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petson in possessiont shall be entitled to receive mile-money, at the rate of
one shilling per mile, for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile for
every mile afterwards, and a sum not exceeding three shillings and four-
pence per diem, for each and every day such Slave shall have been absent
from home, for the purpose of attending at the court, as a compensation
or the loss of the labour of such Slave : and the judges presiding at the
trial, upon application made to them in court after the trial, are hereby
authorized, if they shall deem it equitable and right, under the circum-
sances of the case, to assess the amount of such mile-money and com-
censation, and grant a certificate thereof under their signature ; and such
certificate, after being approved of by the commissioners of public accounts,
shall be paid by the receiver general to the person or persons to whom such
certificate shall be granted : and in order to remove as much as possible any
temptation to commit perjury, by those Slaves who shall be required to give
evidence, Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that the court shall
not be at liberty to exercise the power given by this Act, for declaring
any Slave free, and discharged from all manner of servitude, where the
owner of such Slave has been convicted of particular offences, if any Slave
shall have been sworn upon the trial, as a witness on the part of the pro-
secution, And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if
any Slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving evidence upon
any of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, such Slave shall be liable
to be tried therefore, and upon conyiction thereof, shall be sentenced to
hard labour in the workhouse, or to stand in the pillory, for such time as
the court shall direct, or to whipping, or to all or either of such punishment,
at the discretion of the court. And it is hereby enacted by the authority
aloresaid, that the Slaves, whose attendance are required as witnesses, shall
be protected in their persons, from all civil process whatsoever, in going
lo, attending at, and returning from such examinations or trials, as are
herein before mentioned, and that such Slaves shall, during such time, not
be liable to be levied on for debt or otherwise,
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No. 11.

My Lorp, . King’s House, Jamaica, 8th January 1827,

WITH a reference to my despatch of 23rd ultimo, I have now the
honour to enclose an authenticated copy of the Act, entitled ““ An Act to
alter and amend the Slave Laws of this Island,” passed in the last session.

I have the honour to be,
&e. &e. 7 &c.

(Signed) MANCHESTER.
The Right Honourable the Earl Batlurst, K. G. -

&ci- e &e. &c_.

An Act to alter and amend the Slave Laws of this Island.

Preavpre.—WHEREAS it is expedient that the laws now in force, re-
lating to Slaves, should be revised and consolidated, and other provisions
be enacted to promote their religious and moral instruction, and by
means whereof their general comfort and happiness may be increased
as far as is consistent with due order and subordination, and the well-being
of this colony. | ‘

1.—May it therefore please your Majesty that it may be enacted. Be
1t therefore enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of this your
Majesty’s island of Jamaica, that from and after the commencement of this
‘Act,an Act entitled, *“ An Act for the Subsistence, Clothing, and the
better Regulation and Goyernment of Slaves ; for enlarging the Powers
of the Council of Protection, for preventing the improper fransier of Slaves,
“and for other Purposes,” passed the nineieenth day of December, in the

Mltyseventh year of the xeign of his late Majesty King George the Third ;
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also an Act, entitled “ An Act to amend the Slave Act, ‘by -altering the
Mode of carrying into Exceution the Sentence of Death on Slaves,” p 1s~,ed
the fourth day of December,in the second year of the reign of hig present
Majesty King George the Fourth; also an Act, ‘entitled ¢ An Act to take
away Clemy “from Offenders in Rape on Slaves,” passed the eleventh day of
December, in thie fourth year of the reign of his plcacnt Majesty King
the Fourth ; also an Act, entitled “ An Act for removing Impediments o
the Manumission of Slaves, by Owners having only a “limited Interest,”
passed the eighteenth day of December, in the fifth year of fhe
reign of his plesent Majesty King George, the Fourth ; also an A,
entitled * An Act to prevent. Levies on Slaves on batulddy,” passed the
eightecnth day of December, in the fifth year of the reign of his present
Maleqty King George the F I‘oulth and also an Act, entitled * An Actb
enable Slaves to receive Bequests of Money or other personal. Hstate,”
passed the twenty-first day of December, in the sixth year of the 101rrnof
his present Majesty King George the Fourth, shall be and stand u,pcaled
and the same are herebv rcpealed accmduwly
2.—Whereas doubts may be entertained, whether the Act of the 23l
George 111, cap. 8, has been repealed by any Act or Acts heretofor
passed, in order to put an end to such doubts, be it enacted by the au.
thority aforesaid, that nothing in any Aect heretofore passed, or nothing in
this Act conta.mcd shall 1epeal the said mentioned Act, butthat the same
shall be in as full force and virtue as if the said several Acts had never
been made.
3.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all owners,
proprietors, and possessors, and in their absence the managers or overseer
of blaves, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour the mstl uction of their
Slaves in the punmplca of the Christian religion, whereby to facilitate their,
-conversion, and shall do their utmost endeavours to fit. them for haptism,
-and as soon as conveniently can be, cause to be baptized all such as they
can make sensible of the duty to God and the Christian Faith; which
ceremony the clergyman of the respective parishes are. to pmtonn whe,
‘required, without fee or reward. |
4.—And be it further enacted by the authority. aforesaid, that it qlmll ,
and may be lawful for any Slave or Slaves, who has or have been baptized,,
who may be desirous of entering into the holy state of matrimony, to aply,
to any clergyman of the estabilished church to solemnize, such marriage;
who is hereby required to perform the same without any fee or reward, i
such clergyman'shall, upon examination of  such. Slaves, consider them o
have a proper and adequate knowledge of the nature and obligation of such
a contract, provided always that such Slave shall produce to the clergym,
a permission in writing from his ownper, or fiom the legal 1cplescntatwe of,
his owner, for that purpose.
9.—And whereas, by the ninth scctlon of the mghth George the Sccond
chapter fifth, it is enacted * that whenever hereafier, any. blave or Slaves,
- taken on any writ of wendition: shall be cxposed to Sale, the provost marshal,
or his deputies respectively, shall'sell all suchSlaves singly, unlessin cases of
families, in which case, and in no other, the said provost malshal or.any of
his deputies, may set up to sale such fdlmly or families, consisting of a m
and his wife, his or their children;” and whereas it seems noces-nuyful
ther to enforce this provision: Be it therefore enacted by the authonty,
~aforesaid, that in all cases where a levy shall'be made by any depufy mar
‘shal, or collectm{r constable of a family or families, each, famlly shall be,
sold together and in ‘one lot: Provided always that nothuw in this Act
contained shall be understood to interfere. with levies-on mumdual Sla‘.’(‘.a,
nor be construed to authorize excessive levies.,
6.—And be it further enacted by the authority. a{'mesald that no ywhit
persons, or persons of free condition, shall expose on a Esunday, after e
hour of eleven orclock in the forenoon, any goods or. provisions for sl
in any market, or in any shop or other places, under a pcnalty not, ex:
“ceeding five pounds jor every offénce, to be recovered,in a, summary
manner before any two magistrates ; and. if any. Slave «do comnit sicl
offence, the goods so exposed to be forfeited by oxder of any lustlcco e
peace, for the benefit of the poor of the parish where such offence is com
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mitted; provided that nothing herein shall extend to prevent the keeping
open any druggist’s shop, tavern or lodging-house, or the sale of fresh
meat and fresh fish or milk, on bunday ; such sale, however, not to take
place in any town or place during the hours appointed for the celebration
of divine service therein : Provided always, that sufficient notice be given
in the market, that the hour for closing it has arrived.

7—Whereas it is expedient to render the Sabbath as much as possmle
aday of rest and for religious worship: and whereas it would be right
and proper that the Slaves should be protected on some other day in the
week besides Sunday, from being taken or levied upon for debt under any
process issuing out of any of the “courts of justice in this island, or by col-
lecting constables for taxes: Be it' thercfore enacted by the authority’
aforesald that it shall not be lawful to make any levy upon any Negro or
any other Slave on Saturday, and that they shall be exempt from all such
process, and also from levies by collecting constables, for taxes on that
day the same as on Sunday.
8.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after the commencement of this Act, the Slaves belonging to or employed
on any plantation or settlement shall, over and above the holydays herein-
after to be mentioned, be allowed one day in every fortnight to cultivate
their own provision grounds, exclusive of Sundays, except during the time
of crop, under the penalty of twenty pounds to be recovered against the
overseer or person having the care of such Slaves: Provided always, that
the number of days so allowed to the Slaves for the cultivation of their
grounds, shall be at least twenty-six in the year.
9.—And whereas much mischief is occasioned by persons employing the

Slaves of others : Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after the commencement of this Act, no person or persons whomsoever
shall employ the Slave or Slaves of others for any reward or hire to be
paid to them on the Sunday or any other day allowed such Slave by law,
without the consent in writing of such owner or owners or overseers, first
had and obtained, under a penalty not exceeding five pounds for each
Negro so hired or employed; such penalty to be recovered in a summary
manner, by warrant under the hands and seals of two magistrates of the
‘parish in which the property is situated where the offence shall have been
committed ; and in- case of non-payment of such penalty, to commit the
offender or offenders to the common gaol of the county in which such
offence shall have been committed, for a space not exceeding twenty days,
oruntil such penalty shall be paid; and such penalty shall be for the benefit
of the party, proprietor, or possessor of such Slave complaining, in case such
offence shall be proved by a disinterested person; and in case such
offence shall be proved by the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such
Slave, such penalties shall be for the benefit of the poor of the parish in
which the same offence shall be committed.

10.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that during the crop,
not only shall the Slaves, as heretofore, be exempted from the labour of
the estate or plantation on Sundays, but that no mills shall be put about
orworked between the hours of seven o’clock on Saturday night and five
dclock on- Monday morning, under the penalty of twenty pounds, to be
recovered against the overseer or other person having the charge of such
Slaves.

[1.—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every master,
owner, or possessor of any Slave or Slaves, or his or her overseer or
chief manager,- shall, under the penalty of ten pounds for each neglect,
cause the condltlon of the 1 Negro grounds to be inspected once. in every
month at least, in order to see that the same are cultivated and kept up in
3propf‘3 manner, of which oath shall be made as in this Act is hereafter
irecte

12—And whereas ‘it may happen that on some plantatlons, penns,
seftlements, and towns in this island, there may not be, lands proper for
the cultivation of provisions, or where by reason of  long: centinuance of
dry weather, the Negro grounds may be rendered unploduetlve, then, and

