
IBAHAMAS. 

No. 1. 

'MY LORD, Government House, Bahamas, loth IMay 1824^ 
AMONG the eleven Acts transmitted by this opportunity to your Lord- 

ship, there arc three which have reference to the Free and Slave-coloured 
people of this Colony, all of them intended and calculated to meliorate their 
condition in some degree. These Acts are intituled as follows: , 

cc An Act to grant the further extension of privilege to certain Free persons 
of Colour in certain cases.” 

<f An Act to suspend an Act, intituled 4 An Act to suspend an Act, in- 
.tituled 4 An Act to ascertain who shall not be deemed Mulattoes.’” 

44 And Act to amend and consolidate the several Slave Acts.” 
The first of these Acts admits the evidence of Free persons in all cases 

whatever, civil and criminal, with certain limitations as to the place of birth 
and residence of the Free person. Formerly, the evidence of any Free per- 
son of Colour was not received against a White person, except to prove 

■ debt. 
The second of these Acts suspends an Act which suspended, for fifty years, 

an Act which drew the line where persons of Colour above a certain number 
of degrees (three) removed from Black ancestry, should no longer, in the eye 
of the law, be deemed persons of Colour. 

The third of these Acts improves the condition of Slaves very considerably, 
and suspends the possibility, contained in former Acts, of depriving Free per- 

■sons of Colour of their freedom by process oflaw. The improvements con- 
tained in this .Act are agreeable to some .Resolutions of the House of Assem- 
bly, founded upon your Lordship’s letter of 9th July 1823, which had been 
•made at an early period of the Session, and of which I had the honour to 
transmit a copy to your Lordship, in No. 4 inclosure, in my dispatch of 12th 
‘December 1823 (No. 31 of’ 1823). One of those Resolutions, viz. that 
which was to empower persons having a 44 Legal interest in, and holding 

‘44 possession of, any Slave to manumit the same at his discretion, upon pay- 
44 ing into the public Treasury the full value, to be paid over to any person 
44 eventually entitled to the same by judgment, mortgage or otherwise,” was 
withdrawn, and an explanation, &c. substituted. I am inclined to think, 
however, that the chief dilficulty was in the protracted length of the session, 
and I am in hopes that it may in a short time be got over. 

Having thus stated to your Lordship what has been done by the Legisla- 
ture of the colony in favour of the v rec Coloured and Slave population, I 
may conclude with observing, that I am not of opinion there exists, among the 
generality of the inhabitants of this community, any disposition to oppose 
the immediate wishes of Government on the subject in question, from any 
spiteful principles, but on the contrary, they will hereafter be, found to go 

■further than they have done, when the matter becomes less novel to them. 
I have the honour to be, See. See. 

Right Honourable Earl Bathurst, (Signed) LEWIS GRANT. 
8$c. Sfc\ &;c. 

An Act for granting a further ewtension of privileges to certain Free persons 
of Colour in certain cases. 

WHEREAS it is reasonable and expedient that all tree persons of colour 
being Creoles, born within these islands or elsewhere, should be admitted 
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to your evidence in all cases, civil and criminal. May it please Your Majesty 
that it may be enacted, Be it therefore enacted, by his Excellency Lewis 
Grant, Esq. Major-General of Your Majesty’s forces, Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief, the Council and Assembly of Your Majesty’s Bahama 

Testimony of islands, and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the authority of the same; 
all Negroes that from and after the passing of (his act, all Negroes, Mulattoes, and other 

of1 ^Colour Persons oolour, born free within these islands, and all other Creole Negroes, 
born free,rni- Mulattoes, and persons of colour born free, although not born within these 
mined in’any islands, but who shall have been resident therein for the space of five years, 
of the Courts shall and lawfully may be admitted and received to give evidence in any pro- 
k®10, cess, suit, or trial of any nature or kind whatsoever, in any of the Courts ot 

Law or Equity within these islands, or before any Coroner or Magistrate. 

Testimony of II, And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all Creole 
all manumit- Negroes, Mulattoes, and other persons of colour born within these islands, or 

ofteMmidi elsewhere, although not free at the time of their birth, but who shall 
enjoyed free- have been lawfully manumitted by bequest, deed of gift, or otherwise, and 
dom for five who shall have actually and bond Jide enjoyed a state of freedom for the 
years, and Spacc of five years at least, within these islands, and professing the Christian re- 

tiif'cinSan l»g>onj shall be admitted to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of per- 
religion, ad. sons of colour born free within these islands, within the intent and meaning 
mined in all of this act: provided, however, that no such manumitted person or persons, 
Courts. s|iau allowed to give evidence of any treason, felony, misdemeanour, or 

other offence against the peace, or trespasses with force, which may be or 
shall have been committed, or alleged to have been committed, previous to 
their emancipation. 

Act not to HI. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no part of 
be construed ac^ silun lJ0 so construed as in any way whatsoever to inclutle any 

Natives of Negroes, Mulattoes, and other persons of colour, being natives of Africa, or 
Afika. any of the islands contiguous thereto, in the privileges granted to other Ne- 

groes and free persons ot colour by this Act. 

Such evi- IV. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that no person 
dcncc not to Gr persons to be admitted as witnesses under and by virtue of this act, shall 
be received jJC nuowc(i to give evidence of any treason, felony, misdemeanour, or 

act'*commit- other offence against the peace, or trespasses with force, which may have 
ted before the committed, or alleged to nave been committed, at any time previous to the 
passing of passing of this act, in any Court of Law or Equity, or before any Magistrate, 
this Act. Coroner, or otherwise, in any manner whatsoever, any thing herein before con- 

tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

PemUtv on V. And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any Free 
committing Negroe, Mulatto, or other free person of colour, shall wilfully and know- 
perjury. ingly commit perjury before any Magistrate or Coroner, or in any .suit or 

trial where he or she shall give fiis or her testimony, in any Court of Law or 
Equity within these islands, in any matter whatsoever, such person or per- 
sons being thereof convicted, shall sufler all the pains, penalties, and disa- 
bilities consequent, according to law, on a conviction for wilful and corrupt 
perjury in other cases. 

Passed the House of Assembly, December 3d 1823, 
Ls. KERR, Speaker. 

Passed the Legislative Council, 8th December 1823, 
WM. VESEY MUNNINGS, President. 

Assented to 28th January 1824, 
LEWIS GRANT. 
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