
SLAVE LAW
OF

JAMAICA .

57 GEO . III . CAP . 25 .

An act for the subsistence , clothing, and the better
regulation and government ofslaves ; for enlarg-
ing thepowers of the council ofprotection ; for pre-
venting the improper transfer ofslaves ; and for
other purposes .—[Passed 19th December , 1816. ]

WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws now in Preamble .
force relating to slaves should be revised, and other

provisions enacted , to promote their moral and reli-
gious instruction , and by means whereof their general

comfort and happiness may be increased , as far as is
consistent with due order and subordination , and the

well-being of this colony : may it therefore please
your Majesty that it may be enacted ; be it therefore
enacted by the Governor , Council , and Assembly , of
this your Majesty's island of Jamaica , That , from and
after the commencement of this act , the act , entitled 50 Geo . III .
An act for the protection , subsisting , clothing , and for
the better order , regulation , and government ofslaves,

B

cap . 16 re
-

pealed .



��

Slaves to be re-
ligiously in-
structed , and

such baptized

as can be madesensible of a
duty to God
and of the

and for other purposes , passed the fourteenth day of
December , in the fiftieth year of your majesty's reign ,
may be and stand repealed , and the same is hereby
repealed accordingly .
II. And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , that all owners , proprietors , and possessors ,
or , in their absence , the managers , or overseers , of
slaves , shall, as much as in them lies , endeavour the
instruction of their slaves in the principles of the

Christian faith . Christian religion , whereby to facilitate their conver-
sion , and shall do their utmost endeavours to fit
them for baptism , and , as soon as conveniently can
be, cause to be baptised a

ll

such a
s they can make

sensible o
f
a duty to God , and the Christian faith ,

which ceremony the clergymen o
f

the respective pa-

rishes are to perform when required .
No shop to be
kept open dur-

III . And be it enacted , That from and after the
ing divine ser- passing this act , n

o shop shall b
e kept open during

the time of divine service ..vice .

Slaves to be
allowed one
day in every
fortnight , be-

sides Sundays ,

except during
crop , under
penalty of 201 .

So as the num-
ber ofdays
may be at
least 26 .

Slaves ex-
empted from
labour on Sun-
days during
crop , and no
mills to be

IV . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , That from and after the commencement of
this act , the slaves belonging to , o

r employed o
n ,

every plantation o
r

settlement , shall , over and above

the holidays hereinafter to be mentioned , b
e allowed

one day in every fortnight , to cultivate their own
provision grounds , exclusive o

f Sundays , except dur-
ing the time o

f crop , under the penalty o
f twenty

pounds , to be recovered against the overseer o
r per-

son having the care o
f

such slaves : Provided always ,

That the number o
f days , so allowed to the slaves for

the cultivation o
f

their grounds , shall be a
t

least

twenty -six in the year .

V. And be it enacted , by the authority aforesaid ,

That , during the crop , not only shall the slaves , a
s

heretofore , b
e exempted from the labour o
f

the estate

o
r plantation on Sundays , but that n
o

mills shall b
e
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put about or worked between the hours of seven
o'clock on Saturday night and five o'clock on Mon-
day morning , under the penalty of twenty pounds , to
be recovered against the overseer or other person hav-
ing the charge of such slaves .
VI . And be it enacted , by the authority aforesaid ,
That every master , owner, or possessor , of any slave
or slaves , or his or her overseer or chief manager ,

shall , under the penalty of ten pounds for each
neglect , personally inspect into the condition of the
negro-grounds once in every month at least , in order

to see that the same are cultivated , and kept up in a

proper manner, of which oath shall be made , as in
this act is hereafter directed : And whereas it may
happen that on some plantations , pens , settlements ,
and towns on this island , there may not be lands
proper for the cultivation of provisions , or where, by
reason of long continuance of dry weather, the negro-
grounds may be rendered unproductive ; then , and
in that case , the masters , owners , or possessors , do ,
by some other ways and means , make good and ample
provision for all such slaves as they shall be possessed
of, equal to the value of three shillings and four
pence currency per week for each slave , in order that
they may be properly supported and maintained ,

under the penalty of fifty pounds .
VII . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , That every master , owner, or possessor of

slaves , shall , once in every year , provide and give to

each slave they shall be possessed of, proper and suffi-

cient clothing , to be approved of by the justices and
vestry of the parish where such master , owner , or
possessor of such slaves shall reside , under the
penalty of one hundred pounds .
VIII . And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid ,That every master , owner , proprietor , or pos-

tween seven
worked be-

o'clock on
Saturday night

o'clock on
Monday morn-
ing, under the
penalty of 201.

and five

Negro-grounds
to be in-
spected every
month .

