
TK15 TUEATMENT OF SLAVES. m 
. AlV A C Tfof rendering more effectual tfiTO certam Acts of this Mand, respect- ^ TAMAICA. 

, iftg foreign slaves, aiirl foreigners of a certain description; one passed in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and niiietynine,. and the other passed 
in the year one thousand eight liundred and one.—[23d November 1814.] 

WHEREAS two certain Acts of -this Island/the one intituled, “ An Act to pre- Pre.imblc. 
Vent any intercourse or communication between the slaves of this Island, and foreign 39 Geo. 3. op.sp-. 
slaves ofa certain description, and for other purposes, passed in the month of March in 
the year of our Lord one tliousand seven hundred and ninety-nine;” and the other in- 
tituled^ “ An Act for establishing regulations respecting persons of a certain dc- 41 GCO. 5. cap. ixj 
scription arriving in this Island, or resident therein, in certain cases,” made and passed 
in the month of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundied and one, 

,are not sufficient, under the circumstances of the times, to clYectuatc the purposes 
thereby intended ; We, Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects., the governor, coun- 
cil and assembly of this Your Majesty’s Island of Jamaica, do humbly beseeqh 
Your Majesty, That it may be enacted, and be it enacted by tl;e governor, councii 

. and assembly of the said Island, and it is hereby enacted by the autliority of the same, 
That in addition to the declaration mcniioned in the third clause of tiie last-mentioned 
Act passed in the year one thousand eight hundred undone, every alien who shall Additional dcch- 
'arrive in this Island after the passing of this Act, shall also declare to llm naval officer of * 
’the port in which such alien shall arrive, the place of liis or her birth, and -the varin this 
length of time of his or her residence in the country or countries, place or places in 
which such alien shall have principally resided previous to his or her arrival, and also 
the name of the ship or vessel in which such alien .arrived, the country to which 
'such ship or vessel belongs, and the name of the master thereof; and every alien Punifiimentin the 
W'ho shall neglect or refuse to make such declaration as hereinbefore and in the event of refufiii. 
said third clause of the said Act directed to be made, or shall make a false declara- 
tion thereof, Shall for every such offence be proceeded against, as in and by the 
said clause directed, or on conviction thereof before any two justices of the peace, 
or members of the corporate body of the city aud parish of Kingston, upon 
the oath of one or more credible witnesses, be committed to the common gaol, 
or some other proper place of conlinement, until the pleasure of tlie governor, 
lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor, shall bo 
known thereupon. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any alien who shall, 
upon her or his arrival in this Island, receive the certilicate from the naval officer 
or his deputy, as directed by the fourth clause of the said Act, such alien shall, 
within the space of twenty-four hours after he or she .shall have obtained the 
same, appear with such certificate before any justice of the peace of the parish 
wherein such certificate shall have been obtained ; and if in the city and parish 
of Kingston, before one of the members of the corporate body thereof, at their 
next sitting thereafter; and which said justice of the peace or corporate body shall, 
if he or they shall sec no good cause to the contrary, by endorsement upon the 
said certificate, grant such alien permission to reside within the said parish or 
precinct; but if such justice of the peace or corporate body albresaid shall sec 
cause why such alien shall not be permitted to reside in such parish or precinct, 
he,or they shall commit such alien to the common gaol, or some o*hcr proper place 
of confinement, without bail or mainprizc, and report the same fortlnvith to the 
governor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor. 
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the governor, lien- Governor may order 
tenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor, shall and'may, 
he shall think fit, cause every alien who shall so offend, or be committed as aibre- iK-rein. 
said, to be sent off this Island. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That when and as often as Regnlaiions for the 
it shall happen that no proclamation shall be issued, as directed by the seventh co.-duft ofmailcrsof 
clause of the said Act, that no master of any ship or vessel shall land, or permit or of therc”not bdng a 
suffer any person, being an alien, to land in any part of this Island, before the ar- prociamr.tion in ^ 
rival of such ship or vessel in the port or place to w'hich such ship or vessel shall be 
bound; and any person offending herein shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hun- 
dred pounds for each alien so landed, or permitted or suffered to land as aforesaid, 
to be recovered before any two justices of the j)eace of the parisli wherein such ship 
or vessel shall arrive; and if within the precinct of the city and parish of Kingston, 
before any two members of the corporate body of the said city and parisli, the one 
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House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 



140 COLONIAL LA'^VS RELATING’TO 

JAMAICA. 

