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An ACT to repeul several Acts, and the Clause of an Act of this Island,
respecting Persous of free Condition, and for granting to such Persons certaiu
Privileges.—T4th Dccewber 1813.]

WHEREAS it is expedient to admit all people of free condition born in this
Island, or manumised pursuant to the laws thereof, being baptized and instructed
in the Christian religion, to give evidence in all cases, civil and criminal ;.and also
to repeal the several acts, and the clause of an Act of this Island hereinafter men-
tioned relating to such persons : May it pleaseYour most Iixcellent Majesty, That it
may be enacted ; BL it therefore enacted by the governor, council, and assembly
of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jawmaica, aund it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same, That from and immediately after the passing of this Act, a certain Act
made and passed in the twenty-first year of the reign of his late Majesty King George
the Sccond, chapter seven, intituled, *¢ An Act for making free Negrocs, Indians, and
Mulattoes, evidence inall causes against one another, in all the Courts of this Island ;"
a certain other Act, made and passed in the sccond year of the reign of His pre-
sent Majesty, chapter eight, intituled, © An Act to prevent the inconveniences aris-
ing from exorbitant Grants and Devises made by white Persons to Negroes, and the
Issuc of Negroes, and to restrain and limit suchGrants and Devises ;” a certain other
Act, made and passed in the thirty-sixth year of the reign of His present Majesty,
chapter twenty-three, intitnled, “ An Act for granting certain Privileges to Persous
of Colour, and Negroes, being of free Condition and Christians ,” and the first clause
of n certain other Act, made and passed in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of His
present Majesty, chapter seventeen, intituled, “ An Act to prevent the Captains,
Commanders, or Masters of Ships and all other Vessels whatsoever from clandes-
tinely carrying off this Island Negro or other Slaves,” shall Le and stand repealed,
annulled, and made void, to all intents and purposes whatsvever ; any thing in the
said Acts, or either of them, or in any Act or Acts contained to the contrary in any-
wise notwithstanding,

2d. And be it further cnacted by the anthority aforesaid, That from and after
the passing of this Act all and every person and persons of free condition, born in
this Island, or manumised pursuant to the laws thereof, and who have been baptized
and instructed in the principles of the Christian religion, shall and lawfully may be
admitted and received to give evidence on any trial or suit, of any nature or' kind
whatsoever, or on the hearing of any complaint, instituted or exhibited in any of
the courts of law or cquity in this Island, or before any magistrate or coroner : lzro-
vided always, that no such person shall be competent to be admitted or received to
give evidence under and by virtue of this Act, unless such person shall have been
baptized six months at the least previous to the time of such person being produced
to give evidence, and unless such person shall at such time produce a certificate of
his or her baptism, and which certificate shall have been produced to, and the pro-
duction thereof attested by, the custos or some magistrate, and one of the church-
wardens of the parish wherein such person shall reside, any thing hereinbefore con-
tained to the contrary thercof in anywise notwithstanding :” And provided also, that
no negro or mulatto who shall be made free shall be admitted to give evidence by
virtue of this law, unless he or she has been manumitted, or made frec, for the space

. of twelve months previous to the commission of the offence, or existence of the fact

vespecting which he or she shall be produced to give his or her evidence.

3d. And
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5d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforcsaid, That all and every = JAMAICA.
person and persons of free condition, in the several parishes of this Island, shalland = N
they are hereby required to give in their respective names and places of abode in é‘,i(}’lfg‘,"’:sn‘:f‘{:ff
the several parishes wherein they respectively reside, to the mayor, aldermen, and veral parifhes of ths
common council, in the city and parish of Kingston, and in the other parishes, to [fland: to give tn
the justices and vestry in open vestry, to be recorded in a book to be kept for that pluces of abode, and
purpose; and shall then and there produce the certificate of his or her baptism, and i‘{"iﬁﬂl‘t?‘" be
also his or her manunission, or prove, to the satisfaction of the justices and vestry, his 8™
or her right to freedom; and in default of compliance with the requisition herein
contained, each person so making default shall, during such non-compliance, forfeit
all benefit and advantage he or she would otherwise be entitled to under and by
virtue of this Act: And the clerk of the common council of Kingston, and the clerk
of the vestry of each other parish, shall, under the penalty of filty pounds ior each
name omitted, record the names of such persons of {ree condition who may so give
in their names to the said mayor, aldermen and common council, and to the justices,
and vestry as hereby required, and prove their right to freedom, and forthwith grant
certificates thercof to such persons who may apply therefore ; and which certiticate
shall be to the eftect following:

“ These arc to Certify, That . ' did, on the

“ day of in the year of our Lord
¢ give in his [or, her] name at a vestry, holden at and did then,

“ and there produce the Certificate of his [or, her] baptism, and show how he [or, she]
“ obtained his [or, her] freedom.”

And for which certificate the clerk of the vestry shall -be entitled to reccive a fee
of one shilling and three-pence, and no more.

4th. And be it further enucted by the authority aforesaid, That such certificate, Such certificates, or
or thevecord thereof in the vestry book, shall on all and every occasion where a party $he record thereof, -
is tendered as a witness, be received and taken as proof of the freedom of the person proof of frecdom.
producing the same, and shall entitle such person to be received as a witness
under and by virtue of this Act, unless it shall be satisfactorily proved to the court,
before whom such person is produced as a witness, that such person is not of free
condition, ‘

5th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person of Perfons of frec
free condition skall, in any cause where he shall give his or her testimony, commit f,‘,‘:;:‘;,‘;?,‘:,,‘;";;’g{
wilful and corrupt perjury, such person, being thereof conticted, shall be punished punithed agreeably
according to the laws and statutes of Great Britain in such cases made and [0 the lws of

. Great Britain,
provided.

Oth. And be'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the penalty here- penaley on clerk of
inbefore mentioned shall be vecovered in a summary manner before any two of is the veitry mentioned
Majesty's justices of the peace of the parish wherein the ofitnce shall have been (e third shl, w
committed, and to the use of the party or partics complaining thereof, marily.

7th. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘That it shall and may prog cesplying
be lawful to navigate all droggers, vessels or boats plying round this Island for hire, round theiiland may
by negroes, mulattoes, or by any other description of persons, whether fice or slave, b rygted by per-
notwithstanding any thing to the contrary in any other Act of this Tsland ut any time dition, or flaves.
heretofore made: Provided nevertheless, that the master of such drogger shull be a Provifo.
native subject of free condition.




