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JVn ACT for the punishment (Sf Slaves under sentence of banishment or 
confinement to hard labour in-chains, who shall escape or attempt to escape 
irom.their places of confinement or employment, and to make it lawful for the 
.Magistrates to condemn to hard labour, in chains for life, or for a limited time. 
Slaves convicted under the several Acts for the trial and punishment of 
criminal Slaves. [13 May .1797.} 

■Preamble. 

-Claufel. 
Slaves fenlenced to 
b.mi(hmcnt from this 
jlV.nui, or to be cou- 

AV H ERE AS by an act of this lsland,intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual trial 
^nd punishment of slaves who may have been or may hereafter be concerned in the 
rebellion and insurrection now existing in this Island,” it is enacted and ordained, 
That slaves convicted of certaiti crimes therein mentioned may be sentenced to 
banishment, to hard labour in chains for life, or for any shorter period, to be banished 
afterwards: And whereas frotn various causes it hath not been found practicable to 
•transport from the Island several slaves now under sentence of banishment, in 
pursuance of the said Act, in consequence of which it hath been found expedient to 
employ the said slaves in works of labour for the advantage of tUe colony 4 And 
whereas from the negligence of the persons superintending such slav#='s, so employed 
as aforesaid, or fi’om the want of proper places to confine thcin in out of the hours of 
labour, many of the said slaves may and actually do escape; who, by joining other 
ill-disposed people in the colony, may again kindle up the flames of sedition and 
insurrection which have so lately ravaged the Island: And whereas tiie said sentences 
of banisiunent, and confinement in chains to hard labour for life, have in general, 

.from motives of humanity and to spare the efiusion of human blood, been past on 
objects who from the enormity of their crimes deserved, and from the rigour of 
the law would have been condemned to <lcath, but which humane system would be 
attended with the worst of consequences, if they or any of them get again at large in 
the Island, for remedy of so alarming an evil, we, Yonr Majesty’s most dutiful, loyal 
and obedient subjects, the captain general of these Your Majesty^s Islands of Grenada 
and tile Grenadines thereon dependant, and commander in chief therein, the members 
of Your Majesty’s council, and tlie representatives of the people of the said Islands, in 
general assembly convened, pray Youriuost excellent Majesty that it may be ordained, 
and be it and it is hereby enacted and .irdaincd by the authority of the same, That 
from and immediately after the publication of this ActaUand every such slave or slaves 
who now are or who hcieai ter inay be.sentenced to be banished from this Island, or to 

lined to h:ud bboiu' becoiilincd to hard labour in chains for life, or for any shorter period, and vvho shall 

niortcr'pJ?od;'^atid hrcuk loosc 01' ruii away from the place of his her or their confinement,, or 
who (haUeicape, wlio shall be absent for the space of forty eight hours from the custody of the person 

fronf’ittce'^o'f' charge ot him her or them, shall on conviction thereof be declared guilty of 
coiwinemcnt!' 0? be feloiiy, aiid shall suffer death or sucli other punisliincnt as the magistrates presiding 
.•ibfent 48 hours from on tlic trial of such shivo 01’ slavcs shall direct 
cnflody of perfon 
biiving charge, to fnflcr dc.atli or othe;'puiiitlmient according to difcrction of magirtratc. 

C'^afe II. And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That every slave charged with the 
Slaves charged^^with of escaping, breaking loose or running away Iruni the place of his her or their 

from'phcVot^con- confiiiemcnt. or of liaving bc.'^n absent for the space of forty-eight hours from the 
fmement,-10^beamed custody oftliG jicvson having chaTgo of him her or them, shall be tried in the manner 

nc^i-oes°* prescribed by ll'.e Act above recited for the trial of slaves guilty of high treason and 
other oireiices, and the record of the former conviction of the said slave or slaves, 
and ol‘ the sentence passeil on liini her or them, together with the evidence of any 
one free person or .slave to the fact of his her or their having escaped from the place 
of his lier or their coiiliucinent, or of his her or their absence lor the space of forty 

together \viti> eX’ eight lioui’s 01' moro iVoiii the custody of the person having charge of him her or 
ticnce of anyone free them, shall be and it is hereby adjudged and declared to be sullicicnt proof to convict 

Ws^^'hav'ing'Sped 
*rom place of confinement, or ahfcncc for 84 hours or more from cuAody, declared to be fufficient proof of conviction. 

Anti be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
all and every slave or .slaves ivho shall be transported from the government, in 
consequence of sente’nce of banishment having been pronounced against him her or 
them, and who shall hereafter return to any part of this government, shall, on conviction 
thereof in manner prescribed by the last clause, be declared guilty of felony, and 
shall sufftr death. 

