
SLAVE LAWS OF JAMAICA 145

former act

itled, An actfor the protection , subsisting, clothing, and for the better Offences em
-order and government of slaves, and for other purposes , passed in the mitted under
year one thousand eight hundred and nine , was in force , shall be may be heardtii d , &c. as if
heard , tried , and determined , and such slave punished , in the
manner directed by the said act , and as if the same were now in
full force , and for which purpose only the said recited act shall be
considered as still in force .

it were still
in force.

S

.

CVIII . And be it further enacted , by the authority aforesaid ,
Commence .

That this act shall commence , continue , and be in force , from the rent of this
thirty -first day of December in the present year. (1816. )

act

"

*

ANNO 58° GEORGII III . CAP. 15,
Enacts , Clause 6. " That if any person whatsoever , not act
ing by or under the authority in writing of the governor or person
officiating as such , shall , after the passing of this act , sell or barter ,
or , with an evil intent , shall give , lend , or otherwise dispose of,
fo , or offer or attempt to furnish, sell, or barter , or suffer to be
taken or carried away by , any maroon , negro slave , or other slave ,

under any pretence whatsoever , any gunpowder , gun or guns , pis
tol or pistols, or other fire-arms of any description , or shall make
or repair any such gun or guns , pistol or pistols , or other fire
arms , for or belonging to any maroon , negro or other slave , or for

their use , every such person or persons , so offending , shall be guilty
of felony, without benefit of clergy ."
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CAP. 23.
Enatts , Clause 1.-" That , from and after the passing of this
act, the owner , manager , or overseer , of any property, who shall
omit to inform the coroner of the parish wherein such property is
situate, or, in the absence from home or sickness of such coroner ,
any justice of the peace of such parish , of the death of any slave
or other person who may suddenly die , or he slain , drowned ,
wounded , or poisoned , or may die by any cause or in any manner
otherwise than according to the common course of nature , on such
property , shall be indicted as and for a misdemeanor , and , on con
viction thereof in the supreme or assize court, shall be subject to
such punishment by fine or imprisonment , or both , as the court
may award : 191ovided , That such fine shall not exceed the sum Provise.
of five hundred pounds current money of this island , and such im
prisonment shall not exceed the space of six months ."

Clause 2.-" That the supervisor of every workhouse , and the
keeper of every gaol , who shall omit to inform the coroner of the
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to same
punishment ,
in case of ne
glect .

ersubjected parish wherein such workhouse or gaol is situate , or , in the absence
from home or sickness of such coroner , a justice of the peace of
such parish , of the death of any slave or other person who may
die in such workhouse or gaol , by any cause , or in any manner
whatsoever , shall be subject to such prosecution and punishment
as is hereinbefore mentioned ."

uddenly not
to be removed
or buried with
in a certain
time, but by
the direction
of coroner ,&c.

Clause 3.—" That no body of any slave or other person , which
Persons dying may suddenly die, or be slain, drowned , wounded , or poisoned ,

or die by any cause or in any manner otherwise than according to
the common course of nature , shall be buried or removed in less
than twenty four hours after such body shall have been found dead,
unless it shall be ordered so to be by the coroner for the parish , or
justice of the peace acting in the absence of such coroner ; and any
person or persons burying or removing any such body, without its
being so.ordered , shall be subject to such prosecution and punish
ment as is hereinbefore mentioned : Provided nevertheless , That
no body of any slave or other person , who may die by any sort of
death in any place of confinement , other than a workhouse or gaol,
shall be buried or removed until an inquest be held thereon , and
any person or persons , burying or removing such body as afore
said , shall be subject to such prosecution and punishment as is
herein before mentioned ."

Proviso .

*

Clause 4.-" That notice from any slave shall be deemed and
Anformation of taken to be sufficient to ground an inquiry , and such coroner shall
laves as to b
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-
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of one hundred pounds . "
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Clause 7.- " That no coroner shall receive any fee or mile -money
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or mile -monet
which such fee or mile -money is charged , and unless he shews to ceive no fe

e

the magistrates and vestry the inquisition , signed by all the jurors unless they
forming such inquest , that the body , on which such inquest was perform th

e

Held , was a fi
t subject for an inquest , and that the coroner himself selves .

held the same personally , and every magistrate and vestryman ,

consenting to pay such coroner , without his producing such inqui
sition , is hereby made . subject to the penalty o

f

one hundreds
pounds . "

•

Clause 8.— “ That , whenever any coroner cannot collect that
number , (twelve ) he shall annex to the proceedings an affidavit of his
having used his best endeavours to obtain a full jury , but could .

procure the number only named in the inquisition . "

+

*

Clause 9.- " That nothing herein contained shall be construed to

alter , vary , o
r

annul , any o
f

the acts o
f

this island , o
r

the laws o
f

England , respecting coroners and their duties , o
r any proceedings

against them , o
r touching their office , save and except as such acts

and laws , o
r any parts thereof , may b
e

varied o
r

altered by this
act , but the same shall be and continue as heretofore in full force . "
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Clause 10. " That all penalties by this act imposed shall be re
covered in the supreme court o

f judicature , by action o
f

debt , bill ,

plaint , o
r

information , except the offence shall be committed in the
counties o
f Surrey or Cornwall , in which case the action , infor

mation , o
r proceeding , shall originate in the supreme court , but sent .

for trial to the county where the offence was committed , and when
such penalty shall be recovered , it shall be applied , one half to the
use of the government of this island , and the other half to the in
former o

r prosecutor , who shall also be entitled to have his full
costs out o

f purse repaid him by the offender , under order and pro-
cess o

f

the supreme.court . "
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CAP . 24 .

Enacts , Clause 1.- " Thereas doubts have been entertained Preamble
whether under the one hundred and seventh section of the act ,

passed last year , entitled A
n

a
ct for th
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better regulation and government o
f

slaves ; for enlarging the powers of · ca
p
, 2
5 .

the council o
f

protection ; for preventing the improper transfer ofslaves ,

and for other purposes , any person o
r persons other than slaves can .

tried and punished for any offence committed during a former
act , which is thereby repealed : To obviate such doubts , ay it

therefore please your majesty that it may be enacted and de
clared , and it is hereby enacted and declared b

y your majesty's
DutifulT2


