An ACT for the better protection and for promoting the natural increase and
population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines
as are annexed to the government thereof, for compelling an adequate pro-
vision for and caye of them, as well in sickness and old age as in health;
and for constituting and appointing Guardians to effectuate and carry into
execution the regulations and purposes of this Act. [9 Dec. 1797.]

WHEREAS the laws heretofore made for the protection of slaves, and for preambie.
divers other-of the benevolent purposes intended by this present Act, having been
220, -8 temporary,
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temporary, are expired; and humanity and the interest of the colony require tin
the same, or other-equally salutary and sufficient regulations and provisions shouly
be adopted and ordained, for rendering the servxtudc' and labour of slaves ag fins
and -easy-as -possible; and for promoting the natural increasc of their population, g
the most likely means of removing, in a course of tine, th'e necessity of fur;hm
importations of slaves from Africa: And whereas these desirable ends catinoy by
more effectually obtained than by compelling the owners and masters of slaves yof.
ficiently and properly to lodge, feed, clothe, and maintain them, as well duriey
health, and their capacity for labour, as in time of sickness, old age, and infirms;
by prescribing reasonable bounds to the power of masters and others havipe
charge of slaves, by introducing thein to the lgnowlcdgc.a of the christian relie;
and affording them opportunity of improving in worality ; and by constitutine 3
proper tribunal of guardianship, for the hearing, examination, and redress of thag
grievances, and sccurity of their rights and immunities hereby granted and e
blished ; May it therefore pleasc the King's most excellent Majesty, and that iy nx§
be enacted and ordained. .

And be it and it is hereby enacted by his excellency Charles Green, . esqq;
captain general, and governor in chief of the Island of Grenada, and the Grenadine
annexed to the goverument thereof, the honourable the members of the council, ang
the representatives of the people of said Islands in general assembly couvened, yug
by the authority of the same, that immediatcly, and from time to tine, and g of
times from and after the publication of this Act, every proprietor, G\v;oer, «
possessor of any plantation or estate, shall provide for, and allow to, at leagt every
head of a family of slaves, thereunto attached, one good and comfortable
with one or more cabanes or beds to slecp upon, raised at least one foot from gy
ground ; and shall also allot and appoiut.for every slave (domestics excepted) aborg
the age of fourteen years, as, and for his or her proper ground, such a quentity o
portion of the land of the said plantation or estate, to which such slaye may e
attached, of or such other contiguous lands as shall be approved by the 2uarding
of slaves appointed in manner hereinafter mentioned, as sufliciently near and crq.
venient for such provision ground, as in the estimation of the guardiaus for tieg
parish wherein such plantation or estate shall be situate, or the majority of.¢
shall be deemed suflictent, when under proper cultivation, to produce such 2 quantiey
of ground previsions, as, with the ordinary allowance of salt provisions, of ‘the
quantity whereol such guardians are to judge, will be completely adequate to yy
maintenance and support of such slave; and shall allow every §uch slave, frog
noon, in some one day in every week, or one wholeuday'-m a2 fortnight, besides
Sunday (except in time of crop), for the purpose of working and cultivating his op
her grounds; which:spid grounds, when once allotted, shall not be exchanged op
taken uway from any such slaves, without his or her consent, by him or her expresced
tothe guardians of such district or pavish, whilst such slave shall remain oy (he
estate to which such land so allotted to him or her belongs (except in manner apg
upon the terms next hereinafter mentioned) ; that is to say, Provided alw'a,ys, that §
the person having the charge of any plantation or estate shall find it necessary ¢
expedient to change the provision grounds allotted to the slaves of such plantation ¢
estatc; and such consent of the slaves shall not be expressed as aforesaid, it shad
and may be lawful for any such person to allot other suﬁicicpt grounds for tha
purpose, and to call on the guardians of the district or parish to examine ;g
approve of the quantity, quality, and situation of such proposed new provisg
gronnds; and if the said guardians, or a majority of them, shall approve of sy
new provision grounds, then and in every such case, from and after the expiratigg
of twelve calendar months after such new allotment and approbation as afores;
or such longer period, according to the seasou of the year, as the guardians shay
Judge necessary to enable the slaves to put such newly allotted grounds into proney
cultivation, but not sooner or otherwise, it shall and may be lawful for any s{;d,
person to take in, and put into cultivation, the grounds so first allotted for the e