in that case, the masters, owners, or possessors, do by some other Wa}’b and
U _
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means make good and ample provision for all such Slaves as they shall be
possessed of, equal to the value of three shillings and four pence currency
per week for each Slave, in order that they may be properly supportedand
maintained under the penalty of fifty pounds. |
13.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that everyowner,
master or possessor of Slaves shall once in every year provide, andgiveto
cach Slave they shall be possessed of proper and sufficient clothing, tobe
approved of by the justices and vestry of the parish where such masto,
owner, or possessor of such Slaves shall reside, under the penalty of five
pounds for each Slave for whom such clothing shall not be provided, to be
recovered in a summary manner hefore three justices of the peace.
14.—And be it further enacted by the authority = aforesaid, that evey
master, owner, proprietor, or possessor of Slaves, his or her overseer, o
chief manager, at their giving in an account of their Slaves and stockty
the justices and vestry, on the twenty-eighth day of March in every yar,
or at the vestry which shall bé held next after that day, shall underfhe
penalty of one hundred pounds for every neglect, give in an account.m
oath of the nature and quantity of the clothing actually served to e
Slave on such plantation, penn, or other settlement for the approbationd
the justices and'vestry as aforesaid ; and shall likewise at the same tine
declare on oath, that he has inspected, or caused to be inspected, the
Negro grounds (where such Negro grounds are allotted) of such plan-
tation, penn, or settlement, according to the directions of this Act,ad
that every Negro on the property is sufficiently provided with grounds;a
where there are no Negro grounds, such ample provision as hereinbefor
directed.
15.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that whe
the number of Slaves belonging to any master, owner, or possessor, shil
not exceed forty, and such master, or owner, shall not comply with the
enactments contained in the two foregoing clauses of this Act, the justiees
and vestry of the parish where such master, owner, or possessor of sicl
Slaves reside, shall have power and authority to impose a penalty nt
exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in a summary manner before any
of his Majesty’s justices of the peace by distress and sale of the offenders
goods and chattels. : il
16.—And whereas by the usage of this island, Slaves have always be
permitted to possess personal property, and it is expedient that sub
laudable custom should be established by law : Be it therefore enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that if any owner, possessor, or any other persor
whatsoever, shall wilfully and unlawfully take away from any Sl
Slaves, or inany way deprive or cause any Slave or Slaves to be deprived!
any species of personal property by him, her, or them lawfully possesstd,
such person or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten poundsoveran
above the value of such property so taken away as aforesaid, the same tole
recovered under the hands and seals of any three justices of the peat
before whom the complaint shall be laid and the facts proved: Providel
nevertheless, that nothing in this Act shall be construed or deemed b
authorize any trespass, or to allow any Slave or Slaves to turn looseor
keep on his owner’s, or other person’s property, any horses, mares, muls
asses, cattle, sheep, hogs, or goats, without the consent of his ownera
person:in possession of such lands being first had and obtained.
_ 17.—Whereas it is expedient that the owners of Slaves or other perss
should have it in their power to reward the fidelity of Slaves, or fo m
them bequests as a reward for their services or good conduct: Beil
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any pecuniary beques
or legacy of a chattel to a Slave, shall be deemed and considered to be:
valid and Jegal bequest or legacy, and the executor or executors, of ot
representative of the testator, shall be authorized to pay the amountf
such legacy, or to deliver such chattel to the Slave: Provided alwas, fiu
nothing herein contained shall be deemed to authorize the institution o
any - action or suit at law or in equity, for the recovery of such legacyor
to make it ne€essary to make any Slave or Slaves a defendant or defen
dants to a suit in equity. \ g
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' 18.—And in order that further encouragement may be given to the in-
crease and protection of negro infants, be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, that every female Slave who shall haye six children living, or
. who having raised from infaney, and during the period of nurture, a child -
_or children of deceased mothers, and which shall continue to live with her
as her adopted child or children, shall have of her own, and of such so
raised and adopted child or childien, six children living, shall be exempted -
from all hard labour in the field or otherwise, and the owner or possessor
of every such female Slave, shall be exempted from all manner of taxes for
such female Slaves, anything in the Act commonly called the Poll Tax
Law, or any other of the tax laws of this island, passed or annually to be
passed to the contrary notwithstanding, and a deduction shall be made for
all such female Slaves from the taxes of such owner or possessor by certifi-
cate of the justices and vestry : Provided nevertheless, that proof be given
onoath; to the satisfaction of the said justices and vestry, not only that the
requisite number of children, together with the mother or adopted mother
are living, but also that the mother is exempted from all manner of field or
hard labour, and is provided with the means of an easy and comfortable
maintenance.
19.~~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no mas-
ter, owner, or possessor of any Slave or Slaves whether in his or her own
ight, or as attorney, guardian, trustee, executor, or otherwise, shall -
discard or turn-away any such Slave or Slaves on account or by reason
of such Slave or Slaves being rendered incapable of labour or service
to such master, owner, or possessor, by means of sickness, age, or
infirmity, but every such master, owner, or possessor, as aforesaid, shall
be'and he is hereby obliged to keep all such Slave or Slaves upon his,
her, or their properties, and to find and provide them with sufficient cloth-
ing, wholesome necessaries of life, and not suffer such Slave or Slaves as
aforesaid, to' be in want thereof, or to wander about and become burden-
some to others for sustenance, under the penalty of twenty pounds for
every such offence, to be recovered in a summary manner before any three
justices of the peace in this island, who are hereby authorized, empowered,
and required to cause such master, owner, or possessor, his, her, or their
attorney or agent, and such other persons as they shall judge necessary, to
besummoned before them, to enable them to judge and determine of the
propriety of such information, and whether such master, owner, or posses-
sor, ought to incur the said penalty ; and in the mean time, and until such
trial can be had, the said justices of the peace, upon thir own view, or upon
the information of any white or free person on oath, are hereby empowered
and required to take up such wandering, sick, aged, or infirm Slave or
Slaves, and to lodge him, her, or them, in the nearest workhouse, there to
be clothed and fed, but not worked, at the expense of the master, owner,
or possessor, until such trial as aforesaid can be had ; and if it shall appear
' tothe said justices on such trial, that the party or parties so complained of,
is or are guilty of the said offence, and shall refuse to pay the said sum of
twenty pounds and the fees of such workhouse, for the maintenance of such
Slave or Slaves, together with the charges of clothing and of the conviction,
the said justices are hereby required and empowered under the penalty of
twenty pounds forthwith, by warrant under their hands and seals, directed
to the constable, to commit such offender or offenders to the common gaol
of the county or parish where thé offence shall be committed, there to re-
main until he, she, or they, shall pay the said sum of twenty pounds and
charges as aforesaid, one moiety of which said fine shall be paid to the in-
former, who is hereby declared to be a.good witness, and the other moiety
shall be paid into the hands of the churchwardens of such parish for the poor
of the said parish, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.
90.—And whereas from the decease and change of residence of many pro-
prietors of Slaves and other circumstances, and from the manumission of .
Negro, Mulatto, and other Slaves, without any suitable provision being made
for their future maintenance, many unhappy objects afflicted with contagi-
ous distempers, or disabled for labour by sickness, age, and otherwise, and
having no owners, prove dangerous, or become a burden or nuisance to the
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several towns and parishes of this island'; for remedy’ whereof, be'it futher
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the’ justices and vestrymen of the
several towns and parishes in this island, be empowered to lay a taxupo
the several towns and parishes in the same manner as' the ‘parochial tixs
are usually laid for'the purpose of raising' such'a sum as they shall5idg
sufficient to provide for the maintenance, clothing, medical care, and atfe
dance in the workhouses or other convenient places of the said several'towtiy
and parishes of this island, of such Negro, Mulatto, or other Slayes/
or other unhappy objects as aforesaid’; and the magistratesresfie
tively of such town and parish are hereby empowered and required’upot
application being made to them, or either of them, or upon view, toordé'
all such objects as aforesaid, to be removed and conveyed to the respectié
workhouses of each parish, where (if a Slave) the former proprietor or to-
prietors, owner or owners of such Slave lived or resided ; or if a personmart-
mized ormade free, of the parish wherein the owner or owners conimonly resid
ed, or the property was situated to whom or to which such manumized person
belonged immediately previous to the execution of such manumission ot
such manumission be by will, immediately previous to the decease of it
testator or testatrix, there to be lodged and taken care of as aforesaid Vi’
the magistrates and vestries of the several towns and parishes as’aforesiit,
are hereby empowered and required to make from time to ‘time all'sudi’
humane and salutary regulations for the purposes aforesaid, asto theti sl
seem necessary and expedient, and the keeper of the workhouse insuch
parish to which such Slave or free person shall'be sent by warrant fron 4!
other parish, shall be obliged to receive the same under the “penalfy '
twenty pounds. - L ranirartbiin ik
21.—And it is hereby enacted and declared, that every'parish in this
island to which any manumized person 'shall be removed in" purstiance’of’
this Act, or any clause of any former Act for this purpose, as to the phdt’
of the legal settlement of such person, shall be entitled ‘to ' claimall
advantages to be derived by law, from the security bond directed” to e’
entered into and given, in and by an Act passed m the fifteenth yedr'of
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, entitled “«Aq A’
for regulating the Manumission of Negro, Mulatto, ‘and other'Slaves; il
to oblige the Owners to make a Provision for them during their Lives,” by
any person or persons ‘manumizing any Slave orf Slaves to’the'
churchwardens of whatsoever parish such bond may have! been givén, is'
fully as if the same had been entered into’ to  the churchwardens'of the
parish to which such manumized person shall become burdensome; /!
22.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,”that all
owners or others who may manumize such Slaves as are old, infirm, o'
unable to work for their maintenance, -are hereby obliged to provide fii'
such maintenance, by allowing each and every such Slave at thé rate'sf’
ten pounds per annum, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, )t
recovered in Grand or Assize Courts, and to be paid over to the' chiurchwir
dens of the parish where such Slave may reside, which parish shall’affé’
the recovery of such sum, provide for, and pay the sum ‘of ten pounds-
nually for the support of such Slave. ' ke
23.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatin cas
any goods, chattels, or Slaves, belonging to the owners of such old, infith,
and deserted Slaves as aforesaid, who shall have become  burdensofe t
any parish for support, shall thereafter be found in any part of ‘this island
it shall and may be lawful for the churchwardens of every such pafish, o
recover the full amount of all expenses to which such parish ‘shall, af 4y
time, have been put on account of any such deserted Slaves, before’an
three justices of the peace of the parish or precinct wherein such'gio,
chattels, or Slaves shall be found, by distress and sale of the same.” "*
24.—And whereas it sometimes happens that aged, infirm, “and disabled
Slaves, belonging to the éstates of insolvent debtors, remain in the cifstody
of the provost marshal of this island, or his deputies, without a possibility
of the same being sold for the benefit of the creditors of ‘such’éstates:
Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that upon proof being iatle'or
oath by any deputy marshal, before any three magistrates of the district

Y
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wherein  he shall hold his appointment, that any Slave or Slaves of the
above  description, has or have been in his custody for more than six
months thereto preceding, that such Slave or Slaves have been repeatedly
put up to sale by public outery, that no bidder has offered to purchase the
same, and that there is no probability of his or her being sold, it may and
shall be lawful for the said three magistrates to make an order, under their
hands and seals, for the remoyal of such Slave or Slaves to the parish
wherein the owner of such Slave or Slaves resided, at or immediately
hefore the time when he or she took the benefit of the Act for the Relief
of Insolvent Debtors, now in force or hereafter to be in force, there to be
maintained and provided for according to the direction of this Act, herein-
before declared. .

95—And it is hereby enacted, that such order being recorded in the’
office of the clerk of the peace of the precinct, wherein the gaol of such
deputy marshal as aforesaid shall be situated, shall be deemed and taken
inall the courts of this island, as a complete and perfect acquittal of all
demands, claims, suits, and actions of, every kind, on or against such pro-
yost marshal, or any of his deputies, as may or shall be made, instituted,
or preferred by any person or persons whatsoever, on account or by reason
of the removal of any such Slaye or Slaves as aforesaid, out of his or their
astody: Provided always, that if such Slave should at any time there-
after recover and become saleable, it shall be the duty of the supervisor of
the workhouse in which such Slave is confined, to report the same to the
provost, marshal. general, and thereupon the supreme court shall order
such Slave to be sold by the provost marshal for the benefit of the insol-
vent’s estate, | '

96,—And whereas Negroes afflicted with the yaws, cocobay, or other con-
tigious diseases, are sometimes permitted to leave their master's property,
ad travel about the country to the great annoyance of the public, and of
those: in the neighbourhood: Be it enacted, that ‘every owner or pro-
prigtor of Slaves, or his, her, or their overseer, as the case may be, permitting
the same,  shall forfeit the sum of twenty pounds for every such offence,
{o be recovered in a summary manner, before any three ‘magistrates, one
noiety of which to be paid to the informer, and the other moiety to the
curchwardens of the poor of the parish in which the offence shall be com-
mitted ; and which forfeiture shall be recovered on oath of the informer or
olher person complaining, to be levied by warrant of the said magistrates,
who.on refusal or failure of payment are hereby authorized to commit the
delinquent to the county or nearest gaol until paid. .

97—And be it therefore enacted, that every field Slave on any planta-
fion or-settlement, shall on work days, be allowed half an hour for
breakfast, and two hours for dinner ; and that no Slave shall be compelled
to any manner of field-work upon the plantation before the hour of five in
the morning, or after the hour of seven at night, except during the time
of crop, under the penalty of fifty pounds, to be recovered against the
overseer or other person having the charge of such Slaves.

98.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that for the
future all Slaves in this island shall be allowed the usual number of holy-
days, that were allowed at the usual seasons of Christmas, Easter, and
Whitsuntide ; provided that at every such respective season, no more than
three holydays shall be allowed to follow or succeed immediately one after
the other, any law, custom, or usage, to the contrary notwithstanding.
And if any master, owner, guardian, or attorney of any plantation or set-
lement, or the overseer of such plantation or settlements, shall presume at
the seasons: aforesaid to allow any holydays to any Slaves onany such plan-
tation or settlement, other than is directed by this Act to be given, every
person s offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds.

99—And in order to encourage Slaves to detect runaways: Be it en-
atted by the authority aforesaid, that every Slave or Slaves that shall inform -
against any person who shall have or conceal any runaway Slave or Slaves,
s {hat such runaway Slave or Slaves may be taken and restored to his, her,
ortheir owner or-owners, or be committed to any workhouse, every such
Slave or Slayes so informing shall-b%: entitled to such reward ag any justice
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shall think just and reasonable, and be paid by such person or personsas
such justice shall determine ought to pay the same, not less thantyenty
shillings nor exceeding forty shillings, to be enforced by a warrant.under
the hand and seal of such justice. .
30.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave or Slaves shall kill or take any Slave or Slaves in. actual rebellion,
he or she shall receive from the churchwardens of the respective parishes
where such Slave or Slaves shall have been killed, the sum of thie
pounds, and the sum of five pounds if taken alive, and a blue cloth o,
to be paid and furnished by the churchwardens of the respective parishes
where such Slave or Slaves shall have been killed or taken, the wholeex
pense whereof shall be re-imbursed by the receiver-general for the time
being, out of any monies in his hands unappropriated. |
3l.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatif any
person hereafter shall, with malice aforethought, kill or murder any Negro
or other Slave, such personso offending shall, on conviction, be adjudged
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, and shall suffer death accord:
ingly for the said offence: Provided always, that such conviction; shil
not extend to the corrupting the blood, or the forfeiture of lands and tene.
ments, goods or chattels; any law, custom, or usuage to the contrary. theresf
in anywise notwithstanding. S ot ey
32. —And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
person or persons shall at any time after the commencement of this Ad,
unlawfully and carnally know and abuse any female Slave under theag
of ten years, every such unlawful and carnal knowledge shall be felony,
and the offender thereof, being duly convicted, shall suffer as a felon; with.
out benefit of clergy. ' : |
33.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
person or persons shall at any time, after the commencement of thisAd,
commit a rape on any female Slave, then and in every such . case, every
person being thereof lawfully convicted, shall be deemed guilty of felopy,
and suffer death without benefit of clergy: Provided always, thatnothin
herein contained shall extend to the corrupting the blood or the forfeitue
of lands or tenements, goods, or chattels ; any law, custom, or usagefo
the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. _ |
34.—And in order to prevent any person from mutilating, dismembering,
or cruelly beating or confining any Slave or Slaves; ' Be it further enacied
by the authority aforesaid, that if any master, mistress, owner, possess,
or other person whatsoever shall, at his, her, or their own will and pleasur,
or by his, her, or their direction, or with his, her, or their knowledg,
sufferance, privity, or consent, mutilate or dismember any Slave or Slay,
or wantonly or cruelly whip, maltreat, beat, bruise, wound, or imprism,
or keep in confinement without sufficient support, or brand any Slayor
Slaves, he, she, or they shall be liable to be indicted for such offencein
the Supreme Court of Judicature, or in any of the Assize Courls, o
Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island ; and upon conviction shall e
punished by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or imprisonment,not
exceeding twelve months, or both, for each and every Slave so mutilated
or dismembered, punished, or confined, and such punishment is declaredfo
be without prejudice to any action that could or might be brought at com:
mon law for recovery of damages, for or on account of the same, in case
such Slave or Slaves shall not be the property of the offender.  Andin
atrocious cases, where the owner of such Slave or Slaves shall becon
victed of such offence, the court before whom such offender shall have
been tried and convicted, are hereby empowered, in case they shall think
it necessary, for the future protection of such Slave or Slaves, to decle
him or them free and discharged from all manner of servitude, to allin
tents and purposes whatsoever ; and in all such cases the court are hereby
empowered and authorized, if to them it shall appear necessary, to order
and direct the said fine of one hundred pounds to be paid to the justices
and vestry of the parish to which the said Slave or Slaves belonged, to the
use of the said parish ; the said justices and vestry, in consideration there:
of, paying to each of the said Slaye or Slaves, so made free, the sun
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ten pounds per annum for his or her maintenance and support, during life ;
and in case any Slave or Slaves, shall suffer any before-mentioned mutila-
tions or 'wanton punishment or confinement, or branding, such Slave or
Slaves on his, her, on their application to any justice of the peace, the said

/justice of the peace shall be, and is hereby directed, required, and em-
its appearing to his satisfaction that such mutila-

powered, on view, on 1
tion or wanton punishment have been really suffered, to send such Slave or
Slaves to the nearest workhouse where such offence shall be committed,
and such Slave or Slaves shall be there safely kept, and carefully attended
but not worked, at the expense of such parish, until such time as the
Special Sessions, hereinafter mentioned, shall meet ; and such Slave shall
be kept separate and apart from Slaves committed to such workhouse as
runaways or criminals, in a place appropriated in such workhouse for that
purpose ; and the said justice of the peace, to whom such application shall
have been made as aforesaid, is hereby required and directed forthwith,
to certify the nature of such application or complaint, to the custos or
senior magistrate in the parish or precinct wherein such workhouse shall
be situate, whose duty it shall be, and he is hereby directed and re-
quired to convene a Special Sessions, consisting of not less than three
justices of the peace of 'such parish or precinct, which Special Sessions,
when met, is hereby empowered and required to make further and full
inquiry, upon view, and by the examination of witnesses into the commit-
ment of the mutilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves; and 1if
upon such examination it shall appear to them that the complaint
of such Slave or Slaves is frivolous or unfounded, it shall be lawful
for’ thém, and they are hereby required to dismiss the complaint,
and fo direct such Slave or Slaves to be delivered over to his, her,
or their owner or owners, or possessor, or his, her, or their legal
representatives, or to direct such punishment by confinement to hard
labour, or whipping, or both, as to them may seem proper ; but if upon
such examination and inquiry as aforesaid, it shall appear to the satisfaction
of the said justices, that the complaint is well founded, they are hereby
directed to lodge the examinations with the clerk of the ‘crown, or clerk of
the peace, that the parties may be prosecuted according to law, and to
bind over the said offenders and witnesses in a sum not exceeding fifty
pounds, with securities, to appear at the Grand or Assize Courts, or
Quarter Sessions ‘of the parish, and to remand the said Slave or Slaves to
the workhouse, to be kept until such time as there shall be a legal meet-
ing of the justices and vestry of such parish, which meeting, the custos or
chief magistrate is hereby required to call as early as conveniently may be ;
and such justices and vestry, when met, are hereby appointed a council of
protection of such Slave or Slaves, and are hereby directed and empowered,
ifthey think proper, to make further inquiry into the commitmentof the mu-
tilation or punishment of such Slave or Slaves; and if to them it shall appear
proper, the said justices and vestry are hereby empowered and required to
prosecute to effect such owner or owners, the expense of which prosecution
shall be paid by the parish where such offence shall be committed ; and in
wse the owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves shall appear capable of
paying the costs and charges of such before-mentioned prosecution, the
said justices and vestry, are hereby empowered to commence a suit or
suits against such owner or owners of such Slave or Slaves, and recover all
wsts and charges out of purse by them laid out and expended in such suit
or suits ; and the keeper of the workhouse where such Slave or Slaves
shall have been first committed, is hereby directed and required, upon due
notice of the meeting of the said Special Sessions, or of the first meeting
of the council of protection of the parish where the offence was committed,
fo produce such Slave or Slaves for the inspection and direction of such
Special Session and council of protection, under the penalty of one hun-
dred pounds for every neglect in not producing before such council of
protection such Slave or Slaves.

