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An Act to repeal an Act, intitled, " An Act to repeal feveral Acts, and

Claufes of Acts, reſpecting Slaves, and for the better Order and Go-

vernment of Slaves, and for other Purpoſes :" And alfo to repeal the

feveral Acts, and Claufes of Acts, which were repealed by the Act in-

titled as aforefaid ; and for confolidating and bringing into one Act the

ſeveral Laws relating to Slaves, and for giving them further Protection

and Security; for altering the Mode of Trial of Slaves charged with

capital Offences ; and for other Purpoſes.

Wallthe laws refpecting the order and go-

THEREAS it is for the public good, that

vernment of flaves fhould be confolidated

and brought into one law, in order to prevent con-

fufion, and that justice may more effectually be

executed refpecting flaves : And whereas it is

found neceflary, for the purpoſe of giving further

fecurity to flaves, that the mode of trial of flaves

charged with capital offences fhould be altered:

And whereas, in order thereto, it is neceffary that

all the hereinafter mentioned laws, and clauſes of

laws, ſhould be repealed ; viz . an act of the Go-

vernor, Council, and Affembly of this Ifland, in-

titled, " An act for regulating fervants," paffed in

the year of our Lord one thouſand fix hundred and

eighty-one alſo, the fixth clauſe of an act of the

Governor, Council, and Affembly, intitled, " A

fupplemental and explanatory act," paffed in the

year of our Lord one thoufand fix hundred and

eighty-three : alfo, the firft, fecond, third, fourth,

fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh,

twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, fixteenth,

feventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth,

twenty-first, twenty-fecond, twenty-third , twenty-

fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-fixth, twenty-feventh,

twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-firft,

thirty-fecond, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, thirty-

fifth, thirty-fixth, thirty-feventh, thirty-eighth,

thirty-ninth, forty- fifth, forty-fixth, forty-feventh,

forty- eighth, and forty -ninth claufes of one other

act ofthe Lieutenant- Governor, Council, and Af-

fembly, intitled, " An act for the better order and

government of flaves," paffed in the year ofour

Lord onethouſand fix hundred and ninety- fix : alfo,

one other act, for the more effectual puniſhment of

crimes committed by flaves, paffed in the year of

our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and feven-

teen alfo, one other act, for the encouragement

of voluntary parties to fupprefs rebellions and

runaway negroes, paffed in the year of our Lord

one thouſand feven hundred and eighteen : alfo,

one other act, intitled, " An act to inflict further

and other punishments on the tranfgreffors of two

feveral acts, the one intitled, An act for the bet-

ter order and government of flaves ; and the

other intitled, An act to prevent the enticing or

inveigling of flaves from the poffeffors, and for

the preventing the tranſportation of flaves by

mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and for

regulating abufes committed by flaves," paffed in

the year ofour Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred

and twenty-five : alfo, one other act, to repeal

part ofan act, intitled, " An act for the more ef-

fectual punishment of crimes committed by flaves,

and to oblige the feveral parishes to pay for all ne-

groes executed in each refpective pariſh," paffed

in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred

and forty : alfo, one other act, to explain and

amend an act, intitled, " An act for the better or-

der and government of flaves, andthe making free

and rewarding a negro named Hector, belonging

to Thomas Fuller, Efquire, and paying his faid

mafter the value of the faid negro," paffed in the

year of our Lord one thouſand feven hundred and
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forty-four: alfo, one other act, to inflict further

and other punishments on runaway flaves, and fuch

as fhall entertain them, paffed in the year of our

Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-nine :

alic, one other act, to amend an act, intitled, " An

act for the more effectual punishment of crimes

committed by flaves, and to oblige the feveral pa-

rishes to pay for all negroes executed in each re-

fpectiveparish," paffed in the year ofour Lord one

thoufand feven hundred and forty-nine : alfo, the

fixth and ſeventh clauſes of an act, to prevent the

clandeftine killing and marking of cattle, and for

the better regulating of hunting, paffed in the faid

year of our Lord one thousand feven hundred and

forty-nine and alío, an act, intitled, " An act to

explain part of an act, intitled, An act for the

better order and government of flaves, and for in-

flicting further and other punishments on perfons

killing negroes or flaves," paffed in the year of our

Lord one thoufand ſeven hundred and fifty-one :

alfo, one other act, to remedy the evils arising from

irregular affemblies of flaves, and to prevent their

poffefling arms and ammunition, and going from

place to place without tickets, and for preventing

the practice of obeah, and to restrain overſeers

from leaving the eftates under their care on cer-

tain days, and to oblige all free negroes, mulat-

toes, or indians, to regifter their names in the

veftry-books of the refpective parishes of this

Ifland, andto carry about them the certificate, and

wear the badge of their freedom, and to prevent

any captain, mafter, or fupercargo of any veffel,

bringing back flaves tranfported off this Ifland,

paffed inthe year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven

hundred and fixty : alfo, one other act, to explain

and amend an act, intitled, " An act to remedy the

evils arising from irregular affemblies of flaves,

and to prevent their poffeffing arms and ammu-

nition, and going from place to place without tic-

kets, and preventing the practice of obeah, andto

reſtrain overſeers from leaving the estates under

their care on certain days, and to oblige all free

negroes, mulattoes, and indians, to regifter their

names in the veftry -books of the refpective pa-

rishes of this Iſland, and to carry about them the

certificate, and wear the badge of their freedom,

and to prevent any captain, maſter, or fupercargo

of any veffel, bringing back flaves tranfported off

this Ifland," paffed in the year of our Lord one

thouſand feven hundred and fixty - one : alfo, one

other act, to repeal an act, intitled , " An act for

the more effectual preventing negroes and other

flaves from deferting from their owners, and de-

parting from this Ifland in a clandeftine manner,

and to punish fuch perfons as fhall be aiding, af-

fifting, or abetting fuch flaves in their eſcape, and

for the more effectual preventing negroes and

other flaves from deferting from their owners, and

departing from this Iſland in a clandestine man-
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ner, and to puniſh fuch perfons as fhall be aiding,

allifting, or abetting fuch flaves in their efcape,"

paffed inthe year of our Lord one thouſand feven

hundred and ſeventy-one : alfo, one other act,

paffed in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven

hundred and feventy - eight, intitled, “ An act to

explain, alter, and amend an act, paffed inthe year

of our Lord one thouſand fix hundred and ninety-

fix, intitled, An act for the better order and go-

vernment offlaves : " and alfo, the thirty- firſt claufe

of an act, paffed in the year of our Lord one thou-

fand feven hundred and eighty, intitled, “ An act

to repeal an act, intitled, An act to prevent the

enticing or inveigling of flaves from the poffef-

fors, and for the preventing the tranſportation of

flaves by mortgagors and tenants for life and

years, and for regulating abufes committed by

flaves :" and alſo one other act, intitled , “ An act

to inflict further and other puniſhments on the

tranfgreffors of two feveral acts, the one intitled,

An act for the better order and government of

flaves, and the other intitled, An act to prevent

the enticing or inveigling of flaves from the

poffeffors, and for the preventing the tranſporta-

tion of flaves by mortgagors and tenants for life or

years, and for regulating abufes committed by

Llaves :" and alfo, one other act, intitled, " An act

to repeal part of an act, intitled, An act for the

better order and government of flaves :" and alſo,

of one other act, intitled, " An act to prevent the

enticing or inveigling of flaves from the poffeffors,

and for the preventing the transportation of flaves

by mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and

for regulating abufes committed by flaves :" and

alfo, part of one other act, intitled, " An act to in-

flict further and other punishments on the tranf-

greffors of two feveral acts , the one intitled, An

act for the better order and government of flaves,

and the other intitled, An act to prevent the en-

ticing and inveigling of flaves from the poffeffors,

and for the preventing the tranfportation of flaves

by mortgagors and tenants for life and years, and

for regulating abufes committed by flaves :" and

alfo, part of an act, intitled, " An act for the bet-

ter order and government of flaves, and to prevent

the hiding, concealing, inveigling, detaining,

knowingly harbouring, or employing the flaves of

others, and for preventing the tranſportation of

flaves by mortgagors and tenants for life and

years, and for regulating abufes committed by

flaves :" and alfo, one other act, intitled, " An act

to repeal feveral acts, and claufes of acts, reſpecting

flaves, and for the better order and government of

flaves, and for other purpoſes," paffed the twenty-

fecond day of December, in the year ofour Lord

one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeven :

And whereas it is neceffary to make further and

other proviſion for the better order and govern-

ment offlaves, that juſtice may hereafter be more

effectually
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effectually administered: We, therefore, Your Ma-

jefty's dutiful and loyal fubjects, the Affembly of

this Your Majefty's 'Iſland of Jamaica, do moſt

humbly befeech Your Majefty that it may be en-

acted; Be it therefore enacted, by the Lieutenant

Governor, Council, and Affembly of the faid Ifland,

and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the au-

thority ofthe fame, That from and after the firſt

day of January, which will be in the year of our

Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-nine,

all and every the faid hereinbefore mentioned laws ,

and clauſes oflaws, and every part thereof, be and

ftand annulled, repealed, and made void, and are

hereby annulled, repealed, and made void, to all

intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; anything in the

faid laws, and clauſes of laws, or in any other law,

contained to the contrary in any wife notwith-

ftanding.

