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A 4G for the better Order and Government of the Negroes 1788.
) . . | W |
belonging to the feveral Negro-Towns, and for preventing Pl thra
) . of January.
them from purchafing of Slaves ; and for encouraging the
Jaid Negroes to go in Purfuit of Runaway Slaves ; and
Jfor other Purpofes therein mentioned.

WHEREAS diforders frequently happen in the'feveral Negro- Acr 34.
Towns, for want of authority in the chief or commanding p,.imbic.
officers of the negroes to keep a proper command over the reft, and
becaufe the white men who refide among them are not vefted with
legal power to punifh them ; and it being neceflary, for the retaining
thofe negroes in their duty and obedience, that an exaét difcipline
fiould be obferved, that all diforders, tumults, and difturbances
among them may be fupprefled on their firft appearance, and the
authors and abettors of them be brought to fpeedy punithment : We,
your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal fubjects, the Affembly of this your
Majetty’s ifland of Jamaica, do mott humbly befeech your Mijeity
that it may be enacled; Be it therefore enalled by the Licutenant-Go-
vernor, Council, and Affembly of the faid ifland, and it is beredy
enacted and ordained by the autbority of the fami, That, from and after Maroon Ne.
the paffing of this ac, every negro refident in, or belonzing to, any 5{,2;?;2‘;“
of the Negro-Towns, who fhall difobey the Governor’s orders, or orders of tha
the orders of the Commander in Chiet tor the time being, or excite ,n"é\:“;{c(:
others to do the fame, or thall exaite, caufe, or join in any ditorder, :;:“' pruifa
tumult, or difturbance, tending to break the peace and geod order )
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of the faid towns, or any of them, fhall fuffer fuch punithment a
thall be infli¢ted by the Superintendent, or white man, refiding in the
{2id town to whichi the offender belongs, and four of the negroes of
the faid town, of which the chief or commanding officer fhall be
one, not extending to life or limb,

1. And be it further enacted by the autbority aforefa:d, That the
Governor or Commander in Chief for the time being may, by virtue
of this a&, have full power and authority to grant commiffions tw
the white men and negroces, refiding in or belonging to each of the
Negio-Towns, for trying and punithing fuch offenders as aforefid:
Provided aiw s, end ir i hereby enalied by the authority aforefui,
That it thall and may be lawful, upon complaint made to any Juftice
of the Peace, of any felony or other crimes committed by any ne-
gro or negroes refident in, or belonging to, the faid Negro- I'owns,
for fuch Juftice to iffuc out his warrant for-apprehending fuch offen-
der or offenders, and for all perfons to come before him that can
give evidence; and if, upon examination, it appears probable that
the negro or negroes apprehended is or are guilty, fuch Juftice fhall
commit him, her, or them to prifon, and certify to the next Juftice
the caufe, and require him, by virtue of this a&, to affociate him-
felf to him; which fuch Juftice is hereby required to do; and they,
fo aflociated, fhall iflue out their warrant, to fummon a fufficient
number of frecholders, not lefs than nine, fo that five of fuch free.
holders fhall be chofen by ballot, fetting forth to them the matter,
and requiring them, ata certain day and place, to he exprefled in
fuch warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve in the
forenoon,. perfonally to be and appear before the faid Juftices;
which time and place the faid Jultices, and five of the faid free-
holders, fhall canfe the faid negro or negroes, fo charged with any
fuch felony or other crimes,. and the evidence or evidences, to com
before them ; and the faid frecholders fhall, by the fid Juftices, bt
fworn to judge uprightly, and according to evidence, on the matte
then before them; and if the faid Juftices and frecholders, or the
major part of fuch Court and Jury, (one of whom to be a Juftice)
{hall judge the criminal or criminals guilty of the offence complainel
of, they fhall give fentence of death, tranfportation, or fuch othe
punifhment as the faid Court fhall determine, according to the natur
of the offence; and fhall caufe fuch fentence to be carried into exe
cution, at fuch time and place as they fhall think. proper; women
with child only excepted, whofe execution fhall be refpited till af-
ter delivery : Provided always, That in all cafes where fentence of
death hall be paffed (excepting for murder, or rebellious confpiracy),
execution fhall. be refpited until the pleafure of the Commander
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in Chief fhall be fignified thereon: Provided alfo, That nothing in 1788,

