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JAMAICA ft. 

No. 3. 
AN Aft in furtherance of the Provifions of the Abolition Laws within this 

Ifland. 
JAMAICA. WHEREAS by an aft of the Britifh parliament, paffed in the forty-feventh year 

— of his prefent Majesty's reigp, intituled " An Aft for the abolition of the flave-
trade," the African flave-trade, and all dealing in the purchafe or fale of flares 
or other perfons intended to be ufed or dealt with as fuch, in, to, at, or from Africa, 
or any ifland, country, territory, or place in the Weft Indies or America, not be
longing to his Majefty, was abolifhed, prohibited, and declared unlawful: And 
whereas by another aft of the faid Britifh parliament, paffed in the fifty-firft vear of 
his prefent Majefty's reign, intituled ' An Aft for rendering more tffeftual 
an aft made in the forty-feventh year of his Majefty's reign, intituled, " An 
for the abolition of the flave-trade," the carrying on the faid trade, or being en
gaged therein in the ways therein mentioned, was declared to be felony, and punilh-
able as fuch according to law: May it therefore pleafe your Majefty that it may be 
enafted; and be it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Affembly of this your 
Majefty's ifland of Jamaica ; and it is hereby enafted by the authority of the fame, 
That it was and is unlawful to buy or fell in this ifland, or to hold in flavery there, 
any African or other perfon or perfons who after the palling of the faid firft-recited 
aft was or were imported into this ifland contrary to the intent and meaning of the 
faid aft, if any fuch ever was or were fo imported into this ifland. 