of the slaves. <

And whercas there may be some estates, which from the nature of the soil, ard
particular situation, are not so proper for the cultivation of provisions; and wep
the proprictors or possessors compelled to allot portions thereof to every slave, fee
the purpose of cultivating provisions completely adequate to his or her mainteaancg,
as hercinbefore directed, it might be attended with rumous consequences to suck
estates, without answering the purposes thereby intended; BI it and it is herebe
cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That every proprietor, owner, or possesser ¢
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THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES.

any ’pl‘anta'tion or estate, which, in the judgment of the guardians, shall be so
circumstanced in point of soil or situation, shall have it in his or her optioh or choice,
with the approbation of the guardians, either to make such allotments of land
as aforesaid, as provision grounds for the maintenance of the Slaves attached
thereto, or to give them a weekly allowance of provisions completely adequalte to
their maintenance: Provided always, that there shall be at least one forticth part
of an acre allotted to each slave, contignous to the ncgro liouses, for the purpose
of cultivating a garden for their sole use and benefit.

And be it cnacted by the autherity aforesaid, That every such proprietor, owner,
ar possessor as aforesaid, shall aunually allow and give to cvery slave whom he
or she shall own, rent or possess, decent and sufficient clothing, according to the
respective sex and age of such slave, to be approved of and directed by the guar-
dians of the district wherein the plantation or estato to which such slave may be
attuched shall lie; and if any proprietor, owner, or possessor of any plantation or
estate, do or shall neglect or retuse to comply with or obey any of the provisions,
of this clause, he she or they shall, for every such neglect or refusal, forfeit and
pay the sum of five pounds for every slave who shall not be so clothed as herein
is dirccted, to be regovered, paid and applied in manner hereinafter prescribed.

