
I SLAVES, MAURITIUS. 

r 

N® i. 

ORDINANCE in COUNCIL for Improving the condition of the Slave Population. 
of Mauritius. 

Ordinance of His Excellency the Governor in Council. 
* FOR the improvement of the condition of Slaves in the island of Mauritius and Tide. • 

its dependencies. 
Considering that with the view of improving the condition of slaves in the island Preamble*> 

of Mauritius and its dependencies, it is proper to annul certain clauses of the letters 
patent of the month of December 1723, allowing others at the same time to remain . 
in force, with such modifications as they may admit of; 

In virtue of the authority and powers vested in his Excellency the Governor, 
by His Most Gracious Majesty, his Excellency in Council has been pleased to 1 

ordain— 

ARTICLE I. . ?r 

WHEUEAS the King’s Procureur-Gencral in the island of Mauritius has, up to Tim King's 
this day, by the attributes of his ollice, and in virtue of the letters patent of 1723, I’rocm-jmr^CGrfml 
discharged the functions of protector and guardian of slaves, receiving the com- iium!io,!i':Ji'pri

c 

plaints of the latter, and carrying them before the tribunals, and "it becomes *«cior nnd Gtmrdiim 
important to fix definitively the establishment of that office, and to regulate its 01 s,avC4• 
duties in a clear and precise manner, the King's Procurcur-G6n£rnl is maintained 
and confirmed in the functions of Protector and Guardian of Slaves, with such increase 
of salary as His Majesty may please to determine. 

The protector and guardian of slaves shall appear before his Excellency the 
Governor, or in his absence before the acting Governor, whenever called upon, and. 
in his presence take the following oath :— 

“ I, A. B. swear to perform faithfully, and to the best of my knowledge and Onthof the Protector 
“ ability, the duties of the office of Protector and Guardian of Slaves in the ’V,"1 Cuurdiui‘Mt' 
“ island of Mauritius and dependencies, and to discharge the same without fear, ^ “vcs' 
“ favour or partiality.—So help me GOD !” 

It is to be well understood, and is hereby ordained, that the power shall be always Power resmctl to. 
reserved to His Majesty of separating the office of protector and guardian of slaves [!'■ 
from that of procurcur-gencral, and of nominating such other officer as he may Protector!!rsTnvi*. 
think proper to select for performing the functions of protector and guardian of i>'«'>‘hntof 
slaves ° Prociircur-Oencnil. 

ARTICLE II. 

So long as the procureur-gcneral shall retain the functions of guardian and pro- 
tector of slaves, his office in the town of Port Louis shall be applied to the discharge 
of both duties. In the said office, and no where else, shall be deposited, kept and 
preserved the different registers, books, and generally all papers whatsoever which 
may be connected with the duty of protector and guardian of slaves. In case it 
should please His Majesty to appoint any other officer to the function of protector 
and guardian of slaves, the latter shall have his office in the town of Port Louis, and 
he in attendance there at the days and hours that may be determined by the 
Governor, or the acting Governor, according to such general or special order as they 
may think proper to issue on the subject. 

338. A 2 ARTICLE 

Clauses relating to 
tlm ollice of Protector 
ami Cuarvliuii of 
Slaves, ami to the 
custody of tlm 
Registers, Rooks, 
tiyd all other papers 
that relate to such 
ollice. 
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4 . ORDINANCE for PROTECTION of SLAVES iwthe MAURITIUS, 

ARTICLE III. 
i • t (i'' ' * • • 1 • 1 

il ’ 
' 1 

The protector and guardian of slaves is not to be the owner of any plantation in 
the island of Mauritius or its dependencies, nor of any slaves employed or working, 
on any plantation, or in any kind of agricultural labour. He may possess them, 

‘ however, in the capacity of servants attached to the service of his person or of his 
family. He must hold neither mortgage, security, nor interest of any kind what- 
soever upon any plantation, or upon any slave attached to any plantation, or 
employed in any kind of agricultural labour; and he is hereby declared incompetent 
to act as manager or overseer of any plantation in this island and its dependencies, 
as the agent or attorney of any person possessing a plantation; or of being the 
guardian, trustee,, or executor of any person possessing plantations, or-slaves,, or, 
exercising any rights over a plantation or a slave. In the event of the protector 
and guardian of slaves becoming possessed, by acquisition or otherwise, either in 

    * i ■   i. ^ • . 

11m Protector of 
Slaves cannot be the 
owner of any plan- 
tation, or ol any 
slaves employed in 
agricultural labour. 
Exception made in 
respect to Slaves 
attached to the per 
sonnl service of tho 
guardian. 
He cannot hold a 
mortgage upon any 
plantation, or upon 
slaves employed in 
agricultural labour, 
lie cannot act as 
agent, in any 
n person possessing 

e1ojioy2tin0iricui: UI w! \1"/ s,uve. enqm*yuu or worKing upon any plantation or m any 
turai labour. tural labour; in case, moreover, ot his holding any security, mortgage, or interest 
The Protector of whatever, upon any plantation or slave, or of his acting in thev manner aboVe 

nnodierSumcmit. (lcbCribed> as manager, overseer, agent, attorney, guardian, trustee, executor, or ns* 
of ins acquiring any proxy, under whatever title; then, and in each of these cases,-and within the 

tiovedbatS- ensuins month, without further delay, the said protector and guardian of slaves 
tural labours; in tho 

s^m\\ be under the obligation of apprizing thereof, in writing, the governor or acting 

Scornin' n'.c.u of Sovernor> "'ho is hereby authorized to appoint a deputy, or to adopt such other 
wimtcvcfdSc’iipu-on, courSc ns Im may think proper for the due fulfilment of the clauses contained in the 
for a person bolding present ordinance until His Majesty’s pleasure shall be known. ... 
uriy plnntation or slaves employed in agricultural labour. Clauses on this point. 

It is further ordained, that if the protector and guardian of slaves shall, after his 
appointment, acquire any plantation or any slaves, excepting sucli as are intended 
for his personal service, or that of his family, or act as ma'nager, overseer, agent, 
attorney, guardian, executor, or trustee of individuals possessing slaves employed in 
agricultural labour, or hold any security, mortgage, or interest upon any plantation 
or slave, unless such slave be attached to the personal service of the master or of the: 

• members of his family, and shall neglect to give a written notice thereof to the 
governor, or acting governor, then, and in each such case, the said protector and 
guardian of slaves shall, de/acto, cease to he protector, lose the salary annexed to 

, that office and he immediately replaced. It is nevertheless ordained, that all acts 
that might have emanated from the said protector and guardian of slaves, or by his 

, , .orders, previously to his place being declared vacated, through a public notice to 
that eiTect in the Government Gazette, shall be as valid and effectual in law as if 
the vacancy had not occurred. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Protector of 
Staves cannot nbsciit 
Imnscll fr<»in Mnu- 
HIHH, where ho h to 
r.Mile, without the 
leave described tn 
Utu Article. 

'» *** 

t 

‘ t 
I « ii , '(i. * f 

The protector and guardian of slaves shall reside in the island of Mauritius* and ‘ 
not absent himself from it without a special leave, which will be granted to him in ^ 
His Majesty’s name, either by one of the principal secretaries of state, or by the ,n 

Governor or acting Governor of the colony. In no case can this leave be granted, 
for a longer period than , or unless it shall have been proved to the 
satisfaction of the Governor or acting Governor, by a declaration upon oath of aj 
doctor or of an officer of health, that such leave is necessary for the recovery pf the, ,, 
health of the protector and guardian of slaves. * 

• . UtMj 'M|l 

“I't * '*'* • , V ITf; v, ' 

ARTICLE V. 
The Prmertnr and 
Guardian of Slaves 
tn be refihtf il m rnse 
of death, rt’Mcnntion, 
or absence, from the 
colony. 

