An ACT

Lor the better Ovder and Government
of Sluves.

Hereas 1t ts found by Experience,

that the often Infurreltions and
Rebellions of the Slaves within this 1.
{land hath proved the ruin and deftruti-
on of {everal Families; to the end ghere-
fore that they may be punifhed actord-
ing to their Demerit, and their bloody
and inhuman Pratices; be it enalted
by his Majelty’s Lieutenant-Governour,
Q Coun-
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Council and Aflembly, and it is hereby
cnafled and ordained by the Authority
of the fame, That no Perfon whatfoever
fhall give leave to any Slave under his,
her or their Care, Charge or Ownerfhip,
(unlefs fuch as wait on their Perfons or
go in Liveries) to go out of their Planta.
tion without a Ticket or White Servant,
in which Ticket there is to be exprefled
their Names and Number, and alfo from
and to what Place, on Penalty of pay-
ing for their taking upas Runaways; and
whofoever fhall not endcavour to take
up or apprehend any Slave coming into
their Plantations, or where they have
Care or Charge, (except as before except-
ed) and apprehending fhall not pumfh
them by moderate whipping, fhall for-
feit Forty Shill.ngs. And it any Slave
{hall offer any Violence, by ftriking or
otherwife, to any White Perfon, fuch
Slave fhall be punifhed at the Difcretion
of Two Juftices and Three Freeholders,
who may infli& Death or any other Pu-
nifhment according to their Difcretion;;
Progided fuch friking or conflit be
not by Command of his or their Qwners,
Overfeers or Perfons intrufted over them,

or in the Lawful Defence of their Owners
Perfons or Goods.

And
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And be it furcher enalted by the Au-
thority aforcfaid, That all Slaves fhall
have Cloths, that 1s, Men Jackets and
Drawers, and Woman Jackets and Pet-
ticoats, or I'rocks, once every Year, on or
before the 'Twenty Fitth Day of Desensber,
upon Penalty of Five Shillings for every
Slave’s wanting ; one half to the Infor-
mer, the other half’ to the Parith where
{fuch Defaule {hall be made; and the fe-
veral and refpeltive Conftables within
this Hland fhall take Carc to prefeat to
the Jultices all Owners or others that
have the Care of Slaves, that {hall noe
perform the fame every Year, the firft
Seffions in Jamuary, before the faid Con-
tables (hall be difcharged from their Of-
fices, And upon Complaint made by
any Slave or Slaves to any Conftable,
that the Owner or Perfon that hath the
Care of any Slave or Slaves hath not given
him, her, or them Cloths, as in this A&
15 exprelsy'd, the faid Conitable or Con.
(tables, to whom fuch Complainc fhall
be made, fhall cernfy the fame to the
Juftices in Seffions as aforefaid, which
faid Tuftices {hall caule the Owner or o-
ther Perfon as aforefaid to come before
them; and if whea appearing he, fhe
or they fhall make Oath betore the faid

Q2 Jus
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Juftices that the Complaint is unjuft, the
faid Oath fhall be a fufficient Difcharge.
And that the Conftables may not neg-
le@ their Duty herein, the Juftices of
the feveral Parifhes and Precinéts within
this Ifland are hereby requird and im-
power’d to give in Charge upon Oath
to every Conftable the due Execution
hereof ; and all Maftcrs and Owners of
Plantations fhall and are hereby requir’d
to have at all umes hereafrer one Acre
of Ground well Planted, with Provifion
for every Five Slaves he hath in his Plan-
tation, under the Penalty of Forty Shillings
* for every Acre fo wanting.

And be it further enated by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That no Perfon what-
foever, except thc Provolt-Marfhal at
the Goals of St. Jaco de la Veaa, Port-Royal
and Kjngfton, fhall keep any Runaway
Slave or Slaves, above len Days; nor
fhall the Provoft-Marfhal, or any othcr
Perfon whatfoever, imploy any of them,
or fuffer him, her or them, io their Cu-
ftody to want convenient Food, Water
and Lodging, on Penalty of Forty Pounds
for every fuch Offence, to be recovered
by the Owner ; and it the Provoft-Mar-
fhal or any other Perfon fhall fuffer fuch
Slave to die in his or their Cuftody, for

wanet
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want of Food and Water, or dry and
conventent Lodging, the Provoft Mar-
fhal, or any other Perfon 1n whofe Cu-
ftody {uch Slave was, {hall forfeit to the
Owaner or Owners Fifty Pounds for fuch
Slave or Slaves, to be recovered by Aét-
on of Debt in any Court of Record
within this Ifland.  And 1t the Provoft-
Marfhal, Deputy Mar(hal, or any other
Perfon under them or on their behalf, fhall
at any time prefume to {ell or difpofe of
any Slave or Slaves, not having been
Twelve Months in his or their Cultody, or
in any other Place, manner or times than
by publick Qutcry at the Town of St.
Jago de la Vega, 1n the times of the Sue
preme Courts, {hall forfeir the Sum of
Two Hundred Pounds Currant Money of
this Ifland.