II. And whereas nothing can contribute more

to the good order and government of ſlaves than

the humanity of their owners in providing for,

and fupplying them with, good and wholeſome

provifions and proper and fufficient clothing, and

all fuch other things as may be proper and ne-

ceffary for them during their being in a ſtate of

flavery; for which end and purpoſe, Be it further

enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That from and

after the first day of January aforefaid, every

mafter, owner, or poffeffor of any plantation or

plantations, pens, or other lands whatſoever, fhall

allot and appoint a fufficient quantity of land for

every flave he fhall have in poffeffion upon or

belonging to fuch plantation or plantations, pens,

or other lands, as and for the proper ground of

every fuch flave, and allow fuch flave fufficient

time to work the fame, in order to provide him,

her, or themſelves with fufficient provifions for

his, her, or their maintenance ; and alſo all ſuch

mafters, owners, or poffeffors of plantations, pens,

or other lands, ſhall plant upon fuch plantations,

pens, or other lands, in ground proviſions, at leaſt

one acre of land for every ten negroes that he

fhall be poffeffed of on fuch plantation, pen, or

other lands, over and above the negro grounds

aforefaid, which lands fhall be kept up in a

planter-like condition, under the penalty of fifty

pounds. Andwhereas it may happen, that in many

plantations, pens, fettlements, and towns in this

ifland, there may not be lands proper for the pur-

pofes aforefaid, then and in that cafe the mafters,

owners, or poffeffors, do by fome other ways and

means make good and ample provifion for all

fuch flaves as they fhall be poffeffed of, in order

that they may be properly fupported and main-

tained, under the penalty of fifty pounds.

III. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That no mafter, owner, or poffeffor ofany

flave or flaves, whether in his or her own right,

or as attorney, guardian, truſtee, executor, or

otherwife, fhall difcard or turn away any fuch

flave or flaves on account or by reason of fuch

flave or flaves being rendered incapable of la-

bour or ſervice to fuch maſter, owner, or poſſeſ-

for, by means of fickneſs, age, or infirmity; but

every fuch mafter, owner, or poffeffor as aforefaid

fhall be, and he is hereby obliged to keep all fuch

flave or flaves upon his, her, or their properties,

and to find and provide them with wholeſome ne-

ceffaries of life, and not ſuffer fuch flave or flaves

as aforefaid to be in want thereof, or to wander

about, or become burthenfome to others for fuf-

tenance, under the penalty of ten pounds for every

fuch offence, to be recovered in a fummary man-

ner before any one juftice of the peace in this

Ifland ; who is hereby authorized, empowered,

and required to cauſe fuch mafter, owner, or pof-

feffor, his, her, or their attorney or agent, and

fuch other perfons as he fhall judge neceffary, to

be fummoned before him, to enable him to judge

and determine of the propriety of fuch informa-

tion, and whether fuch mafter, owner, or poffef-

for ought to incur the faid penalty ; and in the

mean time, and until fuch trial can be had, the

faid juftice of the peace, on his own view, or upon

the information of any white perfon, upon oath,

is hereby empowered and required to take up

fuch wandering, fick, aged, or infirm flave or

flaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, in the

nearest workhoufe, there to be clothed and fed,

but not worked, at the expence of the mafter,

owner, or poffeffor, until fuch trial as aforefaid can

be had ; and if it fhall appear to the faid juftice,

on fuch trial, that the party or parties fo com-

plained of is or are guilty of the faid offence, and

fhall refufe to pay the ſaid ten pounds, and the fees

to fuch workhoufe for the maintenance of fuch

flave or flaves, together with the charges of the

conviction, the faidjustice is hereby required and

empowered, under the penalty of twenty pounds,

forthwith, by warrant under his hand and feal, di-

rected to the conftable, to commit fuch offender or

offenders to the common gaol of the county or

pariſh where the offence fhall be committed, there

to remain until he or ſhe fhall pay the fum of ten

pounds, and charges as aforefaid ; one moiety of

which faid fine fhall be paid to the informer, and

the other moiety fhall be paid into the hands of

the church-wardens of fuch parish, for the poor

of the faid parish; any law, cuftom, or uſage to

the contrary notwithstanding.

IV. And, for the better encouragement offlaves

to do their duty to their mafters, owners, or pof-

feffors, Be it further enacted, by the authority afore-

faid,B 2
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faid, That every mafter, owner, or poffeffor of

flaves fhall, once in every year, provide and give

to each flave they fhall be poffeffed of, proper and

fufficient clothing, to be approved of by the juf-

tices and veftry of the pariſh where fuch maſter,

owner, or poffeffor of fuch flaves refide.

V. And be it further enacted, by the authority

forefaid, That all matters and miftreffes, owners,

or in their abfence, overfeers of flaves, fhall, as

much as in them lies, endeavour the inſtruction of

their flaves in the principles of the Chriftian re-

ligion, whereby to facilitate their converfion, and

fhall do their utmoft endeavours to fit them for

baptifm, and, as foon as conveniently they can,

fhall caufe to be baptifed all fuch as they can

make fenfible of a Deity and the Chriftian

faith.

VI. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That every mafter, owner, proprietor,

attorney, guardian, executor, adminiſtrator, or

other perfon, at their giving in an account of their

flaves and flock to the juftices and vestry, on the

twenty-eighthdayofDecemberin every year, fhall,

under the penalty of fifty pounds for every neg-

lect, alfo give in on oath an account ofthe quan-

tity of land in ground provifions, over and above

the negro grounds, upon fuch plantation, pen, or

other fettlement, where there are lands proper for

the cultivation of fuch provifions ; and where there

are not lands proper for fuch purpoſes, then an

account on oath of the provifion made on fuch

plantation, pen, or other fettlement, or means a-

dopted for the maintenance of the flaves thercon ;

and fhail alfo at the fame time, under the like pe-

nalty, give in an account on oath of the nature

and quantity of the clothing actually ferved to

each ilave on fuch plantation, pen, or other fettle-

ment, for the approbation of the juftices and vef-

try as aforefaid."

VII. And, in order to encourage flaves for every

good and worthy act that they fhall do, Be it fur-

ther enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That every

flave or flaves that fhall take up any runaway flave

or flaves, or inform against any perfon who fhall

have or conceal any runaway flave or flaves, fo

that fuch runaway flave or flaves may be taken

and restored to his owner or owners, every fuch

flave or flaves fo informing fhall be entitied to

fuch reward as any juftice fhall in reafon and juf-

tice think juft and reaſonable, and be paid by

fuch perfon or perfons as fuch juftice fhall deter-

mine ought to pay the fame, not exceeding

twenty fhillings.

VIII. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That if any flave or flaves fhall kill or

take any flave or flaves in actual rebellion, he or

they fhall receive from the church-wardens of the

refpective pariſhes where fuch flave or flaves fhall

have been killed, the fum of three pounds, and

the fum of five pounds if taken alive, and a blue

cloth coat with a red crofs on the right ſhoulder,

to be paid by the church-wardens of the refpec-

tive parishes where ſuch flave or flaves ſhall have

been killed or taken, the whole expence whereof

fhall be reimburſed by the receiver general for

the time being, out of any monies in his hands un-

appropriated.

IX. And, in order to prevent any perſon from

mutilating or difmembering any flave or flaves,

Be itfurther enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That

if any master, miftrefs, owner, poffeffor, or other

perfon whatſoever, fhall, at his, her, or their own

will and pleaſure, or by his, her, or their direc-

tion, or with his, her, or their knowledge, fuffer-

ance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmember

any flave or flaves, he, she, or they ſhall be lia-

ble to be indicted for each offence in the fupreme

court ofjudicature, or in any of the affize courts

of this iſland, and upon conviction fhall be punish-

ed by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds,

and impriſonment not exceeding twelve months,

for each and every flave fo mutilated or difmem-

bered, and fuch puniſhment is hereby declared to

be without prejudice to any action, that could or

might be brought at common law for recovery

of damages for or on account of the fame ; and

in very atrocious cafes, where the owner of fuch

flave or flaves fhall be convicted of fuch offence,

the court before whom fuch offender ſhall have been

tried and convicted, are hereby empowered, in cafe

they fhall think it neceffary for the future protec-

tion offuch flave or flaves, to declare him, her, or

them free and diſcharged from all manner of fervi-

tude, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; and

in all fuch cafes the court are hereby empowered

and authorized, if to them it fhall appear neceffary,

to order and direct the faid fine of one hundred

pounds to be paid to the juftices and veftry ofthe

parish to which the faid flave or flaves belong-

ed, to the uſe of the faid parish, the faid juftices

and veftry, in confideration thereof, payingto fuch

ofthe faid flave or flaves fo made free, the fum of

ten pounds per annum for his, her, or their main.

tenance and fupport during life ; and in cafe any

flave or flaves fhall fuffer any before-defcribed

mutilations, fuch flave or flaves, on his, her, or

their application to any juftice of the peace, the

faid juftice of the peace fhall be, and is hereby

directed, required, and empowered, on view and

certain conviction of the fact, to ſend ſuch ſlave or

flaves tothe neareſt workhouſe where fuch offence

ſhall
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fhall be committed, and fuch flave or flaves fhall

be there fafely kept, and carefully attended, at the

expence of fuch parish, until fuch time as there

fhall be a legal meeting of the juftices and veftry

of fuch parish ; which juftices and veftry fo met

are hereby created and appointed a council of

protection of fuch flave or flaves ; and the faid

juftices and veftry fo met, are hereby directed and

empoweredto make further and full inquiry, upon

view, into the commitment of the mutilation of

fuch flave or flaves ; and if to them it fhall appear

proper, the faid juftices and veftry are hereby

empowered and required to profecute to effect

fuch owner or owners, the expence of which pro-

fecution fhall be defrayed at the expence of the

parish where fuch offence fhall be committed ; and

in cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or

flaves fhall appear capable of paying the cofts and

charges of fuch beforementioned profecution, the

faid justices and veftry are hereby empowered to

commence fuit or fuits againſt fuch owner or ow-

ners of fuch flave or flaves, and recover all coſts

and charges out of purfe by them laid out and

expended in fuch fuit or fuits ; and the keeper or fu-

perviſoroftheworkhouſewherefuch mutilated flave

or flaves fhall have been first committed, is hereby

directed and required, upon due notice of the first

meeting of the juftices and veftry of the pariſh

where the offence was committed, to carry or de-

liver the body or bodies of fuch mutilated flave

or flaves for the infpection and direction of fuch

justices and veftry, under the penalty of twenty

pounds for every neglect in not carrying or deli-

vering before fuch juftices and veftry fuch flave

or flaves.

X. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That in cafe any information is made

before any juftice of the peace, that any flave or

flaves is or are fo mutilated and confined, it fhall and

may be lawful for fuch juftice of the peace, and

he is hereby impowered, required, and directed

forthwith to iffue his warrant to any conftable, or

the provost marihal or his lawful deputy, ordering

them or any of them immediately to proceed to

where fuch flave or flaves ſo mutilated are confined,

and fuch flave or flaves to feize and take up, and

him or them fo feized or taken up to bring be-

fore fome juftice of the peace, to be dealt with

according to law.

XI. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That if any perſon hereafter ſhall wan-

tonly, willingly, or bloody-mindedly kill any ne-

gro or other flave, fuch perfon fo offending thall,

on conviction, be adjudged guilty of felony without

benefit of clergy, and fhall fuffer death accord-

ingly for the faid offence : Provided always, That

fuch conviction fhall not extend to the corrupting

the blood, or the forfeiture of lands or tenements,

goods, or chattels ; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the

contrary thereof in any wife notwithſtanding.

XII. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That from and after the firſt day of Ja.

nuary aforefaid, any perfon or perfons, that ſhall

wantonly or cruelly whip, beat, bruife, wound, or

fhall impriſon or keep in confinement without

fufficient fupport, any flave or flaves, ſhall be fub-

ject to be indicted for the fame in the fupreme

court of judicature, or in either of the courts

of affize, or courts of quarter feffions, in this Iſland,

and upon being thereof legally convicted, he, she,

or they fhall fuffer fuch punishment, by fine or im-

priſonment, as the judges or juftices of fuch courts

fhail think proper to inflict, any law, cuftom, or

ufage to the contrary in any wife notwithſtand-

ing ; and fuch punishment is hereby declared to

be without prejudice to any action at common

law, that could or might be brought for the

recovery of damages for and on account of the

fame, in cafe fuch flave or flaves ſhall not be the

property ofthe offender.

XIII. And, in order to reſtrain arbitrary punish-

ments, Be itfurther enacted, by the authority aforesaid,

That no flave on any plantation or fettlement, or in

any ofthe workhoufes or gaols in this Iſland, fhall

receive more than ten lathes at one time, and for

one offence, unleſs the owner, attorney, guardian,

executor, or adminiftrator, or overfeer of fuch

plantation or fettlement having fuch flave in his

care, or fuperviſor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper

of fuch gaol, fhall be prefent ; and that no fuch

owner, attorney, guardian, executor, adminiftra-

tor, or overfeer, fupervifor, or gaol-keeper fhall

on any account puniſh a flave with more than

thirty- nine lashes at one time, and for one of-

fence, under the, penalty of five pounds for every

offence, to be recovered against the perfon direct-

ing or permitting fuch punishment.

XIV. And whereas, from the deceafe and remo-

val of refidence of many proprietors of flaves, and

other circumſtances, and from the manumiffion of

negro, mulatto, and other flaves without any fuit-

able provifion being made for their future main-

* inflicted with
tenance, many unhappy objects

contagious diftempers, or difabled from labour by

fickness, old age, and otherwile, and having no

owners, prove dangerous or become a burthen

and nuifance to the feveral towns and parishes of

this Ifland for remedy whereof, Be it further

enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That the justices.

and veftry-men ofthe feveral towns and parishesin

this Ifland be empowered, and they are hereby em-

powered to lay a tax upon the inhabitants ofthe

faid feveral towns and parishes, in the fame man-

ner as the parochial taxes are ufually laid, for the

So in the copies received.

purpoſe
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purpoſe of raising fuch a fum as they fhall judge

fufficient to provide for the maintenance, clothing,

medical care and attendance in the workhouſes,

or other convenient piaces, of the faid feveral

towns and parishes of this ifland, of fuch negro

mulatto, or other flaves, or other unhappy objects

as aforefaid ; and the magistrates refpectively of

fuch town and parish are hereby empowered and

required, upon application being made to them or

either of them, to order all fuch objects as afore-

faid to be removed and conveyed to the respective

workhouſes of each parish, where, if a flave, the

former proprietor or proprietors, owner or ow.

ners, offuch flave lived or refided, or if a perfon

of colour made free, where the perfon or perfons

who manumifed or fet free fuch perfon of colour

refided before his deceaſe, there to be lodged and

taken care of as aforefaid : and the magiftrates

and veftries of the feveral towns and parishes as

aforefaid, are hereby empowered and required to

make, from time to time, all fuch humane and fa-

lutary regulations for the purpoſes aforefaid, as to

them fhall appear neceffary and expedient.

XV. And whereas it is abfolutely neceffary that

the flaves in this Iſland ſhould be kept in due obe-

dience to their owners, and in due fubordination

to the white people in general, and, as much as in

the powerof the legiflature, all means and opportu-

nities of flaves committing rebellions, confpiracies,

and other crimes, to the ruin and deftruction ofthe

white people and others in this Iſland, prevented,

and that proper puniſhments ſhould be appointed

for all crimes to be by them committed ; Be it

further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That no

flave hereafter fhall be fuffered or permitted on

any day (Sunday excepted) to go out of his or her

mafter or owner's plantation or fettlement, or to

travel from one town or place to another, unleſs

fuch flave fhall have a ticket from his mafter, ow-

ner, employer, or overfeer, expreffing particularly

the time of fuch flave's fetting out, and where he

or fhe is going, and the time limited for his or her

return, under a penalty not exceeding forty fhil-

lings for every flave fo offending, to be recovered

from the mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer,

in a fummary manner, before any one juftice ofthe

peace, by warrant of diftrefs, complaint being

made to him upon oath, unless the mafter, owner,

employer, or overfeer of fuch flave fhall prove

upon oath, before any juftice of the peace ofthe

parish or precinct where fuch mafter, owner,

employer, or overfeer may or fhall live, or

happen to be, that he did give the ſaid ſlave ſuch

ticket as aforefaid, or that ſuch ſlave went away

without his confent ; and all and every fuch flave

or flaves ſo travelling or going from one planta-

tion or place to another, without fuch ticket as

aforefaid, fhall be apprehended and committed to

gaol, and (if without fuch confent or privity as

aforefaid) there be whipped, not exceeding thirty-

nine lashes, by order of fuch juftice, for his, her, or

their offence in the premifes ; and if fuch justice

fhall refufe or neglect his duty, either in caufing

the penalty to be forthwith levied (on complaint

being made to him as aforefaid ) on the owner,

overfeer, or any other perfon who fhall fuffer a

flave, being under his or their direction, to go

out without a ticket as aforefaid, or fhall not

caufe fuch punishments to be inflicted as are di-

rected by this act, on any flave who shall go out

without a ticket as aforefaid, every juftice fo of-

fending fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds ; any

law, cuſtom, or ufage to the contrary notwith-

ſtanding.

XVI. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforesaid, That for the future all flaves in this

Íſland ſhall be allowed the ufual number of holi-

days that were allowed at the feveral feafons of

Chriſtmas , Eaſter, and Whitfuntide, provided that

at any fuch reſpective ſeaſons no two holidays fhall

be allowed to follow or fucceed immediately one

after the other, except at Christmas, when they

fhall be allowed Christmas-day and alfo the day

immediately fucceeding, any law, custom, or ufage

to the contrary notwithstanding ; and if any maf-

ter, owner, guardian, or attorney of any planta-

tion or fettlement, or the overfeer of fuch planta-

tion or fettlement, fhall prefume, at the ſeaſons

aforefaid, to allow any holidays to any flave be-

longing to any fuch plantation or fettlement, other

than as directed by this act to be given, every per-

fonfo offending fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds.

XVII. And whereas it hath been uſual and cuſ-

tomary with the planters in this Ifland to allow

their flaves one day in every fortnight, to cultivate

theirownprovifion grounds (exclufive of Sundays)

except during the time of crop ; but the fame not

being compulfory, Be itfurther enacted, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That the flaves belonging to or

employed on every plantation or fettlement fhall,

over and above the holidays hereinbefore men-

tioned, be allowed one day in every fortnight, to

cultivate their own provifion grounds (exclufive

of Sundays) except during the time ofcrop, under

the penalty of ten pounds, to be recovered againſt

the overfeer or other perfon having the care of

fuch flaves.

XVIII. Andbe it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That every field flave on fuch planta-

tion or fettlement fhall on work-days be allowed,

according to cuftom, half an hour for breakfast,

and two hours for dinner ; and that no flave fhall

be compelled to any manner of field-work upon

the plantations before the hour of five in the morn-

ing, or after the hour of ſeven at night, except

during the time of crop, under the penalty of ten

pounds,
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pounds, to be recovered against the overfeer or

other perfon having the care of fuch flaves.

XIX. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforejaid, That if any mafter, owner, guardian,

or attorney of any plantation or fettlement, thall

hereafter knowingly fuffer any flaves to affemble

together, and beat their military drums, or blow

their horns or fhells, upon any plantation, pen, or

fettlement, or in any yard or place under his or

their care or management, or fhall not endeavour

to difperfe or prevent the fame by immediately

giving notice thereof to the next magiftrate or

commiffioned officer, that a proper force may be

fent to difperfe the faid flaves, every ſuch maſter,

owner, guardian, or attorney, fhall for every fuch

offence, upon conviction thereof, upon an indict-

ment in the fupreme court ofjudicature, or courts

of affize, pay a fine of fifty pounds to His Ma-

jefty, his heirs, and fucceffors, for and towards

the fupport ofthe government of this Ifland, and

the contingent charges thereof : Provided neverthe-

lefs , That information of fuch offence fhall be

made upon oath before any of His Majeſty's juf-

tices of the peace, within the ſpace of five days

after the commiflion of fuch offence.

XX. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That all officers civil and military fhall

be, and are hereby empowered and required to en-

ter into any plantation, fettlement, or other place,

to fupprefs and prevent all unlawful drumming, and

other noife or concourfe of negroes as before men-

tioned ; any law, cuítom, or ufage to the contrary

⚫ notwithstanding.

