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Wic caft tpUh Truth affure Your Majcfty, that no Opportunity, no 
Circumftance, which may enable the AQembly of Jamaica to make fur* 
ther Provifions to fecure to every Pwfon in this Ifland the certain, im- 
mediate, and active Protection of the Law, in proportion to their Im- 
provement in Morality and Religion, lhall be negleded •, but we mud 
it the fame Time declare, that we are aduated by Motives of Huma^ 
luty only, and not with any View to the Termination of the Slave 
Trade- 

The Right of obtaining Labourers from Africa is fecured to Your 
Majedy’s faithful Subjeds in this Colony by feveral Britilh Ads of 
Parliament, and by feveral Proclamations of Your Majefty's Royal 
Ancedors. They, or their Predecedbrs, have emigrated, and fettled in 
Jamaica, under the mod folemn Promifes of this (abfolutely neceifary) 
AiTidance; and they can never give up, or do any Ad, that may render 
doubtful this edenti^ Right. 

We have the utmod Reliance on Your Majedy's paternal Goodnefs, 
that this Right (hall remain inviolate as long as they fhall remain faith- 
ful to Your Majedy, and true to the Allegiance they owe to the Impe- 
rial Crown of Great Britain. 

N“ 6. 

Copy of an ACT for laying a Duty on all Negro Slaves that 
ihall be imported into this liland [Jamaica] from the Coad of 
Africa, who fhall be above a certain Age; and for regulating the 
Manner of afeertaining fuch Age.—23d December 1797. 

JAMAICA, f. 
Ail Ad for laying a Duty on all Negro Slaves that lhall be 

imported into this Illand from the Coad of Africa, who 
fhall be above a certain Age; and for regulating the Man- 
ner of afeertaining fuch Age. 

WHEREAS many Inconveniencies have arifen, and may arlfe, and 
much Mifchief may be done to the Inhabitants of this liland, by 

the Importation of Old Negro Slaves from the Coad of Africa, for Sale 
in this Ifland ; it having been found by Experience that Old Negroes are in 
general the People who have hitherto promoted Rebellions and rebellious 
Confpiracics among the other Slaves; and it being very difficult to civi- 
lize and feafon New Negroes who are above a certain Age: Whereby the 
preventing, as far as may be, the Importation into the faid Illand of Slaves 

of 
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of that Defcription will be for the general Benefit and Advantage of In- 
habitants thereof: Therefore we Your Majefty's dutiful and loyal Sub- 
je£ls, the Affembly of this Your Majefty*s Ifland of Jamaica, humbly be. 
feech Your Majefty that it may be enafted j be it therefore enafted, by 
the Lieutenant Governor, Council and Aflerably of this Your Majefty’s 
faid Ifland, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the Authority of 
the fame. That, from and after the Thirty.firft Day of December which 
will be in the Year of our Lord One thoufand feven hundred and nine, 
ty-eight, there fliall be raifed, levied, and paid unto Your Majefty, Your 
Heirs and Succeflbrs, a Duty of Ten Pounds upon every Slave above 
the Age of Twenty-five Years, that (hall be improved or brought into 
any Harbours, Bays, Ports, Creeks, Roads, Havens, or quays, in or be. 
longing to this Ifland, or at or near Port Royal Quays, from the Coaft of 
Africa, whether dired or otherwife, and whether fuch Slaves fhall be for 
Sale or not, to be paid by the Mafters, Owners, or Importers of every 
fuch Slave ; and which faid Duty fhall be over and above and in Addi- 
tion to any other Duty or Duties made or to be made chargeable and 
payable on Slaves imported as aforefaid, by any Law or Laws of thig 
Ifland, and fhall be payable in the Manner direded by fuch Laws re. 
fpedively, for the Payment of other Duty or Duties on the Importation 
of Slaves* 

A Duty of 
Ten Pounds 
upon every 
Slave above 
Twenty-five 
Yearv of Agd 
that (hall be 
impbrtedi 