And be it further enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That whofoever fhall
take up any Runaway Slave or Slaves,
fuch Perfon or Perfoas fhall bring the
faid Rupaways to his or their proper
Owners, if they know them, on Penalty
of Twenty Shillings, and receive for their
Pains for each Slave Twelve Pence per
Mile for the firft Five Miles, and Eight
Pence per Mile for every Mile more, pro-
vided 1t exceed not Forty Shillings in the

Q3 whole,
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whole, for each Slave; but if they do
not know the Owners, then to the nexe
Marfhal or Goal, vpon pain of Forterture
for everyDay heor fhe fhall keep fuch Slave
or Slaves beyond the faid Ten Days, and
thereof be conviCted by Confeflion or
Veadict, the Sum of Twenty Pounds.
And no Perfon fhall receive payment tor
the taking up any Slave or Slaves, ull he
give an account of hisown Name and Place
of abode, with the timeand Place when
and where taken up, with an account of the
Mark and Sex of all and every fuch Slave
and Slaves coming 1o their Cultody,
which they el canfe to be fairly written
and alhx’d upon a publick place ncar the
Goals of St. Jace e/10%2a, Rort-Rojel and
Kingfton; and the Delciipiion and Account
atorefaidevery fix Weens fhall be fairly
written and tranfmitted from and to each
‘and every of the three places before.
mentioned, and once every threce Months
to every Quarter Scflions of the Peace
within this Itland, and publickly afhxed
as aforcfaid, on the Penalty of two Hun-
dred Pounds ; and the faid Marfh. " {hall
enter the faid Account in a Book, and
alfo take a receipt from any Perfon to
whom he delivered the Runaway, with
a Defeription, of the Perfon to whom de-

hivered ;
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livered; and in Cafe the Marfhal or
Owner refufe to make payment for tak-
g up fuch Runaway Slave or Slaves,
and thereot Qath be made before any Ju-
{ticc of the Peace, the faid Juftice is here-
by authoriz’d and required to direét his
Warrant to any Conitable to caufe the
value thereof to be immediately levyed
upon the Goods of the faid Marfhal or
Owner, and the fame to be foldat publick
Outcry, and SatisfaZtion to be made to
the party aggrieved, returning the Over-
plus if any there be to the Owner: And
that it {hall and may be lawful for the
Marfhal to detain and keep in Cultody
the Bodies of fuch Runaways fo brought
unto him, until the Owners of them or
their Afhigns fhall pay unto him what he
lo paid to them who took them up, with
two Shillings {ix Pence per Pound for lay-
ing out the Money, and fo proportion-
ably for a greater or leffer Sum, and alfo
(ix Pence for every Four and Twent

Hours the {aid Slave or Slaves hat

been 1n Cuftody. And if the faid Mar-
fhal fhall willingly or negligently fuffer
anySlave or Slaves to efcape, to beimploy’d
or by any way or means to be out of his
Cuftody, before he, fhe or they {hall be
duly deliver’d to the Owner, his, her

Q4 or



233 1he L AW

or their Afligns, then the Marfhal (tall
forfeit to the Owner Fifty Pounds Currant
Money tor every Slave fo efcaping, em-
ploy’d, or being out of' their Cuftody
as aforcfzid ; And whatfoever Slave or
Slaves fhall take up any Runaways, hc
{he or they fhall have the whole Benef:
thereof; and it any Perfon [hall deprive
any fuch Slave of any {uch Beneft, he,
fhe or they fhall forfeir treble the Value.
And be it further enalted by the Au-
thorty aforefaid, That every Mafter,
Miftrefs or Overfeer of a Fawly m this
I{land, fhall caufe all their Slaves Houfes
to be diligently and cfleftually {earched
once every fourtcen Pays for Clubs,
Wooden Swords, or other mifchievous
Weapons, and hndmg any {hall take them
away and caufe them to be burnt; and
alfo upon Requeft made to fcarch the
fame tor ftolen Cloths, Goods or any
other things or Commodities, and any
Slave or Slaves in whofe Cultody fuch
{tolen Goods fhall be found fhall fuffer
Death, Tranfportation, Difmembring, or
other Pumifhment, at the Difcretion of
two Juftices and three Freeholders, or the
major part of them, one of whom tobe
a ]uﬂlce and alflo 1f there {hall be found
n the Cuﬁody of any Slave any thing