XXI. And whereas it has been found by expe-

rience that rebellions have been often concerted at

negro dances and nightly meetings ofthe flaves of

different plantations, when fuch flaves are gene-

rally intoxicated ; and it has been found alfo that

thofe meetings tend much to injure the healths

of negroes ; Be it therefore enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That if any overfeer, or in his

abfence any book- keeper, or other white per-

fon having the care and management of any

plantation or fettlement, fhall knowinglyfuffer any

laves to affemble together and beat their mili-

tary drums, or blow their horns or ſhells, every

fuch overfeer, book-keeper, or other white per-

fon fo offending, fhall for every fuch offence, upon

conviction thereof, upon an indictment in the

fupreme court ofjudicature, or before the juftices

of affize, fuffer fix months impriſonment, without

bail or mainprize, provided information is made.

upon oath as aforefaid, before one of His Ma-

jefty'sjuftices of the peace, within five days after

commiffion of fuch offence : And provided al-

ways, nevertheless, That nothing herein contained

fhall be conftrued to prevent any maſter, owner, or

proprietor of any plantation or fettlement, or the

overteer thereof, from granting liberty to the

flaves of fuch plantation or fettlement only, for

affembling together upon fuch plantation or fet-

tlement, and playing and diverting themſelves in

any innocent amufements, fo as they do not make

ufe of military drums, horns, or fhells, but that

they fhall and may grant fuch liberty when and

as often as they pleafe, any thing in this or any

other act to the contrary notwithstanding.

XXII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That all flaves who fhall hereafter be

found tohave in his, her, or their cuflody any fire-

arms, gunpowder, flugs, or ball, fuch flave being

thereof convicted, before two juftices, fhall fuffer

fuch punishment as the faid juftices fhall think

proper toinflict, by whipping, or hard labour in the

workhouſe not exceeding the term of fix months,

unleſs fuch flave fhall give a fatisfactory account

thereof, or fhall have a ticket or tickets from his,

her, or their owners, mafters, overfeers, or employ-

ers, expreffing the reafon of his being fo armed ;

and that no ticket fo given as aforefaid ſhall conti-

nue or be in force for more than fourteen days.

XXIII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That if any flave ſhall offer any violence,

by ftriking or otherwiſe, to any white perfon, fuch

flave, upon due and proper proof, fhall, upon con-

viction, be punished with death, or confinement to

hard labour for life, or otherwife, as the court fhall

in their diſcretion think proper to inflict ; provided

fuch ftriking or conflict be not by command of his

cr their owners, overfeers, or perfons intrufted over

them, or in the lawful defence of their owners

perfons or goods.

XXIV. Andbe it further enacted, That any flave

or flaves, who ſhall knowingly harbour or conceal

any runaway flave or flaves, fhall, on conviction

before two juftices, fuffer fuch puniſhment as the

court ſhall think proper to inflict.

XXV. And whereas it is very dangerous to the

peace and fafety of this ifland to fuffer flaves to

continue out as runaways, and it is abfolutely ne-

ceffary to declare and make known to the public

what flaves fhall be deemed fuch ; Be it therefore

further enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That

from and after the first day of January aforefaid,

any flave or flaves, who fhall be found atthe dif-

tance of eight miles from the houſe, plantation,

or other fettlement to which he, the, or they be-

long, without a ticket or other permit to pafs (ex-

cept on Sunday) ſhall be deemed a runaway.

XXVI. And be it further enacted, by the authe

rity aforefaid, That any perfon whatſoever, who

fhall apprehend fuch ilave or flaves, fhall, for

every



( )8

every one fo apprehended, be entitled to receive

from the owner, employer, overſeer, or manager

of fuch flave or flaves, the fum of ten fhillings,

and no more, befides mile money, at the rate of

one fhilling per mile for the first five miles, and

fix pence per mile afterwards, provided ſuch ſlave

or flaves had abfented him, her, or themſelves

fix days, without the privity, knowledge, or con-

fent of the proprietor, overfeer, or other white

perfon refiding on the plantation or fettlement to

which fuch flave or flaves fhall belong ; which

time of abfence of fuch flave or flaves fhall be

declared on the oath of fuch proprietor, overfeer,

or other white perfon as aforefaid, if the party

taking up fuch flave or flaves fhall require it :

But it is the true intent and meaning of this act,

that every perfon or perfons who fhall apprehend

any flave or flaves that ufually refide in or are

employed in any ofthe towns of this Iſland , and

that at the time are actually run away or abſent

from their owner, employer, or manager's fervice

fix days, fhall be entitled to the reward of ten

fhillings, although the flave or flaves ſo taken up

fhould not be eight miles diftant from their em-

ployer's habitation.

XXVII. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That the perfon or perfons fo

apprehending fuch flave or flaves ſhall convey

him, her, or them to their refpective owner, em-

ployer, or manager, or to the workhouſe of ſuch

parish, if any workhoufe is eſtabliſhed there ;

and in cafe of there being no workhouſe, to the

next gaol, in cafe the owner, employer, or mana-

ger of fuch flave or flaves fhall refuſe to pay the

faid fum of ten fhillings, and mile money as afore-

faid, or take the oath as to the time of abfence ;

in which cafe the gaol or workhouſe keeper is

hereby required and ordered to receive ſuch flave

or flaves into his or their cuftody, and to
pay the

party delivering fuch flave or flaves the faid fum

often faillings, and mile money as aforesaid, and

no more, for each flave fo delivered, under the pe-

nalty of five pounds : Provided nevertheless, That

if fuch flave or flaves is or are brought to any

gaol or workhouſe by any white perfon, free negro,

free mulatto, or free Indian, no gaoler or work-

houfe-keeper fhall pay fuch fum before ſuch per-

fon fhall have taken an oath that the flave or flaves

fo apprehended was or were at the reputed dif-

tance of eight miles from the houſe, plantation,

or fettlement to which fuch flave or flaves do be-

long (except as before is excepted) , and that fuch

flave or flaves had no ticket or other permit in

writing from his maſter, miſtreſs , overfeer, em-

ployer, or manager, at the time fuch flave or

flaves was or were apprehended, for him, her, or

them to pass unmolefted ; and that the faid flave

or flaves had been carried first to the owner, em-

ployer, or manager of fuch flave cr flaves (pro-

vided fuen owner, employer, or manager fhall be

in the parish in which the faid flave or flaves ſhall

be apprehended), and that the maſter, miſtreſs,

overfeer, or manager had refuſed to pay for the

apprehending him, her, or them, according to the

intent and meaning of this act : and that no tic-

ket ſhall be granted to any flave or flaves for any

time exceeding one calendar month.

XXVIII. And, that it may be publicly known in

the refpective parishes what flaves are runaway,

Be itfurther enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That

every owner or owners, employer or employers

of flaves, under the penalty of five pounds for

every offence, fhall, by him, her, or themfelves,

or by the overfeer or manager of their respective

plantations or fettlements, within the firft ten days

of the months of March, June, September, and

December, in each and every year, deliver or

cauſe to be delivered to the cuftos or any magif-

trate of their respective parishes, an account upon

oath (which oath any magiftrate is hereby em-

powered and required to adminifter) of the num-

ber of flaves run away from him, her, or them, or

from his, her, or their respective plantations or

fettlements, in which account ſhall be inſerted the

names of fuch flaves, and the time when each

ſlave ſhall have been abfent or runaway ; and

every magiftrate is hereby required, under the

penalty often pounds, to tranfmit fuch accounts as

fhall be delivered in to him to the clerk of the

veftry, by the twentieth day ofthe months herein-

before mentioned ; and the faid clerk of the veftry

is hereby directed and required, under the penalty

of five pounds, to enter fuch accounts in a book

to be kept by him for that purpoſe, and at the

quarterly meeting of the juftices and veftry to lay

the fame before them.

XXIX. And be it enacted, by the authority afore-

faid, That on the twenty-eighth day of December

in every year (the time of giving in as aforefaid),

or within thirty days after, the owner, overfeer, or

manager of every plantation, pen, or fettlement,

fhall give in on oath an account of all the births

and deaths of the flaves of fuch plantation, pen,

or fettlement, for the preceding year, under the

penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered from the

owner of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettle-

ment.

XXX. And be it further enacted by the authority

aforefaid, That if the not giving in upon oath fuch

feveral accounts fhall be owing to the neglect of

the overfeer or manager of fuch plantation, pen, or

other fettlement, it ſhall and may be lawful for

the owner, proprietor, or poffeffor of fuch planta-

tion, pen, or other fettlement, to flop and detain

the penalty he or ſhe fhall fuffer by this law, out

ofthe wages of fuch overfeer or manager.

XXXI.
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XXXI. And beitfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid,Thatthe doctor or furgeon ofeveryplanta-

tion, pen, or other fettlement, fhall, onthe twenty-

eighth day of December in every year (the time

of giving in as aforefaid) , or within thirty days

after, give in an account upon oath of the deaths

offuch flaves as have died in the preceding year,

or during fuch time as fuch doctor or furgeon hath

had the care of the flaves on fuch plantation, pen,

or other fettlement, with the caufe of fuch deaths,

to the best of his knowledge, judgment, and be-

lief, under the penalty of twenty pounds for every

neglect ; and in cafe it shall appear to the fatif-

faction ofthe juftices and veftry, from the return

ofthe owner, overfeer, or manager aforefaid, that

there has been a natural increaſe in the number of

flaves on any fuch plantation, pen, or other fettle-

ment, the overfeer fhall be entitled to receive from

the owner or proprietor of fuch plantation, pen, or

other fettlement, the fum of twenty fhillings for

every flave born on fuch plantation, pen, or other

fettlement, in the time aforefaid, and which fhall

be then living ; and the owner or proprietor of

fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, fhall

have a deduction from the firſt of his or her public

taxes that ſhall become due ofthe fum fo paid to

the overfeer, on producing a certificate of the

juftices and veftry of fuch increaſe, and a receipt

of the overfeer for the fum fo paid.

