
SLAVE LAWS OF JAMAICA..

ANNO 10 ° GEORGII III . CAP. 5 .

10 a magis

five days ,

Enacts , Clause 1 .---" That , from and after the first day ofMarch , Maroons to
which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred take runaways

and seventy , a
ll runaway slaves , who shall b
e

taken by any wild trate within
negro o

r negroes , shall be by him o
r them conveyed , within five

days , to the next magistrate in the parish where such runaway
slave o

r

slaves shall be taken ; which said magistrate is hereby au
thorized to determine how much mile -money the wild negro or ne
groes taking up such runaways shall be intitled to , and grant a cer
tificate thereof , as is herein after directed ; and , instead of the re
ward o

f

three pounds , directed to be paid by the above -recited
act , for every runaway slave o

r

slaves delivered to said magistrate

by any wild negro or negroes , such wild negro or negroes shall be
only intitled to two pounds , o

r

such part thereof as to the same
magistrate shall seem meet , with mile -money , at the rate o

f

seven
pence halfpenny per mile , from the place where the said runaways
appear to the said magistrate to have been taken , to the place where
the said magistrate may be when such runaway slave or slaves shall
be produced to him ; which said reward and mile -money shall be
certified , under the hand o

f

the magistrate , to the owner o
r

owners

o
f

such runaway slave o
r

slaves , if the said magistrate shall know
him , her , o

r

them : And the said owner or owners , upon such certifi
cate being produced , is hereby obliged to pay to such wild negro or
negroes the money therein specified , with mile -money , a

t

the rate o
f

seven pence halfpenny per mile , from the place where such certifi
cate may happen to be dated , to the place o

f

residence o
f

the said

owner o
r

owners , o
r

settlement to which said runaway slave or

slaves may belong ; and every owner o
r

owners , who shall neglect

o
r

refuse to pay the same , shall incur the penalty o
f

double the
sum such wild negro or negroes shall be so entitled to , for every

such neglect o
r

refusal : And , the better to prevent any dispute ,

which may arise between such owner o
r

owners and such wild ne
gro or negroes , about the payment o

f

said reward and mile -money ,

herein before directed to be paid to said wild negro o
r

negroes ,

such owner o
r

owners , o
r

other person o
r persons liable to pay the

same , are hereby directed , obliged , and required , to make payment

thereof in the presence o
f

some white person , who is to certify thewho is to certify the o
n

complaint

same on the back o
f

the said certificate : And in case such payment

shall not be made in the presence o
f

some white person , as afore
said , and complaint made thereof by such wild negro or negroes to

the said magistrate , o
r any other o
f

the parish o
r precinct where

such runaway slave o
r

slaves were taken up , such magistrate shall
summon such owner o

r

owners , o
r

such other persons , to appear summoned

,

before him , at the time and place appointed by such summons ;

being made

owner to be

and

and be paid

4
0
s

fo
r

each(or less , at the
will of th

e

magistrate )

and mile - no
ney .

Certificate to

both sums ,

be given of

Owner to pay

sums , and
mile moneyto his house ,

o
r forfeit dou

mount .

ble the a

Money to b
e

paid before a

who is to ce
rwhite person ,

tify it .
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and distraint
jade .

Constable to

have pound
age .

If runaways
cannot be sent
to their own
ers ,

the next mar .

the maroons ,

under the
same penalty

as owners , for
refusal .

and if it shall appear to the said magistrate that the said reward and
mile- money have not been fully paid to such wild negro or negroes ,
or that the party summoned (and oath made thereof by the person
serving the warrant) do not appear , the said magistrate is hereby

authorized and required , under the penalty of ten pounds , to issue
his warrant, and direct the same to any constable or marshal , to
distrain on the goods of the said owner or owners , and the same ,
or so much thereof as will satisfy and pay the sum due to the said
wild negro or negroes , to sell at public outcry , first giving five
days notice of such sale , at the most public place in the parish

where such goods are distrained ; and , for the constable's trouble
in distraining or selling such goods , he shall retain two shillings
and six pence in the pound , out of the money arising from such
sale, besides all reasonable charges in executing said warrant , re
turning the overplus (ifany be) to the said owner or owners : And
in case the magistrate shall not know , or be informed , who the
owner or owners of such runaway slave or slaves shall be , or the
owner (if known ) shall reside at an inconvenient distance , such ma
gistrate shall certify to the next marshal the sum due to the said
wild negro or negroes , in manner and in form as is above directed
to be done to the owner or owners of such runaway slave or slaves ;
and the said marshal is hereby directed and obliged to pay to such
wild negro or negroes the sum or sums mentioned in the said certi
ficate , with mile -money , at the rate of seven pence halfpenny per
mile , from the place the said certificate may happenmay happen to be dated ,

to the place of the marshal's residence ; and , if the said marshal
shall neglect or refuse to pay such wild negro or negroes the sum
he or they may be entitled to under this act , the said marshal shall
be liable to pay , and be proceeded against in the same manner as is
herein before directed , in case of any owner or owners neglecting or
refusing to pay, as is directed by this act ." (Sec 32 Geo . 3. cap . 4.)

ANNO 15° GEORGII III . CAP . 18 .

get free mutil

security be en
tered into for
allowing such
slave 51.per
ann,

Enacts , " That , from and after the passing of this act , no per
No slave to be son or persons whatsoever , save and except the legislative body of

this island , shall have power or authority to manumise , enfranchise ,

or set free , either by deed , will , or otherwise , any negro , mulatto ,
sambo , or other slave whatsoever , until such person or persons

shall have first given good and sufficient security, to the church
warden or churchwardens of the parish in which the owner of such
negro , mulatto , or sambo , shall reside , for the payment to such
negro , mulatto , or sambo , [of] an annual sum of five pounds , for
and during the natural life of such negro , mulatto , or sambo , that
shall be so manumised and set free ."

ANNO