{uf-
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fufpeCted or known to be ftolen Goods, .
the fame fhall feize and take into their
Cuftody, and a full and exaét Defcription
of the particulars thereof fhall give in
writing within fix Days after Difcovery
theteof to the Clerk of the Parifh, or
Clerk of the Court of the Precinfls for
the time being, who are hereby requir’d
and impower’d to receive the fame, and
enter upon it the Day of its Receipt, and
give an account at the Parifh Church
or Court of the Precinéls in writing,
that {uch Goods loft are found, to the
end the Owner, giving the Clerk Proof,
by mark or otherwife, that the Goods loft
belong to him, he may have the fame
reftor’d, paying one Shilling three Pence to
the Clerk for his Entry, and Declaration of
the fame ; and the Parties by whom fuch
loft Goods are taken into Cuftody, are
hereby requir’d to make and {hall make
Reftitution of what is in being to the
Owner, on Penalty of Twenty Pounds
tor each negle&t or refufal, by Mafter,
Miftrefs, Overfeer or Clerk as afore-
faid. And if any Perfon whatfbever
fhall demand of any Maiter, Miftre(s
or Overfeer immediate Leave to fearch
all or any Slaves Houfe or Houfes in
their Plantation, for Goods loft by the

{ame
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fame Perfon, his Mafter or Miftrefs, the
Mafter, Miftrefs, Overfeer, or other
White Perfon refufing fuch Scarch, or
delaying the Perfon demanding the {3:ne,
fhall forteit the Sum of Twenty Pounds;
provided neverthelels, That no Perlon
whatfoever {hall prefome to demand
Leave to fearch as atorefaid, that hath
not a Certificate under the Hand of fome
Jultice of the Peace of that Precintt, fig-
nifying, that {uch Perfon hath made Oath
betore him, that he hath loft {uch Goods
as he requires to fearch for; and 1n cafe
there 1s no Jultice of the I'eace near, that
then the Perfon perform the fame within
Six Days after fuch Search n:. de, on Pe-
nalty of Twenty Pounds for «very fuch
Offence, the one half to the Ute  f the Pa-
rifh, the other half to the Party ojured.

And be 1t farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforelaid, That no Perle : fhall
attempt or endeavour to fteal «- carry
off this Ifland, hide, conceal, o mploy
any Slave, cn Penalty of Onc {Hundred
Pounds ; but wholoever f{hall actually
{teal a Slave, or defac: his, licr or their
Mark, fhall be gailey of Felony, and {hall
be excluded the Beneht of Clergy: And
whatfocver Slave or Slaves fhall hide or

entersain any Runaway Slave, or Slaves,
{hall
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{hall be feverally whipp’d by Order of
any Julticc of the Peace; and if the
Owncer or Owners, Overfeer, or other
Perfon, that f{hall have Care of fuch
Slave or Slaves, fo hiding or entertaining
any Runaway or Runaways, and fhall in
an;zt wile endeavour to prevent fuch Cor-
rection or Whipping as aforcfaid, upon
Proof thereof, f{hall forfeit Forty Shillings,
to be recovered betore any Juftice of the
Peace; the one half to the Ufe of the

Parifh, the other half to the Informer.
And be 1t farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That if any Preeman
or Servant {hall kill or take any rebelli-
ous Slave or Slaves, he or they {hall forth-
with receive as a Reward Five Pounds
currant Money; and it any Slave or
Slaves fhall kill or take any fuch rebellis
ous Slave or Slaves, he or they fhall re-
cetve Forry Shillings of like Money, and
a Serge Coac with a red Crofs on the
right Shoulder, which the Church-War-
dens of cach of the refpettive Parifhes
where {uch rebellious Slave or Slaves fhall
be killed or taken, are hereby requir’d to
pay out of the Parifh Stock ; and in Cafe
there be not fo much of the Parith Money
in the {aid Church-Wardens Hands, that
he or they pay the fame out of their own
Money,
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Money, which is to be reimbursd to
him or them, out of the firft Money
raifed in the next Year’s Tax, together
with Intereft for fo ready Payment of
the faid Sum: And if the fucceeding
Church-Wardens for the Year enfuing,
fhall refufe to pay and allow whatfoever
Sum or Sums are expended by virrue of
this Claufe, that the {ame (hall be heard
and determined by any Juftice of the Peace
in the Precin€ls, in the fame manner as is
provided in an Act, Entitled, An At im-
powering Fuftices of the Peace to deciae Dif-
ferences not exceeding Forty Shillings.

And be it farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That all and every
Slave and Slaves that fhall run away and
continue but for the Space of Twelve
Months, except fuch Slave or Slaves as
fhall not have been Three Years in this
Iland, fhall be deemed rebellious, and
their taking f{hall be paid accordingly ;
which Slave or Slaves fo taken, as a
Punifhment for their Crime, fhall -be
tranfported by Order of Two Jultices and
‘Three Freeholders, or the major part of
them, one of whom to bea Jultice, tho
no other Crime fhould appear againit
them ; which Order the Owner or Truftce
‘hall fee duly executed, under the Penalty

of
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of Fifty Pounds for each Offence, to be
~recover’d n any Court of Record in this

I{land.