35—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if after
dié notice of such meeting being convened a sufficient number of magis-
tmies and vestrymen do mnot attend to form a council of protection, the.
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custos or; senior magistrate who may preside at such meeting is hereby
empowered and required to inflict a fine, not exceeding’ ten ‘Pounds, iy
any vestryman or magistrate voluntarily absenting himself, to be levied by
warrgnt-under his hand and seal,” § * .75 @ JIBIGGOS. Diss o0 1803 D)
36.—And be it further enacted by the anthority aforesaid, that in/cie!
any justice of the peace shall receive 'any, complaint or probablesiti:
gence from any Slave or otherwise, that any, Slave or'Slaves 1§ ot'are "é;ti-‘mﬂi:j:l
tilated or cruelly punished, or is or are confined without sufficient'stpport s

it shall and may be lawful for such justice of the peace, and hé'is'hiereby
empowered and required forthwith “to ‘issue his warrant t6 afly constabe!
ordering; him ‘immediately to proceed to the . placeWhére"suph'“_SIﬁ%%‘ll"‘
Slaves .are confined, and such Slave or Slaves to release’and’‘bring béforé"
such, justice, who, on view or proof of the fact,1s hereby”atthurized it
send such Slave or Slaves to the workhouse for protection; there to be ket
but not worked, until inquiry shall be madé into’ the fact’according oy
87.—And in order to restrain arbitrary punishiments: Be'it f ;ir'tfh‘él? éhiied”
by the authority aforesaid, that no Slave on“any plantation’ o settlbnt!
or in any of the workhouses or gaols in'this island, shall té¢ei Ve more thin'teh!
lashes at one time, and for one offence, unless the owher; atfornéy; gatdin!!
executor, or administrator, or: overseer, of ‘stch”plantation ‘or settleme!
having such Slaye in his care, or keeper of such workhouse, o1keeper !
such gaol shall be present;. and that no'such owher, attorney, guaidia*
exectifor, administrator or pverseer, workhbuse keeper of gaol Keeper Sl
on any account, punish a Slave with' more than’ thitty-nine”lashesat o’
time and for one offence, nor inflict, or suffer to"be’ inflicted siich' Tast me
tioned punishment nor any other number of 1ashes’on’ the' same’day, o
until the delinquent has recovered from' the ‘effects” of any former pinjs:
ment, under a penalty not. less than ten pounds; nor more that twéily"
pounds for every offence, to be recovered against'the "pérson’ ditecting ot*
permitting such”punishment in  Sutiniry! manher, apon’ onviction bl
any three magisirales by warrant of Uistress and sile, and i dofg i
payment, the'said magistrates are lierchy required and eitipowered to b
mit sucll offender fo the ommon gaol foF any space of i, ot éxgedl?
ing fon days, besides Being Subjéct to be prosecuted by indickent e
Supreme 6F Assize Colitts ar Coutts of Qliarter Sessions'of this i
forari oifénéf ?gajhst*hls A(}t . 'wr » a VO TO “'"n (9
38, —And be it further énacted By thié authority aforesaid, tHiat fopetsh
ot persons sl aficr ie ColmenCOERL'oP this Act,comit i s
Slave or Slaves belonging to'him, her, or them, to any “Workhouss'i iy
island for any offence whatsoever, for a Tohger space/of titne thattends) §;“
without a commitment or warrant to’be signed’by a’justice of tﬁe‘ll)ﬁh il
nor shall give nor direct or cause to 'be given to" any'Sldve 'in Such ok’
house, more than' twenty lashes withont &' wirrant from ‘ajustict’of i’
peace under a penalty of five pounds for each'and every such offerice’/dfid ij'
any person_ shall further ‘punish ‘0f ciuse 16~ bé punished any such i
or Slaves for the .same ‘offence. for Which ke, she, or they had sl
such punishment as aforesaid, (o’ such “punishment as’a”jtistice’ 6 e
peace shall have directed) either by re:committing such Slave’or'S st
the same workhouse, or committing or sending him, her, or them'to’anyoflier
workhouse or-otherwise howsoever, such person shall ’Stiﬁ'ér"s"ti"éﬁ!pdhﬁh'ﬁ
ment by fine, not exceeding ten pounds: And if any workhopse kéefif
shall give, or cause to be given, any number ‘of lashes cofitraty to the.
true intent and meaning of this clause, such' workhousé keeper shall sufff
punishment by fine, not exceeding’ten pounds’“and the several péfaiis’
and fines under’ this clause drd to” be' recovered before any thiré justis’
of the peace, who may commit thie. person 'so- offending’ to gaol untitsiel’
penalties or fines are paid, or 'may issie ‘their warrant for the levymgnd
sale of the same, of the goods and' chiattels of ‘the offender. # 211 10
“39.—And be it farther eacted” by 'the authority ‘aforesaid, ‘theff'eis!
any justice or justices of the peace shall receive any complaiiit oF frobibl
intelligence from any Slave or otherwise, that any Slave or Slaves Hasoi i
been improperly punished ¢otitrary to the trie intént and’ méanig of tis
Act, it shall'and may e layfiul to and for such niagistrate t0'dssy %ﬁi‘mﬁ
O 01110 veuita, MO8 LAl Lo RUHIDIISZT MTO8 8 101 I11He0s spane
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othq_l,‘fgf: Athe magistrates of the said parish with him; and to inquiré in a
summary, manner info such complaint; and if upon inquiry, it shall be
found that the said complaint is true, it shall be the duty of the said ma-
gistrates; and they. are hereby required to proceed against the offender
according to law ; but 1f it shali appear that such complaints was ground-
less,-the..said magistrates shall punish the complainant and the person
giving information thereof, in such manner asto them may seem proper.
~ 40,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no such
petson shall on any pretence whatsoever, punish any Negro or other Slave,
whether, his own property or otherwise, by fixing or causing to be fixed,
an.iron or other collar round the neck of such Slave, or by loading the
body.or limbs of such Slave for any offence. whatsoever with chains or
weights of any kind, other than a light collar without hooks, to indicate that
such Slave is an incorrigible runaway, or one accustomed to commit depre-
dations,on the. grounds of the other Negroes, and which collar shall only
be, put.on by the directions of a magistrate, on complaint being made,
under.a penalty of notless than five pounds nor exceeding fifty pounds,
to.be, recovered in a summary. manner before two or more justices of the
peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall be committed ; and
all and. every the justices of the peace within this island are hereby
authorized, directed, and required, under the penalty of  one hundred
pounds on. information. and. view of such offence, to order such collar,
chains; irons, or weights . to be immediately taken off from the Slave or
Slaves wearing or bearing the same. i

41.—And be it further enacted, that no Slave (such only excepted as are
going with firewood, grass, fruit, provisions, or small stock, and other goods
which they may lawfully sell, to market, and returning therefrom) shall, from
and after the commencement of this Act, be suffered or permitted to go out
ofhis.or her master’s or owner’s plantation or settlement, or to travel from
one town or place to another, unless such Slave shall have a ticket from his
master,, owner, employer, or overseer, expressing particularly the time of
such.Slave’s setting out, and where he or she is going, and the time
limited. for his,or her return, under a penalty not exceeding forty shillings
for every. Slave, so offending, to be recovered from the master, owner,
employer, or overseer in a summary manner - before any one justice of the
peace- by warrant of. distress, complaint being made to him on oath, unless
the master, owner, employer, -or overseer of such Slave shall prove upon
oath before any justice of the peace of the parish or precinct where such
master,. owner, .employer, or overseer, may or shall live or happen to be,
that he did give the said Slave such ticket as aforesaid, or that such Slave
went away without his consent, in which case the justice to order punish-
ment 3 and if such justice shall neglect or refuse his duty, either in causing
the: penalty to: be forthwith levied en complaint .being made to him as
aloresaid, on_the owner, overseer, or any other person who shall suffer a
Slave; being under his or their direction, to go without a ticket as afore-
sid, every justice so .offending shall forfeit the sum of five pounds, any
law, custom, .or usage to the contrary notwithstanding.

49—And be 1t further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no ticket
shall;]g),e granted to any Slave or Slaves, for any time exceeding one calendar
month,, .

8.—And whereas it is very dangerous to the peace and safety of this
island. to suffer Slaves to continue as runaways, and it is absolutely
negessary. to declare and make known to the public what Slaves shall be
deemed such; Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after.the, commencement of this Act, any Slaye or Slaves, who shall be
absent, from his owner or employer without leave, for the space of five
days, or who shall be found at the distance of eight miles from the house,
plantation, or other settlement to which such Slave or Slaves shall belong,
without,a ticket or other permit to pass except as hereinbefore excepted,
ingoing to-and returning from market, shall be deemed a runaway.
Al—And be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave shall run away from his or her owner, or lawful possessor, and
continue absent for a term exceeding&r six months, such Slave being con-
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victed thereof, shall be sentenced to be confined to hard labour for such
‘time as' the court shall determine, or be tranisported for life, according to
the magnitude of the offence. ‘
45.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave shall run away from his or her lawful owner or possessor as aforesaid,
and continue absent for any time not exceeding six months, such Slave
shall beliable to be tried before two justices, and upon conviction thereof
shall, for the first offence, suffer such punishment by flogging or confine-
“ment to hard labour, not exceeding three months, as the said two justices
shall think proper to direct ; but if the said Slave hath frequently
away, and is by his or her owner or possessor, declared to be an incor
rigible runaway, he or she shall be tried as if he or she had been run
away from his or her said ownér or possessor, and continued absentfor4
‘term exceeding six months, and such Slave being convicted thereof, shall
be sentenced to be confined to hard labour, or be transported for life, as
the court shall diréct. ‘ ' g
46.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
Slave or Slaves who shall knowingly harbour or conceal any runaway Sl
or Slaves, or shall furnish a ticket or letter to such runaway Slaye o
Slaves, for the purpose of enabling them to escape detection, shall be liable
‘to'be tried for the same at the Quarter Sessions or Special Slave Cour,
Yiereinafter appointed, and on conviction shall suffer such punishmentas
the'court shall think proper to direct, not extending to life. |
47.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if awhite
person, or person of {ree condition, shall wilfully and knowingly efiploy,
harbour, or conceal any runaway Slave, he, she, or they, shall be liableto
be indicted in the Court of Quarter Sessions of the parish or preciet
where such offence has been committed, and on conviction shall suffer such
punishment' by fine not exceeding fifty pounds, or by imprisonment not
exceeding three months, as the court shall think proper to inflict, and also
the further sum of three shillings and four pence per day for every day such
Slave or Slaves may have been so runaway, to be paid to the owneror
possessor of such Slave, to be recovered in the same manner, and by the
same remedy as the fine : Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this clase
shall prevent the injured party from prosecuting under the Act commouly
called the Inveigling 'Act, if it shall be deemed proper. |
48.“LAnd be'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall
and may be lawfil for any justice of the peace, and he is hereby authorize
and required upon complaint made to him on oath, that any Slave or Slayes
are runaway, or on suspicion or probable intelligence of the same, and th
he, she, or they have absconded themselves from the service of their owners
or employers, to grant a warrant to search for and apprehend all such ru-
away Slaves, as also such Slaves as the complainant shall have just caus
to suspect to be guilty of wilfully éntertaining, harbouring, ot concealing
such runaway Slaves ; and it shall and may be lawful for any person or per
sons so authorized by warrant as aforesaid, to enter any Negro houst of
houses or other place occupied by any Slave -or Slaves, having first given
notice to the master, owner, manager, or overseer on the plantation, b
which such house or houses, or other places as aforesaid, belong, or pr-
prietor, or occupier of any house ; and after such warrant ohtained, and
notice given as aforesaid, to break open the door or doors of such Nego
houses or rooms, into which admittance shall be refused, provided such
warrant be executed by a lawful constable, or some white person or free
person, specially sworn as a constable for the purpose.
149.—And whereas the more effectually to conceal runaway Slaves, orfo
prevent their being apprehended, tickets are given by ill-disposed persons
of free condition: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, it
any white person, or petson of free condition, granting or giving a letteror
ticket to enable any Slave to absent himself or herself from his or herowper
of possessor, shall be Tiable to be tried for the said offence, before fhe
Supreme Court of Judicature, or in either of the Courts of the Assize, or
Courts of Quarter Sessions in this island, where the offence shall be con-
mitted, and on conviction, shall suffer such punishment by fing or imprison-