In the event of death or resignation, illness or any other physical or moral imhV. 
position of the protector or guardian of slaves, or during his temporary absence 
horn the colony, the Governor or acting Governor shall have the power to name any 
other person he may think proper to fuliil, in the character of his deputy, the 
functions of the said protector and guardian of slaves, until the pleasure of 11 is 
Majesty shall be known. The person so named as deputy shall receive Such salary'” 
as maybe determined upon to he deducted from that of the protector and guardian, 
of slaves. It is to well understood that this deputy is to have the same duties, and ’ 
he subject to the same obligations ns the protector and gurdiun himself. • • > • 

it’ 
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Tlie Procureur 

It is further to be well understood, that so long as the Procureur General shall ol’ti"* ^ 
add to the duties of his otlice, that of protector and guardian of slaves, he is to dis- oiiico timt of Pro- 

charge in person, at all times, his duties of protector and guardian, except in the whh tlmi^'lrobRdon-'* 
cases of lawful impediment, whereof he is to apprise the Governor or acting Governor oriheGovcmorl'iimy - 
who may then, in such cases only, authorize him to employ one of his substitutes. . "«* ty 0,10 0/ J J ' substitutes, m tlio 1 

, i ( ( ; event oriawful im- 'l>1 

ARTICLE VI., .. .. . ' pediniwit on Ill’s part.-- 
,V 

V.i 
i t it li Mi 

The ’civil hnd police commissaries in the diflerent quarters of the islands are, by The civil Commis- ‘ ’ 
the present ordinance, declared and named assistant protectors and guardians of ■ 
slaves; and in this capacity they are required to aid and assist the protector and irctorstmdu'uar-™ 
guardian of slaves in the execution of any orders and instructions whatever which dimib of Slaves. * ‘ 
they may require from him in this important part of the public administration. ' . . V ... 

- - •* ARTICLE VII. ‘ \ " V 

The actions, prosecutions, and generally all suits instituted with reference to a’Specific cases in ' 
freeman in virtue of existing laws, shall in respect to slaves be laid before the pro- pros^cutionsTai'd’ 
lector and guardian,of the latter, in all cases hereafter described. . generally nilVuits in,,il, 

i st.> When it may be question of criminal prosecution against a. slave before any than bet|ts^|,dbcf«!ro,' "* 
tribunal or court of justice in this island, for any crime punishable by death or trims-; the Protector ami 
portation, or any other corporal punishment. (Juauhun. 

2dly. When it may be question of an accusation against any person charged with , , ' _ 
murdering a slave, or with any serious injury done to the person of a slave. .. .1. 

3(IIy. When any question may arise respecting the right to liberty of a pretended ." ‘. .'f ",1 

slave. _ , ■, . 
4thly. Lastly, when any question may arise respecting the right of any slave to 

such property as by the following clauses of the present ordinance, a slave is 
declared competent to acquire, the protector and guardian of slaves shall always take , 
the case in band, and in the manner most advantageous and most useful to the slave 
in all the forementioned cases. The Procureur General, so long as he shall unite in Tlie Procureur 
his person the cilice of protector and guardian of slaves, shall name a counsel for a cmmsefio u""me 

the latter when under an accusation, or when he may be personally unable, from nccused biavcs, when 
the nature of his functions, to take up the slave’s defence before the tribunals., , |]^u0,1

1
l
1ft

1|yi
l
r

II
(

l|^“1
l
c” 

ARTICLE VIII. '     

* ..i /1.1 
i-d; 

.1- !.• 

One of the principal means calculated to efiect an improvement in the tonditiori* Slnvcs to be bnptizcd 

of slaves, being the adoption of clTcctual measures for their religious instruction, the cifrilluu^'rcbfion11,0 

inhabitants arc ordered to cause their slaves to he baptized and instructed in the under pain of a tmo. 
Christian religion, within a reasonable time, under pain of an arbitrary fine. 1 ‘ ' '• 

The slave cannot he deprived by his master, or by any other individual having 
authority over him, from going on Sunday to church, or any other place where 
divine service is performed ; any refusul given to* the slave in such a case, and duly , 
proved, shall be punished by a line which shall not exceed nor bpf 
less than except the master cun prove that he had a valid reason fouo.i 
the,refusal given by him. . ..... j.U /ill 

>i i.» i.iUr.. 'u 11 
ni i M n.t * - t 

i. 'u. .i. : 
jii'tiU. umuto . •< . 

ii.'.ii il-i... i 
.11 » 1 'll J' >1 A 

l-.lf J..' .M. 

M b.idti.i. ‘.u .»< . M 
•l.u. u. u.U M. " ■ . ' 1 ARTICLE IX. 

It is forbidden to expose for sale, in any market on Sundays, any kind of 
visions,'meats, commodities, or goods of any kind, excepting from the' tihVe^vlVeryM’l“\retg0n°§J1,,jnvit‘, 
the gun is fired from the Diane, until the hour of nine in the morning duriAg^iiiuiurpnin ofnfino * 
summer, and until ten in the morning during winter; any person transgressing the 
present article shall he punished by a line which shall not exceed nor he for snlc. 
less than 

The article exposed for sale after the above stated hour shall hq confiscated and. 
sold for the benefit of the Cuisse de Bienfaisance. ,, , . , 

iT V 
\ •!»» 

ARTICLE X. 
i 

, The iulKibiianti 
' ' ' 1 ■ 1. > | 11 " .11 1 ■i* ■ ■■ j. UIJ. .jj j bserve 

The inhabitants arc required to attend to the punctual observance of Sundays; the Suiuiuy»; nmi 
they are also forbidden to make their slaves work from sun-set on..Saturdays, until l®o"[uk0 

suntriseon Mondays, or in the said interval to induce or compel any slave to execute ih’imis'thoso ilay* 
or undertake any work for the profit or advantage of his master, or the .person .who rw r.itetj to re>t, ; 

GIIM* “ «> may oi nligioub .times. 
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it ORDINANCE far i'ROTECTION of .SLAVES in the MAURITIUS, 

1 me, »i uice ul in. 
I-at turn. 

Txcej ti«m m n-ganl 
to ••l lies Mjiift* -if- 
\n « » ate in ci »*.iry 
IKai ihea nri'Ur er 
Lis tainilv, t>t' Ii>r tiie 

il ie ji'iitec- 
tmn «tf cattle and 
othernnunnls, ns also 
of gardens and 
piautntiuns. 

The slave may hire 
himself voluntarily in 
the cases determined 
in tins article, and 
under the conditions 
therein named. 

may have hired him, under pain, fur the first time, of a line which shall not be less 
than nor exceed ‘ < and in case of relapse to a line not 
less than nor exceeding 

The present article cannot be interpreted nor understood ns applicable to work 
which a slave is called upon to perform on Sundays in the ordinary course of his 
duties, near his master or his family, or the person that has hired him, or for the 
necessary protection and preservation of the cattle and other animals, as also for the 
protection of gardens and plantations; or when there is need of prompt assistance in 
case of fire or other accidents. 

The slave may, however, hire himself voluntarily either to his master, or to any 
other person, with his master’s consent, to work on Sundays, but merely when it is 
intended by such work to preserve the crops liable to perish by remaining a longer 
time uncut, in which case the said slave shall be paid, with reference to age and sex, 
a salary to be determined by the protector and guardian of slaves, which shall be paid 
to the slave after he has completed his work. 

It is to be well understood that there shall not be due any salary when the slave 
shall have merely been employed on Sundays in his usual service, near his master or 
the members of his family, or even in the other cases of exception recited in the 
present article. ■ / 

* - % 

ARTICLE XI. • “ 

The whip, or any 
other like instrument, 
is forbidden to every 
one exercising a su- 
perintendence over 
slaves working in 
fields or plantations. 

It is forbidden to every free person or slave to carry a whip, a chabouc, or any 
other instrument of a like kind, whilst he is exercising his superintendence over 
slaves working in fields or plantations; or also to use such whip, or other like 
instrument, to compel a slave or slaves to work at any labour that may be ordered 
of them. • ■ - - 

The superintendent 
of slaves can only 
carry a switch. 

Punishment against 
all infringers of the 
present article. 

v _ - -r 

The commander or superintendent of slaves can merely carry a switch, as a mark 
to distinguish him from the slaves confided to his charge. 

Every person convicted of infringing the clauses of this article, by ordering, autho- 
rizing, or facilitating the use or display of the whip, or any other instrument of the 
like kind, shall be deemed and found guilty of an ofi’ence, and as such undergo the 
punishment hereafter defined. 

