in the register’s office within the time prescribed for that purpose by

the proviso to the said clause, and others of such certificates have been procured

subsequent to the expiration of such time so prescribed by the said proviso, and in

both cases 1t is now impossible to comply with the regulations directed by the said

proviso : And whereas it is unnecessary to put such persons as are possessed of such cer-

tificates to the trouble and cxpense of procuring othersin way and manner prescribed by

Cortificates obtained LS Act; BE it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every certificate of freedom of
subsequent to the a0y negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, which antecedent to the publication of
ff;é’lfﬁé‘r‘f&d‘ii’iﬁﬁﬁ this Act, .hath been obtained agreeable to, and in the terms of the said fifth clause
the time limited ~ Of the said Act to prevent the sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes, but
thereby, and certifi- without compliance with the requisites prescribed and directed by the said proyiso
‘t’l“?zx‘;“’r‘l‘t‘;‘)’“’fo;f:ﬁ; thereto, shall and the same is hereby declared to be as valid effectual and suf-
time prescribed by ficient both at law and in equity, as if the said proviso to the said fifth clause of the
E‘;crosrilflf}:“i‘&?ca_ said last-mentioned Act had never been made: Provided always nevertheless, that
tion of this act, de-  €very person shall and may be at liberty to dispute and counteract the force and
g};ggﬁlg?be validand effect of every such certificate, by offering and prpduqing such testimony or other
Proviso. . proofs as he or she may be possessed of, or have in his or her power for the pur-
Such certificates not pose of disproving the freedom so certified: And provided also, that nothing
ﬁznoc‘l);ilq\cc& g;t may herein containgd shall deprive any negro, mulatto, or other coloured person, having
contrary evidence. such last-mentioned certificate or certificates, of the benefit and advantage which he
Proviso. she or they may have from any other cvidence of his her or their frecdom,
P{:ﬁ)’gg:ﬁ%‘éft;’c‘f ot but that every such proof or evidence thereof, other or diflerent from such certificate
to be deburred from OF certificates, shall and may be admitted and received as evidence in all courts of
mgdlu.ch;g other r;ro.of law and equity in these Islands, in the same manner as the samne would have been
oF s hier or LWIr 5 dmitted and received, had this Act and the said Act to prevent the further sudden

freedom. <
increase of frec negroes and mulattoes never been made.

And whereas many inanumissions and other acts of {reedom for the purpose of
enfranchising slaves, have been made and executed subsequent to the sixth of
January one thousand scven hundred and eighty-four, when these Islands were
restored to Great Dritain, without complying with the requisites and formalities
prescribed by the fiist, second, and third clauses of the said Act, to prevent the
further sudden increase of frec negroes, and mulattoes, upon a mistaken idea that
the said Act was not then in force: And whereas the said first, second, and thixd
clauses of the said last-mentioned Act, were by two Acts of the legislature of these
Islands repcaled during the "continuance of the said Acts, and other regulations
thereby established for the manumission and enfranchisement of slaves, which said
last-mentioned regulations are now in force: And whereas it would be unjust, under
such circumstances, to permit the said Act to prevent the further sudden increase of
free negrocs and mulattoes, to operate against and destroy the intention and cffect of
such manumissions or other acts of irecdom so made and executed between the said
sixth day of January ‘one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, and the said
third day of November one thousand seven hundred and .el.ghty-el‘ght; BE it
Originals of all ma- therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the originals of all manu-
numiffions duly missions or other acts of freedom, whether by last will and testament or otherwise,

roved, or office . $ . H saoiater’s
Sopies ‘theteof, duly after been duly proved according to law, and if proved and recorded in the register’s

certifiednccording t0 office of these Islands in manner prescribed by law, then office copies thereof duly

Jaw, declared €0 be o ified by the register of these Islands for the time beinﬁ, or his lawful deputy in

good evidence at law : . . . .
or in equity. manner prescribed by law, shall and may be admitted an received as evidence in

all courts of law and equity in thesc Islands, and shall have and produce the same
.operation and effect, both at law and in equity, as such manumissions or other acts