-
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‘tiient, or both, a8 the court in their discretion shall think proper to inflict,
not extending to life. T
50.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that any Slave
or other'person or persons whatsoever, who shall apprehend any runaway
‘Slave or Slaves, shall, for every one so apprehended, be entitled to receive
fiom the owner, employer, overseer, or manager of such Slave or Slaves, the
st of ten shillings and no more, besides mile money, at the rate of one
dillling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile for every
mile afterwards: Provided nevertheless, that nothing in this Act contained,
ghall bé construed to extend to an allowance of the said sum of ten shillings
and mile' money, in addition to the sum allowed to Maroon Negroes for
dppreliending runaways ; and provided also, that it is not hereby intended
to'deprive the said Maroons of their légal and established reward of forty
shillitigs for each Negro. |
¢ 51.=And be it furthér enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the per-
son or persons so apprehending such runaway Slave or Slaves, shall convey
'him, her, or them, to their respective owner, employer, or manager, or to a
‘justice of the peace, who shall or may commit him, her, or them, to the
neatest workhouse, and the workhouse keeper is hereby required and or-
déred'to ‘receive such Slave or Slaves into custody, and to pay the party
delivering such Slave or Slaves, the said sum of ten shillings and mile
mohey as aforesaid, and no more, for ecach Slaye so delivered, under the
penalty of five pounds. | Pen et |
"2~ And to the end that the owners or proprietors of runaway Slaves may
hdve'a due knowledge where' such Slaves are confined, after their being
appreliended and sent to any workhouse in this island, in order that such
Gwiiets or proprietors may apply for such Slaves : Be it further enacted by
the authority afotesaid, that from and after the commencement of this Act,
dl diid every ‘the workhouse keepers in any of the parishes of this island,
diall, and they are hereby obliged, once in every week, to advertise in the
Gazefte of Saint Jago de la Vega, the Royal Gazette, and the Cornwall
Chronicle, the height, names, marks, and sex, and also the country where
tlie/same can be ascertained, of each and every runaway Slave then in cus-
tody, together with the time of their being sent into custody, and the name
ofnaes of the owner or owners thereof, if known, and that upon oath,
under the penalty of ten pounds for every Slave so neglected by him to be
advertised, and for the expense of such advertisement, they the said work-
honse kéepers shall and may, and they are hereby authorized to charge the
owner or ‘pl"oprietOr'of such runaway Slaves so advertised, at and after the
mte of three shillings and fourpence per month for each paper, and no more,
hich said sum of three shillings and fourpence per month for each paper,
it to be paid to the printers of the several papers respectively, the amount
of whosé accounts, after being properly authenticated upon oath, shall be
piid annually by the treasurers for the time being of the seyveral workhouses
i this island, and that it shall and may be lawful for the workhouse keeper
to detain and keep in custody such runaway Slave or Slaves until the owner
of bwhets thereof, or some person on their behalf properly authorized, shall
paytnto such workhouse keeper what shall have been paid to the person or
pessons who apprehended and brought such Slave or Slayes into custody,
with two'shillings and sixpence in the pound for laying out the money, the
tost of advertising at and after the rate above mentioned, and sixpence for
tieuty-four hours such Slave or Slaves shall have been in custody for
maintenarice, and twopence per day for medical care and extraordinary
nourishment where necessary, the expense of clothing when supplied, and
also the charges of a(lvertising above directed, and no other fees whatever ;
anl that the workhouse keeper and no other person, shall attest upon oath,
thit the charges in the account for mile money, and the reward for apprehend-
e such Slave, were actually paid to the person who brought such runaway,
dnd that the whole of the charges in the said account are strictly conforma-
ble to'law " Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that the owner or
dwiets’of any Slave to be committed by the judgment of any court, or by
otder'of ay magistrates, to any workhouse by way of punishment, shall not
beakiverable for or compelled to pay the workhouse fees for the time such
Slave shall be-so committed and confined. -
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93.~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that fhe
keeper of every workhouse or gaol in this island, shall, under the. penally
of ten pounds for every neglect, provide and give to every Slave corifined
in such workhouse or gaol,a sufficient quantity of good and wholesome pro-
visions daily, that is to say, not less than one quart of unground Guineaor
Indian corn, orthree pints of the flour or meal of either, or three pints of
wheat flour, or eight full grown plantains, or eight pounds of cocoes or yais,
and also one herring or shad, or other salted provisions equal thereto; and
shall also, under the like penalty, provide and supply every such Sy
confined as aforesaid, with good and sufficient clothing where necessary.
. 94.—Provided always, and it is hereby enacted by the authority afore.
said, that in case any Negro or other person sent in and detained in i
workhouse as a runaway Slave, shall allege himself or herself to be free,
it shall be the duty of the custos or senior justice of the parish or precinct
wherein such workhouse is situated, to convene, as soon as conveniently
may be, a Special Sessions, consisting of not less than three justices of the
peace of such parish or precinct, and of which Special Sessions, and:of fhe
time and place of holding the same, due notice shall be given in fhe
several county newspapers of this island, and which Speeial Sessions
being so convened, shall carefully and attentively investigate, inquire intp,
- and examine the truth of such allegation ; and if it shall sappear to such
Special Sessions that such person so detained as a runaway Slave is fies,
such person shall be forthwith discharged ; and in case it shall appear fo
such Special Sessions that such person is a Slave, he or she shall be
forthwith remanded to the workhouse whereto he or she had been sent:
Provided always, and it is hereby declared, that the decision of such
Special Sessions shall be without prejudice to the prosecution. of the right
or title of any person to such runaway, or to the prosecution by such person
detained as a runaway of his or her right or title to his or her freedom,
93.—And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thit
no Slave or Slaves so detained as a runaway Slave or Slaves shall be sl
by any workhouse keeper until such Special Sessions has been convenel
and held, and such investigation, inquiry, and eéxamination had, ail
the same being certified by the justices attending such Special Sessions
under their hands and seals ; and the sale of any such runaway Slave or
Slaves made without such certificate being obtained, shall be, and the saue
is hereby enacted and declared to be, null and void to all intents and pur-
poses, and no right, title, or interest whatsoever shall pass. thereunder fo
any purchaser whomsoever, anything in this Act, or in an Act of the Liei-
tenant, Governor, Council,and Assembly of' this island, made and passé
in the thirty-second year of his late Majesty’s reign, entitled “AnAd
for establishing public Workhouses in the ‘several Parishes in this Islaud:”
or any other; Act, law, usage, or custom to the contrary in anywise nof:
withstanding. . = ' |
56.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and
after the commencement of this Act, every workhouse keeper. in. this
island, who shall ‘have any action in' replevin, Aémine replegiando; or
ejectment, brought against him for any Negro or other Slave or Slaesil
his custody, shall, under a penalty for every offence not less than five
pounds, nor exceeding fifty pounds, as shall be inflicted by the judges
of his Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature or Courts of Assize in this
island, immediately after he receives such replevin, omine replegiand,
or ejectment, give notice in the several country newspapers of such actior,
and at whose suit it is brought, and the name or names of such Negro o
other Slave or Slaves, together with his, her, or their mark or marks, anl
the best information he can get concerning the real owner of such Sl
or Slaves, and shall continue such notice for four weeks before the il
shall be had .upon such replevin, komine replegiando, or ejectment, ot
such Slave or Slaves to be taken out of the custody of ‘such. workhouse
keeper ; the costs of which, and all othexr expenses incurred, shall be paid
to such workhouse keeper by the person who shall receive such Slaveor
Slaves ; and if any person or persons shall give notice to such workhouse
‘keeper of his, her, or their intention to take the defence of any action s0
brought, such workhouse keeper shall detain in his custody the Slave or
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Slaves, for or by whom such action' shall ‘be brought, until the trial of such’
action, or order of the court thereon, under the penalty of one hundred
ounds, unless the security offered in cases of homine replegiando, shall
justify before a judge of the Grand Court or Courts of Assize, in such'sum
as such’ judge shall think- proper; notice of”such" justification, and"the
tie ‘and ' place thereof, and " the judge before whom the same’is to'he
faker, being “given’ to ‘the person intending’ to take the‘defence of such
action. £e ‘ R ' | S0IHE 0 S0 SRl
§7—And whereas several Slaves have found means to' run away {rom
thieir owners ‘and depart from this’ island, to the great”damage ‘of“such
oviriers, in evil example to other Slaves, who may be" thereby induced to
attenipt or ‘conspire to do the same; and whereas ‘there-is' reason ‘to' sus-
pect that such Slaves have been aided and assisted “in such'escape and
departure by other persons, and there is not'any adequate punishment
provided ' by law “for ‘such ‘running away or ‘departiire, or" attempting or
dnspiring to riin away and depart from ‘this island; or for'persons’ aiding;
dssisting) o abetting ‘Such runaways ; for remedy whereof, Be'it ‘enacted
by the authority aforesaid; that from and after the 'commencenient of this
Act)if ‘any ‘Slave shall Tun” away ‘from his, hier, or! their owner or'owners,
employer or etiiployers, and  go off, "6 conspire or attempt’ to go' off tliis
island; in ‘any iship, Doat, canoe, or-other vessel; orcratt whatever,or be
aiding, ‘or' abetting; or assisting; to ‘any other Slavé 'or Slaves ifi such going
offthis island, he, she, or they, so running awdy and going off, 'or conspir:
iiig! of ‘attempting to go - off; or'so aiding, assisting, or abetting in siich
eoing'/off, being ‘thereof’ convicted, ‘shall suffer such punishment ‘as the
courtshall think propet‘to direct; not extending to lifer oo nivoric Hnd
158.And ‘be it further enacted by the ‘authority aforesaid, that'if any
ihite person or person of free condition; shall knowinglyhe ‘aiding)’ assist-
ing] or' abétting any Slave" or Slaves in" going off this 1sland, he, she; or
they being convicted thereof, by bill, plaint; orinformation; in/the 'Supreme
Coutt of Judicature; or either of the' Courts of 'Assize’of f@hi'sijs*l'aﬂ@,’“ﬁ’é’i‘l
fotfeit the ‘sum of three hundred pounds for edeh Slave,‘one moiéty whereof
shall be to' our Sovereign’ Loxd ‘the King; his‘heirs and suceessors; for and
towards the ‘support of ‘the government of 'this island, and-the ‘contingent
ciarges'thereof'; and the ‘other'moiety: to'the 'party ‘or parties at whose sttt
orcomplaint such person was'convicted, and shall alse suffer imprisériment
at the ‘discretion of thel said ‘couit, for any space of 'time' not ‘exceeding
tiwelve! months; 'without bail or mainprise. /10 lope uoniiw obam BOVEIG
159 +=And be it further enacted ' by the- aut‘hﬁ-i‘i-’tﬁf ‘aforesaid; that it -shall
and'may be'lawful to ' proceed” against’ the! peérson’ or Ipetsons '§0" aiding,
assisting, or abetting any .Slave ‘or'Slaves'in' going off this'island, whether
the principal ' or' principals ('be ‘convieted or ‘not,’ anything" in ‘this ox aiy
other ‘Act, law, ‘custom, or usage to the contrary’ thereof notwithstanding!!
60~And be - it' fartherenacted by “the authority ‘aforeésaid,” ‘that ‘no
Negro or other Slave shall be allowed to ‘travel the'public roads' with‘dogs
or cutlasses or other offensive weapons, without a ticket from his‘owiery or
tohunt any cattle, horses, mates, mules, or adgses in'‘any ‘part of this island
with lances, ‘guns, cutlasses, or’other /instituments:-of ‘death; unless in‘thie
company-of’ his or their master, overseer,’or Some' ‘otheriwhite person, by
him or' them: deputed, or by permission in'writing’; andif any’ Negro or
otlierSlave shall offend  contrary’ to the true “intent and meaning of this
Actyhe, she; or theyy being ‘thereof convicted before three” justices, shall
silffer such punishment as they shall think' proper toiinflict, 'not ‘extending
tolife:onstransportationfoplifeavz 2ovisdst o T3S YRLISIDGMME Al
06l And'be it further: enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if afny
master; owner, guardian; possessor ot attorney, overseer or book-keeperof
any plantation 'or settlement,  shall’ hiereafter suffer any 'strange’ Slaves ‘to
assemble-together and ‘beat their drums, and blow their/horns orshells,
lupon any'plantation; penn;<or settlement, ‘or'ifany yard “or plage under
his; hier, "o their care or management, ‘orshall not endeavour to-disperse
otuplevent the same, by immediately giving notice’ thereot 1o the ' next
‘magistrate ot -conimissioned ‘officer, that a proper foree ‘may be '‘sent o
disperso the said Slaves, every such master, owner;‘guardian; possessoror
farrm 0t aaiian seie UpidsZno~1a¢ 10 NOZ190 YO8 1 BHE | 29V8MWs
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attorney, overseer or book-keeper, shall for every such offence, upon con.
viction thereof upon an indictment in the Supreme Court of Judicature,
or Courts of Assize or Quarter Sessions of the parish wherein such;offence
shall be committed, pay a fine of fifty pounds to his Majesty, his heirs and
successors, for and towards the support of the government of this island
and the contingent charges thereof: Provided nevertheless, that informa:
tion of such offence shall be made upon oath, before any of his Majesty’s
Justices of the peace, within the space of fourteen days after the commission
of the offence. | (e
62.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
officers, civil and military, shall be, and are hereby empowered and
required to enter into any plantation, settlement, or other place, to dis
perse all such unlawful assemblies, and to suppress and prevent al
unlawful drummings and other noise as before mentioned, any law, custon,
or usage to the contrary notwithstanding, according to the nature, degree,
or circumstances of the case. ‘ -y
63.—And whereas it has been found by experience, that rebellions often
have been concerted at Negro dances, and nightly meetings of Slaves,
and as it has been found also, that those meetings tend much to injure the
health of the Negroes: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
that if any owner, or proprietor, overseer, or in his absence, any book-
keeper, or other person, having the care and management of any plantation
or settlement, shall suffer any Slaves to assemble together, or beat their
drums, or blow their horns or shells, every such owner, or proprietoy
overseer, book-keeper, or other person so offending, shall for every such
offence, upon conviction thereof upon an indictment in the Supreme Cout
of Judicature, or before the justices of Assize or Court of Quarter Sessions
wherein such offence shall be committed, suffer imprisonment without bail
or mainprize for any term not exceeding six calendar months, provided
information is made upon oath as aforesaid, before one of his Majestys
justices of the peace, within fourteen days after the commission of such
-offence ; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent any
master, owner, or proprietor of any plantation or settlement, or the overseer
thereof, from granting liberty to the Slaves of such plantation or settlement
only, for assembling together upon such plantation or settlement, and
playing and diverting themselves in any innocent amusements, so as they
do not make use of military drums, horns, or shells, but that they shall
and may grant such liberty, when and as often as they please, anything i
this or any other Act to the contrary notwithstanding : Provided that such
amusements are put an end to by twelve of the clock at night. |
64.—And in order to prevent riots and nightly meetings among Negn
and other Slaves, to the disturbance of the public peace, and endangerig
their healths: Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatal
Negro burials shall in future take place in the day-time, so that the same
may be ended before sunset; and if any master, owner, or possessorof
Slaves, his or her overseer or chief manager, shall knowingly suffer or
permit the burial of any Slave otherwise than as before directed, he shall
forfeit the sum of fifty pounds; and if any burials shall take place in any of
the towns of this island, or in savannas, commons, or other places; not in
charge of an overseer, after sunset, every person of free condition, in whost
house, yard, or premises, any Slaves shall be permitted to assemble for
attending such burial, shall forfeit a sum not less than five pounds nor
exceeding fifty pounds, and the Negro or other Slaves who shall meet for
the purpose of attending such burial, or be found thereat, shall, upon
conviction before three or more magistrates, suffer such punishment as the
said magistrates shall direct, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, |
65.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if ay
white or free person shall hereafter suffer any unlawful assembly of Slaves
at his or her house, or settlement, every such free person shall, upon due
conviction thereof before any Court of Quarter Sessions, suffer punishment/
by fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or imprisonment not exceeding
six months : Provided nevertheless, that information thereof shall be given
on ocath within fourteen days of such unlawful meeting, 2.
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66.~And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
white-or free person ‘or persons, or any Slave or Slaves, shall knowingly
suffer any person to game with any Slave or Slaves, in any house or
onthouse in his charge, or shall be found gaming with any Slave or Slaves,
such person and persons shall and may be apprehended and taken before
any three justices of the peace in the parish in which such person or
personsshall be ‘apprehended, who are hereby authorized and empowered
o inflict on 'such person or persons if a Slave or Slaves, such corporeal
punishment by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, as such justices
shall, upon conviction thereof, think proper to order and direct, and if a
white or free person, shall and may commit such white or free person to
the nearest common gaol for any period of time not exceeding six days.
67.~And whereas it may happen that Slaves directed to be manumized
bywill, may find it difficult to establish their freedom, by reasons of the
person'or persons acting under such will, refusing to enter into the secu-
rity required by law on the manumission of Slaves: Be it enacted by the
authority ‘aforesaid, that from and after the commencement of this Act,
whenever any person shall, by will in writing, expressly manumize, or
diréct to be manumized, any Slave or Slaves belonging to him or her, the
ustal bond required by law in cases of manumission, shall not be neces-
sary, but the estate of the person so manumizing any Slave or Slaves, or
directing any Slave or Slaves to be manumized, shall be, and the same is
hereby declared to be, liable to the payment of the annual sum, required
bylaw to'be paid to any Slave manumized, and the freedom of such Slave
s manumized or directed to be manumized by will, shall be at once
established : - Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained, shall
extend or be construed to extend to exempt such Slaves so manumized,
from any debt or demand against the estate of the testator, to which such
Slave or Slaves should be otherwise liable.
68.—And provided always, and it is hereby enacted, that any will in
wiiting which by law would be deemed valid, and sufficient for disposing of
goods and chattels, or other personal estate, shall be, and the same is
hereby declared to be valid, and sufficient for manumizing, or directing
to' be manumized, any Slave or Slaves, anything in a certain statute,
nide and passed in the twenty-ninth year of the reign of his Majesty
King Charles the Second, commonly called the Statute of Frauds and
Perjuries, ‘or in a certain Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly in
this island, made and passed in the sixteenth year of his late Majesty’s
relgu, enfitled « An Act to regulate the Devises of Negro, Mulatto, and
other Slaves in Wills,” orany act, law, usage, or custom to the contrary,
inanywise notwithstanding. ‘ ,.
60.—Whereas it sometimes happens, that persons in possession of
Slaves, by reason of ‘their having only an interest for life, or other
limited freehold estate in such Slaves, or by limitations, trusts, or other
legal impediments, are prevented from giving an effectual manumission to
such - Slaves, although desirous so to do, and it is proper that owners
shiould possess in all cases the power of rewarding fidelity and good con-
duct in their Slaves by manumission, where the same can be effected with-
atprejudice to the rights of other persons: Be it therefore enacted by
the authority aforesaid, that any person or persons having legal or equit-
able estate for life, or for other freehold interest in, and being in the
actual possession of any Slave, and who shall be desirous, or consenting
that such Slave should be made free, shall be entitled to make an applica-
tion to the eustos or senior magistrate of the parish where such Slave shall
reside ; and in case such custos or senior magistrate shall be related to the
puty applying, or interested in the matter, then to some other magistrate,
and'shall deliver ‘a written statement verified upon the oath of the appli-
ant or applicants, or in case of absence of his, her, or their attorney, duly
wnstituted ; which oath the said custos or senior or other magistrate is
hereby authorized to administer, stating the nature and extent of the in-
terest of such person or persons, and the different rights, claims, and limi-
fations to which such Slave is subject, and the impediments which prevent
such Slave being manumitted in the ordinary manner; and such custos or
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senior, or other magistrate, shall associ

