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AN ACT to repeal an adt, intituled « An act to
repeal feveral ats and claufes of ats refpeting
flaves, and for the better order and government
of flaves, and for other purpofes;’ and alfo to
repeal the feveral alls and claufes of alts, which
were repealed by the a& intituled as aforefaid ;
and for confolidating, and bringing into one aét,
the feveral laws relating to flaves, and for giving
them further protection and fecurity; for alter-
ing the mode of trial of flaves charged with
capital offences ; and for other purpofes.

Preamble. HEREAS it is for the publick good, that
all the laws refpeéting the order and govern-

ment of flaves, fhould be confolidated, and brought into

one law, in order to prevent confufion, and that juftice

may more effectually be executed refpecting flaves; and

whereas it is found neceflary, for the purpofe of giving

further fecurity to flaves, that the mode of trial of flaves

charged with capital offences fhould be altered; and

whereas, in order thereto, it is neceffary that all the

herein after-mentioned laws, and claufes of laws, fhould

be repealed; viz. &c. &c. &c. We, your majefty’s du-

tiful and loyal fubjects, the affembly of this your Majefty’s

ifland of Jamaica, do moft humbly befeech your Majefty

that it may be enated, Be it therefore Enacted, by the
lieutenant governor, council, and affembly of the faid

ifland, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the au-

Lawsand  thority of the fame, That from and after the paffing of
claufes of - yhis a@, all and every the faid herein before-mentioned

laws to be .
sepealeds  Jaws, and claufes of laws, and cvery part thereof, be and

ftand
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{land annulled, repealed and made void, and are hereby
annulled, repealed, and. made void, to all intents and pur-
pofes whatfoever, any thing in the faid laws, and claufes
of laws, or in any other law contained to the contrary, in
anywife notwithftanding.

II. And whereas nothing can contribute more to the
good order and government of flaves than the humanity
of their owners, in providing for and fupplying them with
good and wholcfome provifions, and proper and fufficient
clothing, and all fuch other things as may be proper and
neceflary for them, during their being in a ftate of flavery :
For which end and purpofe, Be it further Enacted by the
authority aforefaid, That, from and after the paffing of
this A&, every mafter, owner, or pofleflor, of any planta-
tion or plantations, pens, or other lands whatfoever, fhall
allot and appoint a fufficient quantity of land for every
flave he fhall have in pofleflion upon, or belonging to,
fuch plantation or plantations, pens, or other lands, as and
for the proper ground of every fuch flave, and allow fuch
flave fufficient time to work the fame, in order to pro-
vide him, her, or themfelves, with fufficient provifions for
his, her, or their maintenance : and alfo, all fuch mafters,
owners, or pofleflors of plantations, pens, or other lands,
fhall plant upon fuch plantations, pens, or other lands, in
ground-provifions, at leaft one acre of land for every ez
negroes that he fhall be poffefled of on fuch plantation,
pen, or other lands, over and above the Negro-grounds
aforefaid; which lands fhall be kept up in a planter-like
condition, under the penalty of fifty pounds,

III. And be it further Enacted by the authority afore-
faid, That every fuch mafter, owner, or pofleflor, or his
or her overfeer or chicf manager, fhall perfonally infpe&:
into the condition of fuch negro-grounds once in every
month at the leaft, in order to fee that the fame are cul-
tivated and kept up in a proper manner, of which oath
fhall be made, as in this act is hereafter dirc&ed. And

whereas
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whereas it may happen, that in many plantations, pens,
fettlements, and towns, in this ifland, there may not be
lands proper for the purpofes aforcfaid; then, and in that
cafe, the matters, owners, or pofleflors, do, by fome other
ways and means, make good and ample provifion for all
fuch flaves as they fhall be pofleffed of, equal to the value
of two fhillings and fix pence currency per week. for each
flave, in order that they may be properly fupported and
maintained, undcr the penalty of fifty pounds.

I1V. And be it further Enacted by the authority afore~
faid, That no mafter, owner, or pofiefior of any flave or
flaves, whether in his or her own right, or as attorney,
guardian, truftee, exccutor, or otherwiie, fhall difcard or
turn away any fuch flave or flaves, on account of or by
reafon of fuch flave oi flaves being rendered incapable of
labour or fervice to fuch mafter, owner, or pofleflor, by
means of ficknefs, age, or infirmity ; but every fuch matter,
owner, or poficflor, as aforefuid, fhall be, and he is hereby
obliged, to keep all fuch flave or {laves upon his, her, or
their properties, and to find and provide them with whole-
fome neceflarics of life, and not {ufter fuch flave or flaves
as aforefaid to be in want thercof, or to wander about, or
become burthenfome to others for {uftenance, under the
penalty of ten pounds for every fuch cifence, to be reco-
vered in a4 fummary manner, before any one juftice of the
peace in this ifland ; who is hereby authorized, empower-
ed, and required, to caufe fuch mailer, owner, or pofleflor,
his, her, or their attorney or agent, and {uch other perfons
as he thall judge neceflary, to be fummoned before him,
to enable him to judgze and determine of the propricty of
fuch information, and whether {uch mafter, owner, or pof-
{effor, ought to incur the faid penalty ; and in the mean
time, and until fuch trial can be had, the faid juftice of the
peace, on his own view, or upon the information of any
white perfon, upon oath, is hereby empowered and re-
quired to take up fuch wandering, fick, aged, or infirm

flave
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flave or flaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, irt the
neareft workhoufe, there to be clothed and fed, but not
worked, at the expence of the mafter, owner, or poffeflor,
until fuch trial as aforefaid can be had 5 and if it {hall ap-
pear to the faid juftice, on fuch trial, that the party or par-
ties fo complained of is or are guilty of the faid offence,
and fhall refufe to pay the faid ten pounds, and the fees to
fuch workhoufe for the maintenance of fuch flave or flaves,
together with the charges of the convidtion, the faid juf-
tice is hereby required and empowered, under the penalty
of twenty pounds, forthwith, by warrant under his hand
and feal, direéted to the conftable, to commit fuch offender
or oftenders to the common gaol of the county or parith
where the offence fhall be committed, there to remain un-
til he or fhe fhall pay the faid fum of ten pounds, and
charges as aforefaid ; one moicty of which faid fine fhall
be paid to the informer, and the other moicty fhall be paid
into the hands of the churchwardens of fuch parith, for the
poor of faid parith; any law, cuftom, or ufage to the con-
trary notwithftanding.

V. And, for the better encouragement of flaves to do
their duty to their mafters, owners, or pofleflors, Be it
further Enacted by the authority aforefaid, That every
mafter, owner, or pofleflor of flaves, fhall, once in every
year, provide and give to each {lave they fhall be pofiefled
of proper and fufficient clothing, to be approved of by the
juftices and veftry of the parifh where fuch mafter, owner,
or pofleflor of fuch flaves refides, under the penalty of
fifty pounds.

VI, And be it further Enacted by the authority afore-
faid, That all mafters and miftrefles, owners, or, in their
abfence, overfeers of flaves, fhall, as much as in them lies,
endeavour the inftruction of their flaves in the principles
of the Chriftian religion, whereby to facilitate their con-
verfion, and fhall do their utmoft endeavours to fit them
for baptifin, and as foon as conveniently they can, caufe

L]
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to be baptifed all fuch as they can make fenfible of a Deity
and the Chriftian faith. '

VII. And be it further Enalted by the authority afore-
faid, That every mafter, owner, proprietor, or poileflor of
flaves, his or her overfcer or chief manager, at their giving
in an account of their flaves and ftock to the juftices and
veftry, on the twenty. cighth day of December in every
year, fhall, under the penalty qf fifty pounds for every neg-
leét, alfo give in, on oath, an account of the quantity of
land in ground-provifions, over and above the negro-
grounds, upon fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement,
where there are lands proper for the cultivation of fuch
provifions ; and, where there are not lands proper for fuch
purpofcs, then an account, on oath, of the provifion made
on fuch plantation, pen, or other f{cttlement, or means
adopted for the maintenance of the flaves thereon; and fhali
alfo, at the fame time, and under the like penalty, give in an
account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the cloth-
ing actually ferved to each flave on fuch plantatidn, pen,
or other fettlement, for the approbation of the juftices and
veftry as aforefaid; and fhall, likewife, at the fame time
declare, on oath, that he hath infpeéted the negro-grounds
(where fuch grounds are allotted) of fuch plantation, pen,
or fettlement, according to the dirc&tions of this act.