And be it enacted by the authority afovesaid, Fhat in all cases when slaves-are
notattached to or resident on any plantation or cstate, the proprictors or possessois
of all and every of such slaves, shall provide for and fyrnish such slaves with
comfortable lodging, and ample provision of wholesome food, and with decent
clothing in every year, to be approved and directed by the guardians of the district
where such proprigtor, or, in his or her absence, his or her acting-attorney shall be
resident, under the penalty last mentioned.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, in order to restrain arbitrar
punishments, That from and after the publication of this Act it shall not be lawtul
for any proprictor of' a slave or slaves, or for the attorney of such proprietor, or in
his or her absence, nor for the manager, overseer, or other frece persons having the
management or divection of such slave or slaves in the absence of the proprietor,
and where there is no attorney resident, to inflict, or cause or knowingly suffer to
e inflicted on any slave any corporal punishment, other than imprisonment in a
proper and  wholesome place of confinement, and whipping not to exceed thirty-
nine lashes at one time, and for any one oftfence or fault which by him or her may
be committed ; and that in all cases whea oither the proprietor is resident ou the
estate, o, if absent, has an attorney resident thercon, it shall not be lawful for any
manager, overseer, or free person employed under such proprietor or attorney, to
inflict, or cause or kuowingly suffer to be inflicted on any sucli slave any corporal
punishment, other than confinement ina proper place, and whipping not to exceed
twelve lashes at one time, and for any one oflence or fault by him or her committed
nor shall any such proprietor, attorncy, manager, overseer, or other free person as
aforesaid, inflict, or sufler to be inflicted such punishment, nor any other number of
lashes in.the same day, nor unti the delinquent has recovered {rom the efiects. of any
former punishment, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every such excess or
repetition of punishment, to be recovered. against the person directing or permitting
the samc: Provided always, that in all cascs whare the proprietor, or other person
having charge of any such slave, shall conceive the fault committed (although by
law not cognizable by justices of the peace) to be of such enormity as to deserve
more cxemplary punishment than is hereinbefore allewed to be inflicted; it: shall
and may be lawful for him to cause such offending slave to be carried before any
two justices of the peace; and such justices are hercby authorized: to hear and
examine into every such complaint; and to direct such corporal punishment, not
extending to life or limb, as the offence shall in their discretion merit; after which:
punishment, inflicted by order of the justices as aforesaid, no farther or other
punishment whatever shall be inflicted on such slave for that oftence, by any:
person or persons whomsoever, under the similar penalty last hercinbefore mentioned:
of .twenty pounds.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any proprietor,
attorney, manager, overseer or other frec person employed! as aforesaid, do. and:
shall upon any pretence whatsoever, take upon: himself op-herself to inflict, or
to be inflicted on such slave or slayes as aforesaid, any heavier, greater or other
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kind of - corporal punishment than those.which are hereinbefore in that respect.
limited and prescribed, every such proprietor, attorney, manager, averseer or. othey,
free person employed as aforesaid, shall and may for every such,offence be proceeded:
against by presentment, information or indictment, in the same manner as jif the
offence was committed against a free person; and if found guilty, shall be punished.
by fine or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court wherein such. oftender;
shall have been tried and convicted ; and in very atrocious cases, when such offence;
shall appear to have been accompanied with any aggravating. circumstance of.
singular inhumanity or maihem, and the person so couvicted shall be the proprietor
or owner of such slave ot slaves, it shall and may be lawful for the justices of the
said court, and they arc hereby required to order and adjudge such slave-orslaves’
to be delivered to, und taken possession of by the guardians of the parish or district
in which the plantation or estate to which such slave or slaves is or are attuched, or:
where such proprietor resides, to be by them forthwith sold and disposed of to somé’
person of huinane repute, for such price as the said guardians shall deem fair ahd:
adequate, and can be procured for' the same; and such guardians are hereby ag«
thorized and required to sell the same, and the money arising therefrom to ‘be-
forthwith paid to the proprietor of such slave or slaves so sold as aforesaid : And’
such sale shall be deemed competent and sufficient in law to vest the absolute’
property of such slave or slaves in the purchuser or purchasers thereof. T