And, for the afeertaining the Ages of fuch Slaves, be it enaded 
by the Authority aforefaid. That on or before the faid Thirty.firft Day of 
December which will be in the Year of our Lord One thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-eight, the Cuftos Rotulorum or Senior Magiftrate, 
together with the Juftices of the Peace, or any Five of them, for the re- 
fpedive Parifhes and Precinds of Kingfton, Saint Catherine, Port Royal, 
Saint Thomas in the Eaft, Saint David, Saint Mary* Saint George, Port- 
land, Saint Ann, Trelawny, Saint James, Hanover, Weftmoreland, Saint 
Elizabeth, Vere, and Saint Dorothy, fhall, by Warrant under their Flandg l.,rpeflor» to 
and Seals, appoint Perfons of Integrity and Capacity to ad as Infpedors 
at the different Ports or Harbours or Landing Places in or belonging to 
their refpedive Parifhes or Precincts: And that the Number of Infpedors 
to be appointed in each refpedive Parifh or Precind fhall be as follows; 
For Kingfton Five, for Saint Catherine Three, for Port Royal Three,'for 
Saint Thomas in the Eaft Three, for Saint David Three, for Saint Mary 
Three, for Saint George Three, for Portland Three, for Saint Ann 
Three, for Trelawny Three, for Saint James Three, for Hanover Three, 
for V7eftmoreland Three, for Saint Elizabeth Three, for Vere Three, 
and for Saint Dorothy Three i which faid Infpedors fo appointed,-or afiy 
Two of them, fliall, within Twenty-four Hours after the Arrival of any 
Ship, Snow, Brig, Sloop, or other Veffel, having on board any Slaves 
from the Coaft of Africa, whether dired or otherwife, at any Port or 
Bay in or belonging to any Parifh wherein fuch Infpedors fhall be ap- 
pointed, repair on board fuch Ship, Snow, Brig, Sloop, or other Veffel, 
and infped and examine fuch Slaves, and make a due Return thereof, 

within 
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O >t1i to be 
t^kcn. 

<( 

Within Twenty-fours Hours after fuch Infpefllon, upon Oath, or if a 
Quaker upon Afiirmation, into the Office of the Receiver General, or 
to his lawful Deputy; which Oath or Affirmation fliall be as follows j 

Jamaica ff. Perfonally appeared before me A. B, and C.D. Infpeftors, 
appointed by virtue and under Authority of an Aft of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Council and Aflcmbly of this Ifland, intituled, “ An Aft for 
laying a Duty on all Negro Slaves that fhall be imported into this Ifland 
from the Coaft of Africa, who fhall be above a certain Age, and for 

“ regulating the Manner of afcertainingfuch Age,” and made Oath on the 
“ -Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, that they have infpcfled and exa- 
“ mined a Cargo of New Negro hlaWcs, now on board a certain Ship or 
“ Vefl'd called The whereof is Mailer or Commander, 
“ arrived from and that they were fhewn to them by the 

faid or by afling in his Behalf 
“ Negro or other Slaves; and thefe Deponents further fay, that according 
“ to the beft of their Judgement, Knowledge, and Belief of 
“ the faid Slaves are above the Age of Twenty-five Years; and they 
** further fay, that^they have not, nor hath either of them, nor hath any 
** Perfon for them, or either of them, direfHy or indireftly received any 
“ Fee or Reward for making this Return, or are promifed or will receive 
“ from any Perfon, or by any Means whatfoever, any Fee or Reward 
“ for making the fanre, except the Allowance, to which they are entitled 
“ under the faid Acl Which Oath fhall be duly adminiftered and attefled 
by any Magiftrate of the Parifh where fuch Infpcdlion fhall be made, 

upon inl>«c- And be it further enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid 

Returnl'thiy lnfpe£lors making fuch Return as above direfted, fhall have and receive 

o!ie°':hinfng Shilling and Three pence per Head for every Slave on 
■nd Three- board fuch Veffel they fhall fo infpeft ; which faid Sum of One Shilling 

H«d, nom and Three-pence per Head fhall be paid to the faid Infpeflors by the 

or'sei^r^^f ” Confignee or Seller of fuch Negro or other Slaves, and in cafe of Refufal 
fuch sUres. QF Non-payment thereof, any Jufticc of the Peace for the Farifh, fhall 

and is hereby empowered and required to enforce Payment thereof and 
of all Charges reafonably incident, by Warrant of Diftrefs and Sale, under 
his Hand and Seal, to be levied on the Goods and Chattels of the Perfon 
or Perfons refufing to pay or not paying as aforefaid. 