XXXII. And whereas the more effectually to

conceal a runaway flave, or prevent his being ap-

prehended, tickets are given by free negroes, free

mulattoes, or indians ; Be it further enacted, by

the authority aforefaid, That any free negro, mu-

latto, or Indian, granting or giving fuch ticket

with fuch intent, thall be deemed guilty of for-

gery, and fhall be liable to be tried for the faid

offence before the fupreme court ofjudicature, or

in either ofthe courts of affize in this Ifland, where

the offence fhall be committed ; and on conviction,

fhall fuffer the lofs of freedom, tranfportation, or

fuch other puniſhment as the court in their dif-

cretion fhall think proper to inflict.

XXXIII. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That if fuch ticket fhall be grant-

ed or given by any white perfon, with fuch intent

as aforefaid, to any flave or flaves, before or after

his or their abfenting themſelves from their ow-

ner, employer, overfeer, or manager, fuch white

perfon fhall be deemed guilty of forgery, and

fhall be liable to be tried for the fame before the

fupreme court of judicature, or either of the affize

courts of this ifland, where the offence fhall be

committed ; and on conviction, fhall ſuffer fuch

puniſhment as the court in their diſcretion ſhall

think proper to inflict.

XXXIV. And, to the end that the owners and

proprietors of runaway flaves may have a due

knowledge where fuch flaves are confined, after

their being apprehended and fent to any work-

houfe or gaol in this ifland, in order that fuch ow-

ners and proprietors may apply for fuch flaves ; Be

itfurther enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That

from and after the first day of January aforefaid,

all and every the keepers of the workhouſes, or

gaol - keepers, in any of the parishes of this ifland,

fhall, and they are hereby obliged, once every

week, to advertiſe in the Gazette of St. Jago de la

Vega, the Royal Gazette of Kingston, and the

Cornwall Chronicle, the heighth, names, marks,

and ſex, and alſo the country, where the ſame can

be ascertained, of each and every runaway flave

then in their cuftody, together with the time of

their being fent into cultody, and the name or

names of the owner or owners thereof, ifknown,

and that upon cath, under the penalty of ten

pounds for every flave fo neglected by him to be

advertiſed ; and for the expence of fuch adver-

tifement, they the faid workhoufe -keepers or gaol-

keepers fhall and may, and they are hereby au-

thorized to charge the owner or proprietor of fuch

runaway flaves fo advertifed, at and after the rate

of one filling and three pence per month for each

paper, and no more ; and that it fhall and may be

lawful for the keeper of the workhouſe or gaol-

keeper, to detain and keep in his or their cuftody

fuch runaway flave or flaves fo brought unto him

or them, until the owner or owners thereof, or

fome perfon on their behalf properly authorized,

fhall pay unto him or them what he or they fo

paid to the perfon or perfons who apprehended and

brought fuch flave or flaves into cuftody, with two

fhillings and fix pence in the pound for laying out

his or their money, the coft of advertiſing after

the rate above mentioned, and fix pence for every

twenty-four hours fuch flave or flaves fhall have

been in cuftody, and alfo the charges of adver-

vertiſing above directed, and no other fees what-

ever ; and that the gaoler, workhouſe - keeper, or

fuperviſor, and no other perfon, ſhall atteft upon

oath, that the charges in the account for mile mo-

ney, and the reward for apprehending fuch flave,

were actually paid to the perfon who brought fuch

runaway ; and that the whole ofthe charges inthe

faid account are ftrictly conformable to this law.

XXXV. Andbe it further enacted, bythe authority

aforefaid, That the keeper of every workhouſe or

gaol in this Island fhall, under the penalty of ten

pounds for every neglect, provide and give to

every flave confined in fuch workhoufe or gaol,

a fufficient quantity of good and wholefome pro-

vifions daily ; that is to fay, not leſs than one quart

of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or three

C pints
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pints , of the flour or meal of either, or three

pints of wheat-flour, or eight full - grown plan-

tains, or eight pounds of cocoas or yams, and

alfo one herring or fhad, or other falted provifions

equal thereto.

XXXVI. Andbe it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That all flaves who fhall have been

twelve calendar months in any gaol or workhouſe,

and fhall have been advertiſed in the manner di-

rected in this act, and no perfon having appeared

to claim and pay the fees of fuch flave or flaves,

that then the fees offuch flave or flaves fhall be

paid by the receiver- general ; and fuch flave or

flaves fhall be ſent into the county towns, there to

be worked in chains with the other workhouſe ne-

groes ; and that it fhall and may be lawful for the

owner of fuch flave to claim him or her at any

fubfequent period, and on proving his or her pro-

perty, to the fatisfaction of any judge of the grand

court, or any two magiftrates, fuch owner fhall re-

cover fuch flave, paying to the receiver- general

fuchfum ofmoney as he actually paid to the gaoler

or workhoufe-keeper at the expiration ofthe faid

term of twelve months ; and that the faid work-

houfe-keeper be empoweredto hire out fuch flaves,

and that the profits arifing from fuch hire be ap-

plied in the first place to the maintenance of fuch

flave in the fame manner as the other workhouſe

negroes are maintained, and the remainder of fuch

hire be paid annually to the receiver- general, to

affift in reimburfing the fees paid by him for fuch

flaves as may never be claimed. Provided alfo,

That fuch workhoufe-keeper be obliged to give

the receiver-general, on or before the twentieth

day of every January after the enfuing year, a re-

gular account upon oath ofthe profits arifing from

the hire of fuch flaves to the thirty- first day of

December of the year preceding, under the pe-

nalty of twenty pounds for each and every flave

he ſhall omit or neglect to give fuch account of,

to be recovered in a fummary manner by a war-

rant from any magiftrate, and paid to the receiver-

general, and by him to be applied to the credit of

the account of fees paid by him for fuch flaves ;

and that the faid workhoufe-keeper be entitled to

five pounds per centum on the grofs amount ofthe

hire offuch flaves.

XXXVII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the authority

oforefaid, That where any runaway flave or flaves

fhall die in the cultody of any fuch workhoufe-

keeper or gaol - keeper, at any time within twelve

calendar months aforefaid, and the owner or own-

ers, employer or employers of fuch runaway flave

or flaves fo dying cannot be known, fuch work-

houfe-keeper or gaol-keeper fhall in fuch cafe be

entitled to receive all fuch fees as fhall be due to

him or them for fuch flave or flaves, at the time

of his or her death, from the public, upon appli-

cation and due proof made in the moft folemn

manner to the Affembly, or any committee there-

of, that fuch workhoufe-keeper or gaol-keeper

had ufed his utmost endeavours to find and know

the owner or owners, employer or employers, of

fuch flave or flaves fo dying, and could not ; and

that fuch flave or flaves, during the time they

were in the cuftody of fuch workhoufe-keeper or

gaol-keeper, was or were found and provided with

proper and fufficient provifions equal to what is

allowed by this law.

XXXVIII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That no gaol-keeper in this Ifland,

orany person acting under him as clerk or deputy,

fhall, on any pretence whatsoever, work or employ

any flave or flaves fent to his cuftody as a run-

away, or otherwife committed by a magiftrate

upon anyplantation, pen, or fettlement, belonging

to or in the poffeffion of any fuch gaol-keeper, nor

hire or lend fuch flave or flaves out to work for

any other perfon or perfons, duringfuch time fuch

flave or flaves fhall be in his cuftody ; but that all

fuch flaves ſhall be and remain in the common gaol

ofthe countyor parish, in order to be infpectedby

any perfon or perfons defiring the fame ; and in

cafe any gaol-keeper fhall offend herein, he fhall

for every offence forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

XXXIX. Andbe it further enacted, by the autho

rity aforefaid, That all flaves who fhall have been in

this Ifland for the space of two years, and fhall

run away and continue abfent for the term of fix

months, fhall be liable to be tried by any two juf-

tices, and upon conviction thereof fuch flave or

flaves fhall fuffer fuch punishment asthe faidjuftices

fhall think proper to inflict.

XL. And, in order to prevent the many mif-

chiefs that may hereafter arife from the wicked

art of negroes going under the appellation of

obeah men and women, pretending to have com-

munication with the devil and other evil fpirits,

whereby the weak and fuperftitious are deluded

into a belief oftheir having full power to exempt

them, whilst under their protection , from any evils

that might otherwife happen ; Beit therefore enacted,

by the authority afcrejaid, That from and after the

first day of January aforefaid, any flave who ſhall

pretend to any fupernatural power, in order to af-

fect the health or lives of others, or promote the

purpoſes of rebellion, fhall upon conviction thereof

fuffer death, or fuch other punishment as the court

fhall think proper to direct ; any thing in this or

any other act to the contrary in any wife notwith-

ſtanding.

XLI.



( 11 )

XLI. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave

fhallmix or prepare with an intent to give, or caufe

to be given, any poifon or poiſonous drug, or fhall

actually give, or caufe to be given, any fuch poifon

or poifonous drug, although death may not enfue

upon the taking thereof, the faid flave or flaves ,

together with their acceffaries as well before as

after the fact (being flaves) being duly convicted

thereof, fhall fuffer death, or be confined to hard

labour for life, as the court fhall determine ; any

thing in this or any other act to the contrary not-

withitanding.