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be lawful
to or for the proprietor, owner or passessor of any plantation or estate, or any
person or persons employed by or under such proprietor, owner or possessor, except’
in the act of manufacturing such species of produce as necessavily requires night or’
extra labour, to compel or oblige any slave attached to or upon such plantation o’
estate, to leave his or her house in order to work in the field or at his trade until*
day-break, or to work during the times of breakfasting and dining; for the first of.
which, such slave shall be allowed onc half hour in the morning, and for the latter, -
two hours, to wit, from twelve o'clock at noon to two in the afternioon; nor to
compel any such slaves to work after sun-set, except in the carrying of a_bundle of-
grass or stock-meat from the ficld to the stable or other place where the sume is to.
be consumed, under the penalty of ten pounds for every offence.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no master, owner or
possessor of any slave or slaves, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney,’
guardian, trustce, or otherwise howsoever, shall, under any pretence whatsoever,
discard or turn away any such slave or slaves being rendered incapable of labour or
service, by reason of sickness or disorder, age or infirmity ; but every such owner,’
master or possessor shall keep such slave or slaves upon his her or their respective
properties, and feed and provide them with wholesome food and decent comtfortable
cloathing and lodging and other necessarics, and not sufter them for want thercof,.
to wander about at large and become a nuisance, and burthensome to others
for subsistence: And it shall and mey be lawful for any white or free coloured
person to take up all such diseased or infirm slave or slaves who may be found going,
about at large as above mentioned, and to carry him her or them before any ot His
Majesty's justices of the peace, or any of the guardians for the town or parish where
taken up ; which justices of the peace or guardians shall, and he is bereby dirccted
to make immediate inquiry into the conduct of such owner, possessor, attorney or
trustee ; and if it shall appear to the said justice or guardian that the slaves going
about at large be owing to neglect or maltreatment from the owner, posscssor,
attorney or trustee, he she or they so oftending shall forfeit for every such offence
the sum of ten pounds current money, to be levied on their goods and chattels, by
warrant under the hand and scal of the justice or guardian before whom convicted;
one moiety to be paid to the person taking up the slave as aforesaid, and the other’
moiety to be paid into the hands of the treasurer for the public usesof this govern-
meni; und the owner, possessor, attorney or trustee shall forthwith enter 1nto
recognizance in the sumn of fifty pounds, with two sufficient securities in the sum of
twenty-five pounds each, that the slave shall in future be well treated, lodged, fed
and cloathed ; but in casc of neglect or refusal to enter into recognizance as afore-'
said, then it shall and may be lawful for the justice or guardian to commmit the
slave to the charge of the cage-keeper of the nearest town where taken up, to be
by bim lodged and fed, for which he shall be entitled ‘to receive from the owner,’
posscssor, a(torney or trustee, at the rate of half a dollar per diem, 1‘ecoveralzlc on’
his goods and chattels weekly, by warrant under the hand and seal of the justice or
guardian committing, until he shall have entered into recognizance as aforesaid. And
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all masters and
mistresses, owners, ot in their absence, managers- and ovérseers of slaves, shall, as
much as in thein lies, endéavour thé instruction of their slaves in the principles of
the Christian religion, whereby to- facilitate their conversion, and shalt do their
utmost exertions to fit them for baptism, and, as soon as conveniently can be, cause
to be baptized all such as they can make sensible of u duty to God and the Christian
faith : which ceremony the clergymen of the respective parishes are to perform
gratis, dand also to attend them in sickness, when their spiritual aid may be
required. ‘

. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, upon every planta-
tion or estate in these Islands, there shall, within four months from and after the
publication of this Act, be erected and built a good and sufficient hospital, in proportion
to the number of slaves on such plantation. or estate, in a proper and healthy
situation for the infirm and sick slaves, with proper attendants, into which all the
slaves who shall be absent from their work under any pretence of sickness, shall be
ordered and put by the manager or person having the charge of such plantation and
slaves, who is hereby further required and directed to keep an hospital book, with.
the names of the slaves so admitted, the dates of their admission, and also of their
dismission, or death; and in which shall be inserted by the surgeon, or other
medical attendant of the said plantation, the nature of their complaints or diseases,

And. be it enacted by the authority aferesaid, That at the time limited and
appointed, or to be limited or appointed, in any and cvery tax bill, for giving ina
list of taxable objects in every year, the owuer, overseer, or manager of every
plantation or estate shall give-in, on oath, a particular account of all the births and
deaths of the slaves of such plantation or estate, for the preceding year, under the
penalty of twenty pounds for every omission, to be recovered fronr the owner of
such plantation or estate : And if the not giving in on oath such accounts, shall be
owing to the neglect of the manager or overscer of such plantation or cstate, it shall
and may be lawful for the owner or possessor of such plantation or estate, to stop:
and. detain the penalty he or she shall sufler by this law, out of the wages of such
manager or overseer. : '

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That such account shall also contain
the causes of the deaths of such slaves as shall have died during the preceding year,
to be certified by the surgeon or principal medical attendant of such plantation or
estate, to the best of his knowledge, judgment, and belief.

And in order that encouragement may be given to the increase and protection
of negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, "Fhat every female
slave, who shall have six children living, shall be exempted from hard labour ; and
the owner or possessor of such {emale slave shall be exempted from all taxes for
such femalc slaves ; and a deduction shall be made for all such {female slaves from
the taxes of such owner or possessors, by certificate of the person or persons to be
appointed by any tax bill to be hereafter passed, for taking the list of taxable objects’
directed: to the treasurer of this Island for the time being ; for which purpose proof
shall be given.on oath, to the satisfaction of such person or persons, not only that the
requisite number of children, together with the mother, ave living, but also that the
mother is exempted from all kinds of hard labour, and is provided with the means

of an casy and comfortable maintenance.

