
136 COLONIAL LAWS -llELATING TO 

JAMAICA. free condition, on whose properties they shall respectively be employed and hired as 
' aforesaid. 

beKinmentionedT'' further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in all other cases, 
all duties, &c.and not particularly mentioned in this Act, all duties, obligations, and penalties, all sub- 

linX’ to^brcotT^*' forms of giving in, and of affidavits relating to white persons, 
S£eVcu)p5Sl'e to shall in like manner, be deemed and considered as applicable to 
f'uchperions. persons of free condition as aforesaid, of wiiicli the commissioners of public accounts,- 

the receiver general, all magistrates, clerks of vestries, and other persons, shall in like 
manner and under like penalties take due notice. 

'riiis .ift to be in 
force until 31st 
December i8i6. 

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That tliis Act shall con- 
tinue and be in force from the passing thereof until the thirty-first day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, and no longer. 

An A C T to repeal several Acts, and the Clause of an Act of this Island, 
respecting Persons of free Condition, and for granting to such Persons certain 
Privileges.—[4th December 1813.] 

Preamble- 

21 Geo. a, cap. 7. 

s Geo. 3, cap. 8. 

36 Geo. 3, c.ap. 23. 

aucl 2s Geo. 3, 
cap. 17,cl. I. rc- 
pc.aled. 

W H ERE AS it is expedient to admit all people of free condition born in this 
Island, or manumised pursuant to the laws thereof, being baptized and instructed 
in the Christian religion, to give evidence in all cases, civil and criminal; .and also 
to repeal the several acts, and the clause of an Act of this Island hereinafter men- 
tioned relating to such persons: May it please Your most Excellent Majesty, That it 
may be enacted ; BE it therefore enacted by the governor, council, and assembly 
of this Your Majesty’s Island of .Tamaica, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same. That from and immediately after the passing of this Act, a certain Act 
made and passed in the twenty-first year of the reign of Ins late Majesty King George 
the Second, chapter seven, intituled, “ An Act for making free Negroes, Indians, and 
Mulattocs, evidence in all eausc.s against one another, in all theCourts of this Island 
a certain other Act, made and passed in the second year of the reign of His pre- 
sent IMujesty, chapter eight, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the inconveniences aris- 
ing from exorbitant Grants and Devises made by white Persons to Negroes, and the 
Issue of Negroes, and to restrain and limit suchGrants and Devises a certain other 
Act, made and passed in the thirty-sixth year of the reign of His present Majesty, 
chapter twenty-three, intituled, “ An Act for granting certain Privileges to Persons 
of Colour, and Negroes, being of free Condition and Christians.” and the first clause 
of a certain other Act, made and passed in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of,His 
present Majesty, chapter seventeen, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the Captains, 
Commanders, or Masters of Ships and all other Vessels whatsoever from clandes- 
tinely carrying off this Island Negro or other Slaves,” shall be and .stand repealed, 
annulled, and made void, to all intents and purposes whatsoever; any thin^ in the 
said Acts, or either of them, or in any Act or Acts contained to the contrary in any- 
w'ise notwithstanding. 

Perfons of free con- 2d. And hc it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That from and after 

InSor manumifed pussing of this Act all and every person and persons of free condition, born in 
jnirfuant to law, and this Island, or manumiscd pursuant to the laws thereof, and who have been baptized 

t?1ve'evulencc^hl justi'ucted in the principles of the Christian religion, shall and lawfully may be 
future^iirthrconm admitted and received to give evidence on any trial or suit, of any nature or kind 
ofthisifland. whatsoever, or on the hen ring of any complaint, instituted or exhibited in any of 

the courts of law or equity in this Island, or before any magistrate or coroner: lYo- 
Provifo. vided always, that no such person shall be competent to be admitted or received to 

give evidence under and by virtue of this Act, unless such person shall have been 
baptized six months at the least previous to the time of such person being produced 
to give evidence, and unless such person shall at such time produce a certificate of 
his or her baptism, and which certificate shall have been produced to, and the pro- 
duction thereof attested by, the custos or some magistrate, and one of the church- 
wardens of the parish wherein such person shall reside, any thing hereinbefore con- 
tained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding: And provided also, that 

Provifo. no negro or mulatto who shall be made free,shall be ,admitted to give evidence by 
virtue of this law, unless he or she has been manumitted, or made free, for the space 
of twelve months previous to the commission of the offence, or existence of the fact 
respecting which hc or she shall be produced to give his or her evidence. 

3d. And 
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THE TREATMENT OF SLAVES. 