And be it further enafted, That no eftate, right, title, property, or intereft 
whatfoever, at law or in equity, of, in, or to any African or other perfon or perfons 
unlawfully imported from and after the palling of this aft (if any fuch there lhall 
happen to be), can, lhall, or may accrue to or veil in any perfon or perfons whom
soever, or be created or transferred, or pafs by fale or mortgage, gift, grant, or 
other voluntary alienation, or by judgment at law, decree, or execution, or by 
marriage, fucceflion, inheritance, will, devife, adminiftration, or otherwife how-
foever ; and that every fuch will or other inftrument, whereby any fuch African or 
other perfon or perfons lhall be conveyed, devifed, transferred, or difpofed of, 
or otherwife attempted fo to be, or wherein the fame lhall be mentioned or com
prehended as a Have or Haves, lhall be, as to fuch African or other perfon or perfons, 
and the iffue of the females. of fuch African or other perfon or perfons, utterly void 
and of none effect. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the 
palling of this aft, if any perfon or perfons lhall knowingly and wilfully keep, hold, 
or detain, or attempt to keep, hold, or detain, in flavery, or treat as a Have, any 
African or other perfon unlawfully imported as aforefaid, or lhall knowingly and 
wilfully hire, employ, harbour, or entertain, or in anywife have in his, her, or their 
poffeflion, or fuffer to remain or abide on his, her, or their fettlement or property, 
or on any fettlement or property in his, her, or their poffeflion, or under his, her, 
or their care or management, as attorney, agent, executor, adminiftrator, guardian, 
mortgagee in poffeflion, truftee, overfeer, or otherwife, any fuch African or other 
perfon or perfons as aforefaid ; every fuch perfon fo offending lhall, on conviftion, 
forfeit for every African, or other perfon the fubjeft of fuch offence, the. fum of 
one hundred and forty pounds current money of this ifland; one moiety thereof 
to the ufe of his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, for the fupport of the govern
ment of this ifland, and the other moiety thereof to fuch perfon or perfons who 
lhall inform and profecute for the fame; and fhall alfo be committed to the 
common gaol for any time not exceeding twelve months. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the 
palling of this aft it may and lhall be lawful for any one of his Majefty's juftices of 
the peace in any of the parilhes or precinfts of this ifland, upon information, 
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complaint, or fufpicion verified by the affidavit of one or more credible witnefs or JAMAICA, 
witneffes, to his, her, or their knowledge or belief, to be fworn before any of his * ~ 
Majefty's juftices of the peace, or any judge or judges of the fupreme or aflize 
courts of this ifland, that any African or other perfon or perfons unlawfully im
ported as aforefaid is or are hired, employed, harboured, or entertained by, or is 
or are in anywife in the poffeffion of any perfon or perfons, or fuffered to remain 
or abide on any fettlement or property belonging to or in the poffeffion or under 
the care or management of any perfon or perfons as before mentioned, in his ri-
fpeftive parifh or precinft, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this aft, to 
affociate with himfelf two other juftices of the peace of the fame parifli or precinft, 
who together fhall inquire into the grounds of the faid information or complaint, or 
of the fufpicion as aforefaid ; and in cafe fuch information or complaint, or fuch fuf
picion, fhall appear to be probable and well founded, fliall caufe the perfon or perfons 
informed againft or complained of, or fo fufpefted, to be fummoned, to be and appear 
before them at fome time and place in fuch fummons to be fpecified, to anfwer to 
fuch information or complaint, or to be examined on the fubjeft of fuch fufpicion 
as aforefaid, and alfo all other perfons neceffary to give evidence concerning the 
matters charged in fuch information or complaint, or the fubjeft of fuch fufpicioh 
as aforefaid, to be examined touching their knowledge of the fame; and the perfon 
or perfons fo informed againft, complained of, or fufpefted, fhall be enjoined and 
commanded by the faid fummons to produce at the fame time and place before 
fuch juftices fo affociated, all and every or any fuch African or other perfon or 
perfons as he, fhe, or they fhall have in his, her, or their poffeffion, as a flave or 
flaves, or hired, employed, harboured, or entertained by him, her, or them, 
or in anywife abiding or being on his, her, or their fettlement or property, or on 
any fettlement or property in his, her, or their poffeffion in the right of any 
other perfon, or under his, her, or their care or management as aforefaid ; and 