this a@ contained fhall prevent the Juftices, upon any fuch trial, ‘“evm’

from refpiting the execation of any fentence, until the pleafure of

the Commander in Chief fhall in like manner be fignified, in cafe

praper caufe fhall appear to them for fo doing: Provided alfs, That

if any of the negroes belonging to the Negro-Towns in this ifland,

fhail be tried by two Juftices and five frecholders, or by the white

men and negroes commiflioned as aforefaid, and fhall be acquitted

of any of the crimes or offénces as aforefaid, fuch acquittal or con-

vicion thall be a full bar to any other proceedings for the fame of-

fnce.
II. And whereas feveral of the negroes belonging to the Negro-

Towns have frequently left their feveral towns, and continued abfent

from them a confiderable time, without the leave of their command-

ing ofticer; or, having had fuch’ leave, have not returned by the

time prefcribed to them, but have rambled about the feveral parifhes

of this ifland, and been hatrboured and concealed in divers places,

whereby they have had opportunities of going among the flaves of

the neighbouring plantations, creating factions and difputes among

fome, and perfuading and enticing others to run away from their

owners, contrary to the articles upon which they furrendered; whicl

practices, if not timely prevented, will not only leflen the authority

of thofe who now, are appointed, and fuch others as the Governor or

Commander in Chief of this ifland fhall hereafter appoint, to com-

mand them, but may be attended with other ill confequences: For

prevention of which, Be ## enaéled and declared by the authority afore-

Juid, 'That, from and after the pafling of this at, every negro be- Mireon e

lnging to any of the Negro-Towns aforefaid, who (hall abfent him iy them.

« hertelf from the town to which he or fhe belongs, without leave ff:;’:'&'a":ﬁ'

of the commanding officer thereof, fignified in writing, under the lowed them

hnd of the Superintendent, or the white man refiding among them ; {rm et o

or who, having had leave, fhall continue abfent therefrom for the their free-

[pace of feven days after the expiration of fuch leave; upon com- “*™

plaint made to any magiftrate of the parith where he or fhe fhall

happcn to be at that time, fhall be committed to the Marthal of the

parith or precinét where he or the fhall be taken, and fhall be fent by

him to the county gaol, in order to be brought to trial for fuch of-

fence, before two Juftices and five frecholders, in the manner herein

before dire@ed ; and, upon conviction of the crime, as aforefaid, the

Jutices and freeholders, or the major part of them (one of whom

tobe a Juftice of the Peace), are hereby’ empowered to infli& fuch

punithment as they fhall think proper, not extending to life or limb;

ad in cafe the faid two Juftices and five frecholders, or the major

part
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1788, part of them, {hill think proner to deprive anv offender, convidy
A under this act, of his or her ircedom, they thall then order him
her to be tranfported of this ifland by the Receiver-General for the
time being, and fold; and the money arifing from fuch tranfporty
tion and fale to be to our Sowe,cmn Lord the King, his heirs ay
fucceffors, for and towards the fupport of the government of th

ifland, and the contingent charges thereof.
Manestcon- 1V, dnd be it /Lut’J') "mdez’ by the autbority ufﬁrc/uu, That every
:C‘:l‘fl‘]‘ff;‘q negro, bdonrrm"to any of the \Tcmo Towns in this ifland, who fhujj
to ris awsy €ntice, Or endcqvom to cntice or perhud any flave or flaves to ry
from their away from their feveral and refpedtive owners, and be thereof con.

cwners, {0

??;ffi;"‘jid victed in manner and form as aforefaid, thall forfeit his or her fre.

be ranfoart. dom, and be tranfported off this ifland as aforefaid, and {old; and

ec. the money arifing from fuch traniportation and fule thall be to ou
Sovereign Lord thc King, his heirs and fucceflors, for and towards
the fupomt of the government of this ifland, and the contingent
charges thereof; any law, cuftom, or ufags to the contrary noi
withiianding.

