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deed or deedshave beenexecuted and madewith all the folemnities neceffaryinlaw to the perfecting fuch deedor deeds,'
fuch deed or deeds fhall be good and indefeafible in law, ana (hall be deemed to convey the intereft therein fpecified
in the famemanner as if the grant above mentioned had never been loft or destroyed. Provided, that nothing herein
jhail be conftrued lb as to extend the lines contained in the faid patent, or to jive title to any other land than what was
included in the old marked or procellioned lines of faid patent.

X \ 'ear of Independence. The 19th of November, 1785.

• hap. VI. At additionalail to amendthefever al aft f for regulating thetown o/Wilmington, and t»rrgulate andrefrain
theconduit offlaves andothersin thefall town, andin thetownsof Washington, Edenton and Fayetteville.

"lirrHEREAS the proprietors of the water lots in the fouthern end of the town of Wilmington, have petitioned this"™
prcfent General Aflembly, fetting forth that the faid lots, occalioned by the winding ot the river, are of very

inconvenient length, mealuring from Front-ftreet to the water, where fhorteft about four hundred and feventy feet,
and where longeft about eight hundred and thirty feet, and praying that a communication from South-ftreet thi ough
the laid lots until it interletts Cnurch-ftreet, and as near to Nun ftreet as may be found proper and convenient, may
be opened and eftablilhed bylaw,infuch manner as will be molt beneficial to the owners thereof, and asthe commiflicn-
ers of the faid town mall direct, but fo as that luch communication lhall not be lefs than frxty-fix feet wide, And
•whereasit appearsfrom the faid petition, that the original proprietor of the faid town of Wilmington interlected the
faid lots with a ftreet, and that many of them were fold and difpofed of as divided by the laid (Ireet, and it will be
more commodiousfor the inhabitants and others who may have occafiou to tranfadcbufmefs in the faid town to have
the communication opened and eftablilhed by law ;

I. Be it thereforeenabled, by theGeneral A'ffemblyof'theState of North-Carolina, and it is herrly ep*8cd, by theau-
thority of thefame , that it (hall and maybe lawful for the commiliioners of the (aid town of Wilmington, and they
are hereby required to lay out a new ftreet, from Scuth-ftreet acrofs the water-lots until it fhall interleift Church-
llrcct, and asnear to Nun-ftrect as lhall be found proper and convenient ; and that fuch ftreets fliall be laid off and
marked as foon as the fame can conveniently be done after the palling of {hic aft.

And whereas after the faid ftreet (hall be laid off, moil of the warer-lots between South-ftreet and Cattle ftreet,
■will ftiil continue much longer than any other lots in the laid town and it may be found convenient to open a ftreet
through them near the river :

II. Be it theref re eitaHed bytheauthority aforefaid, that the commifiioners ot the faid town, may by the confent of
the proprietors ot three-fourth parts of the faid lots, between South-ftreet and Caltle-ftreet, lay out and mark a ftreet
iruerlecting the faid lots near the water, but lo as to leave fufficien: room for wharves and ware-houfes, und not lefi
than fixty-lix teet for the width of luch Itreet.

III. And be it further enacled, by the authority aforefaid, that the ftreets, and each of them to be laid offand mark-

ed by virtue of this act, fhall be deemed public ftreets ; and lhall be under the fame jurisdiction, reltrictions and re-

gulations as other ftreets in the fa>dtown of Wilmington :
And whereas the railing a revenue by cafual and other taxations and rents will tend to letTenthe annual tax on the

inhabitants of the faid town of Wilmington :
IV. Be it thereforeenacledby the authorityaforefaid, that the faid commilTionerslhall out of the public monieswhich

lhall from year to year be by them aiTslTedand collected, or which (hall be paid to the town trealurer for fines or

otherwife, conftruct and erect Rails in the market places ; and that all perfons, bringing provifions of any kinds, or

fruits, for fale, fliall pay for the ule of the faid market place or flail fuch tax as lhall be alTefledby the commilfioners

from time to time ; which taxes (hall be rated according to the quantity of proviiions and fruits to be expofed to Jale
in the laid market places, that is tofay, ftipulated (urns for every beef, mutton and veal and fo of all other animal

food ; and ftipulated lums for certain quantities of fru'ts .rid other vegetableproductions to be paid to fuch officers as