Where there

lands, each
slave is to have

to 3s .4d. p
e
rprovision equal

week .

are not proper

Proper cloth-ing to be given

to slaves an-
nually , under
penalty of
1007 .

Yearly ac-

given in o
f

the
counts to be

B 2
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provision made
for, and cloth-
ing delivered
to , slaves , un-
der penalty of
1001.

Account of
births and
deaths of
slaves to be

sessor of slaves , his or her overseer , or chief manager ,

at their giving in an account of their slaves and stock ,

to the justices and vestry , on the twenty -eighth day of
December, in every year , or at the vestry which shall

be held next after that day , shall , under the penalty

of one hundred pounds for every neglect, give in an
account, on oath, of the nature and quantity of the
clothing actually served to each slave on such plan-

tation , pen, or other settlement , for the approbation

of the justices and vestry , as aforesaid ; and shall like-
wise , at the same time , declare , on oath , that he has in-
spected the negro-grounds (where such negro-grounds

are allotted ) of such plantation ,' pen , or settlement ,
according to the directions of this act, and that every

negro on the property is sufficiently provided with
grounds .
IX . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid, That on the twenty -eighth day of Decem-
ber, in every year (the time of giving in as aforesaid) ,

given in yearly , or within thirty days after, the owner, overseer , orunder penalty
of50%. manager , of every plantation , pen , or settlement , shall

give in to the justices and vestry of their respective
parishes , on oath, an account of all the births and
deaths of the slaves of such plantation , pen , or settle-
ment , for the preceding year , under the penalty of
fifty pounds , to be recovered from the owner of such
plantation , pen, or other settlement .

If neglect in
giving in ac-
counts pro-
ceed from
Overseers or
managers ,

owners to de-
duct the pe-
ualty from
their wages .

X. And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , That if the not giving in upon oath such
several accounts shall be owing to the neglect of the
overseer or manager of such plantation , pen , or other
settlement , it shall and may be lawful for the owner ,
proprietor , or possessor , of such plantation , pen , or
other settlement , to stop and detain the penalty he or
she shall suffer by this law out of the wages of such
overseer or manager.
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be paid 3
1
.

fo
r

born on plan-
every slave

tations , to be
divided be-

tween the
mothers , mid-
wives , and

nurses ;

XI . And be it further enacted , by the authority Overseers to

aforesaid , That in case it shall appear to the satisfac-
tion of the justices and vestry , from the return of the
owner , overseer , o

r manager , aforesaid , that there has
been a natural increase of the number of slaves on
any such plantation , pen , or other settlement , the
owner or proprietor o

f

such plantation , pen , o
r

other

settlement , shall pay to the overseer the sum o
f

three
pounds for every slave born on such plantation , pen ,

or other settlement , in the time aforesaid , and which
shall be then living , such sum to be by the said over-
seer divided in equal proportions among the mothers

of the surviving children , the midwife , and the nurse
or nurses attending such children ; and the owner or
proprietor o

f

such plantation , pen , o
r

other settlement ,
shall have a deduction from the first of his or her
public taxes that shall become due o

f

the sum so

paid , on producing a certificate from the justices and
vestry o

f

such increase , and a receipt o
f

the overseer
of the sum so paid .

XII . And , in order that further encouragement
may b

e given to the increase and protection o
f negro

infants , be it further enacted , by the authority afore-
said , That every female slave , who shall have six

children living , o
r

who , having raised from infancy ,

and during the period o
f

nurture , a child o
r

children
of deceased mothers , and which shall continue to live
with her as her adopted child o

r

children , shall have

o
f

her own , and o
f

such so raised and adopted child

o
r

children , six children living , shall be exempted
from all hard labour in the field or otherwise ; and the

owner or possessor of every such female slave shall be
exempted from all manner o

f

taxes for such female

slave , any thing in the act , commonly called the poli-

tax law , o
r any other o
f

the tax laws of this island ,

passed o
r annually to b
e passed , to the contrary not ..

and which is

from th
e

taxes

o
f

the pro-
prietors .

to be deducted

Females who
have six chil-
dreu living ,

whether their
own o
r adopt-
ed , are to be

exempted

bour , and their
owners from

from hard la-

taxes for them ;
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proof being
given that the
mother , or
adoptive mo-
ther , and chil-
dren , are
living .

