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Repeal feveral Ads, and Claufes of Adls, refpeding
Slaves, and for the better Order and Government of

Slaves, and for other Purpoles.

‘ h rHEREAS it is for the public good, that all the laws refpelting

the order and government of flaves, fhould be confolidated, and
brought into one law, in order to prevent confufion, and that
jultice may more effectually be executed refpecting flaves ;—and whereas, in
order thereto, it is neceffary that all the herein after-mentioned laws, and
claufes of laws, fhould be repealed, annulled, and made void ; viz. an act
of the Governor, Council, and Aflembly of this ifland, entitled, © An a&  pg¢ 2nq clautes
for regulating fervants,” pafled in the year of our Lord 1681 ; alfo, the ::fi’-f;g novr In force,
gth claufe of an a& of the Governor, Council, and Aflembly, entitled, ment of flzess
«¢ A fupplemental and explanatory act,” pafled in the year of our Lord 1683 ;
alfo, the 1ft, ad, 3d, 4th, gth, 6th, 7th, 8th, gth, 1eth, r1th, 12th, 13th,
14th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21ff, 22d, 23d, 24th, 24th,
n6th, 27th, 28th, a2oth, 3oth, 31ft, 32d, 33d, 34th, 3s5th, 36th, 37th,
18th, 3gth, 45th, 46th, 47th, 48th, and 4gth claufes of one other act of
the Lieutenant-Governor, Council, and Affembly, entitled, ¢ An a& for
the better order and government of flaves,” paffed in the year of our Lord
1696 ; alfo, one other act, * for the more effetual punithing of crimes
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- committed by flaves,” pafled in the vear of our Lord 1717; allo, ane
other act, * for the tncouranre'ncnt of voluntary parties to fupprefs rebel-
110015 ana runaway negroes,’ paﬂ'ed in the vear of our Lord 1718 ; alfo, one
other act, entitled, ¢ An act to inflict further ana other punithments on
the tranfgrefiors of two {everal alts, the one entided, ¢ An a& for the
betzer order and government of flaves,” and the other entitled, < An a&
to prevent the enticing or inveigling of flaves from the pofieflors, and for
the preventing the traniportation of iflaves by mortgagors and tenants for
life or years, and for regulating abuls committed by Qaves, pafled in the
year of ‘our Lord 1725 ; alfo, one other a&t, « to repeai part-of an adt,
eatitied, ¢ An a& for the more effectual punithment of crimes cemmitted
by flaves, and o oblige the {everal parifhes to pav for all negroes exccured
in each refpe&ive parifh,” paficd ia the vear of our Lord 1749; alfo, one
other adt, < to explain and amend an acl, entitled, ¢ An a&t for the better
arder and government of flaves, ‘and the making free, and rewarding, a
fegro named Hedor, belonging to Thomas Fuller, Efquire, and paving
his faid mafter the value of the faid negro,” paffed in the year of our
Lord 1744 ; alfo, one other a&, ¢ to infli&t further and other punifhments
on runaway flaves, and fuch as fhall entertain them,” paffed in the year
of our Lord 1749; alfo, one other a&, ¢ to amend an act, entitled, ¢ An
act for the moaore efieGual punifhment of ciimes voinmitsed. by ﬂaucs, and
to oblige the feveral parifhes to pay for all negroes executed in each re-
fpeive parith,” paffed in the year of our Lord 1749; alfo, the Gth and
7th claufes of ¢ an act to prevent the clandeftine killing and marking of
cattle, and for the better regulating of hunting,” pafled in the faid year of
our Lord 1749 ; and alfo, an ad, cntltlcd, ¢« An alt to explain part of an
act, entitled, ¢ An alt for the better order and government of f{laves, and
for infliting further and other punifhments on perfons Killing negroes or
flaves,” paﬁ'ed in the }ear of our Lord 1751 ; alfo, one other a& ¢ to re-
medy the evils arifing from irregular affemblies of flaves, and to preven:
their poffefiing arms and ammuniton, and going from place to place with-
out tickets,—and for preventing the praltice of cbeah,—and to reftrain
overleers from leaving the eftates under their care on certain. days,~and to
oblige ail free negroes, mulatroes, or Indians, to regifter their. names in
the vc&ry-books of the refpective parithes of this 1lland and to carry about
them the cerrificate, and wear the badge of their freedom,—and to pre-
vent any captain, mafter, or fupercargo of any veffel, bringing back flaves
wanfported off this ifland,” paffed in the year of our Lord 1760; alfo, onc
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other act, ¢ to explain and amend an a&, entitled, < An act to remedy the
evils ariling from Irregular affemblics of flaves, and to prevent their pof-
fefling arms and ammunition, and going from place to place without
tickets,—and preventing the practice of obeah,~and to reftrain overfeers
from leaving the eftates under their care, on certain days,—and to oblige all
{rec negroes, mulattoes, and Indians, to regifter their names in the vefltry-
books of the refpective parifhes of this ifland, and to carry about them the
certificate, and wear the badge of their freedom,—and to prevent any captain,
mafler, or {upercargo of any veflel, bringing back flaves tranfported off
this ifland,” paffed in the year of our Lord 317615 allo, one other ad,
« to repeal an at, entitled, ¢ An aét for the more effectual preventing ne-
groes and other flaves from deferting from their owners, and departing from
this iland in a clandeftine manner, and to punifh fuch perfons as fhall be
aiding, affilting, or abetting fuch flaves in their efcape, and for the more
effeGtual preventing negroes and other flaves from delerting from their

ownets, and departing from this ifland in a clandeltine manner, and to

punifh fuch perfons as fhall be aiding, aflilting, or abetring fuch flaves in
their efcape,” pafled in the year of our Lord 1771; allo, one other aét,

pafled in the year of our Lord 1778, entitled, ¢ An alt to explain, alter,
and amend an aét pafled in the year of our Lord 1696, entitled, ¢ An alt
for the better order and government of flaves;” and alfo the 31ft claufe
of an a&, pafled in the year of our Lord 1780, entitled, « An att to re-
peal an aét, entitled, ¢ An aét to prevent the enticing or inveigling of {laves
from the poffcflors, and for the preventing the tranfportation of flaves by
mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and for regulating abufes committed
by flaves,’” and alfo one other a@, entitled, ¢ An a& to infli& further and
other punithments on the tranfgreflors of two feveral afls, the one en-
titled, ¢ An aé& for the better order and government of {laves,” and the other
entitled, ¢ An alt to prevent the enticing or inveigling of flaves from the
poffeffors, and for the prevenring the tranfportation of {laves by mortgagors
and tenaats for life or years, and for regulating abufes committed by flaves,’
and alfo one other a&, entitled, ¢ An att to repeal part of an adt, entitied,
¢ An a& for the better order and government of flaves,” and alf> of one
other a&, entitled, ¢ An a& to prevent the enticing or inveigling of flaves
from the poffeflors, and for the preventing the -tranfportation of [laves by
mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and for regulating abufes com-
mitted by flaves,” and alfo part of one other act, entitled, ¢ An a& to in-
fi& further and other punifhments on the tranfgrefflors of two feveral acts,
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the one entitled, ¢ An aét for the better order and government of flaves,’
and the other entitled, ¢ An a& to prevent the enticing and inveigling of
flaves from the poffeffors, and for the preventing the tranfportation of flaves
by mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and for regulating abufes
committed by flaves,” and alfo part of an adt, entitled, ¢ An aft for the
better order and government of flaves, and to prevent the hiding, conceal-
ing, inveigling, detaining, knowingly harbouring or employing, the flaves
of others, and for preventing the tranfportation of flaves by mortgagors and
tenants for life and years, and for regulating abufes committed by flaves:”
~——And whereas it is neceflary to make further and other provifion for the
better order and government of flaves, that juftice may hereafter be more
effeCtually adminiftered ;—we, therefore, your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal
fubjeéls, the Affembly of this your Majelty’s ifland of Jamaica, do molt
humbly befeech your Majefty that it may be enatted,—be it therefore
enated, by the Lieutenant-Governor, Council, and Affembly of the faid
ifftand, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority of the fame,
That fram and afrer the firft day of March, which will be in the year of
our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight, all and every the
faid herein before-mentioned laws, and claufes of laws, and every part
thereof, be and ftand annulled, repealed, and made void, and are hereby
2nnulled, repealed, and made void, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever ;
any thing in the faid laws, and claufes of laws, or in any other law, con-
wained to the contrary, in anywife notwith{tanding,

And whereas nothing can contribute more to the good order and go-
wernment of flaves, than the humanity of their owners, in providing for, and
fopplying them with good and wholefome provifions, and proper and fuffi-
cient cloathing, and all fuch other things as may be proper and neceffary
for them during their being in a ftate of flavery :-—for which end and pur-
pofe, be-it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the firft day of March aforefaid, every mafter, owner, or pofieflor of any
plantation or plantations, pens, or other lands whatfoever, thall allot and
appoint a:fuffieient quantity of land for every {lave he fhall have in poffef-
fion, upon or belonging to fuch plantation or plantations, pens, or other
lands, as and for the proper ground of every fuch flave, and allow fuch
flave fufficient time to work the fame, in order to provide him, her, or them-
felves, with fufhcient provifions for his, her, or their maintenance: and

alio, all fuch mafters, owners, or poffeflors of plantations, pens, or other
lands,
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lands, fhall plant upon fuch plantations, pens, or other lands, in ground-
provifions, at leaft one acre of land for every ten negroes that he fhall be
poflefied of on fuch plantation, pen, or other lands, over and above the

negro grounds aforefaid ; which lands fhall be kept up in a planter-like con-
dition, under the penalty of fifty pounds.

