
88 N° 17.—Montferr at. 

N° 17. 

MONTSERRAT. 

COPIES of feveral A<S:s pafled in the Ifland of Montferrat, 
relative to Negro Slaves. 

Anno 
1679. Ah Att againft Negroes wandering) and the Concealers thereof. 

N° 30. WHEREAS there is a general Complaint in this Ifland of the Liberty that Kegroes 
do aflume to themfelves in wandering from one Plantation to another on the Sabbat!! 

Day, and at other T^imes, both Day and Night, by which Means many of the Inhabitants are 
much damnified by feveral Infolencies, Thefts, and Robberies, which, if not fpeedily prevented, 
may very much prejudice the public Welfare of this Ifland j It is therefore Enabled and Ordained, 
and be it hereby Ena&ed and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid. That for the future all Pro- 
prietors of Negro or Negroes in or upon this Ifland, or Overfeers of Plantations that fhall have 
any ftxange or wandering Negro or Negroes come into his, her, or their Plantations, either by 
Day or Night, on Pretence of any lawful Occafions; and any fuch Negro or Negroes that fhall, 
after Notice given unto him or them to repair unto his, her, or their Matter or Miftrefs, Owner or 
Owners, Overfcer or Overfeers of the refpedtive Plantations where any fuch Negro, or Slave or 
Slaves fhall fo loiter, fhall forthwith take any fuch Runaway or Wandering Slave or Slaves, and pu- 
nifh him or them, and fend them to the Owner or Owners thereof, Overfeer or Overfeers of the 
Plantations unto which they belong; and if any Slave or Slaves fhall conceal fuch, or harbour any 
fuch Runaway or Wandering Slave in his, her, or their Cabbins, fhall be by the Owner or 
Owners, Overfeer or Overfeers of fuch Concealers, forthwith taken before the next Juftice of 
Peace of this Ifland, and there, in the Prefence of the faid Juftice, exercife the Punifhment 
of Forty Lafhes upon the bare Back of him, her, or them that fhall fo conceal any Slave 6r 
Slaves, and all fuch Owners or Overfeers as fhall negle<5t fo to do fhall upon Proof thereof 
be fined Five hundred Pounds of Sugar for His Majefty’s Ufe, towards the Support of the Go- 
vernment of this Ifland, any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom in this Ifland to the contrary heretofore had 
or made in anywife notwithftanding. 

Anno 
I693. 

N0
36. 

An Aft to refrain the Infolence of Slaves, and for preventing them from committing any 
Outrages j as alfo the better or dering fuch Slaves, &c. 

WHEREAS it is notorious that the Negroes not only commit grievous Outrages 
upon the Inhabitants, by ftealing and carrying away their Cattle and other Stock 

raifed for their Subfiftence, but are likewife in many Places of this Ifland got together in fuch 
Numbers as to threaten the Difturbance of the Peace and Quiet of the fame * we therefore pray 
their Majefties, that it may be Enadled, And it is hereby Enatted by the Authority aforefaid. That 
henceforward, where any Negro fhall be taken ftealing or carrying away Stock, Cattle, or Provi- 
fion, amounting to the Value of Twelve Pence, fuch Negro or Negroes taken therein fhall, upon 
due Proof thereof before the Governor and Council, fuffer fuch Death as they fhall think fit to 
award ; and when any Negro fhall have any Theft proved againft him, and the Value not amount- 
ing to Twelve Pence Current Money of this Ifland, that then and in fuch Cafes fuch Negro fhall 
only fuffer a fevere Whipping, and have both his Ears cut oft' for the Firft Time; but for the Se- 
cond Offence in the like Nature fhall fuffer Death in the Form aforefaid, the Public paying the 
Owner for every Negro put to Death the Sum of Three thoufand Five hundred Pounds of Muf- 
covado Sugar. 

And forafmuch, through the Negroes ftealing and deftroying poor People’s Provifions they are 
quite difcouraged from planting what they expe«ft not to reap ; Be it moreover Ena&ed and Pro- 
vided, That it fhall and may be lawful for any Perfon to fhoot at, and, if poflible, to kill any Negro 
he fhall find digging out,drawing, or ftealing.his Provifion, provided fuch Provifion be not within 

Forty 
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