Possessors of
slaves not to
turn them
away on ac-
count of infir-
mity,

but keep them
on their pro-
perties , and
provide for
them , under
penalty of 201

withstanding , and a deduction shall be made for all
such female slaves from the taxes of such owner , or
possessor , by certificate of the justices and vestry :
Provided nevertheless , That proof be given on oath ,
to the satisfaction of the said justices and vestry, not
only that the requisite number of children , together

with the mother , or adoptive mother , are living , but
also that the mother is exempted from all manner of
field or other labour , and is provided with the means
of an easy and comfortable maintenance .
XIII . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid, That no master , owner , or possessor , of any
slave or slaves , whether in his or her own right , or as
attorney, guardian , trustee , executor, or otherwise,

shall discard or turn away any such slave or slaves ,

on account or by reason of such slave or slaves being
rendered incapable of labour or service to such mas-

ter , owner , or possessor , by means of sickness , age ,
or infirmity ; but every such master , owner , or pos-

sessor , as aforesaid , shall be , and he is hereby , obliged

to keep all such slave or slaves upon his , her , or their
properties, and to find and provide them with suffi-
cient clothing , wholesome necessaries of life , and not
suffer such slave or slaves as aforesaid to be in want

thereof , or to wander about or become burthensome
to others for sustenance , under the penalty of twenty
pounds for every such offence , to be recovered in a
summary manner before any two justices of the peace
in this island ; who are hereby authorized , empower-
ed , and required , to cause such master , owner, or
possessor , his , her , or their attorney , or agent , and

such other persons as they shall judge necessary , to
be summoned before them, to enable them to judge

and determine of the propriety of such information ,
and whether such master , owner , or possessor , ought to
incur the said penalty ; and , in the mean time , and un-
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slaves may be
taken up and
sent to the
workhouse , to
he supported

ti
ll possessor

summoned and

matter inquired

workhouse

fees , & c . he is

to be sent to

gaol till he pay .

til such trial can be had , the said justices of the peace , Wandering
upon their own view , o

r upon the information o
f any

free person , o
n oath , are hereby empowered and re-

quired to take up such wandering , sick , aged , or

infirm slave o
r

slaves , and to lodge him , her , o
r

them in the nearest workhouse , there to be clothed
and fed , but not worked , at the expense o

f

the into .

master , owner , o
r possessor , until such trial as afore-

said can b
e had ; and if it shall appear to the said If possessor

found guilty ,

justices , o
n

such trial , that the party o
r parties so and refuse to

complained o
f
, is or are guilty o
f

the said offence , pay penalty ,

and shall refuse to pay the said sum o
f twenty pounds ,

and the fees o
f

such workhouse , for the maintenance
of such slave o

r

slaves , together with the charges of
clothing and o

f

the conviction , the said justices are
hereby required and empowered , under the penalty

o
f twenty pounds , forthwith , by warrant under their

hands and seals , directed to the constable , to commit

such offender o
r

offenders to the common gaol o
f

the
county o

rparish where the offence shall be committed ,

there to remain until he or she shall pay the said sum
of twenty pounds and charges a

s

aforesaid ; one
moiety o

f

which said fine shall b
e paid to the in-

former , who is hereby declared to be a good witness ,

and the other moiety shall be paid into the hands o
f

the churchwardens o
f

such parish , for the poor o
f

the

said parish ; any law , custom , o
r usage , to the con-

trary notwithstanding .

XIV . And whereas , from the decease and change

o
f

residence o
f many proprietors o
f

slaves , and other
circumstances , and from the manumission o

f negro ,

mulatto , and other slaves , without any suitable pro-

vision being made for their future maintenance , many

unhappy objects , afflicted with contagious distempers ,

o
r

disabled from labour by sickness , age , and other-

wise , and , having no owners , prove dangerous , o
r



Justices and

vestries to la
y

port o
f

disa

taxes for sup-

bled negroes ,

passed to the
parishes where
their former
owners resid-
ed ;

become a burthen or nuisance to the several towns

and parishes o
f

this island : For remedy whereof , be

it further enacted , by the authority aforesaid , That
the justices and vestrymen o

f

the several towns and
parishes in this island b

e empowered to lay a tax upon
the several towns and parishes , in the same manner