And it is farther enatted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That if any Slave or
Slaves tranfported oft this Ifland by
Order of Two Juftices and Three Free-
holders, as aforefaid, for any Fault or
Crime, fhall at any Time wilfully return,
upon Complaint made to any Juftices of
the Peace, he upon view of the Record,
1s hereby impower’d, and on Penalty of
Fifty Pounds, immediately to iffue out a
Warrant under his Hand and Seal, to
any Marfhal or Conftable, forthwith to
apprehend and execute, by hanging or
otherwife, the faid Slave or Slaves fo re-
turning ; and 1t any Slave or Slaves con-
demned to be tranfported, {hall not be fent
by the Owners, according to the Judg-
ment of the Juftices and Freeholders who
condemned him or them, it fhalland may
be lawful for any Jultice, on Complaint
made, upon view of the Record of his
Tryal, to caufc hum or them to be exe-
cuted, by hanging or otherwife, asis be-
fore diretted.

And 1t 1s farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That it fhall and may

be lawhul for any Perfon to ruinate and
deftroy
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deftroy any Plantation deferted for the
fpace of Six Months, left it become a
Receptacle for Fugitives; and the Jufh-
ces in Scliions upon Complaint made,
whereby it appears to them, that any
fuch deferted Plantation doth remain un-
deftroy’d, to the Encouragement and
Maintenance of out-lying Slaves, the faid
Juftices are hereby 1mpowered to ifJue
out their Warrants to the Surveyor or
Surveyors of the Highways 1n that Pa.
rith or Precin@, for the deftroying the
Provifions in the {aid Plantations, who are
hereby requird and impowerd to caufe
the fame to be done, upon the fame Ac-
count and 1n the fame Manner, as if it
were upon the Repairing the Highways,
which fhall be allow'd 1n the Surveyor’s
Account accordingly.

And it 1s farther enafted by the Autho-
rity aforefaid, That every Commiflion
Officer within this Ifland fhall be, and is
hereby impower’d and requird, on No-
tice to him gtven, of the Haunt,Refidence,
or hiding Place of any Runaway Slaves,
to ratfe a convenient Party of Men, not
exceeding Twenty; and with them to
- purfue, kill, or take alive, all or any of
the faid Runaways, and fhall have and
receive from their Owners, as a Reward

for
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for their fo doing, Forty Shillings per'
Head for ail Slaves taken and brought
in alive, and Twenty Shillings per Head
for every Slave killed or driven Home ;
that is to fay, for all Slaves run away, that
{hall furrender themfelves after the going
out of the faid Party. All which Sums
fhall be recover’d before any Two Juftices
of the Peace, whoare hereby impower’d
and requir'd, upon Complaint made to
them, to proceed therein as in all Cafes,
of Forty Shillings; which faid Money
{hall be divided among the faid Party,
the Officer referving Three Shares to him-
{fclf. And whatfoever Commiffion Offi-
cer or Officers fhall neglett his or their
Duty therein, he or they fhall forfeit the
Sum of Twenty Pounds. ' _

And be it farther enaled by the Autho-
rity aforefaid, That upon Complaint made
to any Juftice of the Peace, of any Fe-
lony, Burglary, Robbery, Burning of
Houfes, Canes, rebellious Confpiracies,
or any other capital Offence whatfoever,
he the {aid Juftice fhall iffue out his War-
rant for the apprehending the Offender or
Offenders, and for all Perfons to come be-
fore him, that can give Evidence, (and
the Evidence of one Slave againft ano- -
ther, in this and ail other Cafes, {hall be

deemed
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deemed good and fufficient Proof). And
if upon Examination, 1t probably appears
that the Appretiended are Guilty, he (hail
commit him, her or them to Prifon,
and certify to the next Juftice the Caufe,
and require him by virtue of this Adt,
to affociate himfelf to him ; which fuch
Juftice is hereby required to do: And
they fo aflociated, fhall iffue out the:r
Warrant to fummon Three Frecholders,
ferung forth o them the Matter, and re-
quiring them at acertain Day and Hour,
and at fuch a Place as the Juftices and
Veftry, or the Jultices where no Veftry
15, {hall, asby this A&t direQed, appoint
for fuch Tryals; at which Time and
Place, the faid Jultices and Freeholders
{hall caufe the faid Offender or Offen-
ders, and Evidence, to come beforethem ;
and if they, on hearing of the Matter,
the {aid Freeholders being by the Juftices
firft {worn to judge uprightly and accord-
ing to Evidence, which Oaths the faid
Juftices are hereby impower’d and re-
quir'd to admimifter, fhall judge the Cri-
minal or Criminals guilty of the Offence
complain’d of, they or the Major part of
them, of whom one to be a Jultice, asin
. all Tryals within this A¢t, fhall give Sen-
tence of Death, Tranfportation, Difmem-
- bring,