ARTICLE XII. t. 

Punishment to he in- 
flicted on mnle slaves. 

Clauses for limiting 
the correction, or 
preventing its exceed- 
ing the limits of 
justice and humanity. 

Obligations to bo 
fulfilled in such cases. 

Punishment against 
any person infringing 
tlus clauses in the 
present article. ■ 

Exception in respect 
to auy punishment to 
be inflicted upon any 
male slate, in virtue 
of n judgment or 
ordinance- of a com- 
petent tribunal. 

It is forbidden to any person, of whatsoever quality or condition, to inflict or 
cause to be inflicted, in one and the same day, to any slave, for any offence, crime 

■or other cause whatever, a correction of more than twenty-five lashes; or to inflict 
or cause to be inflicted, to any male slave, any punishment or correction with the 
whip, or any other instrument of the kind, until hours, at least, 
shall have elapsed since the commission of the offence which has given cause to the 

.punishment. It is further forbidden to inflict or cause to be inflicted the said 
punishment or correction, except in the presence of a free person or of six slaves, 
whose testimony may be appealed to and received. Such presence shall be required 
independently of that of the person who shall have ordered the punishment or 
correction. 

In case any person shall inflict or cause to be inflicted, in one day, upon a male 
slave, upwards of twenty-five lashes; shall whip, beat, or caused to be whipped or 
beaten, any male slave, whilst he may yet bear on his person any marks of laceration 
occasioned by a previous chastisement; or else inflict or cause to be inflicted, upon 
any male slave, any correction until hours have elapsed since the 

• offence has been committed, or unless there be present during the correction any 
free person or the number of six slaves, independently of the presence of the person 
who shall have ordered the correction, such person who shall order, authorize dr 
facilitate such punishment, or be present at it, shall be considered as guilty of an 
offence, and after conviction undergo the punishment hereafter defined. • „• • • 

It is to be well understood, that nothing contained in the present article can or, 
,shall he interpreted as applicable to any punishment that might be inflicted on a 
male slave in virtue-of a judgment or ordinance of a competent tribunal. . , 

^ ARTICLE 
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, , ARTICLE XIIL 

It is forbidden henceforward to corrector punHi any female slave in the Inland of 
Mauritius and its dependencies, by means of the whip, for any cause whatever, 
unless, however, such correction be ordered by the Jud^e, the chief commissary of 
police or the civil commissaries of districts, who must in all cases Jix the number of 
lashes which the female slave shall receive, ami which shall not exceed . , , 
and name the persons to be present at the correction and to bear witness to it when 
called upon; and if beyond the cases of exception above named any person should 
Hog or correct, cause to be Hogged or corrected, any female slave w ith a w hip, 
a stick or any other instrument of the like kind, such person who shall order, autho- 
rize or encourage such chastisement, or assist at it, shall be considered as guilty of 
an ©Hence, and after conviction undergo the punishment here deiined.. 

But as it is indispensable that eflectual means be adopted for the punishment of 
oflences that may henceforward be committed by female slaves, it is ordained that 
any female slave who shall be guilty of any fault or offence which, according to the 
laws in force up to this moment, was punishable with the whip, shall always, 
.excepting the cases already mentioned, be punished with imprisonment, the stocks 
or any other chastisement which shall be specially determined and sanctioned by 
a proclamation which the Governor or acting Governor shall cause to be published 
in His Majesty's name. 

The Governor oracling Governor is, however, authorized to make such regulations 
as shall appear to him to be necessary to prevent any excess in the punishments 
or any abuse in the mode of inflicting them. Those regulations shall have to be 
forwarded without delay to the Governor or acting Governor, to the Right Honourable 
Noble Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, to be submitted for Ilis 
Majesty’s approbation; and they shall cease to be in force in the Island of Mauritius 
and dependencies, if the approbation of His Majesty has not been notified to the 
Govt nor or acting Governor within the space of two years from the date of the said 
regulations. 

OiTctice tti jiuiiisli i|i 
luturi JIIJ iriiiulu 

blavc Ly u! the 
wIllJJ, Ulllcsb Midi 
Cvru-cEion Lt-xi ili-red 
us it is M.itid m tha 
present article. 

Puiiibhmeuc against 
any inlnu^vi'el the 
nreieht ai tide. Mi 

• i ...i i tl j- “A 

i ' ■ *>' > - ■* 
A -’#* * | i-11 1 < ,1 1« i«I 

id * * - ■'fc- 
Offences committed 
by female slaves. 

Punishments that ‘ 
may be inihcled upon 
them. 

Authority given to 
the Governor to uic^c 
sucli regulations us 
shall to lum appear 
necessary to pic vent 
any CACC-SS in pum»h- 
ments, nr any ubiuc 
in the iullicting Un^ni. 

. ARTICLE XIV. ‘ - •    

The slaves attached to plantations, or to any kind of agricultural labour shall, 
during working days, enjoy some time for rest, that is to say, one hour for breakfast 
and two hours for dinner; they shall be clothed and fed according to existing 
laws. ,. , 

The protector and guardian shall see to the strict execution of this clause,* _ ' 

- Every infraction, properly attested, and-proceeding from the master,.manager or 
overseer of the plantation, shall be punished by a Hue, which cannot be less than 

nor exceed ' 

* Every, complaint from a slave shall be strictly inquired into; in the?Cvcnt of‘its' 
not being deemed well founded, the slave may be visited with such punishment* by 

• the police as shall be t'xbitrated. . . . - . . ^ t 

ARTICLE XV; 
t •U.i 

-‘■".There shall"be Lept upon every plantation upon which upwards,of twenty slaves 
maybe employed a book, to be called 77/e Plantation Record Book..-'.- *}.: tiivui'> 

| The pwner, manager or overseer, or others having the direction.or principal 
authority on any plantation, are enjoined to register in the said book, at the very 
moment of punishment or immediately after the infliction of any punishment what- 
ever upon a female slave, or any male slave, exceeding three stripes, the nature and 
particulars of the offence or fault occasioning such punishment, the period and'place 
where it may have been committed, the period and place where the punishment has 
been inflicted, the nature, description and particulars of the punishment, and, wdien 
it. may relate to a male slave, the number of lashes applied to the slave, and the 
names of the person, who shall have inflicted the said punishment or by whose 
orders it shall have been inflicted, as also the names of the free persons or slaves as 
before mentioned who shah have been present at the punishment. • < 

3:58- A ARTICLE 

’ ’ / I’’ • 'W 

The slaves attached 
to plantations shall 
have, during working 
days, an hour for 
breakfast and two 
boors for dinner. 
They arc to be clothed 
and fed conformably 
-to existing laws. 

Punishment against 
any infnngqr, . 

: j 
« 1 **■ t J 

'Inquiry iiiio"rill com- 
plaints of slaves. . 
Punishment t>v the. 
police against ’the ~" 
slave whoso com- 
plaints shall not be 
well founded. 

Hocoid hook to he- 
kept ori every plan fa- 

ction on'which upward 
of twenty slaves shall 
be employed. ‘ * 
Clauses relative to 
the mode of keeping 
the rccoid hook, ami 
to what object des- 
tined. 

oi oivjq 
. ^ ll" l .HI | v -I 
x -i; ii't. .i I, l ull • *•! 

»l 1* .11 11 . .0.! t 
1 I i . I. o »..f| t. In 

, X ■■I t < I ... 
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I’uiii'hment. 
;>iu p«r»iiu *vl <> bhall 

t*r 4.-'Uit tu 
nni'frr m ilw j lan- 
i *tj.011 r«-turil book, 
ific iirtuies that 
biaiaul t'<i lliero 
lurried. 

Pyii^litHerit a^tiust 
BP- [H rx n nliu shall 
rpg sler, or cause to 
be regiMeretl, traudu- 
lentlv in the s.«d 
book any lalse arti- 
cle, or make any 
fraudulent alteration 
therein., - - , 

The original planta- 
tion record book to be 
presented on any re- 
quisition from n com- 
petent autbonty. 

Copy to be furnished 
of the articles regis- 
tered in the said book. 

Form of Oaths to be 
taken. 

