An AE for the more effectual punifbing of Crimes commii- I 201.
ted by Slaves.

HEREAS by feveral Laws of this Ifland, the Punithment of Death is to be
infli¢ted on Slaves for committing fuch Crimes as by the faid Laws arc declared ;

which Crimes often remain undetected, by the Omiffion of the Owners or Proprietors pro-
fccuting fuch Slaves: For the encouraging therefore the Difcovery of all Crimes that fhall
hereafter be committed by any Slave, as aforelaid, be it enaéted by the Governor, Council,
and Aflembly of this his Majefty’s Ifland of Fainaica, and it is hereby enacted and ordained
by the Authority of the fame, That in all Cafes where any Slave fhull be put upon his Ownerprofc-
Trial by the Owner, Proprietor, or Pcrfon entrufted with fuch Slave, and fhall fuffer Death §lhve: fhall, i€
by the Scentence of fuch Perfons as are impowered to pronounce the fame, fuch Perfon fuch Slave be
fhall likewife enquire of his, her, or their Value, and certify the fame under the Hands of GRS Jevive
the Majority of them (one of which fhall be a Juftice of the Peace) to the Commiflioners the Value e
for the time being, for paying of Parties to be fent out for fupprefiing rebellious and run- him.
away Slaves ; which faid Commiffioners fhall, out of the Fund provided or to be provided
for that Purpofe, pay to the Owner or Owners, whofc Slave or Slaves the fame were be-
fore Conviétion, the full Value, he, fhe, or they were valued at by the faid Perfons who
tried and condemned him, her, or them, the faid Slave or Slaves; which faid Sum the faid
Commiffioners fhall pay to the faid Owner or Owners, in full Recompence of the Lofles
he, fhe, or they have fuftained : And in all Cafes of Murder, the Owner or Owners of the
faid Slave or Slaves killed, fhall receive the full Value of fuch Slave or Slaves, as well as
the Owner or Owners of the Slave or Slaves executed for fuch IMurder.

II. Provipep always, That no one Slave fhall be appraifed at above the Sum of Provi.
Forty Pounds, current Money of this Ifland; any Law, Cuftom, or Ulage to the contrary
in any wife notwithftanding.

III. Anxp be it further enated by the Authority aforefaid, That if the faid Commif- gerj-altxg.“
fioner (having Money fufficient in his Hands) fhall refufe to pay fuch Sum or Sums of ¢ hor payine
Money as fuch Slave or Slaves fhall be appraifed at, upon producing a Certificate as afore- the Vaiue ot
faid, the Owner, Proprictor, or other Perfon intrufted with fuch Slave, may bring an luch Staves o
Action of Debt in the Supreme Court for the faid Sum fuch Slave or Slaves were valued them, &c.
at; whereupon the Plintitf, on Judgement obtained, fhall recover treble Damages againit
the faid Commifiioner; any Law, Cuftom, or Ulage to the contrary notwithftanding.

IV. Axp be it further enafted by the Authority aforcfaid, That no Slave fhall be dif- NoShwero!
membered at the Will and Pleafure of his Malter, Owner, or Employer, under the Pe- fr“![’l“i"\‘{’.f;fji
nalty of One hundred Pounds 3 to be recovered in any Court of Record againft the Perfon Yy Ovner
who fhall difinember, or order the difmembering of fuch Slave or Slaves as aforefaid ; one
Half whereof fhall be to his Majefty, his Heirs, and Succeflors, for and towards the Sup-
port of the Government of this Ifland, and the contingent Charges thereot's the other
Half to fuch Perfon or Perfons who fhzll inform and fue for the fame.