And in order to prevent any person from mutilating or dismembering any slave
or slaves, be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it any master,
mistress, owner, possessor, or other person whatsoever, shall, at his her or their
own will and pleasure, or his her or their direction, or with his her or their
knowledge, sufferance, privity or consent, mutilate or dismember, or causc
to be mutilated or dismembered any slave or slaves, he she or they shall
be liable to be prosecuted by information or indictment, for every such offence,
in the Court of King's Bench and Grand Sessions, or any other court of similar
Jurisdiction in these Islands; and upon conviction, shall be punished by fine,
not less than oune hundred, nor exceeding five hundred pounds, and imprison-
ment - not exceeding twelve months, for cach and cvery slave so wutilated or dis-
memnbered ; and such punishment is declared to be without prejudice to any action
tlmt' can ov may be brought at common law. for recovery of damages for or on account
of the same ; and in very atrocious cases, where the owner of such slave or slaves
shall be eonvicted of such ofience, the justices of the court before -whom such
ctibnd_vr H have heen tricd amd convicted, are hereby empowered,, in case tlholx.i
Y o T ahatt
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GRENADA.  shall think it necessary for the further protection of such slave or slaves, to declare
G and adjudge him her or them free, and discharged of and from all manner of
servitude to such owners, to all intents and purposes whatsoever ; and in all such
cascs, the justices of such court are hereby authorized and empowered, if
to them it shall appear necessary, to order and direct the fine adjudged by them to
be paid into the hands of the treasurer of these islands to the use of the public; the
treasurcr {or the time belug, in consideration thereof, paying to such of the said slaves
zo freed and discharged from servitude as aforesaid, the sum of ten pounds yer
anuam towards his her or their maintenance and support during life ; and in case
ot any such mutilation or distnembering of any slave or slaves being committed as
aforesaid, it shall and may be Jawful to and for the said guardians, or any one or
more of them, upon complaint and application to him or them made by such slave
or slaves so muiilated, and they are hereby required, upon view and certainty of
the fact, to send such slave or slaves so mutilated forthwith to the nearest cage
where such offence shall have been committed; or if such complaint and informa-
tion that any slave or slaves is or are so mutilated shall arise from the probable
intelligence of any other Slave, or otherwise, to issuc their or his warrant to any
constable, ordering him immediately to proceed to the place where such slave or
slaves so mutilated may be, and bring him her or them, and if under eonfinement,
to release and bring him her or them before such guardian or guardians, who on
view and certainty of the fact as aloresaid, shall send such slave or slaves so muti-
lated, to the ncavest cage as aforesaid ; which slave or slaves shall be there safely
kept by the cage-keeper, but not worked, at the public expense, until the determi.
nation of the prosceution, which the said guardians ave hereby directed and required
to pursue and carry into cffect against the perpetrators of the said mutilations, in
manner aforesaid ; and the keeper of such cage is hercby requived to receive such
slave or slaves into his custody, and during such time as such slave or slaves shall
be detained in the cage, to provide and allow a sufficient quantity of proper food
daily for his her or their sustenance and support, at the expensc of the person
oflending as aforesaid, and under the direction and approbation of the said guardians,
who are hereby authorized to issue their warrant for payment of the same, to be
levied on the goods and chattels of the offender.