220, , {)f

Clwufe VI.
Preamble.
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of freedom would have had and produced, had the said Act to prevent the further  GRENADA.
sudden increase of free negroes and mulattoes never been made. N

And whereas by the seventecnth clause of an Act for the better protection and cyufe vir.
for promoting the increase and population of slaves, and for repealing during the Preamble.
continuance of the said Act, the first, second and third clauses of an Act, intituled,
“ An Act to prevent the further sudden increase of free. negroes and mulattoes;”
and such part of all and every law and laws then in force relative to the trial and
punishment of slaves, as relate to their trial and punishment for the sole offence of
running away, and for substituting another mode of trial and punishment in lieu
thereof, and for appointing guarcians to carry the said Act into execution, a certi-
ficate under the hands and seals of the guardians of slaves for the district wherein
any slave or slaves intended to be manumitted resides or reside, or of any two of
them to the effect therein mentioned, .is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to
the deed of manumission of such slave or slaves, and in cases by manumission by
Jast will and testament, such certificate is directed to be indorsed on or annexed to
an office copy of such last will and testament: And whereas the signing and scaling
of such certificate of such guardians, hath not in any case been made in the presence
of wituess or witnesses, and from the death or absence of such guardian or guardians
it may be difficult and in some cases impossible to procurc such actual sealing by
such guardians, although the signature of such guardian or guardians may be
easily proved in manner prescribed by law; BI- it thereforc enacted by the Whe(;‘?““iﬁc-““ of
authority aforesaid, That where the seals and signatures of such guardians, or g::ér?ﬁfﬁﬁ:;ﬁ?;ﬁf
of any two of them, appear to be set and affixed to such certificate, due proof (expired) have ‘not
of the respective signatures of such guardians to such certificates, shall be also held ﬁfcnp;’;}éﬁé‘é‘doﬁ ned
and decmed prima facie evidence of the sealing thereof by the guardian or respective witnesses, proof of
guardians whose signature or signatures thercto shall be so proved ; and that if any ‘1:;31 signature :ef such
person after such primd facie cvidence given, shall dispute such sealing, he shall %,;‘mﬁ‘fac;e evidence
be obliged to disprove the same according to law. of fuch sealing.

And whereas by the twenty-first clause of an Act for the better government of. claute vitr,
slaves, and for the more speedy, and effectual suppression of run-away slaves, it Preamble.
is enacted amongst other things, that the provost marshal, or his lawtul depaty,
shall receive into his custody all run-away slaves brought to him, and pay the
rewards for the same therein directed, and after making publication respecting
every such slave or slaves for six weeks in manner therein prescribed, shall,
if such slave or slaves be not claimed within the time aforesaid, sell such slave
or slaves at public outcry, and pay the money arising therefrom, after deduction
of charges and fees, to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, and in default
of hnowing such owner or owners, to the treasurer of these Islands for the time
being, for the use of the public, till such time as the owner or owners of such
slave or slaves shall appear: And whereas the aforesaid Regulation hath from
experience been found to be productive of much injury and loss to such persons
as from local situation or other circumstances have not had it in their power to
claim or prove their property in, or title to such run-away slaves, within the time
therein hefore prescribed ; for remedy whercof, BE it enacted by the authority Marshal not to felt
aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful for the provost marshal of this Island runaway S'“"{; with-
for the time being, or his lawful deputy, to receive into his custody all run-away otseinSbe mond
slaves, who shall be brought to him, and to pay the apprehender of such slave Gazette.
or slaves, the rewards and mile money specified and directed in the third- section
of the said Act, for the better government of slaves, and for the more speedy and
effectual suppression of run-away slaves; provided the owner or owners of such
slave or slaves is or are not known to such apprehender or apprehenders, and
such provost marshal for the time being, or hislawful deputy, shall and may keep
such slave or slaves in safe custody, and shall immediately give public notice
thercof, by publication(in someGrenada newspaper, if any, at the time; and if none, by And if no gazette,
written advertisement affixed at the church and court house doors of the town of }’.Y. a written adver-
I . . . . . o e 1fement, to beaflixed
Saint George in the said Island of Grenada) for six successive weeks, describing for six fucceffive
as near as may be, the name, age, sex, size, complexion, and external marks of such :‘{eeklsto tl?e doors of
slave or slaves, whegeby he she or they may be more readily known, together jq e v S0,
with the country of such slave or slaves, it the knowledge thereof be attainable, office.
and shall also affix a copy in writing of such publication on the door of the public
office of such provost marshal or his lawful deputy for the time hereinbefore
prescribed ; and in case such provost marshal for.the time being, or hisd]awful
eputy,
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deputy, shall fail in performing all or any of the several matters hereby required, he
shall be liable to answer in damages by action for such neglect to the person or
persons who shall or may happen to be aggrieved thereby; and after such publica-
tion being duly made for the time aforesaid, if such slave or slaves so advertised