And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Mafter, Owner, or Confignee of any Ship, Sloop, or other Veflel, fhall 
refufe to produce the Cargo of Negro or other Slaves before fuch In- 

duce the (ar- fpeftoTs for Infpcflion, within the Time before limited, or fliall land, 

«f S aves for fell, or difpofe of any of the Slaves fo imported, before fuch Infpeftion 
inipecJion. reported accordingly, to the true Intent and Mean- 

ing of tVis A£t; every fuch Mafler, Owner, or Confignee fhall for 
every Offence refpeflively, forfeit the Sum of One thoufand Pounds, 

penalty on And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefaid. That if any 
Perfon or Perfons being appointed an Infpeftor or Infpeflors, and having 

eu ot (he la'ui accepted 

Penalties on 
Mafters and 
Ownt'i's of 
VelleU refu- 
ling to vr<^- 
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accepted of the fald Appointment under the Authority of this AS, (hall Api«:ntinM.t. 
neglcft or refufe to do his or their 0uty as therein required of him, 
every fuch Perfon fo offending ihall forfeit the Sum of Five hundred 
Pounds for each Offence, and be for ever hereafter rendered incapable of 
a£Hng as fuch Infpeclor. 

Provided always, and it is hereby eniQed, That if any Slaves im- Pro»ifo. 
ported, and for whom the aforefaid Duty fliall have been paid, (hall be 
actually exported off this Ifland within Two Months after fuch Impor- 
tation, for any other Ifland, Dominion, or Territory, there lhall be re- 
paid by the Receiver General to the Exporter or Exporters of fucli Slaves, 
at and after the Rate of Ten Pgunds per Head for each Slave reported 
above the Age of Twenty-five Years; provided that the faid Sum of 
Ten Pounds per Head on New Negroes to be exported, ftiall not be 
paid by the faid Receiver General until the Exporter or Exporters fliall 
have given to the Receiver General, or his lawful Deputy, fatisfaftory 
Proof, upon Oath, that the faid New Negro Slaves fo intended to be 
exported are bona fide Part of the Slaves on which the additional Duty 
of Ten Pounds, impofed by this Aft, hath been paid; and fliall, with 
good and fuflicient Security, enter into Bond, to be lodged in the Re- 
ceiver General’s Office, conditioned that he or they, nor any Perfon or 
Perfons for him or them, will not reland, or caufe to be relanded, in 
any Port, Bay, Haven, or Creek, in or belonging to this Ifland, any 
of the Slaves fo exported, without giving Notice of rclanding to the Re- 
ceiver General, or his lawful Deputy, within Forty-eight Hours after any 
fuch Slaves fliall have been relanded: And the Sum of Money which 
fliall be mentioned and expreflfed in the fiud Bond, fliall be for double 
the Amount of the Sum paid by the Receiver General to the Exporter 
or Exporters for the Whole of the Cargo of Slaves fo exported ; and 
in cafe of Non-complaifance with the Condition of the faid Bond, the 
fame fliall become forfeited to the Ufe and Benefit of the Perfon profe- 
cuting for the fame in the Supreme Court, or cither of the Courts of 
Affize in this Ifland. 

And be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That the Ages of Slaves A?e of siavei 
to be exported fliall be afeertain^d and reported on Oath, as in the Cafe 
of Imported Slaves above the Age of Twenty-five Years, by the afore- 
faid Infpeftors, or any Two of them; and for their Trouble therein, fuch 
Infpeflors fliall be entitled to have and demand a Fee, at and after the 
Rate of Two Shillings and Sixpence for each Slave infpeded and ex- 
amined. 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That if any irsUTnaWe 
Slaves fo exported, who are above the Age of Twenty-five Years, fliall 
at any Time fubfequent to fuch Exportation be brought into anv Har- 
i_r»T>Ti ^ brought again hour. Port, Bay, Haven, Creek, or Quay, in or belonging to this Ifland, irund, 
they fliall be fubjeft and liable to the Duty herein-before impofed on 
Slaves coming from the Coaft of Africa; and the Ship or Veflel in which 

G the 
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the fame (hall be fo returned, and the Mafter or Commander thereof, 
and all Perfons intereifed, (hall be liable to the fame KuJes and Regu- 
lations as is herein-before ena£ked and provided in refpedk to Ships or 
Vcflels bringing New Negro Slaves from the Coaft of Africa, or elfe- 
whcrc. 

M*tic R fcc ** enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That if the Owner, 
or veiTcis, ’ Mailer, Commander, or Supercargo of any Ship or Veffel, in which 

toconc«Uhe Negro Slaves fliall be imported into this Ifland, Ihall, within the 
Ageofbiavei, period of Fourteen Days immediately preceding the Arrival of fuch 

Ship or Vcflel, have ftaved or cut the Hair from the Head, or oiled the 
Body or Bodies, of any Slave or Slaves on board fuch Ship or Veffel, 
or made Ufe of any other Means or Artifice, in order to conceal or 
prevent the afeertaining the refpe£live Ages of fuch Slaves, he fliall for 
every Offence forfeit the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, on Proof being 
had before any Juftice of the Peace, by the Oath of One or more com- 
petent Witnefs or Witneffes. 