If- ' 

I *i| ».j 

K OHUINANCK Jvr PHOTKCIION vj SLAVES w MAURITIUS, 

ARTICLE XVI. - 

It is onlainetl, that if any owner, manager, overseer or other person having power 
ami authority over any plantation having more than twenty slaves attached to it, 
shall neglect or omit to register in the said hook any article that should he there 
inserted, agreeably to the clauses of the present ordinance, or shall not register the 
said article within the two days following the infliction of the punishment, then and 
in each of those cases such person shall sutler a line of pounds 
sterling at most, and of pounds sterling at least; those fines shall 
be recovered and applied in the manner hereafter mentioned. And if any person 
shall voluntarily or fraudulently register or cause to he registered in the said book 
any false article, or make in it any erasure or fraudulent alteration, or burn, destroy, 
annul through fraud, any name or any part of a name, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of an offence, and after conviction shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
hereafter determined. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

The original record book shall be produced by every owner, manager, overseer, 
or other person having the chief authority over a plantation, as often as the produc- 
tion of the said book shall he demanded of him by a competent authority; that is to 
say, by the Governor, acting Governor, the chief Judge, or the tribunals; and it is 
moreover enjoined to every owner, manager, overseer, or other person having the 
principal authority over any plantation, to repair, on the first Monday following the 
5th April, 24th June, 29th September, and 25th December, in each year, to the 
office of the civil commissary, as assistant protector of slaves in the quarter in which 
the said plantation is situated, and there give an exact copy of the articles that shall 
have been registered during the preceding three months in the plantation record 
book. He shall there take and subscribe the following oath, which is to remain 
annexed to the copy he shall-have furnished of the articles by him registered: 

I, A.B. owner, manager, or overseer [as i//e case mm/he] of the plantation 
“ called in the quarter of the Island 
“ of Mauritius, swear, That the annexed writing contains a true and exact copy 

of all the articles transcribed in the plantation record book above mentioned, 
since the last. I swear, moreover, that the said planta- 
tion book, as the law directs, has been kept in regular order, and with care, 

" “ since the said and that no fraudulent article has been inserted 
' “ nor any erasure effected by me, or by any person whatever,' to my know- 

“ ledge, with my consent, or through my interference. 
‘ ■ “So help me GOD.” 

In case the owner, manager, overseer, or any such aforesaid person, shall not 
have inflicted or caused to be inflicted, since his preceding report, any punishment 
on any female slave, or any punishment exceeding three lashes on any male slave, 
belonging to the said plantation, then, instead of the above oath/ the said owner, 
manager, overseer, or other person, shall take at the above-stated periods, and 
before the civil commissary, as assistant protector of slaves in this district, the 
following oath: 

• “ I, A. B. swear, That since the last, no punishment has been 
“ inflicted by me, or by my order, or to my knowledge, upon any female slave, 
“ belonging or attached to the plantation called situated 
“ in the quarter called and of which I am the owner; 

manager, or overseer. I further swear, that no punishment exceeding three 
lashes has been inflicted since the upon any male slave 
belonging or attached to the said plantation, and that no article relating to 
such punishment has been registered since the said in* 
the book intended for that purpose. . “ So help me GOD.”,;* 

; • .. ‘ ARTICLE XVIII. ' '''f 

It 

it 

it 

it 

cc 

Form to be furnished ' The civil commissary is required, as assistant protector and guardian1 of slaves in' 
by die Assistant Pro- quarter, to cause to be delivered, at least fourteen days after the‘period fixed 

of Slaves, of the oaths lor the delivery ot the reports to the owner, manager, or overseer of each plantation, 
to be taken and sub- situated in his quarter, a printed form of the oaths to be taken and subscribed, and 

DJ tn^rn* ' f * i • i - * » 

J. 
to 
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•with OBSERVATIONS of COMMISSIONERS uf INQUIRY. 9 

to give him intimation of the time and place when he N to present himself, in order 
to deliver his report, and take the oath required of him; and the civil commissary, 
as assistant protector of slaves, shall have to bestow three successive days to receiving 
the reports and oaths. In case ol its being satisfactorily proved to him, by the 
certificate of a doctor or officer of health, that such person so required to make his 
report, and to take his oath, is, owing to illness, unable to present himself at the 
time and place pointed out, then, and in such case, the civil commissary, as assistant 
protector of slaves, shall repair to the dwelling of the said person, for the purpose 
of receiving his report, and shall cause him to take and subscribe the oaths required 
by law. 

\ ARTICLE XIX. 

In ease any person shall refuse or neglect to make his report, or to take and sub- 
scribe the oaths required by the present ordinance, such person shall incur a penalty 
which is not to exceed pounds sterling, or be less than 
pounds sterling. Those penalties shall be recovered and applied in the manner 
hereafter determined. 

. ARTICLE XX. 

The civil commissary, as assistant protector of slaves in each quarter, shall trans- 
mit, within the fourteen days following the delivery of the reports, to the protector 
and guardian of slaves, at his office in the town of Port Louis, all the reports that 
shall have been made to him, with the original oaths. In case a civil commissary, 
as assistant protector of slaves, shall himself be the owner, manager, or overseer of 
a plantation, he shall deliver, at the same period, to the protector and guardian of 
slaves, a copy of his own plantation record book for the preceding three months of 
that year, as well as the oath he has taken, in the manner and form above prescribed, 
before one of the Judges of the tribunal of First Instance of this Island, under pain 
of incurring the punishments and penalties to which arc liable all other persons who 
may have refused or neglected to make their report, or to take the oath required 
of them. 

/ 1 
/ > ' 

'lime ami jjlace which' 
th- UWIM.TJ» to jiie- 
Brnt Imiiscll, to ■ * 
dtJjver Jus report, • * 
mu] take the i.utli • 

required ui Inin. 
The Abbiiituiil Pro- 
tector ami Guardiaii 
to repair tu the dwells 
mg ol the (inner, in 
th c tuies provided 
lor in the present ‘ 
m tide. 

Penalty oguinst who-, 
sumer shall refuse or' 
neglect to make his ' 
re|Kirt, or to sign the** 
oaths required by 
the ordinance. 

Delay within which! 
the reports should be 
made to the Protector 
or Guardian of slaves. 

Obligation binding 
upon the Assistant 
Protector and Guar- 
dian, in case of his 
being owner or ma- 
n.igei of a plantation. 

ARTICLE XXL ‘ 

The protector and guardiam of slaves is ordered to register in the record books, 
kept by him for the purpose, all the reports transmitted to him, and to preserve in 
bis office the said reports and the .original oaths ; and in order to avoid, as much as 
possible, any error or mistake, the protector and guardian of slaves shall be obliged 
to keep a distinct and separate book for each quarter of the. island, and transcribe 
into it, by alphabetical order, each report, according to the name by which the habi- 
tation shall be designated therein. C 1 * • * ’ a ^ J 

• • ARTICLE XXII. ■ ' v • .M 5!^ 

It is ordered that, in the event of any person, whether owner, manager, overseer) 
or authorized agent of any plantation, he accused of indicting, or causing or per- 
mitting to be indicted, upon any slave or slaves, any chastisement, either forbidden 
or declared illegal by the present ordinance, if the slave who may complain of having 
been illegally punished shall present himself before the protector and guardian of 
slaves, or before the civil commissary, as assistant protector of slaves in his quarter; 
and if the marks or traces of a recent dogging or laceration shall appear on the 
body of the said slave, the protector and guardian, or the civil commissary, as 
assistant protector of slaves, shall then immediately draw up an act of the slave’s 
declaration, and transmit a certified copy thereof to the magistrate charged with the 
public'ministry near the tribunal of First Instance, in order that prosecutions be 
instituted without delay ; and if, on the occasion of the discussions that shall have 
taken place, the slave shall declare before the tribunal that the traces or marks 
which he bears on his body are the cflect of such illegal chastisement; 'and after 
having been duly and carefully examined by the tribunal, he proves, by a precise, 
detailed, and probable account, all the circumstances that have attended the said 
illegal correction, then and in each of those cases, although the slayc cannot he 
deemed a competent witness according to the clauses of the present ordinance, the 
owner, manager, overseer, or any other person having power and authority over thq 
said slave, shall be hound to prove by oath, either that the correction, the murk? 
and traces of which are apparent, has not been indicted by him, or by bis order, of 

338. B ’ ' with 

Obligation imposed 
on ilie Protector and 
Guardian of Slaves 
to register the reports 
forwarded to him, 
and to keep, to that 
effect, a distinct and. 
separate hook for 
each district of the 
island. 