VII. And, in order to encoprage flaves for every
good and worthy act that they fhall do, Be it further En-
ated by the authority aforefaid, T'hat every flave or flaves
that fhall take up any runaway flave, or inform againft
any perfon who fhall have or conceal any runaway flave
or flaves, fo that fuch runaway flave or flaves may be
taken and reftored to his owner or owners; cvery fuch
flave or flaves, fo informing, fhall be entitled to fuch re-
ward as any juftice fhall in reafon and juftice think juft
and reafonable, and be paid by fuch perfon or perfons as
fuch juftice fhall determine ought to pay the fame, not ex-
ceeding twenty thillings .
' IX. And
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I1X. And be it further Enated by the authority afore-
faid, That if any flave or flaves fhall kill or take any
flave or flaves in aftual rebellion, he or they fhall receive
from the churchwardens.of the refpective parifhes where
fuch flave or flaves fhall have been killed, the fum of thice
pounds, and the fum of five pounds if taken alive, and a
bluc cloth coat, with a red crofs on the right fhoulder, to
Le paid by the churchwardens of the refpedive parithes
where fuch {luve or {laves fhall have been killed or taken;
the whole expence whereof {hall be reimburfed by the
receiver-general for the time being; out of any monies in
his hands unappropriated. -

X. And, in order to prevent any perion from mutilat-
ing or difmembering any flave or flaves, Be it further
Enadted by the authority afocefaid, 1hat if any mafter,
mifticts, owner, poileilor, or other perfon whatloever,
fhall, at his, her, or their own will and pleafure, or by
his, her, or their directiony or with his, hery or their know-
ledge, futferance, privity, or confent, mutilate or difmem-
ber any flave or iluves, he, fhe, or they fhall be liable to
be indicted for each offence in the fupreme court of judi-
cuturey or in any of the aflize cowrts of this ifland ; and,
upon convidlion, fhall be punifhed by fine, not exceeding
ene huundred pounds, and imprifonment, not exccediag
twelve months, for cach and every fave fo mutilated or
difmembzred 3 and fuch pumihment is declared to be
without prejudice to any action that could or mizht be
brought at common law, for recovery of dumages for or
on account of the fame: And, in very atrocious cales,
where the owner of fuch flave or flaves fhall be convicted
of fuch offence, the court before whom fuch offender
fhall have been tried and conviéled, are hereby empowered,
in cafe they fhall think it ncceflary, for the future protec-
tion of fuch flave or flaves, to declare him, her, or them
free, and difcharged from all manner of fervitude, to all
intents and purpofes whatfoever: And, in all fuch cafes,

Vor. II. o . the
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the court are hercby empowered and authorized, if to
them it fhall appear neccflary, to order and dire the faid
fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the juftices and
veftry of the parith to which the faid flave or flaves be-~
longed, to the ufe of the faid parifh, the faid juftices and
veftry, in confideration thercof, paying to fuch of the faid
flave or flaves {o madc frec, the fum of ten.pounds per an=
num, for his, her, or their maintenance and fupport dur~
ing life; and in cafe any flave or flaves fhall fuffer any
before-deferibed mutilations, fuch flave or flaves, on his,
her, or their application to any juftice of the peace, the
faid juftice of the peace fhall be, and is hereby directed,
required, and empowered, on view, and certain convice
tion of the fadt, to fend fuch flave or flaves to the neareft
workhoufe where fuch offence fhall be committed, and
fuch flave or flaves fhall be there fafely kept, and carcfully
attended, at the expence of fuch parifh, until fuch time as
there may be a legal meeting of the juftices and veftry of
fuch parifh; which juftices and veftry fo met, are hereby
created and appointed a council of protetion of fuch
flave or flaves: And the faid juftices and veltry, fo met,
are hercby direCted and empowered to make further and
full enquiry, upon view, into the commitment of the mu-
tilation of fuch flave or flaves; and, if to them it fhall
appear proper, the faid juftices and veftry are hereby em-
powered and required to profecute to effet fuch owner or
owners ; the cxpence of which profecution fhall be paid
by the parith where fuch offence fhall be committed :
And in cafe the owner or owners of fuch flave or flaves
fhall appear capable of paying the cofts and charges ot
fuch before-mentioned profecution, the faid juftices and
veftry are hercby empowered to commence fuit or {uits
againft fuch owner or owners of fuch flave or {laves, and
recover all cofts and charges out of purfc, by them laid out
and expended in fuch fuit or fuiis: And the keeper or
fupervifor of the workhoufe where fuch mutilated flave or

8 . flaves
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flaves ‘thall have been firft committed, is hereby direGed
and required, upon due notice of the firft meeting of the
juftices and veftry of the parifh where the offcnce was
committed, to produce fuch mutilated flave or flaves, for
the infpetion and direion of fuch juftices and Veﬁxy,
under the penalty of twenty pounds for every ncgle&, in
not producing before fuch juftices and veltry fuch {lave
or flaves.

XI. And be it further Enacted by the authority afore-
faid, T'hat in cafe any juftice of the peace fhall reccive any
complaint or probable intelligence from any flave or other-
wife, that any flave or flaves is or are fo mutilated; or is
or are confined without fufficient fupport, it {hall and may
be lawful for fuch juftice of the peace, and he is hercby
.empowered and required, forthwith to ifluc his warrant to
any conftable, cidering him immediatclyto proceed to the
place where fuch {lave or {laves, fo mutilated, are con-
fined, and fuch flave or flaves to releafe and bring before
fuch juftice, who, on view of the fuct, is hereby autho-
rized to fend fuch f{lave or {laves to the workhoufe for
protection, and who is therc to be kept, but not to be
worked, until enquiry fhall be made into the fact accord-
ing to law.

XII. And be it further Enaed by the authority afore-
taid, That if any perfon hereafter thall wantonly, willingly,
or bloody-mindedly kill, or caufc to be killed, any negro
or other flave, fuch perfon {6 ofiending fhally on convic-
tion, be adjudged guilty of felony, without bencfit of
clergy, and fhall fuffer death accordingly for the faid
offence : Provided always, that fuch convi&ion thall not
extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of
lands or tencments, goods or chattels ; any law, cuftom,
er ufage to the contrary thercof, in anywife notwith-
ftanding.

XT1II. And be it further Ena&ed by the authority afore-
Gidy “I'hat from and after the pafimg of this a&, any per-

02 fon
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fon or perfons that fhall wantonly or cruelly whip, mal«
treat, beat, bruife, wound, or fhall imprifon or keep in
confinement, without fufficient fupport, any flave or flaves,
fhall be {ubject to be indicted for the fame in the fupreme
court of judicature, or in either of the courts of aflize, or
courts of quarter {effions in this ifland ; and, upon being
thercof legally convicled, he, the, or they, fhall fuffer fuch
punihment, by fine or imprifonment, or both, as the
Jjudges or juttices of fuch courts fhall think proper to in-
flick ; any faw, cultom, or ufage to the contrary in any-
wife notwithftanding : And fuch punithment is hercby
declared to be without prejudice to any action at common
law that could or might be brought for the recovery of
damages for and on account of the fame, in cale fuch flave
or flaves fhall not be the property of the offender.

XIV. And, in order to reflrzinarbitrary punifhments,
Be it further Enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no
flave on any plantation or fetilement, or in any of the
workhoufes or gaols in this ifland, fhall receive more than
ten lathes at ene time and for one offence, unlefs the owner,
attorney, guarcian, exccutor, or adminiftrator, or overfeer,

‘of fuch plantation or fettlement, having fuch flave in his

care, or fupervifor of fuch workhoufe, or keeper of fuch gaol,
fhall be prefent ; and that no fuch owner, attorney, guar-
dian, executor, adminiftrator, or overfeer, fupervifor, or
gaol-keeper, fhall, on any account, punifh a flave with
more than thirty-nine lathes at one time, and for one of-
fence, nor infii&, or fuffer to be infliGted, fuch laft-men-
tioned punifhinent, nor any other number of lathes, in the
fame day, nor until the delinquent has recovered from the
effefls of any former punifhment, under the penzlty of

ten pounds for every oftence, to be recovered againft the

perfon dire&ing or permitting fuch punifhment.

XV. And whercas a mifchievous pracice hath fome-
times prevailed of punifhing ill-difpofed flaves, and fuch
as arc apt to abfcond from thcir owners, by fixing or

caufing
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caufing to be fixed round the necks of fuch flaves, an iron
collar with projecting bars or hooks, to prevent the future
defertion of fuch flaves ; Be it further Enaéled by the au-
thority aforefaid, That fuch praftice is hereby declared to
-be utterly unlawful, and that no perfon (hall, on any pre-
tence whatfoever, under the penalty of fifty pounds, punifh
any negro or other flave, whether his own property or
otherwife, by fixing, or caufing to be fixed, any iron or
other collar round the neck of fuch flave, or by loading
the body or limbs of fuch flave, for any offince whatfo-
ever, with chains, irons, or wecizh’s, of any kind, other
than fuch as are abfolutzly neceflary for fecuring the per-
fon of fuch flave; and all and every the jullices of the
peace, within this ifland, are hereby authorized, direlted,
and required, under the peuulty of one hundred pounds,
on information and view of fuch offence, to order fuch
collar, chains, irons, or weights, to be tannediately taken
oft from the flave or flaves wearing or bearing the fame.
XVI. And whereas, from the dzceale and removal of
refidence of many proprietors of flaves, aal other circun-
ftances, and from the manumiffion of negro, mu'atto, and
other flaves, without any fuitable provifion being made for
their future maintenance, many unhappy objells, afflicted
with contagious diftempers, or difabled from labour by
ficknefs, old age, and otherwife, and, having no owners,
prove dangerous, or become a burthen and nuifince ‘to
the feveral towns and parithes of this ifland 1 For remedy
whereof, Be it further Enallted by the authority aforefaid,
That the juitices and veltrymen of the feveral wowns and
parifhes in this ifland be empowered, and they are hercby
empowered, to lay a tax upon the inhabitants of the faid
feveral towns and parifhes, in the fame manner as the pa-
rochial taxes are ufually laid, for the purpole of raifing fuch
a fum as they fhall judge fufficient to provide for the
maintenance, clothing, medical care, and attendance, in
the workhoufes or other convenient places of the faid

03 feveral
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feveral towns and parifhes of this ifland, of fuch negro,
mulatto, or other flaves, or other unhappy objeéts as
aforefaid : And the magiftrates refpectively of fuch town
and parifh arc hereby empowered and required, upon ap-
plication being made to them, or either of them, to order
all fuch objeéls as aforefaid to be removed and conveyed
to the refpeftive workhoufes of each parifh, where (if a
flave) the former proprietor or proprietors, owner or
owners, of fuch flave lived or refided ; or, if a perfon of
colour made free, where the perfon or perfons who manu-
mifed or fet free fuch perfon of colour refided before his
deceafe, there to be lodged and taken care of as aforefaid :
And the magiftrates and veftries of the feveral towns and
parithes as aforefaid, are hercby empowered and required
to mzke from time to time all fuch humane and falutary
regulations, for the purpofes aforefaid, as to them fhall
appear neceffary and expedient.