Aliens are to appear 
with their certiHcates 
once a year before 
thejuftice of the 
peace, and in King- 
iion before the cor- 
porate body. 

Penalty in cafe of 
refufal. 

Pegnlations for the 
conduft of captains 
commanding com- 
panies or troops of 
militia in regard to 
aliens. 

Ptiiuiu luring 
.i'iens in their em- 
j)|oy or refident with 
them, mull give in 
an account of them 
to police officer, (if 
in Kingllon), and to 
clerks of peace in 
other parilhes, under 
penalty of /. 

half thereof to go to the informer,, and the other half to the poor of the said parish; 
and if any alien shall land in this Island from any ship or vessel, before the. arrival 
of such ship or vessel in the port or place to which she shall be bound, against the 
Avish and without the consent of the master of such ship or vessel, the said master 
shall immediately upon his arrival, report to the naval officer or his deputy, the 
names, colour, sex, description of person, the port or place where such alien shall 
have embarked on board his ship or vessel, and the place Avhere such alien shall 
liave lauded; and upon neglect or refusal to make such report, or upon making a 
false report thereof, such master shall, for- every such offience, upon conviction 
thereof bcibi'c any tuo justices of the peace, or corporate body, as aforesaid, forfeit 
and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, one half thereof for the informer, and the 
other half for the poor of the said parish in which such master shall be convicted. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all persons not being natural 
born subjects of His-IMiyesty, and not naturalized, residing in this Island, shall in anti 
during the month of August in each and every year, appear before any justice of the 
peace of the ))arish in which such alien shall reside, and if in the city and parish of 
Kingston, before the corporate body thereof, and shall then show to such justice of 
the peace (M'corporate body, tlic certificate or passport under which such alien shall 
have been p('rmittcd to reside in the said parish; and if any alien shall refuse or 
neglect to appear as aforesaid, without a good and sufficient excuse, or shall appear 
Avithout shov\ing his or her passpoit or certificate, and Avithout giving good and suffi- 
cient reason for not sl'.owiiig the same, such alien shall bo committed by such justice 
oftlic peace or corporate body, to the common gaol, or some other proper place of 
confinement, thereto remain viihoul bail or niainprizc, until the pleasure of the go- 
vernor, lieutenant governor, or person executing the functions of governor, shall be- 
known tiicreupon; and which said justices of the peace shall, Avithin one month, 
lodge in tlic oflice of the clerk of the peace of their respective parishes, and the cor- 
porate body in the police office, a list of ail such persons as shall have so appeared 
before llicm res|)cctively, and shall also notify on the back of each certificate the 
appearance aforesaid of such alien. 

Ami be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That upon any person not 
being a natural born subject of liis IVJajesty, and not naturalized, enlisting or being 
enrolled in any company or troop of the militia of tliis Island, the officer commanding 
such company or troop at the time of such enlistment or enrolment, shall forthwith 
take (iovA n the name of such person, his place of birth, place of residence in the parish, 
and length of time of such residence, his occupation and colour, of which he shall 
immediately make a return to the colonel or officer commanding the regiment to 
Avhich such company or troop shall belong, under a penalty of ten pounds for each 
neglect herein, to be recovered before any tuo justices of the peace of the parish to 
Avhich such company or troop shall belong, and if in the city and parish of Kingston, 
before any tuo of the members of the corporate body; and which Sfjid return the 
colonel or ofilcer commanding the said regiment shall, Avithin twenty days after re- 
ceiving the same, transm.it to the clerk of tiie peace of the parish in which such person 
shall be enlisted or enrolled ; and if in the city and parish of Kingston, to the police 
ofiicc, under a penalty of twenty pounds for each neglect, to be recovered as last 
aforesaid; and which said penalties shall be [)aid to Uie use of the poor of the parish 
Avhercin such conviction siiall take place. 