ate to himself two other magistrates
disinterested in the matter, and

shall inquire into the merits of the appli-
cation ; and if such application shall appear to the said magistrates, or any
two of them, to be well founded, three indifferent persons shall he ap-
pointed as valuators, one of whom to be named by the party or parties ap:
plying, and another by the person or persons entitled in remainder ot
otherwise interested, or if a minor by his or her guardian, and appearing
personally, or by his, her or their attorney or attornies lawfully constituted,
before the said magistrates, and the third to be nominated by the said
magistrates ; and in case no other person or persons shall appear befoie
the said magistrates, having an interest in the said Slave, then two of thie
sald valuators shall be appointed by the said magistrates, and such thtee
persons shall inquire into the value of the Slave so intended to be mi.
mized, and shall make their report in writing under their signatures, to {he
said three magistrates: Provided always, that if the person having suc
vested estate or interest as aforesaid, or such estate in remainder, shallbe
covert, the consent of such femme covert to such manumission, and her
authority to any person or persons to appoint a valuator, given in the sane
manner as by the laws of this island is required, in the execution of deeds
by femme covert, and recorded in the office of secretary of this island, shal
be sufficient to authorize the magistrate to.give such authority and orer
as hereinafter mentioned, and when such femme covert is absent fion this
island, to dispense with her appearance before them : Provided, that be.
fore such custos, or senior, orother magistrate, shall entertain such applica-
tion, it shall be made to ‘appear to him, that notice has ‘been given in the
three county newspapers, ‘for three weeks successively, of the mtentiofi t
make such application, stating the name or names of the person or persons
applying, the name or names of the Slave, the place or places where sich
Slave has been resident for the last twelve months, and the' time when
such application is intended to be made. . . . | T B
70.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when
such valuation shall be reported-and appoved of, the. said custos, or senior,
or other magistrate, and his associates shall, and they are hereby required
to give an authority to the receiver general to receive the amount of the
valuation, and to place the sum, when paid, to the credit of the person o
persons interested in the said Slave, 'and. the. said amount shall bear an in-
terest of six per cent, payable out of the public funds, so long as the same
shall remain in the hands of: the receiver general, '
71.—And it is further enacted- by
Tecelver general shall give to the party
the valuation, a certificate underhis han
him ; and upon the production of

‘the authority aforesaid, that the
or-parties paying in the amount of
d, that the same has been paid fo
such. certificate of the receiver genenl
‘to the said custos or senior, or other magistrate and his associates, they
are hereby authorized and required again to meet, and give an order for
the manumission of the said Slave in manner following :
““ Whereas A, B., of did, on the

didy of -V %' last past, appear before us, and did make a siafe-
Anent upon oath, that he was tenant for life, (or as the case may be,) and
in the actual possession of a certain Slave named L et j
-and that he was desirous that the said Slave should be made free, but th
he was prevented from so doing by reason of legal ;impediments: And
‘whereas the said Slave named SE(Ts » hath been valued by
three indifferent persons, at the sum of | pounds, and s
certificate. of the receiver-general hath been produced to us, that the
amount of such valuation hath been paid into his office. We do, therefore,
in pursuance of an Act of the Governor, Council, and Assembly, declr
the said Slave to be free.  In witness whereof, we have hereunto set or
hands and seals this day of :

72.—And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the wil
order of manumission, together with the valuation and the receiver gene-
ral’s certificaté annexed thereto, shall be.entered  in the office of the secre-
tary of thisisland, and be recorded in a separate book for manumissions, and
shall not be delivered out except under an order of the Court of Chancery
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or Supreme Court, but shall be kept in the said office as original documents,
and a certified copy of the 'same shall be received as evidence in all courts,
and be of the same force as the originals.
, —And be'it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
amount of the valuation or the interest thereof shall be paid by the receiver
general, under an order of the Court of Chancery or of the Supreme Court,
to.be made upon the application of the person or persons interested in the
money, and such money shall be considered as of the same nature whether
1eal or personal estate, as the Slave would have been, if proceedings under
this Act had not taken place, and the said money shall be liable to the
same descent, limitations, trusts, debts and encumbrances, as the Slave was
subject to ; and it shall be in the power of the said courts or either of them;
to direct the principal or the interest thereof to be paid by the receiver
general, according to the rights of the different owners or their creditors. .
11, —And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid; that in case
any Slave manumized in pursuance of this Act, shall have belonged at’the
time-of his or her manumission to a tenant for life, or a tenant for life shall
(have become entitled to the interest of the money, and such Slave after be-
ing so manumized, if a male, shall die in the lifetime of the tenant for life,
or being a female Slave, shall die in the lifetime of the tenant for life,
vithout leaving her surviving any child or children born after the date
of the manumission, or such child or children shall after her death, die
in the lifetime of the tenant for life, then and in every such case, the per-
son or persons in remainder, shall not be considered to be entitled to the
..principal or interest of the said money, but the same shall be deemed the
.property of the tenant for life, as against all persons to take in succession
., without prejudice to the creditors of the person who limited the said Slave
in settlement, or the creditors of the tenant for life. iy
/.70, —And whereas it may sometimes happen that the persons desirous of
. effecting such manumission as aforesaid, may wish to invest the considera-
tion of such manumission in the purchase of other Slaves, instead of placing
he same in the hand of the receiver general, or may be prevented from
. tanrying their intentions into effect, without incurring considerable expense
by reason of the estate to which the Slave or Slaves so intended to be
.manumized may belong, being in the hands of a receiver appointed by the
Court of Chancery : Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid,.that in all such
;cases 1t shall and may be lawful for the person or persons so desirous of
, effecting such manumission as aforesaid, under and subject to the same re-
gulations as are hereinbefore prescribed; relative to persons having only a
;- limited Interest, to ‘invest the ‘consideration which he, she, or they, shall
Jhave received, in the purchase of other Slave or Slaves to be held by him,
her, or them, subject to the same descent, limitations, trusts, orders, debts,
and encumbrances to which the Slave or Slaves so manumized shall have
been subject. ‘ | bige R -
41 10.—And whereas it is now required by law in all cases of manumission
by deed, that a bond should be given to the churchwardens of the parish,
for payment of an annuity of five pounds for the maintenance of any Slave
intended to be manumized, and such bond is in may cascs unnecessary :
Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that it shall not be neces-
| sary to give such bond to the churchwardens, provided that in licu thereof
. the Slave intended to be manumized, shall be produced to the magistrates
- and vestry of the parish where such Slave shall reside, or it shall be other-
wise shewn to ‘their satisfaction, that the manumission is not given for the
purpose of relieving the owner from the obligation, of maintaining an aged
orinfirm Slave, a certificate whereof shall be given by the clerk of the ves-
try, and shall be annexed to and entered in the secretary’s office with the
deed of manumission. _
- 1T—And whereas it is expedient to prevent Slaves from being purchased
by persons for the purposes of re-sale, and to prevent such re-sale : Be it en-
iy acted, that from and after the commencement of this Act, if any person or
opersons shall be found travelling about from place to place, exposing or
offering for sale any Negro, Mulatto, or other Slave or Slaves, it shall and
may be lawful for any person whomsoever, to seize and detain any such
2A
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person or persons, and the Slave and Slaves under his or their charge, and
to carry such person or persons, and Slave or Slaves, before any one of lis
Majesty’s justices of the peace of the parish where such offence shall b
committed ; which said justice, is hereby authorized and required to call to
his assistance two other justices of the said parish, and which three justices
being so associated; shall on due proof on oath, that the party or patties
brought before them, had been found exposing or offering a Slave or Slaves
to sale contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, cause the said
Slave or Slaves so offered for sale to be publicly sold, by warrant under th¢
hands and seals of the said three justices, one moiety of the monies arising
from the sale thereof, after deducting the expenses of the said sale, to he
paid into the hands of the churchwardens of the said parish where the
offence shall be committed, for the use of the poor of the said parish, aid
the other moiety to the use of the person or persons who shall bring the
offender or offenders before the said justices.

78.—And it is hereby enacted and declared, that the oath of the persof
or persons bringing such offender or offenders before the said justices, shall
be received and taken, and shall be considered good evidence against such
offender or offenders. -

79.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any sal¢
or sales of Slaves shall be so made as aforesaid, the same shall be and are
hereby declared to be nulland void, and that no title shall accrue tv the pur
chaser or purchasers thereof, and any Slave or Slaves so sold, shall become
forfeited ; and any justice of the peace, on receiving information on oath,
of any such sale or sales, shall issue his warrant to take up such Slave o
Slaves ; and if it shall appear to his satisfaction, that such Slave or Slaves
has or have been so sold, he shall declare the same to be forfeited, and pro-
ceed to sell the said Slave or Slaves, and apply the money arising from such
sale in manner hereinbefore mentioned. i

80.—And it is hereby enacted by the aunthority aforesaid, that no writ
of certiorari or other process shall issue or be issuable to remove any
proceedings whatsoever, had in pursuance of this Act, into the Supreme
Court of Judicature, or any other of the courts of this island. !

81.—And whereas it is absolutely necessary that the Slaves in this
island should be kept in due obedience to their owners, and in die sub-
ordination to the white people in general, and as much as in the power of
the legislature, all means and opportunities of Slaves being concerned i
rebellious conspiracies, and committing other crimes to the ruin and de:
struction of the white péople and others in this island, prevented, and that
proper punishment should be appointed for all crimes by them committed:
Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slavé or
Slaves shall, ‘after the commencement of this Act, enter into or be con:
cerned in any rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, or commit any murder,
felony, burglary, robbery, or set fire to any houses, out-houses, Negto
houses; cane pieces, grass or corn pieees, or break into such houses; out-
houses, or Negro houses in the day-time, no person being thereii; aid
stealing thereout, or commit any other crime which would subject
white persons or persons of free condition to be indicted for felony,
such Slave or Slaves shall, for every such offence or offences, upon trial
and conviction thereof, in manner herinafter mentioned, suffer -death;
transportation, or such other punishment as the court shall think proper to
direct, according to the nature and extent of the offence.

82.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if afy
Slave shall assault or offer any violence by striking or otherwise, to of
towards any white person or persons of free condition, such Slave; upon
due and proper proof, shall upon conviction be punished with death,
transportation, or confinement to hard labour for life or a limited time,
or such other punishment, according to the nature of the offence; as
the court shall in their discretion think proper to inflict, provided such
assault or violence be not by command of his, her; or their owners, over-
seers, or persons intrusted with them, or in the lawful defence of their
owners, persons, or goods. - -

83.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any



JAMAICA. 89

Slave or Slaves shall hereaftet be found to have in his, her, of their eustody
ot possession, any fire-arms, pikes, sabres, swords, cutlasses, lances, gun-
powder, slugs, or balls, without the knowledge or consent of his or their
owner, proprietor, or possessor, or his, her, or their overseer, such Slave
ot Slaves shall be taken before thre¢ magistrates, who shall, if ‘they -are of
opinion that the same was with evil intent, commit such Slave or Slaves to
tlie gaol, to be tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions or Special Slave
Court, as hereinafter directed, and upon conviction, the said Slave or
Slaves shall suffer transportation, or such other punishment as the court
shall think proper to direct, not extending to life.

81 —And in order to prevent the many mischiefs that may hereafter
aise from the wicked acts of negroes going under the appellation of
Obeali men and women, and pretending to have communication with the
devil and other evil spirits, whereby the weak and superstitious are de-
lided into a belief of their having full power to exempt them, whilst
under their protection, from many evils which niight otherwise happen :
Be it further enacted by the authiority aforesaid, that from and after the
commencement of this Act, any Slave who shall pretend to any super-
nafutal powet, in order to excite rebellion or other evil purposes, or shall
use, ot pretend to use, any such practices with intent or so as to affect or
eidanger the life or health of any other Slave, shall, upon conviction
theréof, suffet death or trarsportation, or any such punishment as the
wut may direct; anything in this or any other Act to the contrary in
anywise notwithstanding.

§5.—And whereas it has beén found that the practice of ignorant, su~
pensitious, or designing Slaves of attempting to instruct others, hds been
dlended with the most pernicious consequences, and even with the loss of
lfe - Be it enacted, that any Slave or Slaves, found guilty of preaching
otteaching as Anabaptists or otherwise, without a permission from their
onter and the Quarter Sessions for the parish in which such preaching
ot feaching takes place, shall be punished in such manner as any three
nigisirates may deem proper, by whipping, or imprisonment in the work-
guse to hard labour.

86—And whereas the assembly of Slaves and other persons after dark,
itlaces of meeting belonging to dissenters from the established religion and
oihier persons professing to be teachers of teligion; has been found extremely
dngerous, and great facilities are thereby given to the formation of plots and
wispiracies, and the health of Slaves and other persons has been injured in
tvelling to and from such places of meeting at late hours in the night : Be it
futher enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commence-
nent of this' Act, all such meetings between sunset and sunrise shall be
leld and deemed unlawful ; and any seetarian, dissenting minister; or
dfher person professing to be a teacher of religion, who shall, contrary to
iis Act, keep open any such place of meeting between sunset and sunrise;
fir the purpose aforesaid, or permit or suffer any such nightly assembly of
Slaes therein, or be present thereat, shall forfeit and pay a sum not less
llan twenty pounds, or exceeding fifty pounds for each offence, to be
eeorered in a stimmary manner before any three justices by warrant of
listress and sale, one moiety thereof to be paid tothe informer, who is hereby
leclared a competent witness, and the other moiety to the poor of the parish
in yhich such offence shall be ommitted; and in default of payment thereof
the said justices are hereby empowered and required to commit such of-
inder or offenders to the common gaol, for any space of time not ex-
weding one calendar month: Provided always that nothing herein
untained shall be deemed or taken to prevent any minister of the pres-
bytefian kirk, or licensed minister, from performing divine worship at any
fine befote the hour of eight o’¢lock in the evening, at any licensed place
if vorsliip, or to interfere with the celebration of divine worship, according
{s he rites and ceremonies of the Jewish and Roman Catholic religions.