XVII. Aud whereas it is abfolutely neceflary, that the
flaves in this ifland fhould be kept in due obedience ta
their owners, and in duc fubordination to the white peo-
ple in general, and, as much as in the power of the legil-
lature, 2!l means and opportunities of flavés committing
rebellious confpiracies, and other crimes, to the ruin and
deftrultion of the white people, and others in this ifland,
prevented, and that proper punifhments fhould be ap-
pointed for all crimes to be by them committed, Be it
further Enacted by the authority aforefaid, That no flave,
fuch only excepted as are going with firewood, grafs, fruit,
provifions, or finall ftock and other goods, which they may
lawfully fell, to market, and rcturning therefrom, fhall
hereafter be fuffered or permitted to go out of his or her
mafter or owner’s plantation or fettlement, or to travel
from one town or place ta another, unlcfs fuch flave fhall
have a ticket from his mafter, owner, employer, or over~
feer, exprefling particularly the time of fuch flave’s fetting
out, and where he or fhe is going, and the time limited

fox
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for his or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty
thillings for every flave fo offcnding, to be recovered from
the mafter, owner, employer, or overfeer, in a fummary
manner, before any one juftice of the peace, by warrant
of diftrefs, complaint being made to him upon oath, unlefs
the mafter, owner, cmployer, or overfeer, cf fych flave fhall
prove, upon oath, before any juftice of the peace of the
parifh or precinét where fuch mafter, owner, employer, or
overfecr, may or fhall live, or happen to be, that he did
give the faid flave fuch ticket as aforefaid, or that fuch
flave went away without his confent ; and if fuch juftice
fhall refufe or neglect his duty, either in caufing the pe-
na'ty to be forthwith levied, on complaint being made ta
him as aforefaid, on the owner, ovcricer, or any other
perfon, who fhall fuffer a flave, being uader his or their
dire&ion, to go without a ticket as aforefaid, every juftice
fo effending fhall forfeit the fum, of five pounds; any law,
cuftom, or ufage, to the contrary notwithftanding,.

XVIIIL. And be it further Enatted by the authority
aforefaid, That for the future, all flaves in this ifland {hall
be allowed the ufual number of holidays that were allowed
at the ufual feafons of Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfun.
tide : Provided, That, at every {uch refpeétive feafon, no
two holidays fhall be allowed to follow or fucceed imme-
diately one after the other, except at Chriftmas, when they
fhall be allowed. Chriftmas-day, and alfo the day imme-
diately fucceeding 3 any law, cuftom, or ufage, to the con-
trary notwithftanding : And if any mafter, owner, guar-
dian, or attorney, of any plantation or fettlement, or the
overfeer of fuch plantation or fettlement, fhall prefume,
at the feafons aforefaid, to allow any holidays to any flave
belonging to any fuch plantation or fettlement, other than
as directed by this aét to be given, every perfon fo oftend-
ing, fhall forfeit the fum of five pounds.

XIX. And whereas it hath been ufual and cuftomary
with the planters in this ifland, to allow their flaves one
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day in every fortnight to cultivate their own provifion-
grounds (exclufive of Sundays) except during the time
of crop ; but the fame not being compuliory, Be it there~
forc Enacted by the authority aforefaid, That the flaves
belonging to, or employed on, every plantation or fettle-
ment, thall, ®veér and above the holidays herein before-
mentioned, be allowed one day in every fortnight, to cul-
tivate their own provifion-grounds, exclufive of Sundays,
except during the time of crop, under the penalty of hifty
pounds, to be recovered againft the overfeer or other per-
fon having the care of fuch flaves.

XX. And be it further Ena&ed by the authority afore-
faid, That cvery field-flave on fuch plantation or {ettle-
ment fhall, on work days, be allowed, according to cuf~
tor, half an hour for breakfaft, and two hours for dinner ;
and that no flaves fhiil be compelled to any manner of
ficld-work upon the plantation before the hour of five in
the morning, or after the hour of feven at night, except
during the time of crop, under the penalty of ity pounds,
to be recovered againdt the overfeer, or other puerfon hava-
ing the carc of fuch flaves.

XXI. Aud be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any mafter, owner, guardian, or attor-

ey, of any plantation or {ettdement, thall hereafter fuffer
any itrange flaves, exceeding twelve in number, to aflfem-
ble togedhcr and beat their military drums, or blow their
horns or fhells, upon any plantation, pzn, or fettlement, or
in any yard or place under his, her, or their care or ma-
nagement, or fhall not endeavour to difperfe or prevent
the fame, by immediately giving notice thereof to the next
magiftrat: or commifiioned officer, that a proper force
maj' be fent to difperfe the faid flaves; every fuch matfter,
owner, guardian, or attorney, fhall, for every fuch offence,
upon conviction thereof, upon an indi@ment in the fu-
preme court of judicature or courts of affize, pay a fine of
fifty pounds to his Majefty, his heirs and fuccefors, for
ang
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and towards the fupport of the gavernment of this ifland,
and the coniingen. charges thereof: Provided neverthe-
lefs, That mfurmau on of fuch offence fhall be made, upon
oath, before any of his N .jelty’s juitices of the peace,
within the fpace of five days after the commiilion of fuch
offence.

XXil. And be it furthor Enalled by the authority
aforefaid, That all ofhcers, civil and military, thall be, and
are hereby, empowered and required, to enter into any
plantation, fetdement, or otir place, to difperfe all fuch
unlawful affemblics, and to fupprels and prevent all un-
lawful diummings or other noile, as before mentioned 3
any law, cu.{om, or ufage, to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.

XXill. And whereas it has been found by experience,
that rebellions have been often concerted at negro dances,
and nightly meetings of the flaves of different plantations,
when fuch flaves are generally intoxicated; and as it has
been found alfo, that thole meetings tend much to injure
the healths of n-gross; Be it therefore Enatted by the
authoricy .m)uﬂud, Thatif any cverfeer, or, in his ablence,
any baeok-keeper, or other white perfon, having the care
and manzgen.ent of any plantation or {ittlement, {hall
fuffer any flaves to affemble together, ond beat their
military drums, or blow their horos cr fhells, every fuch
overfeer, book-keeper, or other white penon fo offending,
fhall, for every fuch offence, upon conviétion thereof,
upon an indiflment in tae fupreme court of judicature, or
before the juftices of affize, fuifer fix months imprifon-
ment, without bal or mainprize : Provided information
is made, upon oath as aferefaid, before one of his Ma-
jc{’ry’s juftices of the peace, within five days after the
commiflion of fuch offence: And provided always never-
thelefs, that nothing herein contained fhall be conftrued to
prevent any m.lﬂcr, owncr, or proprictor, of any planta-
iion or fettlement, or the overfeer thercof, from granting

hberty
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liberty to the flaves of fuch plantation or fettlement only,
for aflembling together upon fuch plantation or fettle-
ment, and playmg and diverting themfelves in any inno-

- cent amufements, fo as they do not make ufe of military

Negro
burials to be
in day-time,

Imprifon-
m:nt for ne-
grocs {uffer-
ing affem-
blies at their
houfes,

Slaves not
to keep fire.
arms,

drums, horns, or fhells; but that they fhall and may '
grant fuch liberty when and as often as they pleafe, any
thing in this, or any other ad, to the contrary notwith-
ftanding : Provided, that fuch amufements are put an end
to by twelve of the clock at night.

XXIV. And, in order to prevent riots and mrvhtly
meetings among negro and other flaves, to the difturbance
of the public peace, and the cndangering their healths, Be
it further Enalted by the authority aforefaid, That all
negro burials fhall in futurc take place in the day-time
only, fo that the fame may be ended before funfet; and
if any mafter, owner, or pofleflor of flaves, his or her
overfeer, or chief manager, fhall knowingly fufter or per-
mit the burial of any flave otherwife than as before
directed, he fhall forfeit the fum of fifty pounds.

XXV. And be it further EnaCted by the authority
aforefaid, T'hat if any Indian, free negro, or mulatto, {hall
hercafter fuffer any unlawful affembly of flaves at his or
her houfe or fettlement, every fuch Indian, free negro, or
mulatto, fhall, upon due conviétion thereof, fuffer im-
prifonment, not exceeding fix months; Provided never-
thelefs, That information thereof fhall be given, on oath,
within five days of fuch unlawful meeting.

XXVI. And be it further Enaéted by the authority
aforcfaid, that all flaves who fhall hercafter be found to
have in his or their cuftody,any firc-arms, gun-powder,
flugs, or ball, fuch flave, being thereof conviéted before
two juftices, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the faid
juftices fhall think proper to infliét, by whipping or hard
labour in the workhoufe, not exceeding the term of fix
menths.

