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aforefaid Towns or Places, or fhall fell any Rum, ct Punch, or other Liquors, or any Sort of 
dry Goods, by barter or otherwife, on the Lord’s Day, he fhall forfeit Five Pounds Current Mo- 
ney for each Offence. 

And be it further Enafted by the Authority aforefaid. That no Perfon whatfoever fhall give 
Leave to any Slave under his dr her Care, Charge, or Ownerfhip (unlefs fuch as ufually wait 
on their Perfon) to go to either of the aforefaid Towns on Sundays, notwithftanding fuch Slave 
carry with him nothing to fell, without a Ticket, in which Ticket is to be expreffed his or her 
Name; and the Conftables in the faid Towns are hereby ftri&ly charged and commanded dili- 
gently to examine any Negro or other Slave that fhall come into any of the aforefaid Towns on 
Sundays; and if they have no Tickets as aforefaid, the faid Conftables are hereby impowered to 
take up and whip fuch Slaves, not exceeding Thirty-nine Lafhes, and fhall be paid for their Trouble 
Six Shillings out of the public Treafury; but if any of the faid Conftables fhall be remifs, or 
negleft their Duty herein, he or they fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence Forty Shillings Current 
Money. 

And be k Enabled by the Authority aforefaid. That whatfoever Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner, 
or Renter of any Plantation in this Ifland, being thereupon refident, and not being abroad 
from his or her Plantation, and where none fuch refident on the Plantation, then if any 
Manager of any fuch Plantation, and having the Care thereof, and thereon refident and being 
at Home, or if any Overfeer, being at Home, and the Mafter, Miftrefs, Owner, or Renter hap- 
pens to be abfent from Home, fhall fuffer any Slave to beat any Drum or Drums, or empty 
Cafks, or great Gourds, or to blow Horns, Shells, or loud Inftruments for the Diverfion or 
Entertainment of Slaves, in his, her, or their Plantation, he, fhe, or they fhall forfeit Twenty 
Pounds Current Money of this I (land for every fuch Offence, unlefs they fupprefs the fame in 
One Hour after the fame begins, provided that Information thereof be given upon Oath to 
One of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for this Ifiand, within Three Weeks after the Offence 
committed. 

And it is alfo Enatfted by the Authority aforefaid. That on Complaint made to any Juftice of 
the Peace of any Crime done by any Slave or Slaves, fuch Juftice fhall iffue out his Warrant 
for apprehending the Offender or Offenders, and for all Evidences ; if the faid Juftice finds 
fuch Crime not capital, he may appoint public Correction of fuch Slave, according to Difijre- 
tion, but if the Crime be very heinous, then the faid Juftice fhall commit the laid Offender to 
Prifon to be tried by the Council as ufual. 

And be it further EnaCted by the Authority aforefaid. That all Fines and Forfeitures in this 
ACt fpecified, and not declared how and in what Manner to be levied and difpofed of, fhall be 
recovered by Warrant from a Juftice of Peace to any Conftable, if not above Six Pounds, and 
by Warrant from Two Juftices for any Fine exceeding Six Pounds, which Conftable is hereby 
fully empowered to execute the faid Warrant, and to take fuch Fees as fhall be thought rea- 
fonable and fufficient by the faid Juftices; One Half of fuch Fines fhall be and enure to the 
Informer, the other Half fhall be to His Majefty, His Heir and Succeffors, to be paid into the 
public Treafury of this Ifland, towards carrying on the Forts and Fortifications, or other public 
Works of this Ifland. 

Anno 
,779* 

N° 2^9. 

fo prevent the pur chafing of Cotton from Slaves, and alfo fiolen Cotton from 
any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever; alfo laying a Penalty on Perfons who fhall 
fuffer their Slaves to plant and gather Cotton, or who fhall pur chafe Cotton from 
Slaves. 

WHEREAS the Laws now in Force in this Ifland, prohibiting Slaves from planting Cot- 
ton, have been found to be ineffectual for anfwering the Purpofes thereby intended; Slaves 

not only continue to plant Cotton, notwithftanding the aforefaid Prohibitions, but frequently 
vending ftolen Cotton to White Perfons* and others in the faid Ifland, to the great Prejudice of 
the White Planters thereof: 

And whereas Cotton Wool is the Commodity by which the Poor of this Ifiand are princi- 
pally fupported ; for preventing therefore as far as may be fuch Abufes, and the faid Injury done 
the poor Inhabitants of this Ifland for the future, and for the encouraging the planting of Cotton 
in this Ifland by the poor Inhabitants thereof, We Your Majefty’s moft dutiful and obedient 
SubjeCts, the Governor in Chief of all Your Majefty’s Leeward Cfiaribbee Iflands in America, 