§7—And whereas under pretence of offerings and contributions, large
ams of money and other chattels have been extorted by designing men
imfessing to be teachers of religion, practising on the ignorance and super-
widon of the Negroes in this island, to their great loss and impO‘VBHSh-
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ment: And whereas an ample provision is alteady made. by, the public
and by private means for the religious instruction of the Slaves: Be it ,
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that from and after the commencement.
of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any dissenting. minister, religious
teacher; or other person whatsoever, to demand or receive any money or
other chattel whatsoever from any Slave or Slaves within this island, for
affording such Slave or Slaves religious instruction, by way of offering con.
tributions, or any other pretence whatsoever ; and if any person or persons
shall, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, offend herein,
such person or persons shall, upon conviction before any three justices,,
forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds for each offence, to be recoverel
in a summary manner by warrant of distress and sale, under the handsand
seals of the said justices, one moiety thereof to be paid to the informes,
who is hereby declared a competent witness, and the other moiety to the
poor of the parish in which such offence shall be committed, and ir defal.
of payment, the said justices are hereby empowered and required to.con-
mit such offender or offenders to the common gaol for any space of tine,
not exceeding one calendar month. |

\

88.—And whereas a practice of nightly and. other private meetings hus
frequently taken place amongst the Slaves in several parts of this islad,
and which have been unknown to the owner, attorney, or other person
having charge of the Slaves of the property, and, as such meetings are -
jurious to the health of the Slaves and of dangerous tendency: Beit
therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in future all such meg.
ings shall be deemed unlawful, and the persons who shall or may attend
them shall be liable to be apprehended and taken; before any magisiute
of the parish wherein the offence shall be committed ; and,if any.white
person, or person of free condition attend such meeting, and it appeass o
the said magistrate on the oath of the person accusing the party, oro,
the oath of any other person, that he or she, is guilty, he or she shall b
committed to the gaol to be tried at the next Quarter: Sessions of the panish
for the said offence. and if convicted thereof, he or she shall be sentenced
to imprisonment in the county gaol for such period of time as. the justices
before whom he orshe shall be convicted; think proper to direct, not ey
cecding three months ; and if the offender be a Slave, he or she shall g
tried at the Quarter Sessions: or Special  Slave Court, and. if conyicled
thereof, he orshe shall be sentenced by .the said court to hard labour for
such time as the court shall think proper to.direct, or to receive such
other punishment by whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes af o
time, as the court shall order and direct. ey At yithagn

89.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatif wj
Negro orother Slave or Slaves shallmix or prepare, with.an intent to given
cause to be given, any poison, or poisonous, or nexious drug, pounded glas
or other deleterious matter in the practice of Obeah or otherwise, althougl
death may not ensue on the taking thereof, the said Slave or Slaves, b
gether with their accessaries as well before as after the fact (being Slayes)
being duly convicted thereof, shall suffer death or such, other punishmes

as the court'shall  award, anything in this or any other, Act fo the contryy
in anywise notwithstanding.

90.—And be it further enacted, that if there shall be found in the pos:
session of any Slave any poisonous drugs; pounded glass, or.any matorils
used in the practice of Obeah or'witchcraft, such.,Slave, upon; conyiction
shall” be liable to: suffer transportation  from  this island, or, such ofh
punishment not extending to life, as the court shall think properfo
direct. : . fs n Bl

91.—And whereas it is necessary to prevent secret and  unlawful meel
ings of Slaves : Be it therefore enacted by the authority.aforesaid, that ll
and every Slave or Slaves who shall. be found at any meetingfomel
either for the purpose of administering unlawful oaths by drinking humy
blood mixed with rum, grave dirt or otherwise, or of learningtheuse ol
arms, or for any other unlawful or dangerous purpose, such Slave o
Slaves shall on conviction thereof, suffer death or transportation for lif,
or such other punishment as the court shall direct.

é
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92.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
white person, or person of free condition shall be present at any such
meeting, and aiding and assisting in any of the unlawful purposes before- -
nentioned, such person or’ persons shall upon ‘convietion thercof in the
Supreme Court or either of the Courts of Assize of this island, be punished
with death, transportation off this island for life, or fine or imprisonment,
o both, at the discretion of the court before whom such person or per-
sons shall be tried. ' :

03.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
person or persons having knowledge of such unlawful meetings as afore-
aid, shall not forthwith give information thereof to a justice of the peace,
such person or persons shall on conviction before the Supreme or either of
e Courts of Assize or Courts of Quarter Sessions of this island, suffer
such punishment by fine or imprisonment, or both, or by public flogging,
s the court before which such person or persons shall have been so con-
victed shall direct. ‘

04—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Negto or other Slave shall after the commencement of this Act, steal any
hommed cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass; or shall kill any
sich horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse, mare, mule, or ass, with intent to
steal the whole carcass of any such horned cattle, sheep, goat, hog, horse,
nare, mule, or ass, or any part of the flesh thereof, such Negro ‘or other
Slave shall on conviction thereof suffer death, transportation, or such other
punishment as the court shall'in'its discretion inflict. |

05—And whereas great numbers of ' horned cattle, sheep, goats, hogs,
Torses, mares, mules, and asses, are frequently stolen and killed by Negro
ad other Slaves in so secret and private a ‘manner that itis with the
neatest difficulty they can be found out and discovered: in such ‘manner
w1 convict them of such offence, although large quantities of beef, mutton,
aid the flesh of other valuable animals are found upon him; her, or them ;
it order; therefore, to prevent such evils in future, and to punish the per-
petrators' of such Acts “agreeable to their crimes: Be it enacted by the
ailhority aforesaid, that if any Negro or other Slave shall fraudulently
have in his, her, or their custody or’ possession, unknown to his, or her
master, owner, overseer, or other person who shall have the overlooking
or employing of such Slave, any fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or goat, or
e flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass in-any quantity not exceeding twenty
pounds’ weight, without ‘giving asatisfactory account in what manner he or
she became possessed thereof, such Negro or other Slave, upon conviction
llereof before ‘any magistrate, shall be whipped in such manner as such
jistice shall direct, not'exceeding thirty-nine lashes ; and if there shall
be found in his, her, or  their custody or possession a larger or greater
quntity than twenty pounds’ weight of fresh beef, veal, mutton, pork, or
wat, or the flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass, and: such Slave shall not
dive a satisfactory account how he or she became possessed of such meat,
then sich Negro or other Slave, upon conyiction thereof, shall suffer such
pinishment as any three justices shall think proper to inflict or direct, not
extending to life, or imprisonment for life. : VT 7
‘05—And be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Negro or
oller Slave shall wantonly and cruelly cut, chop, shoot at, or otherwise
min and injure any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare, mule, or ass,
ach Negro or other Slave, shall for every such offence :be tried in a
smmary manner before three or more justices of the peace of the parish
it precinct where the offence shall be committed, and the said justices of
the peace shall, on conviction of such - Slave or Slaves, order and direct
sich punishment to be inflicted ‘as they shall think proper, not exceeding
ity lashes, to be inflicted at one or more different times, or two months’
hard labour in the workhouse ; and in all cases where, from such treatment
& above set forth, any horned cattle, horse, gelding, mare; mule, or ass,
dall be killed, or shall die within ten days after the offence committed,
dihough the carcass, or any part of ‘the flesh thereof may not be stolen,
such Negro or other Slave shall be tried at the Court of Quarter Sessions,
or Special Slave: Court, and on conviction thereof suffer death, transporta-
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tion, or confinement to hard labour for life, or such other pumshmentas
the court shall think proper.

97.—Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any Slave
or Slaves shall, by wantonly or cruelly cutting, chopping, striking, orly
any other manner or way whatsoever, mutilate, disfigure, dismember, o
injure any Slave or Slaves, so as to endanwer life, althouwh death shall not
ensue, or that such Slave or Slaves shall become a crlpplc, or lose any of
his or her limbs, or be deprived of the use thereof, all and every orany
such Slave or Slaves so offending, shall for every or any such offence, be
tried at the Court of Quarter Scsuons or Special Slave Court, and upon
conviction shall suffer death, transportation for life, or such other punsh
ment as the court shall direct.

98.—And whereas the practice of Negroes to clear their grounds by
ﬁre is highly dangerous to the nelghbourlng proprietors, and frequen
instances of alarm and injury occur for want of some restraint m that
respect. For prevention of so great an evil, Be it further enacted, thit i
any injury shall arise to the owner proprietor, or. possessor, of one pi-
perty by a Slave or Slaves on the adjoining property clearing ground by
fire, the Slave or Slaves who shall so clear ground by fire, by which
injury shall result to the adjoining property, shall be proceeded aginst
tried, and punished, if found guilty, as and for a misdemeanour; i
the overseer or other person then actually having charge of the propery
on which such fire shall originate, shall have knowledge that any Negn
under his charge has made any such fire for clearing his or her ground, an
shall not forthwith use his best endeavours to cause the same to beex
tinguished, and such fire shall cause injury to the neighbouring propert,
such overseer or other person shall suffer such fine as any two justices of
the peace of the parish wherein such injury shall happen shall award, nf
exceeding ten pounds for one and the same offence, the complaint whereon
shall be heard, determined, and the penalty, when imposed, shall by
enforced in a summary manner before any two justices of the peace.

99.—And whereas it 1s necessary to declare how and in what mam
Slaves should be tried for crimes and offences: Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that from and after this Act shall commence and bein
force, all and every charge or complaint against any Slave or Slaveso
murder, rape, felony, burglary, robbery, burning or destroying houses
out-houses, stores, Negro houses, or cane grass, or cane pieces, or hreakin
into such houses, out-houses, stores, or Negro houses, in the daytime, n
personbeing therein, andstealing thereout, rebellion, rebelliousconspiracies,
or any other offence whatsoever committed by any Slave or Slaves
shall subject such Slave or Slaves to suffer death, transportation, or cor-
finement to hard labour for life, or for a term exceeding one year, shall b
heard, tried, and determined, at the Court of Quarter Sessmns or Specil
Slave Court for the parish or precinct where the offence shall be cn
mitted, as part of the business of such court, and by indictment befor
the grand and petit juries of such court, as indictable offences aremy
conducted at such courts against white persons and persons of free con
dition, but first disposing of such business of the court as shall conen
white persons and persons of free condition, and then proceeding with ke
trial of Slaves against whom bills may be found by the grand jury; ad
the justice before whom such charge or complaint is made shall isstea
his warrant for apprehending the offender or offenders, and all persons il
can give evidence, who being brought before him or any other justicel
the peace, if, upon examination it appears probable that the Sl o
Slaves apprehended is or are guilty, shall commit the offender or offenden
to gaol for trial at the next Court of Quarter Sessions or Special Sl
Court, and secure the attendance there of the witnesses by recogniza
or committal to gaol, as public justice may require ; and in all cases e
evidence of Slaves shall be admitted against Slaves before the Justice, the
court, and the grand or petit jury ; and in case of the grand jury findinga
true bill, then in any parish where the Court of Quarter Sessions is nov
usually holden, such Slave or Slaves shall have the indictment or charge
distinctly read to him, her, or them, in open court, which _indic;mentor
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charge 'shall be deemed valid if sufficient in substance, and shall not be
quashed for defect in form, and thereupon the plea shall be taken down
and entered, and such Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or
their trial before a petit jury, in like manner as is the practice usual
and accustomed at the Quarter Sessions on the trial of indictments against
white persons and persons of free condition ; and if a petit jury be already
" formed for any preceding business of the court, it shall ‘be lawful to pro-
ceed to try the indictment against such Slave or Slaves, upon calling over
the names of the jurors, and causing them to be sworn to try all and every
such Slave or Slaves as shall be brought before them, and a true verdict
give according to evidence as in other cases ; reserving to the crown  and
to the prisoner the power of challenging any of the said jurors, upon as-
signing cause, to be approved. of by the court: And provided, that no
owner or proprietor of any prisoner, or the attorney, guardian, trustee,
overseer, or book-keeper, of such owner or proprietor, or the person prose-
cuting his or her attorney, guardian, trustee, overseer, or book-keeper, shall
be allowed to sit as a juror upon the trial of such prisoner, and the place of
such juror as shall be set aside upon challenge or for the causes aforesaid,
shall be supplied by others returned upon the pannel to serve as jurors; or if
a sufficient number should not be in attendance, then such deficiency shall
be supplied by a writ of tales, to be issued by the court in which such trial
shall take place, and the same jury shall serve for every case, under the pre-
ceding regulations, at the same court, unless the court shall see, or the jury
of themselves declare, that the circumstances of one trial too intimately affect
another trial, to proceed without bias, in which case a new jury shall be
called ; and if the said jurors shall, upon hearing the evidence, unanimously
find the Slave or Slaves guilty of the offence with which he, she, or they stand
charged, the court shall pass sentence of death without benefit of clergy,
or transportation, or confinement to hard labour for life, or a limited time,
or whipping, or such other punishment as the court shall 'think proper,
according to the nature of the offence : Provided always, that no sentence
of death or transportation, pronounced upon any Slave or Slaves, shall be
cartied into effect, unless by warrant under the hand and seal of the
governor, or the person exercising the functions of governor, who is here- -
by authorized to issue such warrant, and before whom shall be previously
laid the charge or indictment, the. evidence taken down at the trial, and
the sentence of the court, or a true copy thereof, attested by the justice
tesiding at the trial, or in case of his death or absence, of one of the other
Justices constituting the court; except when sentence of death shall be
passed upon any Slave or Slaves convicted of rebellion or rebellious con-
spiracy, in which case the court shall and may proceed to pass sentence,
and carty the same into execution as heretofore, at such time and place as
~public expedience may require, or if no pressing occasion arise, the court
may, if it sees fit, refer the proceedings to the governor, in the manner and

to be disposed of by him as in other cases of public convictions: Provided
always, that if it sﬁall be necessary or expedient for the furtherance of
justice and the safety of the public, to hold any court before the stated
Court of Quarter Session, it shall be lawful to convene a Special Slave
Court, and the custos or senior magistrate of the parish or precinct, shall
issue a special writ of venire, directed to the provost marshal general or
' his lawful deputy, to summon and warn forty-eight persons, such as are
‘usually warned and empannelled to serve on juries for the parish or pre-
cinct, personally to be and appear at such court, at the usual place for
lolding the Quarter Session, at such day and time as may be expressed in
such venire, then and there to inquire for our Sovereign Lord the King, of
and concerning all such matters and things as shall be given them in
charge, and enjoined, when and where the said persons so warned by the
provost marshal, or his lawful deputy as aforesaid, are hereby severally
required to attend, under the penalty of five pounds on each defaulter, and
when and where the said Special Slave Court shall proceed in like man-
ner in all respects, as is the usual custom and practice at a Grand Court
of Quarter Sessions of the peace, for indictable offences against persons of

free condition. s g
100.~And whereas this mode of trying Slaves will materially interfere
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with the facilities granted to those parishes, which are component parts of
a precinet, w herein Special Slave Courts are now allowed : Be it enacted, -
that in the parishes of St. Thomas in the Vale, and St. John (part ofthe pre-

cinct of St. Catherine), indictments against Slaves shall be preferred before

the grand jury, convened and sworn at the Court of Quarter Sessions of

the respective precincts, and the attendance of all witnesses to support the

charge before the grand jury, shall be secured as aforesaid, and whena
true bill shall be returned against any Slave or Slaves, such trial shall e

proceeded in a Special Slave Court, to be convened by the custos or senior

magistrate of such parish, to meet at the place such court is at pleent
held by law, and thereupon the custos, or in his absence the senior magis
trate of the parish where such trial is to take place, shall and may hold”
such Spcmal Slave-Court, at the place where parochial business is usually
transacted in such parish, and shall sign and issue a writ of venire to the
provost marshal, or his lawiul deputy, for convening twenty-four persons of
the parish qualified to serve on juries, at the time “and place appointed by

the writ of venire, to form a petit jury for the trial of Slaves againstwhom

bills of indictment have been found at the Quarter Sessions, ‘such teial to

take place under the same regulations as are hereinbefore contamed asto”

trials of Slaves in the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and the provost marahal

his deputy, and all persons under recognizance, and the persons so warned

as jurors for any breach of the duty hereby imposed, in regard to such
Special Slave Court, shall suffer the like penalties, under the Tike remedies
as if done in regard to_the Quarter Sessions, and all proceedings of such
Special Slave Courts shall be returned into the office of the clerk of the

peace of the precinct, there to be recorded and kept as part of the records
of the said paubh Provided always, that if any Slave or Slaves shall have "

been detained in custody under commitment for six calendar months, an(l
no indictment shall have been pleferled against him, her, or them, or pet-

son appearing to prosecute the complaint durmg that time, it shall be the’ 4

duty of the said justices of Quarter Sessions so assembled for the purpose .,
of holding such Court of Quarter Sessions, to discharge such Slave o,