XXVIL Ard
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XXVII. And beit further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any flave fhall offer any violence, by
ftriking or otherwife, to any white perfon, fuch flave,
upon duc and proper proof, fhall, upon convi&tion, be
punifbed with death, tranfportation, or confinement to
hard labour, not exceceding two years, or otherwife, as
the court fhall, in their difcretion, think proper to inflick :
Provided fuch ftriking or conflict be not by command of
his or their owners, overfeers, or perfons entrufted over
them, or in the lawful defence of their owners perfons or
goods.

XXVIIL. And be it further Enated by the authority
aforefaid, That any flave or flaves, who.thall knowingly
harbour or conceal any runaway flave or flaves, thall be
liable to be tried for the fame at the flave court hereinafter
appointed, and on conviction, fuffer fuch punifhment as
the juftices of the faid court fhall think proper to inflict,
not extending to life or limb.

XXIX. And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace
and fafety of this ifland, to fuffcr flaves to continue out as
runaways, and it is abfolutely neceffary to declarc and
make known to the publick what flaves fhall be deemed
fuch; Be it therefore Enacted by the authority aforefaid,
‘That from and after the paffing of this act, any flave or
flaves who fhall be abfent from his owner or employcr,
without lcave, for the fpace of ten days, and {hall be found
at the diftance of eight miles from the houfe, plantation,
or other fettlement, to which he, fhe, or they belong,
without a ticket or other permit to pafs, except as before
excepted, in going to and returning from market, fhall be
deemed a runaway.

XXX. And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That any perfon whatfoever, who fhall appre-
hend fuch flave or flaves, fhall, for every one fo apprehend-
ed, be entitled to receive from the owner, employer, over-
feer, or manager of fuch flave or flaves, the fum of ten

ﬂmlmgs,

203

APPEN=~
DIX.

Punifhment
on flaves of-
fering vio-~
ence to
whites.

Punifhment
on flaves
harbouring
{laves.

Wheo are
deemed ruRe
aways,

Reward for
fecuring
runaways,



204

BOOK

IVv.
w\,/

Provifo.

Hew run-
aways are to
be difpofed
of,

HISTORY OF THE

fhillings, and no more, befides mile-moncy, at the rate
of one thilling per mile for the firft five miles, and fix-
pence per mile alterwards: Provided fuch flave or flaves
had abfented him, hery or themfelves, ten days, without
the privity, knowledge, or confent, of the propriztor,
overfeer, or other white perfon, refiding on the planta-
tion or fetdement to which fuch flave or flaves fhalt
beloeng ; which time of abfence of fuch flave or flaves
fhall be declared on the cath of fuch proprictor, over-
feer, or other white perfon, as aforefaid, if the party taking
up fuch flave or flaves fhall require it: But it is the true
intent and meaning of this at, that every perfon or per-
fons who fhall apprehend any flave or flaves, that ufually
refide in, or are employed in, any of the towns of this
ifland, ar:d that at the timeare actually runaway or abfent
from their owner, employer, or manager’s fervice, ten
days, fhall be entitled to the reward of ten fhillings,
although the flave or flaves fhould not b: cight miles
diftant from their employer’s habitation : Provided never-
thelefs, "I'hat nothing in this act contained, (ball be con-
ftrued to extend to an allowance of the fuid fum of ten
thillings and mile-moncy, in addition to the fum allowed
to maroon negroes fur apprehending runaways : And pro-
vided alfo, That it is not hereby intended to deprive the
faid maroons of their legal and cftablithed reward of
forty fhiliings for each negro.

XXXIL. And be it further Enafted by the authority
aforefaid, That the perfon or perfons fo apprehending
fuch flave or flaves, fhall convey him, her, or them, to
their relpective owner, employer, or manager, or to the
workhoufe of fuch parifh, if any workhoufe is eftablithed
there 3 and in cafc of there being no workhoufe, to the
next gaol, in cafe the owncr, employer, or manager, of
fuch flave or flaves fhall refufe to pay the faid fum of
ten fhillings, and mile-money as aforefaid, or take the
oath as to the time of abfence; in which cafe, the gacl

ol
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or workhoufe-keeper is hereby required and ordered to.

receive fuch flave or flaves into his or their cuftedy, and
to pay the party dclivering fuch flave or {laves the faid
fum of ten fhillings, and mile-money as aforefuid, and no
more, for cach flave fo delivered, under the penalty of
five pounds : Provided neverthelefs, "I'hat if fuch flave or
flaves is or are brought to any gaol or workhoufe by any
white perfon, free negro, free mulatto, or Indian, no
gaoler or workhoufe-keeper fhall pay fuch fum before
fuch perfon fhall have taken an oath, (which oath fuch
gaoler or workhoufe-keeper is hereby required, under the
penalty of five pounds, to file in his office and produce,
whenever thereunto required by the owner or pofleflor of
fuch flave or flaves) that the flave or flaves {o apprehend-
ed was or were at the reputed diftance of eight iniles
from the houfe, plantation, or fettlement, to which fuch
flave or flaves do belong (except as before is excepied),
and that fuch flave or flaves had no ticket or other permit
in writing from his mafter, miftrefs, overfeer, employer,
or manager, at the time fuch flave or flaves was or were
apprehended, for him, her, or them, to pafs ummolefted,
and that the faid flave or flaves had been carried firft to
the owner, employer, or manager, of fuch flave or flaves
{provided fuch owner, employer, or manager, thall be in
the parifh in which fuch flave or flaves fhall be appre-
hended), and that the mafter, miftrels, overfeer, or
manager, had refufed to pay for the apprehending him,
her, or them, according to the intent and meaning of
this adt, X

XXXII. And be it further Enalted by the authority
-aforefaid, That no ticket fhall be granted to any flave or

flaves for any time exceeding one calendar month.
XXXIII. And be it further Enaéted by the authority
aforefaid, That on the twenty-eighth day of December
in every year (the time of giving inas aforcfaid), or with-
in thirty days after, the owner, overfcer, or manager of
every
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every plantation, pen, or fettlement, thall give in, on oath,
an account of all the births and deaths of the flaves of
fuch plantation, pen, or fettlement, for the preceding year,
under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered from
the owner of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement.
XXXIV. And bz it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That, if the not giving in upon oath fuch feveral
accounts fhall be owing to the negle& of the overfeer or
manager of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlernent, it
fhall and may be lawful for the owner, proprictor, or
pofleflor of fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement, to
ftop and detain the penalty he or fhe fhall fuffer by this
law, out of the wages of fuch overfeer or manager,
XXXV. And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That the dotor or furgeon of every plantation,
pen, or other fettlement, fhall, on the twenty-eighth day of
December, in cvery year (the time of giving in as afore-
faid) or within thirty days after, give in an account, on
oath, of the deaths of fuch flaves as have died in the pre-
eeding year, or during {uch timie as fuch doctor or furgeon
hath had the care of the flaves on fuch plantation, pen, or
other fettlement, with the caufe of fuch deaths, to the beft
of his knowledge, judgment, and belicf, under the penalty
of onc hundred pounds for cvery neglect: And in cafe it
thall appear, to the fatisfaltion of the juftices and veftry,
from the return of the owner, overfeer, or manager afore~
fzid, that there has been a natural encreafe in the number
of flaves on any fuch plantation, pen, or other fettlement;
the overfeer fhall be entitled to receive from the owner
or proprictor of fuch plantation, pen, or other {ettlement;
the fum of threc pounds for every flave born on firch
plantation, pen, or other fettlement, in the time aforefaid,
and which fhall be then living, after dedu&ing the de-
creafe ; and the owner or proprictor of fuch plantation,
pen, or other fettlement, fhall have a dedu@ion from the
firft of his or her publick taxes that fhall become due, of
the
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the fum fo paid to the overfeer, on producing a certificate
of the juftices and veftry of fuch encreafe, and a receipt
of the overfeer for the fum fo paid.

XXXVI, And, in order that further cncouragement
may be given to the encreafe and protetion of negro
infants, Be it further Enatted by the authority aforefaid,
That every female flave, who fhall have fix children liv-
ing, fhall be exempted from hard labour in the ficld or
otherwife, and the owner or pofleflor of every fuch female
flave fhall be exempted from all manner of taxes for fuch
female flave, any thing in the a& commonly called the
poll-tax law, or any other of the tax laws of this ifland
pafled, or annually to be paffed, to the contrary notwith-
ftanding ; and a deduétion fhall be made for all fuch fes
male flaves from the taxes of fuch owner or pofleflor, by
certificate of the juftices and veftry, at the fame time, and
in manner as directed in the cafe of an annual encreafe of

the number of flaves as aforcfaid ; Provided neverthelefs, .

‘That proof be given, on oath, to the fatisfaction of the faid
juftices and veftry, not only that tic requifite number of
children, together with the mother, are living; but alfo
that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or
other hard labour, and is provided with the means of an
cafy and comforrable maintenance.

XXXVIl. And whercas the more effe&tually to con-
ccal runaway flaves, or prevent their being apprehended,
tickets are given by Indians, free negroes, or free mulat-
toes, Be it therefore Enalted by the authority aforefaid,
That 2ny Indian, free negro, or mulatto, granting or giv-
ing fuch ticket, with fuch intent, fhall be deemcd gailty of
forgery, and fhall be liable to be tried for the faid offence
before the fupremce court of judicature, or in cither of the
courts of aflize in this ifland where the offence fhall be
committed; and, on conviétion, fhall fuffer the lofs of
freedom, tranfportation, or fuch other punifhment as the
court, in their difcretion, thall think proper to inflict.