in cafe it fhall appear on fuch examination and inquiry as aforefaid, to the fatis-
faftion of the faid juftices, that fuch African or other perfon or perfons hath or 
have been unlawfully imported from Africa or elfewhere, contrary to any of the 
prohibitions or provifions in this aft or the faid recited afts contained, and have 
been fold or difpofed of within the faid ifland as a flave or flaves, or placed, detained, 
and kept in a ftate of flavery, fuch African or other flave or flaves fhall, for the 
purpofe of condemnation merely, be deemed, taken, and adjudged to be unlaw-
fully imported flaves, and be liable to forfeiture in fuch and the fame way as 
if they had been proceeded againft and adjudged liable to forfeiture under 
the faid firft-recited aft ; and the faid juftices fhall accordingly proceed to condemn 
fuch African or other flave or flaves as forfeited to his Majefty, neverthelefs 
for fuch purpofes only as are mentioned and contained in the faid firft-recited 
aft concerning flaves and natives of Africa feized and condemned under the 
provifions of that aft. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any perfon 
againft whom any fuch information fhall be laid, and who fhall be fummoned as 
aforefaid, fhall keep his or her gates {hut, or fhall keep him or herfelf out of the 
way, or fecrete him or herfelf fo that the officer direfted to execute the faid fum
mons fhall not be able to ferve the fame perfonally, the affixing a copy thereof to 
the gate, or the leaving out fuch copy at the dwelling-houfe of fuch perfon, fhall 
(due proof thereon being made upon affidavit) be taken as a fervice thereof, and 
be deemed to be as good and valid in the law as if the original thereof had been 
exhibited to the perfon named therein. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That it may and fhall be 
lawful for the three juftices of the peace affociated as aforefaid, in cafe fuch perfon 
or perfons informed againft, complained of, or fufpefted as aforefaid, fhall not 
appear before them at the time and place required by the fummons aforefaid, upon 
due proof on oath being made of the fervice thereof as aforefaid, to iffue their 
warrant to the provoft marfhal or his lawful deputy, or any lawful conftable, for 
the apprehending and bringing before them fuch perfon or perfons, or to proceed 
in the examination of and adjudication upon the information or complaint in the 
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JAMAICA. abfence of the party complained of as aforefaid, as in their difcrerion fliall 
~ feem fit. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes wherein 
any fuch African or other perfon or perfons as aforefaid, fliall be refufed or neg-
lefted to be brought before the three juftices aflociated in the manner before 
direfted, by any perfon or perfons hiring, employing, harbouring, or entertaining, 
or having fuch African or other perfon or perfons in his, her, or their pofl'eflion, 
or fuffering fuch African or other perfon or perfons to remain or abide in his, her, 
or their fettlement or property, or on any fettlement or property in his, her, or 
their pofl'eflion in the right of any other perfon, or under his, her, or their care 
or management, when required fo to do by any fummons as aforefaid, or otherwife 
commanded by fuch juftices as aforefaid, it may and fliall be lawful for the faid 
juftices, and they are hereby required, to iffue their warrant for the apprehending 
and bringing before them all fuch African or other perfon or perfons as alorefaid, 
concerning whom fuch information or complaint as aforefaid fliall have been made, 
or fuch fufpicion as aforefaid fliall lie, or who fliall in anywife appear to fuch 
juftices to be on any fettlement or property belonging to any fuch perfon or perfons 
as aforefaid, or in his, her, or their pofl'eflion, or under his, her, or their care or 
management, which warrant fliall be direfted to the provoft marfhal or any of 
his lawful deputies or any lawful conftable, who are hereby directed and enjoined 
to execute the fame. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or per
fons fliall not on demand made open his, her, or their gates to any deputy marfhal 
or any conftable charged with any fuch warrant as aforefaid, it fliall and may be 
lawful for any fuch deputy marfhal or conftable (but neverthelefs in the prefence 
and under the direftion of a juftice of the peace) to break open the fame gates, in 
order to apprehend any African or other perfon or perfons concerning whom fuch 
information or complaint as aforefaid fliall have been made, or fuch fufpicion fliall 
lie, and fuch perfon or perfons fliall forfeit each the fum of one hundred and forty 
pounds for every African or other perfon or perfons fo proved to have been hired, 