a
s the parochial taxes are usually laid , for the purpose

o
f raising such a sum a
s they shall judge sufficient to

provide for the maintenance , clothing , medical care ,

and attendance , in the workhouses , o
r

other convenient
places , o

f

the said several towns and parishes o
f

this

island , o
f

such negro , mulatto , o
r

other slaves , o
r

who are to b
e other unhappy objects , a
s

aforesaid : And the magis-

trates respectively o
f

such town and parish are hereby

empowered and required , upon application being

made to them , o
r

either of them , or upon view , to

order all such objects , as aforesaid , to be removed

and conveyed to the respective workhouses o
f

each

parish , where ( if a slave ) the former proprietor or

proprietors , owner o
r

owners , of such slave lived or

resided ; o
r
, if a person manumised o
r

made free , o
f

the parish wherein the owner o
r

owners commonly re-
sided , o

r

the property was situated , to whom o
r to

which such manumised person belonged immediately

previous to the execution o
f

such manumission ; o
r if

such manumission be by will , immediately previous
to the decease of the testator or testatrix , there to be
lodged and taken care of , as aforesaid : And the
magistrates and vestries o

f

the several towns and

parishes , a
s

aforesaid , are hereby empowered and
required to make , from time to time , all such humane
and salutary regulations , for the purposes aforesaid ,

a
s to them shall seem necessary and expedient ; and

the supervisor o
r keeper o
f

the workhouse in such
parish , to which such slave or free person shall be

sent by warrant from any other parish , shall be

as are those

free poor who
have been
manumised .

Vestries to
make regula-
tions fo

r

their
accommoda-
tion .
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obliged to receive the same , under the penalty of
twenty pounds .

manumised
persons be-

thensome to
any parish ,

such parish
may have re

-

security bond

course to the

entered into
under 15 Geo .

XV . And it is hereby enacted and declared , That In the case of

every parish in this island to which any manumised
person shall be removed , in pursuance o

f

this act , o
r coming bur-

any clause o
f any former act for this purpose , as to

the place o
f

the legal settlement o
f

such person , shall

b
e

entitled to claim a
ll

the advantages to b
e derived

by law from the security -bond , directed to be entered
into and given , in and by an act , passed in the fifteenth
year o

f
h
is present majesty , entitled An act for regu- II
I
. c
a
p
. 1
8
.

lating the manumission of negro , mulatto , and other
slaves , and to oblige the owners to make a provision
for them during their lives , by any person or persons
manumising any slave o

r

slaves , to the churchwardens

o
f

whatsoever parish such bond may have been given ,

a
s fully as if the same had been entered into to the

churchwardens o
f

the parish to which such manu-
mised person shall become burthensome .

XVI . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , That in case any goods , chattels , o

r

slaves ,

belonging to the owners o
f

such old , infirm , and de-

serted slaves , a
s aforesaid , who shall have become

burthensome to any parish for support , shall there
after b

e

found in any part o
f

this island , it may and
shall be lawful for the churchwardens o

f every such
parish to recover the full amount o

f

a
ll expenses , to

which such parish shall at any time have been put , on
account of such deserted slaves , before any two jus-
tices o

f

the peace o
f

the parish o
r precinct wherein

such goods , chattels , o
r

slaves , shall be found , by
distress and sale of the same .

XVII . And whereas it sometimes happens ,

that aged , infirm , o
r

disabled slaves , belong-

ing to the estates o
f

insolvent debtors , re-

main in the custody o
f

the provost -marshal o
f

this

Property o
f

owners liable
for support of
desertedslaves ,

though not in

the parish they
become bur-

thensome t
o .
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Disabled

slaves , the
property of
insolvent

debtors , in
custody of
provost -mar-
shal , may be
removed by
order of two
magistrates

where their

island, or his deputies, without a possibility of the
same being sold for the benefit of the creditors of
such estates : Be it enacted , by the authority afore-
said , That upon proof being made on oath , by any
deputy-marshal, before any two magistrates of the
district wherein he shall hold his appointment , that
any slave or slaves of the above description has or
have been in his custody for more than six months
thereto preceding , that such slave or slaves have been

to th
e

parish repeatedly put u
p
to sale by public outery , that n
o

bidder has offered to purchase the same , and there is

no probability o
f

his o
r

her being sold , it may and
shal be lawful for the said two magistrates to make
an order , under their hands and seals , for the removal

of such slave o
r

slaves to the parish wherein the
owner of such slave or slaves resided , at or imme-
diately before the time when he o

r
she took the

benefit of the act for the relief of insolvent debtors ,

now in force , or hereafter to be in force , there to be
maintained and provided for , according to the direc-
tions of this act , hereinbefore declared .

owner resided .

Such order

being recordedin clerk of

peace's office ,

provost -mar-
shal and his
deputies in-
demnified in
acting under
it .