Clauses relative to 
any person accused 
of having inllicicd, or 
caused to he inflicted, 
any forbidden and , 
illegal chastisement. 
1'orm of proceeding . 
in such a case. 

Proofs to he urged 
by the complaining 
slave, or by the 
accused pnily. 

c : x. •. er.. ■ 
o. J t l..’* a.- 1 .j 
I ' C *. « . i \ %* 

* *« 
Punishment, against,, 
the person who, in 
default of proofs re- 
quired by the pieseut 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 



article, shall be con- 
victed of inflicting, or 
causing to be in- 
flicted, aixillegal 
correction. 

The Tribunal allowed 
to come definitively 
to such determination 
as equity may require. 

The public ministry 
are forbidden to dis- 
continue pursuits, 
without a written 
order bearing the 
Governor’s signature. 

Marriages between 
slaves. 

Porms to be used in 
such a case. 

Children of slaves 
become legitimate by 
right, through the 
marriage ot their 
parents. 

Defence of selling 
children without 
their parents. 

Explanatory clauses 
relative- thereto. 

The slave may have 
a stock. He may 
acquire and possess 
moveable and im- 
moveable property. 

10 ORDINANCE for PROTECTION of SLAVES in the MAURITIUS, 

with his knowledge and consent, or that such correction was a legal and' allowable 
punishment according to the present ordinance, and was inflicted in the presence of 
the competent witnesses, as it is required by the foregoing clauses: in default of 
proofs upon oath, the owner, manager, or overseer shall be convicted and adjudged 
guilty of the offence that may have given cause to the accusation. 

The tribunal, however, whatever may be the result of the depositions upon oath 
that shall be made to it by-all the witnesses summoned to depose, whatever also may 
be the nature of the declarations insisted upon by the owner, manager, overseer, or 
other person, may take, in respect to the guilt or innocence of the accused,, such 
determination as equity may require. It is moreover ordered, that the magistrate 
charged with the public ministry in the Eirst Instance shall not discontinue the 
pursuits he may have instituted at the suit of the protector and guardian of slayes, 
except in virtue of a written order, bearing the signature and seal of the Governor or 
acting Governor. 

ARTICLE XXIH. 

All individuals in a state of slavery may contract marriage. To this effect they 
are to apply to the protector and guardian of slaves, or to the civil commissaries 
of quarters, to whom they are to produce the written consent of the owners, 
managers or overseers, In the event of the owner, manager or overseer of the 
two slaves, who may be desirous of marrying, or one of them only, refusing to give 
to the said marriage his written consent, then and in such case the protector arid 
guardian of slaves, to whom information, shall be given of the refusal, shall issue a 
summons, bearing his signature and seal, to the ,o\vner, overseer or person having 
the direction of the said slaves, to appear before him in person, or by his attorney 
at the time and place fixed upon. That time shall not he more remote than four- 
teen days from that on which the demand of the slaves shall have been presented 
to the protector and guardian. If the owner, manager or overseer, or any other 
person having the direction of the said slaves, after receiving the summons above- 
mentioned, shall refuse to appear before the protector and guardian of slaves.; or 
else, if on appearing, he does not shew sufficient proof that the intended marriage 
is contrary to the welfare of the slaves, or manifestly injurious to the master’s 
interest, then and in each of those cases the protector and guardian shall authorise 
the marriage, by a declaration bearing his signature and seal, apd the marriage shall 
he celebrated with the formalities prescribed for validating the marriage between 
free persons. 

In case of the marriage between slaves, who shall have had children from previous 
connection, such children shall by right become legitimate, after the protector and 
guardian shall have previously ascertained that there exists no fraud in the declara- 
tion which the parents of the said children shall have made. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

It is forbidden to seize or sell, even in execution of any ordinance, sentence or 
decree of any court of justice in this island, any slave having a wife or legitimate 
children or natural ones, the latter until the age of twelve for boys and of fifteen for 
girls, and belonging to the same person or persons, unless the said husband, wife or 
children, legitimate or natural, be sold together to the same person or persons; and 
if in execution of any ordinance, sentence or decree, any slave shall he sold 
separately from his wife or children, whether legitimate or natural, then and in that 
case it is ordered, that the sale shall by right he declared null and void. 

It is moreover ordered, that in the cases when a slave having a. wife, or legitimate 
or. natural children of the age above determined, shall he seized or sold, without the 
said, wives and children being included in the said seizure or sale, the seizure 
in. such case shall be, by right, considered as comprising the husband, wife and 
children. 

ARTICLE XXV. 

The slave is declared competent to have a stock of his own, and to buy, acquire 
and possess moveable and immoveable property ; to alienate and dispose of them, 
with the united concurrence of the master and the protector and guardian. Any 
action that may take place, in consequence of the faculty given to the slave by the 

present 
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presentarticle, must be brought in the name of the master, arid in ^case of refusal by 
the protector and guardian ; and in case the pretensions of the slave shall not -be 
admitted in a court of justice, his property shall be answerable, as in ordinary aflairSj 
f6r the costs and damages to which the action may have given rise. 

Clauses relative fo> 
the action, that.Ynny 
take place in conse- 
quence of the faculty 
given to the slave by 
the present article. 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

Savings Banks shall he established in this island, for the better preservation of Establishment of 

the property of slaves. Savings’Banks. 

The funds-that may be deposited therein, shall hear an interest of five per cent Clauses reihiire to 

per annum. Whatever may relate to that interest, and its application, shall become 6f> 
the object of private regulations, which it is left to the Governor or acting Governor sums thercinTpdged 

to publish as often as he may think proper. Any slave making a deposit of money l>y the slaves, 

in savings banks, shall he allowed to declare in what manner he wishes that, in the 
event of his death, the funds belonging to him shall be paid and distributed, and to 
name the person or persons to whom its delivery or distribution is to be made. 
This declaration of the slave shall be registered in a book kept for that purpose in 
the savings banks, and at the death of the slave, it shall be considered as his last 
will, if there does not exist some other subsequent declaration from him. In case 
the said slave shall happen to marry after having made the said declaration, the 
marriage shall be deemed as a legal revocation of it. If the slave shall die intestate^ 
and without having made the foregoing declaration, then and in such case the 
property of the slave shall devolve to the person or persons who, according to the 
laws which regulate successions in the colonies, shall be entitled to the said pro- 
perty., Lastly, if the slave shall leave neither wife nor children nor any relation in 
degree, whether natural or legitimate, requisite for giving a claim to succeed to his 
property, that property shall devolve to his master. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

The savings banks that shall be established at Mauritius, shall be under the 
authority and inspection of the protector and guardian of slaves. The Governor Or 
acting Governor is authorized to name such persons as he may deem most proper 
for forming a commission tc carry on the savings banks, and such persons us shall 
be employed in the service of those banks. The Governor or acting Governor is 
also authorized to make such regulations as shall appear suitable to secure order 
and correctness, and prevent the misapplication of the sums deposited therein. 
These regulations shall be submitted without delay for the approbation of His 
Majesty through the channel of one of his Principal Secretaries of State. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

No deposit of money shall at any lime be received in the said savings banks 
from any slave when the deposit shall exceed the sum of two pounds sterling, unless 
the slave shall produce the written consent of the master, manager or overseer 
and in case the slave who shall be desirous at any period or any particular time 
whatever, to make a deposit of money exceeding the said sum of two pounds 
sterling shall meet from the manager, master or overseer a refusal to give his 
written consent, then and in such case the protector and guardian of slaves, when 
he shall been informed of the refusal of the master, manager or overseer, is ordered 
to send him a summons, hearing his signature and seal, to make him appear before 
him, either in his own person or through his attorney, at the time and place 
determined upon ; and if the said owner, manager or overseer shall not appear, or 
if when he appears he docs not assign valid grounds to shew that the deposit should 
not be effected, then the protector and guardian of slaves shall issue an order, under 
his signature and seal, to the director of the savings banks to receive and register 
the amount of the deposit. On the first of each month, the director of the hank 
shall ascertain the slate of the deposits made in the preceding month, and make it 
public through the Government Gazette. 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

The manumission of any slave, or the registering of any act of manumission, shall Mnnumissioa of 

110 longer be subject henceforward to any duty or tax of any kind, with the excep- slrtves- < 

tion, however, of a duty not exceeding 20 s. to be paid to the vesistrar for resisterin" ?x
1
on',Hl'on of n,, 

0 J Tin 0 0 0 tluiyor tax, excopt- 
OO®* " ** tllC ing a duty to be paid 

The Savings Banks 
shall bo under the 
authority of the Pro- 
tector and Guardian 
of Slaves. 
The Governor shall 
form a commission to 
carry on the Savings 
Banks. 
The Governor shall 
issue the necessary 
regulations for carry- 
ing on the Savings 
Banks. * 

Jlcgulntion ordered 
to ho adopted in re- 
spect to deposits ex- 
ceeding two pounds 
sterling. 