3d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every JAMAICA. ^ 

person and persons of free condition, in the several parishes of this Island, shall and 
they are hereby required to give in their respective names and places of abode in 
the several parishes n herein they respectively reside, to the mayor, aldermen, and yerai pandies of th's 

common council, in the city and parish of Kingston, and in tiie other [)arishes, to 
the justices and vestry in open vestry, to be recorded in a book to be kept lor that places of .ibotle, .lud 

purpose; and shall then and there produce the certificate of his or her baptism, and certificates to i>c 

also his or her manumission, or prove, to the satisfaction of the justices and vestry, his 
or her right to freedom; and in default of compliance with the requisition herein 
•contained, each person so making default shall, during such non-compliance, foricit 
all benelit and advantage he or she would otherwise be entitled to under and by 
virtue of this Act: And the clerk of the common council of Kingston, and the clerk 
of the vestry of each other parish, shall, under the penalty of filty pounds ior each 
name omitted, record the names of such persons of free condition who may so give 
in their names to the said mayor, aldermen and common council, and to the justices, 
and vestry as hereby required, and prove their right to freedom, and forthwith grant 
certificates thereof to such persons who may apply therefore ; ami which ccrlilicalo • 
shall be to the effect following; 

“ These arc to Certify, That . did, on the 
" day of in the year of our Lord 
“ give in his [or, her] name at a vestry, holdcn at and did then. 
“ and there produce the Certificate of liis [or, her] baptism, and showliow he [or, she] 
“ obtained his [0?’, her] freedom.” 

And for which certificate the clerk of the vestry shall -be entitled to receive a fee 
of one shilling and three-pence, and no more. 

4th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That such ccrlificatc, S'ich ccrtific.ifs, or 

or the record thereof in the ve.stry book, shall on all and every occasion whciv' a party [o beconitiercr*^^^ 
is tendered as a witness, be received and taken as proof of the freedom of the person proofonVecdo.ii! 
producing the same, and shall entitle such person to be received as a witness 
under and by virtue of this Act, unless it shall be satislactorily proved to the court, 
before whom such person is produced as a witness, that such person is not of iVee 
condition. 

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person of 
free condition sliuil, in any cause where ho shall give his or her testimony, commit 
wilful and corrupt perjury, such person, being thereof comicted, shall be punished 
according to the laws and statutes of Great Britain in such cases made and 
lu'ovided. 

Ctli. And be'it further enacted by the authority atbiv.said, That the penally here- 
inbefore mentioned shall be recovered in a .summary manner before any two of llis 
Majesty’s justices of the peace of the parisli wherein the ollcncc shall have been 
committed, and to the use of the party or parlies complaining tlicrcof, 

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'J'liat it .shall and may 
be lawful to navigate all droggers, vessels or boats plying round this Islaml lor liiro, 
by negroes, mulattocs, or by any other description of persons, whether free or slave, 
notwith.standing any thing to the contrary in any other Act of tins Island at any time 
heretofore made; Provided nevertheless, that\he master of .such drogger shall be a 
native subject of free condition. 

Perfons ol’ free 
coiuJitioii cou'.ir.it- 
tlne, jicrjiiry to be 
puniiheil !igree.-.b!y 
to tlwj l.nv! of 
Gie;it Hrituin. 

Pc nalty on clerk of 
the veltry mentioned 
in the third claufe, to 
l>e recovered Inm- 
niarily. 

Droggcr.<: plying ' 
round the ifiaiui may 
be navigated liy per- 
fons of free con- 
dition, or Haves. 
Provifo. 

An ACT to enable the Justices and A^cstry of the several Parishes of this 
Island to fit out parties of confidential Slaves.—[4 December 1813.] 

WII ERE AS it has been found beneficial, in several parts of this Island, to employ Pre.-nnble. 

confidential slaves for the taking and bringing in or destroying runtiway or rebellious . ! 
slaves; Wc,. Your IMajesty’s dutiful, and loyal subjects, the assembly of Jamaica, 
humbly beseech Your Majesty, That it may be enacted; BE it therefore enacted by 
llio governor, council and assembly of this Your l^Iajesty’s Island of Jamaica, and 
it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That it shall and may bo lawful for '■<^P‘'c<c'd-^twn of 

tlie governor, or person exercising the functions of government for the tiiiio being, any p.->rifii, governor 

on the representation of the justices and vestry of any parish in this Island, that 
liurdes of runaway or rebellious slaves, dangerous to the peace of the community, fit ourpartierof"'^ 

--0, N n arc <-'onrideiui.il 11:IVMto 
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