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son, murder

and arson

At a SESSION ofASSEMBLY begun and held at

the CITY ofANNAPOLIS, in the county of Anne-

Arundel, forthe province of Maryland, on the 10th

day ofJuly, in the 15th year ofthe dominion of the

righthonourable CHARLES, absolute Lord and Pro-

prietary of the provinces of Maryland and Avalon,

Lord Baron ofBaltimore, &c. and ended the 8th of

August, anno Domini, 1729, were enacted the follow-

ing laws.

BENEDICTLEONARD CALVERT, Esquire, Governor.

CHAP. IV.

An ACT for the more effectual punishing of negroes

and other slaves, and for taking away the benefit of

clergy from certain offenders.

WH

HEREAS several petit treasons, and cruel and hor-

rid murders, have beenlately committed by negroes,

which cruelties they were instigated to commit, and hereafter

may be instigated to commit with the like inhumanity, be-

cause they have no sense of shame, or apprehension of future

rewards or punishments ; and that the manner of executing

offenders, prescribed by the laws of England, is not sufficient

to deter a people from committing the greatest cruelties, who

only consider the rigour and severity of punishment ;

II. BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED, by theright honourable the

Lord Proprietary, by and with the advice and consent of his

lordship's Governor, and the Upper and Lower Houses of As-

sembly, and the authority of the same, That when any negro,

or other slave, shall be convict, by confession, or verdict of a

jury, of any petit treason or murder, or wilfully burning of

dwelling-houses, it shall and may be lawful for the justices

before whom such conviction shall be, to give judgment

against such negro, or other slave, to have the right hand cut

off, to be hanged in the usual manner, the head severed from

the body, thebody divided into four quarters, and head and

quarters set up in the most public places of the county where

such fact was committed.

III. AND, whereas several felons have feloniously broke

and entered several shops, store-houses or warehouses, not

contiguous to or used with any mansion-house, and stolen from

thence several goods and merchandizes, and that it hath been

doubted whether such offenders are, by any law now in force,

excluded the benefit of clergy ; BE IT ENACTED AND DE-

CLARED, by the authority, advice and consent aforesaid, That

to any house, if any person or persons shall, after the end of this session of

&c.

Punishment

of persons

breaking in-

D



BENEDICT LEONARD CALVERT, Esq . GOVERNOR. 191

assembly, break into any shop, store-house or warehouse, al-

though such shop, store-house or warehouse, be not contigu-

ous to or used with any mansion-house, and steal from thence

any goods, to the value of five shillings, and be thereof con-

vict, by confession, or verdict of a jury, such offender or of-

fenders shall suffer death as felons, without benefit of clergy,

any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

Vide 1692, ch. 16. for list of acts relating to crimes and punishments.

CHAP. VIII.

An ACT for the relief of creditors, and to prevent

frauds and deceits occasioned by secret sales, mort-

gages, and gifts of goods and chattels.

ASupplementary act, 1763, ch . 13.

July,

1729.

WHE

HEREAS divers persons being indebted to several of Preamble.

Wtheinhabitants of this province, and others his majesty's

subjects, have run away, without making any satisfaction to

their creditors, and either carried their substance with them,

or lodged the same in the hands of some persons in trust to

their own use, or made secret and fraudulent sales thereof, to

the great prejudice of creditors, and the discouragement of

trade ; for remedy whereof,

debtors.

II. BE IT ENACTED, by the right honourable the Lord Pro- Manner of

issuing at-

prietary, by and with the advice and consent of his lordship's tachments

Governor, andthe Upper and Lower Houses of Assembly, and against ab-

the authority ofthe same, That when and as often as any pro- sconding

vincial justice, or justice of the peace, shall be informed up-

on oath, bythe testimony of one creditable witness, orby any

other probable way, that any person or persons is or are actu-

ally run away, orremoved in a secret manner from the place

ofhis, her or their abode, and shall have carried , or shall be.

about to remove and carry away any part of his, her or their

substance, to deceive his, her or their creditors, or abscond or

fly from justice, that it shall and may be lawful for such jus-

tice, upon application to be made to him by any creditor or

creditors of such runaway or absconding person, and making

it appear to such justice, that such runaway or absconding per-

son, is really and bona fide indebted to the person or persons.

making such application , and in how much, it shall and may

be lawful for such justice to issue his warrant to the clerk of

the county court, or provincial court, as the case shall require,

to issue attachment for what such creditor or creditors shall

make appear to be due or owing to him, her or them as afore-

said ; by virtue of which warrant, and this act, it shall and

be lawful for every such clerk to issue attachment or

attachments inthe usual form for the debt or damage that shall

be so proved, and the incident cost and charge for such cred-

may