employed,-harboured, or entertained by or in anywife in his, her, or their pofleflion, 
or fuffered to remain or abide on his, her, or their fettlement or property, or on 
any fettlement or property in or under his, her, or their pofl'eflion, care, or ma
nagement in the right of any other perfon, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
of this act, and who fliall not be produced as herein-before directed, and in cafe 
any perfon or perfons fliall otherwife refill any fuch officer in apprehending and 
taking up any fuch African or other perfon or perfons as aforefaid, under the au
thority hereby given and according to the meaning of this aft, every fuch perfon 
fo offending fliall forfeit the fum of one hundred and forty pounds for every fuch 
offence; and the juftices aforefaid are hereby authorized and empowered to 
commit the offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county wherein the 
offence fliall have been committed, there to remain without bail or mainprize 
until he, Ihe, or they fliall have duly paid the feveral penalties incurred as afore
faid, which penalties fliall be to His Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, for and 
towards the fupport of the government of this ifland. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in order to prevent 
any doubts arifing whether the aforefaid mentioned proceedings under the authority 
of this aft fliall be confidered as a criminal or a civil procefs, and in order to 
fuftain the legality of any warrant iffued to apprehend or commit fuch perfon or 
perfons as fliall offend herein, it is hereby declared, that every fuch procefs is 
and fliall be taken to be of a criminal nature; and that any fuch particular de-
fcription as fliall be fufficient to afcertain the perfon of any fuch African or other 
perfon or perfons unlawfully imported as aforefaid, or to difcriminate fuch from 
any others, fliall be deemed a fufficient fpecification of any fuch African or other 
perfon or perfons in any warrant iffued under and by virtue of this aft: Provided 
always, that if any levy be made or judicial or mefne procefs executed in any 
civil caufe, on occafion of the execution of any warrant iffued by virtue of this 
aft, every fuch levy, and the execution of every fuch procefs, fliall be null and 
void to all intents and purpofes: and that every perfon making fuch levy, or exe
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cuting or attempting to execute any fuch procefs, fhall be liable to anfwer for the JAMAICA, 
fame in damages to the party aggrieved thereby. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in any proceedings 
under the authority of this _ aft it fhall be lawful for the parties the fubjefts 
thereof, if defirous of fo doing, to appeal from the decifion of anyjuftice of the 
peace, affociated as aforefaid, before whom fhall have been tried any queftion 
touching any African or other perfon or perfons held or detained in flavery as 
aforefaid, to the governor, lieutenant-governor, or perfon exercifing the funftions 
of governor for the time being of this ifland, in council, on giving notice to that 
effeft to fuch juftices within the fpace of fourteen days next after fuch decifion 
fhall be made ; and fuch juftices are hereby required, on receiving fuch notice 
to tranfmit or caufe to be tranfmitted forthwith true copies of all fuch examinations 
and proceedings as have been had and taken in any fuch queftion, certified under 
their refpeftive hands and feals, to the governor, lieutenant-governor, or perfon 
exercifing the funftions of governor; whereupon he fhall caufe notice to beferved 
upon the^ perfon or perfons claiming any fuch African, or other perfon or perfons 
as aforefaid, and all other proper and neceffary parties to appear before him in 
council, together with fuch African or other perfon or perfons, for examination 
by an early day, to be for that purpofe appointed ; and the faid governor, lieu-
tenant-governor, or perfon exercifing the functions of governor, in council, fhall 
make fuch orders and regulations as fhall feem meet and expedient for fafe cuftodv, 
and difpofal, and fupport of any fuch African or other perfon or perfons, the 
fubjeft of any fuch queftion as aforefaid, until the fame fhall be finally determined, 
and fhall afterwards examine into the decifion of the faid juftices, and fhall make 
fuch order therein as fhall feem juft and proper. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon who 
fhall be fummoned to appear as a witnefs in purfuanee of this aft, and who fhall 
fail to appear at the time and place fet forth in fuch fummons as aforefaid, contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this aft, fhall, upon due proof upon oath being 
made of the fervice thereof, forfeit the fum of fifty pounds for every fuch offence. 