V. And whereas fome of the negroes formerly in rebellion haye
purchafed flaves, and it is .Apprehcndcd that more flaves may be bought
by them, which may be of 1il confequence to this ifland, if not pre.

Maroons nat yented ; Be it therejore enasted by the anthority aforefisd, That m
Merer, under NEQIO, b(:lonamrT to any of the Negro-Towns in ' thisiffand, thall pur-
?::;n‘;!l‘;fc‘;" chafe or buy any {lave or flaves w hat[ovver, uncer the penalty of for
vatens o feiting fuch flave or flaves to his Majetty ; and if any merchant, fac.
Lls‘ﬂ:;fcr tor, or other perfon whatfoever, fhall knowingly fell , OF crlvc any
w0 ay citar ilave or {laves to any negro belonging to either of thc Negro- Towns in
pubn it this ifland, or to any other perion in truft for, or to the us of the
roun, to - aforef2id negroes, every fuch merchant, factor, or other perfon, fhall
fitioch o1 every negro fo fold or given, forfeit the fum of One Hundrei
Perfons buy- Pounds; and every perfon who fhall purchafe, or be concerned in th
ing e s purchafe of any flave or flaves, in truft for any of the faid negros
;:intn;éot:ﬁ belonging to the f2id Negro-Towns, fhall forfeit the like fumd
’ One Hundred Pounds;; which faid penalties, and each of them, fhalj
be recovered in the Supreme Court of Judicature of this ifland, b
aétion of debt, bill, plunt or information, wherein no efloign, prg
teétion, wager of law, or injunction, fhall be grantcd or allowcd {
Non wul: u/ter:zu rofequi be entered; and one .moiety thereof fhd
be to our Sover:ign Lord the King, his heirs and {ucceffors, for and
towards thc fupport of the government of this ifland, and the con-
tingent charges thercof, and the other moiety to the informer, o
hlm her, or them who fhall fue for the fame; any law, cuftom, o

piage to the contrary notwithftanding.

VI, An
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B V1. nd be it further enadted by the authority aforefaid, That the 1788,
coporintendent of each and every of the Negro-Towns in this ifland, '

or the white man refiding there, fhall, as often as he {ends out any i”,‘,:,’,";",‘ci;’.c
picte on duty, pive I.u's orders in yriting to the comn.landmg officer :"'r:;;“fm:‘n“n'"c
¢+ tuch party, {pecitying at whofe requeft fuch party is ordered out, Superintend-
the names of the otficers and men compofing fuch party, and the f)‘“'“ﬁ‘hﬁf;r‘c
wi> when fuch party is to return; and that, on the return of {uch requet they
~stv, the Superintendent or white man refiding in the town from 3¢ tedesh
whence fuch party was fent out fhall, and he is hereby obliged to,

m.ke oath on the back of {uch order or orders, that the fervice on

R which fuch party or parties were fent out was duly performed, or as

the circumitances of the cafe may happen to be; which eath any

magiftrate is hereby authorifed and empowered to adminifter: Pro- party ta
§ ../ always, That no Superintendent or white man, refiding in any be ordered to
o the Negro-Towns, thall order any party to remain’ out, at any seceding 20-
time, cxceeding twenty days. . days.

VIL. And, as an encouragement for fuch party to do their duty,

Be it enaéied by the authority aforefaid, That a reward, not exceeding Rewards al.
fosty fhillings, befides mile-money, fhall be paid for every runaway loved ff‘f;;p_
negro, or other flave taken by them, and a reward, not exceeding preheading
twenty thillings, for every runaway taken by a Maroon or Maroons, fireY
when not on party; which rewards fhall be:adjudged by any ma-

giltrate.

