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October, crimes within this province, cannot find security for his ap.

pearance to testify as a witness against any person so arrested,

accused or prosecuted as aforesaid, and for want of such sure-

tyshall be committed to prison, that then and in such case the

county where the prosecution shall be carried on shall be

chargeable with and paysuch witness's imprisonment fees ; and

in case theprosecution shall be in a superior court, then and in

such case the public shall be chargeable with and pay such fees,

any law, usage or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding.

And levied

23 other

county dues,

&c.

Duration.

III AND BE IT LIKEWISE ENACTED, That the justices ofthe

several and respective county courts shall and they are hereby

obliged and directed to assess and levy on the taxable inhabit-

ants of their counties respectively all such fees as are herein

before directed to be paid by the respective counties, from

time to time, and at all times hereafter, as often as the case

shall require, during the continuance of this act ; and that all

such fees shall and may be paid by the inhabitants of this prov-

ince, in the same manner as they are allowed by law to pay

any other county or public charges.

IV. This act to continue for three years, and unto the end

of the next session of assembly which shall happen after the

expiration of the said three years.

Farther continued by 1755, ch. 11. 1758, ch. 8. 1762, ch. 19. 1765,

ch. 15. June, 1773, ch. 2. October, 1780, ch. 12. November, 1787, ch.

38. 1795, ch. 83. till January 30th, 1798 : revived and continued to the

end ofthe session, 1798, ch . 10. (and all acts done under it confirmed,)

and enacted into a permanent law, by 1798, ch. 71.

Vide list of acts relating to jurors and witnesses, 1715, ch. 37.

Preamble.

At a SESSION of ASSEMBLY begun and held at

the CITY ofANNAPOLIS, the 2d day of October,

and ended the 17th day of November, in the 3d year

ofthe dominion of the right honourable FREDERICK,

absolute Lord and Proprietary of the provinces of

Maryland and Avalon, Lord Baron of Baltimore,

&c. annoque Domini 1753, the following laws were

enacted.

HORATIO SHARPE, Esq. Governor.

CHAP. IX. ·

An ACT to prevent masters of ships and vessels from

clandestinely carrying servants and slaves, or per-

sons indebted, out of this province.

HEREAS divers servants and slaves, belonging to the

W people ofthis province , and persons indebted therein,



HORATIO SHARPE, Esq. GOVERNOR.

have been carried away out of the same province in ships or

vessels trading therein, to the greatloss and damage of his ma-

jesty's subjects the good people of Maryland ; to prevent there-

fore so great an evil, it is prayed that it may be enacted,

The second section prescribed a certain oath to be taken by masters

ofvessels, before entry could be made, but has ceased to operate since

the adoption of the federal constitution.

III. AND BE IT LIKEWISE NACTED, That no master ofa

vessel coming into this province, and entering to trade therein,

shall suffer any slave or slaves, servant or servants, to frequent

his or their vessel or vessels, or come on board or conceal

such servant or servants, or slave or slaves, on board such his

or their ship or vessel, or ships or other vessels : and in case

any servant or servants, slave or slaves, shall be kept or con-

cealed on board any ship or ships, vessel or vessels, coming in-

to and trading within this province, for the space of one hour

or longer, the master or commande
r of such ship or vessel

shall forfeit and pay at the rate of twenty shillings current mo-

ney, for every hour each servant or slave shall be suffered to

frequent his or their vessel, or be kept or concealed onboard

his or their vessel, to the party owning such servant or slave,

or servants or slaves, the same to be recovered in a summary

way, before one justice of the peace, with costs.

24.5

October,

1753.

Masters of

to permit
vessels not

slaves or ser-

vants to fre-

quent their

vessels, &c.

IV. PROVIDE
D ALWAYS, That it shall and may be lawful Proviso

for any master or command
er of any ship or vessel coming

into or trading within this province to hire any servant or

slave, servants or slaves, from any inhabitant within this pro-

vince, to work on board such his or their ship and vessel, or

ships and vessels, any thing in this act contained to the contra-

rythereofin anywise notwithsta
nding.

The 5th section provided that the chief mate or next officer, in case

of the sickness of the master, should take the oath, required of the

latter as mentioned in the note on the second section ; but this section

has also ceased to operate since the adoption of the federal constitu-

tion .
The 6th section limited the duration of this act, but it was made

perpetual by an act in 1763.

CHAP. X.

An ACT to prevent persons from secreting boats, flats

and other vessels, drove by stress of weather, or

otherwise, from landings or moorings.

WH

drove

HEREAS it often happens that flats, boats and other Preamble.

vessels, are by stress of weather, or by ice,

from landings, moorings and harbours, into the bay, andfrom

one river to another, and are taken up by persons who secrete

such boats or vessels ; to the intent therefore that the proper

ownersmay not be deprived of their property,