XXXVIIL. And,
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XXXVIIL. And be it further Ena&ed by the authos
rity aforefaid, That if fuch ticket (hall be granted or
given by any white perfon, with fuch intent as aforefaid, to
any flave or flaves, before or after hts or their abfenting
tbemflves from their owner, employcr, overfeer, or ma-
nager, {uch white perfon fhall be deemed guilty of forgery,
and fhall be liable to be tried foff the fame before the fu-
preme court of judicature, or either of the affize courts of
this rfland, where the offence fhall be committed ; and, on
convidion, fhall fuffer fuch punifhment as the court, in
their difcretion, fhallthink proper to inflick.

XXXiX. And, to the end that the owners and pro=
prictors of runaway flaves may have a duc knowledge
where fuch flaves are confined, after their being appre-
hended and fent to any workhoufe or, gaol in this ifland,
in order that fuch owners and proprictors may apply for
fuch flaves ; Be it further Enafted by the authority afore~
faid, That; from and after the palling of this act, all and
every the keepers of the workhoufes, or gacl-keepers, in
any of the parlfhcb of this ifland, thall, and they a¥e hereby
obliged, once in cvery week, to advertife in the Gazette
of Saint Jugo de Ia Vega, the [Loyal Gazette of Kingf-
ton, and the Cornwall Chronicle, the heighth, names,
marks, and fex, and alfo the*countiy, where the fame can
be afcertained, of cach and every runaway flave then in
their cuftedy, together with the time of their being fent
into cuftody, and the name or names of tie owner or
owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath, under the
penaity of ten pounds for every {lave fo neglected by him
to be advertifed 3 and, for the expence of fuch advertife-
ment, they the faid workhoufe-kecpers or gaol-keepers
fhall and may, and they are hercby authorized to charge

the owner or proprictor of fuch runaway flaves fo adver-’

tifed, at and after the rate of one fhilling and three-pence
per month for cach paper, and no more ; and that ic thalt
and may be lawful for the keeper of the workhoufe or

gaal=-
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gaol-keeper to detain and keep in his or their cuftody
fuch runaway flave or flaves fo brought unto him or them,
until the owner or owners thercof, or fome perfon on
théir behalfy, properly authorized, fhall pay unto him or
them what he or they{o paid to the perfon or perfons who
apprehended and brought fuch flave or flaves into cuftody,
with two fhillings and fix-pence in the pound for laying
out his or their money, the coft of adveriifing, after "the
rate above mentioned, and fix-pence for every twenty-four
hours fuch flave or flaves fhall have been in cuftody, for
maintenance, and two-pence per day for medical care and
extraordinary nourithment where necefliry, and alio the
charges of advertifing above directed, and no other fees
vrmvée\ er ; and that the gdulnr,_‘ workhoufe-keeper, or fu-
pervifor, and no other perfon, thall atteft, upon oath, that
the charges in the account for mile- -money, and the reward
for dppnmn'!mfr fuch flave, were actually paid to .the
perfon who brouzht fuch runaway, and that the whole of
the charges in the faid account are {tritly conformable to
this law, '

XL. And be it further Enated by the authority afore-
faid, T'hat the keeper.of every workhoufe or gaol in this
ifland xh. , under the penalty of ten pounds for every
neglact, provide and give to every flave confined in fuch
workhoufe o gaol, a fuilicient quanuty of good and
wholefome provifions daily; that is to fay, not lefs than
one quart of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or three
pints cf the flour or meal of either, or three pints of wheat
four, or eight full-grown plantding, or eight pounds of
€OCOas Or yams, and alfo one herring or fhad, or other
falted prov;ﬁons equal thereto. 7

XLi. Andbe it further Enacted by the authority afore-
faid, That no gaol-keeper in this ifland, or any perfon
adting under him as clerk or deputy, fhall, on any pre-
tence whatfoever, work or employ any flave or flaves fent
to his guftody, upon any plantatién, pen, or fettlement,
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belonging to or in the pofleffion of any fuch gaol-keeper,
‘nor hire or lend fuch flave or flaves out to work for any
other perfon or perfons, during fuch time fuch’ flave or
flsves fhall be in bis cuitady, but that all fuch flaves fhall
be and remain in the common geol of the county or pa=
rithy in order to be infpected by any perfon or perfons de-
firing the fame; and in cafe any gaol-keeper fhall offend
herein, he fhall, for every offence, forfeit the fum of fifty
pounds.

XLII. Ard be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That all ilaves who fhall have been in this ifland
for the fpace of two years, and fhall runaway, and continue
abfent for a torninot exceading fix months, fhall be liable
to be tried by two juftices; and, upen conviclion thereof,
fuch flave or flaves fhall fufter fuch punifhment as the
faid juflices fhall rh’*l?’; proper to inflict,

XLUL And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That if any ﬂa ve fhall run away from his owner
or lawful pofieilor, und be abfent for more than fix months,
fuch flave, beiny <uly convicted thercof, thall be fentenced
to be confincd to hard labour for fuch time as the court
thall determine, or be tranfported for life, according to the
magnitude of the offence.

XLIV. And, in order to prevent the many mifchicfs
that "z ay hnw cr arife from the wicked art of negrocs
going uuder the appellation of Obeah men and women,
pretending to have communication with the devil and other
evil fpirits, whereby the weak and fuperftitious are de-
luded into a belief of their having full power to exempt
d’*em, whilft under their pro:céuon, from any cvils that
mwht Jotherwife happen ; Be it therefore Enacted by the
authcmy aforefaid, "I’hat, from and after the paﬂin& of this
act, any flave who fhail pretend to any fupernatural power,

in order to promote the purpofes:of rebellion, fhall, upon

conviGtion thereof, fuffer death, tran{portation, or fuch

other punithment as the court fhall think proper to dire&;

any
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any t}ﬁdg in this, or any other al, to the contrary 1n any-+

wife notwithftanding.

XLV And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, ‘That if any negro or other flave fhall mix or
prepare, with an intent to give, or caufe to be given, any
poifon or poifonous drug, or thall actually give, or caufe

1o be givz:ﬁ, any fuch poifon or poifonous drug, in the
practice of Obeah or otherwife, although death may nét
enfue upon the taking thereof, the faid flave or flaves, to-
gether with their acceflaries, as well before us after the
falt (being flaves) being duly convifted thereof, fhall
fuffer death, or tranfportation for life, as the court {hall
determine; any thing in this, or any other adt, to the con-
trary notwithitanding. :

XLVI. Auad whercas great number of horned cattle,
flicep, goats, horits, raares, mules, and afles, are frequently
flolen and killed by negro and other flaves, in fo fecret and
private a manner ‘that it is with the greateft-difficulty they
can be found out and difcovered, in fuch manner as to-
convict them of fuch offence, although large quantity of
bieef, mutton, and the flefh of other valuable animals, are
found upun him, her, or them y in order, therefore, to pre-
vent fuch evils in future, and to puntfh the perpetrators of
fuch a&s, agreeably to their crimes, Be it further Enalted
by the authority aforefaid, T'hatif aiynegro or other flave
fhall fraudulently have in his, her, or their cuftody or pol-
fe{Ron, unknown to his or her mafter, owner, overfeer, or
other perfon, who fhall have the overlooking or employ-
ing of fuch flave, any frefh beef veal, mutton, or goatuor
the fleth of horfe, mare, mule, or afs, in any quantity ex-
ceeding five and not exceeding twenty pounds weight, fuch
ncgro or other {lave, upon .due conyition thereof before
any two magiftrates, fhall be whipped in fuch manner as
fuch magiftrates, fhall diredt, not %aeding thirty-nine
lathes ; and if there fhall be found in bis, her, or their cuf-
tody or pofleflion, a Jarger or greater quantity than twenty

k P2 pounts
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B.0' 0 ®r Ppounds weight ‘of freth beef, veal, mutton, or goat, or the

1v.

Slaves fteals
ing horned
cattle how
punifhed.

5_!&1@ guilty

of crimes

how tried. -

ﬂeﬂl o&hnrﬂ mare, mule, or af§, and fuch flave fhall not
give a fatisfa@ory account how he or fhe becarie poﬂeﬂ'ed
of fuch meat, that then fuch negro. or other flave, upon
coavi&tion thereof, thail fuffer fuch punithment as the faid
two juflices fhall think proper to direét, not extending to
life, or imprifonment for life. I

XLV1L And be it further Enaced by the authority
aforefaid, That if any negro or other flave fhall, after the

~ pafling of this ad, fleal any fuch horned cattle, fheep, goat,

horfe, mare, mule, or afs, or fhall kill any fuch horned cat-
tle, fheep, goat, horfe, mare, mule, or afs, with intent to

fteal the whole carcafs of any fuch horned cattle, fheep,

gaat, horfe,” mare, mule, or afs, or any part of the flefh
thercof, fuch negro or other flave thall, on conviction
thereof, fuffer death, or fuch other punithment as the court
fhall think. proper to inflict.

