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Recorded the foregoing A«5b by Order of the Honourable the Lieutenant Governor and 

Council (intituled, “ An A6t to reftrain the Infolencies of Slaves, and for preventing 
“ them from committing any Outrages, as alfo the better ordering fuch Slaves,*’ &c.) 
and is a true Copy taken and examined from a Copy fent from the Lords Commiflioners 
for Trade and Plantation, and under the Seal of the Office. 

per GEO. FRENCH, Jun. D. Se&r. 
Montferrat, December 16, 1725. 

N° 19. 

■dn AR for the further ReJlriElion of Slavesy by prohibiting them from planting any 
Indigoy Cottony Gingery Coffeey or Cocoa, and from keeping a public Market on 
Sundays ; and for further refraining licentious Meetings of Negroes. 

WHEREAS it appears that the Laws now in Force, relating to Negroes and Slaves, are pRtAMBLEj 

not txtenfive enough to reftrain them, and that Lenity and Indulgence, inftead of pro- 
ducing the defired Effects, have rather given Encouragement to Robberies and Diforders, by 
furnifhing Pretences whereby the Offenders often efcape Puniffiment: And whereas the Labour 
and Induftry of many of the poorer Sort of the People of this Illand is defeated by the Thefts 
of Slaves, who, under Colour of planting Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, and Cocoa for their 
own Ufe, do often Ileal the faid Commodities, to the great Lofs and Detriment of the Planters 
thereof: And whereas the faid Commodities, or any ftolen Goods or Provifions, may eafily be 
difpofed of without the Knowledge of the Owners at the public Market, which Slaves have been 
fufflred to keep on the Lord’s Day, whereon great Numbers of them affemble in and about the 
Towns of Plymouth and Kinfale, and other Parts of the Ifland, frequently committing Riots and 
D.forders, to the great Terror and a&ual endangering of the Inhabitants: For the preventing 
therefore, as Lr as may be, fuch Abufes for the future, we Your Majefty’s mod dutiful, loyal, 
and obedient Subjefts, the Governor in Chief of all Your Majefty’s Leeward Charibbee Iflands in 
America, and the Council and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifland of Montferrat, humbly 
pray Your Sacred Majefty, that it may be Enabled and Ordained; And be it, and it is hereby 
Enabled by the Authority aforefaid. That any Perfon whatfoever. Owner or Poffeffor of Slaves, Fenahy on Perfoni 
that (hall permit his or her Slave or Slaves to plant or gather Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, Fer'n»‘‘ng'heir 
or Cocoa for the Ufe of fuch Slave or Slaves, fuch Mafter, Owner, or Poffeffors ffiall forfeit ]!go' 
Ten Pounds lawful Money of this Ifland; and if any White Man, Free Negro, or Free Mu- Any* Fr« Perfon* 
latto, fhall expofe to Sale any Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, or Cocoa, fufpefted to appertain fuipcaed of felling 

to a Slave, anv Juftice of the Peace may caufe the Party fufpe<5ted, and having the Indigo, Cot- for^siave'^b^* 
ton, Ginger, Coffee, or Cocoa in Poffeffion, to be brought befpre him, and to make Oath before examined upon Oath: 

him, tha: the Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, or Cocoa, doth not diretftly or indire&ly belong 0nRefuf, , f f- 
to any Slave; and if the Party refufes to make fuch Oath, any the aforefaid Commodities ffiall iheindigo,’Cottont'1 

be feized by the Juftice’s Order, and become forfeited to the Ufe of the Informer; and if any &c. to the informer. 

Perfon or Perfons whatfoever ffiall hereafter buy, barter, truck for, or otherwife receive from any pcnai,y on perfont 
Slave or Slaves any Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, or Cocoa, fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offend- buying indigo. Cot- 

ing ffiall, upon Conviction by the Oath of One creditable Witnefs before any J uftice of the ,on» trom Slaves* 
Peace, be bound over by the faid Juftice to their good Behaviour until the next General Seffions 
of the Peace and Gaol Delivery, and there be fined, not exceeding Twenty Pounds, nor lefs than 
Five Pounds Current Money of this Ifland ; and in cafe fuch Perfon or Perfons be unable, or re- 
fufe or neglefl to pay the fame Fine immediately, then and in fuch Cafe fuch Perfon or Per- 
fons ffiall be committed to the Common Gaol of this Ifland, there to remain for the Space of 
Two Months, or elfe be 
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. UP* 
Majefty, His Heirs and Succefibrs, to be paid into the public Treafury of this Ifland towards 
carrying on the Forts, Fortifications, or other public Works of this Ifland. 

And be it further EnaCled by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Negroes or other Slaves Lawful to take Pro- 

ffiall keep any Market within the Town of Plymouth or Kinfale, or in any other Parts or s^oSngfhem 
Places within this Ifland, and ffiall carry or fell any Provifions or other Goods in any of the to Sale on Sunday, 

aforefaid and ,0 *ive fuch aiorciaio S]arc a wh.Pp«ng- 
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aforefaid Towns or Places on the Lord’s Day, it lhall and may be lawful for any Perfon or Per- 
fons to take the faid Provifions or other Goods from any fuch Slave or Slaves, and convert them 
to their qwn proper life; and the Perfon is hereby further impowered to give fuch Slave or 
Slaves a moderate Whipping. 