\
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bring, or any other Punifhment, as they
in their Judgment fhall think meet to in-
fict, and forchwith, by their Wartrant,
caufe immediate Execution to be done by
the common, or any othet Executioner ;
(Women with Child only excepted, who
are hereby Repriv’d uill after Delivery)
and 1f they judge not the Criminals to
dic for any Crime, but to receive corpo-
ral Punithment; and that the Owner as
a Recompence, pay unto the Party or
Parties injur’d, a certain Sum of Money ;
that then in cafe the Owner or Owners re-
fufe to pay the {aid Sum, the faid Juftices
and Frecholders may adjudge the faid
Criminal or Criminals to the Party or
Pacties injue’d, his, her or their Heirs for
ever. And if any Slave or Slaves fhall
compafs or imagine the Death of any
White Perfon, and thereof be attainted
by open Deed before Two Juftices and
Three Freeholders, fuch Slave or Slaves
fhall fuffer Death, any thing herein to
the contrary notwith{tanding ; and that
all Petit Crimes, Trefpafles and Injuries
committed by any Slave or Slaves, {hall
be heard and determin’d by any of his
Majelty’s Juftices within thisIfland. And
if any Juftice, Freeholder, or Marfhal,
thall negle@ his or their Duty herein,

R {hall
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fhall refpetively forfeit Twenty Pounds
currant Money : Provided neverthelefs,
that when, and as often as any of the
aforemention’d Crimes are commutted by
more than one Slave, that fhall deferve
Death (Murder only excepted) that then,
and in all fuch Cafes only, one of the faid
Criminals {hall {uffer Death, asexemplary
to the reft, who are to be returned 1o
the Owners, atter having receiv’d fuch
corporal Punifhment as the faid Jultices
and Freeholders aforefaid {hall think ht
to inflift ; which Owner or Owners ot
Slave or Slaves fo deliver'd back, fhall
bear proportionably the Lofs of the faid
Slave o put to Death: And the Owner
of the {aid Slave fo put ro Death, with
the Owner or Owners of the {aid Slave
or Slaves not executed, fhall pay propor-
tionably the Damage done by the faid
Criminals to the Party or Partics injur'd,
as fhall be allotted them by the Ju-
ftices and Freeholders as afoiefaid, no
exceeding the Value of the Slave exe
cuted : Andif any Perfon fhall retufc to
an his, her, or their part {o allotted him,

er or then, that then, and n all {uch
Cales, the faid Juftices and Freeholders
are hereby requircd and impower’d to
ifluc eut their Warrant of Duiftrefs upon

the
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the Goods and Chattels of the Perfon fo
refufing, whether they be Owner, Exe-
cutor, Admimftrator, Guardian or Attor-
ncy, and {hall caufe the fame to be fold
at publick Out-cry, to fausty the faid
Money {b allotted them; to pay and re-
turn the Overplus, if any, to the Perfon
concern'd ; firlt deducting Twelve Pence
in the Pound tor the faid Diftrefs and
Saie.

And be it farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, Thatif any Perfon fhall
hide, conceal, or make away with any
Slave or Slaves, fufpelted to be guilty of
any capital Offence, and not upon De-
mand, bring forth the Slave or Slaves;
fuch Perfon fhall torfeit One Hundred
Pounds.

And be it farther enacted by the Aus
thority aforefaid, That if any White Ser-
vant {hall be taken {tealing any Wood or
Timber whatfoever, or any Bark fit for
Tanning, and be thercof convicted before
any Two of his Majelty’s Jufticesof the
Peace, the Mafter or Muftrefs of the faid
White Servant or Servants {o offending;
(hall pay unto the Owner or Proprietor
of the Land where the Offence f(hall be
committed, the Sum of Three Pounds

currant Moncy of this Ifland, to be re-
R 2 cover’d
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cover’d before the faid Juttices, who are
hereby impower’d and requir’d to order
the fame, as in all Cafes of Forty Shil-
lings ; but if upon any Slave or Slaves
{hall be found any Wood, Timber or
Bark, as aforefaid, fuch Slave or Slaves
{o offending, upon Proot thereot before
any Two Jultices of the ['eace, fhall be
by the faid Juftices condemn'd to ferve
the faid Owner or Owners, Proprietor or
Proprietors of the faid Land fix Months,
without any Satisfation given to ‘he
Perfon or Perfons to whom the faid 5i. ¢
or Slaves do belong, any Thing to the
contrary notwithitanding,

And be it farther enalted by the Autho-
rity aforefatd, That if any Perfon {hall
kili a Slave ftealing or running away, that
{hall by Night be found out of his O'wner’s
Ground, Road ot Path, and refufeth to
fubmut, {uch Perfon {hall not be hable to
any Damage or Action tor the fame, any
Law, Cuftom or Ulage to the contrary
notwithftanding.