^ and the Council and Affembly of this Your Majefty’s Ifiand of Montferrat, humbly pray Your 
* Moft 
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Moft Sacred MajeRy, That it may be Ena&ed and Ordained j And be it, and it is hereby 
Enabled and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid. That from and after the Publication of this 
Ad, every Perfon and Perfons lading on Board any Ship or Veffcl in any of the Roads in this 
llland any Cotton Wool, as of the Growth or Produd of this I Hand, (hall, before the clearing 
out of the faid Ship or Veffel, procure an Affidavit figned and fworn to before fome Juftice of 
the Peace in the faid I (land, either by the Grower, Maker, or Shipper of fuch Cotton, or his or 
their known Agent, Manager, Overfeer, or Apprentice, expreffing the Number (which Number 
(hall not be expreflcd in Figures, but fpecified in full Length in Words at large) and Marks of 
the laid Bags or Packages, and defcribing the Name or Names of the Plantation or Plantations, 
Land or Lands where the fame grew or were produced, which Affidavit (hall be attefted, under 
the Hand of the faid Juftice of the Peace, to have been fworn to in his Prefence, who is hereby 
required to do the fame without Fee or Reward; and which faid Affidavit (hall be delivered to 
the Collector or other principal Officer of the Cuftoms of the faid Ifland, who is hereby directed 
m receive the fame without Fee or Reward, previous to the clearing out of the faid Ship or 

And whereas Cotton Wool is fometimes imported into the faid Ifland from Colonies belong- 
ing to His Majefty, or from Foreign Colonies, in order to be exported to Great Britain or else- 
where ; Be it Enacled by the Authority aforefaid, That where any fuch Cotton Wool (hall be 
actually imported *into, and landed in this Ifland, and (hall be afterwards (hipped and loaded 
on Board any Ship or Vefiel in any of the Ports of the faid Ifland, every Perfon fo (hipping 
or loading the faid Cotton Wool (hall, before the clearing out of the faid Ship or Veflel, produce 
and deliver to the Colleftor or other principal Officer of the Cuftoms of the faid Ifland, an Affi- 
davit figned and fworn to before fome Juftice of the Peace in the faid Ifland by fuch Shipper, 
or his or their known Agent or Fa&or, exprefling the Number and Marks of the faid Bags 
or Packages, and that the fame is not of the Growth of this Ifland, which Affidavit (hall be 
attefted under the Hand of the faid Juftice of the Peace, to have been fworn to in his Pre- 
fence, who is hereby required to do the fame without Fee or Reward; and which faid Affidavit 
(hall be delivered to the Collector or other principal Officer of the Cuftoms of the faid Ifland, 
who is hereby dire&ed to receive the fame without Fee or Reward, previous to the clearing out 
of the faid Ship or Veflel. 

And whereas fome Perfons in the faid Ifland, notwithftanding the Penalty impofed by an A<5t 
of this Ifland on fuch Owners or Pofleflbrs of Slaves as (hall permit their Slave or Slaves to 
plant or gather Indigo, Cotton, Ginger, Coffee, or Cocoa for the Ufe of fuch Slave or Slaves, 
(till permit their Slaves to plant and gather Cotton for the Ufe of fuch Slaves, to the great De- 
triment of the White (more particularly to the poor) Planters thereof; Be it therefore Ena&ed 
by the Authority aforefaid, That any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, Owner or Pofleflbr, or 
Owners or Pofleflbrs of Slaves, that (hall permit his, her, or their Slave or Slaves to plant or 
gather Cotton for the Ufe of fuch Slave or Slaves, fuch Mafter, Owner, or Pofleflbr (hall forfeit 
the Sum of One hundred Pounds Current Money of the faid Ifland, over and above the Sum of 
Ten Pounds Current Money of the faid Ifland already impofed by virtue of an Aft of the faid 
Ifland in fuch Cafe made and provided; which faid Sum of One hundred Pounds (hall be reco- 
vered as is directed by the aforefaid Ad. 

And, in order to prevent as far as may be the purchaflng of Cotton from Slaves in the faid 
Ifland, Be it Enaded by the Authority aforefaid. That if any Perfon or Perfons in the faid 
Ifland (hall, after the Publication of this Ad, purchafe from any Slave or Slaves in the faid Ifland 
any Cotton Wool, fuch Perfon or Perfons, on being convided thereof by Oath before any Ma- 
giftrate of the faid Ifland, by the Oath of One credible Witnefs, (hall forfeit the Sum of One 
hundred Pounds Current Money of the faid Ifland, to be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Infor- 
mation in His Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of the faid Ifland; which 
faid Sum of One hundred Pounds, and alfo the other Penalties hereby impofed, (hall be paid 
into the Hands of the Treafurer of this Ifland, to be applied to the Repairs of the Forts and 
Fortifications thereof. 