XLII. And whereas great numbers of horned

cattle, fheep, goats, horfes, mares, mules, and affes,

are frequently ftolen and killed by negro and other

flaves, in fo fecret and private a manner, that it is

with the greateſt difficulty that they can be found

out and diſcovered in fuch manner as to convict

them of fuch offence, although large quantities of

beef, mutton, and the flesh of other valuable ani-

mals are found upon him, her, or them ; in order

therefore to prevent fuch evils in future, and to

punish the perpetrators of fuch acts agreeably to

their crimes, Be itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall

fraudulently have in his, her, or their custody or

poffeflion, unknown to his or her mafter, owner,

overfeer, or other perfon who fhall have the over-

looking or employing of fuch flave, any freſh beef,

veal, mutton, or goat, or the flesh of horſe, mare,

mule, or aſs, in any quantity exceeding five, and

not exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch negro

or other flave, upon due conviction thereof before

any two magiftrates, fhall be whipped in fuch

manner as fuch magiftrates fhall direct, not ex-

ceeding thirty-nine lafhes ; and if there fhall be

found in his, her, or their custody or poffeffion, a

larger or greater quantity than twenty pounds

weight of fresh beef, veal, mutton, or goat, or the

fleſh of horſe, mare, mule, or afs, and fuch flave

fhall not give a fatisfactory account how he or ſhe

became poffeffed of fuch meat, that then fuch ne-

gro or other flave, upon conviction thereof, ſhall

fuffer fuch punishment as the faid two juftices fhall

think proper to direct, not extending to life or im-

priſonment for life.

XLIII. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave

fhall, after the first day of January aforefaid, ſteal

any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat, horſe, mare,

mule, or aſs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cattle,

fheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, with intent

to ſteal the whole carcafe of any fuch horned cat-

tle, fheep, goat, horſe, mare, mule, or afs, or any

part ofthe flesh thereof, fuch negro or other flave

fhallon conviction thereoffuffer death, orfuch other

punishment as the court fhall think proper to

inflict.

XLIV. And whereas it is neceffary to declare

how and in what manner flaves fhall be tried for

the feveral crimes whichthey may hereafter com

mit; Be it enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That

from and after the first day of January aforefaid,

upon complaint made to any juftice of the peace

of any felony, burglary, robbery, burning of

houfes, cane pieces, rebellious confpiracies, com-

paffing or imagining the death of any white per-

fon or perfons, or any other offence whatſoever,

committedby any flave or flaves, that ſhall ſubject

fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death, or confine-

ment to hard labour for life, fuch juflice fhall iffue

out his warrant for apprehending fuch offender or

offenders, and for all perfons to be brought before

him, or any other juftice of the peace, that can

give evidence (and the evidence of flaves against

one another, in this and all other cafes, fhall be re-

ceived) ; and if upon examination it appears pro-

bable that the flave or flaves apprehended is or are

guilty, the juftice before whom fuch examination

fhall be had and taken, fhall commit him, her, or

them to prifon, and bind overthe witneffes to ap-

pear at a certain day, not lefs than ten days from

the day on which the complaint fhall be made, and

at the place where the quarter feffions are ufually

held, and where there are no quarter feffions held,

at the place where the parochial bufinefs is uſually

tranfacted, and fhall certify to two other juftices

of the peace the cauſe offuch commitment, and re-

quire them, by virtue ofthis act, to affociate them-

felves to him, which fuch juftices are hereby fe-

verally required to do, under the penalty of twenty

pounds for every neglect or refufal ; and the faid

juftices fo affociated fhall iffue out their warrant to

fummon twelve perfons, fuch as are ufually warned

and impanelled to ferve on juries (the mafter,

owner, or proprietor ofthe flave or flaves fo com-

plained of, or the attorney, guardian, truflee, over-

feer, or book-keeper of fuch mafter, owner, or pro-

prietor, or the perfon profecuting, his or her at-

torney,guardian, truftee, overfeer, or book-keeper,

always excepted) perfonally to be and appear be-

fore the faid juftices at the day and place afore-

faid, to be expreffed in fuch warrant, and between

the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon, when

and where the faid perfons fo warned are hereby

feverally required to attend, under the penalty of

five pounds, and when and where the faid juftices

fhall caufe the faid flave or flaves fo complained of

to be brought before them ; and thereupon, nine of

the faid perfons fo fummoned as aforefaid fhall

compofe a jury, to try the faid flave or flaves, and

fhall bythe faid juftices be fworn to try the matter

before them, and to give a true verdict according

to evidence ; and the charge or accufation being

read,C 2
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read, (which fhall be deemed valid, iffufficient in

fubftance) ifthe faid jurors fhall, upon hearing the

evidence, unanimously find the faid flave or flaves

guilty of the offence wherewith he, she, or they

itand charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence

of death without benefit of clergy, or confinement

to hard labour for life, or for any limited time ,

according to the nature of the offence, and fhall

caufe fuch fentence to be carried into execution ,

and at fuch time and place as they fhall think pro-

per (women with child only excepted) whofe ex-

ecution fhall be refpited until after delivery. Pro-

vided always, nevertheless, That at every court of

quarter feffions held in each and every parish or

precinct within this Ifland, the juftices there af-

fembled fhall and may, after the ufual buſineſs of

the faid court fhall be done, form themſelves into

a court for the purpofe of enquiring of, hearing,

and determining all manner of offences for which

any flave or flives are liable to be punished with

death, or confinement to hard labour for life, and

fhall openthe faid court by proclamation, declar-

ing the fame to be a flave court for fuch purpoſe,

and fhall thereupon (on the like charge in writ-

ing, and in like manner in all other refpects as the

three justices affociated and met as hereinbefore

mentioned are by this act directed to proceed in

the trial of flaves for fuch offences) proceed to try

and deliver the gaol or workhouſe within the faid

parish or precinct of all and every flave and flaves

who fhall or may then be in the cuftody of the

marfhal or keeper of the workhoufe within each

and every parish or precinct as aforefaid, and fhall

forthwith caufe a jury, confifting of nine jurors, to

be called and taken from the panel returned to

the faid court of quarter feffions, and fhall caufe

them to be feverally fworn, as they fhall appear,

to try all and every fuch flave and flaves as fhall

be brought before them, charged with any fuch.

offences as aforefaid, and a true verdict give ac-

cording to evidence, as in other cafes.

XLV. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That all and every the jurors,

who fhall be returned to ferve as jurors at the

quarter fefions to be holden as aforefaid, are

hereby required, under the penalty of five pounds ,

to be and appear at the faid flave court fo

to be formed and holden as aforefaid, and to

ferve as jurors thereon as they hall respectively

be called. Provided aljo, That nothing in this

a&t contained hall hinder or prevent the faid

justices upon any fuch trial, where any flave cr

flaves fhall be condemned to die, from ref-

piting the execution of fuch fentence for any term

not exceeding thirty days, or until the pleafare of

the Commander in Chief fhall be known, in cafe

proper caufe fhall appear to them for fo doing ;

and that if the jury, upon any fuch trial, fhall ap-

ply to the faid juftices to fufpend the execution of

anyfentence until the pleaſure of the Commander

in Chiefis known, the faid juftices fhall be obliged

to fufpend the fame for thirty days, except in cafes

of trial of any flave or flaves convicted of actual

rebellion, in all which cafes the faid juftices fhall,

if they think it expedient, order the fentence paffed

on fuch flave or flaves to be carried into imme-

diate execution.

XLVI. And be it further enacted, That no

lefs than three juftices fhall conftitute a court for

the trial of any flave or flaves, for any crime

or offence that ſhall fubject fuch flave or flaves to

fuffer death, or confinement to hard labour for

life; and that upon all fuch trials, no peremptory

challenges of any of the faid jurors, or any ex-

ception to the form of the indictment, fhall be al-

lowed.

XLVII. And beitfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That in all cafes where the punishment

of death is inflicted, the execution fhall be per-

formed in a public part of the parish, and with

due folemnity ; and care fhall be taken by the

gaoler or deputy-marshal, that the criminal is free

from intoxication at the time of his trial, and from

thence to and at the time of his execution, under

the penalty of five pounds ; and the mode offuch

execution fhall be hanging by the neck, and no

other; andthe body ſhall be afterwards difpofed of

in fuch manner as the court fhall direct . And pro-

vided alfo, That where feveral flaves are capitally

convicted for the fame offence, one only fhall fuffer

death, except in cafes of murder or rebellion.

XLVIII. And be it further enacted by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That in cafe any flave or flaves fhall

wilfully, and with evil intent, give falfe evidence

on any trial had under this act, fuch flave or

flaves being thereof convicted, fhall fuffer the

fame punishment as the perfon or perfons on

whofe trial fuch falfe evidence was given would,

if convicted, have been liable to ſuffer.

XLIX. And be it further enaed, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That if any free negro, muiatto,

or indian, fhall hereafter knowingly fuffer any

unlawful affembly of flaves at his or her houfe or

fettlement, every fuch free negro, mulatto, or in-

dian fhall, upon conviction thereof, ſuffer impriſon-

ment not exceeding fix months : Provided never-

theless that information thereof ſhall be given on

oath within five days of fuch unlawful meeting.

L. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That a record fhall be entered up of all

proceedings on the trials of flaves, for any crimes

that fhall fubject any flave or flaves to fuffer death

or
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or confinement to hard labour for life, in a book

kept for that purpoſe by the clerk of the peace,

or his lawful deputy ofthe precinct , who is hereby

obliged to attend all fuch trials, and to record the

proceedings within thirty days after fuch trial,

under the penalty of twenty pounds for each neg-

lect ; and he fhall be entitled to receive from the

church-wardens of fuch parifh the fum of two

pounds fifteen fhillings, and no more, for attending

each trial, entering up the record, and any other

bafinefs incidental thereto. And further, That

the deputy marshal for the faid parish, or fome

properperfon acting underhim, fhall alfo be obliged

to attend fuch trial, under the fame penalty of

twenty pounds for each neglect ; and that he fhall

be entitled to receive from the church-wardens of

fuch pariſh forty fhillings for attending at the trial

and execution of fuch offender as fhall be con-

demned to die, and no more.

LI. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That in all trials of any flave or flaves

under this act, fufficient notice of fuch trial fhall

be firft given the owner, proprietor, or poffeffor of

fuch flave or flaves, his, her, or their lawful attor-

ney or attorneys, or other reprefentative or repre-

fentatives ; any law, cuftom, or uſage, to the con-

trary notwithstanding.