shall not be claimed within six weeks from and aftér the day on which he she or
they were delivered into the hands of such provost marshal or his lawful dep’u'ty.

such slave or slaves shall be sold at public outery by s,ucli'p‘ro‘vost marshal for
the time being, or his lawful deputy, and the monies arising from such sale or sales

after deduction of all reasonable charges and fees, shall be paid over ff))‘r..such provdsé
marshal or his lawful deputy, to the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, his
her or their executors or administrators, and for want of knowing such owner or
owners, his her or their executors or administrators, the monies arising from such
sgle or sales, after deduction as aforesaid, shall by such provost marshal for tlie
time being, or his lawful deputy, be deposited in the hands of the public treasurer
of these Islands for the time being, to and for the public use of these Islands.
Butif the owner or owners of such slave or slaves, his her or their executors or
admiuistrators, shall appear and claim the same within twelve months from the
date of such sale or sales respectively, upon due proof being made within the period
aforesaid, by such owner or owners, his her or their executors or administrators

of the title or titles of such owner or owners to the'slavé’ or_slaves so to be
sold, the public treasurer of these Islands for the time being is' hereby autho-
rized to pay over the net proceeds of the amount of such sale or sales to such
owner or owners, his her or their executors or administiators respectively: Provided
always nevertheless, that where such owner or owners shall at the time of the
sale or sales be resident out of the government of Grenada and its dependen-
cics, such sale or sales shall not, for and during the period hereinafter specificd

be conclusive against such owner or owncrs, but that such owner or owner 50
rcsident out of the said government, shall upon payment or tender of all inonies
actually paid, and expenses incurred at such public outery or ounteries, for the pur-
chase of such slave or slaves, be authorized and entitled "to claii and demand re-
storation and delivery of such slave or slaves, atany time within twelve months from
and after the day of such sale or sales respectively; and on neglect or refusal to .
deliver such slave or slaves as aforesaid, within the period aforcsaid, the owner or
owners thereof shall and way, at his her or their option, maintain ant prosecute
an action or actions of ejectinent, trover, or detitiue, against such purchaser or pur-
chasers, or other possessor or possessors of such slave or slaves, for the actual recovery
thereof, orof the value thereof, and of all damages, costs and expenses incuired by
the detection or nondelivery thereof, but not for any wages of such slave or slaves,
or hire for his her or their use or labour antecedent to the time of waking such
claim and demand of such slave or slaves as aforesaid within the period aforcsaid.

And be it conacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said twenty-first clause of
the said Act, for the better government of slaves, and for the more speedy and effec-
tual suppression of runaway slaves, shall from and after the publication of this Act be
and the same is hereby repealed. -

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Actsball be decmed
a Public Act, and all judges, justices, and jurors shall take notice thercof as such,
without specially pleading the same.