V. Bur if any Slave, having been one whole Year in this Ifand, fthall run away, and Shweaben:
continue abfent trom his Owner’s Service for the Space of Thirty Days, upon Comphint ¥8 NSt
and Proof made of fuch Abfence by the Owner, Artorney, Truftee, or Guardian, bufore v:'sS
any two Juftices of the Peace and three Freeholders within this Ifland, purfiant to the 1+
Method and Dircctions preferibed by an A&, intituled, Ay AZ for ihe better Ondi and
Governinent of Slaves, it fthall and may be lawtul for fuch Tnflices and Freeholders o ordes
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r—~—"~—= fuch Slave to be punithed, by cutting off one of the Feet of fuch Slave, or inflitting fuch
1717. other corporal Punithment as they fhall think fic. )
'Im VI. Anp be it further enacted by the Aathority aforefaid, That if any Slave or Slaves
ment of 1 Slave {hall be feen playing with Dice, Cards, or at any other Game whatfocver, whereby any
for gaming.  Profit or Gain may arife, that fuch Slave or Slaves, fo feen or taken playing or gaming,
fhall, upon Complaint to any Juftice of the Peace, be whipped through the Strects of the
Town where fuch Offence fhall be committed 5 and in fich Parith where no Town is, in
the moft publick Place thereof, the Owner or Owners of fuch Slave paying the Charge of
fuch Whipping,. : '
VII. Anp whereas many and great Inconveniencies and Mifchiefs do and may arife and
happen by the Retailers of Rum and Rum-punch entertaining ot Negroes, and other Slaves
drinking and gaming in their Houfes ; be it thercfore further enalted by the Authority
Penalty on Re- aforefaid, That no Retailers of Rurn and Rum-punch, or other Liguors, from and after
@f’f"é&“m’ the firft-Day of Offober next, fhall fuffer any Negroe, or other Slave,.to game or ufe any
Negroes to © Sort of Play within their Houfes, or fuffer any Slave or Slaves to meet to drink therein,
drink or game under the Penalty of forty Shillings 3 to be recovered before any Juftice of the Peace in
In thelr the Parith where the Offence fhall be committed ; one Half whereot fhall be to fuch Perfon

as fhall inform or fue for the famme, the other Half to the Poor of the Parith where the

Offence fhall be committed ; any Xaw, Cuftom, or Ulage to the contrary notwithftanding.

VIII. Anp whereas the permitting or allowing of any Number of {ftrange Negroes to
affemble on any Plantation or Settlement, or any other Place, may prove of fatal Confe-
quence to this your Majefty’s Ifland, if not timely prevented : And forafmuch as Negroes
can, by beating on Drams, and blowing Horss, or other fuch like Inftruments of Noife,
give Signals to each other at a confiderable Diftance of their evil and wicked Intentions ;

Penalty on 0. D€ it further enacted, That in one Month’s Time after the pafling of this A&, no Pro-
verieer, & of prietor, Artorney, or Overfcer, prefume to fuffer any Number of ftrange Negroes, exceed-
f-; ',‘;gfi*;‘g:gove ing Five, to affemble on his Plantation or Settlement, or on the Plantation or Scttlement
fiveNegroesto under the Care of fuch Atrorney, or Overfeer ; nor fhall any Proprictor, Attorney, or Over-
zgc:t‘g]ggl‘el‘e’ feer, fuffer any beating on Drums, Barrels, Goards, Boards, or other fuch like Inftruments
R ©  of Noife on the Plantations and Settlements, as aforefaid, under his or their Care, under
the Penalties hereafter mentioned 3 that is to fay, every Proprictor or Attorney that fhall
offend contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, fhall for every fuch Offence
forfeit Ten Pounds, current Money of this Ifland ; and every Overfeer that fhall offend
contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this A&, fhall for every fuch Offence forfeit the
Sum of Five Pounds of the like current Money : All which Forfeitures fhall be recovered
before any Two of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, by him, her, or them that fhall
complain of the fame ; the one Moiety or half Part to our Sovereign Lord the King, his
Heirs and Succeflors, for and towards the Support of the Government of this Ifland, and
the contingent Charges of the fame ; the other Moiety or half Part to the Perfon or Per-
fons complaining ; any Law to the contrary thercof notwithftanding,. . )
chich Mellbe 1%+ AND be it alfo further enadted, That any Juftice of the Peace, upon Complaint
ievied byWa:- made to him of fuch drumming, blowing of Horns, or other fuch-like Noifes or Concourfe
fﬁ’gi ﬁ;ﬂ’{}:agé“ of Negroes, fhall, within two Days after fuch Complaint at fartheft, iffue out a Warrant
TTTTETTT under his Hand and Seal, directed to the Conftable or Conftables of the faid Parifh, to
demand and receive from every Perfon fo offending the Forfeitures mentioned in this Act 5
and upon Refufal or Non-payment, to diftrain on his or their Goods and Chattels, and
the fame to fell at publick Outcry, after fix Days Norice given, by affixing upon a Paper
in the moft publick Place of the faid Parifth all fuch Goods fo diftrained on, before they
fhall prefume to difpofe of the fame, referving to him or themfelves fix Pence in the Pound
for his or their Trouble ; and the Overplus, after fuch Deductions, to be paid to the
Owners. .