And be it furtlier enacted by the authority aforesaid. That every person and 
persons A\homsucver, who shall have any j)ci>on or persons, not being natural born 
subjects of His Majesty, and not having been naturalized, living in his her or 
their employ, or rcaiding Avithin his her or their houses, shall, on or before 
the twenty-eighth day of Marcli next, or Avilhin twenty days after making a 
return of all such person or persons not being natural born subjects of Ilis Majesty, 
and not having been naturalized, to the police officer of the city and parish of 
Kingston, as to such persons as reside in the said city and parish, and to the 
clerks of the peace of the several other parishes in which such person or persons 
reside, or in Avhich his her or their plantation or house may be, whereon such 
])crsou or persons as aforesaid are employed or reside; and in such return shall be 
set down the name, colour, country, and occupation of such person or persons, 
aliens as aforesaid, the length of time such person or persons, aliens as afore- 
said, shall have been in his her or their employment, or the length of time of 
such residence as aforesaid, and also the country from A\i'.cnce such person or per- 
sons, aliens as aforesaid, last came ; and in every case of neglect or default he she 

or 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 



THE TREATMENT O'V SLAVES. 141 

or they shall forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered in a JAMAICA. 

summary manner before any two of His Majesty’s justices of the peace of the re- * 
spectivc parisiies; and if in the city and parish of Kingston, before any two of the 
corporate body, upon the oath of one or more credible witness or witnesses, one half 
thereof shall be to the informer or informers, the other moiety to the poor of the 
parish in which such plantation or dwelling shall be. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That from and after the Anilthofoemploying 
passing of this Act, all jierson or persons wdiomsoever who shall employ or take to 
reside with him her or them any person or persons, not being natural born subjects <]ny5,'makc.'irctum 
of His Majesty, and not having been naturalized, shall, within fourteen days after of them umier the 
such employment or residence, give in to the police officer of the city and parish of - 
Kingston, as to such persons as reside in the' said city and parish, and to the clerks 
of the peace of the several other parishes, in which such person or persons, aliens as 
aforesaid, shall be employed or reside, a return thereof, wherein shall be set down' 
the names, colour, country, and occupation of such person or persons aliens as 
aforesaid; and in every case of neglect or default therein, he .she or tlicy shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered as last aforesaid, 
one moiety thereof to be for the informer or informers, and the other moiety thereof 
to be for .the poor of the parish as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That from and after the The like notice to he 
passing of this Act, all person and persons whomsoever who shall now have, or shall 
or may hereafter have any person or persons not being natural horn subjects of Mis ment or'Icildamc. 
Majesty, and not naturalized in his her or their employ, or residing with him her or 
them, he slic or they shall upon such person or persons, aliens aforesaid, quitting 
such- employment or residence as aforesaid,, give a notice thereof in writing to the 
police officer of the city and parish of Kingston, as to such persons as reside in the 
said city and parish, and to the clerks of tlic peace of the several other parishes in 
which such person or persons, aliens aforesaid, shall have been employed and resided ; 
and in every case of neglect or default, he she or they shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered and applied as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 'J'hat persons giving in such Pc? to the police 

returns as aforesaid shall pay to the police otliccr of the city and parish of Kingston, * 
and clerks of the peace of the several other parishes, the sum of two shillings and.six- 
pence for each person in such return so to be made to them respectively, and no more; 
and that the said police officer and clerks of the peace shall enter such returns so to be r.ml penalty if they 

made to them respectively, into a book to be kept for that purpose, under the penalty 
of five pounds for each neglect or default, to he levied by warrant under the hands 
and seals of any two of the members of the corporate body of the city and jiarish 
of Kingston, if such neglect or default shall happen within the precinct of the said 
city and parish, and by any two justices of the peace of the jiarish wherein such 
neglect or default shall happen, and the penalties so levied to be applied to the use 
of the poor of the city ami parishes wherein such penalties shall be levied. 