{hill be jppo'uued to collect the fame, by the petIons refpectively who fhall brng fuch provifions and fruits to the faid

town for fale, whether by land or water. Provided alv)ays, that the commifiioners may fuffer and permit perfons

bringing provifions and fruits to market in boats, to lell and difpole of the fame at any public or private wharf, with

the confent ot the owner thereof ; and perfons bringing fuch by land to fell the fame (butcher's meat excepted) from

their carts contiguous to the marketplace.
V. /nd beit further enuflrd, by theauthority e'ercfaid, that it fliall and may be lawful for thecommiflioners of the

faid towns and they are hereby required as foon as their funds will permit, to build cellars under their market places

or other public buildings in the faid town, where the elevation of tne ground will permit Inch cellars to be funk of a

proper depth ; and luch cellarsto rent out from lime to time for the benefit of the faid town.

And whereas it is cuftomary for many perlons, as well in the country as in the t'everal towns in this ftate, to per-

mit their flaves to hire themfeives oct from day to day, by which great profits aie acquired, and it is reasonable that

thofe perfons who derive fuch advantagesfrom the labour of their flavesin the towns Ihould contribute more than the

nrchnary'T.TXvstowsrtk its ftippc-rr, and at the fame ti-.nethat a distinction Ihould bemade between fuch flaves as may

he returned a«taxable prop rty in the fuid towns refpectively, and fuch whole owaersreficUj in the country, and re-
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wn tWir taxableproperty there, although part of their flaves generally work in the towns. And whereas permit-
ting (laves to hire themfelvesunder proper reftrictions a»d regulations, may be rendered convenient for fuch perfons
»s may occasionallywant daily labourers :

VI. Be it thereforeenaflei by theauthority aforefaid, that from and after the firft day of May next, it fhall not be
lawful for any flave in the towns of Wilmington, Waftnrgton, Eder.ttn, or Fayetteville, to hire her or himielf out,
without firft producing a permiffion in writing from the owner, or other perfons having the care or management of
fuch flave, directed to the commiflioners, truftees or directors of the town where fuch flave fhall be ; who there-
upon fhall caufe the faid pcrmilfion to be entered by the town e'erk in their books »nd filed, for which the owner of
the flave fhall pay a fee ot one fhilling \ and the commiflioners fhall caufe a leaden or pewter badge to be affixed to
feme corrfpicuouspart of the outer garment of fuch flave with a device, which may be altered from time to time, ex-
preffive of the intention of luch badge ; and every flave having abadgein manner by this aft directed, may hiie him
or herfelf out, and may lawfully be hired by any perfon or perfons whatever.

VII. And beit enaflea bytheauthority aforefaid, that for all (laveswho fhall hare badgesas abovedirected, and wh»
fhall be town taxables, there fhall be paid asfollows, to wit : for every male (lave being a tradefinan there fhal! be

paid yearly to the commiflioners, truftees or directors the fum of fixteeu (hillings ; for every male (lave not bt-ing a
tradefman the fum of ten (hillings, and for every fema'e (lave the fum ot eight (hillings , but if any (laves having
fech badgesfhall l.ot bereturned as town taxables, then there fhall be paid for every male (lave being a tradefman
twenty ftnr ftnllir.-gs; for every male flave not being a tradefman the lum oi fifteen (hillings, and for every female
flave twelve (hillings, to be applied as other taxes afleffed and collected in the faid towns.

And that the taxes upon Haveshaving badges may be more eafily collected and all fraud and evaGon prevent-
ed:

VIII. Beit enafled, -by-tireauthority afrefaid, that the taxesimpofed by this acton flaves who fhall be returned ai
town taxables, fhall be paid and collected in the fame manner as other town taxes ; and that the taxes impofed on
fuch flaves as ma\ not be returned as town taxables, (ball be paid or fecured to be paid, to the fatisfaclion cf the
-commiflioners, truftees or directors, on or before the firft day of July in every year, before any badge fhall be by them
granted as aforefaid.