VIII. And whereas it often happens, that maroon negroes are hired
or employed by white people, and find ditticulty in recovering their
it demands ;  Be it enaéled by the anthority aforefaid, That all fuch Demands for”
lebts due to, or from, mareon negroes, fhall be determined by two L‘(',’:;rf{,’,‘;';;
magiftrates, in as {fummary a manner as is directed by the 111th a&t Maroons.
of this ifland, to decide all differences between matfters and fervants,

IX. And whereas it is proper and neceflary that maroon negroes
hould be protected in their perfons againft the violence of evil-dif-
pofed white perfons, and free perfons of colour; Be sz therefore
maéted, 'That, from and after the pafling of this act, any perfon or Perfens beat--
perfons whatfoever that fhall wantonly or cruelly whip, beat, bruife, wahg:;"i‘::"
or wound any maroon negro or maroon negroes, fhall be fubje to able.
be indicted for the fame, at the Court of Quarter-Seflions of the pa-
tith or precinét where the offence happens; and, upon being thereof
legally convicted, he, fhe, or they fhall fuffer fuch punifhment, by
fine or imprifonment, as fuch Court fhall think proper to inflick ; any
law, cuftom, or ufage to the contrary notwithftanding.

X. wind be it further eralted by the authority aforef1id, That the goeintend--
fuperintendent of each and every of the Negro-Towns thall, once in :ntsosee cver
erery three months, during the continuance of this uct, make a re- () St
‘ Uz turn
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1793, turn, on oath, to the Governor or Commander in Chief for the timg
—~ being, of the number of negroes refiding in each of their refpeQive
furn to the towns, fetting forth particularly the nunber of men capable of bear
in Chick, of ing arms, as alfo thofe unfit for duty; the number of women and chil-
therumberof 4 on 5 the condition of the houfe in which fuch Superintendent re.
f;(c'::{::]v:hdr fides, together with the condition of the roads leading from the Ne.
toral. gro-Towns to the fettlements.

XI. And whereas the roads leading to many of the Negro-Towns
are great part of the year very bad, and {ometim:s almoft impaffable;

Maroen ne- By 1 enacfed by the authority aforefaid, That the negroes belonging

::::;’y:::etu to each of the Negro-Towns fhall, once every year, repair the roads

;:g;‘:!':‘lfﬁng leading to their refpetive towns and fettlements, when they thall be

to theirre.  J0 ordered by their Superintendent; and, as an encouragsment to the

{f\:":‘."‘ faid negroes to amend and keep the faid roads in repair, the Receiver-
General for the time being, or the Commiffaries appointed, or to be
appointed, for the faid towns, thall pay to each negro man belenging
to the faid towns, who fhall be employed in making and repairing
the roads leading to the faid towns, one ryal per day; oath being firft
made by the Superintendent, or white man refiding in the towns, of
the number of negroes actually employed, and the time they worked
on the faid roads: Provided always, That {uch pay do not exceed the
fum of Ten Founds to each Negro-Town in each year.

X1I. And whereas the fending out parties of negroes, belonging
to the feveral Negro-Towns, to fcour the woods, and take up run-
away flaves, will be of great eafe and advantage to the planters and
white inhabitants of the ifland ; Be #¢ enaited by the authority afore-

ghanmment faid, That, as an encouragement to the faid parties to be diligent in
ofpar 1o the the fuid fervice, there fhall be poid by the Receiver-General for the
men of eack  time being, or by the Commiffaries appointed, or to be appointed, for
party while the faid towns, to the officer among the negroes in each party, in the
daty, rank of a Captain, two fhillings and fixpence per day; to a Lieute-
nant, one fhilling and three pence per day; and to every common
man, one ryal per day, when on actual duty, and no longer; and
that each party ordered out thall be fupplied with a proportionable
quantity of provifions and ammunition, requifite for the fervice they
thall be fent on, to be approved of by the Commiffary; and that no
party fhall confift of more than fix men, including officers, except on
articular occafions.

hinsatnbe XL And be it further enasfed by the authority aforefaid, That
;f;{-;’;“)’“‘s‘:w this act be read and explaincd, once every three months, by the white

1y 3 monthe, man refiding in each of the Negro-Towns, to the negroes therein.
cominnnce XUV And be it further enacted by the authority aforefaid, That
sfwwad  this a®t, and every claufe, matter, and thing therein contained, f.hall
continu$
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—
continue and be in force, from the paffing thereof, for and during 1788.

the term of feven years, and no longer., et

p———
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