Claufe XV, And be it further enacted by the authovity aforesaid, That at the first meeting

Aflembly to appoint of the Council and Assembly after the first day of January in the year of our Lord

Z"I&’l‘ﬁ&??nf’lﬁf?f bt one thousand seven hundred and ninety-cight, and at the frst meeting thereof

every yeal after the first dav of January in cach and cvery subsequent year during the
continuance of this Act, the llousc of Assembly shall procced to nominate and
appoint, with the approbation and concurrence of the Council, three fit persons for
cach parish, and for the island of Carrincou, and the other Grenadines, who shall
serve as guardians of and to the slaves belonging to the respective parishes, and the
Islands for which such guardians shail be so nominated and appointed ; and also:
three persons, being {recholders, resident in the town of Saint George, as guardians
of and to the slaves within the said town; and the clerk of the Assembly shall
publish in the first gazette or public newspaper to be printed after such nomina-
tion and appoingment, the names of the several guardians so appointed.

Gl XVI. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the guardians of Slaves hersine
Outh to be teken by after named and appointed, within ten days after the publication thereof, and all
the guardians. auardians of =laves within ten days after such notice of their appointment being
given as aforesaid, and before they proceed on the execution of their oftice, shall
apply themselves o some justice of the peace, and before him take the following

oath:
“ I, o0 B. do Swear, That I will diligently, truly, faitbfully, and impar-
“ tially perform the office of a Guardian of Slaves, in the parish of
[or, the town of Saint George] for which T am appointed
this present year, and will not, for favour and affection, on any con-
sideration whatsoever, excuse any person or persons offending against
or neglecting his her or their duty, as enjoined by an Act, intituled,
An Actfor the better protection, and for promoting the natural increase
and population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of
the Grenadines as are annexed to the Government thereof'; for com-
pelling an adequate provision for and care of them, as well in sickness
and old age asin health; ‘and for constituting and appointing Guardians
to cflectuate and carry into execution the regulations and purpos‘cslgf
. ¢ this.
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this Act;” nor will I, for hatred, malice, ill-will or partiality, prosecute, ~ GRENADA. y
present or punish any one, but in all things will comply with and e
conform to the directions, orders and duty enjoined me by the said

Act, acconding to the best of my understanding, skill, power, and judg-

“ ment. So helpme GOD.”

Which said oath cvery justice of the peace, on application to him for that purpose

snade by the guardian, is hereby authorized and required to administer and transmit,

within ten days ajterwards, a certificate thereof, to be filed in the sceretary’s office 1 Peralty on guardian
And if any guardian so nominated, and having such notice of his nomination as fefufing toad, or o

. ~ o ye A " e fworn, &c,

aforesaid, shallrefuse to act in his suid office, or shall neglect or refuse to be sworn

as aforesaid, or who being sworn and acting, shall neglect his duty, or abuse the

powers by this Act vested in himy, he shall for every such offence forfeit fifty pounds

current money, to be recovered in the court of King's Bench and Grand Session,

by indictment or information, to be paidinto the public treasury ior the public uses

of the colony ; and any person having served the oflice of guardian for one yearshall Guardians having
not be compelled or compellable to serve the same oftice again, until the expiration ﬁ;“:‘i D s
of two years thercafter, and in the mean time, until such appointment of guardians 3ga;f: until the ex-
can be made as aforesaid. . pirationoftwo years,

[43

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That, for the town of S7. Gieorge,— Claufe XVIL