LII. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That in all cafes where any flave or

flaves fhall be put upon his, her, or their trial, and

fhall be fentenced to die, or to hard labour during

life in any ofthe workhoufes ofthis Ifland, the court,

at the time of trying ſuch ſlave or flaves, fhall alſo

enquire what fum or fums of money fuch owner,

proprietor, or employer of the faid flave or flaves

ought to receive for fuch flave or flaves , and cer-

tify the fame, fo that fuch fum or fums of money

do not exceed the fum of forty pounds for each

flave executed or fentenced to hard labour during

life as aforefaid.

LIII. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aforejaid, That in all cafes where any

flave or flaves fhall be brought to trial, and fhall

be valued according to the direction of this act,

fuch flave or flaves fhall be paid for by the re-

ceiver general of this Ifland, out of any monies in

his hands unappropriated.

LIV. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aferelaid, That if any flave or flaves, tranf-

ported offthis ifland under any former act, for any

fault or crime, fhall at any time wilfully return,

upon complaint made to any one justice of the

peace, the faid julice, upon view of the re-

cord, and the identity of faid flave being proved,

he is hereby empowered and required, under

the penalty of hitty pounds, immediately to

iffue out a warrant under his hand and feal, to

any marshal or conflable, forthwith to apprehend

the faid flave or flaves fo returning, and commit

them to any of the workhoufes in this Ifland,

there to be confined to hard labour for life.

LV. And whereas there are many infe-

rior crimes and mifdemeanors committed by

flaves, which ought to be punished in a fummary

manner, by order of the magistrates; Be ittherefore

enatied, by the authority aforefaid, That from and

after the first day of January aforefaid, it fhall

and may be lawful for any two juftices of the

peace to hear and determine, in a fummary man-

ner, all fuch crimes and miſdemeanors, giving fuf-

ficient notice to the owner or proprietor of fuch

flave or flaves, or his or her attorney or attornies,

or the perfon having the care of fuch flave or

flaves, of the time and place of trial, and to order

and direct fuch punishment to be inflicted on

them as fuch juftices in their judgment fhall think

fit, not exceeding fifty lafhes, or fix months con-

finement to hard labour. The expences of fuch

trial fhall not exceed ten fhillings to the confta-

ble, and fhall be paid by the maſter, owner, or

employer offuch flave or flaves : and in cafe fuch

maſter, owner, or employer offuch flave or flaves

fhall refufe or neglect to pay fuch expences, it

fhall and may be lawful for the faid juftices, or

either ofthem, to iffue his or their warrant, under

his or their hand and feal, directed to any conſtable,

for levying the fame on the goods and chattels of

fuch mafter, owner, or employer, and to fell the

fame at public outcry, for the purpoſe of paying

fuch expences, together with the charges attend-

ing the granting and executing fuch warrant and

fale of goods and chattels, returning the overplus,

ifany, to the owner thereof.

LVI. And whereas great advantages have

arifen to the community from the eſtabliſhment

of workhoufes in the refpective parishes in this

Island, for the reception of runaway and other

flaves: And whereas there now are many fuch

flaves in the poffeffion of the provost marshal, or

his lawful deputies, which might be employed in

theworkhoufesin this ifland to great advantage ; be

it therefore enacted, by the authority aforejaid, That

from and after the first day of January next, it

fhall and may be lawful for the governors and

guardians of the refpective workhoufes in this

Iland, ifto them it fhall feem meet, to demand

and receive from the provoft marthal, or his law.

ful deputies, all or any of the runaway negroes

or other flaves in his or their poffeffion, or that

may hereafter come into his or their cuftody or

poffeffion, upon the faid governors and guardians

paying unto the provoft marshal, or his lawful

deputies, the full amount of the fees and other

contingent charges attending the faid runaway

flaves
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flaves during the time of their being committed

to gaol, agreeably to this or any former act ; and

the provolt marshal, and his lawful deputies, fhall

comply with fuch requifitions, under the penalty

of fifty pounds.

LVII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That whenever any flave or flaves fhall

be fentenced to a workhouſe for any time exceed-

ing fix months, and fhort of confinement for life,

the juftices fhall value the time for which the faid

flave or flaves fhall be fentenced to the workhoufe,

at a rate not exceeding five pounds per annum , for

fo long as the faid flave or flaves may live ; which

faid value fhall be paid to the proprietor or pro-

prietors of fuch flave or flaves by the church-

wardens ofthe parish where the workhouſe is fitu-

ated, or to which the faid flave or flaves fhall be

fentenced to confinement ; and the owner or

owners offuch flave or flaves, or of any flave to

be confined for fix months or any fhorter time,

fhall not be liable to pay any fees for the time fuch

flave or flaves fhall be confined.

LVIII. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That no runaway flave ſhall on any

account be committed to gaol, by any magiftrate

of a parish where there is any workhouſe eflab-

lished, but to fuch workhouſe only.

LIX. And whereas the permitting and fuffer-

ing negro and other flaves to keep horfes, mares,

mules, affes, or geldings, is attended with many

and great miſchiefs to the Ifland in general : in

order therefore to remedy the fame, Be it further

enacted, by the authority aforefaid, That on or be-

fore the first day of January aforesaid, the mafter,

owner, proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor,

adminiftrator, or other perfon in poffeffion of every

plantation or pen in this ifland, having on any

fuch plantation or pen any horfe, mare, mule, or

gelding, the reputed property of any flave or

flaves, knowing the fame to be fuch, fhall cauſe

them to be taken up, and ſhall produce them at

the moſt public place in the parish where taken

up, at fuch time as the juftices and veſtry ſhall by

advertiſementin the public news-papers appoint for

that purpoſe ; and that fuch horfes, mares, mules,

and geldings be then and there fold and difpofed

of at public outcry and if any mafter, owner,

proprietor, attorney, guardian, executor, admini-

ftrator, or other perfon as aforefaid, fhall neglect

or refufe fo doing, each and every of them fhall,

for every neglect or refufal, respectively forfeit

the fum of twenty pounds, to be recovered in a

fummary manner before any two justices of the

peace for the parish or precinct where fuch neg-

lect or refufal fhall happen, by the oath of one or

more credible witnefs or witneffes; which penalty

fhall be, one moiety to the ufe of the poor ofthe

parish , and the other moiety to the perfon com-

plaining.

LX. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That from and after the firſt day of Ja-

nuary aforefaid, no maſter, owner, proprietor, at-

torney, guardian, executor, adminiftrator, or other

perfon in poffeffion of any plantation, pen, or

fettlement, thall knowingly permit or fuffer any

flave or flaves to keep on fuch plantation, pen,

or fettlement, any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding ;

and in cafe of fo doing, fhall for every offence

forfeit the fum oftwenty pounds, to be recovered

in manner aforefaid.

LXI. And be it further enacted, by the autho

rity aforefaid, That every mafter, owner, pro-

prietor, attorney, guardian, executor, adminiftra-

tor, or other perfon, at the refpective times of

their givingin an account of their flaves and ſtock

to the juices and veftry, fhall alfo make oath,

that none of the faid horfes, mares, mules , or

geldings fo given in do belong to any negro or

other flave ; and that fuch perion fo giving in, or

his, her, or their employer or employers, hath not

nor have in his, her, or their poffeffion, to his, her,

or their knowledge or belief, any horſe, mare,

mule, or gelding, belonging to or reputed to be-

long to any flave or flaves : and in cafe any per-

fon or perfons fhall neglect or refufe fo to do,

every perfon fo neglecting or refufing fhall for

every offence forfeit the fum of twenty pounds,

to be recovered in the fame fummary manner,

and to be difpofed of as hereinbefore mentioned.

LXII. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That from and after the first day of Janu-

ary aforefaid, no negro or other flave in this Iſland

fhall purchaſe or buy any horſe, mare, mule, or

gelding, under the penalty of forfeiting fuch horfe,

mare, mule, or gelding, and to be difpofed of as

hereinbefore mentioned : and if any perfon what-

foever shall fell or give any horfe, mare, mule, or

gelding, to any negro or other flave, or to any

perfon in truft for fuch negro or other ſlave, every

fuch perfon fhall, for every fuch horſe, mare,

mule, or gelding fo fold or given, forfeit the fum

of twenty pounds : and every perfon who fhall

purchafe or be concerned in the purchaſe of any

horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, in trust for any

negro or other flave, fhall forfeit the fum oftwenty

pounds ; which faid penalties fhall be recovered

in the fame fummary manner, and diſpoſed of

as hereinbefore mentioned ; any law, cuſtom, or

ufage to the contrary in any wife notwithſtand-

ing.

LXIII. And be it further enacted, bythe authority

aforefaid,
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aforefaid, That in future, whenever a warrant

thall be granted by one or more of his majefty's

justices ofthe peace against any flave, ifthe faid

flave cannot be immediately taken on the faid

warrant, the owner, poffeffor, attorney, guardian,

or overfeer of fuch flave fhall be ferved with a

copy of the faid warrant ; and if he, fhe, or they

do not carry the faid flave before a magiftrate, to

be dealt with according to law on the faid war-

rant, and if it ſhall be afterwards proved, that the

owner, poffeffor, attorney, guardian, or overfeer

offuch flave, wilfully detained or concealed faid

flave, he, she, or they fhall forfeit the fum of one

hundred pounds.

LXIV. And whereas ſeveral ſlaves have lately

found means to defert from their owners and de-

part from this Iſland, to the great damage offuch

owners, in evil example to other flaves, who may

thereby be induced to attempt or confpire to do

the fame: And whereas there is reafon to fufpect

that fuch flaves have been aided and affifted in

fuch efcape and departure by other perfons ; and

there is not any adequate punishment provided by

law for fuch defertion and departure, or attempt-

ing or confpiring to defert and depart this ifland,

or for perfons aiding, aflifting, or abetting fuch

deferters ; for remedy whereof, Be itfurther enact-

ed, by the authority aforefaid, That from and after

the first day of January aforeſaid, if any ſlave ſhall

run away from his, her, or their owner or owners,

employer or employers, and go off, or confpire or

attempt to go off this Ifland, in any fhip, boat,

canoe, or other veffel or craft whatſoever, or be

aiding, abetting, or affifting to any other flave or

flaves in fuch going off this Ifland, he, she, or they

fo running and going off, or confpiring or at-

tempting to go off, or fo aiding, affifting, or abet-

ting in fuch going off (being duly convicted be-

fore the quarter feffions ) fhall fuffer death, or fuch

punishment as the faid court fhall think proper to

direct.