And whereas it may happen, that in many plantations, pens, fettlements,
and towns in this ifland, there may not be lands ‘proper for the purpofes
aforefaid ; then, and in that cafe, the mafters, owners, or poffeflors do, by
fomne other ways and means, make good and ample provifion for all fuch
flaves as they fhall be poffeffed of, in order that they may be properly fup-
ported and maintained, under the penalty of fifty pounds.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That no mafter,
oviner, or po[TefTor of any flave or flaves, whether in his or her own right,
or as attorney, guardian, truftee, executor, or otherwife, thall difcard or turn
away any fuch flave or flaves, on account or by reafon of fuch flave or flaves
beine rendered incapable of labour or fervice to fuch mafter, owner, or
pofleffor, by means of ficknefs, age, or infirmity ; but every fuch mafter,
owner, or poffeflor, as aforefaid, fhall be, and he.is hereby obliged, to keep
all fuch flave or flaves upon his, her, or their properties, and to find and
provide them with wholefome neceflaries of life, and not fuffer fucls flave or
"flaves as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to wander about, or become bur-
denfome to others for fultenance, under the penalty of ten pounds for every
fuch offence, to be recoveretl in a fummary manner, before any one juftice
of the peace in this ifland ; who is hereby authorifed, empowered, and re-
quired, to caufe fuch matter, owner, or poffeflor, his, her, or their attorney

or agent, and fuch other perfons as he fhall judge neceflary, to be fummoned’

before him, to enable him to judge and determine of the propriety of {uch
information, and whether fuch matter, owner, or poffeflor, ought to incur

the faid penalty ; and, in the mean time, and until fuch trial can be had,

the faid juftice of the peace, on his own view, or upon the information of
any white perfon, upon oath, is hereby empowered and required, to take up-

fuch wandering fick, aged, or infirm flave or flaves, and to lodge him, her,
or them in the neareft workhoufe, there to be fed, but not worked, at the
expence of the mafter, owner, or poffeflor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can
be had ; afM if it fhall appear to the faid juftice, on fuch trial, that the party
o5 parties.fo complained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and fhall:
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refufe to poy the {aic fum of ten pounds, and the fees to fuch workhoufe,
for the maintenance of fuch flave or flaves, together with the charges of
the conviction, the faid juftice is hereby required and empowered, under
the penalty of twenty pounds, forthwit:, by warrant under his hand and
feal, directed to the conftable, to commit fuch offender or offenders to the
common gaol of the county or parifh where the offence fhall be committed,
there to remain until he or fhe fhall pav the fum of ten pounds, and charges
as aforefaid ; one moiety of which faid fine fhail be paid to the informer,
and the other moiety fhall be paid into the hands of the cliurchwardens of
fuch parifh, for the poor of faid parifh; any !aw, cuftom, or ufage to the
conirary notwithftanding,

And, fer the better encouragement of flaves 1o do their duty to their
mafters, owners, or poflefiors, be it further enadted, by the authority afore-
{aid, That every mafter, owner, or pofleficr of flaves fhall, once in every
year, provide and give to each Qlave they fhall be poffefied of, preper and
fufScient cloathing, to be approved of by the juftices and veftry of the pa-
rifh where fuch mafter, owner, or pofieffor of fuch flaves refide.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That every matter,
owner, proprictor, attorney, guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other
perfon, at their giving in an account of their flaves and ftock to the juftices
and veftry, on the iwenty-eighth day of December in every year, {hall, un-
der the penaliy of fifty pounds for every negle@, alfo give in, on cath, an
account of the quantity of land in ground provifions, over and- above the
negro-grounds, upon fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement where there
are lands proper for the cultivation of fuch provifions; and, where there
are not lands proper for fuch purpofes, then an account, on oath, of the
provifion made on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, or means
adopied for the maintenance of the faves thereon; and fhall alfo, at the
fame time, and under the like penalty, give in an account, on oath, of the
nature and quantity of the cloathing alually ferved to éach flave on fuch
plantation, pen, or other fettlement, for the approbation of the juilices and
vefiry, as aforefaid, .

Ang, 1a order to encourage flaves for every good and worthy a&t that
they thall do, be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That every
flave or flaves thar fhall take up any runaway flave, or inform againft any
8 perfon

-
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perfon who fhall have or conceal any runaway flave or flaves, fo that fuch
runaway {lave or flaves may be taken, and reftored to his owner or owners;
every {uch flave or flaves fo informing, fhall be entitled to fuch reward as
any juftice fhall in reafon and juftice think juft and reafonable, and be paid
by fuch perfon or perfons as fuch juftice fhall determine ought o pay the
{ame, not exceeding twenty fhillings,

And be it farther enacted, by the authoricy aforefaid, That if any flave or
flaves fhall kill, or take, any flave or flaves in actual rebellion, he or they
fhall receive from the churchwardens of the reipetive parithes where fuch
flive or {laves fhall have been+'.illed, the fum of three pounds, and the fum

of five pounds, if taken alive, and a blue cloth coat, with a.red crofs on the-

right fhoulder, to- be paid by the churchwardens of the refpeftive parithes
where fuch flave-or flaves fhall have been killed or taken ; the whole expence
whereof fhall be reimburfed by the receiver-general for the time being, out
of any monies in his hands vnappropriated,.

And, in order to.prevent-any perfon from mutilating or difinembering
any flave or flaves, be it further enated, by the authority aforefaid, That if
any mafter, miftrefs, owner, pofleflfor, or other perlon whatfoever, (hall,.at
his, her, or their own will and pleafure, or hy his, her, or their dire&ion, or
with his, her, or their knowledge, fufferance, privity, or confent, mutilate
or difmember any flave or flaves, he, fhe, or they fhall be liable to be in-
diéted for each-offence in the-fupreme court of judicature, or.in any of the
affize courts of this ifland ; and, upon convi&ion, thall be punithed, by fine
not exceeding one hundred pounds, and imprifonment not exceeding twelve
months, for each and every {lave {0 mutilated or difinembered :—and fuch

punithment is hereby declared to be without prejudice to any altion that.

counld-or-might be brought. at common law, for recovery of damages for or
on account of ‘the fame.—And, in very atroctous cafes, where the owner of
fuch flave or flaves thall be convidted of fuch offence, the court before
whom fuch offender (1all have been tried and convified, are hereby empow-
ered, in cafe they fhall think 1t n~ceflary for the future protection of fuch
flave or flaves, to declarec him, her, or them, free, and difcharged from all
manner of fervitude, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever :—and, in all
fuch cafes, the court are hereby empowered and authonfed; 1f to them it
fhall dppear neceffary, to order and direé the faid fine of one hundred

pounds to be paid to the juitices and veftry of the parifh to which the faid-
flave.
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flave or flaves belonged, to the ufe of the faid parith ; the {aid juftices and
veftry, in confideration thereof, paying to fuch of the faid flave or flaves,
fo made free, the fum of ten pounds per annum, for his, her, or their main-
tenance and {upport, during life; and in cafe any flave or flaves fhall fuffer
any before defcribed mwutilations, fuch flave or flaves, on his, her, or their
application to any juitice of the peace, the taid juftice of the peace fhall be,
and 1s hereby directed, required, and empowered, on view, and certain con-
viftion of the fact, to fend fuch flave or fiaves to the neareft workhoufe
where fuch offence fhall be committed, and fuch flave or flaves fhall be
there fafely kept, and carefully attended, ar the expence of fuch parifh,
until fuch time as there fhall be a legal meeting of the juftices and veftry of
fuch parifh ; which juftices and veftry, fo mer, are hereby created and ap-
pointed a council of proteétion of fuch flave or flaves :—and the faid juftices
and veftry, fo met, are hereby direéted and empowered, to make further and
full enquiry, upoa view, into the commitment of the mutilation of fuch
flave or flaves; and, if to them it fhall appear proper, the faid juftices and
veftry are hereby empowered and required to profecute to effect fuch owner
or owners ; the expence of which profecution fhall be defrayed at the ex-

pence of the parith where fuch offence fhall be committed : and in cafe the
owaer or owners of fuch lave ur tlaves fhall appear capable of paying the
cofts and charges of fuch before-mentinned profecution, the faid juftices and

veftry are hereby empowered to commence {uit or {uits againft fuch owner
or owners of fuch flave or flaves, and recover all cofts and charges out of
purie, by them laid out and expended in fuch fuit or fuits :—and the keeper
or {upervifor of the workhoufe where fuch mutilated flave or flaves fhall
have been firft committed, is hereby dire@ted and required, upon due notice
of the firft meeting of the juftices and veftry of the parith where the offence
was committed, to carry or deliver the body or bodies of fuch mutilated
flave or flaves, for the infpetion and dire&ion of fuch juftices and veftry,
under the penalty of twenty pounds for every neglect, in not carrying or
delivering before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave or flaves.