And whereas there are mary flaves in the faid towns, who contrary to law hxve houfes of their own, cr are per-
mitted to refide in tie out houfes or kitchens of divers-of the inhabitants, or in the houfes of the free negroes, mulat-
toes, perfors o( mixed b'ood and others, and work and labour for themfelves in fcveral trades and occupations, fti-
pulating to pay their owners fuch daily, v,eekly or monthly wages as (hall be demanded of them; by reafon of
which robberies and frauds frequently happen, fervants are corrupted, and the poor white inhabitants are deprived,
of the means of earning their fubfiftence by labour : for remedy whereof,

IX. Be it enafied, by theauthority aforej-aid, that no flave(hall be permitted to exercife any trade or occupation in
the faid towns refpectively without a certificate from the owner, or other perions having the care or management
thereof, directed asaforefaid, or without fuch badge asfhall be given to flaves permitted to hire themfelves ; and all
Cavespermitted to exercife any trade or occupation as aforefaid, fhall be fubject to pay the fame tax as flaveswho are
not returned as taxable property in the towns aforefaid, and to be paid or fecured in manner as before directed.
Provided always, that.nothing herein contained, fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to prohibit any perfon or per-
fons refidingin the faid towns refpectively, from hiring out their .flaves, or in employing fuch flaves iii exercifing a-
ny trade or occupation under the immediate direction of their owners refiding in the faid town, fo that fuch (lave or
flaves be not permitted to receive the wages contracted for, nor the value of any article manufactured or made, cr
the work andlabour done, but in all fuch cafes the owner or other perfon having the care of flaves, fhall make the
contract and receive the monies arifing therefrom.

And in order to difcriminate between free negroes, mulattoes and other perfons of mixed blood, and flaves ;

X. Be it enabled b
y theauthority afrefaid, that all perfons of the abovementioned description, who are or fhall be.

free, fhall on or before the faid fit ft dayof Mav next, spply to the GommifEoners, truftees or directors of the ref-
pective towns aforefaid, in order to have their names regiftered ; and every fuch perfon coming into the faid towns
refpectively to refide, fhall within three days after their arrival make the like application ; and the commiflioners,
truftees or directors are hereby authorifed and required to give every fuch free perfon a badge of cloth, cf fuch co-
lour or colours as they fhall refpectively direct, tobe fixed on the left Jhoulder, and to have thereon wrought in legi-
ble capital letters the word FREE : lorregiflrationof each of which names the toun clerk fhall receive two fliil-
lings, and the commiflioners, truftees and directors refpectively (hall receive the fum of eight fhiliiugs for the ufe of
their refpedtive towns j which regiftration and badge(hall continue in force during the time that fuch free perfon
fhail remain an inhabitant of the town in which he or fhe fhall refide i and if any free negro, mullatto or other per.
fon of mixed blood, fhall neglect or retufe to apply to the commiflioners. trufteesor directors as aforefaid, or fliall
refufe to receive abjdge in manner b

y this act directed, every fuch perfon fo neglecting or refilling fliall be fuhjet,
topay the fametax that is hereby impofed on flaves who arc not returned as town taxables, ar.d who (hall have bad-
ges to enab'e them to hire ihcmfelves : and that fuch free perfens may be the better known, the Juilices o( the
Pesce who fliall receive the returns of taxable property in faid (owns, fl.af in their veariy returns delcribe all fuch
.perfons asareTree, snd are nrgrtes, mulattoes or ctherwife of mixed blood as aforefaid : and all fuch pcrior.s asa-



forefaid not paying their fines, fees anJ tnxes fhalib^hired ouifor fo long time aj will pay-the fame refpe£Wve«

XI. And be it further enafted, by theauti;u ity afore/aid, thai the commiflioners of the faid town, fhall ana' may.
from time to time, make fuch or>:inanees and leguhtions, and und&r fuch fines, forfeitures and penalties as to then*
fhall feem reafonable, for the better car-tying the nuen ions of this act, and other acts for the better regulation of
the faid to.wns into execu-so>, but fo as that fuch ordinances and regulations do not cb'ntraw ie the fundamental con-
ftitutions jnd law$ of the Aate, and fo that the party thinking hinnelf aggrieved therej ;.iy appeal to the eouniy
court.

XII. And beIt enabled, by theauthorityafonefidd, thr.'.if any flave permitted to hire him or her&lf out in manner by
this act directed, fhoulcl happen to be capital y convicted fo: any ci line committed during the time that he or fne lhall
have fuch pe.rmiflian, the owner of. fuch Havefhall not be allowed any compenfa.ion from the public or oiherwife for
the value thereof when executed.