And be it Enaded by the Authority aforefaid, That where there (hall be probable Caufe to 
fufped that any Perfon hath purchafed ftolen Cotton from any White or other Perfon, or Cotton 
from Negroes, which hath been planted and gathered by Negroes, that on Information thereof 
to any Juftice of the Peace for the faid Ifland, it (hall and may. be lawful for fuch Juftice, and 
he is hereby required fo to do, to fummon the Perfon or Perfons who (hall be fufpeded to have 
purchafed fuch Cotton to appear before fuch Juftice of the Peace to prove, either by the Oath 
of fuch refpedive Perfon, or that of any other Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, how he came by 
fuch Cotton ; and in cafe the Perfon or Perfons who (hall be fufpeded of having purchafed fuch 
Cotton in Manner aforefaid, (hall refufe or omit to give fuch Proof, that then and in fuch Cafe 
it (hall and may be lawful for the faid Juftice of the Peace, and he is hereby required to iflue his 
Warrant, under his Hand and Seal, againft Rich Perfon or Perfons, commanding him, her, or 
them to appear before him, in reafonablc Time, to (hew Caufe why the aforefaid Penalty herein- 
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before impofed on tlie Purchafers of ftolen Cotton, or Cotton planted and gathered by Negroes 
for their own Ufe, (hould not be levied on fuch Perfon or Perfons Goods and Chattels, Lands 
or Tenements, or in Default thereof, why Execution fhould not iflue againft the Body or Bodies 
of fuch Perfon or Perfons; and in cafe fuch Perfon or Perfons fo fummoncd fhould negledt or 
refufe to attend at the Time to be mentioned in fuch Warrant,* then, on Oath made of the Ser- 
vice of fuch Warrant or Summons, it fhall and may be lawful for fuch Magiftrate, who is hereby 
required to do the fame, to ifiiie an Execution under his Hand and Seal, directed to the Provoll 
Marfhal of the faid Ifland, or his lawful Deputy, direfling him to levy the faid Penalty, with 
all reafonable Cofts, on the Goods and Chattels, Lands or Tenements of fuch Perfon, and for 
Want thereof, to take the Body or Bodies of fuch Perfon or Perfons, and him, her, or them to 
keep in Cuftody, in the Common Gaol of this Ifland, for the Space of Three Calendar Months, 
tinlefs in the mean Time the faid Penalty and reafonable Cofts are paid and fatisfied. 

And be it Enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That any Perfon or Perfons fwearing falfely in 
any Affidavit required to be taken by this Aft fhall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt Per- 
jury, and be deemed liable to be profecuted in all Refpefts as Perfons guilty of Perjury are in 
Great Britain, any Thing herein contained to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding. 

And whereas many Perfons may have purchafed Cotton before the Publication of this Aft, it 
is Enafted and Ordained by the Authority atorefaid. That fuch Purchafer or Purchafers fhall not 
be liable to the Penalties inflifted by this Aft, provided fuch Purchafer or Purchafers fhall procure 
and deliver to the Collcftor, or other principal Officer of the Cuftoms of the laid Ifland, an Affida- 
vit figned and fworn to before fome Juftice of the Peace in the faid Ifland, that the faid Cotton waa 
purchaled by him, her, or them, before the Publication of this Aft. 

Dated in Saint Chriftopher’s, this Twenty-feventh Day of March, in the Nineteenth Year of the 
P.eiCTn of our Sovereign Lord George the T. hird, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, h ranee, 
andlreland. King, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the Year of our Lord One thoufand Seven 
hundred and Seventy-nine. 

Read andpaffed the Affembly this 26th Day of March 1779. 

RICHARD SYMONS, Clerk to the Affembly. 

Read and palled the Council this 26th Day of March 1779. 

WILLIAM BRADE, Clerk to the Council. 
THOMAS HARCUM, Speaker pro tempore. 

Saint CliriftophePs. Raffed the Governor in Chief this 27th Day of March 1779. 
WILLIAM MATHEW BURT. 

Published in the Town of Plymouth, the 6th of April, in the Year of our Lord 1779. 
NATHANIEL HARRIS, D. P. M. 

Recorded this 14th Day of April 1779. 

A Copy of all the Acts now in Force in the Ifland of Montferrat for the Government and 
Management of Slaves. 

Extrafled by 
EDWARD B. WYKE, 

Deputy Secretary and Regifter of Montferrat, 
September 15 th, 1788. 
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