Ifnegroes af-
Alicted with
contagious
diseases are

XVIII . And it is hereby enacted , That such
order , being recorded in the office o

f

the clerk o
f

the
peace o

f

the precinct , wherein the gaol o
f

such deputy-

marshal , as aforesaid , shall be situated , shall be

deemed and taken , in all the courts of this island , as

a complete and perfect acquittal o
f

all demands ,

claims , suits , and actions o
f

every kind , on or against

such provost -marshal , or any o
f

his deputies , as may

o
r

shall b
e

made , instituted , o
r preferred , by any

person or persons whatsoever , on account o
r by reason

of the removal o
f any such slave or slaves , as afore-

said , out of his or their custody .

XIX . And whereas negroes afflicted with the
yaws , coco -bay , o
r

other contagious disease , are some-

times permitted to leave their masters ' property , and
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travel about the country , to the great annoyance of
the public and of those in the neighbourhood : Be it
enacted, that every owner or proprietor of slaves , or
his, her , or their overseer , as the case may be, per-

mitting the same , shall forfeit the sum of twenty
pounds for every such offence ; one moiety of which
to be paid to the informer , and the other moiety to
the churchwardens , for the poor of the parish in which
the offence shall be committed , and which forfeiture
shall be recovered in a suinmary manner , on oath of
the informer , or other person complaining , to be
levied by warrant of the said magistrates ; who , on
refusal or failure of payment , are hereby authorized
to commit the delinquent to the county or nearest
gaol until paid .
XX . And be it further enacted , by the authority
aforesaid , that every field -slave on any plantation or

settlement shall , on work -days , be allowed half -an -hour
for breakfast , and two hours for dinner ; and that no
slaves shall be compelled to any manner of field-work
upon the plantation before the hour of five in the
morning , or after the hour of seven at night , except
during the time of crop , under the penalty of fifty
pounds , to be recovered against the overseer or other

person having the charge of such slaves .

allowed to
leave the pro-
perty , and

travel about

the owner , &c.
permitting the

201. fo
r

each .

the country .

same , to forfeit

Field slaves

half an hour

fo
r

breakfast

are to have

and two hours

fo
r

dinner ,

and not to

five nor after

seven , exceptduring crop ,

under penalty

work before

of50 % .

Slaves to b
e

allowed the
usual holidays ,

but they are
not to have
two successive

XXI . And b
e it further enacted , by the authority

aforesaid , That for the future all slaves in this island
shall be allowed the usual number o

f holidays that
were allowed a

t the usual seasons of Christinas ,

Easter , and Whitsuntide : Provided , That at every days .

such respective season n
o

two holidays shall b
e a
l-

lowed to follow o
r

succeed immediately one after the

other ; any law , custom , o
r

usage , to the contrary

notwithstanding : And if any master , owner , guar- Ifpersons al-

dian , o
r attorney , o
f any plantation or settlement , o
r

the overseer o
f

such plantation o
r

settlement , shall

low them more
holidays at

those seasons ,

they forfeit 5
1 .
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Slaves taking
up runaways ,

or discovering
theirbeing
harboured , are

to be rewarded
at discretion
ofa magis-
trate .

If they kill or
take rebels ,
they are also

ed .

*

presume , at the seasons aforesaid, to allow any holi

days to any slave on any such plantation or settlement ,

other than is directed by this act to be given , every
person , so offending , shall forfeit the sum of five
pounds .
XXII. And , in order to encourage slaves for
every good and worthy a

ct that they shall d
o , b
e it

further enacted , by the authority aforesaid , That
every slave o

r
slaves , that shall inform against any

person who shall have o
r

conceal any runaway slave

o
r

slaves , so that such runaway slave o
r

slaves may
be taken and restored to his o

r

their owner o
r

owners ,

o
r

be committed to any workhouse , every such slave

o
r

slaves , so informing , shall be entitled to such re-

ward a
s any justice shall think just and reasonable ,

and be paid by such person o
r persons as such justice

shall determine ought to pay the same , not less than

ten shillings , nor exceeding twenty shillings , to be en-

forced by a warrant under the hand and seal o
f

such
justice .

XXIII . And be it further enacted , by the autho-
rity aforesaid , That ifany slave or slaves shall kill or

to be reward- take any slave o
r

slaves in actual rebellion , he o
r

she

shall receive from the churchwardens o
f

the respec-

tive parishes , where such slave o
r

slaves shall have

been killed , the sum o
f

three pounds , and the sum of
five pounds if taken alive , and a blue cloth coat , to

b
e paid and furnished by the churchwardens o
f

the

respective parishes where such slave o
r

slaves shall

have been killed o
r

taken ; the whole expense where-

of shall be reimbursed by the receiver -general for the
time being , out o

f any monies in his hands unap-
propriated .