The honourable Alexander Cockburn, John Orr, and William .Arnold, Esquires : Cuardians appoint-
Tor the pavish of St. Geeorge,~The honourable Alexander Scott, John Ross, and ed.
‘Wilson P. Richardson, Esquires: For the parish of St. David,~—"The honourable
Samuel Mitchell, James Hay, and Henry Palmer, Ilsquires: For the parish of
St. Andrew,—Thomas Robertson, Isanc Horsford, and James Campbell, junior,
Esquires: Tor tlie parish of 87 Patrick, —John Tlarvey, Nicholas Herbert, and
Alexander Fraser, Esquires : Tor the parish of St Murk,— Alexander Camphell,
GordonTurnbull, and William Sandback, Esquires: Forthe parish of :St. Jolu,—
John Maye, James Muays, and Alexander Brander, Fsquires: Tor the Iskwnd of
Carriacou, and the other Grenadines,—William Arbuthnot, Andrew Whitemary,
and John Bell, Bsquires, shall be and they are hereby appoinied guardians of and
to the slaves within their respective districts, and shall take the sae oath of ofiice,
and actand discharge the duty of guardiansin the same manner and under the samg
penalty, to be recovered ard applied in the same manner as if they were guardians
nominated and appointed in manuer preseribed by this Act.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be Cluwfe XVITL.
Jawful to and for the said guardians, or any two of them in their respective districts, ﬁ,‘;ﬁ"ﬂ:“g;:ﬁ;‘g‘;md
and they are hereby authorized and requived onte in every six months, (except the months to vifie the
guardians hereinbefore named and appointed, who are hereby authorized and ¢latesinthelrfeverat
required within the first three mounths), and at all other times when any complaint cnguireinto the
or information shall appear to render their presence necessary, to visit the scvgml Ff';‘m-)}‘:c‘m:ts-’ :«mllltol
estates and plantations within their respective districts, and to hear and enquire into e e Srounds,
the complaints, and enquire into and inspect the grounds, clothing, lodging, main- And to examine
tenance, and treatment of the slaves within their respective districts, and into the ;‘;}"“(“é‘g";‘,&g}y i
state and condition of furniture and comeniences of the hospital 5 and for a more yicious circumtance
effectual discovery of the truths with respeet to the cloathing, lodging, feeding and ;:{‘A‘t‘l:}:;}‘: thele
maintenance of the Slaves, as well in sickness as in health, shall examine the ™ » e
manager and principal overseer, and the surgeon or medical attendant on such
cstate or plantation, and all other persons likely to be able to give testimony, i
from any suspicious circumstances or circumstance it shall appear necessary to a
majority of the said gnardians, touching the same, after having first administered
to such manager, principal overseer, or other frec person, an oath of the following
tenor : ‘ »

“ I, 4. B.will true answer make to all such questions as shell be put to me, g:éi o ‘:;;t;f:gé?'s‘
“ touching the numbers, ages, cloathing, feeding, maintenance, and treats overfeer, &
“ ment of the Slaves upon and belonging to the estate of ,
¢ [or, within the town of St. George]. So helpme GOD.’

Ard if any manager, principal overseer, or other white or free person, s{xall refgs
to be sworn, or when sworn, to answer such questions as shall be putto him relative
to the scveral matters mentioned in the said oath, he shall forfeit fifty pounds, to be
recovered in the manner hercinafter mentioned, and to be paid into the treasury, for
the public uscs of the colony : And in case of the wilful and corrupt perjury of an?r

such

¢ Penalty for refufing
to be {worn.
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4 COLONIAL LAWS RELATING TO

'GRENADA.  such white or free person, he shall and’ may be prosecuted By presentmient, indiet-
~ ment or information, and be punished as in eases of wilful and corrupt’perjury at
common law ; and if, on enquiry into the complaint or complaints made by any of
the slaves of any cstate, plantation or town, or on view, or from the examination
of the manager, principal overseer, or such other white or free persons or otherwise,
it shallappear to the said guardians in their respective districts, or any two of them,
that any offerice hath been committed against this Act, then and in every such case
they arc hereby authorized and strictly required, without delay, by all or some of
the ways and means hereby in that respect provided, to sue and prosecute the
oftender and offenders for the recovery of such penalty or penalties, or to such
punishment or punishments asis or are by this Act annexed to the offence or offences
by himor them committed ; and all suits and prosecutions carried on by orin the
names of the said guardians, any one or more of them, with the approbation of
two of them at least, shall be maintained by the public, and the expenses attending
the same defrayed out of the public treasury.