And be it farther cnatted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That the Juftices and
Veltry, or the Jultices where no Veft-ies
are within the fevera] Parifhes and Pre-
cintts 1o this I{laed, fhall appoint a cer-
tain Place in cach Parifh or Precindt,

where
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where (hall be the Tryal of all Slaves for
capital Offences, and a Record fhall be
kept of all Proceedings thereon ina di.
(hin€t Book, by the Clerk of the Peace or
Clerk of the Veftry, where there are no
Clerks of the Peace of cach Precinét,
who ts hereby obliged to give his Atten-
dance at all fuch Tryals, for which heand
the other Ofhicers {hall receive fuch Fees
as the Juftices and Veltry, or the Juftices
where there is no Veftry, f{hall allow ;
which fhall be paid by the Parifh if the
Slave (hall fufter Death, but by the Owner
if Tranf{ported.

And whereas divers Slaves have of
late attempted to deftrov {everal People,
s well White as Black, by Poifon, the
Confequences of which fecret way of
murdering may prove fatal, it not timely
prevented :  Be it enatted by the Autho-
rity atorefaid, Thatif any Negro, or any
Slave or Slaves, before the making of this
A&, have malicioufly given or actempted
to give, or fhall hereafter malicioutly give,
attempt or caufe tobe giventoany Perfon
whatfoever, Free or Slave, any manner of
Poifon, altho the fame was never taken,
or if taken, Death did not or {hall not
enfue upon the Taking thereof, the faid
Slave or Slaves, together with their Ac-

R 3 ceflaries
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ceflaries as well before as after the Fa,
being Slaves and convifled thereof before
Two Jultices of the Peace and Three Free-
holders, as aforefaid, fhall be adjudged guil
ty of Murder, as it the Party or Partics
that took or {hall rake the fame had died,
and (hall be condemned to fuffer Death by
hanging, burning, or fuch other Way o
Means, as to the faid Jultices and Frec
holders fhall feem moft conventent.

And 1t 1s farther enacted by the Au
thority atorefaid, That all {uch as have
been Slaves and are already freed, as allo
all fuch as are now Slaves and {hall here-
after be declared Free, fhall for all Qtfen-
ces, Capial or Cruminal, be try’d and
adjudged after the Method and Manner
within this A& ; and the Evidence of a
Slave agaiaft them to be good and valid,
to all Intents and Purpofes, any Law,
Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary not-
withitanding,

And for the prevention of the meeting
of Slaves in great Numbers on Sundays
and Holy-days, whereby they have taken
Liberty to contrive and bring to pafs
many of their bloody and inhuman Tranfs
aCtions : Be it enacted by the Authority
aforefaid, That no Mafters or MiftrefTes,
or Overfeers, fhall fuffer any Druming

Of
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or Meeting of any Slaves, not belonging
to their own Plantation, to Rendezvous,
Fcalt, Revel, beat Drum, or caufe any
cther Difturbance, but forthwith endea-
vour to difperfe them, by him or her
felf, Overfeer or Scrvants; or not being
capacitated to do che fame, that he pre-
fently give Notice to the next Commif-
fion Officer to raife fuch Number of
Men as may be f{ufhcient to reduce the
faid Slaves: And the faid Commiffion
Ofhcer 1s hereby required and impower’d
immediately to raife the {aid Men, to
reduce and dilperfe the fa.d Slaves; and
whatfoever Owner or Owners, Qver{eer
or Commiffion Officer, fhall neglect his
or their Duty herein, {hall torfeir the
Suin of Forty Shillings for every {uch
Otfence, to be recover’d by Warrant be-
fore any Juftice of the Peace of the faid
Precinéts.

And be it farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That no Perfon what-
foever fhall permit or give Leave toany
Slave or Slaves of their own, or under
their Care, to hire out themfelves; orif
any Perfon whatfoever fhall hire any
Slave or Slaves in any other Way or
Manner than of their Mafters, Miftrefles,
or other Perfon impower'd to Let the

R 4 {aid
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faid Slave or Slaves to lire, or permir
them to Travel about the Country ; or if
any Qwner or Owners {hall contrat with
his, her or thetr Slave or Slaves, tor any
Sum of Money or other Confideration
whatfoever, to give I1berty to the faid
Slave or Slaves to imploy themfelves as
they fhall think fit, paying fuch Sum of
Money or other Confideration he, fhe or
they fhall forfeit the Sum of Forty Shil-
lings for every fuch Oftence, to be re-
cover’d before any Juftice of the Peace,
one half to the Informer, the other half to
be paid to the Church-Wardens of the
Parifh, tor the Ufe of the Partfh where
fuch Offence is committed; and if any
Slave or Slaves fhall buy or fell in any
Place or Market whatfoever, any other
Goods than fuch as properly belong to
their Owners, or are bought for their
Owner's Ufe, or are exprefs’d in a Ticket
from their Owner or Overfeer, fuch Slave
or Slaves, upon Complaint made to a
Juftice of the Peace, fhall immediately be
whipp'd by Order, and at the Difcretion
of the faid Juftice, and whofoever fhall
receive from, or buy or {ell with fuch
Slave or Slaves, contrary to the true Ia-
tent and Meaning of this Act, fhall for-
feit Ten Pounds for every fuch Offence,

to
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to be recovered in any Court of Record ;
and that the Oftenders again{t this Claufe
may not go unpunifh’d, the Juftices of the
feveral Parifhes and Precinéts are hereby
oblig’d and impower’d to give the pre.
fentment thereof in Charge to the feveral
Conftables upon Oath.