Slaves by proclamation at the expiration of six calendat months

from the time of the commitment of such Slave or Slaves: Andp
vided always, that in any case upon an indictment against any Slave.

or Slaves for murder, where malice propense shall 1ot be ‘proved fo

the satisfaction of the jurors, such juror shall be, and they are heleby
declared to be, at liberty to return a verdict of manslaughter, if they shall
think the nature of the case shall require it, and the person or persons,
so found guilty of manslauo-hter, shall suffer such pumshmcnt as the court
shall think fit to inflict, not cxtendmo' to life.

101.—And whereas the ends of JllSt]CC ate §ometimés defeated by the”
incapacity or gross neglect of their duties by the clerks of the peace : Be "‘;15

it enacted by the authomty aforesaid, that if a charge in writing of any

misdemeanour, or gross neglect, or flequcnt neglect committed by a clerk

of the peace, or if his ignorance or incapacity to fill such office be Bkhlblted
against him to the Quartel Sessions, a majority of the justices on open

cxammat]on and proof thereof there, may discharge him from the office, -

or suspend him for such space. of time as the ]ustlceb shall think proper,
and in default of appointment of another sufficient person, resident inthe

\\\\\\

parish, by the cuslos rotulorum, to the office of such clerk of the peact

before the next Quarter Sessions, the justices at the said or any subsequcnt

court, may appoint to the office.

102.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatilie.
custos, magistrates, and vestry in every parish of this island, alcherehy
empowered and required to employ a person who has been regularly ad- '

mitted as a barrister or attorney at law in the courts of this island, to

attend the trials of all Slaves for capital offences in the Quarter Sessions

or Special Slave Courts, and to take the defence of such Slaves, at.such’

rate of salary or remuneration by fees, as they may see ht to be pald out
of the parochial funds.

103.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ‘that all wit:.
nesses, whether white or of free condition, legally warned, and who-do not
attend to give evidence, at any trial under this Act, or show Dby affidavita
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sufﬁclent cause for hlS or her absence,  shall be hable to a fine of ten
unds, . |
104, -—-And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
jurors serving at any of the courts herein mentioned, and every person or
persons, whose presence may be requisite at the examination of any Slave
or Slaves, and who shall be required by warrant or summons, under the
hand and seal of any. justice of the peace, and all and every Slave and
Slaves who shall be brought as witnesses, shall be protected in their
person from all mesne or JUdIClal process whatsoever in their going to,
attending at, and returning from such examination or trial, and that such
Slaves shall not be bub]ect to be levied on.

105.—And be 1t further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that a record
sll be entered up of all proceedings on the trials of Slaves, for any crime
fhat shall subject any Slave or Slaves to suffer death, transportation, or
anfinement to hard labour, in a book to be kept for that purpose by the
dlerk of the peace, or his lawful deputy, of the parish or precinct, who is
hereby obliged to attend all such trials, and to record the proceedings
vithin thirty days after such trial, under the penalty of twenty pounds
for each neglect, and he shall be entitled to receive from the churchwardens
of such palish the sum of five pounds, and no more, for attending each
trl, entering up the record, and all other business incidental thereto.
And further, that the deputy marshal for the said parish, or some proper
person acting under him, shall, under the penalty of fifty pounds, warn
the jurors, and attend the trlals of all Slaves, and also attend at the exe-
mtion of such offenders as shall be condemned to die ; and that he shall
e entltled to receive from the churchwardens of thc said parish, for
mming jurors and attending trials of Slaves at all courts, the sum of
ire pounds for each court to be held under this Act, and the further sum
itfive pounds for attending the execution of each offendel as shall be con-
denmed to die. ,

106—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in case
uy Slave or Slaves shall give false evidence on any trial had under this
Att, such Slave or Slaves being thereof convicted, shall suffer the same.
puishment as persons convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury.

107—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in
future, whenever a warrant shall be granted by one or more of his
Yajesty’s justices of the peace against any Slave, if the said Slave cannot
be mmediately taken on the said warrant, the owner, possessor, attorney,
guardlan or overseer of  such Slave shall be served with a copy of the
sid warrant, and if he, she, or they, do not carry the said Slave before a.
maglstrate, to be dealt with according to law on the said warrant ; and if
itshould be afterwards proved that the owner, possessor, attomey, guar-.
dlan, or overseer, of such Slave wilfully detained or concealed the said
Slave, he, she, or they, shall forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds. -

"108,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in all
tials of any Slave or Slaves under this Act, six days notice of such trial
sull be first given to the owner or possessor of such Slave or Slaves,
his, her, or their lawful attorney or attornies, or other representative
0 Bepresentatlveb, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwith-
Standing,

109.—And whereas it may sometimes happen that the owner, proprletor,
orpossessor of a Slave, may reside in a different parish or precinct from
that wherein such Slave may have committed the offence for which he or
fieis to be tried ; Be it therefore enacted, that in such cases the clerk of
the peace of the ‘parish or precinct where the offence is to be tried, shall
transmit the notice of such trial to the clerk of the peace of the parish or
mecinct Wherein the owner, proprictor, or possessor, as aforesaid, may
tiside, who shall forthwith thereupon, under the penalty of twenty pounds,
deliver such notice, and a copy thereof, to one of the lawful constables of
the said parish, to be by him, under the penalty of ten pounds; served on
such owner, proprietor, or possessor, and the sald constable is hereby
equited to make an affidavit of the manner in which he may have served
fhe sald notlce, to be sworn to beforc any justice of the peace, dnd shall
10,25
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return such notice so sworn to, to the clerk of the peace from whombe
received the same, to be by him transmitted to the clerk of the peac o
the parish or precinct where the offence is to be tried, in due time, fir
which duty the clerk of the peace of the parish where the warantshl
be served, shall be paid the sum of one pound six shillings and eigh
pence, and the constable the sum of one pound six shlllmgb and elght
pence, by the acting churchwarden of the said parish.

110.—And whereas it sometimes happens that runaway Slaves area)
prehended in consequence of the commission of erimes, and in such css
it is frequently impossible to ascertain the owners or other persons o
whom notices of trial ought to be served: Be it therefore enacted, th
whenever it shall so happen that the name of the owner cannot be ds
covered, a public notice shall be given for three weeks in the three comf
papers, of the name and debcuptlon of the Slave, of the nature of the
offence, and of the day of trial, which shall be deemed to be sufficient
notice of such trial.

111.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that inl
cases where the punishment of death is inflicted, the execution shall I
performed in a public part of the parish, and with due solemnity, audif
shall be the duty of the rector or curate to prepare the criminal while unde
sentence, and to attend at the place of execution, and care shall be taka
by the gaoler or deputy marshal, that the criminal is free from intoxicatin
at the time of his trial, and from thence to and at the time of his executin,
under the penalty of twenty pounds, and the mode of such execution shil
be hanging by the neck, and no other, and the body shall be afterwards i
posed of as the court shall direct.

112.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, thatinl
cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be put upon his, her, or their trl
and receive sentence of death or transportation, or commltment fo hard
labour for life, the court at the time of trying such Slave or Slaves, shall
lnqmre of the jury, upon their oaths, what sum or sums of money the oWnel,
proprietor, or possessor of the said Slave or Slaves, ought to receive forsu
Slave or Slaves, and certify the same, so that such sum or sums of mony
do not exceed the sum of one hundred pounds for each Slave so sentenel
as aforesaid, and if the conviction be for running away, the value to be el
by the jury, shall not exceed fifty pounds.

118.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in d
cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be brought to trial, and sentenced b
death, and valued according to the directions of “this Act, the provost marshl
or his lawful deputy, shall, “under the penalty of two hundred pounds, cany
such sentence into execution, in obedience to the warrant from the gover
nor or person executing the functions of governor for the time being,orli
warrant of the justices in cases of conviction for rebellion or rebellious wr
spiracy ; and 1n case of sentence to transportation, shall, upon receivings
warrant from the governor or person executing the functions of govemor
for the time being, for that purpose, forthwith sell such Slave or Slavesfu
transportation to the best advantage in his power, and shall, under fhe
penalty of two hundred pounds, within the space of one month from the
time of such sale, render to the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such She
or other person legally entitled to receive the same, a just and true accout
upon oath, of the sale or sales of such Slave or Slaves, and of the legl
charges attendma the same, and pay over to such owner, propriefor, or pos
sessor or other person legally entitled to receive the same, the procceds
such sale or sales, after deducting all legal charges as aforesaid ; and ifitshl
happen that the charges due to the provoat marshal or his lawful deputy, for
confinement and subsistcnce-of said Slave or Slavesshall amount to or exceed
the amount of the sales, the same shall be sworn to by the said provostm:
shal or his lawful d(,puty, on the back of the certificate of valuation, inwhich
case the receiver general shall pay the whole amount of such valuation

114.—And be it further enactéd by the authority aforesaid, thatinal
cases where any Slave or Slaves shall be sentenced to. death, or confine
ment to hard labour for life, and be valued according to this Act, such Slare
or-Slaves shall be paid for by the receiver general of this island, outof any
monies in his hands, upon production of a legal certificate of such sentent
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and valuation, but not otherwise, and in all cases ywhere any Slave or Slaves
shall be sentenced to transportation, and valued in manner aforesaid, the
" receiver general shall in like manner, upon production of a like certificate,

‘together with the account upon oath, hereinbefore directed to be made by
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, but not otherwise, pay the amount
of the valuation of such Slave or Slaves, after deducting the amount of such
account. ‘
' 115.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every Slave
who under the authority and by virtue of this Act, shall be sold for trans-
portation by the provost marshal or his Jawful deputy, shall, notwithstanding
such sale, remain in the custody of the said provost marshal or hissaid deputy,
until the purchaser of such Slave shall have entered into bond with sufficient
security to our Sovereign Lord the King, under the penalty of five hundred
pounds for every such Slave so purchased, that every such Slave shall be
transported off this island within thirty days after the date of such bond, and
shall in the mean time be kept in close confinement on board the ship or
vessel in which such Slave is intended to be transported, which bond shall
be taken by the said provost marshal orhis lawful deputy as aforesaid (for
which the provost marshal or his said deputy, shall receive from the party
entering into the same, all the expenses incidental thereto), and be filed
among the records in the office of the clerk of the peace of the parish or
precinct where such Slave was tried. |
"'116.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
such purchaser of any Slave so directed to be sold for transportation as
aforesaid, shall at the time of executing such bond as aforesaid, also make
oath in writing on some part of the said bond, before the provost marshal or
bis lawful deputy as aforesaid (either of whom is hereby authorized and .
required to administer the same), that every such Slave. so purchased by
him, shall be transported to (death. or dangers of the seas ex-
cepted), and that the said Slave so purchased, shall not with his knowledge,
privity, or consent, be relanded in this island.

117.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the pro-
yost marshal or any of his deputies, shall not under the penalty of three
hundred pounds for each offence, deliver over to any purchaser or pur-
chasers any Slave so sold for transportation as aforesaid, until such bond is
entered into, and oath taken as aforesaid, and in case any such Slave so sold
for transportation as aforesaid, shall be found within this island after the ex-
piration of the thirty days before limited for his or their transportation, such
Slave shall become forfeited to the crown and be re-sold for transportation
by the provost marshal or his lawful deputy, in the same manner and under
the like penalties as are hereinbefore enacted, and the net proceeds of such
re-sale shall be paid over to the receiver general for the use of the public.

118.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
Slave sold for transportation under and by virtue of this Act, who shall be
found at large within this island, at any time after such sale, as is herein-
before directed, may and shall be lawfully apprehended by any person
whomsoever, and immediately taken before any of his Majesty’s justices
of the peace, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of such: justices
that such Slave had been formerly sold for transportation by virtue of this
Act, such justice shall, by warrant under his hand and seal, direct such
Slave to be delivered to the provost marshal or his lawful deputy to be re-
sold for transportation only, and the ;monies arising from such sale, after
deducting a commission of five. pounds per centum, and all necessary. ex-
penses, shall be paid over, one moiety thereof to the person apprehending
such Slave, and the other moiety to the receiver general for the time being;,
for the support of the government of this island.