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any
information is made, before any juftice of the peace, that any flave or flaves
1s or are fo mutilated and confined, it thall and may be lawful for fuch juftice
of the peace, and he is hereby empowered, required, and direfted, forth-
with to iflue his warrant to any conftable, or the provoft-marthal or his law-
ful deputy, ordering them, or any of them, immediately to proceed to

10 where
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where fuch flave or flaves, fo mutilated, are confined, and fuch flave or flaves
to feize and take up, and him or themy, fo feized or taken, to bring beforce
fome juftice of the peuace *, to be dealt with according to law.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon
hereafter thall wantonly, willingly, or bloodv-mindedly, kill any negro or
other flave, fuch perfon, fo offending, fhall, after conviction, {uffer death
for the faid offence :—Provided always, thar fuch conviltion thall not ex-
tend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements,
goods or chattels; any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary thereof, in
anywife notwithftanding,

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the firlt day of March aforefaid, any perfon or perfons that fhall wantonly
or cruelly, whip, beat, bruife, wound, or inprifon, or keep in confinement
without fufficient {fupport, any flave or flaves, not being his, her, or their
own property, or not being under his, her, or their management, care, or
enploy, fhall be fubjec to be indicted for the fame in the fupreme court of
judicature, or in either of the courts of affize, or courts of quarter. feffions
in this ifland ; and, vpon being thereof legally convited, he, fhe, or they,
fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by fine or imprifonment, as the judges or
juftices of fuch courts fhall think proper to infli¢t; any law, cuftom, or
ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding :—And fuch punifhment
is hereby declared to be without prejudice to any action at common law that
could or might be brought for the recovery of damages for and on account
of the fame,

And whereas, from the deceafe and removal of refidence of many pro-
prietors of flaves, and other circumftances, and from the manumiffion of
negro, mulatto, and other flaves, without any futtable provifion being made
for their future maintenance, many unhappy objeéls, inflited with conta-
gious diftempers, or difabled from labour by ficknefs, old age, and otherwife,
and having no owners, prove dangerous, or become a burthen and nuifance
to the {everal towns and parifhes of this ifland :—For remedy whereof, be

¢ There {cems to be an inaccuracy here, and that thefe words, viz. in order that the offenders

may, fhould be placed in the room of the word 765 when it will run thus — juftice of the peace,
in order that the offenders may be dealt with according to law,
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it further enated, by the authority aforefaid, That the juftices and veftry.
men of the feveral towns and parifhes in this ifland be empowered, and they
are hereby empowered, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the faid feveral
towns and parifhes, in the fame manner as the parochial tazes are ufually
laid, for the purpofe of raifing fuch a fum as they fhall judge fufficient to
provide for the maintenance, cloathing, medical care, and attendance in the
workhoufes of the faid feveral towns and parifhes of this ifland, of fuch
negro, mulatto, or other {flaves, or other unhappy objeéts as aforefaid ; and
the magiftrates refpeively of fuch town and parith are hereby empowered
and required, upon application being made to them, or either of them, to
order all fuch obje&s as aforefaid to be removed, and conveyed to the re-
fpective workhoufes of each parifhes, where, if a flave, the former proprie-

~ tor or proprietors, owner or owners of {uch {lave lived or refided; or, if 2
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perfon of colour made free, where the perfon or perfons who manumifed or
fet free fuch perfon of colour, refided before his deceafe ; there to be lodged,
and taken care of as aforefaid :—and the magiftrates and veftries of the fe-
veral towns and parithes as aforefaid, are hereby empowered and required
to make from time to time all fuch humane and falutary regulations, for
the purpofes aforefaid, as to them (hall appear neceffary and expedient.

And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary, that the flaves in this ifland (hould
be kept in due obedience to their owners, and 1 due fubordination to the
white people in general, and, as much as in the power of the legiflature, all
means and opportunities of flaves committing rebellious confpiracies,. and
other crimes, to the ruin and deftruction of the white people, and others in
this ifland, prevented, and that proper punithments fhould be appointed for
all crimes to be by them committed, be it further enatted, by the authority
aforefaid, That no flave hereafter fhall be fuffered or permitted on any day,
Sunday excepted, to go out of his or her mafter or owner’s plantation or
fettlement, or to travel from one town or place to another, unlefs fuch flave
fhall have a ticket from his mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, exprefling
particularly the time of fuch flave’s fetting out, and where he or fhe is going,
and the time limited for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding
forty fhillings for every flave fo odending, to be recovered from the mafter,
owner, employer, or overfeer, in a fummary manner, before any one juftice
of the peace, by warrant of diftrefs (complaint being made to him upon
oath) unlefs the mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer of fuch flave fhall
prove, upen oath, before any jultice of the peace of the parifh or precinét

4 where
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where fuch mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer may or thall live, or hap-
pen to be, that he did give the faid flave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that
fuch flave went away without his confent :—and all and every fuch flave or
flaves, fo travelling, or going from one plantation or place to another, with-
out fuch ticket as aforefaid, fhall be apprehended, and committed to gaol,
and (if without fuch confent or privity as aforefaid) there be whipped, not
exceeding thirty-nine lafhes, by order of fuch juftice, for his, her, or their
offence in the premifes; and if fuch juftice thall refufe or neglet his duty,
either in caufing the penalty to be forthwith levied (on complaint being
made to him as aforefzid) on the owner, overfeer, or any other perfon who
thall {uffer a flave, being under his or their diretion, to go out without a
ricket as aforefaid, or fhall not caufe fuch punithments to be inflited as are
direfted by this aét, on any flave who fhall go out withqut a ticket as afore-
faid ; every juftice fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds; any
Jaw, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, That at every meet-
ing of the refpective quarter-feffions in this ifland, the juftices are hereby
required and obliged, under the penalty of five pounds on every juftice pre-
{ent, to order the conftables to attend every holiday at markets, or places of
public refort of negroes in their refpeétive parithes, there to apprehend all
fuch flaves as they fhall find without tickets; and being fo apprehended,
that they carry them before any of the fald juftices, to be punifhed according
to the direCtions of this act :—which order, at each refpettive quarter-
{effions, the juftices are to direét the clerk of the peace to enter up as an
order of that court, and to give notice thereof at the moft public place in
their refpe&ive parithes, within ten days after every quarter-feflion ; and
every juftice 1s hereby empowered and required to examine, upon oath, any
conftable or other perfon bringing before him any flave or flaves faid to be
apprehended for not having tickets, that fuch juftice may be able to afcer-
tain whether fuch flave or flaves were really and bona fide taken up without
a ticket or tickets ; and if the juftices aforefaid find, that either the confta-
bl.s, or the clerks of the peace of their refpettive parithes, negleét or refufe
to do their duty, as herein before direted, fuch juftices are hereby autho-
rifed and empowered to lay’a fine, not exceeding forty fhillings, on all con-
ftables and clerks of the peace fo offending. C
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And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That for the fu-
ure, 2il flaves in this ifland fhall be allowed the ufual number of holidays
that wer? zllowed at the feveral feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfun-
r:de j—provided, that at anv fuch refpeétive feafons, no two holidays fhall
be allowed to follow or fucceed immediately one after the other ; eXcept at
Chrftinas, when they fhall be allowed Chriftmas-day, and alfo the day im-
mediately fucceeding, unlefs Chriftmas-day happens on 2 Monday, in which
cale, ro other-day fhall be allowed ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the con-
trary notwithftanding.——And if any mafter, owner, guardian, or attorney
of any plantation or fettlement, or the overfeer of fuch plantation or fettle-
ment, fhall prefume to allow any holidavs to any f{lave belonging to any
{uch plantation or fettlement, other than as diretted by this a& to be given,
at the feafons aforefaid, every perfon fo offending fhall forfeit the fom of
five pounds. -

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That if any mafter,
owner, guardian, or attorniey of any plantation or fettlement, fhall hereafter
knowingly fuffer any flaves to affemble together, and beat their military
drums, or blow their horns or fhells, upon any plantation, pen, or f{ettle-
ment, or in any yard or place under his, her, or their care or management,
or fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent the fame, by irmmediately giv-
ing notice thereof to the next magiftrate or commiffioned officer, that a
proper force may be fent to difperfe the faid flaves ; every fuch mafter,
gwner, guardian, or attorney, fhall, for every fuch offence, upon convition
thereof upon an indi&ment in the {bpreme court of judicature, or courts
of aflize, pay a fine of fifry pounds to His Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors,
for and towards the fupport of the government of this ifland, and the con-
tingent charges thereof :—provided neverthelefs, that information of fuch
offence fhall be made upon oath, before any of His Majefty’s juftices of the
peace, within the fpace of five days after the commiffion of fuch offence.

And be it further enacted, by the auchority aforefaid, That all officers,
civil and military, fhall be, and are hereby empowered and required, to en-
ter into any plantation, fettlement, or other place, to fupprefs and prevent
all unlawful drumming, and other noife or concourfe of negroes as before
menuoned ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

Aud
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And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any over-
feer, or, 1n his abfence, any book-keeper, or other white perfon having the
care and management of any plantation or fettlement, {hall knowingly fuffes
any flaves to affemble together, and beat their military drums, or blow their
horns or fhells, every fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other white perfon fo
offending, fhall for every fuch offence, upon conviction thereof, npon an in-
di¢tment in the fupreme court of judicature, or before the juftices of affize,
fuffer fix months imprifonment, without bail or mainprife :—provided in-
formation is made, upon oath as aforefaid before one of His Majefty’s
juftices of the peace, within five days after the commiffion of fuch offence ;
—-and provided always neverchelefs, that nothing herein contained fhall bz
conftrued to prevent any mafter, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or
fettlement, or-the overfeer thercof, from granting liberty to the flaves of
fuch plantation or {ettlement only, for affembling together upon fuch plan-
tattion or fertlement, and playing and diverting themfelves in- any innocent
amufements, fo as they do not make ufe of military drums, horns, or fhells ;
but that they fhall and may grant fuch liberty, when and as often as they
pleafe ; any thing in this, or any other a, to the contrary notwithitand~

mng.