XLVIIIL.  And whereas it is neceffary to declare how,
and in what manner, flaves thall be tried for the feveral
crimes  which they may hersafter commit, Be it Enaled
by the authority aforefaid, "That from and after the paffing
of this alt, upon complaint made to any juftice of the
peace of any fclony, burglary, robbery, burning of houfes,
cane-pieces, rebellious confpiracies, compafing or ima-
gining the death of any white perfon or perfons, or any
other offence whatfocver committed by any flave or flaves,
that fhall fubje&t fuch flave or flaves to fuffer death or
tranfportation, fuch juftice thall iffue out his warrant for
apprehending fuch offender or offenders, and for all per-
fons to be brought before him, or any other juftice of the
peace, lh‘zt cap give evidence; and the evidence of flaves
againft’ one ‘another, in this and all other cafes, fhall be
received ; and if, upon examination, it appears probable
that the flave or flaves apprehended is or are guilty, the
juftice before whom fuch examination fhall be had and

taken, fhall commit him, her, or them, to -prifon, and bind
over
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over the witnefles to appear at a certain day, not lefs than

held, and, where there are no ‘quarter feflions held, at the
place where the parochial bufinefs is ufually tranfacted, and
1hall certify to two other Juﬁx\cs of the peacc.the caufe
of fuch commitnient, and require them, by virtue of this
2, to aflociate themfelves to him, which faid juftices are
hereby feverally required to do, under the penalty of twenty
pounds for every negleét or refufal 5 and the fuid juftices,
fo affociated, fhall iflue out their warrant to fummon
twelve perfons, {uch as are ufually warned and impanelled
to ferve on juries (the mafter, owner, or proprietor of the
flave or flaves fo complained of, or the attorncy, guardian,
truftee, overfeer, or book-keeper of fuch m::{'.u, owner,
or proprictor, or the perfon profecuting, his or her attor-
ney, guardian, trultee, overfeery or book-keeper, always

excepted) perfonally to be and appear before the faid juf~
tices, at the day and place aforefaid, to be exprefied in.

fuch warrant, and between the hours of eight and twelve
in the forenoon, when and where the faid perfons fo warn-
ed are hereby feverally required to attend, under the pe-
ralty of five puupd, ; and when and where the faid juftices
fhall caufe the fuid flave or flaves fo complained of to be
brought before them, and thereupon nine of the faid per-
fons fo fummoned as aforcfaid, thall compofe a jury to try
‘the faid flave or flaves, and fhall by the faid juftices (the
charg® or accufation being firlt re?.d) be fworn to try the
matigr before them, and to give a truc verdict according
to evidence ; and fuch charge or accufation thall be desn-
ed valid, if fuflicient in fubftance; and if the faid jurors
fhall, upon hearing the evidence, ananimoudly find the faid
flave or flaves guilty of the offence whercwith he, the, or
thw ftand. charged, the faid juftices fhall give fentence

of death, without benefit of clergy, or tlanfportanon, or

confinement to hard labour for any limited time not ex-

P3 ceding
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ding two yearsy according to the nature of the offence,
dfhall caufe fuch fentence to be carried into execution,

aﬂd'lt fuch time and place as they fhall think proper, wo-
‘men with child only excepted, whofe exccution fhall be

réfpited until a reafonable time after delivery: Provided
always- neyerthelefs, ‘That at every court of quarter fef-
fions held in each and every parifh or précin within this
iflaa .d,;the)uﬂmgs there aflembled fhall and may, afier the
ufual bufinefs of the faid court fhall be done, form them-
fclves into a court, for the purpolc of enquiring into, hear-
gyand determining all manner of oftences for which any

ﬂ:wc: or flaves are liuble to be punifizd with death, or
tran{poriation, or confinement to hard labour, as aforefiid, -
and fhall open the faid court by proclamation, declaring
the fame to be a flave-court for fuch purpofe, and fhall
thexcupen, on thé like charge in writing, and in like
manner, inall other rc(pg&s, as the thiee jullices afio-

fared and mc: as hercin before mtmu\x.ci are, by this
a(‘} “direcled to M‘OC(.LJ in the wial of flaves for fuch of-
fences, procced to tryy and dediver the gaol er workhoute
within thé fid parith or precinct, of all and every 1}'"/"
and flaves who fhall or ma 1y then be in the callody of e
marfhal or keeper of the .v’ukh() ufe, within cach and every
parith or precinét as sforefaid, and fhall formwith cauis a
jury, confifting of nine jur rs, to be called @nd. taken
from the pannel reiurned to the faid court of quarter fcf-
lions, and fhall caufe them to be feverally fworn, as they
(hall appear, to try all and « ey ry fuch flave and ﬂd‘e\ as
thall be brought before them, charged with any fuch of
Fr..vccs as aforefaid, and a true Vf.u.xél' give according to
.vulc,nce, ‘as’in other cafes, :

- XLIX. Aud be it further Enaded by the authority

er afer»i’axd That all and (.vcry ‘the jurors who, fhall be re-

‘dtoA ferve as jurors at the quarter-feflions, to be
Vas aforefaid, are hereby rcqmrcd under the penalty
o unds, to be and appear at the faid ‘flave-court,’

fo
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fo to be formed and "holden as aforéfaid, and to ferve ag
jurors thereon as they fhall refpeétively be called @ Pro-
vided alfo, that nothing in this act contained fhall hinder
or prevent the faid juftices, upon any fuch trial, where any
Mtave or flaves fhall be condemned to die, frem refpiting
the exccution of fuch fentence for any term not exceeding
“thirty days, or until-the pleafure of the commander in chicf
fhall be known, in cafe proper caufe fhall appear to them
for fo doing 5 and that if the jury upon any fuch trial fhall
apply to the faid juftices to fufpend the execution of any
fentence until the pleafure of the commander in chief is
known, the fa*dylfhccs thall be obliged to fufpend the
fame for thirty days, except in cafes of uial of any flave or
flaves convidted -of altual rebellion; in all which cafes
the faid juftices fhall, if they think it expedient, order the
fentence pafled on fuch flave or flaves to be carried into
immediate execution.

I.. And be it further EnaGed by the authority afore-
faid, That not lefs than three juitices fhall conftitute a
court for the trial of any flave or flaves for any crime or
offence that fhall fubjedt fuch Nave or flaves to fuffer
death, tranfportation, or confinement to hard labolir as
aforefaid 5 and that, upon all fuch trials, no peremptory
challenges of any of the faid jurors, or ‘2ny exéeption to
the form. of the indictinent, fhall be allowed.

LFéAnd be it further Enacted by thz authority afore-
fnid_,i'”f‘h t in all cafes where the punithment of death is
infli&ed, the exacution fhali be performed in a publick
part of the parifh and with due folemnitys and care fhall
be taken by the gnoler or deputy-marfhaly that the cri<
‘minal is free from intoxication at the ti: me of his tsial, and
fmm thence to and at the timé of his execution, under the
penalty of five pounds; and the mode of fuch exécution.
“fhall be hamrmg by the neck, and no other; 3 and tbe
body thall be afterwards*difpofed of in fuch manner as
- the court fhall direét: And provided alib, that” where
Py feveral
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feveral: flaves fhall be capitally ¢onvicted for the fame

offence. one only fhall fuffer death, except in cafes of

mned " miurder or rebellion.

5’*"“ giv - L1I. And be it further Enadted by the authority afore

ang falfe

evidence faid, That in cafe any flave or fluves fhall wzl‘ully, and

::?f::gu.  with evil intent, give falfe evidence in any trial had under
this ad, fuch ﬂavb or {laves being thereof convicted, thail
(ufter the «fame punifhment as the perfon or p«x(fms on
whofz trial fuch falfe évidence whs given woull; if con-
victed, have been liable to futfer.

Huow fees of  LIIL And be it further Enaéted by the zuthority afore-

cﬂﬁ:f;j‘;; fzid, That, where any flave or flaves thall be dxl”hur-gcd

prociamna~ by proclamatlon, the deputy marfhal or wébkl houfe-keepe

::;’;_arc fhall be entidled to receive all fuch fees as thall be du... to
him or them for fuch flave or flaves at the time of fuch
difcharge, from the publick, upon application and due
preof made, in the moft folemn manner, to the aflembly,
or any committee thereof, and that fuch fluve or flaves,
durmg the time they were in the cuftady of fuch deputy
marfhal or workhoule-keeper, was and were found and
provided with proper and fufficient provifions equal to
what is allowed by this law,

Clerk of the LIV. And be it further Fnaled 1 by the authority

fmj‘jf:cm’ aforefaidy, That a record fhall be entered up of all pro-

trials; ceedings on. the trials of flaves, for any crime that fhail
fubject any flave or flaves to fuffer death, wanfportation,
or.confinement to hard labour for the term of twi "‘)':ears,
in a book kept for that purpofe by the cierk of th 2 peace,
or his lawful deputy, of the precinct; who is hereby
obliged to attend all fuch trials, and to record the pro-
cecdmtrs w&tmn thirty days after fuch trial, under the pe-
nalty Of twenty pounds for .each neglect 5 and he fhall be

gatitled to receive from the churchwardens of fuch parifix

"Qf two pounds fifteen fhillings, and no more, for

ng- cach trial, entering. up the record, and any

othc;r “bufinefs incidental thcrcto And further, that the

deput)«.
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deputy-marﬂml for the faid parifh, or fome propet. perfon

aéting under him, fhall alfo. be obhged toattend fuch trial,.

under the fame penalty of twenty pounds for. eachnegledt;
and that he fhali be entitled to receive from the churchf
wardens of fuch parifh forty fhillings, for atiending at the
trial and execution of {uch offender as fhall be gond mned
to die, and no more.