Penalty on Pei for* 
buying Provifions, 
&c. from Slaves on a 
Sunday, or felling to 
them (bong Liquor 
or dry Goods. 

And be it further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Perfon vvhatfoever Hull 
buy, barter, truck for, or receive any Provifions or other Goods from any Slave in any of the 
aforefaid Towns or Places, or fhall fell any Rum or Punch, or other Liquors, or any Sort of 
dry Goods, by Barter or otherwife, on the Lord’s Day, he fhall forfeit Five Pounds Current 
Money for each Offence. 

No Slave to go to 
either of the Towns 
of Plymouth or Kin- 
fale without Ticket, 
on a Sunday. 

Conftables to tnlee up 
all Slaves coining 
into any of the 
aforefaid Towns on 
a Sunday, without 
Tickets, and give 
them a whipping. 
Penalty on ntglefting 
their Duty herein. 

Penalty on Mafter, 
&c. of Plantations 
fuffering a Drum to 
beat, &c. 

Provifo, 

On Complaint of 
Slaves committing a’ 
Crime, Juftice may 
order Corre&ion, ex- 
cept in Capital Cafes. 

Fines and Forfeitures 
how to be recovered. 

The Ufes of the 
Fmes and Forfei. 
tures. 

And be it further Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon whatfoever fhall give 
Leave to any Slave under his or her Care, Charge, or Ownerfhip (unlcfs fuch as ufually wait 
on their Perfon) to go to either the aforefaid Towns on Sundays, notwithftanding fuch Slave 
carry with him nothing to fell, without a Ticket, in which Ticket is to be exprefled his or her 
Name j and the Conftables in the faid Towns are hereby ftridtly charged and commanded dili- 
gently to examine any Negro or other Slaves that fhall come into any the aforefaid Towns on 
Sundays, and if they have no Ticket as aforefaid, the faid Conftables are hereby empowered to 
take up and whip fuch Slaves, not exceeding Thirty-nine Lafhes, and ftiall be paid for their 
Trouble Six Shillings out of the public Treafury; but if any the faid Conftables fhall be remifs, 
or negledt their Duty herein, he or they fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence Forty Shillings Cur- 
rent Money. 

And be it Enadted by the Authority aforefaid, That whatfoever Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner, or 
Renter of any Plantation in this Ifland, being thereupon refident, and not being abroad from his 
or her Plantation, and where none fuch refident on the Plantation, then if any Manager of 
any fuch Plantation, and having the Care thereof, and thereon refident, and being at Home, or 
if any Overfeer being at Home, and the Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner, or Renter happens to be abfent 
from Home, fhall fuffer any Slave or Slaves to beat any Drum or Drums, or empty Cafks or great 
Gourds, or to blow Horns, Shells, or loud Inftruments for the Diverfnn or Entertainment of 
Slaves in his, her, or their Plantation, he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit Twenty Pounds Current 
Money of this Ifland for every fuch Offence, unlefs they fupprefs the fame in One Hour 
after the fame begins: Provided that Information thereof be given upon Oath to One of His 
Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for this Ifland within Three Weeks after the Offence com- 
mitted. 

And it is alfo Enadted by the Authority aforefaid. That on Complaint made to any Juftice 
of the Peace of any Crime done by any Slave or Slaves, fuch Juftice fhall iffue out his Warrant 
for apprehending the Offender or Offenders, and for all Evidences; if the faid Juftice find fuch 
Crime not Capital, he may appoint public Corredtion of fuch Slave, according to Difcretion, 
but if the Crime be very heinous, then the faid Juftice fhall commit the faid Offender to Prifon, 
to be tried by the Council as ufual. 

And be it further Enabled by the Authority aforefaid, That all Fines and Forfeitures in this 
Aft fpecified, and not declared how and in what Manner to be levied and difpofed of, fhall be 
recovered by Warrant from a Juftice of Peace to any Conftable, if not above Six Pounds, and 
by Warrant from Two Juftices for any Fine exceeding Six Pounds; which Conftable is hereby 
fully impowered to execute the faid Warrant, and to take fuch Fees as fhall be thought rea- 
fonable and fufficient by the faid Juftices; One Half of fuch Fines fhall be and enure to the 
Informers, the other Half fhall be to His Majefty, His Heirs and Succefibrs, to be paid into 
the public Treafury of this Ifland, towards carrying on the Forts and Fortifications, or other 
public Works of this Ifland. 

Dated in Montferrat, this Twenty-third Day of December 1736, and in the Tenth Year of 
the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 

Read and palled the Affembly this 23d Day of December 1736. 

C H As MOLINEUX, C. A. 

JOHN MOLINEUX, Speaker. 

Read and palled the Council this 23d Day of December 1736. 

GEO. FRENCH, D. Sec. and C.C. 
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