And be 1t further enated, by the authority aforefaid, That all flaves who
fhall hereafter be found to have in his, her, or their cuftody, any fire-arms,
gun-powder, flugs, or ball, fuch flave-being thereof convicted before two
juftices and five frecholders, thall fuffer fuch punifbment as the juftices and
freeholders, or the major part of them (one whereof to be 2 jaftice), fhall
think proper to infliét ;—unlefs fuch flave fhall be in company with, and
under the dire¢ion of a white map, or unlefs fuch flave {hall have a ticket
or tickets from his, her, or their owners, malters, overfeers, or employers,
exprefling the reafon of his being fo armed :—and that no. ticker, {o
given as aforefaid, fhall continue or be in force for more than fourteen

days.

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any (lave
. Jhall offer any violence, by ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon ; fuch
flave, upon due and proper proof, fhall, upon conviction before two juftices
and five frecholders, be punifhed with death, or confinement to hard labous

for life, or otherwife, as the faid juftices and freeholders fhall in their difcre-
tion
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tion think proper to inflitt; provided fuch firiking or conflit be not by
command of his or their owners, overfeers, or perfons entrufted over them,
or in the lawful defence of their owners® perfons or goods,

And be it further ena&ed, That any {lave or flaves who fhall knowingly
harbour, 1aveigle, or conceal any flave or {laves, thail, on conviftion be-
fore two jultices and five frecholders, fuffer fuch punithment as the court
fhall think proper to infli&, rot extending to life or limb.

And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and fafety of this ifland,
to fuffer flaves to contmue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely nec=flary
to declare and make known to the public what flaves thall be deemed fuch;
be it therefore further enalted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and
after the firft day of March aforefaid, any flave or flaves who fhall be found
at the diitance of eight miles from the houfe, plantation, or other fettie-
ment, to which, he, fhe, or they belong, without a ticket, or other permit
to pals, fhall be deemed a runaway.

And be it further enalted, by the authoricy aforefaid, That any perfon
whatfoever, who fhall apprehend fuch flave or {laves, fhall, for every one {o
apprehended, be entitled to receive from the owner, employer, overfeer, or
manager of fuch flave or {laves, the fum of ten fhillings, and no more,
befides mile-money, at the rate of one thilling per mile for the firft five
miles, and fix-pence per mile afterwards ;—provided fuch flave or flaves had
abfented him, her, or themfelves fix days, without the privity, knowledge,
or confent of the proprietor, overfeer, or other white perfon refiding on
the plantation or fettlement to which fuch flave or flaves fhall belong;
which time of abfence of fuch flave or {laves fhall be declared on the oath
of {uch proprictor, overfeer, or other white perfon as aforefaid, if the party
eaking up fuch flave or flaves fhall require 1r:—But it is the true intent
and meaning of this aft, that every perfon or perfons who fhall apprehend
any flave or flaves, that ufually refide in, or are employed in any of the
gowns of this ifland, and that at the time are aftually run away, or abfent
from their owner, employer, or manager’s fervice fix days, fhall be en-
titled to the reward of ten fhillings, although the flave or flaves fo taken
up fbould not be eight miles diftant from their employer’s habitation.

And
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And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That the perfon
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or perfons {o apprehending fuch flave or flaves, thall convey him, her, oF aretobe difyoied of.

them to their refpetive owner, employer, or manager, or to the workhoufe
of fuch parifh, if any workhoufe is eftablithed there ; and in cafe of there
being no workhoufe, to the next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer, or
manager of fuch flave or {laves fhall refufe to pay the faid fum of ten
thillings, and mile-money as aforefaid, or take the oath as to the time of
abfence; in which cafe, the gaol or workhoufe-keeper is hereby required
and ordered to receive fuch flave or {laves into his or their cuftody, and to
pay the party delivering fuch flave or flaves the faid fum of ten fhillings,
and mile-money as aforefaid, and no more, for each flave fo delivered, un-
der the penalty of five pounds :—Provided neverthelefs, that if fuch flave
or flaves is or are brought to any gaol or workhoufe by any white perfon,.
free negro, free mulatto, or free Indian, no gaoler or workhoufe-keeper
fhall pay fuch fum, before fuch perfon fhall have taken an oath, that the
flave or flaves fo apprehended was or were at the reputed diftance of eight
miles from the houfe, plantation, or fettlement to which fuch flave or flaves
do belong (except as before is excepted), and that fuch flave or flaves had
no ticket, or other permit in writing, from his mafter, miftrefs, overfeer,
employer, or manager, at the time fuch {fave or flaves was or were appre-
hended, for him, her, ur them to pafs unmolefted, and that the faid flave
or flaves had been carried firft to the owner, employer, or manager of fuch:
flave or flaves, (provided fuch owner, employer, or manager, fhall be in
the parifh in which fuch flave or flaves fhall be apprehended), and that.
the mafter, miftrefs, overfeer, or manager, had refufed to pay for the ap-
prehending him, her, or them, according to the intent and meaning of
this act :—and that no ticket fhall be granted to any flave or flaves for any
time exceeding one calendar month.

And, that it may be publickly known in the refpetive parifhes what
flaves are run-away,—be 1t further enated by the authority aforefaid, That
every owner or owners, employer or employers of flaves, under the penalty
of five pounds for every offence, fhall, by him, her, or themfelves,. or by
the overfeer or manager of their refpeétive plantations or fettlements, within
the firft ten days of the months of March, June, September, and Decem-
ber, 1n each and every year, deliver, or caufe to be delivered, to the cuftos,
or any magiftrate of cheir refpetive parithes, an account upon oath (which
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ezth any magiftrate is herebv-empowered and required to adminifter) of
the number of flaves run away from him, her, or them, or from his, her,
or their refpeftive plantations or fettlements; in which account fhall be
inferted the names of fuch flaves, and the time when each {lave fhall have
been ablent or run-away : and every magiftrate is hereby required, under
the penalty of ten pounds, to tran{mit fuch accounts as fhall be delivered
2 t0 him, to the clerk of the veltry, by the twentieth day of the months
hereinbefore mentioned ; and the faid clerk of the veftry is hereby diretted
and required, under the penalty of five pounds, to enter fuch accounts in
a bock to be kept by him for that purpofe, and, ar the quarterly meeting
of the juftices and veftry, to lay the fame before them.

And be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That on the twenty-
eighth day of December, in every year (the time of giving in as aforefaid),
zhe doctor or furgeon employed on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettle-
ment ; or, where there is no doftor or furgeon employed thereon, then the
owner, overfeer, or manager fhall, under the penalty of ten pounds, to be
levied on the owner of fuch plantation, for every negledt, give in, on
oath, an account of the decreafe and increafe of the flaves of fuch plan-
tation, pen, or feutlement, and the caufes of fuch decreafe, to the beft of
his knowledge, judgment, and belief.

And be it further ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That if the not
giving in upon oath {uch feveral accounts, fhall be owing to the neglect of
the overfeer or manager, or doftor, or furgeon of fuch plantanon or fettle-
meat, it fhall and may be lawful for the owner, proprictor, or pofleffor of
{fuch plantadon or fettlement, to flop and detain the penalty he or fhe
fhall fuffer by this law, out of the wages of {uch overfeer or manager, doctor

or furgeon,

And whereas, the more effeCtually to conceal a runaway flave, or prevent
his being apprchended, tickets are given by free negroes, free mulattoes,
or Indians;—be ir further ena&ed by the authoriry aforefaid, That any
free negro, mulatto, or Indian, granting or giving fuch IZIC]\ft, with fuch
intent, fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be tried
for the faid offence before the fupreme court of judicature, or in either

of the courts of aflize in this iland where the offence fhall be committed ;
and,
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and, on convition, fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, traniportation, or tuch

other punifhment as the court, in their difcretion, fhall think proper to
inflict,

And be it further enated, by the authority aforefaid, That if fuch ticket
fhall be granted or given by any white perfon, with fuch intent as afore-
{aid, to any flave or flaves, before or after his or their abfeattng themfelves
from their owner, employer, over{eer, or manager, fuch white perion
fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and fhall be liable to be tried for the
fame before the fupreme court of judicature, or either.of the affize courts
of this ifland where the offence fhall be committed; and, on conviétion,
fhall {uffer fuch punithment as the court, in their difcretion, fhall think
proper to nflict, |

And, to the end that the owners and proprietors of runaway {laves may
bave a due knowledge where fuch flaves are confined, after their being ap-
prehended and fent to any workhoufe or gaol in this ifland, in arder chat
fuch owners and proprietors may apply for fuch (laves ;-=be it further
enatted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the firlt day of

March aforefaid, all and every the keepers of the workhoufes, or gaol-
keepers, in any ot the parilhes of ¢his ifland, fhall, and they are hereby
obliged, once every week, to advertife in the Gazette of Saint Jago de la

Vega, the Royal Gazette of Kingfton, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the
heighth, names, marks, and {ex, and alfo the country, where the fame can
be afcertained, of each and every runaway flave then in their cuftody, to-
gether with the time of their being fent into cuftody, and the name or
names of the owner or owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath, un-
der the penalty of ten pounds for every flave fo negleted by him to be ad-
vertifed ; and, for the expence of fuch advertifement, they the faid work-
houfe-keepers, or gaol-keepers, fhall and may, and they are hereby au-
thorifed to charge the owner or proprietor of fuch runaway flaves fo adver-
tifed, at and after the rate of one fhilling and three-pence per month for
each paper, and no more; and that it fhall and may be lawful for the
keeper of the workhoufe, or gaol-keeper, to detain and keep in his or their
cuftody fuch runaway flave or ilaves fo brought unto him or them, until
the owner or owners thereof, or fome perfon on their behalf, properly au-
thorifed, fhall pay unto him or them what he or they fo paid to the perfon
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or perfons who zpprehended and brought fuch {lave or flaves into cuftody,
with two fhiliings and fix-pence in the pound for laying out his or their
moner, the coft of advertifing, after the rate above mentioned, and fix-
pence for every rwenty-four hours fuch flave or flaves fhall have been in
cuftody, and alfo the charges of advertifing, above direfted, and no other
{ees whatever ;—and that the gaoler, workbounfe-keeper; or fupervifor, and
ro other perfon, fhall atteft, upon oath, that the charges in the account,
for mile-money, and the reward for apprehending fuch flave, were altually
paid to the perfon who brought fuch runaway, and that the whole of the
charges in the faid account are ftrictly conformable to this law.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the keeper of
every workhoufe or gaol in this ifland fhall, under the penalty of ten
pounds for every neglet, provide and give to every flave confined in fuch
workhoufe or gaol, a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome provifions
daily :—that is to fay, not lefs than one quart of unground Guinea or In-
dian corn, or three pints of the flour or meal of either, or three pints of
wheat flour; or eight full-grown plaatains, or eight pounds of cocoas or

yems; and alfo one herring or fhad, or ether falted provifions equal
tacrero.