LXV. Andbe it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That if any negro, mulatto, or indian

offree condition, fhall, on or after the first day of

January aforesaid, knowingly be aiding, affift-

ing, or abetting any flave or flaves in going off

this ifland, and fhall be convicted thereof, either

in the fupreme court, or in any of the affize courts

of this Ifland, fuch negro, mulatto, or indian of

free condition, fhall be forthwith tranſported off

this ifland bythe provoft marshal general, or his

lawful deputy, into whofe cuftody fuch perfon or

perfons fhall be committed ; and if fuch perfon or

perfons, fo convicted, fentenced, and tranfported,

hall afterwards be found at large in this Ifland,

he, fhe, or they, being thereof convicted before

the fupreme court of judicature, or courts of aflize,

in this Ifland, fhall fuffer death.

LXVI. And be it further enacted, by the au

thority aforefaid, That if any white perfon or

perfons fhall knowingly be aiding, affifting, or

abetting to any flave or flaves in going off this

Ifland, he, she, or they being convicted thereof,

by bill, plaint, or information in the fupreme

court ofjudicature, or courts of aflize, fhall forfeit

the fum of one hundred pounds for each flave,

one moiety whereof fhall be to our Sovereign

Lord the King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and

towards the fupport of the government of this

Ifland, and the contingent charges thereof, and the

other moiety to the party or parties at whofe fuit

or complaint fuch perfon was convicted, and fhall

alfo fuffer imprisonment, at the difcretion of the

faid court, for any fpace of time not exceeding

twelve months, without bail or mainprize.

LXVII. And be it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful to pro-

ceed against the perfon or perfons fo aiding, aflifting,

or abetting fuch flave or flaves in going off this

Iland, whether the principal or principals be con-

victed ornot ; any thing in this or any other act, law,

cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithstanding.

LXVIII. And whereas the overfeers of eftates in

this Ifland make a frequent practice of leaving

the ſeveral eſtates under their care and manage-

ment, on the refpective feafons allowed for negro

holidays ; whereby many dangerous meetings and

pernicious practices are carried on : in order, there-

fore, to prevent the like for the future, Be itfurther

enacted, bythe authority aforefaid, That if any over-

feer in this Ifland fhall abfent himſelf from the

eftate under his care and management, on any of

the particular holidays hereinbefore mentioned to

be allowed to flaves, without leave of his employer,

every fuch overfeer fo offending fhall for every of-

fence forfeit the fum of five pounds, to be re-

covered by information upon oath before any juf-

tice ofthe peace, in a fummary way, in the pariſh

where fuch offence fhall happen ; any law, cuftom,

or ufage to the contrary notwithstanding.

LXIX. And whereas many inconveniences.

have arisen from flaves going about this Itland

under the pretence of being free; in order to pre-

vent the like for the future, Be it enalted, by the

authority aforefaid, That the juftices and veftry

in each refpective parish within this Ifland fhall,

within three months after the commencement of

this act, caufe diligent inquiry to be made within

their respective parishes, as to the number of ne-

groes, mulattoes, or indians of free condition, and

caufe them to be warned to attend at their next

meeting, and give an account in what manner they

obtained their freedom, that their names and man-

ner of obtaining their freedom may be registered

in the veſtry books offuch pariſhes, and that thofe

UML
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not having certificates, fhall receive a certificate

of their freedom from the clerks of fuch veftries

refpectively ; which certificate they are hereby

obliged to have attefted under the hand and feal

of the Commander in Chief for the time being,

within three months from the date thereof, under

the penalty of fix weeks imprifonment in the

workhoufe; which certificate fhall, by the Com-

mander in Chief for the time being, be fo atteſted

without fee or reward ; and that fuch certificate

of the freedom of any negro, mulatto, or indian,

as well thofe now free, as thofe who may

hereafter become free, fhail by fuch free negro,

mulatto, or indian, be produced to the juflices and

vellry on the twenty-fifth day of March in cach

year, or on the first very day after that day, to

be by them infpected, under the penalty of forty

fillings on each negro, mulatto, or indian, for

each neglect ; which certificate, fo to be attefted

under the hand and feal of the Commander in

Chief as aforefaid, fuch negroes, mulattoes, or in-

dians fhall and they are hereby obliged conftantly

to carry about thein, and fhall alfo be obliged to

wearthebadgeoftheirfreedom, underthe penaltyof

ten pounds for every neglect ; free negroes, mulat-

toes, or indians, poffeffed of a real eftate, or claim-

ing any privileges or immunities by virtue of any

law of this Ifland, excepted.

LXX. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That if any fuch negro, mulatto, or

indian, fhall neglect to attend the veftry of each

refpective parifh as aforesaid, in order to fhew

their right to freedom, after having been warn-

ed five days at the leaft (fuch warning to be

attefted on oath by the perfon ferving the fame)

fhall, on not fhewing fufficient caufe for his or

her non-attendance, be, by warrant under the

hand and feal of any one of His Majefty's juftices

of the peace where fuch offender refides, taken

up and committed to gaol for a ſpace not exceed-

ing one month.

LXXI. And be it further enacted, by the autho-

rity aforefaid, That if any negro, mulatto, or

indian, as aforefaid, fhall be obliged, towards the

proof offreedom, to make fearch, in purſuance of

this act, of his or her title, in any office of this

Ifland, the charge of fuch fearch or ſearches fhall

be made good to him or her by the pariſh where

he or the refides.

LXXII. Andbe itfurther enadled, bythe authority

aforefaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the

juftices aforefaid, and they are hereby required to

do their feveral and refpective duties under this

act when martial law fhall happen to be in force, as

they might or ought to have done if martial law

were not fubfifting ; any law, cuftom, or uſage to

the contrary thereof notwithſtanding.

LXXIII. Andbe itfurther enacted, by the authority

aforejaid, Thatit fhall not be lawful for any juf-

tices of the peace, fitting on the trial of any flave

or flaves, or otherwife, to fentence or order any

flave to be mutilated or maimed for any offence

whatfoever.

LXXIV. Andbeitfurther enaded, by the authority

oforefaid, That if the provoft-marfhal, or any of

his lawful deputies, or any lawful conflable, fhall

willingly or negligently fuffer any flave or flaves

to efcape, who thall be committed to his or their

cuftody for any offence under this act, fuch mar-

fhal or conftable who fhall fuffer fuch eſcape fhall

forfeit the fum of fifty pounds to the owner of

fuch flave or flaves, for every flave fo efcaping.

LXXV. And be it further enacted, by the au-

thority aforefaid, That no negro or other flave

fhall be allowed to hunt any cattle, horfes, mares,

mules, or affes, in any part of this Ifland, with

lances, guns, cutlaffes, or other inftrumentsofdeath,

unlefs in the company of his or their mafter, over-

feer, or fome other white perfon by him or them

deputed, or by permiflion in writing ; and if any

negro or other flave fhall offend, contrary to the

true intent and meaning of this act, he or they,

being thereof convicted before two juftices, thall

fuffer fuch puniſhment as they fhall think proper

to inflict.

LXXVI. And be it further enacted, by the authe-

rity aforefaid, That no merchant, factor, fuper-

cargo, or confignce of any cargo offlaves arriving

in any of the ports of this Iland, fhall hereafter,

under the penalty of one hundred pounds, expofe

fuch cargo to fale on board the fhip or other vef-

fel in which the fame is imported, but fhall pro-

cure or hire, or caufe to be procured or hired, a

proper place or encloſure afhore, wherein the

faid flaves fhall be fold, taking care, as far as pof-

fible, in the fale thereof, not to feparate the dif-

ferent branches of one and the fame family.

LXXVII. Andbe it further enacted, by the authority

aforefaid, That all crimes committed by flaves du-

ring the time the faid hereinbefore mentioned act,

intitled, " An act to repeal feveral acts, and clauſes

of acts, respecting flaves, and for the better order

and government of flaves, and for other pur-

pofes," was in force, fhall be heard, tried, and

determined, and fuch flaves puniſhed, in ſuch man-

ner as was directed by the faid recited act, and as

if the fame was now in full force ; and for which

purpoſes only the faid recited act ſhall be confi-

dered as fill in force.

LXXVIII. And be itfurther enacted, by the autho

rity aforefaid, That all penalties in this act mention-

ed, and not already declared how they fhall be reco-

vered



( 17 )

vered and applied, fhall, if not exceeding twenty

pounds, be recovered in a fummary manner be-

fore any two of His Majefty's juftices ofthe peace,

by diftrefs and fale of the offender's goods and

chattels, and if exceeding twenty pounds, to be

recovered in the fupreme court of judicature of

this Ifland, or in either of the courts of affize, by

action ofdebt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein

no effoign, protection, wager of law, or non vult

ulterius profequi, fhall be entered ; one moiety of

which penalties fhall be to our Sovereign Lord

the King, his heirs and fucceffors, for and towards

the ſupport of the government of this Iſland, and

PASSED THE COUNCIL ,

this 5th day of December, 1788 .

WILL. DUNLOP, CI. Con.

the contingent charges thereof, and the other moiety

to the informer, or him, her, or them who ſhall

fue for the fame.

And be it further enacted, by the authority afore-

faid, That this act, and every claufe, matter, and

thing therein contained, fhall continue and be in

force from the first day of January, which will be

in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun-

dred and eighty-nine, until the thirty-firſt day of

December, which will be in the year ofour Lord

one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-one, and

no longer.

I CONSENT,

this 6th day of December, 1788.

ALURED CLARKE.

PASSED THE ASSEMBLY,

this 6th day of Nov. 1788.

S.W.HAUGHTON, Speaker.
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