Clauses relative to 
the means to bo 
adopted for receiving 
into the Savings 
Banks any deposits 
exceeding two pound* 
sterling. 

Publication to be 
made every month of 
the state of the de- 
posits made in the 
preceding month. 
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to tho rcgjstmr for 
registering tho slaves, 
mul whicli slmll not 
exceed aos. 

Penalty against any 
one who shall infringe 
the present article. 

„ i >• L'* I l« -' ** 

the" slaves," by the protector and gutirclian, who shall be reimbursed from-'the public 
revenue of the colony ; and if contrary to' the above clause any person in this island 
shall take, ask, or receive in future’ any duty or tax, always excepting the duty 
allowed to the registrar for registering the slaves, such person shall suffer a penalty 
not exceeding 50/. sterling, nor less than 10/. sterling. ■ ;( , 

• • • Mij !i» r>()/ < <1 *> 

r.*,;,,,.’'.. „ . , « . ARTICLE XXX. ’ , '''Vi’’. 11 !r 

Tho slave may pur- It is ordered by the present article, that in case any slave in tho island of Mauritius 

hhiud1); hU^fe#chU- anc* ‘ts dependencies, shall wish, to obtain his liberty by redeeming from slavery his 
dren, parents, bn>-. , own person, or the person ofhiswife, of his child or children, of his father, mother, 
tliers or sisters... - . legitimate or natural brothers or sisters, by also purchasing their freedom ; and also 

pSed^nwsTCcu'o *n t*le casc l^e l'emale slave being desirous of availing herself of the same privilege 
this clause. . < in respect to her husband, children, parents, legitimate or natural-brothers or sisters, 

‘A .. .' .. i by purchasing their freedom, the said redemption from slavery shall be-permitted 
to the slave, provided he proves to the satisfaction of the protector and guardian, 

Form to be adopted that he has lawfully acquired the property which he destines to that object; and if 

Kfuni,0oron!!s bc-S t^e owner °f die slave shall refuse to consent to the manumission, or shall be really 
ing prevented from prevented from consenting to it, whether owing to a mortgage or any other incum- 

^T105,’n brance affecting the said slave, and giving any right whatever over him to a third 
demand an extnnn- person, whether from the interest vested in a minor, a woman under her husband s 
pant jince for tbo control, or owing to a prohibitory decree, or from any law-suit pending before 

, 1 a court of justice concerning the right of property m the said slave, or any right 
; i: “ 1 , to his services, whether also owing to the extravagant price demanded by the owner 
^for the redemption of the slave, then and in each of the cases just named, the 
(..., I! > protector and guardian of slaves shall repair to the Chief Judge of the colony, who, 

‘ upon the report made to him, shall send a summons bearing his seal and signature, 
to order to appear in his presence, either personally or by his attorney, at the time 
and place fixed for that purpose, the owner, manager or overseer of the said slave, 

, ’ ■ ' ; ' or any other person having the said slave under his charge. The protector and 
’ , ’ ( ’ . guardian of slaves shall, on his part, cause to be published in three successive 

Government Gazettes, a notice declaring the time and place fixed upon by the Chief 
• J •' ■ " Judge, and having for its object to give intimation to all persons having rights or 

. claims to exercise over the slave whose manumission has been applied for, whether 
,1 ■ * . *-• « in their own name, or as guardians, attorneys, trustees or executors, that they should 

‘ ' present themselves and exhibit their titles and pretensions. 

(luccd by the siVvc”" In case the funds which the slave should offer for his liberty should not proceed 

i"mierVil foMds8 ■ ^rom ^'s ^l^our or industry, but should arise from any other cause, in such case, 
libcrtyC>i 11 >uit 1 *nnt be a,u^ or^Gt" to onj°y benefit of liberty, the slave shall bring a certificate from 
tbo produce of his his master, attesting his good conduct during a period of live years. 

Tlic slavc ,conv’!Ctetl robbery, larceny, or other ofiences, having for their object 
liberty, durioi; n cer-* to procure him by unlawful means, any stock whatever, is by the present article 

Bpllct toC(iny*fiiavo tjcclared to have forfeited the power of purchasing his freedom, for the period of 
conviciod of robbery, five years for the first offence, and ten years in case of relapse, , > 
larceny* or other ‘ ‘ * * h 

tifTences* ' i 1 i , i ‘ ■ vt 
■ * ^ .1 • ». *' * 1 

(f v" 
ARTICLE XXXI, 

Clausesdirortod w-1 * At the period fixed upon by the summons of the grand Judge, and in the presence 

presmamciT1'* * of. ll'.G Prolcctor ar>d guardian of slaves, and of the owner of the slaves whose mami- ■ mission shall be under consideration, as well as in the absence of the said owner, 
■ if it be duly proved that the latter, or any other person has been regularly appraised 

Form of proceeding1 by the notice published in the Government Gazette, the Chief Judge shall summarily 

a.iehfjKr 1,10 Sive hearins 10 what may be sni(i l)y lbc protector and guardian of slaves, and by 
° * the owner, and any other person pretending to any right over the slave whose 

Coses foreseen nnd ( manumission is applied for; or in case the parties or any of them shall refuse to 

wiVlll'iwpirojbSf' G{Iec.1 tbe manumission, or it shall appear to the Chief Judge that such a mnnu- 
be nppwMfd. • mission cannot be effected through a voluntary or amicable understanding between 

. i * the parties ; or in ease that it sbull be demonstrated to the Chief Judge, that the 

‘- owner of the’said slave or the person having any right over him is a minor, or a 
- * *• Woman* mldtr the covrtrol of her husband, or on individual interdicted from 

dispoWig-of him j or'that the real owner or person having any right over the slave 
• - 'is absent from the doiony^nvithout-having any one to represent him, or that any 

v i • ' i. *«11 w r. 
- suit 
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'suit is pending before a court of justice concerning the right of property in the said 
slave, or any right to his services, or in-case it shall appear to the Chief Judge that 
there exists some difference of opinion between the protector and guardian of the 
slaves and the owner of the slave to be manumitted in respect to his real value, then 
and in each of those cases above-mentioned; the protector and guardian of slaves, 
and the owner of the slave to be manumitted, shall each name an appraiser: an 
umpire shall be appointed by the Chief Judge. The appraiser and umpire, after Onth to be taken by 

having taken an oath in the hands of the Chief Judge, binding them to proceed ^t)
;|PPraiscl'and 

equitably, and to the best of their knowledge and belief, to the appraisement of the Appraisement of the 

slave whose manumission shall be demanded, shall jointly, within seven days of their slaves by thoap- 

taking the oath, make the appraisement, which is the only object of the duty 
entrusted to them. For this purpose, the slave to be appraised shall be brought toCbe°approvedi)y the 

before them by the protector and guardian. Within the same period of seven days, Chief judge, ami vn- 

the appraisers and umpire shall deliver to the Chief Judge their act of appraisement, [he^rolcctor and pf 

under their hands and seals; and this act after being approved by the Chief Judge Guardian of Slaves, 

shall be deemed as law by the parties, and be inrolled in the office of the protector t,,c reglst|y 
and guardian of slaves, and in the registry office. 