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid; That all flaves who
fhall have been twelve calendar months in any gaol or workhoufe, and
fhall have been advertifed in the manner direted in this alt, and no perfon
having appeared to claim, and pay the fees of fuch flave or flaves; that
then the fees of fuch flave or flaves fhall be paid by the receiver-general,
and fach flave or flaves thall be fent into the county-towns, there to be
worked in chains with the other workhoufe negroes ; and that 1t fball and
may be lawful for the owner of fuch flave to clatim him or her at any fub-
fequent period, and, on proving his or her property, to the fatisfaction of
any judge of the grand court, or any two magiftrates, {fuch owner fhall re-
cover fuch flave, paying to the receiver-general fuch fum of money as he
actually paid to the gaoler or workhoufe-keeper, at the expiration of the
faid rerm of twelve months :—and that faid workhoufe-keeper be em-
powered to hire out fuch flaves, and that the profits arifing from fuch hire
be applied, in the firft place, to the maintenance of fuch flave, in the fame
manner as the other workhoufe negroes are maintained, and the remadinder of

4 fuch
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fuch hire be paid annually to the receiver-genéral, to afiit in reimburfing
the fees paid by him, for fuch flaves as may never be claimed :—provided
alfo, that fuch workhoufe-keeper be obligea to give the receiver-general,
on or before the twentieth day of every January after the enfuing year, a

regular account, upon oath, of the profits arifing from the hire of fuck -

flaves, to the thirty-firft day of December of the year preceding, urder
the penalty of twenty pounds for each and every flave he fhall omit or
negle& to give fuch account of, to be recovered in a fummary manner,
by a warrant from any magiftrate, and paid to the receiver-general, and
by him to be applied to the credit of the account of fees paid by him for
fuch flaves, and that the faid workhoufe-keeper be entitled to five pounds
per centum on the grofs amount of the hire of fuch flaves, -

And be it further enacted by the authority aforefzid, That where any
runaway f{lave or flaves fhall die in the cuitody of any fuch workhoufe-
keeper, or gaol-keeper, at any time within twelve calendar months afore-
faid, and the owner or owners, employer or employers, of fuch runaway
flave or flaves fo dying cannot be known, fuch workhoute-keeper or gaol-
keeper fhall, in fuch cafe, be entitled to receive all fuch fees as fhall be
due to him or ther for fuch flave or flaves at the time of his or her death,

from the public, upon application, and due proof, made in the moft folemn
manner, to the Affembly, or any committee thereof, that fuch workhoufe-
keeper or gaol-keeper had ufed his utmoft endeavours to find and know the

owner or owners, employer or employers of {uch {lave or flaves fo dying,
and could not; dad that {uch flave or flaves, during the time they were in
the cuftody of fuch workhoufe-keeper or gaol-keeper, was or were found
and provided with proper and {ufhicient provifions, equal to what is allowed
by this law.

And be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no gaol-
keeper in this ifland, or any perfon acting under him, as clerk or deputy,
fhall, on any- pretence whatfoever, work or employ any flave or flaves, funt
to his cuftody as a runaway, or otherwife committed by a magiltrate, upon
any plantation, pen, or fettlement belonging to, or in the poffeflion of
any fuch gaol-keeper, nor hire or lend fuch flave or flaves out to work for
any other perfon or perfons, during fuch time fuch flave or flaves fhall be
in his cuftody, but that all fuch flaves fhall be and remain in the common
gaol of the county or parif, 1n order to be infpefted by any perfon or per-

D2 {ons
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fons defiring the fame ;—and in cafe any gaol-keeper fhall offend herein,
he fhall, for every offence, forfeit the fum of fifty pounds,

Staves whobave been  And be it further ena&ed, by the zuthority aforefaid, That all flaves who
rhf;‘;:éw > fhall have been in this ifland for the {pace of two years, and fhall run away,
aad continue abfent for the term of fix months, fhall be tried by two juftices
and five freeholders, in the fame mode, manner, and form as is herein af-
ter direGed for the trial of flaves; and, upon conviftion thereof, fuch
flave or flaves fhall fuffer confinement to hard labour for life, or fuch other
punifhment as the juftices and freeholders, or the major part of them, (one
of whom to be a juftice), fhall think proper to infli&t, not extending to life

or limb.

Slaves pretending 6 And, in order to prevent the many mifchiefs that may hereafter arife
f;‘:ﬂ fﬁmﬂ from the wicked art of negroes, going under the appellation of obeah men
m the paflic of  and women, pretending to have communicatios with the devil, and other
able. evil {pirits, whereby the weak and fuperftitious are deluded into a belief of
their having full power to exempt them, whilft under their proteétion, from
any evils that might otherwife happen ;—be it therefore enated, by the
authority aforefaid, that from and after the firlt dav of March aforefaid,
any flave who fhall pretend tn any 1wupernatural power, and be dete&ted in

making uf= of any blood, feathers, parrots beaks, dogs teeth, allegators
teeth, broken botdes, grave dirr, rum, egg-thells, cotton-tree juice, or
any other materials relating to the praftice of obeah or witchcraft, in or.
der to affec the health or lives of others, or promote the purpofes of re-
bellion, fhall, upon convi&ion thereof before two magiftrates and five free-
holders, fuffer death, or be confined to hard labour for life, as the faid ma-
giftrates and frecholders fhall determine ; any thing in this, or any other
ad, to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

Slaves admiifering  And be it further enaded, by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro
thoagh it may not OF other flave fhall mix or prepare, with an intent to give, or caufe to be
:”fﬁgﬁf’“m’ given, any poifon or poifonous drug, or fhall altually give, or caufe to
be given, any fuch poifon, or poifonous drug, although death may not en-

lue upon the taking thereof, the faid {lave or flaves, together with their

acceffaries, as well before as after the fact (being flaves), being duly con-

victed thereof before two juftices and five frecholders, fhall fuffer death,

or be confined to hard labour for life; as the faid juftices and frecholders

S fhall
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fhall determine ; any thing in this, or any other att, to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.

And whereas great numbers of horned cattle, fheep, goats, horfes, mares,
mules, and afles, are frequently killed and deftroyed by negro and other
flaves, in fo fecret and private a manner, that it is with the greateft difficulty
they can be found out and difcovered, in {fuch manner as to conviét them
of fuch offence, although large quantities of beef, mutton, and the flefh of
other valuable animals, are found upon him, her, or them ;—in order, there-
fore, to. prevent fuch evils in future, and to punifh the perpetrators of fuch
alls, agreeably to their crimes,~—be it further enaéted, by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall have in his, her, or their
cuftody or pofleflion, unknown to his or her mafter, owner, overfeer, or
other perfon who fhall have the overlooking or employing of fuch flave, any
frefh beef, veal, mutton,, or goat, or the flefh of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, in
any quantity exceeding five, and not exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch
negro or other [lave, upon due conviction thereof before any two magiltrates,
fhall be whipped, in fuch manner as fuch magiftrates fhall direct, not exceed-
ing thirty-nine lafhes ; and if there fhall be found in his, her, or their cuftody

or pofieflion a larger or greater quantity than twenty pounds weight of frefh
beef, veal, mutton, or goart, or the tiet of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, and

fuch flave fhall not give a fatisfactory account how he or the became pofleffed
of fuch meat, that then fuch negro or other {lave, upon conviétion before

two magiftrates and five frecholders where fuch crime thall be committed,.