And be it further enacted, That if any master or commander of any ship, ve-sscl Pimin-.mcnt 
or boat, shall not comply with the regulations conlained in the lirst section of the comply 
said recited Act, passed the eleventh day of i\farch one thousand eight hundred and with the' lejnliuions 
one, such master or commander, upon proof thereof in manner as directed in and 
by the said Act, shall not only be liable to the penalty imposed by the said Act, but 
shall also be conmiittcd to gaol for lliroo months, by warrant under the hand and seal 
of one or more of ills jMajesty's justices of the peace, or by one or more of the 
corporate body of the city and parish of Kingston, if within the precinct 
thereof. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That all negroes or pcofile Negroes, &c. from 
of colour from the Island of Saint Domingo found on shore here without a .special «t. bomingo foimd 
license iVom the governor or the person executing for the time being the functions ijceuVri’rom the 
of governor, shall be deemed and taken to be persons of a dangerous description, and governor, to be 
on conviction under any law respecting persons of a dangerous description shall he perioos ot .1 
transported tor hlc ; and that any person who shall apprehend, and have committed 
to gaol brigand negroes or people of colour of the albrosaid flescriplion, shall be Kew.irdstoperfons 
entitled to a reward of twenty pounds for every pennon so apprehended and trans- witudfes!'^"' 
i)Osted, on presenting to the receiver general a certificate of the fact, signed by the 
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niagish’ates who shall or may pass such sentence of transportation ; and if any person 
shall be prosecuted and convicted under the eleventh or thirteenth clauses of the said- 
Act, by the information of any witness or witnesses, such ivitness or witnesses shall 
be entitled to the sum of twenty pounds, to be paid by the receiver general of this 
Island, on the production to him of a certificate of such conviction. 

And be it further enacted, That immediately from and after the passing of this Act, 
it shall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or person executing the functions of 
governor for the time being, at any time to issue orders to all and every or any person 
or persons whomsoever to make, search for and apprehend, and keep in safe and 
secure custody any person whomsoever not being a natural born subject of His 
•Majesty, to the end that such proceeding may be bad vvith regard to every such 
person respective!}', as the safety of tlic Island may appear to require, and to 
cause to be kept in confinement on board any ship or vessel, or otherwise, 
and for such time as he shall deem necessary ; and also to cause to be sent off the 
Island every such person so to be apprehended as aforesaid, as he shall deem to be 
a dangerous or suspicious character with regard to the public safety and tran- 
quillity. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall and may be 
lawful to and for all and every or any person or persons, under any such orders as 
aforesaid, to break open liouses or closes for the purpose of etfectually searching for 
all and every or any such person or persons so to be apprehended as aforesaid, if free 
access shall not bo given^ or may not be had for that purpose, and also to use and 
exercise any force whatsoever that may be nece.ssary or expedient in order to carry 
into full execution any such orders us aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That if any ofiiccr or private 
of the Militia sliall not obey \my such orders as aforesaid, every such person so 
olTemling shall be liable to be tried by a general court martial and to the sentence 
thereof.' 

And bo it further enacted by the authority aforc.said, That if any person sent ofl'this 
Island under this Act shall alLerwards return tt> this Island, every such person shall 
sutler death without benefit of clergy, any thing contained in any former Act 
notwilhstunding. 

And he it furtiior enacted by the aulliority aforesaid, and llic commissioners of 
IHiblic accounts arc liereby directed to authorize the receiver general to pay all such 
e.\pensc.s a.s m.vv at any time hereafter be incurred in tlic appreliending and trans- 
porting from this Jslan'd any person who may be apprehended and transportcil from 
this Lsland by virtue of this or the hercinhcforc recited Acts, such expenses being 
first audited and approved of by the said commissioners of accounts. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforc.saiil, That from and after the 
passing of!Lis Act, if any owner of a droggor or drogging ve.ssel, being the muster 
thereof, (ti'ii.e niuhlcr not being tlic owner, siiall take or carry any alien or foreign 
slave fixm any one part to any other part of this Island, unlc.ss such person shall have 
a pa^.-.p(/it acconling to the regulations made by the liercinbeforc recited .Act of the 
lbrty-lir>l year of the reign of George thel'liird, such master or owner of adroggerus 
aforosalil .•'liidl lor e\ cry such olVcncc forfeit and pay tlio sum of se\onty pounds for 
cvci'y such alien or foreign slave, who .sliall havo been by him earriedi'rum any one port 
to any other port of this Lsland as aforesaid, one moiety tlicrcof to the. informer or 
imuiiners, uml Uio other moiety to the cliurcliwardcns ot the parish wherein the port 
sliall bo situated to which the said master or owner of a drogger as aforesaid shall have 
carried .^ueli person or pensons, for the ii.se of the poor of the said pari.sh, to be 
recovered in a .summary manner before any two members of the corporate body of 
the city and parish of Iving.ston, if the oficnce .shall be committed within the precinct 
theu'uf, and any two magistrates of such other perish where tlie ofibiiec shall be 
conuniiicd; and in default of payment, that such oiVender or ofienders .shall be 
eumiuitletl to the common gaol, there to remain without bail or mainprize until the 
same shall bo paid. 