Claufe XIX. And whereas the manumitting and setting free slaves, deceased, blind, aged or
ﬁ;ﬁ’:;‘f;:;‘;’m pay Otherwisc disabled from: working, without making provision for their sustenance and
100/ in the public comfort, ought to be prevented, as it obliges them to ramble about and beg for
trealury. subsistence, whieh frequently compels them to the necessity of robbing and stealing,

and leads thein to other bad practices to support themselves

And whereas it is also necessary to discourage the too frequent and indiscriminate
manumission of slaves, without a sufficient provision being made for their suppeort;
BE it thercfore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the publieation
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons to manumit or set free
any slave or slaves belonging to him her or them, without first paying in to the
treasurer of these Islands for the time being, the suny of one hundred peunds eurrent
money, for ecach and every slave so manunutted; and the treasurer is hereby
directed and required to certify on the back of the manumission, that such sum has
been to him paid ; and no manumission executed after the publication of this Act,
without such certificate, shall be of any force or validity whatsoever.

Claufe XX. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That each and every person so
manumitted, shall be entitled to receive an anuuity of ten pounds, current money,
to be paid by the treasurer, one moiety every six months, who is hereby authorized
and required to pay the same for and during the natural life of such person or persons:
so manumitted, and sct free as aforesaid.

Claufe XXI, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That i case any person or
persons so manumitted as aforesaid, shall be absent from this government, he she
or they shall be entitled to receive such annuity as aforesaid, upon transmitting or
producing to the treasurer of thesc islands, a certificate from the rector of the parish
where such person or persons may actually reside, or from any of His Majesty’s
justices of the peace in such parish, island, or place, of him her or them, being
then alive, and conducting or behaving him her or themselves as peaceable and
good subjeets, and such certificate shall be a sufficient warrant to the treasurer for
the time being to pay the annuity, or arrears of annuity as aferesaid.

Claufe XXII. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in cases of any heinous erime,

Penalty on perfons misdemeanor, or other disorderly conduct of any such person or persons so manu-

manumitted, being . i .o, ) R o3

convicted of any  Iitted and set frec, on conviction thereof, on the oath of one or more credible

heinous offence or  witness or witnesses, before any three of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, such

diforderly conduct. . . ner Yendi (o His Maijes is heir d fae
person or persons so offending shall forfeit to His Majesty, his heirs and successors,
the whole of such anuuity, or so much thereof as the said justices in their judgment
may think proper, in proportion to the heinousness of the effence committed ; such
forfeiture to be applied to the public uses of this government.

Claufe XXIIT. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or
i?(gggzc\mgf&lcllfl"ﬁ} persons,.whpse usual. residence has been in this government, shall at any time. after
this government and the publlc.atlon of this Act, be manumitted or set free by any deed of manumission,
obtaining a manu- executed in any other place than within this government, such manumission shall
I‘)’;;‘Cr::“dg;n::({;’;}:ff be and is hereby declared to be null and veid in this government, to all intents and
until the fum of 100/, purposes whatsoever, any law custom or usage to the contrary in anywise not-
})lfchp;lcf:'fo‘g vy withstanding, until the sum of one hundred pounds be by each and every such
treafury. person so manumitted, paid into the hands of the treasurer as aforesaid, which

shall
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shall entitle the person paying the same to reccive the annual sum of ten pounds,
as hercinbefore mentioned. :

And be it cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That all penalties and forfeitures
in this Act mentioned, the recovery aund application whereof have not already been
declared, shall be recovered in the said court of Common Pleas, by action of debt,
bill, plaint, or information, and paid into the hands of the public treasurer for the
public uses of this colony. ’

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any guardian of slaves
shall be sued or molested for any thing done by virtue of this Act, he shall and
may plead the general issue, and give this Act and the special matter in evidence :
And if the plaintiff be nonsuited or discontinues his action, or a verdict be found
against him, be shall pay treble costs of suit: And this Act shall be deemed a
Public Act; and all judges, justices, and jurors, are to take notice thereof accord-
ingly, without specially pleading the same.

And be it cnacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall be and remain
in force from the publication thereof, forand during the term of two years thercafter,
and until some further or other provision shall be made by the Legislature for the
purposes of this Act.

*.F The 20th, 21st, and 22d Clauses of this Act, as well as a part of
the 23d, have been repealed by an Act of the Legislature of the
25th October 1806.
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