And it is hereby further enafted and declared by the authority aforefaid, 
That every perfon, who fhall bond jide attend, or be bond fide on his way to attend, 
or on his return from attending any juftice or juftices of the peace by virtue of any 
fummons for any of the purpofes of this aft, fhall be entitled to and receive the 
like privilege from arreft or detention under any civil procefs whatfoever, as any 
fuitor, party, or witnefs attending any court is by law entitled to receive; and if there
fore any perfon fhall be fo arrefted or detained, any judge of the fupreme court of 
judicature of this ifland, or juftice of aflize, on its being made to appear to his fatis-
faftion that fuch perfon fo arrefted or detained did bond fide attend, or was bond 

fide on his way to attend, or on his return from attending any juftice or juftices 
of the peace by virtue of any fummons for any of the purpofes of this aft, fhall 
and be and is hereby required forthwith to difcharge the perfon fo arrefted or 
detained. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That every perfon fo 
fummoned as a witnefs, or who fhall appear voluntarily before the faid juftices as 
a witnefs, and fhall thereafter refufe to be examined upon oath touching the matters 
and things in queftion before fuch juftices, they the faid juftices are hereby autho
rized and empowered to commit the offender or offenders to the common gaol of 
the county wherein the offence fhall have been committed, as for a contempt of 
court, for a period not exceeding three months. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any perfon 
fo fummoned or appearing before the faid juftices to give evidence as aforefaid 
fhall on examination be guilty of any falfe or wilful prevaricating, he or they being 
thereof lawfully convifted fhall incur and fuffer the pains and penalties inflifted 
by law on fuch perfons as fhall commit, or fhall fuborn any perfon to commit, 
unlawful and corrupt perjury. 
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JAMAICA. And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That after any condem-
nation of any African, or other perfon or perfons unlawfully imported as afore-
faid, under the provifions of the faid recited afts or of this prefent aft, the juftices 
by whom fuch condemnation fhall be made fhall certify the fame to the governor, 
or perfon exercifing the funftions of governor, of this ifland, to the end that fuch 
African or other perfon or perfons unlawfully imported may be dealt with accord
ing to the provifions of the faid firft-recited aft in fuch cafes. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the 
palling of this aft it fhall not be lawful for any negro arriving in any Ihip or 
velfel from any port without the faid ifland, in any port or place within the fame, 
otherwife than as herein-after is mentioned and permitted, to land without a permit 
in writing from the naval officer or his deputy of fuch port where the Ihip or velfel 
fhall have arrived (except fuch feafaring negroes as lhall be bond fide employed as 
mariners on board fuch Ihip or velfel), on pain, if free, of being liable to be appre
hended by any of his Majefty's fubjefts, and of being committed, by any jullice of 
the parifh wherein the offence lhall be committed, to clofe confinement in any of 
the gaols of this ifland for any period not exceeding three months, or if not free, 
of being committed by any juftice to the nearelt public workhoufe, and to be there 
kept for fafe cuftody and proteftion for a fpace of time not lefs than three months, 
and for the purpofe of further proceedings in their behalf, as they fhall feem expe
dient, and circumftances may require ; and in all fuch cafes the like reward and 
charges lhall be allowed to all perfons taking up any fuch negro or negroes fo 
tranfgreffing, as are allowed for taking up runaways by the laws now in force 
refpefting runaway Haves. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That from and after the 
paffing of this aft, the mafter or commander of any Ihip, velfel, or boat which 
lhall arrive in any port of this ifland from any port without the fame (except any 
Ihip, velfel, or boat of His Majefty) lhall immediately on his arrival declare 
upon oath in writing to the naval officer or his deputy of fuch port, whether there 
is or are to the belt of his knowledge any negro or negroes, or any flaves on board 
his velfel not being a negro or negroes or Have or flaves bond fide belonging to 
his faid velfel, and employed in navigating the fame ; and in his faid declaration lhall 
fpecify the number and fex or fexes of fuch negroes and fuch flaves, if any there 
be on board his faid velfel, the place or places where they were taken on board ; and 
in cafe, of flaves the name or names of their refpeftive owners or proprietors ; and 
fuch further particulars concerning them and each of them as lhall have come to 
his knowledge ; and lhall alfo at the fame time render on oath to the faid naval 
officer or his deputy an account and lift in writing of all fuch feafaring negroes and 
flaves on board the faid Ihip, velfel, or boat, as belong thereto, and are employed 
in navigating the fame. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the mafter or com
mander of any fuch Ihip, velfel, or boat fo arriving as aforefaid, who lhall refufe 
or neglect to make fuch declaration on oath, or to render fuch account and lift on 
oath as aforefaid, lhall for every fuch offence forfeit and pav the fum of one hun
dred and forty pounds for each and every fuch negro or other Have who lhall have 
been on board at the time of the arrival of fuch Ihip, velfel, or boat as aforefaid ; 
one moiety whereof lhall be to His Majefty His heirs, and fucceffors, for the fupport 
of the government of this ifland, and the other moiety to the informer or in
formers who lhall fue for the fame, to be recovered before any two magiftrates 
afting in and for the parilh in which fuch offence fhall have been committed ; and 
that it lhall be lawful for the collector and comptroller of the cuftoms of the 
port, and of the naval officer or his deputy, where fuch Ihip, velfel, or boat lhall 
have arrived, and they are hereby required and enjoined, to detain fuch Ihip-. 
velfel, or boat as aforefaid, until the fame lhall have been paid. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That it lhall not be lawful 
for any mafter or commander of any fuch Ihip, velfel, or boat arriving in any 
port of this ifland from any port without the fame, to land or fulfer to be 
landed any negroe or negroes, or any Have or flaves not being a negroe or 
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negroes, flave or flaves, bond fide belonging to the faid fhip, and employed JAMAICA. 
in navigating the fame (in which cafe all fuch negroes and flaves (hall be under— 
the regulations and re ft rift ions herein-before provided and declared for feafaring 
negroes and flaves employed in navigating vefiels to and from this ifland), without 
a permit in writing from the naval officer or his deputy, of fuch port where he 
(hall have arrived, under the pain of forfeiting the fum of one hundred and 
forty pounds for every fuch negro or flave fo landed; one moiety of which 
penalty (hall be to His Majefty, His heirs and fucceffors, for and towards the 
fupport of the government of this ifland, and the other moiety to the informer 
who fhall fue for the fame, and of fuffering the further punifhment of im-
prifonment, not exceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize, in the 
common gaol, on conviction of fuch offence before any three magiftrates of the 
parifh or precinft wherein it fhall be committed. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any fuch 
mafter or commander, or other perfon or perfons as aforefaid, fhall be guilty 
of any falfe and wilful prevaricating in taking the oath aforefaid, or fhall unlaw
fully and corruptly procure or fuborn any perfon to take the faid oath falfely, 
he or {he being thereof duly convicted fhall for every fuch offence incur the pains 
and penalties inflifted by law on all fuch perfons as fhall commit wilful perjury, or 
fhall procure or fuborn any perfon to commit any wilful or corrupt perjury. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the naval officer or his 
lawful deputy of the feveral ports of this ifland fhall be entitled, for taking the declar
ation of the mafter or commander of any fhip, veflel, or boat, and the account and 
lift as aforefaid, and for adminiftering the feveral oaths by this aft required (which 
oaths they or either of them are hereby authorized and empowered to adminifter), 
and for making out and granting the permit in writing for landing any fuch negro 
or negroes, or flave or flaves as aforefaid, to demand a fee of ten fhillings for every 
fuch negro or Have fo permitted to be landed, to be paid by the perfon applying 
for the fame, before fuch negro or negroes, flave or flaves, fhall be landed ; 
which fees fhall be in full compenfation to fuch naval officer and his deputies for 
the additional duty impofed on them by this aft. 