, X. AnD be it alfo ena&ted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Officers, Civil and
i’l‘l’d‘d'm‘,’l‘;‘c}’cs Military, fhall be, and are hereby impowered and required to enter into any Plantation,
io prevent Ne- Settlement, or any other Place, to fupprefs and prevent all Drumiming and other Noiles,
;;}'gf;ﬂfrcm' or Concourfe of Negroes, as above mentioned 5 any Law to the contrary thereof in any

= wife notwithftanding,

Penalty on §u- XI. Awp be it alfo enacted, That every Juftice of the Peace, or Military Officer, that
tices, ¢ze.” . fhall refufe to do his or their Duty hercin, Thall, for every fuch Defaulr, forfeit Twenty
negleéting Pounds current Money of this Ifland: And every Conftable that fhall negleét to do his
their Duty.  p their Duty, according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, fhall, for every fuch
Negledt, forfeit the Sum of Ten Younds like currenr Money 3 every of which faid Forfei-
tures thall be one Half to the Informer, the other Ialf to the Poor of the Parith ; to be
recovered before any Two of his Majefty’s Juitices of the Peace in the faid Precinét.

XII. Awnp foralmuch as the permitting of Mulattoes and Negroos to keep large Stock
on Commons has occafioned great Abules, they having deflroyed the old Breeders, and
murked the Young with their own Marks: Be 1o theretore further enafted by the Autho-
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rity aforefaid; That no Mulatto or Negro (free Mulattoes, Negroes; and fudians 3 having ~—Ar—
Settlements; and ten Slaves thereon, always excepted) fhall hereafter prefume to keep any  X1717.
Horfes; Mares, Mules, Afies, or neat Cattle whatfoever, on Pcnaley of forfeiting the fame ; 72
to be recovered before any Juftice of the Peace in the faid Parith 5 one LI of which fhal! %ﬁ%,‘)&i’;{es
be to the Informer, the other Half to the Poor of the Parifh in which fuch Offence fhall €¢. to torfeiz
be committed. the lame.

XIII. ProvipeD neverthelefs, That any two of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace in Provifo.
every Preciné may licenfe, and they are hercby impowered to licenfe and permit any Mu-

Jatto or Negroe (not being a Slave) to keep any fuch Stock during their good Behaviour ;
any thing in this, or any other Law to the contrary notwithftanding,

XIV. Anp to the Intent that it may be known who are free, and that fuch as are fo
may be diftinguifhed from thofe that are Slaves ; be it further enacted by the Authority a-
forefaid, That every free Mulatto, Negro, or Indian, not having a Scttlement and ten Ne-

rous thereon, fhall furnifh him or herfelf with a Certificate of iis or her being free, un-
der the Hand and Seal of any Juftice of the Peace where fuch Negroe or other Slave fhall
live, and a publick Badge of a blue Crofs to be worn upon the Right Shoulder, to deriote Free Negro to
the fame : And in cale any fuch Negro, Mulaito, or Indian, fhall not be furnifhed with weara Baige
fuch Certificate and Badge, it fhall and may be lawful for any Perfon or Perfons to feize, ?,ffh?j‘i{igc,:;’fs
apprehend; and take up fuch Negro, Mulatto, or Judian (although free) and imprifon and Shoulder, &7z,
ufe him or her as a Slave pafling without a Ticket any Law, Cuflom, or Ulage to the
contrary thereof in any wile notwithftanding.

XV. Anp beit further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Captain, or fome Thi aqt 1o be
other Commiffion Officer, fhall, at the Head of every refpe@tive Company and Troopin rcadatthe
this Iland, publith, or caufe to be publifhed, this prefent A&, on or before the firft Dav geadOfﬁV"?’
of Offober next, and once every fix Months after, under the Penalty of Ten Pounds; to r; i Months.
be recovered before any T'wo of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace; one Half to the In-
former, the other to the Poor of the Parith where fuch Ofence fhall be committed.

XVI Anbp be it further enadted, That the Secretary fhall deliver a Copy of this A&, Secretary to
within one Month after the paffing the fame, to each and every Parith within this Ifland, g?lé}\‘: ;‘é{’gy
for which he fhall reccive the Sum of Twenty Shillings from the refpective Church-war- every Parifh.
dens of the faid Parifhes (to be paid out of the publick Stock of the Parifh) and no mores

any thing in this A&, or any other to the contrary notwithftanding.
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