How Monies And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefaid. That the Mo- 

this'Aft, are ^^es to be raifed, levied, and collcftcd by virtue of this Aft, fliall be 
to be applied, jjy Receiver applied in Aid of the Monies to arife for or in refpeft 

of any Duty or Duties impofed, or to be impofed by any Law or Laws 
of this Ifiand, on the Importation of Slaves from the Coaft of Africa, 
or to and for fuch Purpofes as fhall be at any Time direfted by any Aft 
of the Legiflature of this Ifland. 

And be it enafted, That the faid Receiver General for the Time being 
Ihall, for doing his Duty herein, retain and keep, out of the Monies 
fo to be collcfted, at and after the Rate of Five Pounds per Cent, and 
no more. 

Receiver Gc- And be it enaftcd by the Authority aforefaid. That the Receiver 

'moDondl'*"^ General for the Time being (hall, before he officiates purfuant to this 
Aft, with good and fufficient Security, fuch as a Board of the Commif- 
fioners of Publick Accounts fliall approve, enter into Bond, in the Se- 
cretary's Office of this Ifland, to Our Sovereign Lord the King, His Heirs 
and Succeffors, in the Sum of Five thoufand Pounds Current Money of 
Jamaica, conditioned that he, his Heirs, Executors, or Adminiftrators, 
Ihall render and give, to any Affcmbly when fitting, or to the Commif- 
fioners appointed or to be appointed for ftating and fettling the Publick 
Accounts, a juft and true Account of all Monies by him received, in 
purfuance of this Aft, when thereunto required ; and that he, his Heirs, 
Executors, or Adminiftrators, ftiall pay over all fuch Sums of Money as 
he ftiall fo receive, to fuch Perfon or Perfons as Ihall be lawfully autho- 
rized to receive the fame. 

How Penaitiei And be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That all Penalties in 

aw/fn'd ap- mentioned, and not declared in what Manner they Ihall be re- 
plied. covered, Ihall be recovered in the Supreme Court of Judicature of this 

Ifland, 
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Ifland, by Aftlon of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, wherein no ElToin, 
Protedion, Wager of Law, Imparlance, or Injundion, (hall be granted 
or allowed, or Non vult ulterius profequi be entered; One Moiety 
whereof ftiall be to the Ufe of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, 
for and towards the Support of the Government of this Ifland and the 
Contingent Charges thereof, and the other Moiety tp the Informer, or 
him, her, or them, who fhall fue for the fame. 

And be it further enaded by the Authority aforefaid. That this Ad, Duration of 
and every Claufe, Matter, and Thing therein contained, fhall condnue* 
and be in Force from the Thirty-firft Day of December which will be 
in the Year of our Lord One thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight, 
until the Thirty-firfl; Day of December One thoufand eight hundred 
and one, and no longer. 

Faffed the 
AfTetnbly this 

i8th Day of Dec. 1797. 
Don. Campbell, Speaker. 

Vera Copie EIt^ 
G. Atltinfon, Seer. 

Claufe of an ACT paffed in the Ifland of Jamaica, intituled, 
“ An Aft for the better Eftablifliment of the Clergy of this 
** Ifland ; to oblige the Juftices and Veftries to build a Church 
“ and Parfonage Houfe, in their refpeftive Pariflies; and for 
“ eftablifliing a Fund or Provifion for the Support and Main- 
“ tenance of the Widows and Orphan Children of deceafed 

Clergymen/* 

" D as nothing can be more conducive to the Prefervation of the 
" Morals of the People, nor have a better Tendency to the general 
“ Eftablifliment of Virtue, than regular Inftruftion in the Principles and 
“ Doftrines of the Chiiftian Religion ; and as the Encouragements un- 
** der this Act will fully compenfate, were not the Difcharge of their 
« Functions a fufficient Inducement for the Rectors of the feveral Pa- 
“ rifhes to perform that Part of the Duty hereby intended to be required 
“ of them; be it therefore enacted by the Authority aforefaid. That it 
“ fhall be Part of the Duty of each Rector or Curate in this Ifland, to 
« appoint and appropriate a certain Portion of Time in each Sunday* 

“ either 

Faffed the Council 
this 20th Day of December 
M. Aiiinfon, AIT. Cl. Con 

I confent, this 
23d Day of December 1797, 

BALCARRES. ! 

No. 7. 
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