_ And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That the naval officer or 
his deputy of the feveral ports of this ifland fhall not grant to any mafter or com
mander of any fhip, veflel, or boat fo arriving as aforefaid, any permit before 
fuch declaration on oath has been made by the mafter as is herein-before men
tioned, under the penalty of one hundred and forty pounds for every negro or other 
flave, to be recovered in the fupreme court or either of the courts of "aflize in this 
ifland ; fuch penalty to be to the ufe of His Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, for 
the fupport of the goverement of this ifland. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any attempt 
fhall be made by any perfon or perfons fraudulently and clandeftinely to land any 
negro or negroes, or any flave or flaves, from on board any fhip or veflel in any 
port, harbour, bay, or creek, or elfewhere on the fea-coaft of this ifland, contrary 
to the faid recited afts or this prefent aft, it fhall and may be lawful to and for any 
of His Majefty's fubjefts, and he and they is and are hereby required to feize and 
apprehend any fuch negro or negroes, flave or flaves, and to carry him and them 
before the neareft inagiftrate, who fhall aflociate with himfelf two other juftices of 
the fame precinft, and who together fhall examine into the faft of fuch attempt 
to land fuch negro or negroes, flave or flaves ; and on due proof thereof (unlefs 
the fame fhall well and fatisfaftorily appear to have been caufed by fhipwreck or 
other unavoidable or irrefiftible neceflity), the faid juftices fhall forthwith adjudge 
and condemn fuch negro or negroes as unlawfully imported flaves, and as forfeited 
to the crown in the manner and for the purpofes before direfted in refpeft to 
natives of Africa, or others, unlawfully obtained in flavery, and condemned as 
flaves, forfeited to His Majefty by virtue of the faid recited afts and of this prefent 
aft. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes where 
any African or other perfon or perfons fhall be finally condemned as flaves to His 
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JAMAICA. Majefty's ufe under the provifions pf this aA, there fliall be paid by the re-
—: ceiver-general of this Ifland, or his lawful deputy, to the perfon or perfons who 