LV. Andbeit further Enalted by the authority afore-
faid, That in all trials of any flave or flaves under this adl,
fufficicnt notice of fuch trial fhall be firft given to the
owner, proprietor, or poffeffor of fuch flave or flaves, his,
her, or their lawful atfbrney or attornies, or other re-
prefentative or reprefentatives ; any faw, cuftom, or uﬁwf*
to the contrary notwithilanding.

LVI. And be it fusther Enacted by the authority afore~
faid, T'hat in ail cafes where any flave or flaves fhall Be

fuch flave or flaves, thall alfo enquire what fum or fums
of money fuch owner, proprietor, or employer of the faid
flave or {laves ought to receive for fuch ilave or flaves,
and certify the fame, {o that fuch fum or fums of money
do not excecd the fumn of fixty pounds for cach {lave fen-
tenced as aforefaid. '

LVil. And be it further Enafled by the authority
aforefaid;” That in all cafes where any flave or flaves fhall
be hxdu’b it to trial, and fhall be valued aceording to the

direStion of this adt, fuch flave or flaves fhall be pmd for

by the recciver-general of this ifland, out of any. mionics.in
his hands unappropriated 3 and the monéy arifing from.the
actual fole of fuch flave or flaves as fhall be o tmnﬁmrtcd
by thc-'dcpuLy—marih.xl {hall be accounted for; on oath; to
the churchwardens of the parifh-where the offence: Ih‘,u!
be tried; to be by them paid over. to thé rea.cwumgczmmi;

for the ufe of the publick.
LVIH. And be it further EnaGed by the authority:
Aforcfaid,

21y

APPEN:
" DIX.

Five days
natiée of
tria! to be
given.

Slaves exes
cuted, or

" tranfported,
put upon his, her, or their trial, and fhall receive fentence
of death or traniportation, the court, at the time of trying

to be valued.

Such valiae
tion to be !
paid by re-
ceiver.ges
neral.

Slaves e
tu rx.m"f
from txax.i_’-



HISTORY OF THE

P "f’orefax”?}, That if any negto or other flave, who fhall be
ranfported from- this lﬂand, urider ‘the- diré&ion of this
v a8, thall wilfully return’ from tranfportation, fuch negro
or other flave fhall, upon conviGion, fuffer death without
beueﬁt of clergy.
L1X. -And whereas there are many inferior crimes and
'. mxfdemeanours committed by ﬂach, which ought to be
punithed in a fummary ‘manner, by order of the magif-
trates ; Be it therefore Enaed by the authority aforefaid,
‘Fhat, from and after the paffing of this a&t, it fhall and
‘may be lawful for any two juftices of the peace to hear
and determine, in a fummary manner, all fuch crimes and
'mlfdemeanourﬁ, giving fuficient notice to the owner or
proprietor of fuch flave or flaves, or bis or her attomey or
atternies, or the perfon having the care of fuch flave o
iﬁxves, of the time-and place of trial, and to order and
dire& fuch punifhment to be infliCted on them as fuch
juttices, in -their judzment, fhall think fit, not c ceeding
fifty lafhes or fix months confinement to bard Jabour; the
‘expences of which trial fhall not exceed ten ﬂnﬁmus to
the conftable, and fhall be paid by the mafter, owner, or
smployer of fuch flave or flaves; and in cafe fuch mafter,
owner, or employer of fuch flave or flaves fhall refufz or
pegledt’ to pay fuch expences, it fhall 2nd may be lawiul
for the faid juftices, or either of them, to iflue. hxs or their
warrant, under his or their’ hand and feal, dircSted to any
conftable, for*}evvmg the fame on the goods and chattéls
of fuch mafter;” owner, or employer, and to feik the fame
at pubhcl\., autery, for the purpofe of paying fuch expences,
together with the 'csxal ‘ges attending the granting and exe-
fuch warrant and fale of ¢ g_,f;odc and” chatms, fe-
hg the overplus, if any, to the owner thercof.
provasts o DX Aad” whereas great advantages. have arifen to the
Tunity from ‘the "eftablithment of waorkhoufes in the
¢ parifhes ia this ifland, fo¥-the reception of run-
-,anci other flavesi And whereas there now are many
3 fuch
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fuch flaves in the pofieffion of tbe provoi’c-marihal, or his
lawful deputu s, who might be employed in the work-
hotfes in this ifland to zreat advantage ; Be it therefore
Enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That, from and after
the paffing of this a&, it fhall and may be lawful for the:
governors and wuardmns of the refpeltive workhoufe es.in
this 1ﬂ4nd, if to them- it thall fecm meet, to demand and
receive from the provo{’t marfhal, or his lawful deputxes,
all or any of the runaway negroes or other flaves in his or
their pofleffion, or that may hereafter come into his or
their cuftody or poflefiiony upon the faid governors and
guardians paying unto the proveft-marfhal, or his Jawful
deputics, the full amount of the fees and other contingent
charges attending the faid runaway flaves during the tiinz
of their being commiticd to gaol, agreeably to this or any
former act; aqd the provof -marﬁlal and his lawful de~
puties fhall comply with fuch requifitions under the
penalty of fifty pounds,

LXI. And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That no runawzy flave fhall, on any account,
be committed togaol by uny magiftrate of a’ parith
where there is any workhoufe eftablithed, but to Ruch
workheufe only.

LXI. And whereas the permitting and fuffering
negro and oiher flaves. to ke cep horfes, mares; mules, or

seldings, is attended with gvﬁ;ﬁy and great mifchiefs to the

ifland in gcmral s In order, therefors, to remedy the famey

Be it further Enafted by the wuthority aforefaid, T hat,

from and after the paﬁ'mg of this act, the malter, owner,

proprictor, attorney, guardiam, ex*~cu.t<~r, s.dmimftra or; oF
other perfon, in pofieflion of any plantation or_pen’in’ thrs
ifland, ‘having on any fuch plantatian er. perany “horfe,
mare, mule, or gelding, the reputed. property of any flave
or flaves,. knowing the fame to be fuch; fadl canfe them
to be taken up, and ihall ‘produce: them at the mofk
) publxck place in the parifh where taken up, at fuch' time
as
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-%" as. the juftices and veftry. thall, by advertifement in the
- publick . newfpapers, appomt: for that purpofe, and that
fach horfes, mares,; mules, :md geldmgs, be then and therc
fold and difpofed of at publick outcry : and if any mafter,
owners proprietor, attorncy, guardian, executor, admi-
niftratory or other perfon as aforefuid, fhall negleét or re-
fufe fo domg, each and every of -them- fhall, for every
negle@ or refufal, refpe&ively, forfeit the fum of thirty
pounds, to be recovered in a fummary manner bafore any

two juftices of the peace for the parifh or precin® where
fuch neglect or refufa] fhall happen, by the oath of one or
more crcdlble witnefs or witnefles; which penalty fhall

be to the ufe of the perfon informing,

Penalty for  LXIIL. And be it further Enaed by the 'xuthonty
prrmi98  aforcfaid, That from and after the pafiing of this alt, no
keep horfes. - mafter, owner, proprictor, attorney, guardian, executor,
adminiftrator, or ether perfon, in poflefion of any planta-

tion, pen, or fettlement, fhall knowingly permit or fuffee
any flave or flaves to keep on fuch plantation, pen, or fet-
tlement, any horfe, mare, mule, or gelding 5 and, in cafe of
fo doi'ng,' fhall, for every offence, forfeit the fum of thirty

_-pounds, to be recovered in manner aforcfaid,

sbe LXIV. And be it further Enacted by the authority
at aforefald, ‘That every mafter, owner, proprictor, attorney,
_‘aua.rdmn, e\:ecutor, admxmﬁ’.xtor, ©or other parlon, at the
" refpective -times of their @¥ng in an account ‘of their
flaves and ftock to the _;uﬁu:es and veftry, fhall aHo make
oath, that nonc of the faid horfes, marts, mules§ or zeld-
ings, for giv a n, do belong to any. negto or other. flave;
and: that fuch perfon, fo giving in, or his, her, or their em-
ployer_ or employers, hath not, nor have, in-his, her, or
i 3 poﬁ‘eﬁ‘ ian, to his, her, or’their ‘knowledge or behd,
h fe,,mare, mule, or gelding, belpngmw toy Or Te-
to'b }pm- to, any ﬂave ot ﬂaves 3 and in caﬁ: any

perfon fo negle&mg or refuﬁng ﬂml!, for every oﬂ‘ence,’
forfeit
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forfdf€ the fum of thirty pounds, to be recovered in the
fame fummary manner, and- to be difpofed of as herein-
before mentioned.