ARTICLE XXXII. 

The sum proceeding from the appraised value of the slave shall be deposited in 
His Majesty’s Treasury in this island, and the treasurer shall deliver a receipt of it 
which shall be inrolled in the registry office; this receipt must be accompanied by 
a declaration of the Chief Judge, which is to certify that the forms required by law 
for .the manumission of the said slave have been complied with ; by means of which 
the slave shall be free, and enjoy the advantages attached to that condition. 

Sum proceeding from 
the appraised value 
of the slaves, to be 
deposited in His 
Majesty’s Treasury. 
Declaration of the 
Chief Judge that the 
forms required by 
Law have been com- 
plied with. 

The slave declared free, after the fornjs shall have been complied with. 

ARTICLE XXXIII. 

The funds proceeding from the manumission of any slave shall, after authority ^ulTiin've1 of°tl!e°r 

obtained from the Chief Judge, be delivered by the treasurer to the person or persons funds proceeding from 

having right to the same. In case no claim shall be immediately made, they shall chusesincasothe 

remain in the treasury. In such case they shall bear an interest of six per cent per fumisthnii notbohn- 

annum; this interest to be drawn out of the public revenues of the colony, shall mediately applied for. 

form with the capital a property belonging to the person or persons entitled legally 
to claim it. It will give a title to the exercise of any right which a person might the exercise of any 

haye exercised over the slave himself previously to his manumission. The definitive « person 
delivery of the sums forming such deposit, can in no case be made by the treasurer o”!frtholsiavoh,im«df 
except by the Chief Judge’s authority. before bis manumis- 

sion. 

ARTICLE XXXIV. 

Previously to the manumission of any slave, and when the master shall have 
determined to efiect it of his own free will, the latter must give notice of it in 
writing to the protector and guardian, who, on behalf of the slave to be manumitted, 
shall ascertain if the owner is possessed of a proper title, and if the means of 
support will be sufficient to guard against the slave’s being at any time a burden to 
the colony. When the information shall be satisfactory, the protector and guardian 
of slaves shall draw up, without any charge or fee, the act of manumission, which, 
independently of the signature of the protector and guardian, shall bear that of a 
witness called in for that purpose. The act of manumission shall, within the period 
of one month from its date, be transcribed and deposited in the registry office, 
under pain against the protector and guardian of slaves of a penalty not to exceed 

pounds sterling, nor less than pounds sterling. 

ARTICLE XXXV. 

Course which is to 
precede uny volun- 
tary manumission. 

The Protector and 
Guardian to draw, up 
the not of manumis- 
sion without charge 
or fee. 
Forms to he attended 
to on the occasion. 
Deposit of the net of 
manumission in the 
registry ollice, under 
pain of a penalty 
against the Protector 
and Guardian. 

Every clergyman of the established church of England, every minister of the Certificate to ho 

kirk of Scotland, and every priest professing the Roman Catholic religion in this o'.jicommissnrils 
island, and every person duly authorized by the government as a public tcnchcy of of Quarters, by every 

religion in the Island of Mauritius and dependencies, shall transmit to the, civil "^t
,j|o%c

l
(j
r^noolu*'y 

commissary of the quarter in which he may be resident certificates, setting forth the vernment1, ihr the 

name and place of dwelling of any slave who, in his opinion, shall be sufficiently purpose yf attesting 

instructed in his religion to know the nature and obligation of an oath. The civil IloVof slaves!'SllUC* 
338- B 3 commissary 
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i4 ORDINANCE for PROTECTION of SLAVES in the MAURITIUS, 

beacWro^e^toUie0 comrimsary in each quarter.shall transmit those.ceitificates, within eight days from 
Pwieclo^and Guar- the day of his receiving them, to the protector and guardian of slaves,, who shall 
dian of Slaves, who register them in a book :kept by .him for the purpose, with .an insertion therein of 

a booSopf by'iSn1 the date of the certificate, the name and-place of residence of the person who shall 
for that purpose. have delivered it, and the name of the slave to whom .the certificate shall apply. 
No minister or clergy- 
man not acknow- 
ledged' by Govern- 
ment can deliver 
such certificates, 
without having ob- 
tained special leave, 
as stateu in this 
article. 

It is to be well understood, that no minister, clergyman or other person, bbing a 
public teacher of religion in this island, who shall not be also a minister or clergyman 
of the churches of England or Scotland, shall be entitled to give the certificates just 
mentioned, unless His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial 
Department, or the Governor or acting Governor of the Island of Mauritius, shall 
have granted to such minister, clergyman or Other aforesaid person, a permission in 
writing authorizing him to deliver such certificates ; and the said leave, before it .can 
have effect, must be inrolled in the office of the protector and guardian of slaves. 

ARTICLE XXXVI. 

The evidence of a No person shall henceforth be considered .incompetent to give evidence before 

be admitted 
a court °f ciVd or criminal justice in this island by reason of his or her being in 

Conrtof Justice, if it a state of slavery, if such person so called upon to give evidence shall produce and 

ccrtificate of the exhibit to the court the certificate of the protector and guardian of slaves, declaring 
Protector and Guar- that the name of the witness is inscribed, as required by law, in the book kept by 
diau,tlmt the said bim for the purpose. The protector and guardian must also, without any charge 

underetands'the na- or fee whatever, deliver, to any person demanding it, a certificate that the slave 
ture and obligation of called upon as a witness has or has not been registered in the said book. It is, 
an oath. however, to be well understood, that the evidence of no slave can be received in any 

shouKdeiivercd ^aw suit in which his master might'be directly interested. 
by the Protector, without charge or fee, to any porson applying for it. The slave cannot give evidence in any law-suit, in which his master 
.may be directly interested. 

The Tribunals are Nothing that is contained in this article can be interpreted in such a way as to 

t'nined'in the power destroy or diminish the-power and authority which any criminal court in this island 
of admitting vho evi- already possesses, of admitting in certain cases the evidence of slaves, and of rcu- 
dcncc of slaves m derims it as valid as if it were given by free persons, 
certain cases. o o » ^ i 

The salary of tho 
Protector and Guar- 
dian of Slaves, is to 
be in lieu of all fees 
and emoluments. 

Fine against the 
Protector, and dis- 
missal from hiS office, 
in. case of infringe- 
ment of the present 
article. 

ARTICLE XXXVII. 

The salary of the protector and guardian of slaves, such as it shall be regulated 
and determined, shall be to him in lieu of all fees and emoluments whatever. In 
case the protector and guardian shall demand or receive, directly or indirectly, any 
fees or emoluments others than those fixed for his salary, and so receive it for any 
act or duty of his office, he shall suffer a penalty double the amount he may have 
unlawfully received, and be declared incapable of filling any longer the functions of 
protector and guardian. 

ARTICLE XXXVIII. 

Report to be pro- The protector and guardian of slaves shall make a report in writing to the 

bTibcProtccEnd Governor or acting Governor, on the first Monday after the 25th of December arid 
Guardian of Slaves, the first Monday after the 24th of June, in each year. 

Details which the This report shall specify the manner in which the duties of that office shall have 
report s a contain. keen during the six months preceding the date of the report; the number of 

actions and law suits in which the protector shall have acted in that capacity j the 
date and result of the suits; the details of all the reports that shall have been made 
to him by the civil commissaries of the different quarters of the island ; the names 
of the persons against whom he may have instituted any criminal suit in consequencb 
of inhuman treatment of the slaves; the names of the slaves who shall have been 
pointed out to him as competent to give evidence in a court of justice ; the number 
of permissions granted by the protector and guardian for the marriage of slaves; 
the number of marriages celebrated in virtue of such permissions; the amount of the 
sums deposited in any savings bank; lastly, the names of all the slaves manumitted 
in virtue and under the authority of the present ordinance. The protector and 
guardian of slaves shall make oath before the Governor or acting Governor 
that his report contains the truth and nothing but the truth, on all the points thereip 
recited; and when that oath shall have been taken, the Governor or acting Governor 
shall deliver to the protector and guardian of slaves an order on His Majesty’s 

treasurer 

O.-'il) to be token by 
the Protector before 
the G vernor 

Order to be delivered 
to Uie Protector, 
after lie sludl linvc 
made oatb, for tlie 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 
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treasurer in this island for the amount of the portion of the additional salary amountofilie portion 

allowed to him in that capacity due for the six months preceding the date of the itry aiiowed tohim," 

report; which order shall be transmitted by the Governor or acting Governor, on the due for the six months 

first favourable opportunity, to His Majesty’s Principal,Secretary of'State for-the *|^c
r

L
Cp”!; tllo dat:eof 

Gblbnial Depaftnrie'nt. 