And be it i'urthor enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act, and 
every cLuiso, matter and thing {herein contained, shall continue and be in force 
from t!io tliiriy-first day of December in the present year, until the thirty-first 
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day of December, in,the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and JAMAICA, 
seventeen. ,, ' ^ 

Passed the Council, twenty-third November one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen. (Signed) It, Robertson, Cl. Com. 

. Passed the Assembly, this twenty-third day of November one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen. (Signed) James Lewis, Speaker. 

I Consent, 
Manchester. 

Twenty-third November, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen. 

NEVIS. 

NEVIS ACT. 

An A C T to prevent Slaves from selling Sugar, Rum, Molasses, Syrups, 
Canes, Cane Liquor, Live Stock, Butchers Meat, and other Things; 
also, from carrying off this Island Live Stock and Butchers Meat, without 
Tickets from their Owners or Managers.—^[i ith February 1790.] 

WHEREAS the frequent robberies committed by slaves, of sugar, rum, 
molasses, syrups, canes, cane liquor, sheep, goats, hogs, poultry, and 

several other things, render it necessary for the Legislature of this Island to inter- 
pose and endeavour to put a stop to such'evil practices, which arc promoted by the 
ease such slaves find in procuring purchasers, from whom they receive great en- 
couragement to rob and steal, to the very great detriment and injury of the inhabit- 
ants of this Island : We, therefore, Your]Maje3ty’s most dutiful any loyal subjects, 
the governor ami commander in chief of Your Majesty’s Leeward Cliarribbec Islands 
in America, and the council and assembly of the Island of Nevis, do pray Your 
most sacred Majesty, That it may be enacted; and be it and it is hereby en- 
acted by tlie King’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the governor and commander in chief of His Majesty’s Leeward Charribbec Islands 
in .America, and the council and assembly of the said Island of Nevis, and by tlie 
authority of the same, ’fhat from and after the publication of this Act it shall not 
bo lawful for any slave whatsoever in this Island to sell any thing, except “ fire 
wood, grass, vines, herbs, pulse, grain, roots, food made of roots, crabs, sea-fish, 
and tlie slaves own particular manufacture,” without a ticket from under the hand 
of the slave s owner or manager, specifying the tiling or things to be sold, and the 
quantity of them, with the name of the slave or slaves, and the day of the month, 
which said ticket shall only remain good and valid for the day on wliich it is given ; 
and in case any slave or slaves shall offer any thing (except such things ns are 
before excepted in this .Act) for sale without such ticket from his her or their owner 
or manager, it shall and may bo lawful for any white person whatsoever to take 
away such thing from the sai’il slave and convert it to his or her own use; provided 
the thingor things so taken from any .slu^c, at the same time, shall not exceed the value 
of six shillings current money; but if the thing or things so taken arc of more than the 
value of six shillings current money, such thing or things and the slave or slaves in 
whose custody they are taken, shall be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful 
deputy, or to the keeper of the common gaol in Ch.arlcstown, who is hereby required 
to secure such slave or slaves and the tiling or things so taken, and to give notice 
thereof to the owner or managers of the said slave or slaves, for which notice and 
securing the said slave or slaves the said provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall 
be paid three shillings current money by the owner or manager of the said slave or 
slaves; and also the further sum of three .shillings current money for the person or 
persons who shall apprehend the said slave or slaves; and the marshal or his 
lawful deputy, on receipt of the said sum of six shillings, shall deliver the said slave 
or slaves, witli the goods so taken, to their respective owners or managers: Pro- 
vided always, nevertheless, that if any person or persons shall claim the goods or any 
part thereof offered ibr sale, without a ticket as aforesaid, upon application to the 
marshal or his lawful deputy, he shall cause the said slave or slaves with the goods 
so taken, to be carried before any one of liis Majesty’s justices of the peace for the 
said Island, who is hereby authorized and empowered to hear and determine all 

matters 
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