And be it farther'enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, that if any Perfon fhall
willingly, wantonly or bloody mindedl
kill a Negro or Slave, he, fhe or they l%
offending, being thereof convicted by Ver-
dict or Confeflion in the Supreme Court
of Judicature, fhall be adjudged guilty of
Felony for the firft Offence, and have the
Benefit of the Clergy, but the fecond Of-
fence {hall be deemed Murder, and the Of-
fender fuffer for the faid Crime according
to the Laws of England, Forfeiture of
Lands and Tenements, Goods and Chat-
tles only excepted.

And it 1s farther enalted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That all Mafters or
Owners of Boats, Wherries and Canoes
plying within the Harbourof Port-Royal,
{hall give their own Bonds of fifty Pounds
Sterling, not to carry any Negroes with-
out a [icket from their Owners or Qver-
feers, (except as before excepted) all
which faid Bonds are to be taken in the

King’s
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King's Name, and Recorded in the Se-
eretary’s Office, and thereupon due re-
covery to be made by all Perfons receiv»
mg Damage, in the fame manner as is
already appointed in the A& requiring
4k Mafters of Ships and Veflels to grve Se-
curity in the Secretary’s Office; and the Se-
cretary 1s hereby impowered to take one
Shilling as his Fee for each of the Bonds,
and no more. And 1n Cafe any fuch
Owners of Boats and Canoes fhall not
within forty Days, from and after the
Publication of this A&, give in their
Bonds to the Secretary as atorefaid, they
fhall forfeit forty Shullings for every Week
after the faid forty Days are expired ; to
be recovered by Warrant from any Ju-
flice of the Peace, and to the Ufe and Be.
pefit of fuch Perfon who fhall inform or
complain ot the fame.

And be it enatted by the Authority
atorefaid, That it fhall and may be law-
ful for the Juftice or Juftices and Free-
holders aforefaid, in the feveral Claufes
in this A& mentioned, to do thetr {eve-
veral and refpective Duties when Mar-
tial Law fhall happen to be in force, as
they might or ought to have done in
time of commen Law, any Law, Cu-
ftom or Ufage to the contrary notwith-
{tanding. And
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And it is farther enalted, That no
Slave fhall be free by becoming a Chrifti-
an ; and for payment of Debts and Legacies
all Slaves fhall be deemed and taken as
all gther Goods and Chattles are, in the
Hands of Executors or Adminiftrators;
and where other Goods and Chattles are
not {ufficient to fatisfy the faid Debts
and Legacics, then fo many Slaves as
are neceffary for the paymeat of Debts
and Legacies fhall be fold, and the
remaining Slaves, after the payment of
the faid Debts and Legacies, fhall be
judged, deemed and taken as Inheritance,
and fhall accordingly defcend ; and all
Children of Slaves, born in the Pofleffion
of Tenant for Life or Years, fhall remain
or revert as the Parents do, or fhould
have done, to him or her in Reverfion or
Remainder after Expiration of {uch Term,
of Years after the Death of Tenant for
Life or Tenant in Tail, after Poflibi-
lity of Iffue extintt ; provided neverthe-
lefs, that nothing in this Claufe fhall ex-
tend or be conftru’d to extend to Leafes
heretofore made, any thing in this or
any other At to the contrary in any wife
notwithftanding.

And be it farther enated, That all
Slaves afligned for Dower fhall be blli.

able
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able, proportionably with thofe belong-
ing to any Heir or Heirs, to the payment
of Debts but not of Legacies, any thing
to the contrary notwithftanding; pro-
vided, that nothing in this A& contain’d
fhall extend to hinder any Perfon, poflef-
fed in his own Right of any Slave or
Slaves, to {ell, or by Gift or otherwife,
difpofe of fuch Slave or Slaves, as he fhall
thick fit during his Life-time; which
Sale, Gift or Difpofal fhall be a prepe-
tual Bar to his Wife from any claim of
Dower in fuch Slave or Slaves.

And be it farther enatted by the Au-
thority aforefaid, that all Purchafes here-
tofore made of any Slave or Slaves from
any Perfons lawfully authoriz’d to d:fpofe
ot and fell the fame for good and
valuable Confideration, are hereby de-
clared to be as good and cffetual to all
Intents and Purpofes, as if the fame had
been by Deed in writing, any Law, Cu-
ftom or Ufage to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.