119.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Negro or other Slave who shall have been transported from this island
under the directions of this Act, or of any other Act heretofore in force re-
specting Slaves, for murder, rebellion, or any other erime which would have
subjected him to the punishment of death, shall wilfully return from trans-
portation, such Negro or other Slave shall, upon conviction, suffer death

without benefit of clergy.
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120.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the
master of any ship or vessel, or any other ‘person or' persons shall know?*?
ingly and wilfully bring back to this island; or shall be’ aiding and assisting' "
in the bringing back, or cause to procure to b’e"b_’roﬂght.back'to"‘thi‘é‘is’l‘aﬁd;‘f‘
any Negro or other Slave who shall have been transported from this island
under and_ by virtue of this'Act or any other Act heretofore'in force el
specting Slaves, such master, or person, or persons being convicted thereof,"”
by bill, plaint, or information in the Supreme Court of Judicatuye, or cithier
of the Courts of Assizes of this island, shall forfeit the sum of three hun- "
dred pounds for each Slave so brought back: one moiety whereof shall e
to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs, and successors, for-and towards "’
the support of’ the government of this island, and the ‘contingent chares'”
thereof, and the other moiety to the party or parties at whose ‘suit or com.
plaint such person was convicted, and shall also suffer imprisonment dt the'
discretion of the court for any space of time, not less than three nor ex-
ceeding twelve months, without bail or mainprize, el CHAATRE AR

121.—Whereas it is now difficult to transport Slaves with effect: Be it
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that in future all Slaves senternced to’
transportation, that cannot be sold within one month, shall'be cotmitted f
by warrant of any justice of the peace to hard labour in the workhouse till"
transportation can be effected, and the receiver general ' shall’ pay’such”
value to the owner as may have been fixed by the jury : And if théreafter’
the provost marshal or his lawful deputy shall be ‘able to effect the sale for

' penalty of ‘two hundred pounds, within

]

transportation, he shall, under the ‘ .
the space of one month from the time of such sale, render to the receiver
general a just and true account upon oath, of the sale’of the Slave 'or'”
Slaves, and of the legal charges attending the same, and' pay‘over to' tlie”
receiver general the proceeds of such sale or sales, after deducting"all
legal charges. iy ' = I JU Y D0T0)
122.—And whereas instances. have occurred of . convicted Slaves undef:
conhinement to hard labour in the workhouse for life, having conducted”
themselves in such an orderly and correct manner as to ‘obtdin the appro-
bation and confidence of the: persons having charge over: them, and'tg
evince in eyery respect a complete reformation of manmers, and as it is ex-
pedient to hold out encouragement to convicts who have so coriducted”
themselves, as well as to render them an example for imitation, to’ the “end"
that a landable excitement may prevyail amongst persons' in'their otherwise
desperate condition : Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid; that 1t shiall
and may be, lawful for the governor or person exercising the  functiofs of
governor for the time being, upon the representation of the commissioners:
of the workhouse of the parish where any deserving convict shall' be;'that
such.conviet has conducted himself or herself, for‘a period of not' léss thian

threeyears, in such an orderly and correct manner as to obtain’ the appro.
bation and confidence of the

person having charge over him or het, and ty
evince in; every respect a complete reformation of manners, to direct the'
workhouse keeper, under his sign manual, to put the said convict ‘up fo
public sale, and to sell and dispose of him or her to the highest and best
bidder, with the approbation, of the said convict ; and the “title given wpon
the sale thereof, shall be as legal and effectual as any sales made under the
workhouse, law, and the proceeds of the said sale, aftei deducting 'the
charges thereof, shall be paid over to the receiver general to be appliedii
ald, of the 1sland, contingencies. = s e LT Y

123.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ifany
Negro or other Slaye, who may be sentenced to be confined in the work-
house for any time, shall escape from such confinement before the'expir-
tion of his or her sentence, such Negro or other Slave being retaken, shall,
on proof: of his or her identity before three Justices of ‘the peace, b ad:
Judged by them to be sent back to confinement to compléte the terni for
which he or she was sentenced to confinement, and to receive a whipping
not exceeding fifty lashes. G ‘ Tt Ml

124.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that ifan
Negro or other Slave who may be sentenced to be confined: to Hard labour
for life in any workhouse shall escape therefrom, every such Negro or otlier
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Slave bemg retaken, shall, on proof of his or her identity before three
magistrates, be, adjudged by them, either to be recommitted to his ‘or her
former pumshment or to be transported off this island for life.

125—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if the
provost marshal, or any of his lawful deputies, or any lawful ‘constable or
workhouse keeper shall wilfully or negligently suffer any Slave or Slaves
to escape, who 'shall be committed to his or their custody for any offence
under this Act, such marshal, constable, or workhouse keeper who shall
suffer such escape, shall, on conviction thereof before three magistrates,
forfeit a sum not exceeclmn' fifty pounds, to be recovered in ‘a summary
manner by warrant, under the hands and seals of the said three magistrates,
for the use of the paush and, without injury to the rights of the owner, to
sue for the value of the same.

126,—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that when
any Slave or Slaves shall be discharged by proclamation, the deputy mar-
shal or: workhouse keeper shall be entitled to receive all such fees, as shall
be due. for such Slave or Slaves, at the time of such “discharge, from the
public; upon application and due proof made in the most solemn manner fo
the, assembly or any committee thereof, that such Slave or Slaves, during
the, time. they were in the custody of such deputy marshal or WOI‘thUbe
keeper, was or were found and provided with proper and sufficient provi-
signs and necessary clothing, agreeably to this law.

127.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that no gaol-
keeper in this island, or any person acting under him as clerk or deputy,
shall .on any pretence whatsoever, work or employ any Slave or Slaves
sent; to, his custody, nor hire or lend such Slave or Slaves to work for any
other.person or persons during the time such Slave or Slaves shall be in
custody but that all such Slaves shall be and remain in the common
gaol of the county, parish, or precinct, in order to be inspected by any
personor, persons desiring the same : and in case any gaol-keeper shall
offend, herem, he shall for every offence forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty
ounds,
i 198—And whereas there are many inferior crimes and misdemeanours
committed by Slaves. which ought to be punished in a summary manner
before, two magistrates : Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid,
thatall mlsdemeanouls and inferior’ crimes committed by any Slave or
‘Slaves, mcludmg swearing, obscene lancrudo*e, drunkenness, and indecent
and. noisy. behaviour, shall be tried in a summary manner before two or
more justices of the peace of the parish or precinct where the offence shall
be committed, reasonable notice of the time'and place of such trial being
given .to; the owner, proprietor, or possessor of such Slave or Slaves, or
his, her, or their attorney or attornies, or the person or persons having the
are.of such Slave or Slaves; and the said justices of the peace shall, on
conviction of ‘such Slave or Slaves, order and direct such punishment to
he inflicted as they shall think proper, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, or
‘three months imprisonment to hard labour.

1129.—And be it further enacted, that the clerk of the peace, for attend-
ing. such summary trial, and making out the order of the magistrates
thereat, which he 1s hereby bound to “do under the penalty of fifty pounds,
shall be entitled to receive fromn the churchwardens of the parish, the sum
of one pound six shillings and eight pence, and the constable, for attending
the. trial .and at the execution of the order of the magistrates thereon,
shall receive the sum of ten shillings; except in the city of Kingston,
where. the fees of the clerk of the peace shall be thirteen shﬂlmn*s and
four,pence, and to the constable five shillings, in consequence of the great
nmumber of such trials in that city.

180.—And be it further enacted by the'authority aforesaid, that: from
and: after the commencement of this Act, upon any complaint made before
aJustlee of the peace, of any murder, felony, bul«rlary, robbery, rebellion,

orichellious conspiracy, treason, or traitorous conbpuacy, rape, mutilation,
branding, dismembering, or cmelly beating, or confining without sufficient
suppoit, a Slave or blaves, or in any - cases of bedltIOllb meetmg, or of.

2D :
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harbouring or concealing runaway Slaves, or giving false tickets ot letters
to such runaway Slaves, to enable them to elude detection, or on any
inquisition before a coroner, the evidence of any Slave or Slaves, respect:
ing such complaint or inquisition, shall be received and taken by such
_]ustlce of the peace, or coroner, and on any prosecution in any of the courts::
of this island for any of the crimes beforementioned, the evidence ofa
Slave or Slaves shall also be admitted and received: Provided always, that ©
before such evidence shall be received, a certificate of his or her baptisn
shall be produced, and the justice of the peace, coroner, or court, shall be
satisfied, on due examination had, that such Slave comprehends the nature
and obligation of an oath: And provided also, that nothing herein con-
tained shall prevent the court from receiving objections as to the competency
of such witness, or from receiving evidence as to the credibility of such -
witness in like manner as they would receive the same as to white persons
and persons of free condition: And provided also, that no white person ot
persons of free condition shall be convicted of any of the crimes aforesaid,
on the testimony of any Slaves, unless two of the said Slaves,at least,
- clearly and consistently depose to the same fact or circumstance, such
Slaves being examined apart and out of the hearing of each other: And
provided albo that no white person or persons of frec condition, ‘shall be
convicted on the testimony of any Slave or Slaves of any crime or offence,
as aforesaid, unless the complaint shall have been made within twelve
months after the commission thereof, and unless the crime or offence shall
have been committed subsequent to the commencement of this Act,
131.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every "
justice of the peace or coroner who shall take the deposition of any Slave;"
shall certify as part of the jurat, that the deponent had been duly examined,
and found to possess a competent knowledge of the nature and obligations
of an oath ; and such justice of the peace or coroner shall take from the
person in possession of such Slave, or from some fit and proper person,a"
recognizance in a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds, nor less than’
twenty pounds, conditioned for the productlon of such Slave as a witness
in the court at which the indictment is to be preferred or tried; and such
justice or coroner shall forthwith transmit to the clerk of the crown, such
deposition and recognizance ; and in case the person in possession of such
Slave as aforesaid, shall refuse to give or shall not produce such bail for
the appearance of such Slave as a witness, or the person in possession of
such Slave, shall be the party accused, or if under the circumstances of the
case, the justice of the peace or coroner shall see cause to apprehend that
the witness may be withheld from giving his or her testimony, then such
justice of the peace or coroner shall have the power of securing the attend:
ance of such Slave as a witness, by a committal to gaol in the same
manner as the attendance of a witness for the crown, who 15 unable to
find bail for his appearance is now ensured; and the marshal or keeper
of such gaol shall allow to the said Slave the sum of one shilling and
eight pence per diem, for his or her support during confinement; and
such allowance shall be repaid to the marshal, or keeper of the gaol |
in the same manner as the allowance to witnesses for the crown is
now paid to him ; and in case the party in possession of a Slave, shall
produce him or her as a witness at the court where any indictment is
preferred or had, according to the condition of a recognizance entered
into, by or on the part of “such person in possession as. aforesaid, such
person in possession shall be entitled to receive mile money, at the rate of
one shilling per mile for the first five miles, and sixpence per mile forevery
mile afterwards, and a sum not exceeding three shillings and four-pence
per diem for each and every day such Slave shall have been absent fron
home for the purpose of attending at the court, as a compensation for the loss
of the labour of such Slave ; and the Judges presiding at the trial, upon
application made to them in the court after the trial, are hereby authorized,
if they shall deem it equitable and right, under the circumstances of the
case, to assess the amount of such mile-money and compensation, and to
grant a certificate thereof under their signature ; and such certificate, after
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being approved of by the commissioners of public accounts, shall be paid
by the receiver general to the person or persons to whom such certificate
shall be granted.

132.—And in order to remove, as much as possible, any temptation to
commltper_]uty by those Slaves who shall be required to give evidence : Be
it enacted by ' the authority aforesaid, that the court shall not be at liberty
to exercise the power given by this Act, for declaring any Slave free and
discharged from all. manner of servitude, where the owner of such Slave
has been convicted of particular offences, if any Slave shall have been sworn
upon the trial as a witness on the part of the prosecution.

133.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any
Slave shall commit wilful and corrupt perjury, in giving evidence upon any
of the occasions hereinbefore mentioned, such Slave shall be liable to be
tried therefore, and upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to hard
labour in the workhouse, or to stand in the pillory for such time as the
court shall direct, or to whipping, or to all or either of such punishments,
at the discretion of the court.

[34—And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
Slaves whose attendance are required as witnesses, shall be protccted in
their persons from all civil process whatsoever in going to or attending at,
and returning from such examinations or trials, as are hereinbefore men-
tioned ; and that such Slaves shall, durlng such time, not be liable to be
levied on for debt or otherwise.

13).—And whereas it may sometimes happen, that white persons or
pessons of free condition, associate themselves in crime with Slaves : Be it
therefore enacted, that if any white or free person or persons shall be found
inthe company of any Slave or Slaves, and aiding or assisting them in the
commission of any crime or illegal offence, or shall employ them in such
offences, the testimony of such Slaves shall be received against such free
person or persons whether baptized or not, except where the life of such
white or free person or persons shall be affected; and admitted in such
manner as the testimony of accomplices in crime is now received in courts
of law.

135—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the
operation of this Act, nor any part thereof, shall not be suspended by
martial law, any law, usage, or cu:,tom to the contrary thereof in anywise
notwithstanding.

137.—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
penalties in this Act mentioned, and not already declared how they shall
be recovered and applied, shall, if not exceeding fifty pounds, be recovered
inasummary manner, before any two of his Ma‘]est{l justices of the peace,
by distress and sale of the offender’s goods and chattels ; and if amount-
ing to or exceeding fifty pounds, to be recovered in the Supreme Court of
Judicature, or in cither of the Courts of Assize, by action of debt, bill,
plaint, or information, ‘wherein no essoin, protection, or wager of law, or
non vult ulterius proseque shall be entered ; one moiety of which penalties
shall be paid to the churchwardens, for the use of the parish where the
offence shall be committed, and the other moiety to the informer, or him,
her; or them who shall sue for the same: Provided always that all pro-
ceedings for the recovery of penalties under this Act, shall be instituted
within twelve months after the offence be committed.

133—And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all
offences committed during the time the Act entitled < An Act for the
Subsistence, Clothing, and the better Regulation and Government of Slaves,
lor enlarging. the Powers of the Council of Protection, for preventing the
mproper transfer of Slaves, and for other Purposes,” passed in the year
816, and all other Acts by this Act repealed, were in force, shall be
punished - in the manner directed by the said Acts, but shall be heard,
tried, and determined in the form prescribed by this Act. And it shall
be lawful to recover and apply all penalties incurred thereunder as fully
and effectually as if the said Acts were still in force and unrepealed.

139.~And be' it further enacted by the authorlty aforesald that this
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Act shall commence, continue, and be in force from the first day of My
next, until the first day of May 1830.
Passed the Assembly this 7th day of December 1826 ‘
(Signed) DAVID FINLAYSON Speaker
Passed the Council this 22nd day of December, 1826,
(Signed) W. BULLOCK, Clerk Councll
I consent, this 22nd day of December, 1326,
( Slo'ned) MANCHESTER.

No. 12.

Extract from a Despatch from His Grace t/ze Duke of Manchester. addressed b
Earl Bathurst, dated King’s House Jamaica, 8th January 1827

WHEN I had the honour of reporting to your Lordship the proceedmﬂs
of the last session, I omitted to acquaint you that the free population
have been very materially benefited by all fees and expenses having been
abolished on Bills granting privileges. And all that is now requlred
entitle individuals to Bills granting any privilege, except that of being
magistrates, or being members of the Council and Assembly,isa certificate
from respectable persons of their having been decently educated; and
their characters being unexceptionable.

These Bills entitle the objects of them to save deﬁcwncy, which vas
the great boon the free population have always sought, and nothing
show more clearly how much this class of persons has been satisfied will
the new regulation,in their/favour, than that twenty-five privilege Billswer
passed during the last session, although the abolition of fees did not take
place very early in the session.

| I have, &c.
; (Signed) MANCHESTER
The Earl Bathurst, K. G. .
&cit &ei &es
APPENDIX.

Extract from a Despatch from His Grace the Duke of Manchester to Eul
Bathurst, dated King’s House, Jamaica, 31st December, 1825.

REFERRING your Lordship to my Despatch of 23d instant, T have the
honour to enclose, for your LOldShlpS information, a copy of a Bill
enable Slaves to give evidence in certain cases, and under certain restc
tions.

I have, &c.

The Earl Bathurst, K. G.
&c.  &e. &c.

(Signed) ~ MANCHESTER,

An Act to enable Slaves to give Evidence in certam Cases, and
under certain Restrlctlons, and for other Purposes

WHEREAS it is expedient to make certain regulations for the purposesf
admitting Slaves, who are properly qualified by their religious knowledge
and trood character, to give evidence, in particular cases of crime commiited
by white or free persons against Slaveb, and such regulations may beeome
an_excitement to Slaves in general to pay more attention to religious
1nstruct10n and may tend to the improvement of their moral prmcxples and