fhall fuffer fuch punithment as they fhall think proper to infli&, not extend-
ing to life or limb:—but if it fhall appear, on the trial, that fuch negro or
other flave fhall have ftolen and killed fuch horned cattle, theep, goats, horfe,
mare, mule, or afs, fuch negro or other flave, on convition thereof, fhall
fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as the court fhall think proper to

inflit,

And whereas it is neceffary to declare, hiow and in what manner flaves fhall
be tried for the feveral crimes hereafter to be by them committed ;—for
which purpofe, be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the firft day of March aforefaid, upon complaint made to any jultice of the
peace, of any felony, burglary, robbery, burning of houfes, cane-pieces, re-
bellious confpiracies, compafling or imagining the death of any white perfon
or perfons, or any other offence whatfoever, committed by any flave or flaves,
that thall fubje& fuch flave or flaves to {uffer death, or any other fevere pu-

nifhment ;.
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atthment; fuch juftice fhall iffue out his warrant for apprehending fuch of-
fender or offenders, and for all perfons to come before him that can give evi-
dence, (and the evidence of {laves againft one another, in this and all other
cafes, fhall be deemed good and fufficient proof) ; and if, upon examination,
it appears probable, that the flave or flaves apprehended is or are guilty, fuch
juftice fhall commit him, her, or them to prifon, and certify to the next juf-
tice the caufe, and require him, by virtue of this a&, to affociate himfelf to
him ; which fuch juftice is hereby required to do; and they, fo aflociated,
fhall iffoe our their warrant, to fummon 2 {ufficient number of freeholders
(not lefs than nine), {o that five of fuch frecholders may be chofen by ballot,
{etting forth to them the matter, and requiring them, at a certain day and
place, to be exprefled in fuch warrant, and berween the hours of eight and
twelve in the forenoon, perfonally to be and appear before the faid juftices;;
at which time and place the faid juftices, and five of the faid frecholders,
thall caufe the faid lave or flaves, fo charged with any of the faid crimes, and
the evidence or evidences, to come before them ; and the faid freeholders
thall, by the faid juftices, be fworn to judge uprightly,”and according to evi-
dence, in the matter then before them ;~—and if the {aid juftices and free-
holders, or the major part of fuch court and jury, (of whom one to be a juf-
tice, as in all trials upon this a&t), upon hearing of the evidence, fhall judge
the criminal or criminals guilty of the offence complained of, they fhall give
{fentence of death, or confinement to hard labour for life, or otherwife, or
fuch other punithment as the fzid juftices and freeholders fhall determine,
according to the nature of the offence, and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be
carried into execution, and at fuch time and place as they fhali think proper;
(women with child only excepted, whofe execution fhall be refpited till after
delivery) :—Provided always neverthelefs, that nothing in this at contained
fhall hinder or prevent the juftices, upon any fuch trial, where any flave or
{laves fhall be condemned to die, from refpiting the execution of fuch fen-
tence for any term not exceeding thirty days, or untl the pleafure of the
commander in chief thall be known, in cale proper caufe fhall appear to
them for fo doing, on the requeft of any of the juftices or jury who may have
far on the trial.

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where the pumfhment of death is inflicted, the execution fhall be pefformed
in a public part of the parifh, and with due folemnity; and care fhall be
taken by the gaoler or deputy-marthal, that the criminal is free from intoxi-

| cation
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cation at the time of his trial, and from thence to and at the time of his exe-

cution, under the penalty of five pounds :—and the mode of fuch exzecution
fhall be hanging by the neck, and no other ; and the body fhall be afterwards
difpofed of in fuch manner as the juftices prefiding at the trial fhall dire@ :
and provided alfo, that where feveral flaves are capitally conviéted for the

fame offence, one only fhall {uffer death, except in cafes of murder or rebel-
lion,

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any
(lave or flaves fhall wilfully, and with evil intent, give falfe evidence on any
trial had under this a&, fuch flave or flaves, being thereof convifted before
two juftices and five frecholders, fhall fuffer the fame punifhment as the per-

fon or perfons, on whofe trial fuch falfe evidence was given, would, if con-
vitted, have been liable to fuffer,

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any free ne-
gro, mulatto, or Indian, fhall hercafter, knowingly, fuffer any unlawful af-
fembly of flaves at his or her houfe or fettlement, every fuch free negto,
mulatto, or Indian fhail, upon due convi&ion thereof, fuffer fix months

imprifonment ;—provided neverthelefs, that information thereof fhall be
given, on oath, within flve days of fuch unlawfnl meeting,

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That all trials of
flaves for capital offences, {hall be held at the ufual place of meeting of the
wveltry in each parifh, or fuch other place or places as the juftices in feffion
in {uch parifh fhall {pecially appoint ; and a record fhall be entered up of
all proceedings thereon, in a book kept for that purpofe, by the clerk of the
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peace, or his lawful deputy, of the precinct; who is hereby obliged to attend

all fuch trials, and to record the proceedings within thirty days after fuch
trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds for each negle&; and he fhall be
entitled to receive from the churchwarden of fuch parifh the fum of two
pnunds fifteen fhillings, and no more, for attending each trial, entering up the
record, and any other bufinefs incidental thereto :=—=and further, that the

deputy-marfhal for the faid parifh, or fome proper perfon alting under him, .

fhall alfo be obliged to attend fuch trial, under the fame penalty of twenty
pounds for each neglet; and that he ihall be entitled to receive from the
churchwardens of fuch parifh, forty fhillings, for attending at the trial and:
execution, and no more,

And
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And be 1t further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That in all trials of
any {lave or flaves under this act, ten days notice, at the leaft, of fuch trial,
fhall be firflt given to the owner, proprictor, or pofleflor of fuch flave or
flaves, his, her, or their lawful attorney or attorneys, or other reprefentative
or reprefentatives ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftand-
lng. |

And be 1t further enalted, by the authority aforefaid, That in all cales
where any flave or flaves thall be put upon his, her, or their trial, by the
owner, proprietor, employer, or perfon entrufted with fuch flave or flaves,
and fhall be fentenced to die, or to hard labour during life in any of the
workhoufes of this ifland, the {aid juftices and frecholders, at the time of
uying fuch flave or flaves, thall alfo enquire ‘what fum or fums of money
fuch owner, proprietor, or employer of the faid flave or flaves ought to re-
ceive for fuch flave or flaves, and certify the fame under the hands of {uch juf-
tices and frecholders, or the major part of them, (one of whom to be a juftice),
fo that fuch fum or fums of money do not exceed the fum of forty pounds for
ecach flave executed, or fentenced to hard labour during life, as aforefaid,

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes
where any fiave or flaves fhall be brought 10 trial by the owaer, proprietor,
or employer of fuch {lave or flaves, and fhall be valued atcording to the di-
rection of this act, fuch flave or flaves thall be pzid for by the receiver-gene.

ral of this ifland, out of any moneys in his hands unappropriated.

And be 1t further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That any flave or
flaves committed to gaol for trial, or to give evidence, fhall be difcharged
by the marthal, if no proceedings are inftituted for fuch purpofe, within fif-
teen days from the day of fuch commitment.

And beat further enatted, by the authority aforefzid, That if any flave or
flaves, fentenced to hard labour for life, by virtue of this a&, in any of the
workhoufes in this ifland, fhall at any time wilfully run away, or make his
efcape from the faid workhoufe, and not return within three days, upon com-
plaint made to any juftice of the peace, fuch juftice, upon view of the record
of the coaviction of fuch flave or flaves, and upon proof of the identity of
fuch flave or flaves, fhall iffue his warrant, direted to the marfhal or confta-
ble, forthwith to apprehend fuch flave or flaves, and to caufe fuch flave or
flaves to be tried by two juftices and five frecholders, in manner dire&ted by

this
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this a&t for capital offences; and upon convition thereof, fuch flave or
ﬂaves ﬂla]l be punithed by death :~~or, in cafe the flave or flaves fo oﬂ"end-
'ing was or were not fentenced to hard labour for life, but for a limited time
only, then the faid juftices and freeholders fhall fentence and adjudge the
flave or flaves fo offeading to hard labour for life, in the fame, or fome other
workhoufe in the ifland.

And whereas there are many inferior crimes and mifdemcanors committed
. by.flaves, which ought to be punifhed in a fummary manner, by order of the
magiftrates ;=be it therefore enafed by the authority aforefaid, That from
and after the firft day of March aforefaid, it fhall and may be lawful for
any two _]uftlces of the peace to hear and determine, in 2 fummary manner,
all fuch crimes and mifdemeanors, and all other petit crimes and mifdemean-
_ors committed by flaves, and to order and dire&t fuch punifhment to be in-
ﬂ1&ed on them, as fuch Ju[’clces, in their judgment, fhall think fit; the ex-
pcnces whereof, which thall not exceed ten fhillings to the conﬁable, fhall be
. paid by the maﬂ:cr, owner, or emplayer of fuchflave or flaves ; and in cafe
fuch maﬁer, owner, or employer of fuch flave or flaves, fhall refufe or neglect
to pay fuch expences, it fhall and may be lawful for the faid juftices, or either
. _of them, to iflug hisor their warrant, under his or their hand and feal, direéted
to any. conﬁablc, for levying the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch
ma&er, owner, or employer, and to fell the fame at public outcry, for
the purpofc of paying fuch expences, together with the charges attending
the grantmg and executing fuch warrant, and fale of goods and chattels ;—
_returning the overplus, if any, to the owner thereof.

- And, whereas great advantages have arifen to the community from the
eﬁablﬂhment of, workhoufes in the refpe&wc parifhes in this xﬂand for the
. reception of runaway and other {laves s—and whereas there now grc many
fuch flaves in the poﬂ'cﬁ"mn of the provoft-marthal, or his lawful depyties,
“which might be employed in the workhoufes in this ifland to great advan-
tage j—be it thcreforc cna&cd by the authority at’orq{‘and That fron and
“after, the firlt day of March next, it fhall and may be lawul for the $overnors
- apd guardians of the refpective workhoufes in this ifland, if to them it fhall
- feem mect, to, demand and receive from the provo&-marﬁxﬂ or his lawful
dcputles, all or any of the runaway ncgroes or other llavcs in his or'their pof-

bo o
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‘his lawful deputies, the full amount of the fees, and other contingent

charges attending the {aid runaway flaves, during the time of their being
committed to gaol, agreeably to this or any former act; and the provoft-
marfhal, and his lawful deputies, thall comply with fuch requifitions, under
the penalty of fifty pounds.