Persons wil-
fully killing
slaves to suf-
fer death .

XXIV . And be it further enacted , by the autho-
rity aforesaid , That if any person hereafter shall
wantonly , willingly , o
r

blood -mindedly , kill , o
r

cause
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to be killed, any negro or other slave , such person , so
offending , shall , on conviction , be adjudged guilty of
felony , without benefit of clergy , and shall suffer

death accordingly for the said offence : Provided Blood not cor-
always , That such conviction shall not extend to the rupted there

corrupting the blood , or the forfeiture of lands or
tenements , goods or chattels ; any law , custom , or

usage , to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith-
standing .

by.

Persons muti-
lating slaves ,
or consenting

thereto , may
be fined 1001.

and imprison-

ed twelve
months .

XXV . And , in order to prevent any person from
mutilating , dismembering , or cruelly beating or con-
fining , any slave or slaves , Be it further enacted , by

the authority aforesaid , That if any master , mistress ,
owner, possessor , or other person whatsoever , shall , at

his , her , or their own will and pleasure , or by his,
her , or their direction , or with his , her , or their

knowledge , sufferance , privity, or consent , mutilate
or dismember any slave or slaves , or wantonly or
cruelly whip , maltreat , beat , bruise , wound , or im-
prison , or keep in confinement , without sufficient sup-

port , any slave or slaves , he , she , or they, shall be
liable to be indicted for such offence in the supreme

court of judicature , or in any of the assize -courts of
this island ; and , upon conviction , shall be punished

by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds , or im-
prisonment not exceeding twelve months , or both ,

for each and every slave so mutilated or dismembered ,
punished , or confined ; and such punishment is de- besides being

clared to be without prejudice to any action that could

or might be brought at common law , for recovery of mages .
damages for or on account of the same , in case such
slave or slaves shall not be the property of the of-
fender : And in atrocious cases , where the owner of Court may , in
such slave or slaves shall be convicted of such offence ,

the court , before whom such offender shall have been mit mutilated
slaves ,

tried and convicted, are hereby empowered , in case

�

liable to an
action of da-

atrocious

cases, manu-
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and order the
penalty to be
paid to vestry,

low each slave
10/. per annum.

Slaves com-
plaining to a
magistrate

may be sent to
the work-
house , to be

they shall think it necessary for the future protection

of such slave or slaves , to declare him , her, or them ,
free and discharged from all manner of servitude , to
all intents and purposes whatsoever : And , in al

l

such

cases , the court are hereby empowered and autho-
rized , if to them it shall appear necessary , to order
and direct the said fine of one hundred pounds to be
paid to the justices and vestry o

f

the parish to which
the said slave or slaves belonged , to the use of the

who are to a
l- said parish ; the said justices and vestry , in conside-

ration thereof , paying to each o
f

the said slave or
slaves , so made free , the sum o

f

ten pounds per an-
num for his or her maintenance and support during

life : And in case any slave or slaves shall suffer any
before -mentioned mutilations , o

r
wanton punishment ,

or confinement , such slave or slaves , on his , her , or

their application to any justice o
f

the peace , the said
supported and justice o

f

the peace shall be , and is hereby , directed ,

required , and empowered , o
n

view , and it
s appear-

ing to his satisfaction that such mutilation , or wanton
punishment , have been really suffered , to send such
slave or slaves to the nearest workhouse where such

offence shall be committed ; and such slave or slaves

shall be there safely kept , and carefully attended ,

but not worked , a
t

the expense o
f

such parish , until
such time as there shall be a legal meeting o

f

the jus-
tices and vestry o

f

such parish , which meeting the
said justice shall call as soon as conveniently may be ;

who a
re here- which justices and vestry , so met , are hereby created

and appointed a council o
f protection o
f

such slave

o
r

slaves and the said justices and vestry , so met ,

are hereby directed and empowered to make further

and full inquiry , upon view , and by the examination
of witnesses , into the commitment of the mutilation

o
r punishment o
f

such slave o
r

slaves ; and , if to them

it shall appear proper , the said justices and vestry

attended till
meeting of
vestry ,

by created a

council of pro-
tection , and
are to inquire
into such mu-
tilations , and
prosecute the
offenders .