And to prevent Difputes that may a-
* rife for the futare about the Titles of or
to any Slave or Slaves, be it epalted,
That the Clerks of the Peace, or Clerk
of the Veltry where no Clerks of the
Peace are, of the feveral and refpeltive

Pa-
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Parifhes and Precints within this Ifland,
{hall keep a diftin& Book, in which En-
tries fhall be made of all Slaves fold and
difpos’d of from one Party to another;
in every of which Entries {hall be expref
fed the time of the Sale made, with. the
Names of the Vendor and Vendee, the
Name and Mark of the Slave or Slaves,
with the Confideration for which fold ;
which faid Eatry, if the Seller is lawful-
ly authoriz’d to fell or difpofe of {uch Slave
or Slaves, fhall bz as good and valid 1o
ratify and confirm the faid Sale or Sales,
as if the fame had oecn by Deed in writ-
ing under Hand <nd Seal, and {hall be held,
deem’d and adjudg’d to be a fufficient
Record and Evidence in any Court of Re-
cord within this Ifland ; and if by any
Perfon razed or embezzeled, the Perfon
fo offending fhall fuffer fuch Punifhment
as the Law hath provided againft {uch as
raze and imbezzle Records ; and for eve-
ry fuch Entry the Clerk fhall receive, if
but one Negro, feven Pence Halfpenny ;
if abov e, fitreen Pence and no more, And
if any Buyer fhall fail or neglet to make
Enery with the Clerk as aforefaid, he
{hall forfeit forty Shillings tor every fuch
Offence. And 1if the Clerk fhall refufe
or neglett to make fuch Entry, he ﬂ;all

or-



254 The 1. A W S

forfeit Ten Pounds for every fuch Offcnce
to the Party injur’d, to be recovered by
Altion of Debt in any Court of Regotd
within this Ifland, wherein no Elloign,
Proteftion or Wager of Law fhall be
allowed : Provided neverthelefs, That
this Claufe, or any thing therein contain’d,
fhall not be conttrued to extend to oblige
any Perfon or Petfons to make fuch En-
try of Slaves at their firlt .Impottation
into this Ifland, any thing in the above
Claufe to the contrary notwithftand-
ing. .

And be it enalted by the Authority
aforefaid, Thatall Mafters and Miftrefles,
Owners, or in their Abfence, Overfeers of
Slaves, fhall as much as in them lies, ¢n-
deavour the Inftruttion of their Slaves in
the Principles of the Chriftain Religion,
whereby to facilitate their Converfion,
and fhall do their utmoft endeavour to fit
them for Baptifm, and as foon as conve-
niently they can, {hall caufe to be Baptiz’d
all fuch as they can make fenfible of 2
Deity and the Chriftian Farth.

And be it farther enalled by the Au-
thority aforefaid, That the Juftices within
the feveral and refpeltive Parifhes and
Precints of this Ifland fhall ar the firft
Seflions in every Year, hmit and appoint

the
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the Number of Holy Days that fhall be
given to Slaves at the ufual Feftivals of
Chriftmasy Eafler and Whit[ontsde, any thing
to the contrary notwithftanding,

And be it farther enatted, That the
Juftices within their feveral and refpective
Parifhes and Precin€ts within this Ifland,
fhall caufe this Act to be publifh’d every
firft Seffions 1n the Year, on Penalty of
ten Pounds, to be paid by the faid Jultis
ces in Cafe of neglet or retufal, any Law,
Cuftom or Ufage to the contrary notwithe
{tanding.

And it is farther enalted by the Au.
thority aforefaid, That all Penalties men-
tion’d in this AGt, and not declar’d where
they fhall be recovered, or how difpos’d
of, not exceeding forty Shillings, fhall
be recovered by Warrant from any Ju-
{tice of the Peace; and all Penalties ex-
ceeding forty Shillings fhall be recover-
ed by Attion of Debr, Bill, Plaint or In-
formation in any Court of Record within
this Ifland ; one Moyety or half part of
all fuch Forteitures {hall be to our Sove-
reign Lord the King, his Heirs and Suc- -
ceffors, for and towards the fupport of
the Government of this Ifland, and the
contingent Charges thereof, and the other
Moyety or half part to the Informer, or

him



256 The LA WS

him or them that fhall {ue for the
{ame.

And be it farther enalted by the Au.
thority aforefaid, That one A&, enticl’d,
An AGE for better ordering of Slaves, made
at a Seffions held by Prorogation the
firft Day of Seprember, in the Twenty
Fifth Year of the Reign of King Charles
the Second, as alfo one other A&, en-
titled, An At for the better Goverament
of Slaves, made at an Aflembly con-
vened at St. Fago de s Vega, the Twen-
ticth Day of TFuly, in the fourth Year
of the late King Fames the Second;
both which fai§ Afts, and every
Claufe and Claufes, Thing and Things
therein contained, are hereby repealed,
annthilated, and made void to all In-
tents and Purpofes whatfoever, any
thing to the contrary notwithftand:
108