fliall inform againft any one offending againft the fame, fo as to lead to his or 
her conviAion, the fum of fifty pounds of current money of this ifland, for every 
African or other perfon that fliall be fo condemned as aforefaid ; and the faid jus
tice fliall, upon every fuch condemnation being made under the authority of this 
aA, iffue an order under their refpeAive hands and feals, direAed to the faid 
receiver-general, or his lawful deputy, for the payment of all fuch fum and fums of 
money by way of bounty as aforefaid, to which the perfon or perfons therein-
named fliall or may be refpeAively entitled. 

And be it further enaAed by the authority aforefaid, That if any perfon or per
fons fliall at any time be fued or profecuted for any thing by him or them done or 
executed in purfuance and under the authority of this aA, fuch aAion or profe-
cution fliall be commenced within three months next after the offence fliall have 
been committed, and that the defendant or defendants therein may plead the general 
iffue " not guilty," and give this aA and the fpecial matter in evidence at any trial 
to be had thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and under the 
authority of this aA; and if the fame fliall appear to have been fo done, that the 
jury fliall find a verdiA for the defendant or defendants ; and if the plaintiff or 
plaintiffs fliall become nonfuit, or fuffer a difcontinuance of his, her* or their 
aAion, or if a verdiA fliall pafs againft the plaintiff" or plaintiffs, the defendant 
or defendants fliall have treble cofts, and have the like remedy for the fame as 
any defendant or defendants hath or have for cofts of fuit in any other cafes 
by law. 

And be it further enaAed by the authority aforefaid, That no writ fliall be fued 
out^againft, nor any copy of any procels at the fuit of a fubjeA (ball be ferved on any 
juftice of the peace, or any perfon aAing under his orders or direAions, for any thing 
by him or them done in purfuance of this aA, or in the execution of or by reafon 
of the powers given them by this aA, until notice in writing of fuch intended writ 
or procefs fliall have been delivered to him or them, or left at the ufual place of his 
abode, by the attorney or agent for the party who intends to fue, or caufe the fame 
to be fued out or ferved, at leaft one calendar month before the filing out or ferving 
the fame ; in which notice fliall be clearly and explicitly contained the caufe of 
aAion which fuch party hath or claimeth to have againft fuch juftice of the peace, 
or other perfon aAing under his order or direAions as aforefaid, on the back of 
which notice ftiall be endorfed the name of fuch attorney or agent, together with 
the place of his abode ; and no plaintiff fliall recover any verdiA againft fuch juftice, 
or any perfon aAing under his order or direAions as aforefaid, in any cafe where 
the aAion Ihall be grounded, or any thing by him or them done under or in pur
fuance, or in execution, or by reafon of the powers by this aA given to him or 
them, unlefs it is proved upon trial of fuch aAion that fuch notice was given as 
aforefaid ; but in default thereof, fuch juftice, or other perfon aAing under his or 
dieir orders or direAions as aforefaid, fliall recover a verdiA and cofts as aforefaid; 
and no evidence fliall be permitted to be given by the plaintiff on the trial of any 
fuch aAion as aforefaid of any caufe of aAion, except fuch as is contained in the 
notice hereby direAed to be given as aforefaid. 

And be it further enaAed by the authority aforefaid, That in cafe any juftice of 
the peace, clerk of the peace, provoft-marfhal, deputy marftial, gaol-keeper, con-
ftable, naval officer, or his deputy, or any other perfon by whom any thing is 
direAed by this aA to be done and performed, Ihall reful'e to perform or fliall 
negleA his duty in any thing required by this aA to be done, for which default no 
penalty is herein-before provided, every fuch perfon fo offending fliall forfeit the 
fum of fifty pounds for every fuch negleA or refufal. 