Preamble. And wlictcas from various causes it may be.found necessary to continue to employ 
criminal 

guilty of high' 
treafon. 
Record of fo.'incr 
conviSlion of fuch 
Have, and of Cen- 
tence palftd on him, 

Claufc III. 
Slaves returning 
from tranfportation 
vnder this aft, to 
iuffer de.aili. 
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•criminal slaves in chains or works of labour for a considerable time; and as it is 
expedient from -motives of humanity and policy to adopt such punishments in many 
cases in lieu of others, ifor slaves convicted of offences under the several acts of this 
Island at present in force for the trial and punishment of criminal slaves; BE it and 
it is hereby enacted and ordained. That from and after the publication of this 
Act, it shall and may be lawful for any of. His Majesty’s justices of the peace 
before whom any slave or slaves shall be tried for any offence, and who shall be 
convicted thereof^ the punishment for which would be, agreeably to the said acts now 
in force, corporal punishment or imprisonment for life, to condemn such slave or 
slaves, in lieu thereof, to be worked in chains for any limited time, or life, at the 
discretion of the court before whom such slave or slaves shall be tried and convicted; 
and whenever any slave or slaves shall be sentenced to be worked in chains for life, 
he she or they shall be appraiserl in the §aine inanne.r as is prescribed for slaves 
sentenced to 'death, and sliall from thenceforth be considered as the property of the 
public to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

thereof, to be worked in chnins for any limited time, or life; or when for 
paid for, and become the property of the public. 

GRENADA. 

Claufe IV. 
Jufticcs of the peace 
before wlioni .any 
(lave (hall be tried for 
any otfence, and who 
(Iiall be conviflcd 
thereof, the nunidi' 
inent (or vvnich 
would be, agreeably 
to faid afls now in 
force, corporal pu- 
nidiinent or impri- 
fonnient for life, to 
condemn fuch llave 
or (laves, in lieu 
life, to be appraifed, 

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, That all and every slave so v. 
sentenced to hard labour in chains for life, or for any time limited, agreeably to the C'ho arc fcntenced*to 
last clause of this Act shall he and ho she or they ai'e hereby declared to be to all work in chain* (br 
intents and purposes subject in similar ca.ses to the punishment prescribed by the o''for “ 
6rst clause of this Act, lor such .slave or slaves as shall escape, break loose, the offence* cre.nted 

or runaway from the place of his her or tlrcir confinement, or wlio shall be absent c'aufe, 
for the space of forty-eight hours or more from the custody of the person having [ik'/mamien 
charge of him her or them and shall be tried accordingly, and in order the more 
effectually to prevent slaves so escaping or running away from being harboured or 
concealed, os well as to encourage the discovery and apprehending of the same; 
BE it and it is liereby enacted and ordained. That upon information being given cLiufc vr. 
to any one of His Majesty’s justices of the peace, of any slave or slaves who have luformation being 
escaped or run away from the place of his her or their confinement, being harboured of aTy (lavesVavy*^* 
or concealed, it shall and may be lawful for such magistrate to issue his warrant to ing efcaped, or run 

any constable to apprehend and bring before him the person or persons suspected crnLaneut^orfroni 
of harbouring or concealing such slave or slaves; and if it shall appear to the magi- keeper? magiftrateTo 
strate, that he she or they really did wilfully conceal or harbour such slave or slaves, i<rue hi* warrant to 

or were privy to the harbouring or concealing of such slave or slaves, knowing the h?nd'pewhns 
same to be a runaway or runaways under the sentence of the law, he she or they, if ceaiing them, and on 
free, shall, on conviction of the said offence by the Oiith of a free person, be forth- to”be commltted^’to 
with committed to the common gaol of the Island, there to be without bail or main- gaol for any time un- 
prize for any term not exceeding thirty days; and if a slave or slaves, he she or they jfer 30day* without 
shall on conviction, by the testimony of a free person, or of a slave, be ordered by the {,?’worked in*chain* 
magistrate to hard labour in chains for any time not exceeding thirty days, and shall not exceeding 30 
suffer such corporal punishment besides, as the magistrates shall think fit to direct. 

And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained. That every free person giving claufe vir. 
information to a magistrate of such slave or slaves being so harboured or concealed 
as aforesaid, shall, on conviction of the offender, be entitled to receive from the tion of*concealmenti 
public treasurer of this Island, the sum of six pounds twelve shillings current money, to get 6/. u.j. if 
by warrant under the hand and seal of the magistrate to whom the information is 3/. 6/. 
given; and every slave giving information as aforesaid, shall be also entitled to receive 
from the public treasurer the sum of three pounds six ^hillings current money, 
to be paid on conviction of the offender, by warrant under the hand and. seal of 
the magistrate to whom such information is given. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That this Act shall be deemed a claufe viir. 
Public Act; and all judges, justices and jurors are required to take notice thereof Thi* Aft declared to 
iiccordingly. * Public Ait. 

An ACT for the better protection and for promoting the natural increase and 
population of Slaves within the Island of Grenada, and such of the Grenadines 
as are annexed to the government thereof, for compelling an adequate pro- 
vision for and care of them, us well in sickness and old age as in’ health; 
and for constituting and appointing Guardians to effectuate and carry into 
execution the regulations and purposes of this Act. [9 Dec. 1797.] 

WHEREAS the laws heretofore made for the protection of slaves, and for preamble, 
divers other of the benevolent purposes intended by this present Act, having been 

--fi- • S temporary. 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


