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CHARLES LORD BALTIMORE.
CHAP. XIX.

An additional supplementary act to the act, entitled,
* Anact relating to servants and slaves.

+ * 1715, ch. 44.
A further supplement, 1308, ch. 81.

HEREAS by an act of assembly of this province,
made at a scssion of assembly begun and held at the
cit, o1 Annapolis the twenty-sixth day of April, anno Domini
one thousand seven hundred and fiftcen, entitled, An act re-
lating to servants and slaves, it is enacted, that “any person
or persons whatsocver, that shall, after the publication of the
said act, wittingly or willingly entertain any servant or slave
unlawfully absenting him, her or themselves, from their mas-
ter, mistress, dame or overseer, shall be fined five hundred
pounds of tobacco for every night or twenty-four hours that
such person or persons shall give such entertainment :” And
whereas it is represented to this gencral assembly, that many
criuey and ill-disposed persons, knowing that they are not lia-
ble to the payment of the said fine, unless they entertain such
scrvant or slave one whole night, or twenty-four hours with-
out intermission, do, by frequently cntertaining the servants
and siaves of the good people of this province at dead times
of night, for several hours together, endce them secretly to
medns eway with, and embezzle, the goods of their masters or
ownurs, by carrving thum to such entertainments, and to com-
mit many grievous disorders and irregularitics against the
peace o1 his iordship, and his good rule and government, and
to the great damage and disquiet of many of his majesty’s
licge subjocts within this province ; for preventing which evils
for the fure,

. Burr eNnacTen, by the right honourable the Lord Pro-
prietar:, by and wvith the advice and consent of his Lordship’s
Govir.aory and tne Upper and  Lower houses of Assembly, and
the auticcriiy of the same, That if any person or persons, after
the end of wis sesnion of assembly, shall wittingly or willingly
cntertain any servant or scrvants, slave or slaves, unlawfully
absenting him, her or themscelves from his, her or their master,
owacr o overscer, or permit or suffer them to be about their
housgs or plantations, during the space of one hour, or longer,
SUCh PUrsoil OF persons, so cnicrtaining such servant or servants,
slave or slaves, or permitting or suffering them to be about
their houscs or plancations, shall foricit and pay at the rate of
one hundred pounds of tobacco for every hour cach servant
or siuve shall be by him, her or thcm, so entertained, or per-
niited or suffered to be about his, her or their house or plan-
tat:on as afor. said, to be recovered in a summary way before
a singie magisirate, with costs, if the penalty does not excece
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six hundred pounds of tobacco, andifit docs exceed six hunr-
dred pounds of tobacco, then to be recovered by action of
debt, bill of indictment, plaint or information, in the county
court where thc off-nce shall be committed, wherein no essoin,
protection, wager of law, or above one imparlance, shall be
allowed, the one half whereof shall be applied to the use of
the public school of the county wherein such forfeiture shall
happen, and the other half to the party gricved, provided he
or she shail prosccute for the sume within three months next
aftcr the offence committed, otherwise to the informer, or him
or them who shali sue for the same, provided such suit be
commenced within tweive months atter such offence com-
mitted.

1L, AxD BE 17 FURTH R ENAC ED, Thatif it shall appear
to any magistrate betore whom any  conviction for breach of
this act shall be had, ihat the oftender is unable to pay or
give good sccurity for the penalty aforesaid, it shall and
may be lawful lor such magistrate to punish such offender, by

whipping on the barc back with such number of stripes, not ex--

cecding thirtv-nine for any onc offcnce, as to him shall seem
meet, and to require security for the good behaviour of such
off.nder for and during the term of six months then next fol-
lowing. ’

1V. Avp BE IT FURTH R ENACTED, That if any servant or
slave shall wittingly or willingly harbour or entertain any other
seivant or servants, slave or slaves, uniawfully absent from
his, her or their master, owner or overscer, for and during the
space of one hour, or longer, it shall and may be lawful for any
magistrate, and he is hereby required, upon complaint to him
made, immediately to issue his warrant against such servant or
slave so harbouring or entertaining as aforesaid, and upon sat-
istuctory proof of such harbouring or entertaining, to punish
the offender or offenders, by whipping with such number of
stripes on the bare back as to him shall scem proper, not ex-
cecding thirty-nine for any onc offence. v

V. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the several sheriffs of
this province shall read this act on the Wednesday in each re-
spective county court, in full court,having first given public notice
of such reading, by proclamation at the scveral ordinaries, or
houses of entcrtainment, near to the court-house, on pain of
forfeiting five hundred pounds of tobacco for every omission or
neglect to be recovered and applied as aforesaid.

YL This act to continue for three years, and to the end of
the next session of assembly which shall happen after the expi-
ration of three years.

Farther continued by 1751, ch. 17.—17 54, ch- 9.—1757, ch. 24.—1762,
ch. 9.—1765, ch. 28. June 1773, ch. 2. October, 1780, ch. 12. No-
vember, 1787, ch. 38 —1795, ch. 83, till 30th January, 1798; rcvived
and continzed till the end of the session by 1798, ch. 10, and by 1798
ch. 71, enacted into a permanent law.

Yide list of acts respecting negroces and slaves, 1715, ch. 44.
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