And be it further enaAed by the authority aforefaid, That in all cafes wherein 
any penalty in this aA mentioned is direAed to be recovered before any juftice or 
juftices of the peace, fuch juftice or juftices are hereby empowered and enjoined to 
commit the offender or offenders on conviAion to the common gaol, there to re
main without bail or mainprize until fuch penalty or penalties fliall be duly paid, and 

that 
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that all penalties not herein directed how they fliall be recovered, {hall be recovered JAMAICA. 
in the fupreme court of judicature, or in the court of aflize of this ifland, by adtion ~~— 
of debt, b'll, plaint, or information, wherein, as alfo in all adlions or fuits brought 
for penalties herein-before exprefsly directed to be recovered in the fupreme court 
or courts of affize, 110 elfoin, protection, wager of law, imparlance, or injunction, 
fhall be granted or allowed, or non vult ulteriusprofequi be entered. 

Paffed this Council x3th De- I confent this Pafl"ed the Aflembly this 2d day 
cember 1816. ipth day of of December 1816. 

IV. Bullock, December James Lewis, 
Clerk of Council. 1816. Speaker. 

Manchejler. 
Vera copia exten. 

W. Bullock, Sec. 

ST. VINCENTS. 

No. 4. 
A BILL for eftablilhing a regiftry of negro and other Haves in the ifland '̂ VINCENTS, 

of St. Vincents and its dependencies. Preamble 

WHEREAS it is expedient that a periodical return of the feveral negroes and ^rmdlcTl'return of 
other flaves in thefe illands lhould be made from time to time for the purpofe negroes'and other 
of afcertaining the numbers and identifying the perfons of fuch negroes and Haves lhould be 
other Haves, and their progreffive increafe and decreafe : And whereas fuch returns taken from time to 

will be bell accomplifhed by means of a public regiftry being eftablifhed for the oTafcert ahftn g 1 he'ir 
regiftration and enrolment of the feveral negroes and other flaves in manner numbers and identi-
herein-after mentioned : May it therefore pleafe your mod Excellent Majefty fying their perfons. 
that it may be enadted, and be it enadled by Your Majefty's Governor in Council Such returns belt 
and Aflembly of this Your ifland of St. Vincent and its dependencies, and it is accomplifhed by the 

hereby enadted and ordained by the authority of the fame, That from and after 
the palling of this adt there fhall be eftablilhed in thefe illands a public regiftry the regiftration of 
for the regiftration and enrolment, in manner herein-after diredted, of the names fuch Haves, 
and defcriptions of all negroes, mulattoes, or others, who now are or at any Enafts that a public 
time hereafter fhall be held in a ftate of llavery within the faid ifland and its efta" 
dependencies, and who fhall be refpedtively regiftered or returned for regiftra- reu-iltratioVof all 
tion, as herein-after directed, on or before the from the negroes and other 
palling of this act. Haves to be regif

tered or returned 
2d. And be it further enadted, That the fecretary of thefe illands fhall provide the for regiftration on 

necelfary books, ftrongly and durably bound, for the purpofe of the regiftry, and or before the 
the enrolment herein-after diredted, in which books fhall be entered and regif- Kegiftry books to 

tered, as herein-after diredted, the names and defcriptions of all the flaves in p^X'of^hr tlie 

thefe illands. regiftry. 

•3d. And be it further enadted, That on or before the day of Qn or before the 
next, every perfon who fhall then be relident in thefe illands, day of 

and who fhall be in poflefiion of any flave or flaves within the fame, whether all perfons in 
as proprietor, mortgagee, truftee, fequeftrator and receiver, leflee, manager, liL^™ 
attorney, guardian, or committee, or in any other right or charadter whatever his( fcbedules thereof 
or her title, truft, or intereft in any fuch flaves or flave may be, fliall refpedtively upon 02th to the 
make and deliver, or caufe to be made and delivered in upon oath to the fecretary fecretary of thefe 

of thefe illands, or his lawful deputy, to be recorded by the faid fecretary, fuch tbne^wft'h 
fchedules, lifts, and particulars in writing, fubfcribed by him, her, or them, and tjie names, d'efcrip-
to be called his, her, or their return of flaves, as are herein-after mentioned ; (that tion, and other par-
is to fay), a lift or fchedule in writing, containing in the firft place his or her own Oculars of the 

name and defcription, and the name and defcription of fuch other perfon 01V ^turns.™3 'nsfuc 

(26.) G perfons, 