And be it further ena@ed, by the authority aforefaid, That no runaway
flave fhall, on any account, be committed to gaol, by any magiftrate of a
parifh where there is any workhoufe eftablithed, but to fuch workhoufe
only.

And whereas many runaway {laves travel over the country with falfe or
forged tickets, and under pretence of being authorifed by their owners to
work out for wages for their mafter, or otherwife to hire themfelves out ;—
to prevent, therefore, fuch evil praftices, be it enalted by the authority
aforefaid, That no proprietor, attorney, or other perfons in pofleffion of any
flave or flaves, fhall in future permit any flave or flaves to work for, or hire
themfelves out to any perfon or perfons employing them for wages, by any
ticket or tickets merely under the hand or hands of fuch proprictor, or other
perfon in poffefiion as aforefaid, and that every authority fo given fhali be
null and void ; and that, inftead thereof, any ticket or tickets, empowering
fuch flave or flaves {o to work or hire themfelves out to any perfon or per-
{ons what{oever, fhall be figned by the clerk of the veftry of the parith where
fuch perfons fhall refide, or by either of the churchwardens of the faid parifh
for the time being, 2t the inftance and application of the proprietor, or other

_perion in pofleffion of fuch flaves, and that {uch authority fhall alfo be figned

by fuch proprietor, or other perfons in poffeffion, or fome perfon or perfons
properly authorifed by him er her; which ricket, fo figned, {hall be in force
for the fpace of three months from the date of fuch ticket, and no longer ;
and thar, for every fuch ticker, fo figned as aforefaid, there fhall be paid by
fuch perfon or perfons fo applying for fuch ticket, the fum of one fhilling
and three-pence, and po more, to the faid clerk of the veftry, who is hereby
required o regifter the name of fuch flave or flaves; and of fuch owner
or owners as (hall be menticned in fuch certificate or certificates, at every
quarierly veflry, in a book te be by him kept for that particular: purpofe

“only; which regifter fhall, at all times, be kept by the faid clerk of the

veftry open to ihc mfpefhon of ali perfons whomfocvcr, w:theut’ fce of re-

vard, | \
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And be it further enalted, by the authority aforefaid, That if the clerk
of the veftry in any of the feveral parifhes thall negleét his duty herein, he
fhall for every negluft forfeit the fum of five pounds, for the benefit of the
poor of the parilh where fuch clerk of the veltry fhall refide : which fum of
five pounds the clerk of the veftry fhall be lizble to pay, on conviction be-
fore the juftices and veftry of fuch parith where the offence thall anfe, fuch

conviftion to be figned by the fenior magiftrate of the parifh then pre-
fent,

And whereas many and great inconveniences and mifchiefs have arifen,
and may arife, by the retailers of rum and rum- punch entertaining of ne-

groes and other flaves, drinking and gaming in their houfes, yards, or
places adjacent thereto ; for prevention of which in future, be it further en-
alted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the firft day of March
aforefaid, no retailer of rum and rum-punch, or other liquors, thall fuffer
any {laves to meet to game, or ufe any fort of play within their houfes, yards,
or places adjacent thereto, or {uffer any flave or flaves to drink therein,
under the penalty of five pounds, to be recovered in a fummary manner,
before any two jultices of the peace of the parith where the offence fhall be
committed ;—and in cafe any retailer of rum and rum-punch, or other 1i-

quors, fhall be convi€ted of fuch offence, and fhall refufe to pay the faid fum
of five pounds, and the charges of L couviflion, fuch rwo juftices are

hereby empowered and required forthwith, by warrant under their hands
and feals, dire€ted to the conftable, to commit fuch offender or offenders to

the common gao! of the county or parith where the offence fhall be com-

mitted, there to remain until he or fhe fhall pay the faid fum of five pounds,
and charges as aforefaid ; one moiety of which faid fine thall be to the ufe
of the perfon informing, and the other moiety fhall be paid into the hands
of the churchwardens of {uch parifh, for the poor of faid parith; any Iaw,
cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding,

And whereas the permitting and fuffering negro and other flaves to keep
horfes, mares, mules, affes, or geldings, is attended with many and great
mifchiefs to the ifland in general ;—in order, therefore, to remedy the
fame, be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That on or before
the firft day of March aforefaid, the mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney,
guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon in poflfeflion of every
plantation or pen in this iffand, bhaving on any fuch plantation or pen any
' E 2 hotfe,
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herfe, mare, mule, ais, or gelding, the reputed property of any flave or
flaves, knowling the {ame to be fuch fhall caufe them to be taken up, and
fhall produce them at the moft public place in the parifh where taken up,
at fuch ume as the Juﬁiccs and veftry fhall, by advertifement in the public
news-papers, appoint for that purpofe, and that fuch horfes, mares, rnules,
affes, and geldings, be then and there fold and difpofed of at public outcry;
and if any mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, admini-
ftrator, or other perfon as aforefaid, fhall neglect or refufe fo doing, each
and every of them fhall, for every negle& or rcfufai re{pectively forfeit the
fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in a fummary manner before :i'ny
two juflices of the peace for the parith or precin& where fuch neglet or re-
fufal thall happen, by the oath of one or more credible Witnefs or witneffes 5
—which penalty fhall be, one moiety to the ufe of the poor of the parifh,

and the other moiety to the perfon complaining.

And be it further ena&ed, by the authority aforefaid, That from and after
the firt day of March aforefaid, no mafter, owner, proprietor, attorney,
guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other perfon in pofleflion of any plan-
tation, pen, or fettlement, thall knowingly permit or fuffer any flave or

flaves to keep on fuch plantatwn, pen, or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule,
HIS, or gtldlﬂg 3 and, in cafe of {o clcuns, {fhall fn wvCry offence forfmt the

fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in manner aforefaid.

And be it further enated, by the authority aforefaid, That every mafter,
owner, proprictor, attorney, guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other
perfon, at the refpetive times of their giving in an account of their flaves
and ftock to the juftices and veftry, fhall alfo make oath, that none of the
{aid horfes, mares, mules, affes, or geldings, fo gwen in, do belong to any
negro or other flave ; and that fuch perfon fo giving in, or his, her, or their
employer or employers, hath not, nor have, in his, her, or their poffeffion,
to his, her, or their knowledge or belief, any horie, mare, mule, afs, or geld-
ing belonging to, or reputed to belong to any flave or flaves;—and in cafe
any perfon or perfons fhall negled or refufe fo to do, every perfon fo ne-
gleding or refufing fhall, for every offence, forfeit the fum of twenty pounds;
to be recovered in the {amc fummary manner, and to be difpofed of a3

herein before mentioned,
‘And
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And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and
after the firft day of March aforefaid, no negro or other flave in this ifland
fhall purchafe or buy any horfe, mare, mule, afs, or gelding, under the pe-
dalty of forfeiting fuch Horfe, mare, mule, afs, or gelding, and to be dif-
pofed of as herein before mentioned :—and if any perfon whatfoever fhall
fell or givé any horle, mare, mule, afs, or gelding, to any negro or other
ftavey or to any perfon it truft: for fuch negro’ or other flave; every fuch
perfon fhall, for every fuch hotfe, mare, mule, afs, or gelding, fo fold or
given, forfeit the fum of twenty pounds; and every perfon who fhall pur-
chafe, or be concerned in the purchafe of any horfe, mare, mule, afs, or
gelding, in truft for any negro or other flave, thall forfeit the fum of twenty
pounds :—which faid penalties fhall be recovered in the fame fummary
manner, and difpofed of as herein before mentioned ; any law, cuftom, or
ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding,

And be it further enacled, by the authority aforefaid; That in future, when-
ever a warrant fhall be granted by one or more of His Majefty’s juttices of
the peace, againft any flave, if the faid flave cannot be immediately taken
on the faid warrant, the owner, poffeflor, attorney, guardian, or overfeer of
fuch flave fhall be ferved with a copy of the faid warrant; and if he, fhe,
or they, do not carry the faid flave before a magiftrate, to be dealt with ac-
cording to law on the faid warrant, and if it thall be afterwards proved that
the owner, poffeifor, attorney, guardian, or overfeer of fuch flave, wilfully
detained or concealed faid flave, he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one
hundred pounds.

And whereas feveral flaves have lately found means to defert from their
owners, and depart from this ifland, to the great damage of fuch owners,
in evil example to other {laves, who may thereby be induced to attempt or
confpire to do the fame ;—and whereas there is reafon to fufpect that fuch
flaves have been aided and affifted in fuch efcape and departure by other
perfons, and there i not any adequate punifhment provided by law for fuch
defertion and departure, or attempting or confpiring to defert and depart
this ifland, or for perfons aiding, affifting, or abetting {uch deferters :-—For
remedy whereof, be it further enacted, by the athority aférefaid, That from
and after the firft day of March aforefaid, if any flave fhall.run away from
his, her, or their owner or owners, employer or employers, and go off, or
confpire or attempt te go off this ifland, in any fhip, hoat, cance, or other

2 velicl
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wefiel or craft whatfoever, or be ‘niding, abetting, or affiting 0 any other

fave or flaves in fuch going off this ifla nd he, the, or they, fo running and

eoing off, or con{piring or attempting to go off, or {o aiding, aflifting, or
abetiing in fuch going off, (being duly convicted before two juftices and
five freeholders of the parith whereunto fuch flave or flaves {o offending fhall
belong), fhall fuffer fuch punithment as fuch two juflices and five free-
holders, or the majority thereof (one whereof tobea maglﬁrate),rﬂuall think
proper to inflit, not extending to life or Limb.