LXV. And be it further Enalted by the authority
aforefaid, T'hat, from and after the paffing of this act, no
negro or other flave in this ifland fhall purchafe or buy
any horfe, mare; mule, or trcldmg, under the penalty of
forfeiting fuch horfe, mare, mule, or gcldmg, and to ‘be
difpofed of as huembefore mentioned : And if any perfon

whatfoever fhall fell or give any horfe, mare, mule, or gcld~'

ing, to any negro or OthCI flave, or to any perfon in truft

fm: fuch negro or other ﬂave, every fuch perfon fhall, for
every fuch horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, fo fold or given,.

forfeit the fum of thirty pounds; and every perfon who
fhall purchafe, or be concerned in the purchafe of, any
horfe, mare, mule, or gelding, in truft for any negro or
other flave, fhall forfeit the fum of thirty pounds; which
faid penalties fhall be recovered in the fame fummary man-
ner, and difpofed of as hereinhefore mentioned; any law,
cuftom, or ufage to the contrary in anywife notwithftand-
ing. v ,

DLXVI. And be it further Ena&ed by the authority
aforefaid, That, in futurey whenever a warrant fhall be
granted by one or more of his Majefty’s juftices of the
peace againft any flavey if the faid flave cannot be imme-
diatcly takenifin the {aid warrant, the owner, poffeflor,
attorney, gxiarcfxan, or overfeer, of fuch ﬂave, fhall be ferved
with a- copy of “the faid warrant’ “and if k&, fhe, or they,

do not carry the faid flave, before a lmmﬁrate, to be dealt

‘with accordmg to law on the: fald warrant ; -and if it fhall
be aftérwards proved that the owner, poﬁéﬁ’or, attorney,
guar‘han, or overfeer, ofgl uch flave, w:lfully détained or
concealed faid flave, he, the, or they, thall forfeit the fum

of one hundred pounds,
LXVII. And wheréas feveral flaves have lately found
means to defert from their owners, and depart from this
ifland,
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-iftand, to:the great damage of#fiuch owners, in evil -

ple'to other flaves, who may thercby be induced to attempt

* or confpire to do the faine: And whereas there is reafon

to fufpect that fuch flaves have been aided and affifted in’
fuch efcape aad departule by other perfons, and there is
not any adequate punithment pmwdul by law for fuch de-
fertion and dcparture, or attempting or conlpiring to de-
fert and dcpart this iiland; or for perfons aiding, aflifting,
or abettmo, fuch deferters : For remedy whareof Beit
further Ena&ed by the authority aforefaid, That, from and
after the paffing of this ad, if any flave {hall run away from

"hta, her, or their owner or owners, employer or employérs,

and go off, or confpire or attempt.to go off, this ifland in
any ﬂng, boat, canoz, or other veflel or craft whatfoever,

‘or be aiding, abetting, or aflifting, to any other flave or
flaves in fuch going off this ifland, heé, fhe, or they, (o

running and going off, or confpiring or attempting to go
off, or fo aiding, aflifting, or abetting, in fuch going off,

being thereof cunv:dccd thall fuffer death, or fuch punifh-

ment as the faid court thall think proper to direct.
“LXVII. ‘And be it further Enacted by'the authority

afcrefmd “T'hatif any Indian, frec negro, or mulatto, fhall,

from and aftér the paffing of this ad, Lnowmgly b.. aiding,
a{ﬁ{’sma, or. abgmng_,, any flave or flaves in going off (hn
1ﬂand, and fhall be ‘convited thercof, cither in the fu-
preme:Court. or in any Qf the affize courte this iland,
fuch- Indlan, free negre,. or mulatto, {hall be forthwith
tmn('ported oﬁ"thxs 19‘:1&_1 by the provo‘l -marihalweneral .

LXIX, And



WESIT INDIES:
X, And be it further Eniéted by the aumonty -

aforefaid, That'if 2 any white perfon or perfons fhall know-
mgly be mdm&, afiifting, or abeumg, any flave or flaves,
in going off this ifland, hey fhe, or they, bcmfr convicted

- whites for -
thereof by bill; pl amt, or information, in the fupreme court:

of 3udxca{uxe, or courts of affize, thall forfeit the fum of
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DIX. ‘:

l’emhy on’

aiding flaves

“to go off the
;xﬂ;md.
one hundred pom\ds for-each flave; one moiety whereof -

fhall be to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and’

{ucceflors, for and mw.uds the fupport of the government

of this ifland, and the contin gent charor-‘; thcreof and the

other moiety to the party or parties at whofe {uit or com-~.

plaint {uch perfon was convicted, and fhall alfo fuffer im-

prifonment, at the difcretion of the faid court, for any
fpace of time not cxceeding twelve months, without bail
or mainprize.

LXX. And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforefaid, That it fhall ‘and may be lawful to proceed
againdt the rr'rfon or perfons fo aiding, afifting, or abet-
ting,. fuch flave or flaves i going off this ifland, whether

the principal or principals be convi€ed or not; any thipg

in this, or any other &&, Taw, cultom; or: ufige ' to the
contrary notwi thitand .

ALfr{X.i.;_N,{\.nd whcrbm the overfeers (of effates in this
iland make a freguent practice. of. leaving the feveral ef.
tates under their cure and management,, on the refbc&wa
feafons  aliowed: for nngm hohda)s, whereby many dan-

© gerous meetings and pernicious pradtices: are carried on;
in orde er, therefore, to prevent ‘the like' for

it Enadu by the authiority afor =Lud T hat-

in this ifland fhall abfent bi ek fiate s 118

care. ;md management, on’ any of the- ‘partienlar-holidays

herein before mentioned. to be’ allowcd “to {laves, without
leave of hxs emplayer, every fuch overfecr fo° oﬁ'endmg,
s for every offence; forfeje: the fitm of five pourids, to
befpre any 3uﬁxce

-

be recovered by mf‘ormatmn, upon oath,
. of the peace, in a fuznmqry wayyin the_panﬂa where fic
offenca

t)_n. future, Be.

§ny overfccr.-'
i ‘holidays.

Perfons fo
offending o
be proceeded
agaiaft, -

Overfiers
not: to leaty
eitates om



“Penalty for

faffering
‘flaves to
elcape. - .

HISTQRY OF THE

e fhall- happen §* any-law, cuftom, or ulage:ito tne
' ,,norwnthﬂandmg.
LXXH -And ‘be it further Ena&ed by the authority

s aforefaid, That it fhall not be lawful for any juftice of the

peace, fitting on the- trial of any flave or flaves, or other-

:’;‘W:fe, to fentence or:order any {lave to be mutdatcd or
“maimed for any offence whatlosver. . -

LXXIII. And be it further Enacted, That if any ne-

' gra or other flave, who may be fentenced to be confined

in‘the workhoufe for the term of two yeats or a lefs time,

':}ﬂmll éfcape from fuch confinement before the expiration

of his fentence, fuch negro or other flave, being retaken,
fhall, on proof of his or her identity, bnfore two_]u{hce»
‘of the peace,be ad]udm.d by them to be fent back to con-
“finemerit, and “to receive a whipping, not exceeding fifty
lafhes.

CLXXIV. And be it further Enacted by the authoriry

~ ‘aforefaid; That if the prevoft-murfhal, or ‘any of his lawful
'dcpunec, or any lawful conftable, or workhoufe-keepery
“hall wﬂhnvrly «or negligently fuffer any flave or flaves to
".eﬁap::, who fhull be confinitted to his or their cuftody for

any. uﬂ"c.ﬂcc under this aé, fo that fuch {lave ot flaves fhall
be retaken within two years, fuch marfhal, conftable,

or worklwu(mkeeyer, who thali fuffer fuch efcapc, fhall
forfeit the'fum of. twmty pounds, without injury to the

qh't of "th& owner to fue for the value of the fame.
'LXXV And be it further hm&ed by the authority

<, mules, or '\ﬁes, in :my p'u't
uns, cudaﬂu, or other mfhu-

contmry to ihe true mtcm: and
theyy beuw thcreof conw&ed

vbef‘o two' Juﬁwcs, ﬂmﬁfuﬁ‘er fuch’ pumihmenu as they

Ahall think proper to infi&,
LXXVI, And



WEST INDIES
LXXVI " And bé it further: Enadted by ‘the -aathority

aforefaid, "That it fhall and may be lawful for the juftices

aforefaid, and they are hereby: fequired, to. do their feveral

if martial - law were not. fubﬁﬁmg 3 any law, ¢uftom, or
ufage, to thé contrary thereof notwithftanding.

LXXVIY And be it further Enacted by the authority
aforcfaid, That all jurors fervmo at flave courts, and every
perfon and perfons whofe prefence may be requifite, at
the examination of any flave or flaves, or upon the trial of
any flave or flaves, and who fhall be required to attend by
warrant under the hand and feal of any juflice of the peace,
and all and every flave and flaves who fhall be brought as
witneiles, fhall be prote@ed. in their perfons from all
mefne or judicial procefs whatfoever, in their going to,
attending at, and returning from, fuch examinations or
trial; a “nd that fuch flaves fhall not be fubjet to be levied
on. B o i
LXXVIIL And be ic further Enacted by the autho-
rity aforefaid, That all penalties in this a& mentioned, and
not already declared how they fhall be recovered and ap-
and thall, if not exceeding twenty pounds, be recovered
in a fummary manner bdore any two of his’ Majcﬁ) 5
juftices of the peace, by diftrefs and fale of the offender’s
goods and,chattels; and, if excecdm'r “twenty pounds, to
be rccovercd in the fuprcme court of judicature of this
ifland, or in either of the courts of affize, by aétion of debt,
bill, plaint, or information, whercin no! effoin, protec=
tion, wager of law, or non vylt ultcrms profequi, thall be
entered; oue moiety of which- penalries fhall be to the
parith where the offence is conmmitted, and the otlier moiety

to the informer, or him, her, or them ‘who fhall fuc for the
fame.
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