ARTICLE NXXIX. 

In case the protector and guardian of slaves,, or any civil commissary of a Punishment.decreed 

district, or any other person, shall voluntarily or fraudulently make any erasure or -''Sv11"!*1 person, 
interlineation m any of the books, registers or reports mentioned m this ordinance, oifonccs mentioned, 

wilfully falsify any of the said books, registers or reports; wilfully insert or cause to in thii adicle. 
be inserted any false entry in.any of the said books, registers,orrreports ; voluntarily 
and fraudulently burn, cancel or obliterate the sak^ books,, registers or .repo ts, or 
merely one or any of them, or any part of them, tlien and in each such case they 
shall have been guilty of a serious offence; and the guilty, after due correction, shall 
suffer such punishment as is hereinafter directed. 

ARTICLE XL. 

In case any of the people called Quakers, residing in the colony, shall be required Clauses relmiveto 

to take one of the oaths enjoined by the present ordinance, it is ordered that the [I',0 ^ 
solemn affirmation of such person shall stand in lieu of such oath; and if such duakers."8 Cn *" 
person making, as a Quaker, such solemn affirmation, shall be convicted of affirming 
falsely, he or she shall have incurred such punishment as the laws of the colony 
pronounce against persons guilty of corrupt peijury. 

ARTICLE XLL 

Any person convicted of any of the offences named ih the present ordinance, if 
a free person, shall incur a penalty not exceeding pounds sterling, 
nor less than pounds sterling, or suffer an imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding six months nor less than one month; or even suffer both penalty and 
imprisonment, if the tribunal shall think fit so to order it. In case any person shall 
be convicted of inhuman treatment of any slave, the tribunal shall declare that such 
person has forfeited all his rights over the slave, who shall be declared confiscated to 
His Majesty. The trials which- the above-offences shall give rise to shall be heart I 
and .tried by the ordinary tribunals of the colony. One-half of .the penalties pro 

el-inll kn .Inflrrorl in His IVfrnPQtv’c/rYnnmiru • tbc Otlief. half shall devolve t( nounced ; shall bo-lodged in His Majesty ’s Treasury 
the Caisse de .Bienfais.an.ee, 

ARTICLE XLII. 

In case any person shall be convicted for the second time before a court of justice, 
of having inflicted or caused to be inflicted upon any slave a treatment of a cruel 
and inhuman nature, such person, independently of the punishment he shall have 
incurred; shall be declared by the tribunal as incompetent for the future to be owner, 
manager or overseer of any slave in the Island of Mauritius and its dependencies; 
and all slaves of whom the said person shall be owner at the time of such second 
condemnation, shall be confiscated to His Majesty. There is no alteration made, 
however, in the existing laws in what concerns the power possessed by the tribunals 
of ordering the confiscation and sale of slaves towards whom the niasters*shnll have 
exercised any inhuman treatment. 

ARTICLE XLIII. 

Whenever difficulties shall arise in consequence of the present ordinance, with 
respect to the different degrees of relationship between slaves, the protector and 
guardian shall have recourse to the records kept by the registrar for registering 
slaves, whose certificate shall be deemed valid, cither before the tribunals or before 
any other competent authority. 

ARTICLE XLIY. 

In case of any unfounded complaint of a slave against his master, the protector Correctional ptmish- 

and guardian, or the tribunal before which the said complaint shall have been Xvo Xo simulmvii 
carried, shall determine, in respect to the said slave, such correctional punishment ns brougia luMu'ifou'mk 
shall be .inflicted upon him, ed complaint against 

338. 1)4 ARTICLE h's"“!W' 

Punishment against 
any person convicted 
of any of U10 offences 
named' in the present 
ordinances. 
Nature of the punish- 
ment. 

Competency of the 
oidinary tribunals of 
the Colony, to hour 
and try the causes in 
tho cases above 
mentioned. 
Penalties, how to he 
applied. 

Article relating to a 
relapse, in respect to 
iltu inlnumm treat- 
ment of n slave. 

Punishment decreed 
in such a case. 

The Tribunals main? 
tnined in the power 
they possess, of 
ordering, in certain 
cases, the confisca- 
tion and sale ofslaves. 

In case of difficulty 
with respect to tho 
dillercni degree of 
relationship between 
slaves, recourse to bo 
had to tho records 
kept by the Registrar 
for registering the 
slaves. 
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This ordinance to be 
published, inrolled 
and carried into exe- 
cution within the 
time prescribed by 
the present article. 

AU clauses of an- 
terior laws main- 
tained in force, in so 
far as they do not 
militate against the 
present ordinance. 

N* 2. 
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ARTICLE XLV. 

The present ordinance shall be published, in order that no person may plead 
ignorance of it; it shall be inrolled in the tribunals and carried into execution in 
the Island of Mauritius, and in its dependencies, within the period of one moiith 
after the Governor or acting Governor shall have received the instructions of the 
Right Honourable His Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonial Department. 

AH other clauses of anterior laws and regulations are maintained in full force, 
in so far as they do not militate against the present ordinance. 

Gop save the KING ! 

Given at Port Lewis, Island of Mauritius, at the Government House, the 
ist of September 1827. 

t (signed) G. Lowry Cole. 

A true copy, 
(signed) 

BY Order of his Excellency the Governor, 

(signed) Arch, TV. Blanc, 
Chief Secretary to Government; 

BY Order of Council, 
(signed) W. N. Lcilch, 

Clerk to the Council. 

W. N. Lcitch, 
Clerk to the Council. 

N° 2. 

To the Right Hon. WILLIAM HUSKISSON, &C. &C. &C. 

Sir, ’ Mauritius, 19th May 1828. 
WE do ourselves the honour to transmit to you such observations as have appeared 

to us to bo called for upon the .provisions of the “ Ordnance for improving' -the 
“ condition of the Slaves in Mauritius,” framed by the Governor in council. , , 

In submitting our opinion upon the various points embraced by the ordinance* 
we have kept in view the resolutions of the House of Commons to which these mea‘» 
sures have referrred, and we have taken the Trinidad order in council as expressive 
of the general views of His Majesty’s government, for the melioration of the con- 
dition of slaves; and while we have endeavoured to adhere strictly to the principle 
of the former, it has been our object to point out the advantage or disadvantage 
likely to result from any proposed deviation from the provisions of the latter; We 
have considered that where the occasion admitted of it, some appropriate regula- 
tions not comprehended in the Trinidad order, might at once be introduced! We 
have not indeed brought forward all that we have to state upon the means best 
calculated to improve the condition of the slaves, with a view to the gradual extinc- 
tion of slavery; but we hope we shall not be found to have omitted any material 
observations upon the measures that have been under the consideration of the 
Governor in council. 

We ought to observe, that notwithstanding the habits engendered by the Slave 
Trade, the old French laws were, in spirit, extremely humane towards slaves who 
remained in subordination, and contained many valuable provisions for their pro- 
tection and benefit, and for their moral and religious instruction; but as the 
extinction of slavery was not contemplated, they afforded the slave no means of 
obtaining his freedom except by the voluntary act of his owner, who was permitted, 
but not directly encouraged to bestow it. 

The lettres patentes of 172’3, known by the name of the “ Code Noir,” and 
nearly an echo of the edict of iCS/j, issued by Louis XIV. for the American posses- 
sions of France, form the chief body of regulations applicable to masters and 
slaves. Many of the clauses arc very carefully worded, so as to insure to the slave 
the benefit intended by the legislature. It is to be ascribed to the udministratiop of 

.justice 
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