And be 1t further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any negro,
mulatto, or Indian, of free. condifion, fhall, on or after the firft day..of
March aforefaid, knowingly. be auding, aflifting, or abetting any-flave.or
flaves in going off this ifland, and-fhall be convitted thereof, cither in the
fupreme court, or in any of the affize courts of this ifland, {uch negro, mu-
latto, or Indian, of free condition, fhall lofe his or her freedom, and be
forthwith mranfported off this ifland by the provoft-marfhal-gencral, or:his
lawful deputy, into whofe cuftody fuch perfon or perlons fhall be com-
mitted ; and if fuch perfon or perfons, fo convicted, fentenced, and tran{-
ported, fhall afrerwards be found at large in this ifland, he, fhe, or they,
being thereof convicted before the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of
affize in this ifland, fhall fuffer death.

Aad be it further enalted, by the authority aforefaid, That if any white
perion or perfons fhall knowingly be aiding, aflifting, or abetting to any
flave or flaves in going off this ifland, he, the, or they, being convicted
thereof by bill, plaint, or information in the fupreme court of judicature,
or courts of affize, fhall forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds for each
flave ; one moiety whereof fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his
heirs and fucceflors, for and towards the fupport of the government of this
ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety to the party
or parties at whofe fuit or complaint fuch perfon was conviéted ; and fhall
alfo fuffer imprifonmeat, at the difcretion of the faid court, for any {pace of
fme not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprife.

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful to proceed againft the pcrfori or perfons {o aiding, aflifting,

or abetting fuch flave or ﬂavcs in going off this ifland, whether the prin-
- cipal
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eipal or principils be convifted or not; any thing in this, or any other act,
law, cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding.

And whereas the overfeers of eftates in this iffand make a frequent prac-
tice of leaving the feveral-eftates under their care and management, on the
re{péttive feafons allowed for negro holidays, whereby many dangerous
* meetings and pernicious praftices are carried on ;—in order, therefore,.to
prevent the like for the future, be it enalted by the authority aforefaid,
That if any overfeer in this ifland fhall abfent himfelf from the eftate under

his care and’management on any' of the pasticular lolidays herein before.

mentioned to be allowed' to flaves, without leave -of his employer, every

fuch overfeer {o oﬁ‘endmg fhall for every offence forfeit the fum of five.

pounds, to be recovered by information, upon eath, before any juftice
of the peace, in a fummary way, in the parith where fuch offence fhall
happen; any law, cuftom, or ufage to thc-cqntrary notwithftanding. °

And whereas many inconveniences have arifen from (laves -going-about
this ifland, under pretence of being free ;—in order to prevent the like for

the future, be it enatted by the authority aforefaid, That the juftices and.

veftry in each refpective parifh within' this ifland fhall, within three months
after the commencement of 'thi$ act, caufe diligent enquiry to-be. made

within their refpetive parifhes, as to the number of negroes, -mulattoes;-or.

Indians, of free condition, and caufe them' to be warned to attend ' at their
next meeting, and give an account 1In what manner they obtained their

freedom, that their names, and manner of* obtaining their freedom, may be-

regiftered in the ve[’cry-hnokq nf fuch parithes; and that-tliofe'.rot having
certificates, fhall receive a:certificate’ of their: freedom fromthe clerks of
fuch veftries refpeively ; which certificate they “arc-ihcreby obhgcd to.Bave
attefted under the hand and feal of the Comthander in chief for the time
being, within three months frony the date: thereof; under.the penalty of: fix
weeks 1mprifonment in the workhoufe; which certificate fhall, by the

Commander in chief for the time- bemg, be {b artefted without.fee or re--

ward :—and that {uch- cartlﬁcatc of ‘the freedom-of any negro, mulatto, or

Indian, as well’ thofe nowfree as thofe who may hereafter become. free,

fhall, by fuch free negro, mulatto, or Indian, be produced to the _]uﬁlces
and veltry on the twenty-fifth day -of March in each year, or.on the firft
velty -day after that- day,. to-be“by. them"infpedted, under the! penaltyof

forty
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. forty thillings on each negro, mulatto, or Indian, for.each negledt imwhich

certificate, fo to be atefied under the hand and. fcal of the Commandcr in
chief, as aforefaid, fuch negroes, mulattoes, or Indians fhall, and’ they

-are hereby obliged, confantly to -carry about- them, and.fhall alfo be
-obliged to wear the badge -of. their- fregdom, - ander the. pf:nallty of. ten

pounds for every negle& ;—free negross, mulagtees, or.ladians, Eof{aﬂ'ed
of a real eftate, or claiming any privileges or .immunities by, vxrtuc of, LARY

. Yaw of this ifland, excepted.

And be it furthcr ena&cd _by-the autharity aforefaid, That.if agy fuch

. pegro, mmlatro, or Indian, fhall negle&. to attend. the mftgy of each re-

fpeftive pusith as aforefaid, in order to fhew their nght to . frl:t:dom, after
having been warned five days at the leaft, (fuch waraing to be attefted on
oath by the perfon ferving the fame), fhall, .on not thewing fu&ic:ent caufe
for his or.her non-attendance, be, by warrant under-the haud and feai of
any one of His Majcﬂ:y s juftices of the peace where fuch offender refides,

taken np; and cdmmitted to gaol for the.fpace.of fix months,

- And be k.furﬁ& ena&ed, by-the authority. aforefaid, That if apy negro,

_alatto, .or Indian, as aforefaid,:fhall.:be obliged,. towards the. proof of

" freedotns. to. make {earch, mpurfuancc of this act, of hlS or her tu;le, n

. -any office of mmand the charge of - fuch fcarch or. fearchc$ fhall bc m:gdc

goo& to him or: hﬂ' by.the parifh where he or fhe refides.

And be. nfmthcr enated, by the authonty aforcfald That it fhall and
- msay.be lawful for. the juftice or juftices and frecholders aforcl'md and they

-are_hereby. required:.t0, do their. {feyeral and refpedtive dunes under th1§ aft,

- .when martiablaw-fhalb. happen £0-be in force, as.they m:ght or ought.to

th)'un]u:rmncg-— )
::t:ndtml
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Andbc 1r,fnrshc:. m;ﬁed, by the authonty aforcfald That 1f any pcﬂ'on,
warned. s .-juror to attend any, t5ial ppder and b,y virtue of: this adt, and
..fhall néglelt .af . refufe 10 antend {uch .tnal, be;ng firft; pv;r;xcd by thc mar-
- fhal or conftable_two days at leaflt: bcforc the trial, fuch juror fhall be, by
.. the faid magiftrates, . fined ina fum ]}0t Q;ca:ﬁt fortyihll];pgs; t0, be, re-

vmmib; warrant yhdex their-hands anddeals, diveshed to-the, rqa:ﬂml or

coniftable,
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conftable, for levying the fame on the goods and chattels of fuch juror fo
neglecting or refuling to attend fuch trial, and the fame to be fold at public
outcry, returning the overplus, if any, after deduting the charges and
expences attending the executing the {aid warrant, and five per centum on
the amount of the fale of goods and chattels :—and which fine fhall be pad
into the hands of the churchwardens, for the ufe of the poor of the parifh
where fuch neglect or refufal fhall happen.~~And it is hereby provided, that
fuch magiftrates, jurors, or negro evidences, warned on the trial of ne-
groes, in going to, attending on, and returning from the fame to their
homes, be proteCted in their perfons from all judicial or mefne pro-
cefs, '

And be it further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That if the provoft-
marfhal, or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful conftable, fhall wil-
lingly or negligently {uffer any flave or flaves to efcape, who fhall be com-
mitted to his or their cuftody for any offence under this act, fuch marfhal
or conftable who fhall fuffer fuch efcape, fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds
to the owner of fuch flave or flaves, for every flave fo efcaping.

And be 1c further enatted, by the authority aforefaid, That no negro or
other {lave fhall be allowed to hunt any cattle, horfes, mares, mules, or
affes, in any part of this ifland, with lances, guns, cutlafles, or other inftru-
ments of death, unlefs in the company of his or their mafter, overfeer, or
fome other white perfon by him or them deputed, or by permiffion in writ-
ing; andat any negro or other flave fhall offend contrary to the true intent
and meaning of this a&t, he or they, being thereof convicted before two
jultices and five freeholders, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as they fhall
think proper to 1nfli&t, not extending to life or limb.

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid, That all penaltics
in this act mentioned, and not already declared how they fhall be recovered
and applied, fhall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered in a
fummary manner before any two of His Majefty’s juftices of the peace,
by diftrefs and fale of the offender’s goods and chartels ; and if exceed-

ing twenty pounds, to be recovered in the fupreme court of judicature of

this ifland, or 1n either of the courts of affize, by a@tion of debt, bill,
plaint, or information, wherein no effoign, protedtion, wager of law, or #si
vult ultersus profequi, fhall be entered ; one moiety of which penalties fhall

F be
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be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and to-
wards the fupport of the government of this ifland, and the contingent
charges thercof, and the other moiety to the informer, or him, her, or them

who fhall fue for the fame.

And be it further enafed, by the authority aforefaid, That this aét, and
every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in
force from the firft day of March, which will be in the year of our Lord

one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-cight, until the thirty-firlt day of
December, which will be in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun-

dred and ninety, and no longer.

this 22d day of Dec. 1787. ¢ this 22d Day of Dec. 178;. ¢ the 19th day of Dec 1787.

Passzo rax Covumell, I eoNsENT, PASSED THE ASSEMELT,
W.DUNLOP, ¢/, Ce=. ALURED CLARKE. [S.W.HAUGHTON, Speaker.
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