X''I. And belt alfb enadid, by the auHrititv cf
'
rcfaid, that if any free perlon of mixed blood, or any free negro,

refiding within any ot the (aid towns, fliall be c<nvicted of any felonious crimes with flaves in the town where he or
'he fliall fo refiile, or flu. I receive any good- from any Have or flaveswitho • a ticket from his, her or their owner or
Other perfon having the care and management of fuel) flave or flaves, or (bail receive or harbour in his or her houfe
or otherwife, any runaway or abfeondingflave or flaves, every fuch free perfon being a negro or of mixed blood as
aforefa:d, fhal upon conviction, forfeit and pay to the comm llioners, truitees or directors of the town in which he
or fhe fliall refide the fum of ten pounds, to be levied off lis or her property real or perfonal and applied to the (lock
of the town. Provided always, that if any fuch fi ee perfon (o convicted as aforefaid, (hall upon fuch conviction ijg-
njfy his or her cpnfent to remove from fucii town, andfliall give fecunty for fuch removal within ten days thereaf-
ter ; and alfo that he or fhe will not refide in fuch town or within fen miles thereof, for the fpace of feven years,
then it fhall and may be lawful for the commiflioners, truitees or directors as the cale may be to take fuchfecurity
payable to tfjemfelvesand their fucceflbrs in office, and upon breach of the condiiionto put the fame in fuit and re.
cover the penalty for the ule of their town ; and upon fuch bond b. ing taken with fecurity as aforefaid, the pen.dty
inflicted 'upon convKtion as before directed, fhall be rem.tteu to the offender, any thing heiein contained to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

And whereas the laws and regulations made to present dealing and trafficking with flaves,have been found infufE»
etent to prevent that dangerous and pernicious practice : i

XlV. Be it thereforeenafted by the authorityaforefaic, that if any free perfon fhall either buy from or f. 11to any.,
flave or flavee, or (hall barter with any (lave or flaves,. any kind of goods or commodities whatfoever, or other thing,
without a permiflion in writing from the mafter, miftrefe or other p;rfon having the management of fuch flave or
flaves, every fuch free perfon fhall on conviction forf it and pay the fum of ten pounds, to he levied of his- or her
property as other recoveries by law ; and if the offender fhall not have fufficient property to fatisfy the judgment,
then fuch offender fhall be committed to clofe euftody, and fliall remain in priibn without bail or mainprise for any
time not exceeding three months. .

XVi And it if herebyfurther enafied by theauthorityaforefaid, that if any perfon or perfons (halt be convicted of
entertaining any flave or Saves in his, her or their houfe or houfes, or other place or places, in any manner what"
foever, for money or oiherwife, every perfon convicted thereof, fha'l torfeit and pay to the commiflioners, tmftees
or directors of the.town where fuch offence fhall be committed, for the firft offence ten pounds, for the iecand of-
fence twenty pounds, and for the third offence fhall be whipped publicly not exceeding thirty nine lafhes, and fhall ■

be thereby rendered infamous. Provided always, that when the offender fhall be unable to pay the forfeiture, he or -

fhe may be whipped for the firft or fecond offenceor either of them.
And in order that perfons dealing with flaves without permiflion asaforefaid, may the more eafi'y be convicted :
XVI. Beit euaSiedbytheauthority pforefaid, that if any flave (kail be fees going into any ftore or other houfe, and

fuch flave fhall carry into fuch ftore or houfe, any article or "tides which may be fuppofed for fale, or- any bottle,

jug or other thing in which liquor may be conveyed, or fhall bring out of fuch houfe or ftore anything which may
be fuppofed to have been purchafed therein, and fuch flave fhall not have a badge at is heiein before directed for
flaves who may be permitted to follow forne trade or occupation, and proof fhall be made of the facts,, the. fame
inall be deemedfufficient to convict the offender, unlefs he or flie can produce a permiflion as aforefaid in writing
from the mafler, miftrefs or perfon having the management of fuch flave. Prwided always-, that, nothing herein
contained fhall be conflrued to prevent any flave or flaves from delivering to any perfon or perfons redding in any of
the faid towns, any article of provifions or other thing which may be fent to any fuch perfpn from their friends in
the country or elfewhere, provided fuch flave has a wxjiten permiflion for fo doing.;

XVII. And be it further enag}edy bytheauthorityaferefaid, that the commiflioners, truftees and directors of the

Taidtowns refpectively, are hereby impowered and required to make fuch additions.to and explanations of the fevcr-
al claufesof this aft, relative to flaves, free negroes and free pcrl'ons of mixed blood, as may tend to carry the fame

more effectually into execution againfl all perfons who come within the purview thereof. Provided *hvayst that all

appeals from the commifnouers>,truftecji or director* of the faid towns rcfpc&irely flaallbe tried by a jury,


